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THE  HEIR  OF  MORDAUXT. 


CHAPTER  I. 


I  will  auk»  ■  ikipMUa  IcaJtr 


Ofinj  diild**  la*c:  Idiinkib*  niU  Wnit'd 
lt>  all  icapMIs  l>7  nc  ;  taj  morr,  I  d^ulM  il  not. 


» 


ia.  WiLLoroHBY  was  the  only  vtiild  of  ii 
uHiatry  gcDllmutn  of  smnll  indepcitiictit  fifr- 
lune,  wild  had  »pa)t  the  grottcst  part  uf  hi* 
life  very  comfortably  am)  rcKfccubly  at  hti 
awn  estate  in  a  raliretl  ourner  of  Kiiglaml. 

The  Insles  of  the  fath«r  were  naturally  quiet, 
ami  li»  trniper  unaspirinj: ;  and  the  remote 
probobilily  of  inherilinj;  «  rcinntkabl)-  fint 
landed  property  had  tiever  led  liini  to  form  a 
ungk-  dream  of  ambition. 

I'he  dupodtioD  of  the  won  wa»  more  rcMtUiis 
and  worldly.  'J'he  acddenlal  sight  of  a  review 
had  induced  bim  at  a  very  early  age  to  cxprcsa 
a  decided   wisb   to  U:  alUxml  to  go  Into  the 
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anmj.  He  was  a  tall  handwme  Toatfa,  and 
tbe  acalaem  and  inteUij;«Dce  he  dupUred 
Vpw  tvtrj  oocasoa  seeated  to  promise  ibu 
W  vaa  *cjl  calntlated  to  tise  to  distiDctioa  in 
tit  f^^tMoa  be  bad  chosen.  It  had  been 
Mr-  WiUougfabr's  intentiao  to  purchase  for 
tdoi  a  connniaHon  in  one  of  the  r^ments  of 
lltrt  line ;  but  vben  a  vouog  man,  who  bad 
l>Mti  CbmrW*  particular  friend  at  school,  was 
plauecd  in  the  Guards,  he  vas  seized  with  an 
ardMit  desire  to  enter  the  same  ctHps  himself. 
TTiik  fancy  would  D6t  probably  have  been 
indulged,  bad  not  his  father's  plans  been 
influenced  bj  a  communication  which  he  re- 
wired from  the  distant  relation  in  the  entail 
of  ahow  otaie  iiis  name  occupied  a  pmniineni 
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up.)  to  the  perwaa  wtiote  cUim  to  his  tnhe- 
ritanrr  wouM  eTroluoUjr  be  nest  to  her  own. 
GTrrrlhing  be  bean)  of  CbarW»  cbamttr 
wiiiiiil  to  confinD  ibf  rtt|tilniity  »f  mch  mi 
■Dtwice;  and  when  he  leftrntv)  that  hi*  tathtf 
««  afamit  to  i^Mce  him  in  tbe  annjr,  be  mXc 
to  Mr.  Willuupliby  to  infuitn  biin  of  (be  plan 
ht  bad  prnjecled,  and  to  soggnt  that,  if  it  tnel 
with  hi>  approbntioB.  it  would  not  be  ocor»- 
«u-y  that  hi*  tan  vbould  eater  wry  Krioudjr 
I  anjr  pnlewnoa.  He  uid  that,  luvtag  Uft 
■  •bolt  serrice  in  the  Guarda,  nr  in  a 
-Dl^juun  rejiiiDent,  might  furni  his  moitnen  aod 
accupj  hi*  tirocr  and,  by  brioging  liim  eon* 
Ij  mto  the  Miciety  of  young  men  af  rank 
'«nd  &«hioB,  wight  (iftrjare  him  to  ad(in>  tluu 
tfation  in  the  world  whi<^h  bu  future  fortutw 
would  entitle  him  to  bnld. 

Mr.  Willuughby  wju>  tTiuch  •tartlvd  by  rr- 
reeiirtDg  an  overture  of  thb  nature  from  a 
raUtioa  with  whom  be  bad  hitherto  lud  very 
ttttltf  iolcrcotjn<r.  He  weighed  the  matter 
Jy  in  hitt  mind,  for  lie  wu  oi>t  dazxlcd  by 
I  briUiaat  priiKjM-ct  (hut  wa«  thua  opened  to 
He  felt,  bowe<rer>  thai  the  propoaal 
waa  to  many  poinu  of  view  ui  advantageous. 
thai  he  tbould  Dot  be  justified  in  declining  It. 
Ua  tboogtit  that  m  Chailet  biuielf  wu  the 

sS 


4  THE    UEIR   OF    MORDAUNT. 

]>cr«oi)  most  deeply  iii(ere»ted  in  it,  it  would 
Iw  rijjiht  to  titlk  the  subject  very  fully  ovar 
with  him  lieforu  he  formed  Miy  decision  upon 
it;  and  he  determined  that,  if  the  youn^  man 
expreitsed  (ite  least  reluctance  (o  enirr  iitlu  a 
condttiunsl  engagetm-nt  with  Mim  Monluuntf, 
li«  w»uld  fairly  ti-ll  Uet  father  tliiit  he  would 
nvvcr  atlrmpt  to  iKfiuitde  hi^  mjd  to  marry 
uj^itist  hi*  uwn  iuclitialioTi. 

Charlc-s  liHtctud  to  Mr.  Willuughby'i  com- 
munication with  evident  Haii^faclinn.  Vuong 
as  he  was  he  van  far  from  being  iiiHcnMbk-  to 
the  a<lvanlage&  of  fortune,  and  he  very  readily, 
assented  to  the  pmje<:t  of  nn  alliance  with  bis 
outi»iii.  Mr.  Morduunt  wnt  iK-li(;hlcd  to  Icorn 
that  fverylhinji;  sei^niixl  to  c(>n>)iiri-  to  faTour 
tl>e  sueccsa  of  hU  filan.  Hiii  hint  about  the 
(iuards  was complii-d  with,  aiwl  in  a  few  month* 
l»e  had  tile  pleasure  of  reading  Cbarlett  \Vil- 
loughbyV  mune  in  itu;  (jaxelle. 

Tb«  youi^  Guarddiitnn  did  not  disappoint 
the  Mtnguiiie  cxtx'ctaliuiiH  of  hi*  frieiid^.  lie 
oonlnvcd  to  uioke  bia  way  very  well  in  the 
world,  and  to  become  popular  with  his  brutlHil' 
olScers,  and  courted  iu  ifuciety.  Mr.  Mikrdaunt 
I'ongratulated  binitelf  upon  the  choice  ho  bad 
made  for  bin  tluughler.  Mr.  Willoughby 
looked    ii[>on  liim    with  proud   alleclion;  and 
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hy  ber  father:  this  unvarying  theme  had  at 
iL-ngth  bcrome  so  wranmniv  to  \wT,  that  slie 
waa  half  indttiMl  to  winh  site  could  discover 
Home  faults  or  imperfections  in  (he  vaunted 
pattern  uf  cxrclk'nce.  She  now  determined^ 
however,  that  the  next  time  they  met,  abe 
would  Ecnitiuize  her  cou»in's  character  with  a 
very  different  kind  of  interest,  and  endeavour 
to  Ascertain  if  xho  could  loarn  to  like  him. 

MiHH  Mordaunt  was  at  thix  period  ju^it  weven- 
leeD,  and  Uve  felt  an  almost  chiUlisli  delight 
at  the  prospect  of  escaping  from  her  lessons 
ami  from  the  mtrajnl  of  the  school-room,  aad 
t>f  enianci{>Bting  in  some  degree  from  the  dull 
routine  of  life  impooed  upon  her  hy  her  father's 
formal  habits.  Her  mother's  tester  had  un- 
dertaken to  act  u  her  eluipcrun  while  she  re- 
mained in  town ;  the  gay  scawn  wbm  about  lo 
commence,  and  the  folhiwiog  week  site  was  to 
be  presented. 

Charles  Willoughby  was  aaked  to  dine  at  Mr. 
MordHunt*8  the  day  of  the  drawing-room,  but 
he  happened  unfortunately  to  be  upon  guard, 
which  previ-ntcd  his  acerpting  the  invitation. 
I'lw  young  tu-iress  had  tcarccly  lime  to  regret 
hiii  abflcno-,  fur  rdte  went  tu  Iter  first  bull  that 
evening.  She  was  ciiamied  with  her  own  dress 
Olid  appearance,  enchanted  with  the  gaiety  of 
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the  wbul*  tcmct  And  tnoM  particuUrljr  plnaed 
ae  fine  bigh-fluwD  oompJimentij  ihai  wen 
her  hy  a  pntnylna  Irubmm  of  good 
^imnily.  In  short,  she  returned  borne  inprrncfl 
Rtb  «  oooviction  that  a  boll  was  the  must  ite- 
tful  thing  in  the  world ;  rod  when  her 
■in  aane  ihv  fullowiii^  tiiornJiif;  to  express 
'  mortificatioD  Ik  hiuJ  frit  ut  being  unable  to 
fulfij  his  eogHgrntrnt  the  day  before,  ahc  r«- 
asrtnl  btm  ratlitr  couUy,  aitd  n-rtninJjr  did  not 
I  appear  to  parlicipatv  in  hit)  regret. 

She  &000  became  iurolved  in  a  Euccei»ion  of 
balls  and  parties.  Charles  danced  with  her 
dutifully,  but  he  could  not  succeed  in 
ing  bimeetf  into  her  good  graces  i  »he 
cncithitted  to  UMt  him  with  a  sort  of  cold  and 
](  nsaarve,  the  aecrvt  of  which  was  fully 
[npUinMl.  when,  at  the  cod  of  two  inonlhit,  itiic 
contrived  to  ckcaiM-  from  her  father's  house, 
and  ran  away  to  Gretna  Green  with  the  daab- 
ing  unpriiicipU>U  Ijiith  fortune<htinter. 

The  possibility  of  his  daughlpr's  marrying 

anybiidy  but    Charles  Willou^hby  had   never 

oocc  occurred   to  Mr.   Morthiunt'a  mind,  ivor 

I  tDd«ed  had  it  struck  that  of  the  other  jiarty 

tmoat  interested  in  the  subject.     As  a  father,  h« 

'  thoupibt  be  ttad  an  undinpulvd  right  lo  dictate 

the  object  of  ber  choice,  aivd  lie  was  perfectly 


the  effl.Uof.hUHu.rcssmg  blow  ;«„ 

""""'*"'""  «»  h«»u-«  hi,  death 

J;   would  be  e«,ier  to  imagine  th. 
•^Hb.cUH,.Win„«^b,'.jr,o„iJ: 

elopj-m^,  of  hi,  i„„n.,^  ,,f^ 
«co„.f„,,„,?       """  "»"  ""'y  .«.nnrr 
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it  «M,  be  thouKtii  that  a/ter  ihcir  innmaK«  hr 
KMiU  Icam  h>  likv  Arr  «■  wdl  m  nn;  olhrr 
;  and  br  liail  Uu^ht  hlninrtf  to  conuritT 
large  fortuiw  u  a  wry  RM]ut)iiltf  appcUilRjf* 

Tliou|*b  their  «a|p^;tnicDt  bail  itovtir  bom 
publicly  nnouuncnli  ■  runinur  uf  it  Itod  lirra 
pmty  g<.-n«ra)ly  vircuUlvd  naioii^  tlirir  mutual 
acqitaintanw ;  ami  a*  many  pout)I«  bad  for- 
nwly  GoogratuUteil  (.'liftrles  U]Mn  hit  good* 
luck,  be  fuunJ  that  still  more  Mt-r«  itow 
mdy  to  ouodolc  with  him  u[>i»i  bi*  4liiKi|)fHHKt- 

To  avuid  bcJag  stared  at  u  an  objwt  of 
commiwnition,  bo  determined  to  go  out  of 
UiwD  liir  a  few  wi-cltH,  He  was  really  aiixiuua 
In  Me  bia  fatlicr,  wlio«e  kind  expressions  of 
niocera  aod  diatma,  ou  hearing  of  tha  uor- 
lifjing  event  wbJdi  hud  so  ndly  blighted  bis 
bopea,  had  touchi'd  him  with  iba  livolint 
gratitude.  And  Iw  well  lctu>w  that,  lung  Iwfote 
bia  rvturn  la  LqikIuii,  fifty  other  rircuniataooea 
would  bavc  oc<-(j))iiil  the  alien tioii  of  lu«  faeoda, 
&nd  that  hi*  own  afloira  would  cunaequenlly  be 
enlirriy  fiHrgotten. 

Hi;  had  no  dtfBcuUy  in  ubuining  leave  »r 
aUcncr.  Anuthof  ofliwr,  who  ws«  to  set  uul 
for  the  country  at  the  aame  ptriod  aa  himwlf, 
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ttntk  ht  her  banity 

bv  M«  kv,  asd  faad  iavoluaunly 

hwl  bm  lilwc  ber. 

h*  btPiihT-^  t0  ber,  ud  fuuud 

a  ptnun  itiai.  drcuniKtaaced 

bmm  to  thisk  it  trouM  be  dan. 

t  |rrr«»  (kal  id  her  nock-ty.    Upon 

tb«  OMttcr,  bowcTCT,  he  |>ers(MiJ- 
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f'Wwtf  tlut  it  would  be  uWurd  to  giv<>  up 

•ia'a  acquaintance  turrdy  bccuiM  ahe 

•"fjaahiK.     He   rcMilvvd  to  lake  «a  wljr 

^fMniBty  of  V3iplaitiiiig  lu  h«r  hi>  own  cm 

lUid  littviof;  tbiiB  rotiMTJciitioutly  ilam 

M  ibe  Uricleftt  beiik  of  IwntHir  toulil  re- 

'  irf  hhn.  be  fancied  bi>  niifjht  afterwards 

kT  lirr   as  a   frieoJ,  aad  ulk   to  ti<T  aa 

■■fc  M  be  pleiiaed. 

iceonttngly,  one  evening;  whca  they  tinil  been 
'— wug  themteWes  by  watching  u  Hirtalioo, 
iiMid,  "That  it  wasT«ry  nllowable  to  laugh 
itwch  things,  but  lliat,  Bcriuutly  spmkitig,  he 
aticb  envied  ihiMc  who  were  h-ft  at  liberty  (<i 
makt  tbeir  own  choicv  in  an  afTiiir  i>r  such  vital 
hipavtsncc  to  their  Impptnefls.  Tltat  «udt  was 
not  Aa  caac :  that  a  wifi'  hai)  txvn  wiectvil  for 
htDi  by  others,  and  that  he  h&d  luinM-tilixl  to 
their  future  union,  Itrfnrc  he  had  Mcn  enougli 
of  the  world  lu  Ite  able  to  uttdcrMaiid  his  ovm 
feeling*." 

Uiu  Selwin  lisleiml  to  thi*  confidence  with- 
out speakinj;,  but  site  looked  muoli  Hurpniwd, 
oral  the  uest  time  they  met  stie  Heesicd  to  winb 
to  svuid  him.  He  otToetctl  not  to  perceive  this, 
■nil,  placing  himu'lf  bi-«idi.*  lur,  be  iiskcd  her 
bar  opinion  of  the  huU  new  opera. 
She  ttitswered   him  witltout  cnibarras&mcnt ; 
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U  hm  aftw  htw9  mU.  ■ml  ^t*>t»  ^JA 
Am  dthaaeh  the  pvtiB  a 
far  •  inwa*  to  iW  vmI 
tkir  latiaaits,  a  PUtaoic 
rfvsT*  rods  is  a  Irwkr 
Cterln  VrOkmfbbr's  ct«  met  Mm  Srf»m» 
ta  ihr  4n«iQg;-raMn  ai  Mr.  HaMptasV  kn 
heul  beat  tinlratly,  hkI)  •  HnMiioa  (*■»  aiav 
Ub  ^  be  bad  oever  before  gapgfi— ctd,  tmi 
\m  «■»  «i(l«lmlj  a««kmed  to  tba  hapyiawM  rf 
feeling  btnuelf  rtAemaed  tnta  his  cogagawaat 
to  bseoumo. 

Mrv  Selvin  ihook  haada  with  fain  vbt  grB> 
AmAjt  aatl  whm  h«  advaoeid  towanli  ber 
ilau|^tcr,  a  tWp  b\tuh  orarspnad  ber  irimle 
ceuBtetuTicr :  Mim  8H«io  did  not  bluch  vn^ 
fn^ocntly,  and  h«-  ihmtght  br  had  n^tr  bvfon 
teca  b«r  louk  half  so  besuuful.  Ht-  mc  nrtt 
to  her  at  dinnrr,  and  «»  iK>t  a  little  gnuiAed 
by  tlie  unusual  kindons  of  ber  Dtanner;  ahr 
•c«i»cd  It!  wish  to  pitt  him  at  c«*e  with  hinudf, 
aad  to  try  to  make  Inm  forget  that  he  might 
be  a  subject  of  obienratxM  (o  the  re«t  ot  ibe 
conipany.  In  iHr  cvcoing  abe  very  ddlcairly 
Tniium)  to  ntpreM  the  noenv  tytnpathy  »be 
had  Celt  for  him  durtug  tbe  la*t  few  dtqM;  ceo. 


pi 


,,„... ..reed  to -i.««.^^^^^^^^^ 

^     He  w»»  »  ^^^  *'^  wirpri»«i  -bn 

J^  him  i'l«=  '"^  '"PPened  m  oWrre  thai 

Jiar  unHers"'"l''¥  «i««i  between  Miw 

j^uoi  a»'^   *''^  genileman  with  whom  the 

.i.uied,   before  she  hmelftnew  who  tiiher 

-i^ni    viere  :   •*"'  ''"t  it  was  ihii  drcuiD' 

incc  which  had  c»ii«d  her  to  utter  an  expres- 

uf  a^toniehnMOt  when  his  cousin  had  been 

;irst  pointed  out  to  her. 

The  subject  waa  altogether  so  iDtere^tio); 
>»olh  W  Mr.  WiU<Mighbv  and  to  Mi«  Sdwio, 
that  ther  eomtantlj  recurred  to  it.  Their  coo- 
TCTgatioD  uauawd  an  air  of  confidence  which 
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wred  very  severely  Misa  Mordauni'a  wicked 
and  unprincipled  conduct :  and  added  some* 
thing  about  lirr  tinp«nluiiub]c  fully  in  hftviog 
thrown  away  the  hjippincM  that  wa>  within  her 
reach,  iind  l)ie  l>ad  UNtv  sh«  had  nhown  in  the 
choice  she  had  made. 

Nerer  had  flattery  fallen  upon  Mr.  Wil- 
loughby'ii  ear  in  so  agreeable  and  insinuating  a 
guise,  and  he  was  far  frotn  being  proof  ag«in>t 
i(8  fascinating  influence.  He  wa»  tinarling  uu< 
der  the  ve^cation  of  a  recent  insult.  He  Had 
juBt  been  tn-itted  with  nignal  contempt  by  a 
woman  for  w)u>ni  he  had  ooniienled  to  Kscrifiee 
IitH  best  affections, — s  woman  wboin  be  had 
despised  ti»o  much  lo  lie  able  to  lo*e,  and  whose 
only  recommendation  was  found  in  (he  length 
of  htT  rent-roll.  He  now  saw  himself  re- 
garded with  grnlifytng  interext  by  (he  beauliful 
person  «rho  hut)  always  betii  (he  secret  idol  of 
his  admiration  —  be  heard  himself  indirectly 
praiwd  by  Iter  who  excelled  Itis  cousin  as  much 
in  every  mental  (juiilification  as  she  did  in  np- 
(warance,  and  wbo  was  inferior  to  her  in  nothing 
but  in  fortune. 

The  contrast  wa«  most  striking ;  and,  aa  it 
roaa  upon  Charles's  imaginntion.  he  became 
every  momeot  more  deeply  disgusted  with  Miw 
Mordauni's  character,  and  mure  captivated  with 
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Uut  of  Mi»S«lirin.  Hv  lunged  to  hear  the 
latter  repeat  vtery  word  of  kintlti«iw  the  b«d 
■pnken  — he  was  impatient  to  sssure  t^er  tlial, 
tat  frmn  bein|[  fcricved  b;  iIh-  fvilurc  of  bis 
nwrrug«,  be  rcjuic«d  sJDcrrely  at  ittv  escape  be 
bad  madp  :  and  that  \w  perfectly  haled  hiniiel/ 
tor  ever  having  ogtwd  to  an  eoga^emest  which 
could  au\f  have  ended  tn  vrrctehedncw. 

Hit  ex|4analioa  *aa  pr»b*l>l)'  very  (!lix|t»ent, 
tar  UIm  Selwin  received  it  with  evident  aatw- 
factiofl.  He  was  a  ffood  deal  surprised  when 
■he  told  bim  Jie  had  ha|)pvne<I  to  obMerve  tlut 
■  pceuliiir  underwUnding  rxi»icd  )>etwee«  MJM 
MnrdauDt  and  the  grittleinaa  wilh  whom  die 
had  elnped,  before  she  heraetrknew  who  either 
uf  them  were ;  aod  that  it  was  this  circutn- 
tfance  which  had  csuaed  her  to  utter  an  expres* 
ana  of  nnloniehmcDl  when  his  cousin  hod  been 
fir&t  poiDted  out  to  hi-r. 

The  nubject  wan  altogetlicr  to  i»iere«linR 
both  tu  Mr.  Willoughby  aitd  to  Miss  Selwin, 
that  they  coastantly  recurred  to  it.  Their  con- 
versatioD  oseunied  an  iiir  of  cunlidviicu  which 
made  other  people  feel  that  it  would  be  imjier- 
tinent  to  join  in  it,  and  Mr*.  Selwin  liad  too 
much  diKretUm  over  to  interrupt  the  sort  of 
t*lt-A-tU«  which  WAS  thus  eaablished  bttwv),<3i 
iheiB. 
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It  hw  Ix-en  i>bt>erved  lltat  Charles  Wt 
loUf(M)V  w.-Ls  ■  worlfilv-niiruitt]  younj;  tntin, 
ihat  III'  n<'Klrt-t«l  no  t>|ipurtunily  of  pruinotin| 
lib  uwn  inlcnrtt ;  yvt,  by  a  stnuifrr  contradiction 
Iti  Ilia  i-liaracl(*r,  h«  wm  often  cnirin)  uwtty  bjr 
«  *uii(lrit  iii))iulM-,  and  led  oil  )iit<M»idtfraU-ljr  to 
titi  llir  tiioul  iiiiprudcul  tliinj{!>.  SuiDc  of  the 
mini  ii»|iorlBHl  cvralB  ot  his  life  had  bccD 
fliifnonl  hv  >hr  mnh  slarlKuf  ihi*  xort  of  vxcitc- 
iiMftil.  Ill  iIh'  prvM-nt  instance  be  >hu(  liia  eyQ%, 
tu  Ihff  ttaitfirr  i>f  the  ittcltantmrnl  frum  which,) 
Iw  IimI  m>l  |M>«rcr  iw  iiH-liiutioii  to  tear  hiuiaelf 
away,  lie  vraa  i»u»ciutis  that  Mim  Si-lwin's 
Mwihiv  IxN'atKr  I'VfTy  hiitir  nwrc  c«aci>linl  lu  hia 
hH|i|>4iM>aii.  lit)  dvlaytil  lii»  dr(NU-lurv  from  da^ 
t'l  i\»y,  and  i>l  lfiif[lli,  in  rvturuing  uue  evening 
fniiK  a  \¥ry  gay  and  |>lr«*ai)t  rural  fftr,  to 
mUU\U  all  iImi  giir»t»  at  Mr.  Hampton's  had 
Inimi  liitiliil.  lite  wortli  which  dn-idcd  hit  dea- 
lliiy  wrn>  *|N>ki  II  ^li<-  pn>|io»nl  to  Miss  Selwtn* 
■nil  wu  aei-r|il«l. 

for  a  )>Hij(  tluifi  aAer  be  rctireil  to  bu  own 
niMH  liv  frll  far  ttiu  luppy  and  loouiucbec> 
■ImI  til  W  alilr  to  roni)KM-  hiniK-lf  toreat; 
■ltr|l  raitu!  al  laal,  auJ  whtu  lie  wnLem-d  iii  llit 
nioniliifd  hi'  had  only  «  moTuaed  recullecliou 
urtho  »pw  niftaitiiiK'iil  h*-  had  ixm traded.  As 
hit  Idnu  began  li^-  degree*  to  arrange  tltoo- 
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MftH,  KNRc  rtry  tmnitnrnrUbIc  misfpWnfr*  a> 
to  ibr  prutletKv  of  rh«^  atep  hr  lind  ukm,  Mart* 
•d  up  in  awkward  array  before  httn.  In  hrr. 
■df  Mw  Selwitt  was  cv<TTihin((  l>r  roiiM  wiiJt 
ber  to  be ;  but  catniuon  wriise  Mif:gr«trd  thai  a 
partioeleM  wife  was  very  ill  •iitird  tn  an  nlra- 
f^mot  Tauo|{  mati,  «hi)*a  prrwnt  mean*  wnv 
extremely  alnnkr,  and  wbote  fdnitBe  berrafter 
•onld  not  be  U^  eaaufcli  to  aOov  liini  tn  \Ut 
is  A  ttfle  which  nerordcd  irilli  the  virwa  and 
habiu  he  Knd  fdrrorc). 

He  khrunk  fmni  ihe  prospect  of  inrolrtng  a 
pemo  lie  was  attnciied  to  in  the  dtfficulrJn  he 
tit  exaewivdy  unwilling  in  encnimter  htmsdf ; 
and  be  was  almost  temptnl  to  regret  that  he 
had  ever  corm  to  Mr.  HamplonV  Howpver, 
k  waa  DOW  too  btr  to  rrcnil  what  haJ  jioiised, 
ha  boooor  waa  pledf^ed :  ami  he  dn^Htl  him- 
■rifwilh  the  intentinn  of  writing  to  hia  father 
ttdbre  be  went  down  stair*. 

He  bcpmn  srveral  letters;  but  betwren  the 

rkwoftlnes*  be  fell  obout  knowing  bow  to 
unounce  bia  rvh  mnrhage,  ami  vh^imr  at  bar. 
Bg  Ki  ipeedily  got  over  bix  diHapptiinlmcnt,  he 

jod  h  IinpoMliIe  to  finish  any  of  ihein,  atw], 
bKUod  of  wriiing,  he  rL-mlvcd  to  go  and  break 
the  tnaner  to  hi*  father  in  person. 

The  sight  of  bis  bcloTed  August*,  and  the 
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of  kb  frunds,  (who  had  bvcn 

b;  ber  mother  of  tfae 

,)  MOO  dtspdled  all  hit  ua- 

liltlr  tvmuDefl  Co  be  tnlki-d 

pam  ns  about  to  disperse ; 

<Ikt.  Mrs.  aad  Mis  Sdwiti 

the  Irmtttfati,  mid 

■'»  abode. 

>  ■MaaUaaii  was  roiDglMl 

vkn  be  heant  of  bit 

A,  bat  be  dricrmined 

liable.     He 
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^B  of  ttrict  ceoouiny  which  he  had  been 
nUiged  to  furm.  Ur  lud  bd  inatiDctire  hanar 
td  nmniog  into  debt,  wfajch  he  nU  bw« 
VDold  bv  purdiasin);  temponry  gratiicstia«  al 
til*  eepeiue  of  pemiunmt  dialraac  He  was  too 
tMtk  to  give  up  without  regM  aoj  luxury  io 
rtkh  be  bad  been  accnMoaied  to  iodulf^v,  aad 
loo  proud  not  to  be  BeiMidTel<r  afraid  that  the 
worid  fhouM  diKover  hU  povenjr.  Thus  be 
had  m  constani  strufff^le  to  maintain  in  chaoUag 
Ue  own  expendTe  fancies,  and  a  eonstaat  stib> 
3«et  of  am>K;  in  eodearouring  to  keep  op  ap- 
psraocea- 
Jin.  WiUuugliby  wai  fortuoatet;  not  exti». 
it  either  by  nalurp  or  educatian,  and  ibe 
bard  to  make  ihe  moat  of  tbtir  fartunr, 
and  to  remedy  a*  far  a*  powible  by  her  altcn* 
ticn  and  gwxl  managctncnt  the  inoomcniaot 
eflacta  of  the  wulcful  faalHta  hrr  hudand  had 
contnctnl.  AU  her  rcirmclinicnt*  were  quietly 
and  privately  made,  and  it  waw  by  hennif  thai 
they  were  principally  felL  Her  drawing  rooro 
was  particularly  pretty  and  ekgani,  her  littk 
dtncMTt  were  ntcrllrat,  and  bcr  dreaa  was  alwaya 
tmart  m»d  fnnhionnble.  Nobody  nuiipccted 
ihnt,  whvti  Mr.  Wiilmighby  dined  out,  »he  uU 
up  lalb  aud  warkvd  hard  to  mnoufacturc  the 
bccumtiig  tiats,  and  to  make  with  her  own  deli- 
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cate  fingpn  ihe  Iwdtitiftil  ifowns,  that  were  unW 
»ersally  admins)  when  tihc  wore  them. 
'  The  Miecemve  InrthH  of  thrift!  chiUiren  of 
wurse  ininvai^d  ihe  difficulties  and  i-xpeiinw  of 
Mr.  and  Atrs.  Wiiloughby  ;  ajid  when  the  two 
younfrest  were  carried  off  by  the  hooping- 
oougli,  it  was  fiitpposod  that  Ihdr  father  did 
not  etinwider  iheir  loss  an  a  p^eat  calamity.  He 
■old  his  cDiiimiMtiim  in  the  Ounnln,  hut  he  con- 
tinued to  live  in  London,  and  at  his  father's 
death  he  determined  to  let  his  place  in  the 
country.  One  of  his  neighbours  having  Hoon 
after  made  him  nn  advantagooii*  offer  for  hi* 
house  and  properly,  he  very  readily  eotiKented 
to  dinpuse  of  hi«  patrimonial  estate. 

His  eireumstanees  were  in  future  much  less 
stniiietH-d,  and  hit  yearn  flowed  on  in  vmc  at 
least,  if  not  in  afRut-iice.  Kefure  the  |>erio<)  at 
which  our  tale  commences,  his  eldest  son  hod 
grown  up  to  man's  estate,  and,  lui*ing  shown 
a  decided  prefereiR'e  for  llie  antiy,  luid  lieen 
placed  in  the  Dragoon?!.  Another  mn  and  n 
daughter,  (Ixilh  of  whom  were  connitlerably 
younger  than  their  brother,)  completed  the 
family.  Edward  was  intended  for  iIh-  church, 
and  WOK  studying  at  Oxforxl ;  and  Augusta 
was  nearly  old  enough  to  come  out. 

ftlr.  Wiiloughby  had  never  seen  his  cousin 
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noce  bcr  elopt-nwnt ;  her  butliaiiil  had  token 
btr  im mediate]}'  u>  Ireland,  where  be  alwajra 
left  her  wbro  he  vent  awajr  to  unuw  hinutdf 
ebevberc;  hi*  cruel  tn-almcnt  broke  bcr  bnu-t, 
md  >h«  died  >'HUOg,  iin|iitk-d,  and  iH>gIccl«l. 

SJk-  left  a  Dumeruuii  fninily,  but,  cither  from 
natural  delicacy  or  from  want  of  proper  care, 
oai;  two  of  ttw-  poor  lilLlv  orplians  &ur\'ived 
their  childhood.  Tlw  dralh  of  on«  of  ihcae 
children  was  peculiarly  iiivlauchitly ;  he  had 
bvcD  allowvd  by  hia  tiur«e  U>  waiidvr  out  aluiu;, 
■ik),  aa  a  lalwurer  had  aeeii  him  pUyiog  dote 
to  the  edge  of  the  rivvr,  it  was  suppo»ed  that 
be  nxint  have  fallen  over  the  bank  and  b^en 
(IruwomJ.  The  water  was  deep  and  (he  itrrani 
rapid,  and  hi*  body  could  sever  Iw  diteovrred. 

The  turvivort  wt-rt^  both  M>nM,  and  their  eilu- 

catioii   was   niikcrably   nvglcetixl.      When    ihe 

ddni  altaitiMl  his  ntajurily  he  look  the  name 

uf  MurdaunI,  and  was  put  ioto  possession  of 

an    his  molbcr'fl  properly-     He  iiiurricd  a  dift* 

reputable  woman  niiK-h  older  ihnii  hiinwlf,  and 

hnke  Ilis  neck  some  yean  afterward*  by  full- 

ilif;  flown  Hun  in  a  slate  of  brutal  iutuviea- 

twm.     The  M.-cond,  who  had  cIiumh  to  go  into 

the  army,  h^d  iH-tfti  killed  in  a  duel  a  few  rooiuha 

before  the  catoalrophe  tliai  terminatod  his  Uro- 

t}Kr>  Ufe. 
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As  nHtti«r  of  thorn  left  twirt,  the  Murdaunt 
e»tate«  uf  course  devolved  to  Mr.  Willoiighhy 
as  the  Qcxt  relation  in  Buccesaion  ;  and  he  thus 
at  length  bceamc  most  unexpectedly  possessed 
of  the  rich  inherilancc  which  he  had  furaierl^' 
been  destined  to  share  with  his  cousin. 

ThJ«  ludden  nnjuiitilion  of  fortune  seeinod  to 
promise  him  every  worldly  ha))])ine«s  he  could 
desire.  He  could  in  future  funii  no  wii>h  )»c 
would  not  have  the  power  uf  gratifying.  He 
was  raised  at  odc«  to  weight  and  consequence. 
His  wife  would  be  rewarded  for  all  hrr  past 
privations  Ity  »haring  with  him  the  enjoyment 
of  bis  wealth  ;  an<I  his  children  woidd  hence- 
forward 1)c  able  to  command  all  tho^  advan- 
tages he  had  hitherto  regretted  being  inca)>able 
of  procuring  for  ibon. 

He  was  impatient  to  go  down  Into  the  coun- 
try and  make  prcpnrationN  for  inhabiting  his 
fitw  old  plnee ;  and  he  lost  no  time  in  looking 
out  for  a  house  in  I^ndan  handMme  enough  |i> 
accord  with  his  present  circumstances. 
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II  I  Ne'er  <liil  tirecian  chiid  msm 

A  Njmpll,  ■  Naiu),  or  a  Giace, 
C>f  ftaar  fomi,  or  lovellar  hot  I 

Sra  Waltm  Scott. 


Tits  inberiuoce  Mr.  Willougiiby  nooeodad 
to  was  situated  in  ojm  oT  tlie  midland  coi]Uti«». 
By  »  cIausc  iti  tb«  eotoil,  he  wa»  enjuined  "  to 
bear  the  dudv  uid  urtns  of  Mordaunt  only,"  a 
ooadiiion  ho  r«rjr  readily  complied  with ;  and 
he  relin(|ui»hrd  Kig  former  appcllntioi)  without 
aae  paiig  uf  rvgrt-t.  llis  new  donmiii  wiu  very 
vxtenuvf,  aiwl  h)»  [iouhi  lurgc  uvi  lutndKKoe. 
It  had  Utterly  bwii  kept  ia  very  bad  order, 
and  it  miuircd  mucb  repair,  ■»  wAl  as  newly 
Siting  up.  A  profewional  (HTum  was  inime- 
dijUrly  mgaged  to  tuiMniittfiid  the  iroproTc- 
mmu  and  nllerationi  out  of  doors,  and  Mrt. 
MurdAiinl'ft  Unte  wu  iippttaled  to  to  clioute 
tl>e  funiiiure  and  direct  tlie  interior  docora- 
liotH. 


Si 


THE  HEIR   OF  HOaDAUNT. 


Mudi  pro^^rasa  might  be  made  in  these 
vorlcB  in  »  few  tnouthH;  uud  t(  wmc  cxjK-rtttl 
(hat  by  tiw  <-ntl  of  tlie  new  Ijondoii  waMtt 
everything  bI  Mordaunl  would  be  in  a  slate 
of  •ullivicnt  furwurcliH.-st)  to  allow  ibe  new  poa- 
K-*Mrii  to  coiiiv  duwi)  uD(l  ntublUh  ihcniwlvvs 
iit  llirir  CMUDlty  reniJcm-e.  Their  dnuKhlcf 
would  not  bi-  kl-vciiu-vu  until  ttw  folloMing 
autumn,  u»d  they  oon»<M]uvnlly  t)i«>nght  bor 
too  youDg  tu  go  out  in  town  that  y«Kr. 

Augusta  Murduuul  inherited  hl^^  molhcr'a 
beauty,  and  waa  by  no  iiteann  inferior  tu  Iter  io 
Bt^oumpli^hmeDtB;  but,  without  being  &by,  i>h« 
had  niuiv  timidity  of  character  and  less  oonli- 
dence  in  Itcnwlf.  'J'hougb  »hr  had  bceo  brought 
up  eniirnly  in  London,  tlic  wn*  perfectly  nrt- 
lew  and  unafTeclcd ;  and  the  gaiety  of  her  dia- 
pamttou  wat.  reRicled  in  her  countenance,  and 
gave  an  additional  charm  to  her  naturally 
gnoeful  manner.  Her  figure  was  tall  and 
finely  prujiurtioned ;  i>he  had  a  delicately  fair 
complexion,  very  dark  hair,-^and  her  eye*, 
(which  were  fringed  with  uneoniutonly  loiigeye- 
laahn,)  were  that  dt.x-p  hIuuIc  of  blue  whicli  is 
oft<-n  mivtakni  for  black. 

Auguikta  had  never  had  a  gaveme«s:  Mra. 
Monlaunt  had  umlerlaken  the  tavJi  of  being 
tier  inttnictress,  and,  without  neglecling  any  of 
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her  other  nuraerou*  occup«lMMi  bad  alway* 
fauud  lime  to  attend  very  ftrietly  to  iirr 
d«uj^ter'*  edumtton.  Hvr  anxietj',  bowwer. 
kid  been  chieSjr  directed  to  ber  aeeooiplMt- 
neati :  tbougli  she  had  b1k>  mdesvourrd  in 
oblige  ber  to  acquire  juol  a»  much  tupcrfictal 
loigv  oa  Rtif^l  cDttdc  her  tu  be  vunwdrntd 
and  well-iitfoniwd  tu  lhi>  lemmed  and 
tific  Bgv.  I'poD  the  L-ultun-  o(  ber  aiiad 
the  fiintiation  of  hvr  priociplrs  slw  had  ocM 
thought  it  Droessary  tu  be*>tuw  much  jaitn*. 
She  had  never  taught  her  to  reflcci  seriuukh* 
upon  tlte  ilutiev  of  fcjfgiun,  and  Au^utta  coi>< 
(cquentlj  believed  that  fthc  fulfilled  thein  verjr 
tably  if  she  went  regularly  to  chureh  onca 
tvtry  Sunday. 

Mn.  Uordauol  brrtclf  lutd  been  brought  up 
mud)  in  the  Mun«  uuinner.  Sliv  *a>  one  of 
people  who  are  juMly  loiJied  upon  bjr  all 
acquaintance  at,  patterns  of  worldly  rx- 
■inoe  fthe  waa  exemplary  in  the  per- 
furtnance  of  every  moral  duty.  Kndowed  with 
j(Ood  Mtiae,  and  naturally  atuiable  and  well- 
riiipoaed,  »be  did  everything  that  was  right  and 
proper  by  a  happy  »urt  of  inslii>cl,^fur  it  muot 
b«  conTcMcd  that  ber  ouoduct  wa»  not  guided 
by  uiy  higher  principle.  Sbe  was  an  odmirabU- 
wifv;  ber  devution  tu  her  husband  nude  l»er 
roL.  1.  c 
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obied  of  her  life  to  1 

md  *b«  oond- 
to  k  dweffully 
Beraftcdon  for  ' 
her  cUUns.  aad  At  OR  «itk  which  she  pre. 
adtd  o*«r  Adr  wfacljoa,  «vr  oxuvcnaUy 
fnmA  i^Mhmimj  mm  ttktm  the  tnabiaai  ' 
Mdyw^  bM- •?>«»  «f  iMMioa.  il  voold 
hatv  bn«  dMovetul  that  k  fifad  Id  train  up 
hrr  pupQsi  aol  m  the  far  «f  God,  but  rather  id 
ihafMrofthenrU. 

Her  auM  were  of  coone  tem%  to  tcbool  at  «■ 
earij  ■!(«%  and  that  uLca  OM  of  btr  bands ;  bat 
bf  ilwnhwr^ltMirrrr  bad  (as  we  bare  m«b) 
OMB  BBOMaM  wf  Mtwtf  alme. 

As  a  beautiful  chiU,  Auputa  had  been 
diviMtl  up  aod  bfougfat  down  to  the  diawfaig.  ^ 
imai  to  be  admired  bv  all  bet  nother't  rititan ; 
but  wbcn  tltc  iircw  a  great  giil,  she  waa  kqM 
won  in  ibr  backirnMiod,  under  pretenoe  of 
bcin^;  obliged  toalttod  to  btr  studies.  Mrs. 
Monlntinl  perreimvl  lliat  the  would  pmbUiljr 
Im  rktrt-iurlj-  prrttjr;  aud  tbe  thought  th«t  ihe 
Mil*  likrly  to  maie  a  much  greater  seasatioa  ■ 
wlivu  iJiv  came  out,  if  she  bad  itot  bera  pns 
MioUiJ}'  »CCtl. 

IMw  bad  fvw  (datiottt,  and  bad  ocrcr  been    | 
iir«KMl  to  funn  any  inlimaoca  with  com- 
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(Mioes  of  her  own  i^.  Her  brotber  Kdwud 
m  her  greo)  ttiead  and  ally ;  when  be  a-a*  at 
Ime  tbey  were  almoM  inseparable,  and  »lie 
bverf  bini  f%r  more  (ban  anybody  else  in  the 
toU.  She  frit  a  mott  aflectloiiate  admJraliun 
br  ber  brother  Cturle*,  liul  he  had  been  alinurt 
oiHtaiitlj  absent  with  hU  regiment — he  wst 
in  Ttars  older  than  herBcir;^wheR  they  liafv 
prxd  to  be  together,  be  irealed  her  quite  oa 
•  cfaihl,  and  she  wm  conscqnenlly  rather  afraid 
of  bttn.  She  wiu  warmly  antl  dutifully  attached 
ta  ber  fiuher  and  mother  :  yet  of  the  former 
Jie  Hood  much  in  awe,  and  to  the  latter  (whom 
Ac  refrarde<l  as  the  cleverest  and  most  oecom* 
pttsbed  penon  in  exiitcnce)  she  look^  up  with 
I  mpeet  almoat  bordering  ujion  vcnnatioa- 

Haviag  said  thua  much  of  the  sister,  it  is 
ry  tn  f^ve  some  deMrription  of  the  bro- 
Tbe  eldest  was  a  fine  high-spirited 
yenag  man ;  he  had  great  deeisnii  ufcharacter, 
aaa  rather  hau^iy  and  overbearing  in  his 
tuBpCT,  and  was  much  devoted  to  his  pro- 
firanon,  in  which  he  was  eon&idercd  an  excel- 
Int  and  pruniicfn;;  officer. 

The    wcond   was    s    lirely,   warm-hearted, 
Tonth*   who  united  the  moft  enga^ng 
of  dtspotition  Biid  manners  with  un- 
coBltMNt  firmneM  of  mind. 

c-a 
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Botti  wvn  vxtnmtAy  good-looking.  Charles's 
figure  was  tall  and  cum maQ ding,  and  hU  dark 
cycH  sparkled  willi  fire  and  inuOligL-nco.  Kd- 
wanl  wai  nhorlrr  ami  nxjrc  sUghtlv  made ;  bia 
a>iii[>lexiiin  was  fair,  his  features  regular,  and 
ttteir  exgiresuon  peculiarly  agreeable. 

Iti-  tiad  «|>ciit  ull  his  holidoys  and  vacntiooi 
at  hunie ;  nn<l  if  lit;  hud  formerly  looked  for- 
irsrd  with  iLati*faction  to  the  itli^  of  taking 
urdcra,  the  prospect  hud  now  become  doubly 
delightful  to  him,  since  the  valuable  living  of 
Mordaunl  was  in  his  father's  gift;  and  at  the 
dmili  of  the  present  incumbent,  who  waa  EC'S 
prewntiv'l  to  Ix-  an  old  man,  lit?  would  be  com- 
fortoltly  e»(al)ltt.heil  in  a  good  house,  not  nbove 
ihrmxiuarieni  of  u  mile  distant  from  His  own 
family,  and  within  distance  of  a  walk  of  hit 
Iwlovod  Augusta. 

,Thc  workn  at  the  Park  proceeded  rapidly ; 
vm)*  Mrly  in  July,  Mr.  and  Mrs-  Mordaunt, 
HOcrinipanicd  by  their  daughter  and  ibeir  M 
yoiingml  win,  arrived  there  to  inspect  them. 
TlM'y  were  to  be  joined  by  (Jharle»  in  the  courte 
nf  tbe  autumn;  but,  as  be  had  been  auiuuiig  I 
hiiitnelf  in  town  in  ihv  apring,  it  was  uncertain 
Imw  aouii  he  might  again  be  able  to  obtain 
Irare  of  ab»enec. 
.iiThe  villugr- bells  were  rung  at  the  approach 
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«f  lh#  pfttf,  the  borsea  were  takva  out  of  tlirir 
arriaf^,  and   they  were  welcomed  willt  tvtTf 
dmntnt ration  nf  rc«pcrt  and  rejoiciDg  b^  (hr 
IdMnls  and   peaaanlry,  ivhn  wiir  delighted  at 
^^■riog  that  their  landlord  iatendcd  to  tt-Mtb: 
^^Wof  them.    They   had   suffered  au    much 
from  the  misrule  and  exactions  of  hi«  prrd**- 
ttuan,  that  they  weiv  tuWv  aware  cf  the  com- 
brt  aiid  advaala;^  thej-  should  derive  fmin  the 
pmnm  and   protection  of  a  diflerent  Mri  nf 
and   the    old  [tropic  said  that  it  rr> 
led  lh«ia  of  good  old  ttim^   to  tre  ■  rr- 
^Mctdtle  faaiily  come  down  lo  live  upon  their 
uwD  Mtate. 

Miss  Mordaunl  waa  delighted  with  a  ivn-p. 
tloD  at  once  to  flattering  and  su  difTt-rcDt  froni 
vfaat  abc  had  expected.  8lie  was  tnnch  pleased, 
loo,  with  the  size  andcxtcnt  of  the  handsonu? 
plac«  «he  iras  now  to  consider  h«r  home,  and 
dazKWd  with  the  consequence  that  seemed  to  K- 
attached  to  everything  connected  with  it  Sht- 
had  never  in  hvT  life  been  farther  than  a  ten- 
nilca  drive  from  London,  eiccept  diiriiig  the  short 
viril  »bc  had  iMifore  made  to  Mordaunt.  It  wai 
then  the  depth  of  the  winttr  ;  the  weather  wuh 
had,  the  houae  liv>ked  ilLsiitnte  and  unfuriii«h- 
ed,  and  ihs  whole  scene  had  an  air  of  wrelched- 
Ali  wu  now  changed  ;  the  rooms  appeared 
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gsy  tnd  cheerful;  and  though  they  were  not 
5«t  fiobbed,  enough  had  herd  done  to  >huw 
bow  oomfiiruble  and  luxurious  ibrj  wotiid  Iw. 
The  gurdm  iiad  been  put  in  order;  and  D«w 
pmvm  hjd  bcm  ronncd,  and  filled  with  • 
prufuHon  of  (flnntii  which  were  in  full  blooin. 
AuguaU  thought  it  (|uite  a  liitle  paradise. 
Kvery  object  out  of  duors  was  new  to  her. 
She  waa  enchanted  with  the  fine  old  oaks  in 
tl>f  park,  the  wild  scenery  of  the  woods,  and 
the  fmhocM  of  the  fields.  She  hm)  never 
inwf{lnad  anything  to  enjoyable  a-t  her  long 
rambLca  with  Edward;  and  she  found  it  da* 
lightful  (o  be  able  to  go  out  again  io  llic 
rveninjf,  and  to  walk  by  moonlight.  With  the 
ardent  cnthuuaam  of  early  youth,  she  mugniBcd 
all  the  charms  of  a  country  life,  and  dedaitd 
"  that  ttiH-  n-undered  how  it  was  poa.'dble  that 
any  persons,  who  could  spend  their  time  among 
the  beauties  of  Nature,  should  prefer  shutting 
themselves  up  in  a  crowded  town,  where  tbey  ■ 
were  half-suffocated  with  smoke  and  dust." 

Mrs.  Hordaunt  wsa  much  nmuwd  with  the 
tuavtti  of  Atigusta*5  admiration  of  roses  and 
grem  fields ;  and  she  secretly  smiled  to  think 
how  soon  the  would  chanf^  her  opinion  of  ihe 
cunipanlive  pleasures  of  town  and  cuuntryi 
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wu  M)  Uily-likc  in  her  manner.  U»(  htr  nj^ 
pvarancv  w«k  vcn  prrpu»sr«Mng.  Her  j/^ 
liAurii  VTM  cutmiM'ly  prvily,  and  her  dispoMtion 
v«*  M  aptUl)lp  ait  the  mwt  anxious  wuhMof 
ItiT  frJvndK  i-utilii  de&iiv  it  to  Ih-- 

Miw  Mttntaunt  was  much  plMUWtl  with  her 
young  K"*""''  ■^■"'  dvlifchtMi  to  think  that  ab« 
WM  Ml  miir  a  n<-ighlMiur.  Sh«  expressed  a 
hopf  thftl  thvy  iJvtiuld  iw  m  great  deal  of  each 
(Hbcri  kihI  vhv  wait  wkdly  disappointed  whta 
idw  ftiutti]  ihal  Dr.  Stanley  was  f>oin^  th« 
rnllnvriiiK  <H«vk  (<>  the  Ma  for  his  ht-nlth,  and 
that  )h>  inlrttdctl  to  be  absent  frotii  Itome  for 
thnv  intmlh*. 

K.dwanl  happeitod  to  be  mit  when  the 
viailora arrived  ;  and  when  he  entered  the  room, 
■non  after  ihrir  de|>ariure,  be  found  his  father 
qikI  molhvr  siill  lalking  theni  over. 

"  Doctor  Slnnley,"  observed  Mr.  Mordaunt, 
"  ifl  a  very  le«nted,  and  I  believe  a  very  good 
mau,  but  bin  health  set- ms  terribly  infirm ;  be 
doea  not  give  nic  lite  idea  of  l>eing  likely  to 
n-maiti  much  luii^-r  in  this  world." 

"  He  ceruinly  apiicars  n  great  deal  older 
than  I  lud  expected  to  tix  him."  answered 
Mr».  itlordaunt.  "  But  what  do  you  think  of 
the  daughters?  Th«  eldwt  i*  always  rrpre- 
aeotwl  na  a  particularly  clever,  excellent  perron ; 
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r\«r4  pfrtwl  «W«  W  viihcd  hm  to  jein  Ua 
fHMrty.  Md  aAM.  ttM  W  htf^  Hn.  Wing. 
IMlt  «H«t>M  K-  abb  R>  ytrwatfa  ifar  ladin  to 
«'<<Mti|WUv  brr  M  th«  lluaiarttf  Racn. 

Mi«.  M««ibaM  ««uU  Imw  iikvd  Uiu  pUn 
Wttll  nti'iifih  fitr  Kmdf,  but  the  was  modi  tl»- 
(•.•o  .1  III  ilivti'ivc  it,  ticcaiHOtbr  thou^t  ii  might 
)>r.>«<  »  illMuU«i)l«p-  to  her  dsu^rcr  to  go  to 
t  htn^lMtl  tiofor*  *ht  had  apfK«rcd  io  LoodoD. 


I 


THK   HUK  OF   MOSDACItT. 


9S 


Mr,  Honlaunt  wu  of  ■  (iiScimt  opfafan. 
Doocaster,"  be  said,  **  vu  the  beat  meetiag 
'.  the  kind  in  Kogland ;  nobodj'  eouM  be  Mp- 
to  acquire  Moinwti  fon  by  being  then. 
was  •ereolwii ;  she  could  not  be  kept 
looger  iu  the  •cbooUroocn ;  but  the  wr* 
inllj  lo  raw  and  ctiUdi*h  in  her  idrtu,  that  be 
riioald  be  almost  asiumed  to  lake  her  to  A\- 
■■bkV  A  little  {nwiouft  training  in  (be  cxMin- 
try  toight  prorv  tvi^  beiM-fidal  lo  her.  Site 
vottbl  not  know  a  cnatun'  at  tbi-  race*  except 
the  party  who  went  from  Mr.  \Ving6dd*»,  aad 
it  would  one  be  ncctsfeary  to  introduce  her  lo 
any  ooe  ela* —  uoIcm  it  was  to  thoie  people  of 
dteir  own  set  wbois  ibcy  taigbt  happen  to  loeet 
tfam," 

It  wa*  Dot  upon  Auguala's  account  alone 
tlul  bcT  fatbi.>r  deemed  it  would  be  desirable  to 
go  to  Ur.  WiDg6«l(l'6.  He  had  begun  lu  tin- 
of  lb*  tnoooton;  of  hii  life  at  Mordaunt ;  hi* 
tiflM  was  only  partially  occupied  by  buthiea*, 
be  wa*  not  fond  of  reading,  and  thr  nriglibour- 
bood  afforded  him  lilllc  aocicty.  He  nxii:  about 
his  park  or  along  the  tuntpike-road,  but  h« 
lud  Da  taste  for  rurvl  pursuits :  and,  in  diort, 
in  apile  of  hi*  ncwly-ae(|uircd  fortune  aiKJ 
coHwqueoce,  be  felt  I'cry  much  out  of  his  ele< 
He  thought    that  an  excursion   from 


or  firimtUa 


iMfwirtoMn. 

1  tbiM^i  tkM  >««  md  I 
fomwrdan  oaanfanaUr 


',  •ddrcHiqg 
~  t»wKTon  berrac 
<l«e*tU>  wccfc. 
talk  «r«r  ow 
.•ad  Imbed 


tnjr  daujtbtcr*  to  bcooaw  wcU  aeiquHatcd  with 
ri>uri>-  How  bmutirul  At  »!  «m1  bow  vcfy 
like  wtwi  AuirutU  Sdvto  «•>  bdon  the 
iniirrMl  t  Mr.  Wta^cfitld  bat  mim  ijaod 
■hiHi|iii)t  ti)  »ff(T  yir.  MonUuDl  and  jrour  Km  ( 
■ml  my  Uiy*  will  iki  ih«r  hc*t  to  unuM  the 
UtUTi  wIm  nill,  prr)w|».  CMxlccccnd    tu  join 
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ladies  were  reluming  from  a  wslk.  Miss  ^Ving- 
field  obwrved  to  Aiigusln,  *  (bat  when  they 
rvKched  the  house,  she  should  have  ihe  jilea* 
^ure  of  introducing  her  1u  a  good  nmoy  ncv 
aoquaintauoc.' 

"Lord  Di-lmon-,"  she  added,  "is  ui  old 
friend  of  jour» :  i.i  he  not  ?" 

"No,"  replied  Miw  MordAunt ;  *' I  never 
sav  him  in  my  life." 

-  "  That  is  very  strange !"  continued  her  vtm- 
panion,  "  considering  tlut  he  is  such  a  great 
and  particuhir  ally  of  your  brother,  Captain 
Mordaunt's." 

"  Oh,"  said  AugtiMa,  "  nothing  is  more  po>- 
<dble.  Charles  has  a  number  of  friends,  but  aa 
I  am  not  regularly  come  out,  I  have  yet  seen 
•carcely  any  of  iJtem.  I  do  not,  hon-ercr,  re- 
collect having  heard  him  mention  I<or<)  Del- 
inore'»  name; — is  he  iit  tiw  army  '(" 

"  H«  wa«,  before  bis  elder  brother^*  death, 
and  in  iIm;  same  regiment  as  Captain  MordAunt. 
Perhaps  you  may  remember  him  better  by  the 
name  of  Mr.  Lionel  D'Ari-y." 

••Lionel  D'Aroy  I"  exclaimed  Miu  Mor- 
daunt ;  '*  to  U-  sure  I  do.  How  very  stupid  of 
me  to  have  furguitcn  his  title  !  I  knew  be  had 
Miccccdcd  tu  a  (lecragc  and  a  fortune ;  but  wbva 
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ytm  KpoiLV  of  Lord  DrimoR'.  I  Itttlr 
vIm  be  wKS-     1  mm  vrrr  gUd    be  » 
Wc  Tcir  I  have  bc«nl  k>  mocb  about  lite,  tfart 
1  Im««  a  ^nnt  curioMtjr  lo  wm  hna.*' 

UiH  Win^dd  MaiM,  at  ite  rtiMrfcgd, 
•*  Lofd  IXsbDure  but,  I  tuppna.  ba  coRadcrad 
a  ad^tboor  ol'  uon,  aiocB  hb  platt  i*  anl  5  Ub 
■ilea  from  bare;  but  w«  are  al  fn-acDt  vary 
digfatly  acquainted  vitb  hmi.  Hi*  bos*  la  a 
f  cry  *■*"■*—■*"*•  OIK,  aad  br  wtU  pnbaHy  lika 
IB  inhabit  it ;  at  leait,  doxing  fan  of  tba  ytm. 
Ha  ma  very  addnBi  tbere  wboi  hia  bmber  w 
■lite." 

Tba     conitraotiMi    was    brokot    off    hen. 
Wheo  AugiiaU  came  down  «tain,  the  dinclad 
a  oirkwa    glance   lowarda  the  pewly-arii«ri 
gncaU,  to  try  if  At  could  diacovar  wfakfa  of 
tbcm  was  Lord  Ddmort ;  but  the  aw  no  oae 
wba  at  all  aniwend  the  deachpiiua  bar  inagi> 
luttoo  had  fonned  ot  his  apptaranee.     Dinner 
was  aniwuDcedi  aad  at  tiut  noiacnt  a  tallt  thin 
yooBg  man,  with  dark  hair  and  eyes,  eaUred 
tb«  roocn.     Ho  was  dmscd  in  tnouming,  and 
he  looked  abaent  «od  mclancbuly  ;  but  there 
woa  aa  eaae  and  a»  air  of  {isbion  about  hioif 
that  ihowed  Kt  oooe  be  was  higb-bocn  aa  w«ll 
81  hi^i-brad.    He  apidagiwd  to  Un.  Wing- 


iHtnv  «t«br«  to  b«  aMrMtaoBd  la  ywo.    Hs, 
wwuitt  acarvcl;  briK«v  Mr  jwt  no«,  ■h«a  I 
IkKI   hlui  JIM   mrr  sj  aata:  bsnqg  «lwa^t 
livfiiil  (.'lurirA  ipeak  of  Tuu  u  'litlk  Augiuta,' 
lid  liiiaMiiml  ^'ou  miut  •till  br  *  cbild." 

^Mm  5Iurilituut  tinv  up  her  fine  tall  figure, 
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■tf'n-U  (iiir  anftry  am)  hiilf  nintltcd  at'  thi* 
BoBlikt*.  Lord  IX'tinorc  look  u  chair  nvMr  hers, 
•ud  At  MKHi  fuund  him  M  very  iLgn'«atilc,  that 
■he  began  to  ftu»pect  nbc  hnd  boro  quit*  de^ 
STed  ID  supposing  be  did  not  iKuaen  gnat 
^national  powers.  He  first  talked  to  her 
hfT  Mixt  brother,  a  subject  that  was  mutiU 
iiUr  totirresting  to  ihiin.  H<-  spoke  of  Charles 
v)th  affection — almo'st  enlhuuasiD  ;  said  "  ihnt 
lie  bad  ever  Tound  hitn  his  bent  as  well  as  his 
deanst  friend,  and  that  he  muit  always  feel 
:y  gniloful  to  him  for  the  kind  ititere*!  he 
had  shown  for  him  when  very  few  olher  people 
cand  what  became  of  him." 

You  can  tittle  understand,  Miss  Mordaunt,'* 
eontinned  he,  "  Imw  much  I  owe  In  your  bro- 
ther's friendship,  or  how  great  a  pleasure  I  feel 
io  acknowledging  that  debt  to  any  of  hts  family. 
1  was  told  I  was  to  6nd  him  here  to-day,  and  I 
will  truly  confess  to  you  that  the  prospect  of 
meeting  your  party  fruui  Murdaunt  was  the 
only  inducement  that  teni[)Le<l  nie  to  accept  Mr. 
Wmf;fiHd's  invitslion.  Cliarles  and  I  liave  for- 
iierly  spent  many  happy  days  together  in  our 
barrack -rooms,  aa  portionless  soldiers  of  fortune; 
the  fickle  goddess  hoa  since  been  graciously 
pleased  to  smile  upon  ui  both — En  uiy  case  the 
benefit  was  more    than  counterbulanoed   by  a 
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~  ■■  '        ■-■"  '"-y  -vrs  to  mv  neii 
***r^  *"  J'^^'^  upon  his  family  to 

orAitffMte'kflaKiii  btt  dKnra  that  h 

*»«  «*~<J  *^  oooR«ud  to  her  own, 
J^*^ '^  «  W  dN.  h«aa«  «  ;, 
*««■  wt**  t«jrf  Ifcehnare  «,  if  she  h^  j 

A^*****^!?   ""r  MtunUj   be  sup 
»^«  «W  ki^ih  Md  amantioa  of  what 
•fc«*W    W  M«».d    th«r  Mfe4j#e,    h« 
•w«(wJ  tW  •AMfTstMn  of  the  rest  of  the 
mv.      «r»  »«*«.,  rf«trf  Dot  to  « 

*K'»^«i^^«^■«  M   ».<«    hfltrinjr   h^  solidte 
*N^v  W-  Mtttwt  jv»«  of  execurion  , 
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prood  at  Eoinw**  pUrio^.  m  arurit  gnttScd 

bf  ibe  adatiTAtioo  btr  frirtul  rtqiwed  for  Jl ; 

but  >hc  oMild  not  brlp  Kcrrtly  wgrrttteg  thai 

1  I>eUaare  poMcweri  ao  Utile  taate  for  monr 

^11  DOC  to  be  cbwrned  with  it  aln. 

Whst  do  ycNi  think  of  our  oaghbaar  the 
peer  ?~  uid  ^liss  Wiogfield,  idJrt^ig 
Talbot,  who  bad  been  Uaodio^  bj  Um 
grlc,  a&d  eodcanniriag  to  topge  Edwanl 
(ardaimt  in  a  flirtatiaii. 
•*  I  do  Dot  like  him  at  oil,' rqilied  aha;  **  be  b 
-■a  impracticable  and  exclusive." 

'  Mils  MurdauDt  does  not  apptw  to  God  bin 

'  ooe  or  tbc  otlKr." 
^Ob,  I  «uppoM  ha  eoBiidrn  ktr  ocw  of  Us 
to  set.     I  darr  mjf  hr  I*  amoflDg  bar  at  ihb 

at  by  turotng  u>  all  into  ridicule." 
M  He  i*  very  irdcome  to  do  ao  if  he  plraaw  t 
but  I  rather  auapect  that  he  scarccty  dcena  lu 
wurtby  of  ao  much  notice.  If  yoa  do  not  ad- 
niic  his  lordship,  you  must  not  howevn-  otMld 
your  disapprobatioa  to  bis  prcaeot  cocnpaoioo  ; 
she  is  really  a  vrry  aicc  girl,  and  lAt  i»,  1  am 
■urc,  <)uitc  free  from  affectation." 

When    tlie    ladies    went    oat   walking  after 
lurch  the  following  tnorning,  they  wereescort- 
r-ed  by  I^urd  l>clinor«: ;  and  it  so  happened  that 
be  fbuud  hiuMjIf  cooUootly  by  Augusta's  aide 
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Dot  IcDow  one  tree  or  flower  from  wiolher.  Me 
aTuwed  tlut  it  liad  coint;  very  little  Jii  his  way 
tu  Atudy  such  thtn^  and  (hat  tlwy  n-rtainly 
did  Dot  much  interest  himi  but  tlial  ihvy 
would  find  Iw  was  not  quite  so  uniaformed  aa 
ihoy  Kuppowd.  To  oonvincv  iImih  of  tlw  truth 
of  tbia  ouvrlbn,  tu:  ixtintcd  lu  n  Scotch  fir  a 
(em  ynrdji  distant  froin  them,  and  «Krlaiin«tl, 
'  Par  txtmphtje  tai*  bUti  qut  voila  hn  c/iiHt.' "" 
In  tlie  evening  it  was  Lord  Dclmore  who 
turned  over  the  leavc»  of  Miss  Mortlaunt'a 
tuu sic- book,  and  it  was  Lord  Deliiiurc'ft  plau- 
dits which  iiMpircd  her  to  |>l«y  with  more  than 
uMtal  brilliancy. 

The  day  of  ihe  races  arrived ;  the  weather 
wju  beautifully  fine,  and  ern-ybody  wa§  in 
high  Hfiirits.  It  is  ncedlnw  to  ntnitiou  that 
Mrs.  Mordaunt  pn-tiitcd  over  tier  dau^hlcr'f 
toilet  with  greater  titan  ordinary  anxiety,  and 
that,  after  it  was  completed,  I<ord  Delinure 
thought  he  had  never  seen  Augusta  look  half 
M  beautiful.  All  tlic  party  si-t  out  fur  Don. 
c«Jtier  i  and  he  bc^ed  Edward  to  bu  his  com- 
IMuuon  in  his  britzka,  as  he  Mid  "  lie  na*  aware 
that  ladies  did  nut  Ulie  to  be  crowded  upon 
these  occasiucia  by  the  getitletnen  of  thvir 
family.'* 

If  Miss  Mordaunt  had  \xvn  much  amused 
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(luring  the  drive  by  watching  the  ckrls  and 
carriftgicE  of  all  sorts  itiat  passed  her  on  the 
rood;  lh«  jolly  farmers  and  yeomen  trotting 
nloog  upon  tlii-ir  stout-built,  good-looliing 
Itorsex;  now  and  then  a  man  with  a  brisk-look- 
ing damsel  on  a  pillion  behind  him,  her  hair  en 
papillole,  and  a  bandbox  in  her  hand,  contain- 
ing her  best  gown  and  bonnet,  all  ready  to 
enable  her  to  make  a  hasty  toilet  in  the  town 
before  «he  proccednl  to  the  race;  and  the 
number*  of  country  pt-ople  on  foot,  each  and 
every  oite  trudging  eagerly  towards  the  same 
point  of  attraction  ; — how  greatly  was  she  a*- 
tonished  and  delighted  with  the  scene  of  hmttle, 
animation,  and  gaiety,  that  the  course  itself 
presented  !  lite  long  line  of  handsoine  equi- 
page* of  every  deacription,  the  troops  of  Iiotms 
men,  the  crowds  of  pedestrians  lh<>  brilliant 
groups  of  hidies  and  geiithtDrn  who  already 
oooupied  the  b«loonie>  on  the  »tand ;  the  ex> 

t  tended  row  of  gay  booths,  tents,  and  shows, — 
formed  altogetlier  a  very  striking  and  extraor- 
dinary coup-tfarit.  Interest  and  expectation 
were  portrayed  in  every  counlenancci  and  the 
anxious,  eager  faces  uf  the  black-tegs  were  not 
a  little  remarkable.  Their  sharp,  loud  tones 
were  distinguished,  too,  amidst  the  hum  of  thou- 
■ands  of  mingled  voice*,  and  were  not  even 
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drowDMl  by  the  vocircrnlionK  of  beggars,  «nd 
the  Btill  more  diM'ordiuit  Kcn-iims  of  ballAd- 
nnger^,  aiid  vender*  of  connect  Kurd*  uiiJ  &)ieel- 
Usttt  or  ail  tltb  ruanini;  lioneH,  the  names, 
weightB,  and  colours  of  the  riders. 

"  Does  all  this  answer  your  rxpcclntJun,  Miss 
Mordatint  ?"  inquired  T»rd  DolinDre,  when  lie 
joined  Augusta  upon  tliv  stood. 

**  Oh  yes,  il  fur  exoevds  anytliing  J  cuuld 
iwve  itaagined ;  I  feel  (|uite  bewildered.  But 
1  wont  you  to  tell  me  who  M>me  of  th««e  smart 
people  are,  and  to  instruct  me  in  the  names  and 
■nerils  of  llic  raix-liorscs  everybody  appvors  so 
much  interested  about." 

He  braufjht  hvr  n  printed  card  of  the  «i>ort.  . 

"Thank  you,"  said  Augusta;  "  but,  hnring 
given  nte  ny  btxik,  you  must  also  be  to  kind 
M  to  explain  to  me  my  lewon.  Will  you  teachi 
me  how  1  am  to  bet  ?" 

A  cloud  passed  orer  Lord  Delmore's  coun^ 
tenonce.  '*  I  cannot  rcfuta  any  request  of 
yours,"  repUed  he ;  *'  yet  I  fear  you  will  in 
thin  instance  lind  me  a  very  unskilful  inslruc- 
lur."  'riwa  in  a  more  chivrfu)  tone  Im.-  added, 
"  It  is  tiot  ncceMary,  however,  (hat  you  sJiuuId 
be  very  scieniiGcally  initiated  into  the  arta  of 
lite  Iiirf.- 

Augusta  waft  much  startled  by  the  alteration 
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ot  his  look  and  ninniicr,  and  she  feared  »l>c  must 
]>ave  made  an  injirdidoutt  rr<]iK«t. 

**  Perhape,"  she  remarked,  in  a  hcsitnling 
vnice,  "  you  do  not  think  it  right  that  ladies 
itliould  bet." 

*•  There  cnn  be  no  posnilil^  (Ejection  to  Ihdr 
doing  it "  answered  I/ord  Delmoro,  '*  in  th« 
manner  you  intend.  I  hod  formed  a  renolulion 
never  to  make  another  bet  myself ;  butthehope 
of  winning  a  pnir  of  vhite  gloves  from  you,  now 
tempts  me  to  lironk  it." 

Augusta  gaily  remarked,  "  that  her  having 
fur  once  led  him  to  break  through  his  rule,  wu 
a  sin  that  would  not  weigh  very  heavily  upon 
her  conMimre."  Aii<l  the  l>ci  wo»  nceordiogly 
n-ginlered  in  pencil  upon  her  card. 

A  few  minutes  afterwards,  Miss  Wingfield 
asked  her  to  join  in  a  lialf-crown  lottery  which 
she  was  arranging  for  the  Si.  l^gt-r  the  next 
day ;  and  as  Lord  Drlmore  immediately  put 
down  his  name  just  below  hers,  he  whisjieTcd, 
"  You  mt  how  dangerous  it  it  lo  yield  to  a 
fint  letnplniion :  I  have  b«en  unable  to  resjal 
fnlliiwing  your  example,  and  giving  way  to  ■ 
second."* 

Mr*.  Wingfield's  p«rty  left  the  course  early, 
tlut  the  young  ladies  might  hove  time  to  rest 
bpforc  the  b*tl ;   and  the  intermediate  perifK] 
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«•■  n«tuniUy  •pml  in  lolLinf^tnirr  the  occur- 
rence* of  chr  morninf!*  und  caintticiiliii);  ufxm 
Uie  dreaa  and  apixuirauvi^  tiT  dtiiM'  )N.-f>>tti)H  nlio 
had  been  in  tiny  w»y  ino»t  remarkable). 

All  public  lulls  arr  so  much  dike  in  their 
gatM-rnl  re«rure»,  that  it  would  Ix;  very  umntc- 
iMing  lo  givs  a  minutf  drinil  uf  itwuc  tJim-  at 
DoocMt^  which  MiM  Mordount  found  par- 
twuUrly  dijifthtful.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
obwrve,  that  Lord  Dclraon;  was  her  roost  cnn- 
■tani  parlnrr,  and  lliaC  he  scarcely  danced  with 
aayhudy  dar,  cxcep4  onoc  or  twice  niih  the 
MlM  WinfrApldn  a»  a  point  of  duty. 

IJt»  devuiiil  atteniion  lo  AugtiKta  was  re- 
marked by  crery  one,  and  ibe  goMJping  part 
of  the  community  set  it  down  in  their  opinionit 
B»  a  decided  cerlniniy  that  it  would  not  fail  to 
ba«  match.  Hi^  lordship's  laale  was  generally 
■pproTcd.  fur  Mies  Mordaunt  was  much  od- 
Iidred4  Me  danced  uncommonly  well ;  thegcn- 
itenim  were  uiianimuun  in  their  praittc  uf  her 
beauty:^M  a  new  youag  fvdy  in  Yorltuhirc, 
'  and  a  deiutanle  in  the  world,  ahe  attracted,  of 
courae,  a  large  altnre  of  ob«crvalion,  In  »hurt, 
khe  w«>  univcraally  conaMered  ibv  belle  of  the 


Miaa  Win^fleld  wan  much  too  good-natured 
lo  attack  Augii&ta  openly  upon  the  aubject  of 
vou  (.  » 


bat  the  oould  not 

.   thrir 

•ckct  vooM  be 
her  sister  would 


■JMiwder  itand 
*  n  cpnldD 

vnUTtUD  aucti 
W  kn-  as  hv  MeaJ*  wvmed  to 
SW  H  II  1^1 1  W  ^  «^r  talked  to 
'  «w  Wr  Ifeia  ••  alkw  fNflr,  bmnnr 
»fc»  Im|HH»  I  i  (»WtkrMltr«fy>ftfaHl,  md 
oMMi'  hv  watt  MMMa  |Hrti0Mriy  good- 
witumL  SW  iBwrtrwi  Mb  iht  mbm  mv 
.■%<M>|>Minl  tMl  M«l«fta  voa^  md  die  h«l 
MOT  nat.  8lw  iMlMd  op  to  Ub  •■  •»  tooe- 
bodjr  quilvflwptciariB  tkemtof  tbrw>nr)<l,«Bil 
•he  Mi  ««Tir  twn  ikMl  the  couU  ar««r  ibinL 
km;  am*  rlw  half  to  fagtnariit  and  a^mable. 

Mi«>  Mnrdbuni  Ml  coafHlml  that  Lord 
DtrldKirr  iairodMl  to  prnpow  for  AogoMa :  yvt, 
wbvn  li«  tKiaicM  xMiiurvd  to  ei|iras  to  bw 
■)h'  plmsuiv  (fat  tlMuld  Iw««  ID  cwtgrratolathig 
bw  vpm  thr  eTnit  that  wm  cvidiMlr  ap- 
fmacUng,  ihr  put  vn  a  face  vi  «M*rtai»ty, 
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ud   rcpUcd,  "that    sbo    tmly   wi«b«>d   <udi  • 

prophecy  roighl  oonie  true ;  that  rKiiltin^  wouU 
givr  her  greater  liappinen  ;  but,  that  Jte  nrii- 
fetatd  iht  always  cooodcri-tl  «u«li  airairs  n- 
tmnely  doubtful  until  tlwy  wetv  aclually 
tfttled." 

Lord  Dclmore  had  originally  intended  to 
ramaio  »l  Mr.  Wingfield'n  only  during  tlif 
r>ooca»tcr  nice>werk  ;  hut  he  stayed  on  from 
Jay  to  day,  and  did  not  at  tost  take  hia  d^ 
fmitun   until  lh«  nioroing  tl»e  Muixlaunts  «el 

I  nut  fur  Mordaunt.     Ills  devotion  to  Augusta 
If  i-viTv  liour  mon*  appar«Dl ;  htr  followHl 
riikv  tier  kliadow,  and  Mvmtd  M-iircvly  able 
lu  sxiat  out  of  her  focieiy  j  yet  h«  luul  never 

'ppofcan  onv  word  whicli  oould  either  directly 
or  indirectly  be  construed  into  aii  avowal  of 
attachment. 

Hr.  Mordaunt  toolt.  an  op[KirIunity  of  a«lcing 
him  to  come  and  hk  him  nl  Mordaunt. 

"  It  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to  do  aot" 
replied  hi>  lunUhip ;  "  I  have  many  tliinfts  to 
9M\e,  and  much  buunvM  to  tmnwKl,  which 
■mat  d«taiM  tne  at  bonw  jtut  at  prvwnt.  I 
thould  nt  any  rate  have  gone  into  your  neigh- 
bourhood lontf  lime  Itettce  to  viail  niy  relationa 
at  Eotoovtlle ;  but  1  truit  you  will  bdicvc  mr, 
wImtii   1  asRiire   you  that   I  should   have    been 


ikr  tWMit  b*«<(   wviu***!  IB  tb«   )faaKtj  at  the 

*'  1  f€vmm»  S***,"  cuMairf  Lord  IMmocv 
with  RfvAl  MWnrtMK  **  /  aa  •«(  •  penan  to 
ri>t)t<^  f  At*r.  1  MTwr  caa  fcfgrt  ths  h«ppi»w»  1 
Itnvv  Mt  iluhng    th«  bst   fctta%bt  in  your 

•udvl)'." 

Miu    Munlaunt      coluurvd     «iti]«iitl^ ;     ht 
to  tvmr  that  br  bad  guoe  bflKer  than 
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he  intended,  fur  he  inrtantl^-  chrcbcd  hini*i-)f. 
tad  ftuddi-nly  stopped  tlioTL 

They  but!)  looked  muuli  coofuwd,  Anil 
neitber  of  thetn  Hpoke  again  for  loine  niiniiieit. 
At  U&l  Lord  Delniiire  broke  the  toe  by  nuk- 
ing when  Charles  was  expected  at  home  P 

**  I  suppaBe,**  replii-d  Augunta,  '*  th«t  be 
will  be  able  to  get  his  Ivavr  in  tlie  course  of  lite 
autumn.** 

"  Mr.  Mordaunt,"  purttued  Ikt  coitipantim, 
"  has  Iwcn  j^ood  enough  U)  invite  me  to  Mor- 
daunt." 

*'  We  shall  all  be  very  glad  to  see  you 
there,"  said  site,  rather  coldly ;  "  and  1  hupe 
you  wilt  be  able  to  ouoie  white  my  brother  in 
viUi  Uk.** 

,  Another  long  silence  tuccecdnl  tlietc  wordw, 
Lord  Uelniurc  appeared  to  have  snmelliiti){ 
u[wn  his  mind  which  he  was  unable  or  did  i>ot 
choose  to  truRt  hiniwlf  to  cxprc«&.  He  wda 
evidently  determined  not  to  commit  h>ins/-ir. 
and  be  ne4.-in<-d  to  find  it  iin|Mmible  to  talk 
upon  comnmn-place  wibjects. 

AugunU  wt»liud,  yet  lulf  dreaded,  to  heiir 
the  tentenceit  wliich  were  struggling  for  utler- 
_ance  upon  hia  lipo-     She  felt  a  sort  of  suspicion 

at  iJic  I'riNii  of  her  fate  was  arrived,  and  hIh> 
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xhruiik  witit  u[>j>re!i<;nHion  at  the  tdca  of  meeting 
it ;  but  when  she  found  ahe  was  mistaken, — that 
it  did  not  advance, — her  heart  sunk  with  inortl- 
fi«ation  and  disappointtnrnt,  ami  she  was  more 
thim  halfincliDetl  tu  be  angry  with  herself,  and 
affronted  with  Lord  UeUnore.  She  was  umch 
relieved  when  a  sunimonH  to  the  pianoforte 
removed  her  from  the  awkward  situalton  in 
which  she  was  placed. 

The  young  peer  made  no  attempt  to  renew 
ihv  coriverKation  which  hail  bevn  thus  inter- 
ruplnl,  though  tihe  perec-iviKl  that  he  afterwards 
WNldml  her  very  attentively,  and  appeared  de- 
sirous to  read  her  fecliiiK^  in  the  exprcuioo  of 
her  countenance.  Not  another  word  pasted 
betwoen  iheni  that  evening;  but  when  litr  handed 
btr  ibc  next  morning  into  the  carriage  wliich 
was  to  eoniry  her  away  from  Vorkshirr,  sli* 
thoiigiit  there  was  a  degree  of  tenderness  in  hie 
mtDner  toward*  her  which  she  had  never  ot>* 
served  it  assume  before.  It  was  then  tlutt  fur 
the  first  time  she  felt,  if  she  could  believe 
Lord  Dehnore  really  loved  her,  how  devply 
and  devgti'dly  hIw  could  love  him  in  return. 
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as 


CHAPTEHIV. 


Jntdd. 


■  Urkwil  WMa 


Sutoin  that  «faick  jon  tojr  «|kiii  n,  mtbcr  F 
I  lovC) — or,  >i  ilw  IcMi,  I  loTtd  )o«. 

Loiu  Br  ton. 


Ltonn.  D*A«CT  was  fxtnrneljr  young  when 
Iw  Iml  hU  Gubcr,  Lnnl  Daldwrr.  His  tnolber 
had  unfortunafdjr  ttlum  ■  rioknt  diiliice  to 
Um,  froa  m  fancy  the  estcrUtucd  that  he  vu 
oat  her  own  cUld ;  tfae  tnuginecl  ihal  be  had 
been  changed  by  the  oune  to  wbote  care  dba 
had  cunfldH)  hitn  when  iJba  left  faiin  fur  wverat 
mtxith*  in  the  country,  r«y  soon  after  hi*  blnh. 
She  seldum  allowed  him  to  be  brought  into  her 
pfcamoe,  whila  ahe  centred  all  her  aOectign  to 
her  eUeii  wta— a  delicate  child,  whow  precao- 
oua  health  wai  a  eotutant  Miuroe  of  aneaainaaa 
and  aavWtv  to  her. 

A*  the  little  perr  was  oot  eouadefvd  atrong 
eftough  to  be  trwriad  out  of  bcr  owo  right,  a 
tutor  waa  engaged  to  aupcriotcnd  hi*  education 
at  home ;  but  it  wa*  judged  dciirabte  to  wml 
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th«  nef;lci:t«l  Lintiol  m  cmrly  u  poMibk>  to  a 
public  «cKoul.  Fruin  thcnoe  lie  was  removed 
in  due  course  nf  time,  to  bo  ftloced  in  the  aimy. 
He  hxd  nu  great  military  vocation :  but  be  had 
never  been  consulted  about  tliis  plan  himself — it 
iraa  tnercly  announced  to  him  as  liavin;;  licwn 
decided  for  him  by  his  guardians.  T^jr  DcU 
rooreonid,  thai  bkccmkI  con  muxt do sometbitig ; 
and  while  the  »iti>Jied  her  conMC-ience  b;  giving 
liiin  a  profeftsioD,  she  rejoiced  to  think  that  it 
would  take  him  out  of  her  own  way. 

Lionel't  disposition  was  extremely  afledioa- 
ate.  and  he  was  cut  to  the  heart  by  his  mother'* 
uniintiiral  conduct  towards  him;  be  felt  that 
lie  had  not  di'scrved  the  mortifying  neglect 
with  which  ilH-  treated  him.  yet  it  crushed  the 
buoyancy  of  hi*  yuthful  spirits,  and  vxcrtod  a 
powerful  influence  av«e  hi*  whole  cturocter. 

He  fotitid  iinme  compensation  for  Lady  IVU 
nton-'a  cruel  indifference  in  tlte  strong  atlacb. 
nwnl  thai  had  been  always  shown  fur  him  by 
his  hruthcr ;  wlw,  without  aiTecting  to  |>erci-ivc 
llie  wide  dtttinction  that  was  made  between 
Ihemt  endeavoured  to  mothe  his  wounded  feel- 
ings by  every  act  of  (Micat«  kindne»  and  at- 
tmttjon.  LioiH-l  lovr^l  l»rdI>clmorewilh  more 
Uian  fralenial  afreciion;  htf  looker!  up  to  him 
with  the  wannest  gratitude,  and  he  would  will- 
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bgl}  haw  mictiIicmI  liiii  life  to  pranotalris  in- 
terr*t  ot  iwcure  hit  wcirare. 

h  had  betn  ihc  Aeerrt  wiiii  of  both  tiidr 
ftmiliei,  aliiiuM  fnini  thuir  inroncy,  that  the- 
young  heir  of  the  houK  of  I>*Arcy  aIiuhIiI 
Bwrrjr  his  first  oouun.  Lady  Agtin  Murtioier : 
aod  the  younf;  lady  had  conMquently  Ixm 
flUowrd  to  viM-nd  much  of  hvt  time  witli  her 
amiL  The  pariiiit  wm'  Muppiiwtl  lu  be  much 
■Itacbed  to  each  other,  aitd  it  wm  intended  that 
ihe  union  ahould  take  )jlac«  iinnM^inU-ly  afbir 
Lord  DeltDore  oiiiie  nf  ugc.  Rut  bvfore  that 
(leriod  Brrivcdi  the  rulal  syinptoms  of  cmiMJiiifb 
tioD  had  Iwifun  to  mauifest  lliemwlves  id  the 
bridcp^nMMii'K  nm^litution.  A  speedy  mnuvul 
to  a  wanner  i-linioteT  together  with  the  un- 
■cMryin^  core  and  Httentiim  of  his  inothtT,  ur- 
rc»ted  (or  a  space  the  projpw  of  the  diarnu ; 
but  it  had  taken  too  firm  a  hold  of  its  viutiiii 
to  be  enttrrly  expelled,  and,  after  lin^riii^  beu 
tweeu  Kf«  and  de«tb  for  more  tltoa  four  yeMv, 
he  expired,  about  elevea  iDoathj*  before  tJiv 
period  when  we  were  first  introduced  to  hia 
brother. 

When  Lionel  D'Arcy  ori(;iiiclly  joiaed  hi<' 
re^ment  (wliieh  was  ibc  ntnic  in  which  ChafluH 
Wiiluughhy  had  bfeii  plan-d),  he  wu  far  fruia 
bdng  popular  with  bis  brotlter  offiocra.    Tbey 
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did  not  undcnlatiil  liii  chamcler,  and  mistook 
for  lidiifjhtiness  and  reserve  the  mortifying  idoa 
with  which  he  vos  impressed  that  notxidy  liked 
him ;  an  idea  most  unhnppj^  for  himself,  but 
re»ulttn<;  nnliindly  trDiiugh  from  thv  peculiar 
drcumntanoes  of  his  situation. 

Hi*  pride  made  him  shrink  from  the  thought 
of  seeking  the  friendship  of  any  one  by  whom 
his  advances  might  not  possibly  be  received 
with  a  c»rrc«pondin(;  warmth;  yet  for  those 
who  seemed  to  feel  an  interest  i»  his  welfart-, 
or  who  happened  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
servinf;  him,  his  attachment  was  as  deep  and 
faithful  as  it  was  enthusiastic. 

Cliarlvs  WiUuughby  chnncetl  to  lake  a  fancy 
to  Lionel  from  the  first  moment  he  sow  him, 
and  ihit  prcpusscisiou  was  rather  increu.'wd  than 
diminikhi-d  when  he  found  that  he  wax  not  a 
general  favourite  i  he  perceived,  too,  that  the 
preference  was  mutual — that  while  the  stranger 
hdd  aloof  from  ulhcrs,  be  rather  courted  his 
society  i  aivd  the  two  young  men  soon  became 
eon  stun  I  companions. 

Ltoncl  had  Imvii  bHitdunnely  provided  for  by 
his  father,  and  by  nature  he  was  more  properly 
speaking  liberal  than  extravagant.  Yet,  a.^  all 
bis  bills  bad  been  hitherto  settled  by  his  guar- 
dian*,  he  was   m>  completely  ignorant  of  the 
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mi  RHMuy,  that  when  be  became  bt9  owu 
mastCT  he  speDt  at  leail  double  as  much  on  ho 
could  afford,  and  be  speedily  found  himself  in- 
volved in  pocitniary  dillkiiltirs. 

A  feuliog  of  false  thame  made  him  arerae  bi 
adopt  Boy  plan  of  rctretKhntcnt,  or  to  cnnfeu 
his  embarnuHBcnt  to  his  brother;  and  it  was 
whiU  ibinp  vne  tn  this  niaic,  ihnt  th«  hope  of 
rWffayitig  his  fortune  led  tiim  to  plunge  into 
bigb  pUy. 

Gambling  had  cvrlamly  never  been  intcrttfcd 

to  he  his  forte ;  he  had  no  genius  for  rakutntinfE 

100a,  f>r  patienoo  to  bear  reverses  of  luck. 

He  slaked  deeply ;  bad  succcm  rendered  hint 

Lde<prntttf,  And  he  linally  Inxt  a  very  large  sum. 

Ijlis  feelings  of  renwriie  and  despair  at  the  ruin 

bad    ihus  brought   iipon  himself  wen   ao 

riolent,  that  it  required  the  exertion  of  all  the 

rerful  influenee  which  Charles  Willoughby 

t  poitrurd  over  bis  mind,  to  prevent  him  from 

imitling  some  still  mure  dreadfully  fatal  net. 

Charles  did  not  himself  possess  the  mean*  of 

lofleriog  Mr- D'Arcy  {iccuniary  aHistunce;  but 

I  he  contrived  to  persuade  thv  person  to  whom 

the  tkbt  waa  due,  to  keep  it  a  Hecrett  and  also 

tto  wait  fur  the   payment  until  he  heard   the 

ncuU  of  on  appliealion  to  l^ird  IVlmow,  wht) 

had  attained  bis  majority,  and  was  then  abroad, 
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In  speakic^  of  the  latter,  he  cartilusiily  insi- 
nuated that  it  was  but  too  (irobablc  it  would  not 
be  wry  lon»  before  Mr.  JJ'Awjr  succeeded  to  all 
hiK  prn)>crty. 

He  found  it  u  iimcli  nwre  difficult  laak  to 
prevail  upon  hi*  friend  to  appeal  to  hi»  bmther 
fiw  aid.  Yet  no  oilier  alternativ*  presented 
itself,  and  a  letter  was  accordinj^ly  written  and 
desjiiitchcil  to  Lord  Dclniurc. 

Charlca  wiw  not  deceived  in  the  effect  be 
imagined  lliiNrnt'itMiri- would  produce:  the  ami- 
able young  peer  instantly  relieved  Lionel  from 
bi»  present  diHtn-ss,  and  lilnewise  scttli-d  upon 
him  ft  coaipet«'nt  yearly  slIoiraDcc  during  hi^ 
own  life.  The  buKiness  wa»  allogftliei"  «■> 
quietly  and  well  nrriingetl,  tliat  very  few  (Wiiple 
were  aware  that  Mr.  D'Arcy  had  ever  been 
suSering  under  any  enitMU-riuament. 

It  will  easily  be  believed  that  after  the  oc- 
currence wc  have  ju«t  related,  Lionel's  devoted 
attachment  to  his  brother  ftainud  adilitiorwl 
titrength.  He  was  deeply  grieve*)  by  the  re- 
ports  he  heard  of  hie  health  ;  he  could  not  rest 
satialieti  with  ilu:  ucrount^  he  rccdveil  of  him 
finin  others,  and  though  he  wiw  aware  that  hi- 
pre«eacf  wouM  jimte  rxtn-inely  unwdcume  lu 
hi*  mother,  he  ileierniined  lo  obtain  leave  to  pii 
•broad  and  visit  him. 
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■idkuljr, 

Wbm  br  ntratiooed  Ihi*  purp—  ib  Iflrd 
DdflwrF,  be  mmM  rgoioed  to  ob»n»  dMi  W 
«ai  not  u  sQ  ascfse  la  Ua  carjiagil  ate 
exeratiati. 

•*  My  desr  liotie].''  mU  be,  "  the 
ton  lo  kindly  prapoM  vould.  in  a  artttli 
(/  viw,  be  to  rer^r  eojoyabk  lo  nc,  ibM  I 
ftad  in  my  hnrt  to  advitt  vaa  ■gdna 
ii.  1  imwt  DO  KTuptcs  •bom  vmr  ({Mop  up 
ibc  anDjr,  b«CMiM  1  know  you  nrftr  Uwd  it ; — 
brAlw,"  cnncludod  b«  mib  a  HMWcholT  MMfe, 
**  I  fed  thai  the  tune  u  not  very  diMaat,  vben 
h  will  be  quite  uwww— ry  for  jw«  to  BWitiooe 


in  ao 


y  profwioB." 


Lady  Delmi)fe,towha(ti,aa«iBafkaf  rMparl. 


did 


aQ 


bar  MMi  •amKiaoed  hb  inteDtxm 
diaappfore  of  the  measure  be  wai  ahirat  tn  take. 
Tfatf  dtttfiw  the  bad  wffrrvd  about  her  bcluvrd 
ISdward  aMwed  ia  aome  d»frw  (o  have  lote*- 
vd  her  baart  lowarda  lioiMl ;  ahe  ht4i««ed  lo- 
wmnb  him  ¥ritb  mor«  outwavd 
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A»  bad  wnw  daar  bribrv,  and  ibe  rrm 
■t  tbc  pwpcct  of  hit 
ber    abroad.      FeriMps    (be 
at  louaig  her  cltlest  son, 
ber  dnm  h  atptJieat  and  d«irabl«  to  be 
upgn  cuciltal  tcnu  with  tbe  wcoimI  ;  and  thus 
to  scnire  fur  bavadf  aa  ayipw  in  tbe  bat  lotw 
viving  h«ir  vt  hir  fanily. 

LiwwJ  wu  matk  pBttfiRl  b;  Uw  fitvounblc 

lkHK»  ia  bb  wotbcr't  ouiukt  lowafda  ham, 

«ik1  br  (rratctl  ber  witb  unifixm  mpect  and 

attention.    Wban  be  braoght  ber  back  to  Eog- 

taiid  a(\fr  his  bcoUicr'k  death,  he  mid  her  "  be 

I  ho)NMl    thai    nbe    would  oootinue  to  comidcr 

'  l*'Arcy  aa  h*r  hoii»tti"  ukI  hi*  fvvlings  received 

a  KVrre  chill  b;r  ber  refuuug  to  go  there  evea 

as  a  TiMtor.     She  dcclaml  that    "  she  could 

nevcT  a^n  bear  tu  enter  a  bouse  where  emy 

objiTl  witul«l  niiiind  h*r  of  her  tU-ar,  lanutiloH 

^^  Kilwanl,"     She  nevined  to  forget  that  niw  IimI 

^M  luado  ii|)  tier  tuind  to  reside  at  D'Arey  for  man; 

^M  years  after  her  hujtluuul  bad  r^pired  wilhb  its 

■  walls. 

^K  Lord  Uvlinore's  affliction  at  the  loss  of  bis 

^B  brother  was  as  deep   as   it   was   possible  fur 

^1  human  nature  to  endure.     He  did  not  fed  the 

^m  blow  less  si'vorely  when  it  actually  came  he- 

^^^        cause  it  had  been  long  aDlicipatcd.     He  seemed 
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Id  hunadr  tu  be  left  aImw  in  the  varU  t  lo  br 
a.  aolitary,  cktcrlcd  bang,  wbow  iktc  had  caued 
lo  be  so  obJTCt  of  peculiar  tniem(  to  any  oae. 
With  ttte  exception  of  Chorlrs  Wiltauj^by,  be 
hui  no  frieods ;  aod  from  biin  ha  wa*  now 
to  eonptetcljr  wparalcd  by  a  variety  of  drcun* 
ttaiios,  tbat  it  did  nut  appear  probable  tiiey 
«ouM  in  fulure  be  thruiarti  very  rrrtiueatly  liv 
Ifctfacr,  or  tbal  be  would  we  tu  niucJt  uf  bini 
a*  be  ardently  wifibed  to  du.  lie  hod  liltli-  ni- 
cUnatioa  lo  enter  into  general  Hidety.  U» 
now  found  numbers  of  peuplcwbawrraanxima 
lueoort  his  intimacy,  and  wlMcruWiled  ronnd 
bin  with  dedaiations  of  frieudahtp :  but  he 
kerw  the  hollow  bearlleutneiw  of  ukcii  pcuf>«- 
■oo*,  and  be  was  aware,  that  they  were  made 
DM  to  iiimaeir,  but  tu  iMrd  Dtlmort>—bK 
Uwrdbre  repulwd  them  witli  tl>e  moat  petrify- 
ing ooUoen. 

It  Mxm  b^sn  to  be  said. "  that  Lttrd  l>elinare 
waa  become  extremely  exclunvc  :  that  be  wah 
grown  M  inauKuably  proud,  he  waubl  scarcely 
oondeMcend  to  auooate  with  anybody  l"  It 
WW  whtsperrd,  "  tlut  he  had  always  Item  a 
vvy  odd  yuung  titan,  tbat  no  one  luul  ever 
known  exactly  wliat  to  nialco  of  iiim."  Many 
ofheracquaintanoeob*erveddgiiificantly,"that 
poor  Lady  Ualmore  had  formerly  been  much 


or  uoKOAi'sr.' 

ifcfinfftiiw  she  had 
ct  ha  two  kkm;  bd^ 
aom-  aeeaml  to  jtutify  bcr 
;  ch«K  30t  aai  ifcai  afae  aigfal  not  have 
bmnthrkaBt  tsUiBiwafbral.'*  iBihorl.our 
bcfu  WIS  vmamrmllT  drdand  ta  br  a  rvtnark- 
■Uj  rfHcmaUr  pcnua ;  Ksd.  ibot^  he  wu 
part^  BOW  tlM  Mirfa  w  the  pabBc  opituoo 
mtetluanl  •af  bin,  be  tlr>pbn]  tfaooe  who  dU- 
lilLcd  hta  (i»  ubccrIt,  to  br  cuneemeJ  at 
tlwir  ilijkippmhMkMk. 

Snjh  ittwr  bt  ntarwd  bnai  aliroad.  IJonel 
■mt  to  pa;  •  ndt  to  bk  mcfe,  Lo«U  Ksiun- 
viUr,  at  bit  fimet  M  thr  couBtrv-  He  ww 
aaXKMU  to  Mv  bu  Hiiwia.  ht^j  Agtn,  and  to 
ooanuiitcaU-  lu  ber  ^oae  mJantliiilj  fuvwdl 
nnciubnaco  witb  «  bkh  be  hail  been  entrusted 
bj  hi)  l)(tttb«r 

Tnc  KMxtii^  was  a  mi  oat  to  tbrta  both ; 
aud  Ladjr  A^nra  ««»  nucb  aBvctcd  during  thr 
cunbkatial  uilrrtkw  that  wiccwJed  it.  Sbv 
had  fvlt  a  naortv  Rganl  fur  Lord  tMmon, 
wboui  t>bo  had  taught  bendf  to  cunajdcr  as  b«r 
fiiture  htuhand,  and  «huM  amiabtc  cbanctrr 
<thc  f;rcAil,v  admitvd;  but  ihejf  had  ami  tp 
luudi  i>f  i-at'b  tithiT  ms  childjvo,  that  her  affec- 
tion for  biiii  rattier  r««enib)ed  that  uf  a  tdstcr 
lowanU  a  brother,  than  uf  a  promiw  toward* 


p 


THE   HCIR   OP  MONUAl'KT.  G& 

Uk  lofcr  of  ber  choice  :  and  *hv  roowquvotljr 
drplond  bis  loss  io  gncT,  but  not  hi  hrolici>- 

It  wu  hinafi'*  intnitioa  to  c«tal>K*h  himwif 
at  D'Arey,  snd  ibitbt-r  He  repdred  to  make  the 
urn  mm  J  UTBtigrm>-nu  for  hin  future  comfort. 
bouw  lonkLxl  tolitnrj-  snil  cheerless,  yet  hr 

I  that  it   waft  anif  the  more  In  Mcordancr 

b  ibe  slate  of  hU  own  Diiod.  aod  he  hwl  no 
InHisation  to  Wve  it.  His  day«  were  ptiued 
abnoat  entirely  alone,  except  wbi-n  ihfir  uot- 
fontiity  was  broketi  io  upon  1>y  the  prp«enoe 
i«f  men  of  huatiwas.  This  was  pretty  fre^ 
qumlly  the  ca&e ;  fi>r  as  his  brtither's  health 
had  not  allowed  hini  for  a  very  long  time  Io 
look  into  Ilia  own  concerns,  he  left  hti  affairs  In 
a  Kate  of  great  perplexity,  and  a  Ion);  atTc«r 
of  troublesome  business  retnMncd  to  Im-  MHtled 
by  bis  successor. 

Lionel  applied  bimwlf  to  this  task  with  per- 
Kvcriu)[  assiduity:  it  afforded  oceupallnn  for 
his  leisurr  and  his  thoughts;  and  at  length  tie 
Ix^an  to  consider  almost  a*  an  amuMinent  what 
had  at  first  appeared  the  greatest  of  all  poMlble 
aiiiMiyanccs. 

Thuii  liad  be  lingered  on  at  D'Arcy  from 
week  to  wwlf  nwl  iimnlh  to  month,  declining 
all  invitations  and  ahunning  the  society  of  his 
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ndghbours,  until  he  was  unexpectedly  tempted 
to  emerge  from  his  retirement  by  receiving  a 
note  from  Mr.  Wing6eld,  *  requesting  the  ho- 
Qour  of  hii  company  the  following  week  to  meet 
bia  friend  Captain  Mordaunt  and  all  the  family 
from  Mordaunt.' 


TBS  naa.  or  mm^AFwt. 


CHAPTER  V. 


It  Buy  trntHj  he  taapoed  ibM,  aha  As- 
pistM  MoitUuni  ntanml  boa*,  htr  (kaa^tt 
frtqumllT'  wandavd  ImcIl  la  Ute  wtaaihaiam  at 
the  plwMnl  dsyi  ibe  bMl  ipail  at  Mr.  Wim^ 
Ur*.  Sh*  «oiKkfn]  l»w  Un] 
pMrfnghbtiaw;  A«  madfnd  if  br 
liiibmJ  bcr:  cad,  afaoTr  aU.  tlw 
wbtB,  orif«vtr»  Iw  wmk)  aaofX  bcr  &lhcr*« 
fatviutioo,  nd  ca«e  to  vuit  UtoD  tf  Mw- 
dsaalf 

Sbe  talked  of  bin  ooastantljr  to  Edward  whn 
they  were  alone  together:  but  tbowffa  Imt  bro- 
ther never  attempted  to  lum  the  49orerMtiaa 
vben  ihe  thus  began  H,  It  waa  rndeot  that  the 
I  aidiject  waa  one  ha  nther  witbcd  la  avoU  than 
Id  encourage. 


68 


THs  nem  op  moroaunt. 


The  troth  wu,  Edward  had  br«n  nt  fint 
very  miich  plouwd  with  Lord I>«>l more;  but  be 
had  uut  afterwanU  felt  quite  utti«lied  vtlh  his 
conduct  (owardft  Augusta:  he  thought  that  he 
had  spokeo  to  ber  too  much  and  too  litU«;  it 
had  been  apparent  that  his  adniirntion  was 
agrwiihle  to  her:  and  it  ihrrvfurv  Kvtned  to 
him  ihitt  he  ought  not  to  havt-  luken  leave  of 
her  without  myiuj;  loinething  to  set  her  miixl 
at  eaK- about  his  future  iDteniioni. 

Mr.  Mordauiit  regrelted  that  Lord  IMmorc 
had  not  prupoMHt  for  liix  daughter,  becauw  his 
having  actuidly  done  so  would  have  tccured  ber 
forming  a  connexion  which  Itc  cixkNidered  to 
every  way  brilliant  and  cloJnible,  a»d  would 
alto  bav«  sMTed  him  all  farther  trouble  al)aut 
the  matter.  AikI  Mra.  Mordaunt  anxioiuJy 
wi&bfd  that  bis  lordship  had  not  delayed  hJit 
declaration,  because  she  could  not  help  fear- 
ing that  such  delays  were  always  mure  or  lets 
dangerou*:  and  becauite  »l>e  likewise  perceived 
lluit  Auguxtirs  present  happinnu,  at  least,  had 
been  placed  iu  some  degree  at  stake. 

Wlu-n   the  Mordaunle  came  tuack  from  ibe 

notlJ),  they  learned  (hat  their  neighbours  bwl 

oome  down  to  Kstimvillc  Caillc  during  their 

tidiMmos.     As  the  first  pe»i)le  in  the  country, 

they  had  formerly  wished    to   make  their  ac- 
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qanntancri  andt  ms  Lurd  I>elin(ire'B  Deju*  re- 
luiou,  thef  Tere  now  alill  tnorv  tlcarou*  to 
ouliivxie  it. 

LtirtI  «Dd  Lady  KulonriUo**  tmmiiy  consisted 
oftwu  »>ns  and  llim*  dauy'lilrra.  I^onl  ,Muni« 
in«r  had  tieen  inarri«d  noroe  year* ;  nlwn  that 
event  firii  fiuk  {iliict-,  be  had  be«n  e*tnl>lt*)tc<l  nt 
I  tlbtADt  rittale  iif  liis  falher's.  Iiut  Itc  and  liit 

I         wif«  had  lattt-rly  «niignited  to  the  Contjnant. 

■  Diilip,  the  younger  brother,  M-emi'd  iieTcr 
Ukriy  to  he  wtlU-d  anywherr.  Elc  was  a  liatid- 
•am«,  idk'  young  tnan  about  town;  very  un- 
pr{nci|>M.  *ery  pn>fligat*-,  and  )>uueehtug  the 
powvr  of  bring  verj'  i^reeable  wh«n  hv  thought 

»it  worth  his  while.  The  two  elder  siMers,  Lady 
Oandioe  aod  Lady  M(irv>  were  h»lh  strikinglv 
beautiful.  The  Uiilt,  after  coqueiling  with 
ofii'  fldniirvr  afiiT  another  for  wfVcral  ycnr«,  at 
W|^li  roikdMcende<l  to  acitrpl  Mr.  Carrington— 
a  weak  ntan  with  a  large  fortune,  who  allowed 
bet  to  become  a  much  n»ore  desperate  flirt  than 
•he  had  even  be«n  before  Iter  marrianr.  I^ndy 
Agne«  woB  oonslderably  die  youiignt  vf  the 
faniilv-  She  wan  a  pretty,  ph-aiting  girl— aa 
diir<rr«nl  fnHU  her  ntteri.  in  a]i]ii-Mrance  as  alie 
was  in  mind  aitd  charoeter. 

Lord  Estfxiville  vrat.  a  keen  |M>litician ;  and 
a«  he  waa  awara  that  Mr.  Mordauiit'a  pohtict 
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be  dct«nnitwtl  to 
I W  vovU  be  >Ur  to 
at  imge  Undt-d  pnipcrty 
tbM  Mr.  Mofd«uot 
'  rrrj  UtUe  abuut 
Ik  ifaettfcrp  boped  that,  if  hr 
heahaoM  oblaia  the 
of  hm  imriJt  whenernr  he  might 
He  agnScd  lo  Ladjr 
EdoeTtlk  tWt  kit  bpw  angUwar  was  m. 
with  whoa  he  ptiffihrir  w«hed  lo  be  upoD 
vvrr  good  Mtd  fricwcBr  tenn :  he  ihcnCwv  rs 
quntcd  ttMtl  «be  and  Caroline  would  (bow  crerj 
poiwbhi  ctviUtT  <o  hia  wife  and  dauj^ter. 

Lady  Kaonville  iiev«r  dti|ratcd  her  lord's 
ninmiatHlik,  and  in  (his  in»taoce  die  felt  no 
inclination  lo  do  (o.  She  wa»  an  indolcnl  fine 
ladv  ;  aad  the  had  heard  enough  of  Mrs.  Morw 
daunl's  charicter  and  habits,  to  think  the  tbotild 
Hod  Arr  a  nnupaDi«>n  much  more  conjcmial  to 
her  taste  than  any  of  the  ladies  she  had  hitherto 
heen  recommendrd  to  notice  in  a  similar  way  in 
the  tnuniry- 

Lad)'  Caroline  had  nerer  bestowed  n  thought 
upoo  ibe  preeent  inhabitant*  of  Monlaum 
before  iht-y  came  to  reside  there.  She  lud, 
indeed,  known  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murdaunt  by 
sight,  frcMn  meeting  (hem  coostantly  in  London : 
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and  bad  rssuiillj  remariect  that  the  fomwr  wai 
I  very  good-looking  man,  and  the  ladrr  a  very 
ircU-drcMcd  woman.  She  now  felt  curious  to 
inqkiire  more  about  them ;  and  if  h*T  father 
was  desirous  to  cullivatv  an  (ntinmey  villi  Mr. 
Mordnunt,  *hv  hnd  aJ»o  her  own  naiunxi  for 
wisliing  to  cstabli^  b  ft-iendkhip  frith  hu 
Jaufifiier. 

N'o  time  was  lost  in  preliminaries.  When 
Mr».  Mordaunt  and  Augusta  came  in  one 
morning  from  a  drive,  tti«y  found  Lord  and 
Lady  EslonvilleV  and  Ijuly  C-amline  Mar- 
timer's,  cardn  ti[x>n  llieir  talile,  accom^wnird  by 
a  note  of  invitation  to  >pend  some  days  in  the 
following  week  at  Kiilonville  Castle. 

"  1  am  so  rejoiced  that  they  have  asked  us  to 
go  there  !"  said  A<igu#ta  to  Kilwnrd ,  "  I  uant 
af  all  things  to  know  the  Ijidy  Mortimers.  I 
dar*  nay  they  an-  very  nice  girls." 

Her  brother  smiled  u  he  replied,  '*  Lady 
Agnes  was  to  have  married  the  late  Lord  Del- 
more,  was  site  not  V" 

"  Yes,  poor  thing !  I  ooer  Heanl  the  prcM-nt 
IjirrI  Dclmort:  mention  her  with  grvat  inltTCst 
■md  affection.  He  told  me,  a(  the  same  linie^ 
that  Lady  Caroline  was  far  the  handsomest  of 
liit  (■otifiins." 

Tt  was  )«t«  in  the  afternoon  when  the  party 
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tram  >ti»rdau»(  arrived  at  Kslonville  Casllp. 
They  found  the  carl  ai  homi?  to  receive  them, 
nnd  the  counte&s'B  abord  was  very  flattrringly 
gracious.  Lady  Caroline  advntK'r*)  townrdK 
Aufcusla,  and  told  h«r,  with  a  ni<»!(  iM-witcliing 
smile,  how  very  happy  she  was  to  matte  her 
act^uaintancc. 

"  I  hope,"  added  she.  "  that  wc  nhnll  heoime 
f[reat  frieiidii.  I  caniHit  regrrt  that  my  sister 
Agnes  is  at  present  slaying  with  my  aunt  Lady 
Oelmore ;  for,  if  she  had  been  here,  I  could  not 
of  course  have  expected  to  ha*e  had  you  entirely 
to  myself." 

Augusta  WM  extrentely  gnilified  by  the 
kindness  of  Lady  Caroline's  manner,  ami  the 
warnilh  of  her  expressions.  She  felt  sorry  tliat 
sh«  should  iHit  we  Lady  Afjnrs:  and  when  she 
heard  Lady  Delmore's  nainc,  she  was  painfully 
.-iwAre  tluit  she  bluohi-d. 

Her  companion  did  tmt  seem  la  notice  this  dr- 
cuntNtance;  she  continued  talking  very  ogrcvaMy, 
and  before  the  ladies  went  up  to  drew,  Mi«  ' 
Mordniini  had  learned  tu  believe  ihat  nobody  in 
(he  w'i'rid  was  cvit  Iialf  to  fascinating  and  de^ 
lightful  OS  Lady  Caroline  Mortimer. 

In  forming  this  opinion,  two-thinln  of  Lo<ly 
Caroline's  acquaintoitre  might  have  (old  Au- 
gusta the  had  not  been  singular ;  fur  her  lady- 
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■btp  pfMMucd  to  s  Tery  cxtraordiuory  dqjn* 
iJic  srt  cif  MplivMing  tltc  fmicy  of  iboae  penou 
«ilii  wbcHD  ibe  dnirvd  (o  iograiute  bersclT. 

il«r  gmt  uiturai  t|uicktMM  tnd  pcrA-ct 
fcaewMgc  a{  ibe  world  gsTe  her  a  rwidy  io- 
i%ht  ioto  tb*  cluroctcra  mkI  view*  of  otbers  i 
mm)  atich  wa»  Ibe  actiritjr  of  liirr  ipiriii  that 
•bt  wu  «lwsjrs  either  entangled  in  an  old 
fliirtation*  engaged  ia  arranging  a  ttew  malri- 
moaial  aehenie,  or  oocupk'd  in  prouioiiag  tome 

[other  favourite  objvet  oT  her  own.  She  liked 
univcnal   admiration,  and   never  entirely  di>- 

;  eouraged  any  ciih-  uf  the  numlierlna  aapinuli 
fur  her  favour  who  cotisUinlly  crowded  around 
hcT.  Her  idea*  were  too  worldly,  and  lirr 
itnprr  wu  too  ambitious,  to  allow  her  for  an 

',  faulant  to  cootvnplute  the  potability  of  marry- 
iaf  auy  man  wbooi  •be  did  not  coD>i4icr  in 
ivay  napect  a  •uilable  and  eligible  pirli. 
Aod  Ihe  fame  fv^linga  taught  her  tu  think  tikal 
nobudy  who  pocmiminI  all  tho  ({ualificmtiufia  of 
rank  and  fortune  wliidi  kbe  luokcil  upon  u 
r««)iiiait»  in  a  bu«l»od,  ought  io  witdum  tu  bt 
rtfuacd. 

The  happy  uippliaal  who  oould  boaot  llutt , 
hU  kituatioo  uitilnl  the  manifuld   advanlagta 
the  ekpccivd  in  the  ultject  uf  her  choice,  had 
not  yet  pn'woled  hiuulf ;  but,  in  apite  of  her 
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Rtun  bcr  |wiftiii.   uxi  u>  uoitr  his 
witb  hcf& 

and^wcnty  :  ■•dw  tbaa((fa  ber  niiTor  told 
(bat  she  w*s  sttU  w  '""^-" ™»  as  ncr  »h« 
beta,  ibe  oouU  not  br^  te^ag  that  die 
IM  longer  quite  m  ha  pnwairt  jtwHtut : 
thkt,  if  the  introdMl  id  marry  at  all,  it  was 
time  Ae  aboold  brgin  to  think  Krioutly  I 
ibr  nibjcct. 

Lady  OaroUDc  was  extrtoiriy  accomplii 
ADcl  bcr  cvavenatiott,  without  beii^  pedi 
impreiacd  thow  «bo  bnrd  it  with  a  vnid 
of  the  niperiorily  of  H<t  taints.  She  »pol 
mosic  as  a  jirraao  who  tborooftUy  uudcn 
the  acteow  hvnclf,  and  wbo  wan  oUo  wcU 
to  diwrimtnate  th«  mrrit  of  tlie  perfuroian 
uthera.  She  talked  c^  drawing  like  ao  ■ 
and  was  perfectly  acquainted  witli  the  peo 
■lylo  and  excdlmce*  of  all  the  cclcbi 
niuterd  in  tbi>  ilitfi-rfnt  »chools  of  paifl 
Though  she  hod  never  been  sbniadt  a^U 
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of  a  tutive.  6bc  selilom  converMd 
ywHiies,  yet  ahc  coatrivod  to  Inrunn  h«r' 
■jf  of  tbe  general  outliiu'  and  lendeacy  of  ttvery 
political  quMtion  of  iaiportance :  and  tliiti  ilir 
ttw  word*  nhe  oGcafloaaUjr  uid  apoo  audi  utilt. 
jectt,  Ud  otben  to  briicvc  that  stu-  had  studied 
tbem  much  oiorr  d4r<;ply  tliao  wa»  really  lbs 
ctw.  lo  all  matters  of  dress  and  taite  iihe  wa» 
•(>p«aled  to  as  an  oracle;  whUct  in  the  public 
efait-chat  and  private  gowiip  of  ibti  day,  nobody 
i  conaidarcd  lo  be  half  *o  weU  anil  accuf  otely 


If  Augusta  ilurdaunt   bod   tliought   J>uly 
line  Monimer  beautiful  wbvii  ahc  wm  first 
itfoduccd  tu  ber,  niufRed  up  aa  hIic  then  was 
I  iiBramte  ahawl,  and  shaded  by  n  very 
bonnet;  how  inuch  was   her  admiration 
bcT  iocresaMi  irh«D  the  made  bcr  appearanov 
{an  dinner  I 

Hcf  tall,  m^eatic  fonn  was  set  ofi'  to  great 
^«draala|^  by  a  velvet  guwn  of  the  simplest 
r>it,  fittrd  doaely  to  Iht  6fpm.  Her 
b\iui\t  hair  mu  ported  acrosi  tier  fine 
rheail,  and  fell  in  f^nceful  ringlets  on  Moh 
I  adr  at  her  fttv ;  while  n  jewel-cunib  and  var- 
:  tin^  tbe  only  ornameotH  she  m>re,  were  almoM 
I  wdipMd  in  brillianoy  by  tlie  »parkitnK  anina- 
itiaa  affacv  Urge  black  eye*.  t.tH 
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The  psrty  wni  rathn  a  larg«  one.  Augiints'ft 
neijfhbour  nt  diuner  was  r  tiltlc  tnui,  whoce 
appearance  amused  h«r,  and  who  favoured  ber 
with  plenty  of  conversation  of  hi&  own  peculiar 
description.  The  place  on  the  oibcr  wdi*  of  he* 
remained  vacant  until  it  was  unexpectedly  oc- 
cupied by  n  younf;  man  who  car«les«ly  laun- 
tered  into  the  room  when  the  first  course  was 
ne&rly  concluded.  His  entrance  seemed  lo 
cauAe  no  surprise,  —  neither  Lard  nor  Lady 
Kslonville  took  the  least  notice  uf  him  ;  he 
seated  himself  without  xpeakiiifi  to  anybody, 
and,  calling  up  one  of  the  servants^  desired  him 
to  bring  back  the  soup,  which  bod  br«in  n<- 
tntn-ed  from  the  tnbie.  HiH  appetite  appeared 
to  be  excellent,  and,  thoufch  be  had  not  takoi 
t)w  trouble  of  beinf(  ready  by  the  appointed 
hour,  it  was  evident  that  he  was  determined 
not  to  toHc  any  |>nrt  of  his  dinner.  At  Icnf^h 
he  turn*.'d  to  Augusta,  whose  presence  he  bad 
before  aearcely  condewended  to  remark,  and, 
without  addreuing  her  by  her  namet  asked 
her  if  she  would  drink  a  glasa  of  wine  with 
htai. 

Mia^  Mordaunt  thought  bim  very  odd  and 
vary  insolent,  and,  after  she  had  astentecl  to 
'hEs  request,  not  another  word  passed  between 
them.     She  longed  tu  in<|uin:  of  her  talkoUvi- 
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■equajntADU  who  (bis  fitrange  person  nu  ?  but 
■be  was  afraid  to  do  bu,  It^ot  be  ihould  over* 
hear  her  question. 

As  suoa  aa  the  ladies  retired   from   labli:. 
Laily  Caroline  led  Aujni&tn  to  a  tafu  which  wa> 
placrd  in  a  »ort  of  ri-ceu  formed  by  the  deep 
■obnuiire  of  an  old-faabioDed  window  at  one 
end  of  ibe  deawin|;-room,  far  distant  frmn  the 
|dace  wbare  bar  nioihcr  and   the   rr^t  of  ihe 
company  uMially  established  theroaelvi-s, 
ir  **  LiK  u»  sit  down  here,"  mid  her  Uclyi>bip  to 
fbte  eumfwDion;  '*  ihi*  is  always  my  favourite 
[somrr  whrn  I  have  anybody  with  me  1  like  to 
4alkio." 
It.   "  It  looks  indeed  moat  cotnfortnble,"  replied 
l<AuguMa,  scstiug  herself  beside  litir  new  friend ; 
(ho  obwrved, 

"  1  am  afraid  you  found  my  brother  Philip 
1  very  stupid  nnghhour  at  diniKT.    This  seemed 
I  ko  bo  one  of  his  nlent  day*." 

Waa  that  genlleinau  Mr.  Mortimer  ^"  exr 
^Irlaimed  Mis*  Morxlniint,  with  ({rent  surpriw. 
|i*t  Yet,"  continued  she,  after  a  moment*  rcflec- 
Hon,  "  I  might  have  guessed  who  he  was,  from 
lis  strong  hkeneas  to  you,  Lady  Caroline." 
Her  UHv«htp  smiled  as  she  answered,  "  Many 
l'f)rn]ile  reckon  inc  oiitrenivly  like  Philip,  aiul  I 
.  always  pleased  to  be  told  that  1  am  »o ;  for 
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be  is  mj-  ftTourite  Imrtherand  gr«il  hUj.     But 
what  dixJ  you  think  of  your  olliM  companiott  F" 
"  1  found  no  rcssoii  to  coRi|>lain  of  Ai«  b<ring 
too  silent,"  said  Au^sto,  laugliing. 

"  No,  poor  inun  !  wilh  him  the  defivitncy  is 
not  in  the  ifuantilg  but  in  ttie  quality  of  ht» 
discourse.  Mr.  Twiston  is,  however,  n  very 
divn-ting  unimsl  in  )ii:«  way  ;  and  it  would  be 
excessively  ungrateful  in  me  if  I  did  not  admire 
him,  for  he  is  conKtnnlly  inunuattng  to  mc  that 
he  is  one  of  the  humblent  as  well  as  the  moet 
devoted  of  my  adoraleurt,  I  really  do  believe 
that  he  would  ni-»er  have  made  the  prodigious 
exertion  of  travelling  thus  far  into  the  country. 
Just  at  |)rcH-nt,  for  any  other  consideration 
than  to  'enjoy  the  felicity,"  as  he  puetieally  ex- 
presses it,  'of  finding  himself  within  tin.'  in- 
6uenocof  the  sunshine  of  mei  6eaux  yeui.'"" 

Augusta  was  extremely  amusoil.  "  Tlic  de- 
teription  you  have  given  me  of  Mr.  TwiMon," 
«he  remarked,  "  i«  so  dolifihlful,  that  I  quite 
rnvy  you  the  admiraliou  of  such  an  enlertaiD* 
iag  person  ;  and  I  feel  more  than  half  tempted 
to  Ik'  guilty  of  the  greal  prt-stimption  nf  Irving 
to  rivol  you  in  the  affMlfoos  of  this  attractive 
and  sentimental  squire  of  damvs." 

Lady  Caroline"*  countemincc  assumed  for  an 
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-  i  ua  ioUod  to  rival  mt-,  do  you  ?"  Then, 
m  a  tone  half  sportivf  and  lialf  serious,  she 
tdiied,  **  I  give  you  Wave  to  make  t)ic  «xpcri- 
aat,  BUI  beiU :  but,  lovely  and  interestiog  as 
^00  iKi  I  warn  you  that  it  will  not  prove  sue- 
oetaTul.  Ik-liere  nic,  I  ii»ve  long  and  drcply 
•tuditd  the  choractef  of  my  fanciful  hero ;  I  am 
well  acquainted  with  all  it^  weak  and  vulner- 
able points,  and  no  young  lady  living  —  not 
even  you,  shall  steal  from  mv  such  on  invalu- 
able prize  a*  Uie  tiny  heart  of — Mr.  Twislon. 
Now,  pray  do  ant  put  on  so  grave  a  face  about 
to  trifitng  a  subject,  (the  pun,  if  yuu  tliink  it 
ooe^  WAS  unintentional.)  I  ncwr  knew  the 
itile  man  we  were  talking  of  make  anylxxly 
look  •erious  bcfotv." 

Augusta  felt  reassured  by  these  la*t  wards  of 
atDOuragemenl ;  her  eloquent  features  bad  prc- 
riounly  betrayetl  that  she  feare<l  she  had  ulTcnd- 
ed  l<ady  Caroline  by  what  she  had  intended  to 
be  merely  a  bamilou  plauanttrU. 

"  We  have  descanted  quite  loi>g  enougl)," 
notinocd  her  ladyship  gaily,  "  u)mjm  my  Hilt- 
culou*  friend ;  1  have  pointed  out  bis  nieritf., 
um)   tlie  topic  ia   growing  rather  threadbare. 
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I  want  to  »\Kok  to  you  about  a  very  diSWeni 
sort  of  perfton,  ooe  whose  g^wd  qualitJrs  are  not 
properly  apprifciiittK)  by  llu^  world  in  general, 
and  whom  1  uni  tliercfore  very  anxious  »ehoufr- 
\y  [()  recatntneii<l  to  your  particular  approbar- 
lion.  I  will  not  now  attempt  to  describe  to  you 
hia  charactcTt  since  you  will  very  i>»un  have  an 
opportunity  uf  judging  of  him  for  yuurself; 
and  if  you  meet  him  without  prejudicct  I  an 
convinced  you  will  have  the  good  taste  to  like 
him."  She  paused.  '*  The  person  I  alludu  to* 
and  who  is  coining  here  to-uinrrxiw,  —  i«  my 
ooiisin.  Lord  Deltnore."  .    ,,  ,, 

I<ady  Caroline  fixed  her  cyn  upon  Hin 
Mordaunt  ai  &he  mode  this  communication. 
The  eJTwt  il  produced  was  electrical:  poor 
Auguflla's  throat,  face,  her  very  brow,  l>ecamc 
crinifton  ;  khe  bent  her  looks  upon  the  ground, 
and  her  Up  quiven-d  with  emotion.  Her  coni< 
panion's  penetrating  glance  seemed  now  rivet-  ■ 
til  u|>on  her  with  a  keener  scrutiny  than  bo- 
fore,  and  the  cunwioutncw  of  this  circiimslann.', 
naturally  incrcAiwd  her  confutnon  ai>d  dislreu.,,) 

*'  What  can  be  the  matter  with  you,  my  dear 

MlM  Mordaunt  ?"  exclaimed  her  ladv^hip,  in  a 
lilt  .       r*       "? 

f -voice  of  real  or  atTectcd  alarm.     "  Do  tell  mc,  1 
entreat  you,  what  it  la?     You  surely  must  be 
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**  Nci,  nn,"  rrpHvtl  Atiguilit,  aesrcdy  know, 
tag  whsl  ttbc  MJt),  or  bow  lu  rrain«  n  pljiuaible 
cxeuae  for  th«  eniotian  she  hatf  bren  unalilr  to 
cooeeal.  "Thank  you,  I  am  quite  well,  Ic 
WW  ■  podJen  wrt  of  hrnt — an  oppmsion,  th«I 
fame  over  tor ;  but  it  i*  almoiit  gonr  iww.'* 

"  You  do  iodpc<i  Uwk  bc-Her :  your  appraN 
anec  poriUvcly  fright^^ted  me  a  minute  ago. 
An  you  Kubjwt  to  thr«e  kind  of  nttacktr*" 

Thia  question  augmented  Auffusta's  embar- 
mament,  anil  «he  i>lnnimerr<]  nui, 

**  I  suppour  I  mum  Kavc  looked  much  w^ne 
than  I  felt, — for  I  really  cannot  dignify  my  ud- 
comfurtsUe  funtone  by  the  name  of  an  attack. 
J  am  vexed  with  myself  for  having;  nJaruicd 
you,  and  therefore  the  grpAlest  favour  you  can 
do  mc  U  to  uy  and  think  iia  more  of  what  haa 
jtnt  paMed." 

Lady  Caroline  plan'd  her  hnntt  acroHfi  her 
eyei  for  a  few  moments;  then  raising  her  head, 
a»d  taming  towards  Augu»ta  with  a  look  of 
mingled  kfndiWM  and  Intetligenee,  she  said  to 
livr. 

'**  1  on  quite  *h«ckcd  to  think  what  a  fool  I 
hare  been ;  hut  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  for 
tuning  unintentionally  distressed  you.  A  Mid- 
Am  recollection  has  revealed  to  me  the  whole 
truth.     Your  tecret  is  perfectly  safe  with  rac! 

k5 


THE   HEia  OP    MORDAUNT. 


and,  bolicvv  me,  tbc  diBCovcTy  I  hove  now  occt- 
di'ntally  madr,  csn  only  redouble  the  lively  iiw 
tvrest  and  aiTcction  I  hsd  previously  begun  1o 
entrttiiiu  for  yuii." 

Mis8  Mordaunt's  dismay  and  a^tonislimeat 
were  very  evident,  as  she  rvplicil,  "t 

"Thi-rv  miidt  he  «omc  utraiige  niiEitiike:  I  Jo 
iiot  undcrHioiul  what  you  can  )M)NHtbly  mean." 

•'  Then  you  must  allow  mc  to  explain  my- 
sdf  more  clearly.  When  I  first  iipokc  to  you 
uf  Ixinl  Detmorc,  I  had  entirely  forgotten  a 
report  which  a  certain  little  bird  whispered  id 
oiy  ear  a  short  time  affo. — There  is  tiooccaaioo 
for  ihut  );uilty  blusli,  except  to  conflmi  the 
tnith  of  my  story.' — My  oracle  infonned  me 
that  Lionel  had  been  at  the  Doncastcr  races ; 
that  he  had  there  met  a  beoutiful  and  charming 
younf:  lady  whom  every  one  adiniretl,  and  that 
he  hud  fallen  (Ie*)ierately  in  love^  I  was  aware 
that  hit  heart  had  hitherto  been  found  so  im- 
penetrable, that  I  attached  but  little  importance 
to  what  I  heard.  The  object  of  his  supposed 
ndoTaliiiu  wan  tlim  unknown,  and  coiiKequently 
indifferent  to  me ;  in  short,  the  whole  thing 
escaped  my  memory.  In  what  an  altered  point 
of  view  does  it  appenr  to  me  now  !  My  poor 
oouna  will  at  length  be  u  fortunate  man ;  and 
the  vrami  iuterest  I  haTe  always  taken  in  his 
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will  Dot  in    tbltm   bs  coafin«.tl    lu 
Uaudf  donr." 

AugiMia  wu  to  oonpletely  confQtttKlt.fl  by 
ilu*  (lirrct  acctiMtiao,  that  iib«  woa  for  luiDe 
Qskc  unabie  to  ituJui  Lady  C«roIio«  tmy  aa> 
»v«r.  Sbe  ulmitt«il  ihst  ilte  had  mvt  Lord 
DelatoK  Bt  Mr.  Wtnfclicld's,  and  tl»t,  mm  n 
frind  nf  her  brother'*,  thv  had  become  wooer 
■ad  bHter  acqtmitttrd  oritli  him  tJun  with  ottier 
Ir  :  but  »hc  would  not  iilcvd  gitilty  tu  th* 
of  ilia  having  fallen  in  Jove  with  her,  or 
having  tnipired  her  witli  any  tmdcr  pmfi-rcoor 
in  return. 

"  My  dear,"  puraucd  bcr  tunncntor,  **  you 
an  perhapt  \tto  young  and  inexpcfitmrd  to 
undmtand  audi  matt«;r>  yourself;  the  fact  waa 
prrtty  notorious  to  otherG.  and,  I  dare  uy,  to 
aobody  more  to  than  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  &lor. 
danst.  You  need  nut  appear  aoTery  mioerable 
bccauH  J  hsppro  to  have  lenrned  a  lillle  earUeTt 
fnm  the  ofaarrvation  of  my  neif^baura,  what  I 
Aould  oertBhily  have  ditoorered  for  myself  the 
very  first  lime  I  aaw  you  and  Lionel  together. 
I  rather  pique  myself  upon  my  penetration  in 
■nrerytbtaf*  rrlating  to  nn  affaire  Hu  e<tiiT~-\t 
tmndy  fiuls  mt ;  and  ninny  are  tlic  intt.Tc»ting 
(safidwiMiM  1  have  had  mode  to  ine  upon  miIv 
jccta  of  thii  kind.     My  friends  have  on  idea 
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that  my  odvioe  mny  be  of  n-rvicc  to  thcin,  unci 
thejr  know  that  th«y  may  »tSv]y  trtiat  mt, 
UpoQ  one  point  you  may  set  your  mind  per- 
fectly at  rest : — you  will  find  roe  very  discreet. 
I  may  pcrhapK  tpi-alc  to  you  frctjucntly  uf  my 
ooUKin  in  private,  as  I  have  donv  now ;  but  1 
promifitf  you  that  in  public,  or  indeed  in  the 
hearing  of  a  third  person,  1  xhall  carefully 
avoid  addressing  any  observations  about  Lord 
Dehiiore  particularly  to  you" 

Augusta  gave  Lady  Caroline  full  credit  for 
being  very  kind  and  very  sincere;  yet  site 
could  not  help  feeling  extremely  unhappy  at 
learning  that  a  stranger  waa  in  possession  of 
a  sccrrt  she  had  hitherto  belitrvcd  unknown 
to  all  the  world,  and  which  »he  had  even  en- 
dcAToured  partially  to  conceal  from  herself. 
She  was  vexed  and  humiliated ;  she  had  nothing 
to  disclose,  and  at  all  events  sht^  would  have 
had  link  inclination  to  cotnmunicate  her  pri> 
vale  concerns,  and  to  profit  by  the  indirect  per- 
miiwion  sh^  hud  ivccivcxi  to  si'ek  for  counsel  and 
guidance  from  a  person  to  whom  she  had  only 
been  introchicrd  for  the  first  time  a  few  hours 
liefore.  She  merely  lli.inkfd  her  toi-tUtunI 
friei>d  very  gratefully  for  all  her  goodness,  but 
■gain  assured  her  that  she  was  mistaken  in  her 
conjectures. 
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Her  ladjsbip  eootrivcd  how^nr,  ia  ihc 
mane  of  tb«  convemtioB,  lo  warm  out  mrj- 
ihiDg  fibe  wUbcd  to  know  —  to  ^aemtaim  «• 
Ktly  upon  what  footii^  Aoj^wU  aad  Lotd 
Sdmort  bad  parted,  and  to  mtiatj  barsctf  tlui 
B0  vxplaoatioo  at  tbctr  mutual  tentiiueMf  kad 
taken  pbwe  between  tbm. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Wcttbio.— Why  are  you  grown  »o  tiidt?  mhM  chnngc  is 


Am  not  I  Hermia  }    Ar«  iiui  you  l.ytandct } 
I  am  ns  hit  now  «»  I  wm  erawhilv." 

When  At)  gust  a  Monlnunt  rvtircti  to  Ikt 
room,  she  vrus  distractMl  by  so  iiiaDy  cuuleiuUnf; 
feelings,  that  she  found  it  iinpoMible  to  aleep. 
Sbc  was  angry  with  hcrwlf,  and  bitterly  la- 
mented her  own  folly  in  having  bctniyed,  by 
her  confusion,  that  which  a  little  »elf-|>oKM'»iun 
might  have  enabled  her  to  couceul.  She  per. 
cdved  the  necessity  of  beinff  more  u})on  Iter 
guard  in  future ;  and  she  determined  that  her 
treacherous  count«-nance  sliould  not  a  jeeund 
time  reveal  what «  as  pa&sitig  in  her  mind.  But, 
aa  fthe  formed  this  resolution,  »he  Mighed  at  the 
coDBcdousiicss  of  having  formed  it  too  late. 

"  And  do  I  really  love  Lord  Delmonj  (■" 
murmured  she^  as  a  new  train  of  thought 
presented  itself  to  her  troubled  imagination. 
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Tfai*  w»  a  question  Ab  hmi  never  ventured 
to  luk  herself  before,  and  sbe  now  fiiJt  that  the 
ODukI  otiljr  aiuwcr  it  to  the  sflrmative.  A  vril 
•Kiaed  •uddvnly  withdravn  from  her  eye*,  and 
it  frighlenefl  her  to  gaze  upon  tiie  trtiih.  <  )it« 
aaeasj  and  alarmui];  rrdcctioo  foUowed  aaolhcr 
in  ifuick  HieonMon,  aod  the  lought  in  vain  for 
a  rey  of  oomfiMl  to  cheer  and  coiunle  her. 

She  was  both  astoni&hed  and  di&tresaed  to 
think  that  Lord  Delowre'a  behaviour  at  Hun- 
caaler  bad  attracted  tu  much  attentiua.     8he 
became   painfully   aeaaible    how   awkward   ifaa 
ibould  fed  nhvncver  the  happened  tu  be  next 
ihmini  into  the  tociely  of  aay  of  tiM»r  pcTMoa 
•be  had  met  there,  and  to  whom  her  future 
pnwpect*  bad  consequently  been  a  subjtxt  of 
curiosity  and   speculation.     And.  as  >be  oor»> 
trasteil  her  former  bliinful  ignorance  with  her 
pment  utuia>y  knowledge,  kite  ardently  wished 
(hat  she  could  be  gifted  with  the  power  of  for- 
getting all  that  had  that  evening  been  revealed 
to  her. 

The  profpcct  of  Lord  Uelmore'n  arrival 
wnuld  have  given  tier  great  pleasure  before  her 
conrenattoii  with  Lady  Caroline  ;  but  she  now 
looked  forward  to  it  with  anxivty  and  dmd: 
She  bad  never  felt  conviiicuil  that  he  was  au 
taehed  lo  her ;  she  trembled  at  the  jirobabilily 


THE   HEIK  OF   HORDACST. 


of  hiK  lisvini;  hnrd  the  report  that  had  just 
be«n  communiaited  to  hcreelf ;  the  bsd  n  ud 
foreboding  that  be  would  meet  bvr  with  cold- 
ness, that  his  manner  towards  her  would  be 
altered.  Uer  pride  told  her  that  shr  cx>uld  in 
time  learo  to  bear  all  this ;  but  «bc  was  not 
quite  sure  that  she  should  at  firet  be  able  to 
carry  off  Iter  mortification  with  apparent  indif- 
ference. 

She  apprehended  that  evervbody  at  Kstoa- 
vjlle  Castle  would  watch  her  behaviour  when 
she  saw  him  :  if  he  »pokc  to  her,  she  imagined 
it  would  be  remarked  hy  all  the  party;  and 
■he  ffit  that  t3ic  should  no  longer  lind  it  po** 
^)le  to  answer  him  with  her  accustomed  oaac 
Most  of  nil,  «he  dn?«<lc<)  Iwing  sutijccled  to  the 
keen  and  certain  scrutiny  of  kind  Lady  Caro* 
litw's  observation. 

In  spite  of  all  Augusta's  wise  r«»olu(!onst 
her  looks  showed,  when  she  came  down  to 
breakfatit  lh<-  next  morning,  that  *he  had  spent 
a  restlrs.1  night.  Mrs.  Mnnlniint  rejjnrdcd  htr 
srith  anxiety  ;  she  wn*  too  intimately  acquaint* 
ed  with  every  turn  of  her  daughtiT'a  featiires. 
not  to  be  aware  from  their  cxpreasion,  that 
something  must  have  oectirrcd  to  ruRle  her 
apiritl.  She  was  far  from  bving  MtiKflei]  by 
her  assurances  that  slie  was  not  ill,  and  she 
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po—eawd  oo  nwaoa  of  awcruining  what  wm 
mUjr  the  mattrr  with  her. 

**  U«v«   70U   raonvvd    any    Utien   to-daji) 
Mk  AmgmiUT'  inqutrvd   Lady  Can>Ilite  «faea 
die  fOaeftiim  breafcfiut.  ncuuiiiJiig  Iter  juung 
gmtt  ■•  ihe  spoke  with  a  gUmce  of  mingled 
coriecity  anil  tnidligmoe. 

"No,"  replied  lliw  Mordauoti  "I  have 
n  few  correspoodcnts,  tbiit  I  Mldoiu  cxpcvt 
any." 

"  Then,**  nid  Iter  Udythip,  "you  arc  ctiw 
uinty  gifled  with  the  talent  of  divitutioot 
your  pale  clwrk  and  wd  brow  clearly  prove 
that  you  must  be  aware  we  are  not  lo  we 
Lioacl  thi<i  afternoon.  He  ha>  writteu  to  my 
£uh«r,  to  tell  him  he  ha*  Ixtii  dctBiitcd  at  huiov 
hf  bumon  longer  than  he  antici|Mtcd,  aii4 
that  cuowquently  he  nhall  not  bo  wtlli  uit  till 
the  day  after  to-morrow.  Had  I  uodcrttood 
the  rarle  du  pay  a  lilllc  Mmner,  and  despaldi- 
ed  faint  with  ouuidnly  affection  a  gvniJe  hiaC{ 
whom  he  wn»  to  niwt  here  tim  wwk,  I  tiave  oo 
doubt  he  wutild  cither  have  ccmlrivcd  to  lioiah 
the  tireaonw  liu»iut»*  he  speaks  of  iDora  ex- 
peditiously, or  have  diwovtnd  that  he  might 
tnutuct  it  just  aa  well  by  proxy." 

On  hearing  (hi*  annuuncenicnt,  Augusta'si 
firM  anaaiion  woa  that  of  dlMppoinlinent ;  but 
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it  waa  only  momeotsry — she  could  not  ht'lp 
fi-cling  it  n  relief  llut  Lonl  Delmorc'R  arrival 
wu  deferred.  She  was  Mill  in  an  excited,  ud- 
comfortable  state,  and  the  delay  of  two  days 
would  give  the  fever  upon  her  spirits  time  lo 
subside,  and  allow  her  manner  to  resume  IM 
ufttial  unconcern  before  the  saw  liiin.  8tie  olfo 
thought  that  ahe  ithould  then  feel  perhapH  leas 
ill  Rwe  of  Lady  Caroline. 

Her  ladyship  did  not  allow  her  to  iitiiulgv 
her  reflccti»nii  many  minutes  without  inter- 
ruption. 

**  Though  the  most  interesting  member  of 
our  iKiTty,"  she  (il)wr^-ed,  "  i«  prevented  from 
joining  utt,  I  mu»t  endeavour  to  aniu»e  you 
as  well  as  1  can  in  his  ahwnce.  We  expect 
some  additions  to  our  society  to-day  in  the 
persons  of  Mrs.  Carewell  nitil  )ht  daughtff. 
Miss  Cnrewell  is  tharmiugr  (slic  laid  a  flrxMig 
emphasis  upon  the  last  word,)  "  and  if  I  praise 
A«r,  she  returns  me  the  oomptiment  with  in- 
ten-Et ;  for  she  talks  iii  raptures,  I  am  told,  to 
all  )wr  aci|uaiitlai)ce  of  her  dear  delightful 
friend  CaroUnt  Mortimer^ 

"  Is  Miss  Carewell  liandoome?" 

*'  By  no  means.  She  has  n  tall,  gaunt  figurci 
coarac  black  hair,  an<l  dark  heavy  eyes.  Bui 
It  ia  uanecetMry  to  describe   her   apFiearnnce 
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nlilUfailyt   for  ihc  tcUs  tvtryhody  ih«t 
■be  b  extrrmclT  like  me." 
V  **  How  niiich  I  Rhall  admire  her  !"  cxclsiioed 
Ail)(u»u.  Uugfiing. 

"  Tbat  is  really  rery  prtttHy  aaid,"  coo- 
tbuvd  hady  Canltiw.  *'  When  my  nseiii- 
blanc*  ]><-rccivi.-»  (hat  you  arv  rather  a  ravutirile 
of  niitke,  I  thiuk  you  way  reasonatily  flatlcr 
yourself  (hat,  from  aflection  for  me  and  >yixw 
pithy  In  all  my  taste*,  she  will  be  weU  i»> 
dined  to  exl«od  fome  portion  of  hrr  friendship 
and  proteclioo  to  yuti." 

"  If  she  huiiours  tac  M>  far,  I  hope  I  shall 
bt  proporly  gralcful  to  her,  I  suppoM:  she  in 
very  young  ?" 

"  I  do  not  exactly  know  what  ^qu  may  call 
very  young.  Mim  Carewt^i  ha«  decidedly  weo 
bar  ihirticth  hirthday,— anil,  if  I  um  not  wry 
nuch  miatakeii,  at  \eaM  M>int;  live  or  aix  more 
birthdays  aince.  £Uu  u^however,  Irii-bien  con> 
tervitt  and  her  drvss  and  manners  are  as  juv^ 
nile  aa  heart  can  wish." 

'     "  But,  with   all  these  diarnis,  how  does  it 
happen  that  she  remains  unmarried?" 

"  We  must)  I  fear,  attribute  that  drcnm- 
stanoo  to  llw  InuI  taste  of  the  geulluuien  of  the 
prewnt  age ;  fur  I  am  not  aware  of  her  Itavitig 
be«o  crwil  enough  to  reject  a  proposal,  or 
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It)  frown  sway  an  admirer.  She  fir»t  cau>e  out, 
as  I  )iavc  heard  — fur  I  will  nut  pretend  to 
rcmcmbiT  her  ot  iliat  liuie, — aa  a  lively,  romp- 
ing country  belle.  She  rtKle  and  walked,  and 
danced  and  tulkcd,  most  iodefatigably  for 
several  years;  but  finding  at  length  that  tliii 
style  did  not  succivd,  and  wo*  moreover 
reckoned  rather  vulgar,  she  delennined  to 
change  her  manner,  take  up  a  highi-r  position, 
and  coin«  forward  in  a  new  character.  She 
cliaucird  to  luive  spent  n  few  muiith*  vrilk  a 
relation  in  town — in  the  City,  I  believe;  and  it 
was  during  this  visit  that  she  fancied  bcrwlf 
metamorphosed  into  a  London  line  Indy.  WIkii 
tile  rciurnod  home,  she  could  talk  (if  nolhiug 
but  the  opera,  tlio  play,  and  Kcnsington- 
gardma.  She  de*pi»ed  her  former  neighboun 
and  frtenda ;  sJie  grew  languid  aad  sentimental, 
and  she  addicted  herself  to  riading  romances 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  Iter  acquainlsnee 
whik-  the  .lenlimrntal  fli  was  strongly  upuS 
her.  She  declared  herself  cnchauietl  with  nw; 
and  in  so  saying  I  suppose  she  was  sincere,  Av 
she  ipitnedialvly  took  nic  as  her  model.  She 
iioilaied  my  uir,  my  voice,  my  way  of  talking ; 
site  cu)iie<l  the  shape  of  my  gowns,  and  tlw 
fsshioo  of  my  coSJ'urt :  in  iJiorl,  wheawrr  wc 
meet,  1  have  the  gratification  of  fancying  that 


I 
I 


I 


THE  narR  op  mordaunt. 


OS 


1  mx  myself  refl«cted  to  Miss  Carevrtt.     Bhe 

pxs  occasionally   for   a   wM-k   or  two  to  her 

Itlalion  in   London;  which  koumi*  rery  wcU, 

'  ud  furnishes  her  with  fashionable  fliihjocta  of 

I  hmvcrwttidn  whm  «ht'  coimn  Iwcic  ngsin.     liiit 

'  f  iusrpect   that    she    pridea  h^'rirtr  ittil]  more 

Upon  her  snnunl  vinu  here,  and  her  hoautnl 

k  intimacy  with  mc  and  with  all  the  Ksloavilk 

fanily."  'i 

•'  Foot  Mis*  Carewell  T  <aid  Philip  Morli- 

lvi«r,  who  joiiMfl  the  ymiiig  ladies  before  his 

)  tfMer  had  cnoclti(ic<l  Ikt  la»l  Kcntence ;  **  I  am 

j  \un  ihmt  we  are  all  wry  fond  of  her,      I  haw 

I  Vtade  love  to  her  rc^ilarly  every  year  sinre  I 

I  Srft  Kliia,  and  aa  we  both  grow  older  I  think 

«t»e  only  IrVcs  me  better  and  liettrr.     Docs  the 

not.  Car?" 

Then  aililroung  him»elf  more  particularly 
to  Au^Mo,  he  added,  "  V'ou  will  6nd  Caro- 
tioe  very  capable.  Miss  Morditiinl,  of  dcittrib- 
fng  to  you  all  the  ccevntricities  of  our  tijters*. 
but,  in  juitlre  to  the  poor  animals  I  cnust  warn 
you  that  she  wu  always  gifted  with  a  keen  per> 
eeption  of  the  rtdrculous.  She  has  a  trick,  too, 
of  amusing  herself  by  ixiintin);  out  llie  fiiulu 
Md  fuihlM  of  her  neigt)I>otira.  I  hope  she  has 
not  been  tn-ftcherous  eimugh  to  furnish  you 
•llh  a  catalogov  of  mine."  -"raa  i  ,:-mi 
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'  **  Thnt  would  have  been  taking  unnecessary 
troubl<-,  Philip,"  rrplicd  hrr  ladyship  with  a 
playful  xmile;  **  for  if  Miss  Mordaunt  sees 
much  of  yciu,  she  will  aooa  discover  theni  with- 
out my  assistance/  ^' 
Thi!  moniin;;  pnued  very  plnuanlly.  Au- 
gusta had  said  that  &he  liked  flowers;  and  Ladj 
Caroline  proposed  tliat  the  whole  party  should 
walk  to  the  garden  and  thv  new  conservatory, 
Urtli  of  whidi  wore  well  worth  seeing.  She 
wan  in  high  npirila  liert«lf,  and  particularly 
agreeable.  No  farther  allusions  were  made  to 
Lord  Delmorc:  the  conversation  became  gene- 
ral and  animalrd,  and  ewn  Philip  Mortimer 
ooodescended  orcasionally  to  ytia  in  it,  and  to 
be  extremely  entertaining.  «:> 
MiMH  Mordaunt  (who  was  Iraning  upon  Jjody 
Caroline's  ann)  was  much  amuHcd  hy  liiitening 
to  the  high-flown  compliments  that  Mr.  Twiston 
paid  to  her  companinn,  and  Mill  more  ao  by 
remarking  the  iuf^vnioiis  way  in  which  her 
ladyship  cuntrive*)  to  lead  him  on  to  uiy  ridicu- 
lous things,  and  the  comic  civility  with  which 
■he  n-cvivcd  them.  Hor  brolticr,  she  thought,  ■ 
had  not  »|K>ken  too  Kcven-ly  when  he  aociisd) 
her  of  being  satirical.  But  »he  mm  not  a  little 
flattered  by  tdiser^ing  that  while  she  indulged 
her  wit  at  the  expenw  of  most  other  people* 
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tbe  uniformly  spared  Aer ,-  and  In  ih«  siinplich)- 
•of  hKT  heart  the  wonderMl  what  could  make 
Ladjr  Carolioe  so  (oai\  of  her. 

Whcu  Mi«i>  Cuvwvll  anivecl.  Auf{ustK  ftxind 
that  ihe  |)icture  which  had  been  drawn  of  her 
WW  by  tw»  tocaas  a  caricature.  Sho  looked 
older  aod  plainer  than  »\>e  hod  expected  to  m« 
Iht;  and  the  raptures  bite  e^tpreswd  at  nireting 
Iw  'beloTed  friend,' — (he  pxina  the  had  eri. 
dently  taken  to  make  h«rsdf  apprnr  liko  lier, 
and  hor  nnrrniiuinRniHcovoiirK  to imitnt<r every 
word  and  acliuii  uf  Lady  iaroline's, — were  truly 
ludtmua.  But  when  Mr.  Mortimer  adviuicnl 
lanliiiiljf  towards  her,  and  prrlrndod  to  niifc 
take  bar  f<ir  hi>  •totrr,  Augu«ra  had  gr«at  diffi- 
culty in  tnnintaimng  her  gravity. 

Meanwhile  Ttlita  Carcwell  had  been  scanning 
our  bcraiat  with  much  curiosity  from  Iwad  (u 
IboL  She  eainv  up  to  hvr  afivr  dinner,  and 
aaid  in  an  encouraging  tunc, 

"  MiM  MordauDt,  de«r  Lady  Caroline  has 
boca  isllin;;  mc-  you  are  ftuch  aduu-ining  {NTaoo^ 
llwi  1  ant  ijuiii^  impatient  to  biiximc  belter 
aequaioted  with  you.  I  never  had  the  pleasure 
of  knoviog  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mordaunt,  though  I 
have  wm  tliero  fr«|ik'Olly  in  town.  You  have 
nut  yet  l>eei)  introduced  in  Lundun.  I  undcr- 
kUndr 
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"  No,"  ml*rrupted  Lady  C«roline :  "  the  it 
quite  a  novice  in  the  ways  of  the  voHd.  You 
•tid  I  ought  really  to  undertake  tlie  office  of 
initiating  her  into  the  necretK  of  I^ondou  society, 
Mit^i.  Cnn-wcll." 

Mian  Careweil  simpered.  "  I  could  not  pnc- 
i.ume,"  she  replied,  "  to  instruct  any  oni*  in 
y»r*r  prcsMMTc ;  but  if  you  will  kindly  perform 
the  task  you  pmpoHe,  Miui  Mordnunt  will  in> 
deed  be  happy  in  having  such  a  guide/' 

"  01),  you  must  not  learn  to  flutter  me.  Mr. 
Twiaton  assures  ntc  every  hour  of  the  day  that  I 
am  quite  perfect.  I  really  begin  to  niitjH'ct  that 
my  friei>ds  have  formed  a  conspiracy  to  endea- 
vour to  turn  my  bead,  or  at  least  to  make  ine 
believe  that  everybody  who  takes  pattern  by 
me  must  infallibly  become  delightful." 

Mifii  Carewell  looked  nonfuned;  she  redilcn> 
ed,  and  appeared  to  entertain  an  uncomfortable 
suspicion  that  her  dear  friend  was  turning  ber 
into  ritticulv.  At  that  moment  Mr.  Twiston 
appmiu-Hnl  tin*  table  where  the  latltes  were 
silting,  and  requested  they  would  admit  him 
into  their  society. 

"  Such  an  addition,"  said  Lady  Caroline, 
with  one  of  her  i-quivocal  smiles,  "  must  al- 
ways be  welcome  in  any  pnriy ;  to,  pray  take 
that  vacant  chair ;  and    now    charitably  exert 
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jaat  eloquence  in  making  my  peace  with  Hia> 
CareweU,  who  •eems  rootith  enough  to  br  vary 
will)  toe  for  aotD«  nonsenMcal  words  of 
nme  which  wm  epokea  at  nuKlom,  and  with 

00  iutention  of  oSt-ndmg  tier." 
Mr.  Tviston  pmnnunccd   it  slwuluteljr  Im. 

■fak  that  anybody  could  be  offended  with 
Caroline  Mofiimer :    sud    added,    that 
Carrwt41  was  the  very  last  prrtoii  in  the 
world  whom  he  should  have  expected  to  hear 
^■crused  of  being  so. 

The  l«dy   herself    prutoftted    that   she  had 

nerer  felt  less  inclined  to  be  angry  in  her  life. 

rould  not  Ims^nc  why  Lady  Caroline  hnd 

iippoeed  she  appeared  affronted  t    it  must  have 

in  joke  that  nhe  had  pretended  to  think 

raal    And  aAcr  makioj;  mony  similar  sort 

deelanuionft.    the  cbongw)   the   subjixt  by 

'asktag  Mr.  Twiston  to  wriu-  some  verses  for  her 

id  btr  beautiful  new  album. 

"  1  should  be  most  happy  to  comply  with 
I  ID  6atlering  a  rcquMt,"  answered  he,  intxivstly 
[ihrugging  his  shoulders,  "  if  I  fell  qunliliM]  to 
[do  an;  but  n-ttlly  I  am  a  miserable  poet.     My 

1  poor  compoutions  would  be  a  disgrace  to  your 
book." 

"  Hush,    Mr.   Twiston!"    exclaimed   Lady 
CaroUn*,   **  I   positively  cannot  allow  yoii  to' 

VOL.   I,  ' 
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undcrviliic  your  poetical  tiileiit*  in  Ihin  way> 
MiiMCarewell  haa  seen  them,  or  I  shotild  feel 
nuch  templed  to  beg  you  to  repeat  to  her  thoM 
charming  lines  ;ou  were  so  kind  at  to  write  for 
my  book." 

The  poor  little  man  blushed  and  languithedt 
tnd  ventured  to  observe  that  he  thought  he 
certainly  had  feit  a  happy  inspiration  upon  that 
occasion. 

**  And  so  you  vill  feci  ngtiin  now,  at  Mi«H 
CAreweir«  command,"  pursued  her  ladyship; 
*'  (here  are  pens,  ink,  and  paper;  you  have 
only  to  fancy  yourself  A[>ollo,  and  here  are  we 
•—the  three  Graces — wailing  to  admire  iheeJTU- 
sions  of  your  genius." 

"  The  verses  be  vrrilcs,"  whispered  she  to 
Augusta,  "  bad  as  titey  may  be,  will,  I  have 
DO  doubt,  be  quite  as  good  as  any  that  ever 
have  been  composed  for  my  friend's  album.*' 

Mr.  Twiston,  however,  gave  her  no  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  of  thi-ir  comparative  merit  at 
the  prt-swii  moment,  for  he  declitred  it  was  per- 
fectly out  of  the  question  to  oom[>otii-  anything 
in  public.  lie  promised  to  make  the  attempt 
in  private  at  some  future  lime. 

tireatly  as  Augusta  hml  been  diverted  by  the 
whole  of  this  scene,  she  could  not  lielp  feeling 
rather  shocked  by  Lady  Caroline's  free  iodul> 
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e  of  ber  propenaty  for  ridiciiJe.    Tbc  per. 

upon  whom  she  hMii  eserdiecl  il  were  ab- 

enough,  to  be  sure  :  but  she  called  ihera 

Vr  frimcls,  they  wCTe  under  her  fatbof 'a  roof, 

sad  thrrc  waa  lomething  both  treacherous  and 

^vricind  in  drawing  forth  their  weaknesses,  aod 

then  laughing  at  thrm  Iwforr  their  faces. 

"  I  am  not  aure,"  thought  ibe,  "  tf  il  wss 
right  to  be  amused  at  the  expense  of  others ; 
for  1  should  have  been  very  much  disfmcnl  if 
I  had  percctVM]  that  «he  had  acted  in  the  tumw 
way  by  me.  Aod,  after  all,  how  can  I  tell  that 
«ben  1  have  left  this  place  I  way  not  be  made 
the  sport  of  her  wit,  and  he  brought  forward  in 
my  turn  to  entertain  the  next  visitors  who  hap* 
pen  to  unixt  here  ?" 

The  day  on  whkh  Lord  Delmorc  was  ex- 
padcd  at  Kstonville.  I^dy  Caroline  had  asked 
Uiaa  Mordauot  lo  take  a  loiig  drive  with  her 
io  her  pooy-carrtage.  it  chanced  that  the 
message  she  sent  to  order  the  carriage  was 
never  delivered,  and  consequently  it  did  nut 
eoiDe  round  to  tlie  door  at  the  Appointed  hour. 
The  inquiry  and  explanation  occasioned  by 
this  unfortunate  mistake  occupied  some  time, 
and  ibua  the  afternoon  was  far  advanced  when 
ihey  set  out.  The  place  they  went  to  see  was 
several  miles  distant,  and,  before  they  got  half- 
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w^bwk,  the  Aadwn  kad  beput  to  lengthen 
eoaaidenUT-  Ladlr  CtnUae  becwne  luteaaj  ; 
■he  »bipp«l  htr  pooj,  bat  it  scnBcd  la  care 
*«nr  bnk  Cor  ber  unpatiRKc,  and  tht  could 
Dol  tiiiiiiaifc  it  lo  qoickeo  it*  p*cv.  Wbca 
tber  nftiid  tbe  gate  at  EnoanUe,  they  nwt 
Mr.  Hofliawr,  «bo  was  rrtumiog  from  (hv 
•taUn. 

**  Are  we  reir  late  ?"  iaquired  his  lutvr,  in  a 
Totee  of  anxiety. 

"  I  reaUr  do  sat  kMv^  replied  he;  <«  I 
should  Ihiok  sot  cirjr.  What  has  put  you  tn 
Hudi  a  fuu.  Car?  Uai  the  [>oaj  misbe- 
haved P" 

"  No.  BO ;  I  was  only  afraid  we  thnuld  be 
hurried  to  death  in  our  dremng." 

"  Is  that  all?  ^VeU  then,'  pulling  out  bia 
wtfdi,  **  jou  nay  take  nHnfon,  fpr  I  believe 
Galeau  will  alluw  you  a  good  half-hour  for 
your  toUet.  Delniore  has  been  arrived  an 
age.- 

"  How  provoking '.'  muttered  Lady  Caro- 
li»i.'  below  her  lin-alh,  but  loud  enough  to  be 
audible  to  ouc  of  her  companiona. 

**  I  auppoae,'*  continued  Fhilip,  'Mhat  he 
Intends  to  pay  us  a  long,  eomfortable  visit  this 
time,  for  he  has  actually  brought  his  horses. 
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i  have  just  beea  to  iaspect  his  ctvalry,  and 
'  beautiTuI  maimsLM  I  oever  nw." 
Lidy  Carolior  rawle  no  answer;  sJie  drew 
bAngiiAta'*  arm  within  hers  'od  hiirrkfl  li«r 
Ik  the  houK.  Phih|)  «cc<>iii|Miiifd  Uieiu. 
'  Car  always  aocuMs  cnc,"  wid  he,  '*  of 
nkipg  twice  as  much  lime  in  dressing  as  Hhe 
does,  or  any  young  lady  of  her  ocquaiotanoe. 
To-day  we  shall  start  fair,  and  we  ihall  wc 
whid)  of  ua  will  win  tlw  race." 
The  person  to  wImiri  ll»ey  were  nddre«M.'(l 
id  little  attention  to  ihew  words.  Hhe  had 
pemeived  that  the  f^-ntkinvn  were  Klill  sland- 
infr  round  the  fireplace  in  the  great  hall,  and 
in  the  centre  of  the  assembled  group  she  hail 
found  no  difficulty  in  diRtingiiit'liing  L<»rd  Dvl- 
more's  &gur«.  He  ilurt<-d  when  he  heard  the 
nCfmaec^lnor  opened,  iind  advanced  imme- 
Attely  to  greet  his  coumds. 

■*  My  dearest  Lionel,  bow  delighted  I  am  to 
see  you  !''  exclaimed  I^dy  CotoUim',  as  she 
shook  hands  with  him  most  uflectiooately. 
Then  drawing  forward  Augusta,  who  hud 
hung  timidly  io  the  badiground,  she  added, 
"  I  believe  it  is  uttnecessary  to  inlroduoe  you 
I  to  my  eonipanioD.'" 

I   have  indeed  the  pleawire  of  knowing 
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Mm  Mordftunt  extremely  well,"  replied  his 
lordship ;  and  Bomething  more  he  said  in  an 
undcr-tonc  to  Auguata  hcrcrlf,  about  fi-rliDg 
rcjoict^  to  meet  her. 

"  IVImorc  i*  much  improved  in  galUntr^r  of 
late,"  ob««rved  Mr.  Mortimer,  in  a  sort  of  soli- 
loquy. '*  He  is  BO  engrotsed  by  his  attentians 
to  the  young  ladies,  that  he  has  quite  uver> 
looked  mo." 

*'  I  beg  your  pardon,  Philip,"  iin»wcred  hi» 
coukitt,  an  he  fxteiided  hiti  hand  towards  liim ; 
*'  I  really  did  not  perceive  you  until  thia 
moment." 

After  what  Augusta  had  previously  beard 
Mr.  Mortimer  nay  about  the  young  peer's 
arrival,  she  was  surpriwd  to  find  that  be  Iwd 
not  seen  him  before.  In  f^ord  DclmoreV  man- 
ner to  her,  an  indifferent,  or  even  an  intereated 
person,  would  have  been  unable  to  trace  the 
■lightest  alteration  ;  but  to  hers<.-ir  it  appeared 
a  little, — a  very  little, — leu  cordial  than  it  had 
been  formerly.  It  struck  her  that  it  was 
slightly  tinctured  with  displeasure.  Certain  it 
wa»  that  hia  eyes  followed  the  two  yotmg 
ladies,  as  they  walked  up  stairs  together,  with  a 
melancholy  exprcnMon :  hut  B  physiognomnt 
would  twvo  pronounced  that  he  looked  at  th«nt 
in  sorrow  rather  than  in  anger. 
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Wbea  AugusU  wmt  Into  brr  mother'*  raoiDt 
titc  found  brr  in  a  slate  nf  uoiisiilerabic  UD«ui> 
■ofc  Mrs.  Mardaunt  bad  faiXMd,  from  the 
aosua!  length  of  lur  dau/rhter's  ab»ctiirp,  that 
mH  accident  muri  have  )ui[>pennl ;  ami  lud 
Umwd  bemelf  severely  for  baving  allowed  ber 
to  mBOomjiuay  Lad;  Carolioc  in  her  pony 
taahgt.  Wbea  abe  learned,  bewerer,  thai  her 
^prahcnaions  were  tmfemided,  she  ¥ra*  much 
Bcltned  to  be  angry  with  H'iaa  3(vrdaunt  for 
aol  having  RKurn«)  sooiur.  ' 

"  It  U  really  loo  pfi>voking  of  you,  Au- 
guata,"  *hv  remark«t1,  '*  to  bare  utayed  out  so 
very    late    to-day ;    everybody   eW    came    iu 

ly.  Lord  Dcltnore  was  here  at  four  o'clock, 
and  bad  been  inquihug  what  had  bccomo  of 
]rou  for  at  Icokt  two  bourn  before  1  left  the 
party  down  stain.  You  look  tired  to  death ; 
tbe  damp  of  the  evening  ban  taken  your  hair 
quite  out  of  curl,  and  you  have  only  left  your- 
telf  five  minute*  for  dre«dng-tin>e.  You  will 
be  a  terrible  egure." 

Mrs.  Jtlordaunt  did  not  otien  scold  her 
daughter;  her  rq»roof»  were,  therefore,  felt  by 
ber  the  more  severely.  Upoa  tbii  on^ston, 
{Kwr  Augunta  iva»  very  much  di»|)iist.'d  to  bur«t 
inio  hmra ;  »bc  cummanded  bu  fetlings,  bow> 
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tvet,  and  wt  about  the  busineM  of  her  tulet 
with  the  gmileiit  possible  expedition. 

In  spile  of  all  her  radc&voun  to  dr»(>ntch  it 
hastily,  a  considerable  time  i-lapsed  before  it 
was  coiiiplcte<l ;  and  when  sbe  and  her  mother 
proceeded  to  the  <lrawiug-rooin,  they  found  the 
wbol«  party  already  assembled  t)>ere.  Lord 
Delmore  was  engaged  in  earnest  conyerjation 
with  I.ady  ('amline,  who  raised  her  eyes  and 
looked  Mgnifieautly  towards  the  two  ladies  aa 
they  entered :  Augusta  well  knew  by  Ikt  lady- 
ship's manner  that  the  was  the  person  .the  wa» 
at  that  moRtent  talking  of. 

"  Miss  Mordaunt,"  said  Philip  Mortimer, 
who  had  for  once  in  his  life  surprised  his  friends 
by  being  in  time  for  dinner,  '*  1  think  I  may 
boast  that  I  am  the  uinner  of  uur  race,  since  I 
certainly  came  in  Unt.  I  beat  my  sister  CarO' 
line  hollow,  and  I  believe  I  may  venture  lo  add 
that  I  have  di»tanced  you." 

"You  may  iadc«d,"  replied  Augusta;  "I 
feel  quite  ashamed  of  myself  for  being  the  last 
to  appear." 

He  continued  to  occupy  her  attention  with 
this  sort  of  iMdinage  till  the  dinner  was  an. 
iwunced  ;  he  sat  next  to  her  at  table  (ax  he 
usually  did),  and  then  tl  was  that  he  exerted 


'  satisfy  Augusta's  miocl ;  and,  even  during  those 
mtmicnls  when  she  found  Mr.  Mortimer's  oon- 
veruition  the  n)o»t  uniuKiiifr,  sHi-  could  not  help 
•ecrclly  wi&iiing  (hat  be  had  ha|)pened  lo  be  in 
one  of  his  silent  moods. 

Bhe  trusted  that  Miss  Carewell  would  fix 
herself,  (as  site  generally  die),)  upon  Lndy 
Caroline  in  the  evening ;  for,  un<l«r  her  present 
cErcumstances,  she  much  dreaded  a  tflt'^He 
with  her  ladyship  \  and  in  this  expectation  sb« 
wan  not  disappointed.  No  sooner  was  the 
dauiRcl  in  question  established  beside  Iwr  friend, 
than  she  remarked  in  a  very  sentimental  voice, 

"  What  a  pity  it  is  that  poor  Lord  Delmore 
cannot  n-rovcr  his  spirits !  I  really  think  he 
looks  more  depressed  than  lie  did  when  I  met 
him  here  before.  Attached  as  he  woe  to  his 
brother,  I  cannot  help  always  sus]>ecting  that 
there  mu^t  be  something  more  concMilecl  under 
that  deep  melancholy  than  grief  for  the  loM  of  a 
near  atnl  dear  rclaticm.  A  pauion  malhvurtutr, 
perhaps,  ^^'hy  will  not  you  be  charitable 
enough  to  coniole  him,  Lady  Caroline  P" 

In  spite  of  her  ladyship's  habitual  self-oom- 
mand,  a  brigtit  blush  crin^Ko^col  for  an  in>tant 
her  beautiful  clieek  :  she  recovered  herself, 
however,  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and  ex* 
claimed, 
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**  /  try  to  coouAe  hint  t  Oh  no — tlut  wouJd 
Mt  do  at  aU.  You  nrrer  were  more  mitlaltcn 
ID  your  conjecture*.  Lord  Delnorc  has  koowo 
maay  Mirrows,  but  jrou  may  ipare  your  present 
'  piqr.  for  I  believe  I  can  aemire  you  lliat  he  U 
aoc  aiffErnng  frocn  the  pugs  of  unrequited 
iDve." 

Every  word  that  had  been  spoken  had  sunk 
kbeavily  foio  Augusu's  bcarL  A  new  light 
painfully  upon  her.  How  wu  it  poeo- 
she  had  nevcf  before  guessed  that  fxtrd  Del- 
l-aiDK  either  was  or  had  been  attached  to  his 
sing  cousin  ? 
Lady  Caroline  seemed  to  di^'ine  what  wu 
'pasMog  in  her  thouglits;  she  turned  to  Miia 
CareweU,  who  looked  half  ashamed  of  what  she 
had  kaid,  at»d  luked  carelcatly,  *'  In  whidt 
vnlume  of  the  Aaoual  Register  was  it  that  Mrs. 
Carewell  told  me  1  should  liwl  tlM:  »tory  she 
alluded  to  this  moniing?"' 

"  I  rrolly  do  not  recollect,  but  I  will  go  (o 
ha  and  tniiuire  imniediately.**  And  she  rose 
for  that  purpose 

"  I  am  sorry  to  give  you  so  much  trouble," 
observed  Lady  Caroline  aloud :  then,  in  a  lower 
voice,  she  added,  "  Yet  my  quvMioD  w«*  dcvi»nl 
with  the  esprett  iotcatton  of  getting  rid  of  her. 
1  could  beitr  to  listen  to  her  iinperiiDent  non< 
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seDM  no  loiigvr.  Besidm,  I  remarked  that  jou 
were  aonoyed  by  it.  Poor  woman  !  when  sho 
haxarded  her  opinions  and  ndvicv!,  how  little  was 
ahe  ^a|iiaiiiled  with  ihe  eartt  du  pat/t!  But, 
my  dear  couaiii  elect,  what  were  you  and  Phi- 
lip talking  of  with  so  much  animation  at 
dinner  'f  Lionel  looked  almo»t  iiielined  to  be 
jealouii.^ 

'*  I  should  not  have  supposed,"  n^lici)  Au- 
gusta, dryly,  "  that  Lord  l)L-lmore  would  have 
taken  (he  trouble  of  observing  mt." 

"Should  you  not  indeed!"  continued  Lady 
Caroline,  imitating  her  voice  and  manner. 
Then,  xpeaktngiMlurnlly,  shcadded,"!  fcvl  too 
sincere  an  interest  in  your  concerns  tu  lie  de- 
ceived by  this  sort  of  evasion— But  here  comes 
Lionel  tu  pleiul  f<ir  himwlf." 

Augusta'ii  heart  beat  violently  wlien  she 
saw  Lord  Delmore  advancing  tonarda  h«r ; 
he  stopped  irreMtlutfly  a  few  )>accs  from  lb« 
it|>ot  where  khe  and  her  companion  were  sitting, 
and  seemed  as  if  he  had  nut  ()uite  determined 
whether  he  should  go  up  and  speak  to  her 
or  imt. 

"  We  have  room  fur  you  here  upon  tlie  sofa, 
Lioocl,"  said  Lady  Caroline ;  but  bis  lordship 
nfii-ctcd  not  to  hear  this  summons — at  least  he 
took  no  notice  of  it. 
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Augutta  turned  awsv  fa«r  bead,  t»  raocnl 
her  angrr  and  mortification. 

"If  Ddnuirv  will  not  oondMrvwl  to  an-cpt 
jmur  invitation,  Car,  /  wiU,"  refnarked  Mr.  Mor- 
timer,  canlcwljr  nublitJiin);  liiinarlf  in  the  va> 
MM  place  upon  tite  »uf«.  betwn-n  hi«  mier  and 
IUm  Mordauut. 

**  I  ain  aot  sure  that  I  want  your  compaiiyt 
Philip,"  replied  the  former,  piRyfulljr. 

"  I  cannot  help  that,"  r<j»wi>c<l  he :  "I  am 
^try  conifortal>le,  and  here  I  intend  (o  remain, 
UbIbm  Mim  Mordaiinl  i«  cruel  enough  todeairc 
me  to  go  awa^r-" 

Augusta  would  gladly  have  done  so,  had  ibe 
dared.  Her  dutlreu  wa>  (Minfully  cvtdcDt,  but 
Mr.  Mortimer  did  not  appear  to  perceive  it; 
and  he  attempted  to  amuKc  h«r  with  one  an«> 
ilute  oftrr  another,  until  her  nDnwem  to  hii 
ohMmtioM  betrayed  at  length  tuch  extraor- 
dinary absence  of  mind,  thjit  he  had  not  pa- 
timcc  to  prolong  thr  convcrulinn,  nod  he 
aikcd  ber  if  she  would  play  a(  ^cartf-  with 
him? 

She  was  B^hsiitnl  to  refuse :  and  having  once 
begun  to  pUy.  game  suocMclcd  game,  because 
At  did  not  ktiow  how  to  tell  her  companion 
that  »be  was  tired  of  ^cajte. 

Ilic  evening  teemed  to  her  to  tw  perfectly 
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interminable,  atid  nhe  was  inexpressibly  relieved 
when  Lady  Estonville  al  last  propuwed  tliat  the 
ladies  shottid  retire. 

It  is  natural  (o  inquire  how  Lord  Delin»re 
hod  been  employed  all  this  time.  He  had 
neither  pUyed  at  cards,  nor  had  he  spoken  to 
any  one.  He  had  taken  up  a  book,  and  though 
he  pretended  to  read,  his  cousin  remarked  that 
he  never  ttimed  over  the  leaves,  and  that  his 
whole  attention  was  riveted  upon  Miss  Mor- 
daunt's  behaviour.  She  made  no  second  at- 
tempt to  draw  him  near  her,  but  amused  her- 
self by  conversing  with  the  other  gentlemen  of 
the  party. 

A*  r^ly  Caroline  passed  close  to  her  brother 
when  she  was  leaving  the  room,  he  contrived  to 
whisper  in  her  ear,  "  Well,  Cor,  I  think  I  have 
done  what  you  de«ired  ine  to  do;  and  it  baa 
been  at  the  cxpcnMi  of  much  exertion  and  some 
personal  mortification  upon  my  part-*" 


«  Thank 
Caroline ; 


Philip,"  ix-plied  Lady 
have  indeed,  and  done  it 
well.  As  for  ibe  rest,  I  pitied  you,  but  that 
is  all  over  now.  Good  night !  More  pleasing 
dreams  attend  yoa,  than  I  suspect  will  fall  to 
the  share  of  some  other  people  !  ^ 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


itrt,  Pi^c— Bcuet  ■  liitk  chiding,  Uhi  a  ftt*t  dnJ 
or  bt&rt-titeak. 

Worn  Mm.  Mordaunt  rettdwd  her  own  room, 
»ftcr  tbc  tcene  which  hss  been  described  in  ihe 
prwcding  chapter,  she  infonned  her  daughter 
thftt  >he  had  sometluDg  to  Mj  to  hrr  before 
the  went  to  Ijed.  She  told  her  miud>  who  waa 
■itUag  up  Tor  her,  tliat  if  itte  had  put  out  all 
her  things,  slie  should  rM(uire  nuthing  utore  of 
her  tliat  night ;  and  she  added,  that  Miu  Mor> 
dauni  would  tikcwiM  uiulre*!  herself.  During 
this  brief  explanation,  Augusta  stood  silent  and 
Irvmbling.  Sh«  looked  a  picture  of  Qiiscry, 
and    waited   like  a  sclf-condcDincd   culprit   to 

nr  the  promised  lecture. 

As  soon  UK  the  maid  had  closed  the  door  sfter 
her  departure,  her  iiiulher  thus  addressed  her: 
Augusta,  I  niti  going  to  speak  to  j^oii  very 


that  k  at«sjB  ^*a  ne 

d  tkac  I  aal7  tb  aa  vbca 

Yoo 

',  tod 

yvtt  Boc  to  allow  four- 
t»  fe  led  an  to  iirt  witli 


akle  jroa  ■ig>i  iad  Ana  al  tb*  BKMBrM, 
wooU  ccRunlT  prove  a  gmc  iMiiailiaiilmi  to 
jga  b«»—ftu.  I  <&I  Bot  tfaa  rirniiifcr  it  oe- 
tB  Ub<  Id  joti  tbe  exprctatmf  I  bad 
ia  cucu«v)iKace  of  Lord  Tkinon't  be- 
barioar  at  Ur.  ^nacficU'i.  I  M^iocd  vou 
had  appearni  gntlnen  by  tbe  frtwtitna  ae 
duved  for  jou,  aod  I  bttocd  n^arif  tou  had 
good  scnsr  coon^  to  apptoaic  tbc  advutagn 
of  aa  aUianc*  in  cmy  wsjr  k>  doinble-  Your 
eoodoct  to-daj  has  gtieraoaljr  cbappotnted  alt 
my  hopn,  and  1  trust  it  maj  not  bave  pr»> 
judicvd  you  io  Lord  Dclmon'a  optnioD  for 
ever,  ^\'hat  nn  he  bare  thought  of  your 
harit^  completely  rut  Aim  the  whole  ereoiag  ? 
and,  still  wane,  for  the  purpo«e  of  Hn'mg  ex- 
duurelj  with  his  unprincipled  ciJindn.* 

"  Oh,  mamma !"  e\i:l*imixl  Augusta,  weeping 
bitteriy,  ■*  what  a  dreadful  picture  you  have 
drawn  me  of  myself!     I  do  Dot  desert'e  that 
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Lord  Dnlmore  ahoutd  »ver  speak  to  ri«  again. 
He  must  cona<ler  me  roost  thc»n>ughly  lie«rt- 
km  and  contemptible  I  Yet,"  continuml  &he 
ifia-  A  pauw,  "  I  am  not,  I  aoure  ;rou,  quite 
so  much— K>  wilfully  to  lilamc  ss  I  fnr  you 
bdieve  me :  for  it  was  a^^aiDst  my  own  indtiuu 
tiun  that  1  taJked  loo;*cr  and  morv  to  Mr. 
ilortimcr  lo-day  tluin  to  anylxidy  rUe.  I  could 
oot  help  speakiog  to  him  at  dioner,  wlicn  all 
Vut  conversation  was  addrcaanl  to  me.  I  wiUicd 
he  had  not  ut  by  me  in  lhi>  evening ;  Lady 
Caroline  gave  him  a  brood  hiiil  l)ial  ^liedid  not 
want  his  company  upon  the  sofa,  but  he  refuted 
to  take  it ;  and  whcii  he  eslablibhcd  himself 
between  ua,  and  begged  me  not  to  drive  him 
a«ay,  I  thought  I  could  not  possibly  do  mj 
rude  a  thing  as  to  get  up  and  leave  my  place. 
When  he  aftrrw-ardi.  asked  me  to  play  at  f-cart^- 
with  him,  I  would  have  given  the  world  to 
have  declined,  but  I  could  oot  invent  any 
excuse ;  particularly  as  I  have  played  almost 
every  night  with  otjjcr  people.  1  felt  that  I 
was  doing  wrong,  aitd  it  made  nte  very  uncom* 
fortable  and  wretched." 

Mrs.  Mordauni  considered  for  some  montents, 
nd  at  length  she  replied  ;  "  You  were  certainly 
pkced  in  awkward  and  difficult  circunutanct* s ; 
and,  young  and  iocx|<erienced  as  you  are,  it  was 
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not  pcrliapK  surprising  that  you  did  not  know 
huw  to  extricate  yourself  from  yotir  viubarnua- 
mcnt.  But  let  wliat  has  unfortunately  occur- 
red this  evening,  prove  a  salutary  wamiDg  to 
you  for  the  future.  You  admit  you  were  aware 
that  it  was  not  right  to  talk  so  mudi  tu  Mr. 
Morlitucr,  and  yrt  you  hod  tike  weakness  to 
continue  doing  so.  With  such  a  conviction 
upon  your  mind,  you  ought  at  all  events  to  have 
broken  off  the  conversation ;  and  it  would  have 
Ikiii  possible  to  accomplish  this  in  ftfiy  ways 
without  the  least  apparent  incivility.  Nothing 
can  be  m  detrimental  to  a  girl  lu  to  make  her- 
self remarkable  by  encouraging  a  set  of  idle 
danglers.  When  there  is  any  beneficial  result 
to  be  expected  from  peculiar  attentions,  the 
cose  becomes  widely  different.  My  poor  oMv 
iher  used  always  to  impress  upon  my  mind 
when  I  was  of  your  age,  bow  little  it  was  worth 
a  young  lady's  while  to  acquire  tlic  chanictcr  oi 
a  flirt>  for  the  sake  of  purchasing  an  hour's  vain 
amusement.  And  shi-  added,  'that  those  who 
were  anxious  to  captivate  everybody,  generally 
ended  by  marrying  nobody.'  What  I  have 
hitherto  said,  fs  of  course  applicable  to  all  occ*- 
■ions;  but,  in  your  prcwni  i>usilion,  you  must 
perceive  that  a  single  injudicious  lUep  may  liave 
still  more  ruinous  consequences, — it  may  even 
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entirely  destroy  tbe  fatreat  prospeel*  of  yout*' 
vbdle  life." 

**  I  would  not  be  thought  it  vitjn-glorioui 
beullen  flirt  fur  any  coiMtdn-atiim,'*  said 
Augusts,  witli  nitich  warmth ;  "  I  would  rathri 
■ever  go  into  society  again,  or  speak  another 
won]  to  a  iiving  erealurv,  than  be  looked  upon 
in  so  cntiti'inptiblr  n  U;;hl.  I  am  very  |>Ud  thai 
we  are  to  riMiim  home  lo-morrow.  1  ghall  be 
quite  luhanied  to  appear  al  breakfiut,  to  meet 
Lord  Belmore's  eye,  or  to  look  at  any  pcrKxi 
»ho  has  uftrn  in«  to-day  i  and  as  for  Mr.  Itfor- 
limer,  I  aui  sure  that  1  shnll  nrvcr  t)e  able  tu 
endure  the  sight  of  him  aa  long  as  I  breathe." 

"  Calm  yourself,  my  dear  child,"  pursued 
Mrs,  Hordaunt,  kindly;  "  and,  since  we  cannot 
recall  the  paat,  let  us  hope  for  better  things  for 
tbe  time  to  come.  1  trust  (hat  no  serious  mis- 
chief baa  yet  been  done ;  your  father  intends 
to  repeat  tfar  invitation  hv  gave  to  I.rfini  Del- 
more  w-ben  we  met  him  in  Yorttshirt.  I  have 
tittle  doubt  that  he  will  still  accept  it ;  and 
wben  lie  sees  you  at  Mordaunt  in  your  own 
oaturBl  charactiT,  and  eurruunded  by  your 
family  party,  bo  will  proliubly  forget  your  be- 
boffioiir  to-night,  or  at  least  he  will  learn  to 
ng«nl  it  in  its  true  colours.  As  it  is  our  in- 
tePBM  to  avoid  recNlting  lo  his  mind  disagree- 
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bt  BW  mtnal  joii   to  va- 
bvMom*  u  if  onthit^  had 
TIM.    Coamve  to  ewape 
with  Mr.  Mortimer. 
«  hwltfim  ;  but,  at  the 
brwe  Bot  to  *Uov  «nj  outward 
tn  be  pCTwp<&k  ID  vour  mannef  to- 


'H»w  nnr  gpod  «k1  iBdulfcnt  you  ur!" 
af«ata,  H  ■  MrixliMd  toot    **  I  will 
Ml  orA^  to  txtrr  word  you  hav« 
ny  Id  art  in  ail  mpecu  exactly  at 
•e  to  <la.      Tboa^  jiroM  are   Vxttd 
I  to  fargit*  BT  fotly,  I  fvd  that  I  cannot 
bat  oae  thing  1  will 
wwr  hnceceaaoa  to 
vrprov*  mt  fm  tar  kmtft  guOty  of  a  rimUar 


4 

I 


Maaik  MortUuDt  kjnm)  ber  dauf^ter  aflVc- 
tlMHM^.  "  Now,  ny  dear  Augusta,"  &he 
okMTvW.  **  aM  tiBfiicasaDi  fccUiiga  between  as 
•r*  Ibffonra.  Yoo  bad  beuer  go  to  bed  and 
t»  ■!««(>  a*  Kwn  aa  ;oa  can."  Bat,  after  sbe 
had  «i«h<U  bar  good  MRbl*  ifae  reealkd  her  for 
«H  imtant. 

"  I  lut*  only  one  more  cautiou  to  pire  you," 
•Iw  n>tuiutii-«( ;  "  you  nuit  takr  particular  care 
itM   to  let    Ladr  t^aruline  dncorer  that  Mr. 
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Murtimer'E  atteotions  lutve  incurred  cither  my 
diupprobAtion  or  your  own.    It  would  Ik-  AOy. 

'  diia|>  but  civil  to  coufcM  that  hrr  brollu-r  ww 
set  i^recabU  to  you,  and  no  oth«r  expluiaiiuu 
ooold  be  made  without  adraJtling  Iwr  titto  mora 
wcKt»  than  I  am  dvnirous  kIu:  ^luuld  be  awaru 
oC  Lady  Canjliite  ii  a  charoiiiig  fiernuUi  and 
the  fancy  she  has  taken  to  you  is  extremely  flat- 
tering; yet,  upon  to  short  an  accjuaintaitce,  it 
would  bp  very  umviae  to  ooinmunicalc  (o  her 

|«bat  ought  tkorer  to  he  whimpered  to  any  one. 

'  All  young  ladies  are  curious  about  lore  affairs : 

i  bat,  believe  tae,   you  will  find  that  noiiv  are 

laafdy  to  be  trusted  with  your  confidence;  and 
thai  until  everything  relating  to  a  matrimonial 

'  prospect  id  definitively  M-tiled,  the  fewer  people 
it  it  mentioDed  to  the  twlter." 

AugUDU  did  not  conceal  from  bcr   n)othcr 
that  Lndy  Caroline  had  mon^  than  once  taxeil 

'  her  with  the  prcferrncv  Lord  Delmore  had 
bbowo  for  her;  and  that,  although  she  had 
attempted  to  evade  the  charge,  her  coofuaion 
had  betrayed  that  it  was  well  founded. 

It  gave  Mrs    Mordsunt  *«me  uni^ncM  to 

I  find  that  l^ady  Can>liDe  fio.'Weaaed  «o  much  in- 
fermatioo :  sho  had  dibcernment  enough  to 
have  partly  seen  through  her  ladyahip't  cho. 
racttr;  yet  she  believed  that  site  really  liked 


«f  tewDjr  rrcog< 


ha*;  he  «■> ataadii^  iii 
t  «h(B  ihr  md  Mn.  MordiUDI 
tW  avaad  tan  mmek  engaged 
ink  otWr  proftk  to  fiat)  tine 
i;  mi  ha  took  can  to  place 
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Iriinsdf  at   a  contddcrabte  distance  from  tbem 
bolh  al  breakfast. 

Mr.  Mordaunt  had  ordered  his  carriage 
earlr,  and  wbcn  Lady  Caroline  saw  Augimla 
prepared  for  her  departure,  she  drew  her  aHide 
into  a  window. 

**Haw  vei^  disagreeable  it  is  of  your  father," 
ibe  exclaimed,  "  to  lake  you  away  at  (his  time 
cfdayl  I  had  fifty  things  lo  say  (o  you  that 
most  now  remain  unsaid.  I  vhall  miss  you 
•adly,  but  I  hope  you  will  cume  here  again 
•nry  soon." 

"  You  are  very  good  to  desire  this,"  replied 
Augusta.  "  I  nm  sure  I  feel  extremely  sorry 
to  IcsTc  you,  Lady  Caroline^  I  should  be  Tery 
UDgrsieful  if  I  did  not  do  to.  1  much  wish  to 
thank  you  for  all  your  kindness." 

**  Nonsense,  my  dear :  the  truth  is,  you  suit 
me,  and  I  hope  that  I  suit  you.  I  should  not 
tike  any  person  lo  feel  tololly  indiSerent  to- 
wards ne.  I  gvaerally  divide  my  acquaintance 
into  two  distinct  classes — those  who  lore  me, 
and  tboae  who  fear  me ;  and  1  am  certainly  rery 
derirous  to  place  jfou  in  the  6rst  of  these.  But 
to  go  to  another  subject : — 1  must  s)>eak  a  word 
or  two  to  you  about  Lionel  before  wc  part- 
t  am  very  angry  with  him.     He  behaTcd  last 
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night  like  n  fool,  or  suiiietUinK  worse:  mid 
juftt  uow,  wlieii  Mr.  Murtlauiit  a.ikvd  him  to 
viait  jrou  al  MorcUunt,  J  heard  liiiu  decline 
lb«  invitation,  upon  th«  pretence  of  being 
obliged  to  go  (o  London  in  a  few  d^ys  iipoo 
business  of  importuncv.  Now  thi»  i*  mlly  loo 
palpable  a  fudge,  c^onfidering  that  he  brought 
his  horses  all  tht-  way  from  D'Arcy  only  yester- 
day, with  the  ititcnlion  of  staying  here  for  agn." 

The  laiit  piece  of  iotellignKe  completed  the 
measure  of  Atigu»ta'ft  inoriilication  and  diMress. 
The  cmittonary  injunction  she  had  received 
from  her  moih^r  reu<lered  Iier  afraid  to  trust 
herself  to  make  any  answer  to  Lady  Caroline ; 
aiKl  Khe  was  much  relieved  by  n  summons  from 
Mrs.  Morduunt,  who  informnl  her  tluit  the 
carringr  wiw  waiting,  and  thus  opportunely 
broke  off  iiCT  Ute-i-lde  with  her  friend. 

I<ady  OaroliiM.-  squeezed  her  hand  alTcctloD- 
at*.-ly,  and  "  looked  unuttcrulilv  things."  Au- 
guiiU  hurrwd  on  to  wtsh  I<ndy  Bfttonville  good 
morning,  and  ju&t  as  »he  had  returned  her 
ladyship's  amilc  and  curtesy,  Philip  Mortimer 
carae  forward,  and  olii-rcd  her  his  arm  lo  con- 
duct her  to  the  door.  This  was  very  natural 
and  proper,  but  she  almost  hated  Itim  for  his 
civility.  As  iltey  pataed  Lord  Delmore,  her 
companion  made  a  pause ;  his  lordship  started, 


THE    HEia  OP    HORDAUNT. 


Ul 


raddeaed,  and  half  extended  hU  hand;  Au- 
futta's  pride  was  wounded  ;  she  forgot  th«  pru- 
neaODa  she  had  givi-n  him,  and  rcndlecttng 
oalir  thai  he  bad  rrcstrd  hiT  with  ncftlccl,  and 
that  (Jie  bad  just  been  told  lie  had  refu»ed  to  f^ 
In  Mordaunt,  she  drew  ber(«ir  up,  aflWded  not 
to  percei%'e  his  morc-mcni,  and  took  leave  of 
Mm  with  an  appearanc<>  of  cnrdi-ss  indilTerenci^. 
Tit  a  minncnl  afterward*  khc  bitterly  repented 
ihr  hesrtlm  tiiipertii>etH-e  of  Iter  conduct  to- 
ward* him,  and  oiiuld  have  wept  with  vexation 
at  her  own  wayward  folly,  when  it  was  too  late 
i«  rppsir  it. 

The  drive  home  was  a  silent  and  a  gloumr 
one.  Mr.  Mordnunt  Krenied  Ici  be  in  a  had 
bamour,  Mr*.  Murtlaunt  iDoknl  aniiious  and 
dtpnMcd,  and  AuguMa's  appeurancv  wna  Nuf- 
6riraily  miicnblc.  Ivdward  was  an  ontudc 
pwwnger. 

At  length  Mr  Mordaunt  observed,  "  So,  w« 
■re  not  to  see  Lord  Delmore  at  Mordaunt  after 

aiir 

"  No,"*  replied  Mrs.  Mnrdnunt ;  *'  I  undcr- 
ttand  bv  baa  been  uiiexpevtt^ly  called  up  In 
London." 

Then,  tn  pty  to  Augutia,  whose  distress  was 
prinfufly  evtdfnt,  "he  adroitly  turned  the  dfs- 
eoar»e  by   remarking   *>  that   Lady  Ktlonville 

TOI,  I.  « 
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bad  given  her  at  partiit);  a  very  prv^uiig  invi- 
tation to  n-pcat  lier  vinit  to  KHtonville  Caslle 
before  long," 

"  Tlien;  will  I>e  no  harm  in  doing  lh«l,"  uid 
Mr,  MorJaunt;  "  I  passed  my  lime  very  plc«- 
snnlly  there;  there  was  a  good  house  over  our 
ht-sds,  good  che«r,  and  a  good  party.  Her 
ladyship  is  very  civil  in  her  dawdling  way ;  my 
lord  very  hoxpitable  to  his  gucsls,  and  un  agree- 
able man  enough  when  one  can  get  him  off  the 
t'ternal  subject  of  his  boring  i>olitica;  and  Lady 
Caroh'ne  is  delightful." 

AuguMucxpccli-d  in  fcnr  and  trcmbhng  that 
when  she  arrived  at  home,  her  inolbcr  would 
give  her  a  re]icli(toa  of  the  Iwturc  of  ihc  pre- 
eoding  night,  but  she  was  agreeably  Niirgmsed 
to  find  that  she  had  no  auch  intention. 

Mrs.  MordauDi  merely  told  her,  the  first 
linjc  they  were  nlonc  together,  "  (liat  »1m;  could 
tu>l  quite  utidcrntaiid  Lord  Dflmure't  conduct ; 
that  be  wati  reckoned  a  very  odd  young  man 
by  the  world  in  general,  and  that  »l)e  wuh  half 
inclined  to  be  of  tlie  same  opinion  herself;  but, 
m  ehe  had  last  seen  him  under  peculiar,  per- 
hjips  trying  circumstanoes,  that  she  should  not 
cun<lonin  bim  until  thry  had  mi-t  again,  which 
they  wuuUI  probably  do  in  London  the  follow- 
ing spring,  if  cot  •ooner." 
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"  My  judgment  of  hiiDf"  ■!»  ooticlitded,  "  tvjU 
thus  remain  in  ■  iiUle  of  obcyancv;  aad,  wliilr 
this  M  the  cm»,  perhaps  the  Icm  wi-  may  o(  •» 
thinL  or  talk  of  hint  the  witer  it  will  )>r.  Wr 
bftvr  knuwD  hiiu  n  very  short  limi;;  tiiid  sliwild 
he  prove  unworthy  of  our  esteem,  1  Iruil  we 
■hall  Mwn  be  able  (o  ftirgct  him." 
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tvl;   and  to 
mifjtu    be  his 
iiit  Bi^  Md  Dkorc  every 
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that  this  was  tbo 
was  to  be 
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.  Vr  upoD  livr  Iban 
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ii>  bfr  mind,  and,  vriihout  affecting  to  odnnrr 
Ihr  uncnsinrss  by  which  the  was  tormented,  he 
im>ve  to  (tivtrl  her  thoughts,  and  to  amuse 
her  by  every  ntnns  he  could  devise :  but, 
though  hii  kindncsH  proved  ».*xlrftiiely  benefi- 
cial to  her,  it  was  not  completely  suceeufuli 
■Ttd  soon  after  they  came  back  from  KstonTille 
be  relunicd  to  Oxford. 

Every  object  around  Miss  Mordaunt  seemed 
to  have  lost  its  original  charm  :  the  first  delight- 
ful novelty  of  the  country  had  worn  away  ;  her 
gaiden  no  longvT  afTurdcd  her  the  nan>e  plea- 
sure that  it  had  formerly  done ;  her  aeoomplish- 
mrntK  were  only  kept  up  because  her  motiter 
watiltl  not  allow  her  to  neglect  them :  every- 
thing she  did  appeared  to  be  a  bore  to  her;  her 
spirits  became  unnaturally  variable;  and  she 
.  grew  capricioiifi,  restless,  and  disMtisfied  with 
herself. 

The  return  of  Dr.  Stanley  and  his  daughters 
to  thtf  rectory  at  Mordaunt,  which  took  place 
«ooner  than  bad  been  expected,  wait  an  event 
■hich  efTordcd  much  pleasure  to  Mis*  Mor- 
daunt. She  hoped  that  she  slmald  fn-cptently 
aee  Ijaura,  whose  appearance  and  manner),  had 
made  so  rnvournble  an  impression  upon  her 
during  their  first  intervieuf ;  hot  she  was  dia- 
appointed  by  diacovering  llat  her  nmther  wa* 
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uox  inclined  u>  promote  any  great  iotimacy  be- 
tween ihcm, 

Perhaps  Mrs.  Mordaunt  thougtil  it  would  be 
impnuli'iit  to  throw  h<T  sons  coiistontly  into 
thp  socivty  of  n  very  pretty  porlionU-s*  girl, 
who,  according  to  Hit  i<lvi»,  would  uinlce  sn 
extremely  undcsiniblv  wife  for  eilht^r  of  them  ; 
and  aha  did  not  oon.iiiIer  that  it  could  prove  of 
any  advanluge  to  Augiitita  to  form  a  violent 
friendship  with  the  daughter  of  a  country  clergy- 
man who  poiiftc»w<)  neither  fashion  imr  oon- 
nexiotia.  She  entertained  a  high  resjK'ct  for 
Miss  Stanley,  but  she  did  not  particularly  wish 
to  cultirate  her  acquaintance  as  a  companion 
for  herself.  She  was  aware  that  her  piirsuita 
ttitd  views  were  widely  different  from  her  own, 
and  that  she  knew  nothing  of  tliow  people  who 
were  mo%I  interesting  to  her,  and  who  formed 
the  favourite  subjects  of  her  conversation,  Dr. 
Stanley  was  too  learneil  a  man  to  be  suited  in 
every  respect  to  Mr.  Mordauni's  taste;  yet  in 
early  life  he  had  lived  touch  in  the  world,  his 
ide«s  wen-  liberal,  and  hiit  new  neighbour 
began  to  think  tlmt  he  should  find  him  rather 
an  acquisition, — orinother  words,  (bat  he  would 
form  occasionally  a  very  agreeable  addition  to 
hi*  family  party. 

A  few  days  before  ]vdward  went  to  Oxford, 
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be  md  Auguats  liaJ  walked  log«tber  to  call  nl 
ihe  miory.  Tbry  found  Latira  diting  alone 
:ibe  had  cvidcntljr  bcm  butiljr  occupied  befarv 
their  rolrancv.  yet  do  work  was  vtuMe ;  a  laf;ge 
biaket  etood  near  her,  covered  hy  a  »ilk  hand* 
kerchief,  which  appeared  a<  if  it  hod  been  ha*^ 
til/  thrown  over  it  to  conceal  iu  conimt«. 

"  I  wonder  what  you  were  doing  when  ue 
came  in?"  «iiil  Augusta,  playfully:  "  yoti 
really  looked  do  guilty  that  I  autpect  you  tnuM 
have  been  engaged  in  tome  miKhivf." 

*'  My  Muter  is  teiy  impertinent,"  continued 
Edward,  whose  curiosity  had  been  even  Biori: 
ttroogty  excited  than  Miss  Mordaunt's,  but 
who  pcrcvived  that  Lnuni  teemed  both  annoyed 
and  coufuw<l  by  Ikt  rvtnark.  "  I  will  answer 
for  you.  Miss  Laura,  that  your  eniploynivnt, 
vbaterer  it  might  be,  was  a  praiseworlhy  one; 
ood  if  you  do  not  think  proper  lo  let  u«  into 
your  lecreta,  we  certainly  have  no  right  to  ex- 
tort them  from  you." 

•*  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  ymi  for  your 
gciod  opinion  of  lot:-,''  replied  Laura,  with  a 
■milv  ;  "  And  for  fear  I  should  lower  myself  in 
ycMjr  estimation,  I  believe  I  ha<l  belter  not 
dear  up  what  very  Utile  deserves  being digntfieil 
by  the  name  of  a  mystery." 
"  And   do  you  expect  that  /  ibatl  be  so 
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easily  wttisficd  ''"  pursued  Augusta.  "  I  vill 
not  rc»l  till  I  have  brought  you  to  coiifwution. 
You  ncviTRit  idle,  1  know  ;  K-t  mc  »«e  how  you 
were  likely  to  be  empluyL'd  ?  Vau  were  trying 
some  new  rart  of  work,  which  does  not  probably 
deserve  to  remaiD  invisible  F  That  basket  con- 
linns  the  truth  of  my  coDJecluro.'^ 

Laura  shook  her  head. 

"  You  were  perhaps  beginning  a  picee  of 
embroidery,  which  you  do  not  wish  me  to  see 
until  it  is  finished?" 

"  You  are  wrong  again,"  »aid  her  com- 
panion. 

"  Then  I  dare  my  you  were  preparing  a  col- 
lection of  icreeni  and  work-bags  for  a  Itazaar  ?** 

"  No,  indeed  I  was  not." 

'*  Well,  I  have  exhausted  all  my  guesses ; 
and  »inre  I  can  make  out  nothing  in  that  way,  I 
feel  very  much  tempted  to  take  bolder  aiHl  iiiore 
tflVTiual  meant  of  prying  into  your  «ccU)wiionfc 
Will  you  forgifc  me  ?"  And,  as  she  spoke,  she 
advanoetl  towards  the  basket,  and  gently  lined 
one  comer  of  the  handkerchief  that  covered  it. 

What  were  her  surprise  and  dis.ippointment 
on  discovering  that,  inslcwl  of  being  filled  with 
curious  BpecimrnH  of  fnncy-work,  it  contaii>c«) 
a  quantity  of  pour  children's  clothes  of  tlie 
coarsest  descriptioo  '.     One  little  frock,  in  tlie 
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uDfinished  body  nf  which  «  iwcdlc  vaa  itill 
Kicking,  bore  atrinig  evidence  of  having  been 
the  fccrrt  work  which  was  hastily  ihnist  out  tpf 
right  At  thff  approach  of  the  vinitors. 

An  awkward  silence  followed  this  eipoie. 
Augusta  felt  much  ashamed  of  what  she  had 
duDC.  while  I^ura  bhit>hed  deeply  at  having 
her  charittea  thus  dragged  forth  into  light. 

"  When  I  told  you,*"  observed  Kdward,  ad- 
dnacbg  the  latter,  "  that  I  was  convinced  you 
had  DO  cause  lu  be  a»Iiamed  of  yotir  occupa- 
ttoo,  I  said  so  very  Mncerely ;  but  I  will  own 
ih«t  I  was  (Hen  far  from  doing  you  full  jiiotice. 
I  did  not  Hunpecl  tlw  amiable  and  exemplary 
iMIurv  of  the  work  you  were  engaged  in.  You 
mu*t  allow  me  tu  odd,  thai  your  goodness  he- 
eomea  (he  more  admirahlu  too  fr>>m  your  anxiety 
to  conceal  i%'' 

LauraS  vmbarrauincnt  increased,  yet  it  did 
nnt  now  appear  to  be  painful  to  her.  Al  thi» 
moment  Miu  Stanley  entered  lite  room,  and 
Kdward  Morduunt  dc»cribed  to  her  the  little 
acme  which  had  just  taken  place. 

**  Laura's  work,''»he  lemarkvtJ, a.i Uie  glamvd 
Imt  eye  over  the  cunteots  of  (he  basket,  "is 
eertirinly  of  a  very  homely  dcscriptiofi,  and 
totally  unfit  to  be  displayed  before  company  : 
yet  there  is  great  pleasure  in  doing  it,  from  the 
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JKted  by  Dr.  Stanley,  and  lud  lung  been  con- 
ducted very  BuccessfuUy  under  tlio  nupcrinU'nd- 
ence  of  htft  daughters.  Miss  Morduuiit  wan 
much  Btruck  by  (be  neat,  orderly  apgiearanre 
of  ibc  cbildrc-o,  and  by  tbc  ro»|>fct  nnd  nRcctioii 
with  which  ihey  evidently  looked  up  to  the 
Mia^  Stanleys. 

Laura  informed  Ikt  that  hvr  father  also  look 
great  paint  to  have  the  Siii>day-*cliool  properly 
attsuded  to;  and  that  she  and  her  siiler  hurl 
s  etoM  of  scholars  of  their  oirn,  who  came  to 
them  regularly  ooce  a  week. 

"  If  I  knew  what  to  Irnch  ibcm,"  ttid  Au- 
^u&la,  "  I  should  very  itiuclt  enjoy  in»tnict- 
ing  Gonie  of  these  little  girls  iny^'lf.  I  wish  I 
waft  not  so  ignorant  a«  I  am  about  many 
ibiogs-  Will  you  allow  me  to  be  present  some 
day  while  you  arc  giving  a  Ivtson  to  yuur 
pupiU?" 

*'  Most  willinglvt"  rephed  Laura,  "  whenever 
you  can  contrive  to  come ;  and  when  you  have 
ooce  aeen  how  little  we  attempt  to  teach  them, 
I  think  you  will  no  longer  be  afraid  of  your 
own  insufficiency  to  undertake  tbc  task." 

"  I  am  convinced  I  ihall  Hkc  teaching  of  all 
tbiiig>«*'  exclaimed  Augusta ;  '*  I  am  quite  im- 
patient  to  learn  how  I  am  to  set  about  the 
btiuocsa.     I  shall  ask  mamma's  leave  to  arrange 
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all  ilie  pTcliniJnaricft  with  you  aud  your  sistcr 
lh«  Dioincnt  I  get  home.  Do  you  thiok  you 
coitid  both  walk  to  Mordnunt  to-morrow  morn- 
ing to  talk  the  matter  over  with  ut?  If  you 
could,  you  might  *ls»  Inke  the  Mine  oppor- 
tunity of  Wj^iining  another  branch  of  my 
education,  by  giving  me  my  firnt  instruction  in 
plain  work." 

Mill  Stanley  was  much  pleased  with  the 
eagerneM  Mim  Mordnunt  had  rxprcKwd  to  be- 
come useful  to  lier  ]k>or  neighbours:  ahc  took 
care  to  throw  no  impediments  in  (he  way  of  her 
dMJgxkt;  and,  before  the  young  ladieti  paiird, 
it  was  M-ttlrd  that  they  should  meet  again  tiie 
following  dity. 

Durijig  thdr  walk  back,  I'^Jward  and  hia 
siMer  naturally  talked  of  what  (hey  had  ju&t 
Ken,  and  Inith  wore  enthukiagtic  in  their  praiieti 
of  the  Miss  Stanleys. 

"  I  always  liked  (he  idea  of  bring  a  clergy- 
man," said  toward  ;  "  but  since  I  have  kiwwn 
l>r.  Stanley,  or  more  properly  8|>caking,  have 
Iteard  so  much  of  his  character,  I  have  grown 
a  lliuuMiml  times  more  pleased  with  the  pro- 
■pecl  of  my  future  profession." 

A  new  lield  iteemt-tl  (>]H-ni-d  Itefore  Augusta. 
by  wliat  she  had  heard  a»d  observed  (luring 
(he  laat  two  hours-     It  had  never  occurred  to 
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hrr  that  it  wks  possible  slie  could  be  uf  servlcr 
to  brr  Mlow-cnatUK^  notll  tht  acddealilly  " 
dnoorvTMl  how  much  gootl  wns  <lonc  by  ihp 
Mta  Stanleys  in  ibnt  wny.  Slie  hiid  tiow  found 
an  ot^ect  for  exertion,  and  an  nccupation  ihal 
night  at  once  prove  inler^ting  to  hentelf  oivcl 
bvorficia]  to  oiIier« :  ami  fhc  was  anxious  to 
faUow  the  Kdmiralili*  awl  irxvvllcnt  example 
that  liad  been  set  Her  by  hi-r  new  frieiid*. 

\7hcn   the  Mi*»  Stanleys  arrircd   at  Mor- 

,  dutnt  Pork  thenext  day.acmrdinf;  toihrir  np< 

'pointnmtl,  they  were  told  l)uit  Mrs-  MonUnnt 

wa«  not  at  boine,  but  tbat  ahe  hod  IpA  wunl 

liH   Mordaunt   would     be   extremely    happy 

to  tee  them.    Tliey  were  accordingly  admitted  ; 

but,  thouffh  the  rrceptiuii  Augu&la  gave  them 

wat  paiticulsrly  oonlial,  it  struck  them  l)i«t 

theirr  was  an  air  of  awkwardni-Mi  and  rvHtrnint 

in  lier  frenvral  mantier  whidi  they  hod   nerer 

I'miMrlced  in  it  before. 

"  Mamnuide»tred  me  to  assure  you,"  sheoaid, 
"  Itow  very  much  it  vexetl  htr  to  be  obligetl  t<i 
go  out  when  idte  kitew  that  you  were  enminf;  tu 
call  here;  but  sbe  had  unfortunately  prumi»ed 
III  diive  over  to  Somerton  before  the  wan  nwnrc  «* 
of  our  eagogt^fflent." 

*•  W*  ibould  have  been  tery  •orry,"  replied  '' 
MlM  Slaaley,  **  tf  Mrs.  Monlaunt  hsd  given 


134 


THE    HEIR    OP    UORDAUNT. 


Up  ber  drive  upon  our  ocoount.  I  am  much 
aJrud  ibat  we  have  prevented  you  from  nccom- 
pauj-ing  hcT." 

"  Ob,  never  mind  that.  I  hate  all  ahopping 
ooneenw  and  forntal  morning  viuts.  I  would 
mucb  ratlier  enjoy  a  goasip  with  you  at  any 
time,  than  go  upon  such  an  expedition." 

"  I  hope,"  observed  Laora,  "  that  Mrs.  &Ior- 
daunt  approved  of  our  yesterday's  Khemei  We 
mentioned  it  to  my  fallier.  who  was  delighted 
to  hear  of  it.  He  said  he  was  xiirc  the  people 
in  the  villagir  would  feel  very  much  gratiAcd 
by  your  taking  thai  sort  of  interest  in  tlwir 
children." 

Augusta  blushed  very  deeply,  and  bent  ber 
eyes  upon  ibc  ground. 

**  Alas .'"  answered  tJie,  "  1  lament  to  icU  you 
that  I  muHt  givf  up  all  idea  of  reuli^iiig  tlioKe 
agreeable cAnffdifX  eu  Etpagne  which  we  built  so 
prettily  when  last  we  met.  Mamma  was  much 
pleated  witli  the  description  of  your  school :  abe 
thought  it  seemed  a  most  excellent  and  uteful 
estnbliihmvnt,  ami  that  it  was  extremely  good 
and  kind  of  you  to  take  so  much  trouble  with 
the  childrru  :  but  she  said  that  it  was  tmiwRsi- 
ble  to  know  what  complaints  poor  girls  might 
liavv ;  that  the  omail-pox,  even  after  vaccination, 
hiul  ti«ei)  dreadfully  prevalent  lately  ;  and  that 


L 


TUE    HBIR  OP  HOltOAVNT. 


135 


sbe  had  always  so  grcmt  a  horror  of  iatwtioa, 
that  the  could  not  feci  cither  comruruble  or 
s&tisGed  in  allowing  me  to  expose  myself  to  the 
danger  of  catching  all  sorts  of  iUoMses  by  liein|; 
»hat  up  in  tlitr  samr  room  wtth  my  ichoUrB." 

Laura  luokrd  very  much  dioappuinted  ;  but 
M»i  ^tanWy,  whose  connlenaiKu  did  not  su 
Onmgly  betray  h^r  feelings,  mildly  observed, 

**  My  siMcr  and  I  have  for  some  years  been 
in  ibv  con»rant  habit  of  inslrudioj;  thv  children 
at  Mordaunt,  without  ever  havii)^  ft^li  the 
iliglitest  ill  effvct  (turn  doing  bo.  If  Mrx.  Mor- 
daunt had  lived  in  the  country  as  long  as  are 
hare  dotw,  »be  would  not,  I  dare  say,  apprehend 
any  unfortunate  egnsetjuences  from  your  being 
bnmglit  thus  into  elose  contact  with  them.  It 
h  Datura]  that  tliuM:  who  have  spent  Ibetr  time 
principally  in  Ixtndon,  should  think  very  differ- 
tntly  from  us  upon  this  subject.  Of  one  thing, 
I  trust,  she  is  ptTsLia<led,  that  wc  sliould  ncvi-r 
suggest  to  yoo  any  plan  which  we  imagined 
Would  not  I>e  sanctioned  by  your  mother's  ap- 
prnbatioQ ;  and  that  now  we  are  aware  of  her 
•enthnents  upon  the  Sunday-sclmol,  w«  shall 
not  even  mention  it  to  you  again.** 

"  Yoo  are  very  much  mistaken,*'  replied  Au- 
gutia,  **  if  you  believe  that  mmnma  do^-*  not 
wish  me  lo  take  an  interest  in  the  school  Rt 
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Laura  iwlf  opened  a  little  work-bag  which 
tile  held  in  her  luitid — 

"  1  had  bruuglit  jrou,"  die  b^ao,  '*  a  wbote 
aUecrioo  of  patterns  :  but  if  you  should  Iwidly 
Aipowd  to-day,  1  will  not  pUffue  you  with 
tiwRi.     Y'iMj  Etliall  jiee  thmi  at  Kxm;  other  lim^" 

"  Tbauk  you,"  replied  Augii!i.tn,  in  n  tone  of 
BobarrasMiwDt ;  "  I  certainly  du  tioi  fcvl  in  a 
notable  humour  just  at  present." 

Then,  after  a  pause,  during  which  die  iwcnicd 
to  have  hod  a  tlrugglc  with  hcrwlf,  ihi.'  o»n- 
iJMtet)  —  "It  will  be  better   to  tell  you   the 
tnith  at  once.     1  oni  afraid  I  niiMt  decline  be- 
CDOiini;  your  pupil  at  all.     I  havi;  still  so  many 
liiing«  to  learn  and  to   practice,  that  mamma 
ttinlift  I  frbould  nut  he  able  to  lind  leinurc  for 
work.      She   Mys,  she  intends   to  give  away 
.vis  and  clothing  to  the  cottagers  nt  Chri«l- 
i  and  that,  if  you  and  your  sister  will  help 
Bw  with  your  lulvto;  upon  the  Dubjoct,  fthc  will 
entnitt  lh«  diMribution  of  tliete  things  to  me."* 
"  We  shall  be   most  happy  to  render  you 
every  aseislancc  in  our  power,"  pursued  Miss 
Stanley  ;  *'  and  rvmcnibcr,  my  dear  Miss  Mor. 
daunt,   that  it  will  be  very  poKitiblv  fur  you  to 
be  quite  as  useful  to  the  poor  in  many  other 
ways  M  if  you  had  time  to  make  clothes  for 
them  yourwelf  " 
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Edvard  at  that  instant  rodt?  past  the  wi»dow ; 
and,  SA  he  enteral  the  room  almuAt  immediately 
afterwards,  the  cooverutioQ  was  diverted  to 
other  nuhjects. 

"  What  an  extraordinarj-  person  Mrs.  )loiw 
daunt  must  be  T  remarked  Laura  to  her  sister, 
after  (hey  hiul  parted  with  Atigu&Ia  and  Edward, 
H'liu)utd(-»cur(i.tll)iL-iiiludf-vrnyh(>im'wlien  their 
long  morning  visil  at  Murduunt  Park  was  over. 
"  It  is  socontradictury  that  she  ^»uld  object  lu 
ber  daughter's  wisJi  of  making  herself  perwmally 
useful  to  the  |KK>r  people,  when  she  seemi  so 
very  ready  to  o(>cn  Iwr  own  purse  to  relieve 
their  wants." 

"  And  yet,  my  dear  L«ur«,"  answered  Mtas 
Stanley,  **  if  we  analyze  Iter  character,  I  believe 
we  stiall  find  that  it  is  by  no  means  an  un> 
common  one.  To  Hum  it  up  in  a  few  words, 
she  is  a  worldly-minded  woman  and  a  fine  lady. 
Her  inteulions  are  good,  but  they  are  not  re- 
gulate<l  by  principle.  She  wislin  her  (laughter 
to  be  just  what  she  is  herself;  the  greatest  anxiety 
•tie  Tm-U  fur  her  is,  tluit  she  may  be  approved 
md  admired  in  a  certain  privilegetl  circle ;  and 
her  highest  ambition  is  to  see  her  make  a  r^eh 
and  brilliant  marriage.  Her  idea  of  charity  is 
limited  to  almsgiving  :  ami  she  think*  that  sJie 
fulfils  her  duty  most  amply  in  that  respect,  if 
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ife  bntowe  ycttrly  a  certain  parlwn  of  her 
iflnnn  upon  tbo»e  mho  ore  in  need.  It  vauld 
mUkt  tntrm>t  nor  anime  her  to  ioqirire  pard- 
^^ailarly  into  tbe  circumstances  of  the  persoDa 
^Hibrt  profit  by  her  bounty  ;^^r  dt-sim  il  to 
^Bnmd  generally  to  all  the  poornt  ulijcctt  upon 
^Hler  buitwnd's  estate.  It  is  probably  from  a 
^Bmtaken  affSeclioo  fii^r  her  daughter,  that  ahr 
I'  hi*  forbidden  hvr  to  exert  herwlf  in  a  maDiwr 
vtiich  she  thinks  might  prove  diiuidvantaj^ut 
to  ber.  Sbe  is  unwilling  to  allow  her  to  lun 
An  fiak  of  catching  any  disorder  that  might 
impair  her  boosted  beauty,  by  associating  with 
her  inferiors ;  or  of  injuring  the  delicacy  of  ber 
IttDda  by  sewing  cosrso  oolton.  And  she  is 
afraid  that  her  fine  friends  might  reckon  Misa 
Murdaunt  vulgar  or  ridiculous,  if  (hey  hvan) 
■he  had  permitted  licr  to  act  as  a  schoolmi*tre«ii 
to  a  number  of  dirty,  ignorant  village  children. 
She  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  very  hippy  if  it 
aifbrds  her  datigltter  Mtisfaction  to  distribute 
ooonfort*  tn  the  indigent,  with  which  she  pos- 
MMM  the  means  of  supplying  her  without  the 
dBghtcat  danger  or  inoonvenience. 

**  In  Mies  )Iordauitt  there  is  much  to  admire 
fn  every  way  ;  and  It  Ik  a  sad  pity  thnt  u  |)er«on 
who  is  by  nature  »o  nminbly  dis]xnc(l  should 
not  be  {nstructed  to  aspire  after  Itctter  things 
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titan  miTO  worldly  vanitios;  that  she  should 
Dev«r  have  been  taiif^ht  that  there  arc  conceraii 
at  far  greater  importance  to  attend  to  than  any 
of  those  which  relate  to  her  temporal  intcn«ts 
only  :  and  that  her  parents  should  always  huvt- 
led  her  to  believe  both  by  example  and  preoi;]M 
that  it  is  the  sole  obj<.-ct  of  her  life  to  eourt 
and  please  the  proud  and  frivolous  leaders  of 
faaliion,  inMead  of  Jmpre&ung  upon  her  mind 
that  there  is  a  higher  Ueing,  who  has  th«  6rst 
claim  to  her  adoration,  and  whose  favour  it  is 
absolutely  esseDlial  to  her  happiness  here  and 
hereafter  to  propitiate." 

The  intelligence  that  Charles  Murdamit  had 
obtatnc<l  leave  of  absence,  and  was  coming  home 
to  spend  two  months  at  Mordjiuni,  was rwx-jvcd 
by  his  family  with  the  greatest  satinfaction.  It 
woi  now  the  beginning  of  Nuveml>er,  and  he 
hoped  that  no  severe  frost  would  set  in  till 
after  Christmas,  to  interfere  with  th«  hunting 
he  promised  himself  he  should  enjoy  in  his 
father's  neighbourhood. 

The  country  was  reckoned  a  very  good  one. 
Lord  Bstonville  kept  a  fine  pack  of  fux-bounds 
for  the  purpo«c  of  maintaining  his  political 
popularity ;  and  hi*  son  Philip  so  far  overcame 
his  natural  indolence  as  to  undertake  the  no- 
minal  direction  of  the  sport,  but  the  real  ma- 
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■geateot  of  tbe  kenoH  cooocru  devolved  ro- 
tiffljr  npoa  ifaa  buatsnun, — ma  amagenrai 
*\acH   was    uaivcnall;   Boiuadcml    extretMljr 

judibouB. 

C«ptain  MonUuDt  had  brard  from  his  lathor 
■ad  tootbct'  tint  tbcy  hod  idcI  Ixnl  Drlmore 
■1  Ur.  Wingfidtl'i) ;  and  ht*  rnVtu)  hail  cxpreM. 
a)  UttUKtt  m>  ■irnogly  about  hii  uiUTi  in  ■ 
iMter  far  received  from  him  mod  aAcr  tb«t 
fiat,  thai  he  aiore  diui  hsif  uupected  there 
mnl  have  beeo  lomethiug  very  peculiar  io  bia 
l^iimiiiii  fur  Augiula.  Ilr  anli-ntly  wiihed 
thu  be  might  not  be  mistakca  in  hiit  cunjccliire, 
far  he  fftlt  convinced  that  »udi  on  aliiance 
•mik)  br  likely  to  Mxurr  the  liappioea  uf  two 
pMMOa  Io  both  of  whom  be  was  most  wortntf 
•tiacbed. 

When  he  gfjod-naturcdiy  juk«d  Auf^uaia,  the 
day  h«  arrived  at  home,  \i\toa  h«r  suppotcd  con- 
qtmt  of  bia  friend,  be  perceived  at  once  by  her 
diUreM  and  ouafu«ion  that  tltc  subject  was  no 
iaughinf;  matter  to  Arr. 

Uv  etDM-que6lioned  bis  mother,  when  he  had 
as  opporluoity  of  doing  to  in  private;  and  he 
fbuml  her  extreinely  anxious  to  talk  to  him 
upon  the  c:lm-,  aitd  to  ai>k  hi*  opioiuit  vf  Lord 
Odmore's  ehwacter  and  intentions. 

H«  littetMd  [Mlivntly  to  the  long  devcriptioti 
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wiQ    jntt  SQcensfut; 
aS  otlHT  i&tcrfienDce  upoo 

ai  •»  a^  »  y'^'f  ■>*i>  ^  maiTj  jour 
besmear  had  pboalr  indioiled 
mt^  ht  ku  ax  t^  ksst  vidi  to  do  >o  ?  And 
ncK  i  te  w  •M^m:  and  kiad  mougfa  to 
MMSV*  *^  r^*^  reqocsX.  «n^  tou  reasoo- 
aAiSt  rsKR  ^K  j«5tT»g  but  miam-  would 
xiBiih  invK  «K±  tm  cxbatnl  anon  ?  I  fed  u 
^KOvMoc  >*  ^'^'tt  f*'  ^  )*  <^  bunxss  of  those 
3urs.iw  v^k."  ^fv-iin  UmveiT^s  br  raakii^  up  to 
imunf  '»aK$  vir  nL.-);;;:  bsri^  l^r  sligfalest  inteo- 
iua  iC  amrry-jKc  ^Xk  :  tx::  «oc1i  was  not  Lord 
IVunin-:  >  .-KM.      ^T<  jt^t  ntxiitci  that  it  was 
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Ibov^  hum4Kl,  WM  as  wartn  ta  usual :  yei  Utu 
Tibrr  rrgrdtetl  in  general  terras  bis  ioabilily 
lu  obc]F  hia  friend's  summoDSt  and  added, "  itiat 
lU>  vas  the  more  Unlaliitng,  as  he  Itatl  pro. 
■bed  biauelf  very  great  pleasure  in  pa\iiiK  a 
litit  to  MordauDt>  before  a  long  Buccesstun  uf 
•dnne  aod  ¥i-\at)ouK  drcumslancc*  put  tl  out 
hb  power  tu  realiM  sudi  an  agrctuibU-  plan." 
caoduded  by  expressing  a  hope  "  ihnt  It 
not  br  very  long  before  Charles  and  he 
be  tlirowa  logvihrr,  dtbiTst  D'Arcy,  in 
or  iM>ine  uther  part  of  the  glubc." 
Thu  t%  prtrtty  decitive,''  said  CliaHes  >Ior- 
daunt,  in  an  angry,  mortified  lone,  as  he  folded 
ap  the  letter  be  had  ju&t  received,  aiid  luimled 
it  to  his  molbar.  "  Dclmorc  and  Augusta  are 
the  (wo  grcatvst  idiots  I  know.  They  are  like 
babies  wlio  have  quarrelled  about  a  ■Iraw  ;  and 
continue  to  vex  one  another,  and  deslrny  their 
Diutual  happiness,  because  ihey  are  too  proud 
to  own  ibey  have  been  in  the  wrong,  and  lo 
make  it  up  again.  I  have  no  patimoc  with  nudi 
Mlyt" 
Mrs.  Murdauut  was  very  much  of  the  same 
^Bpptnioo,  but  the  did  not  express  it  in  lueh 
^■Rroog  Ivrma. 

[T     tot. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Jkrtrmn. 


— AtflrW 


I  nuck  my  choice  upon  h«r,  ere  my  hnirt 
Dunt  ttiiA.li  loo  bold  o  beiald  of  roy  tonguc- 

SlllK!>PK4>C. 

Soox  nfter  it  waa  knonn  in  the  neighlwiirhoocl 
Ibat  Captain  Klordaiint  was  arrived  at  Mor- 
daunt,  and  morcoTcr  that  he  had  Bhown  hin- 
tdf  to  he  dvddedly  the  best  horsentan  in  Lord 
Eatunrille's  hunt,  hiit  mother  received  a  liltlv 
pink  DOte  from  the  Counleu,  naming  an  early 
day  on  wliicU,  she  suid,  "  Lord  Estonville  and 
herself  hoped  they  miglit  Ik*  able  to  prevail 
upon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mordaunt,  and  Miss  Mor- 
daunt,  to  join  tbeir  family  party  at  Euonnlle 
Cutle.''  Her  ladyship  added,  "  that  she  bad 
ventured  to  enclose  an  invitation,  which  site  re- 
quested her  corrnpondcnt  lo  liave  l)w  goodne«« 
to  j^vc  to  her  son,  and  also  to  jwrKuade  hJm  to 
accept;  as  Lord  Katonville  waa  very  anxious 
to  nioke  his  acquaintance." 

**  Her  ladyiliip  is  very  graciousi"  obwrved 
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Mr.  Mordaiint,  with  n  ineer.  "  If  the  Btyl«  of 
Utii  long  anm  wax  iiut  mt  peculiarly  lirr  own, 
I  should  be  tempted  to  imagine  ahe  had  dis 
putcd  llie  task  of  writing  it  to  her  channing 
daughter.  —  ChaH<.>R,  you  will  fall  in  love  with 
Lady  Cart^ine  Morlimcr." 

"  No,  I  do  not  think  that  I  •liall,'*  replied 
Captain  ]lIordaunt,  "  Though  I  am  not  per- 
sonally acquaialed  with  her,  1  know  her  already 
by  sight  89  well  as  by  description  " 

"  You  may  do  both,**  continued  liii  father ; 
**  but  uiitil  you  have  *e«ii  her  at  liome,  and 
UMcDvd  to  her  converution,  you  can  have  no 
idea  how  f&scinating  and  dangerous  a  perton 
■fae  is;  — I  say,  dangerous,  because  she  W  re- 
ported not  to  be  very  apt  to  return  the  admU 
rmiion  ah*  liupires." 

"  If  that  it  the  cant!,"  *aid  Charles  with  a 
smile,  "I  rnuDt  ctideavour  to  kteel  my  bean 
against  her  charms :  yet,  cruel  as  she  U  gene- 
rally  MippoMd  lo  be,  I  cannot  help  entertaining 
a  shrewd  suepidon  that  Nature  has  not  made 
her  so  completely  ins<-ntibtc  to  all  tender  feel- 
ings that  then*  tlov«  not  exist  sonie  one  upon 
the  faev  of  the  earth,  who  might  be  able  to  in- 
duce h«r  to  give  s  favourable  hearing  to  a  tale 
of  love." 

Tltere  seemed  to  be  a  peculiar  meaning  at- 
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tacbcd  to  these  Utt  words,  riuI  as  hrr  son  pro- 
nounced tbenif  Mrs.  Monlaiini  rrgmrdnl  hiin 
with  n  luok  of  curious  inquiry.  But  he  did 
not  ap|>ear  to  uh^rve  it;  ul  ani/  rate,  he  waa 
evidcfilly  determined  not  to  enter  into  aoy  far- 
ther explsnatioD. 

Aufjusta  would  have  been  vrr}'  much  plca.<cd 
Mt  the  thnu){hl»  of  Ki-ing  her  friend  Lndy  Cnro- 
line,  if  slve  hwl  not  felt  afraid  of  nhat  bhe  might 
My  to  lief  about  I^ord  Delmorc.  She  knew 
that  Philip  Mortimer  was  not  at  home,  there- 
fore &he  was  relieved  from  all  dread  of  pcrseeu- 
lion  from  him.  As  shcdnrw  near  to  Kstonville, 
however,  the  recollection  of  her  former  visit 
opprensi-d  her  very  f>ainfully ;  and  when  the 
towers  of  the  castle  actually  cauj^ht  her  eye,  a 
most  uncomforlable  M-nsation  eamo  over  l>iT| 
and  she  felt  as  if  st)c  liad  scarcely  (lowtr  to 
draw  her  breath. 

L«dy  4Jarolii>e's  manner  towards  her  when 
tliey  met  was  oil  kinducAs;  she  apfxarcd  de> 
lighted  to  have  her  with  her  again,  and  received 
her  almott  with  the  afleelion  of  a  relutioii.  She 
found  •  iliuusand  flattering  and  agreeable  thing* 
to  tell  her,  and  as  she  had  visibly  no  intention 
of  uuiking  any  ollusiou  to  her  cou»in,  A  ugu^la's 
^rits  threw  olT  by  degree*  tlie  weight  whieh 
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b«d  prcMcd  fo  hpATily  u)x>n  them,  nncl  she  be- 
gui  lo  lintl  hiTM-lf  quite  happr  and  at  her  owe 
■ .  "  Is  that  jro«r  brother  ?'"  inquired  Lady 
Cmroliav,    as  Charier   Moninimt   vntered    th* 

jm  together  with  two  or  tlir«c  other  gentle- 
wbo  were  just  returned  from  hunting. 
**  Wlial  B  cli»tinguiKh«cI-looking  young  man  he 
b  i  I  wouctvr  you  never  told  me  he  was  very 
baudioaic.  Perhaps  yoa  fancied  I  should  con. 
aider  Ikat  «  a  thing  of  course  in  any  person 
iif  the  ftlorJaunt  family." 

Augusta  Mushed  as  she  replied,  "  I  am  very 
glad  you  tlitnk  him  so.  May  I,  in  my  turn, 
ask  you  tlic  names  of  those  gentlemen  opposite 
lo  ii.a,  wl>o  ar«  strangers  to  me  t'~ 

"  To  be  sure  ymi  may.  I  »!tall  be  most 
happy  to  give  you  every  jwiuiible  information 
in  my  power  respecting  them.  I  feel  quite 
ashamed  of  not  having  vohmlcerMl  to  inMruct 
you  in  their  different  styles  and  titles.  That 
gawky,  sheepish-looking  personag«i  who  seems 
principally  to  have  attracted  your  attention,  is 
Mr.  Horsdey,  a  near  neighbour  of  ours,  and  a 
fox-hunting  *  aquire  of  low  degree,'  whose  ideas 
do  not  extend  very  far  beyond  the  narrow  limits 
of  his  own  poternal  acres,  and  whose  greatest 
atnliilion  in  life  if  to  possos  n  good  htvvtl,  »ml 
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to  secure  a  good  dioner.  Wheu  you  hare  seen 
more  of  the  countr}',  you  will  discover  that 
there  arc  manv  such  eharaclers  to  be  found 
in  il." 

'*  He  miut  at  kut  be  a  happy  man,"  ol^ 
served  Augutta,  **  nncc  his  two  principal 
«Uhe>  may,  I  suppose,  be  eiirily  grnlificd." 

"  Oh,  certainly  :  and  to  add  to  Mr.  Horceley's 
good  fortune,  1  perceive  that  you  are  deter- 
mined to  be  pleased  with  him. — That  heavy 
iniddle-agt^  worthr,  with  coarse  features  and 
a  dark  complexion,  wlio  has  pincrd  hiniwlf  so 
comfortably  before  the  fire,  is  Mr.  Flatt.  I 
see  you  think  him  vulgar ;  but  you  must  not 
despise  him,  for  he  is  the  possessor  of  millioas 
of  Diuney,  which  his  father  amassed  in  trade,  — 
or  perhaps  it  would  sound  better  to  Bay,  by  his 
ability  in  commercial  afTnirs.  Mr.  Piatt  has 
obstinately  remained  an  old  bachelor,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  condescending  a(lvan<-cs  of  several 
head*  of  families  who  are  rathi'r  less  refined 
in  iheir  view*  for  the  estjiliUHhment  of  their 
daughters  than  Mra.  Murdauni.  He  alwaya 
appears  to  m«  a  persontficatiou  of  thommt  con- 
tent :  for  his  wealth  gives  him  a  sort  of  conse- 
quence, and  enable*  him  to  eommnnd  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  good  things  of  tliis  wurld." 
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"It  it  not  Lord  Byrou  who  tells  us  tlial 
'  Weoltli  ia  power"  ?"  replied  Augiisia. 

"  Yes,  sad  bo  it  U,"  pursued  Lady  Coroliih: ; 
"  but  when  it  is  not  smoothed  down  ami  \n>- 
Ibbcd  by  the  hand  of  cU-gancc,  it  is  power  in 
a  very  coarse,  repulsive  stupC.  It  furcea  itself 
OQ  by  mere  weight  of  metal.  And,  like  a  stcam- 
rngiive,  carrtc»  vverytliiug  irresiiitibJy  before  it.'' 

*■  Your  titailes  are  always  as  just  as  tliey 
turn  ratertainiuf;,*'  observed  Misa  Monlaunt. 
"  1  suppose  this  modern  Crvesus  is  tolerably 
purse-proud  ?" 

"  You  are  not  mistaken  i  yet  we  must  for. 
give  him  that  little  failing,  since  his  imtoense 
Cortune  is  the  only  recommvndnlion  he  can 
boaM.  In  »])ile  of  all  that  I  have  Ksid,  how. 
evefi  I  fuUy  ^predate  the  wonderful  utility 
of  the  Bteam-eogine,  and  nobody  la  iiteliocd  lo 
undervalue  money  less  tliaii  I  am.  In  &liort, 
one  cncmol  du  without  it.  To  wind  up  Mr. 
Piatt's  history — he  cAUie  into  this  port  of  tlic 
country  to  look  at  an  cstntc;  but  lie  doe«  not 
like  il  well  eivough  to  buy  it;  m  we  shall  i>ot 
liave  the  liappioess  of  retaining  him  in  our 
neigli  bou  rhood  ■ 

<*  The  name  of  the  short,  thick-set  little 
Nimrod  who  is  now  ulking  to  Mr.  Hor»eley,  is 
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Sioglelon  :  be  is  an  electioneering  friend  of  ni^ 
fUher'ft,  aiul  the  greatest  jjoesip  in  England.  I 
believe  he  ciutk*  vcrj'  little nbuul  hunting:  but 
he  Roes  out  con«tiintly  for  the  purpose  of  eol- 
lecting  nil  the  i>ews  of  tbe  neig^il>uttrhwxl.  Bis 
Iween  oundm,  1  suspect  that  thi*  in  the  case 
with  very  many  more  sport&meii,  if  we  eoitlil 
make  them  confess  the  truth." 

**  I  conclude,"  purituv*!  Augusta,  "  that  he 
often  entertains  jou  with  his  anecdoti-s  and 
hi<itorie«." 

'^  1  cantwt  say  that  he  ever  amuses  me,*^  an- 
swered Lady  Caroline,  "  for  be  is  the  greatest 
)>are  upon  earth  :  but  I  am  M>niclimes  obliged 
to  listen  to  his  rnirratiuiiK  with  as  dvil  u  face 
as  may  be." 

"Poor  Mr.  Singleton  t  After  what  I  have 
heard  of  him,  I  think  1  need  nut  be  very  anxi- 
ous tu  add  him  to  tbe  list  of  my  acquaintance. 
Who  is  that  young  man  who  is  standing  by 
Luly  tUlonville^—he  seems  to  be  a  frieiKl  of 
my  brolber's." 

"  Ou  yuu  mean  the  exquisite  youth  whose 

irk't  coat  looks  as  if  it  had  coinv  new  (his 
morning  from  Mr.  Stullx's  hands,  and  whose 
elvjjanl  IwoIn  appmr  n*  if  they  m-vcr  were  iii- 
iende<l  to  be  ^plalitted  with  mud  i"  Is  it  jMssilde 
ytm  do  not  know  him  f" 
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**  I  do  DM  indnHl." 

"  You  should  ivally  be  CAreTuI,  nijr  dear," 
ooDlinucd  her  l«lv>hip,  with  raoeh  gravity. 
"  not  to  make  thi*  itort  ufwlmiMJon  afpaio;  fur, 
aiMs  I  uich  ignorance  almost  argues  )rour«etf 
unlcDown.  That  young  man  i*  Mr,  Suflonl. 
Vou  miiKt  have  livarU  of  him.  Hv  i*  an  Iri^lt- 
man  by  birth,  but  he  lias  lived  a  grvoi  dnU 
abroad,  and  as  be  has  taitte  cf)ough  lt>  like  good 
society,  h«  hu  contrived  to  eslabliHh  himaelf 
in  ID  t^scelteiu  plac«  in  tlie  world.  Hiii  forliiae 
ia  imiiienK,  and  he  is  coiuequently  a  sort  of 
person  all  youog  ladies  like  to  talk  to  and  to 
dance  with,  aud  all  old  ladies  oonuiter  it  dr»ir- 
abU-  to  flatlcr  and  to  treat  with  diKliiigtiii>h«d 
atti-Dtion.  1  laugh  at  hiui  for  hii>  fundt-*  al>out 
his  dress,  and  aone  other  Utile  harmleaa  vtuii- 
licg;  but,  in  truth,  he  is  far  superior  to  lh« 
people  oue  genetally  nieels  with  in  society. 
You  will  6nd  him  by  nomeansacomnioo-plaar, 
evcry-day  character ;  and  1  prvdict  that  you 
will  think  him  n^rMaUv.  /  cot»liler  hiiu  ex- 
tremely to.  He  was  a  oofMtant  flirt  of  mine, 
utitil  1  discovered  that  his  peace  of  mind  was 
in  danger  of  being  aflectn)  by  our  lung  con- 
versations. We  came  to  an  explanation.  an<t 
we  now  uoder&tand  one  another  perfectly,  ami 
are  the  best   friends  imaginable.      It  is  very 
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possible,  you  know,  to  find  great  pleasure  io 
talking  Io  a  person  one  sees  oceatdonally,  and 
still  to  imagine  he  might  not  prove  an  enter- 
taining companion  for  life ;  and  to  fed  a  very 
sincere  regard  for  a  man  one  mtglil  not  wt«h  to 
many.  Mr.  Staflbrd  only  arrived  licre  yester- 
day, and  I  feRr  we  shall  not  be  able  to  detain 
him  very  long  ;  he  is  ao  popular,  (hat  he  is  al- 
ways perplexed  with  twice  as  many  invitations 
M  he  is  able  to  accept." 

As  La<!y  Caroline  conditded  this  description, 
the  subject  of  it  came  up  to  speak  to  her ;  she 
inquired  Itow  he  had  been  amuecd  out  hunting. 

*'  Ob,  very  much  indeed,"  replied  he ;  "  I  ad- 
mired ihf  bounds  extren>cly,  and  we  have  had 
excellent  sport.  Now,  why  do  you  smile,  Lady 
Caroline  ?  Yoti  are  an  malicious  as  your  bro- 
ther wuuld  be.  Fbilip  always  declares  that  1 
know  nothing  about  fox-hunting,  and  that  1 
have  no  vocation  for  field-sports.  But  if  you 
will  not  give  credit  to  my  report  of  the  pro- 
ceeding* to-day,  I  must  call  upon  Capuin  Mor- 
daunt  to  eonlirm  it ;  nol)ody  will  W  inclined 
to  dispute  his  authority  in  these  matters,  1 
presume.*' 

"  His  sister  will  not,  I  dare  aay,"  obK-rred 
her  ladyship.  **  Miss  Monlaunt,  allow  me  to 
present  Mr.  Stafford  to  you.     And  now,  Mr. 
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Staftud,**  cootinued  the,  tulf  pitting  tbe  coo- 
fusioD  sbc  bad  tbrcnra  bini  iato,  "you  must 
bring  your  voucher,  and  introduce  biro  to  tnr, 
for  I  bare  not  yet  the  pkuuurc  of  knowipg 
Capbuo  Moniauot.'' 

Tbougb  Cbaries  Mordaunt  bad  Ima  prv- 
judic«d  againM  Lady  Caroline  Mortimer,  br 
could  oot  belp  thinking  ber  uncommonly  agree- 
able; and  be  was  niotv  Battered  than  be  cho6e 
lo  oonfcM  to  himiteir,  t)y  pvrcciting  that  6he  was 
anxioua  to  r«ndcr  hertvlf  jKculinrly  to  lo  him. 
Hr  begoa  lo  tuapect  ibai  he  migbt  have  taken 
aa  crroocout  rww  of  bcr  character,  and  have 
been  led  to  judge  it  too  icverely. 

bhe  told  bim  ahe  could  not  look  upon  bim  oi 
a  ttranger,  because  she  had  heard  so  much  of 
bim  from  Lord  Delmore ;  and  she  added, 
"  that  the  relation  Lionel  hod  given  her  of 
bis  kbidiuw  to  Aim,  had  taught  Iter  to  rcgani 
bin  name  with  admiration  and  resped,  and 
to  rejoice  tliat  her  cousin,  who  often  »tood  in 
need  of  counsel  and  guidance,  had  the  good 
fortune  of  possessing  so  excellent  a  friend." 

"  Delmore  has  been  staying  here  lately,  has 
be  not?"  uliNTvrd  Captain  Mnnlaunl. 

"  He  wn*  with  us  early  in  the  autumn," 
replivd  Lady  Caroline ;  "  liut  his  visit  was  a 
very  shabby  one ;  be  was  in  a  great  hurry  to 
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go  on  to  Ixindon.     C«n  yon  Icll  mr  wtiere  he 

is,  and  what  he  is  doing  at  prcwni  ?" 

This  answer  entirely  Jwlroyetl  Charles's  hope 

cif  diacovcring   anything   farllier  about   Lord 
Dolmorc'a    ]>tan«   and    proceedings   from    hli 

cousin. 

"  What  n  lovely  creature  your  sister  b !" 
wait  Lady  Caroline's  Dent  remark.  *'  She  is  so 
amiable  and  unaiTcctcd  too,  that  it  is  quite  im^ 
possible  everybody  should  not  l)c  encltniiled 
with  her.  She  will  make  un  extraordinary 
scnalion  when  »l)c  appears  in  town." 

Cajitain  Mon]aunt  expressed  pretty  strongly 
how  much  grali6ed  he  felt  by  this  compliment 
to  hix  si^tvr ;  but  if  Lady  Caroline  had  flattered 
herM;lf  that  »h<:  dwuUl  be  able  to  lead  him  on 
to  talk  to  her  of  tite  iuipre»»ii>n  AugiiMa  was 
reported  to  have  made  vptm  Lonl  IMmorr's 
heart,  »be  was  disappointed. 

Meanwhile  it  was  evident  that  Mr.  Staffurd 
bad  been  much  struck  by  Miss  Mordaunt'i 
beauty,  and  befon*  she  hod  been  three  day»  at 
Estonville  Ca^ale,  it  was  the  decided  opinion  of 
every  one  of  the  party  there,  that  it  would  be 
her  own  fault  if  she  did  not  permanently  eclipse 
all  her  former  rivals  in  his  aifecttons. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  Mr.  Stafford?" 
said  Mrs.  Mordaunt  to  her  husband,  when  fti)i> 
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found  an  op[>ortuDity  of  talking  the  toattvr 
over  with  him. 

**  That  he  ta  the  imaf^  of  a  inan  who  \tA» 
long  been  dewl,"  replied  Mr.  Mordaunt,  "  a»il 
for  whom  1  felt  ko  j^reut  nn  avendon  when  he 
wu  alive,  tliat  it  is  still  quite  (lUagrevable  to 
me  to  Itiok  upon  hia  resemblance." 

*'  Vou  iin.-nn  Mr,  0'l>oiinel — the  person  who 
martini  your  poor  oousjo  Mtsa  Mordaunt." 

"  The  luinie.  Then  you  too  have  perceived 
the  likenesti?  But  how  would  it  have  been 
possible  you  should  not  have  done  so  .^^ 

'*  It  is  very  n-markable,  certainly,"  pursued 
Mr«.  Mordnunl.  "  A«  Mr.  Stafford  is  an  lnsh> 
man,  it  is  not  however  improbable  that  he  may 
be  related  to  Mr.  O'Donm-i'i  iamjly." 

'*  No ;  I  have  his  own  authority  for  assuring 
you  tlint  he  ill  not.  T)>e  same  iili-n  hod  occur* 
red  tu  myself,  and  I  conlriveU  to  ask  him  the 
question  in  a  Tx>uiidal)out  way ;  but  he  told 
toe  very  distinctly  that  he  could  not  claim  the 
lea»t  kindred  with  anybody  of  the  name  of 
O'Dooncl." 

"  Well, after  all,  the  bent  part  of  Mr.  O'Don- 
dH  was  his  appearance ;  and  as  this  young  tnoti 
does  not  Hcem  (o  resemble  him  in  anything  else, 
I  UlEnk  we  may  easily  forgive  him  the  acd* 
dental  circumstance  of  being  like  him  in  that 
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partkular.  You  must,  I  am  sure,  bare  obwrvcd 
Imw  much  be  KdtnirM  Augusta ;  and  fruru  all 
I  have  M«B  aad  beard  of  him,  it  strikes  me 
tku  br  would  ftrore  ■  ta»t  doinblc  parti  for 
onr  aaQEliMr> 

■*  Tbccv  i»  w  doubt  thai  br  is  rnormou^jr 
ndi ;  Mid  dwgli  sobc  of  hU  finical  ways  do 
■k  an  liM«,  br  ha*  tbr  idnu  and 
of  a  ^eMlcasik  But  hare  jou 
|;ma  ap  or  for^tcn  vour  former 
itmmTfw^Awfmsu  to  Lord  Ddmore? 
I  AaaU  Bt*  Wb  mmtk  hencr  as  mr  aoa-in-law 
Am  Mr.  Stiftri.* 

*S^  AmU  I,*  iwriiiiiJ  Mrs.  Mordaum, 

«tf  I  riiij.li   '  tbn«  «M  nai  tlM-  »lij:)itcst 

Aogutta  uofur- 
tt  wtn  UsI  May- 
^M  iftfelilM^  Mrf  MR  thtf  tane  be  ha* 
MfMiJN'  P^mM  •»  ^Ht  tt*  at  Mordrant,  and 

111  idlia  w  irl  if  Tr^ fT"  tberffore  we 

«M7  «■•  Mil'i  iiiMilaili  ihM  hv  Ttshe*  to  dfr- 
«||a»  dl  ftrtliv  iaiVKy  «tib  ut.  —  As  one 
Ir^  IMiMfMt  hM  A«b  vamdwd  trata  hrtbt* 
Wk,  il  iffMiri  to  Br  ihu  o«r  wi*r*i  nelbod  4>f 
n|aM*|r  th»  rril,  «fl  he  lo  take  advantage  of 
tW  llfV?'  affwlMdl^  vhtcli  secau  now  about 
|»yriwM>lny  to  Mi  afawMciHg  a  w>cM  eligible 
#4wMil  fbr  our  diaMgtev.    Bamog  rank. 
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Mr.  SufTord  hits  rvcrjr  poMeaHon  the  world 
can  dvsirv,  to  uSrr  to  h«r  ac(K)>(«noc." 

"  Well  then,  oinre  he  finds  ao  much  bTour 
ia  jrour  tight,  let  hiu  throw  biaidf  wul  his 
diouunds  at  Auf^usla's  feet  whenever  he  lbiiik» 
proper ;  and  if  she  is  plc«Ecd  to  fmile  upon  hia 
tutt,  I  prumjje  you  that  I  will  nut  Mp|»M.-  it." 

Ttuit  AiigufttB  uiight  |>robal)ly  nut  feci  in- 
dined  lo  receive  «  decUratiun  f>f  attachment 
from  Mr.  Stuflbnl  with  (juite  ao  tnucli  Katiafac- 
tion  as  she  wished  her  to  do,  was  an  apprcbeo. 
■ion  that  preyed  heavily  upon  Mrs.  Mordaunts 
miod.  &he  perceived  that  her  daughter  con- 
sidered him  an  agrornblc  man  — (hat  mIh*  won 
amustrd  with  his  convirrtation,  and  flatti-n-d  by 
his  atu-nliott« ;  but  tilw  knew  too  well  liuw  to 
re«d  what  was  panMng  in  her  thoughts,  not  to 
be  ftware  that  she  w  as  far  from  suspecting  the 
Mrious  nature  of  his  admiration  for  hiT.  Shi- 
•AW  that  Augusta  looked  upon  hiti  earnest  pru- 
Cainont  of  devotion  a*  in«re  empty  compliments, 
■od  that  she  listened  to  thein  with  indifference; 
while  hvr  varying  colour,  if  Lord  Delmore'^s 
MiiK  was  accidentally  mentioned  iu  her  hear- 
ing, betrayed  that  the  warm  interest  she  felt  in 
cverj'thing  relating  to  him  was  still  utidimi- 
niabed. 

Ij«dy  Caroline  took  care  to  throw  Augusta 
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and  Mr.  Staffurd  as  much  togclbcr  as  jtawiUv; 
yet,  oe  she  conetantlj  joinctl  in  thvir  convena- 
tion,  tlic  contrived  itmt  the  one  Httould  remain 
unooiiAciou*  iltat  it  was  the  di'ure  of  the  other 
to  addre«»  hit  ditcourae  exclusively  to  her. 

Her  ladyship  had  a  lirtlc  underplot  of  hn- 
own  upon  Captain  Mordauot,  to  cftrry  on  nt  the 
samv  time.  With  the  true  cpirit  of  a  co()ui.'ttc, 
Kite  wa«  particularly  anxious  to  captivntc  him, 
bccaiue  >hc  diicovoretl  that  hit  heart  was  proof 
ajpinst  her  altractiotib.  She  did  not  doubt  that 
be  thought  her  a  most  delightful  pcrwn ;  ^be 
believed  ibat  she  had  succeeded  in  making  an 
imprcMton  upon  his  vanity ;  but  ^hc  could  not 
re&t  natinlied,  ttince  lie  had  not  fallen  in  love  with 
ber. 

One  morning,  when  Lady  Caroline  and  Au- 
gusta were  returning  home  through  the  villa(|;v 
of  Estonvillei  after  n  long  walk,  the  l.-ilter  dv- 
iicribcd  to  her  companion  Iww  kind  the  Misa 
Stanley*  were  to  the  poor  {>eople,  and  men- 
lioned  (he  wish  i>hc  liad  herself  ftdt  lo  imitatit 
them  in  this  resjiect.   . 

"  I  have  always  heard,"  replied  her  lady- 
ship, "  that  the  whole  family  are  exceltent 
people ;  yet  I  iiiuM  f*y,  1  am  iwt  surprJKsJ  iliut 
Mrs.  Mordaunt  refused  to  alluw  you  to  bccumv 
a  charity-sdiool  mistreta.     Such  an  oocuiuiioii 
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i-verj  praiaeworthj  and  rerj  pro)x:r  for  clergy. 
iiicn''B  daughters;  but  it  would  not  bv  ut  dl 
suitable  for  you  or  for  me.  There  in  uulxidy 
■bo  possesses  a  nicer  tact  thsn  your  mother, 
or  whosp  judgment  and  discretion  In  all  que»:* 
tions  of  thJK  kind  mnj  be  more  ufely  depended 
upon.  Believe  n>e,  when  you  are  a  few  yc«r« 
older,  you  will  see  very  plainly  why  it  is  that 
the  has  now  doi>e  wisely  in  preventing  your 
formitifr  a  very  clone  friendship  with  sudi  young 
ladies  as  these  Miu  Stanleys.*^ 

Auguflta  coloured.  "  It  was  not,**  she  said, 
"because  mamma  disliked  my  being  intimate 
with  the  Miss  Stanleys,  that  ^hc  objected  to 
my  adopting  tlie  plans  tltey  had  suggeoted. 
She  always  speaks  of  our  neighbours  in  the 
highest  terms.  They  are,  i  assure  you,  holh 
of  them  detij^lilful  in  their  different  ways,  par* 
ticuUrly  the  youngest,  who  is  also  uiicom> 
nonly  pretty  ;  ju&t  the  style  of  beauty  you 
would  admire.  Lady  Caroline.  1  am  certain,  if 
you  knew  them,  that  you  would  like  them." 

Lady  CarollDe  nniled  incredulously  and 
haughtily.  "  My  dear  Augusta,''  she  ob- 
served, "  they  would  not  be  at  all  in  my  way, 
though  I  am  very  willing  to  allow  them  every 
pOMble  merit.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  th<-m, 
to  be  nun,  but  I  know  exactly  what  wtt   of 
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persoUB  they  are ;  and  you  must  not  be  offended 
vriti)  what  I  am  going  to  say  to  you  about  them. 
I  have  no  doubt  you  will  find  them  extremely 
agreeable  companions  to  sec  now  and  then,  oa 
worthy  and  mpeeuble  country  tidghbours; 
but  if  yuu  wilt  take  my  advice,  you  will  a?oid 
cultivating  tlicin  more  warmly  than  cordial 
cdrility  requireii,  and  you  will  by  no  means 
make  Irasom-friends  of  them.  Tbese  sort  of 
scntimenta]  liauons  between  girls  who  arc  likely 
to  be  tlirown  into  very  diffcreHt  society,  gene- 
rally end  abruptly  and  disagreeably,  and  give  a 
maiwait  air  to  one  of  the  ))artie»,  while  they 
reflect  ridicule  upon  the  other."  She  pauwd, 
and  then,  as  if  irresolutely,  continued:  "  I  have 
yet  A  stronger  reason  for  cautioning  you  about 
tbe  Miss  Stanleys.  1  have  good  grounds  to 
imagme  that  they  are  »lightly  infected  with 
Mclhodistkal  principtea :  if  lliis  is  true,  it  is  a 
sort  of  disorder  that  increaAeg  rapidly  where  it 
baa  ODce  taken  root,  and  is  likewise  very  easily 
communicated.  Now,  I  happen  to  know  that  a 
certain  cousin  of  mine  holds  all  MclhiKtists  in 
absolute  abhorrence,  and  has  the  greatest  dreftd 
of  their  gaining  an  influence  over  the  miud  of 
any  pcriMin  in  whom  lie  feels  a  peculiar  interest. 
He  made  himaelf  perfectly  mi»erable  »oon  after 
his  brother's  death,  when  be  fancied  (errone- 
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oudy  mough)  that  his  niotber  and  Agnea  were 
in  dan^r  of  falling  into  the  hand*  of  ovutge- 
lical  friends,  wkI  of  becoming  '  rigliteaua  over 
much." " 

This  wa»  the  only  time  Imiy  Caroline  bad 
made  the  iligbtest  allusion  to  Lord  IVlmore  in 
speaking  lo  Hiss  Mordaunl.  Auguita':*  face 
benune  criniKiD ;  she  said  not  a  word  in  reply, 
but  tlie  hiol  that  had  been  given  to  her  sunk 
det^fdjr  into  her  mind,  and  Itrft  there  the  full 
inpnaaioii  her  artful  companion  had  intended 
it  toprodtMe. 

When  she  afterwards  recalled  every  sjrlkfale 
of  the  focegtnng  conversation,  she  could  not 
help  acknowledging  to  herwUi  that  bvr  nwthcr 
had  ocrtablj  indirectly-  endMVoured  to  dU- 
coorage  ber  aeeing  a  fiT^t  d^  o(  the  Mi&s 
Staoleys.  Thti  had  never  struck  lier  before. 
She  DOW  imagined  that  Mrs.  Murdaunt  mif^t 
perliaps  suspect  that  thev  were  too  strict  in 
thrir  religious  ideas;  at  any  rate,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  she  must  regard  them  in  the  same 
point  of  view  I.ady  Caroline  did.  And  Au- 
gusta sighed  heavily  at  having  discovered  that 
adverte  drcumstanoea  rendered  it  neci-ssary  for 
her  (u  renounce  the  friendnhip  of  so  amiable 
and  engaging  a  Dompanion  as  she  bad  always 
found  in  Laura. 
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'It  may  se«m  extraordioaiy  (hat  Lady  C«- 
ndJDt  should  hsvc  taken  ihe  trouble  of  preju- 
dktng  h«r  against  bcr  neighbours,  or  that  she 
"houlii  have  found  any  motitc  to  induce  her 
to  do  M>.  Thv  truth  wa$,  her  ladyship  hul  do 
t«nnioed  to  obtain  a  comptL-li;  ascendency  over 
Auguaa.  To  accompliiJi  lhi«  pur|)09e,  she 
bod  flattered  her  vanity,  affected  the  f;reatcsl 
anxiety  to  forward  all  her  wishes,  and  sought — 
hj  every  mnins  «)ic  eould  derite— to  render 
herself  agreeable  to  her ;  ai>d  she  had  succeeded 
but  too  well.  The  natural  rectitude  of  her 
pupil'*  mind  was  beginning  to  be  in  some  d^ 
gree  warped  by  faer  insidious  arguments :  she 
had  taught  her  iosenaibly  to  adopt  her  opinions, 
lo  judge  of  people  and  things  by  her  dandnrd, 
to  think  highly  of  her&clf,  and  to  despite  all 
those  who  were  not  fortunate  enough  lo  have 
obtained  the  distinguished  sanction  of  her  ap* 
probation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mordaunt  were  daxKled  and' 
gratified  by  seeing  their  daughter  thus  warmly 
patronised  by  a  |>enon  of  I^y  Caroline's  high 
rank  and  fashion — one,  too,  who  vas  generally 
reckon<-d  so  very  exclusive,  and  difRcult  to 
]AtaK.  Tljey  did  not  suppose  it  {MRtMlile  that 
any  bad  consequences  could  result  lo  Augusta 
from  such  an  intimacy  ;  and,  as  they  were  very 
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rcAily  to  (In  oil  in  tl>eir  pover  to  |>romo<e  it, 
Ker  Udyahip  perceired  that  she  aeed  not  ApfMV- 
bend  the  bligfalest  oppo«itio«  to  her  pUru  from 
thfir  inU-ffiTvnce. 

Sluruld  MiuMunlauDt,  liowcFer,  h«  pcrmiited 
to  form  a  clote  frwndtliip  with  tlx.-  Mis*  Stjiiileyv, 
who,  by  diarncier,  were  well  ktwwn  to  I^ily 
Caroline ;  alie  utr  too  much  caute  to  fear  tlint 
the  right  and  good  principles  they  would  be 
likely  to  instil,  and  the  excelteot  and  amiable 
example  they  would  always  set  before  ber, 
would  probably  counteract  the  mischievous  in« 
flueuce  she  luul  laliuured  mi  luird  tu  e»lablisJi; 
and  that  her  dntiuL-il  victim  would,  aAer  all, 
eMrape  from  her  wares.  To  avert  such  a  mor- 
tification, she  determined  to  persuade  AuguMa 
lu  break  off  any  very  frequent  intercourse  with 
]>octor  SUmley'a  faintly  for  the  future. 

Mr.  ami  Mr*.  Mordaunt  were  prevailed  upon 
to  atay  at  Estonville  Castle  for  more  than  a 
fortnight.  Mr.  Stafford  rnnoined  there  alto, 
tlwugb  everybody  wok  aware  that  at  the  etui 
i>f  the  first  week  be  had  a  previous  engagement 
long  »tandiiig,  to  join  a  large  party  at  iIk 
bouKe  of  anuther  of  his  titled  friends. 
Uis  admiration  for  Augusta  became  daily 
}rc  evident  and  decided  ;  and  an  the  morning 
M  ber  father*!  departure,  ho  told  him,  "  thai  if 
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he  tbougltl  it  would  bo  perfectly  convetiKtit 
to  him  and  Mrs.  Mordaunt  to  receive  him,  he 
should  fcvl  very  much  tmiplcd  to  lake  tho 
liberty  of  {)ra[H>aing  to  spend  a  fow  dny«  with 
them  at  Mordaunt  in  hia  way  bock  to  (own.'" 
I  Augusta  overheard  this  propoul  nude,  nnd, 
of  cx>ursc,  very  graciously  accepted.  It  partly 
o])ci)cd  hvr  t-yc*  Ion  very  unwelcome  truth,  and 
formed  at  the  same  time  »  niOKt  painful  con> 
inut  to  Lord  Uelmore's  behaviour  upon  a  aimi- 
lar  occasion.  She  reddened  violently,  and  then 
brushed  away  a  tear,  as  ^he  turned  to  talk  bur< 
riedly  and  incomprehensibly  to  Mr.  Singleton 
upon  some  uninleresling  subject. 

"  Well,  Lady  Cnroline,"  obitcr>ed  that  gen- 
lletnaii,  xh  Mr.  Mordaunt's  carriage  drove  away 
from  the  door,  and  he  klowly  retraced  hia  «tepx 
after  having  watched  Mr.  StalTord  hand  Au- 
gusta into  it,  "  I  think  we  may  pretty  surely 
foretell  that  there  will  be  a  match  there.  Did 
you  ever  tee  anything  more  decided?"  : 

All  KCi^niK,  certainly,"  replied  tier  ladyihrp, 
'*  (o  go  on  mmi  happily.  She  is  a  charming 
creature  !  Mr.  Stafford  will  be  a  particularly 
fortunate  man." 

"  I  Kus|)ect,"  continued  Mr.  Singleton,  "  that 
be  waa  formerly  a  little  too  ambitious  in  his 
viewfc     1  beg  your  ladyship's  ]>ardon,'  (for  ot 
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this  allusion  the  drrw  hermit  up  vn^  proodly,) 
"  I  did  not  mean  In  offend  you.  But  he  is 
growTt  wiirr  now,  and  Miaa  .Monfnunt  will 
Buke  hint  a  very  suitable  and  admirable  wife. 
Sbe  will  kn>p  hini  upoo  the  right  udo  of  po- 
litics, loo.  I  mm  very  bappy  to  find  that  &Ir. 
Mordauol  i«  oiw  of  uaJ" 

"  The  whole  fiutiily  are  io  every  way  a  great 
acquisiioci  to  this  neighbourhood,"  Mtid  l^dy 
Carolmo;  and  ibc  went  on  talldn];  of  them  to 
Mr.  Singleton  for  a  length  of  timr. 

It  gave  her  miMh  MliKfaciinn  to  m«  thai  he 
oooMdercd  Ibe  marriage  of  Augusta  and  Mr. 
Staflord  to  be  a  settled  thing.  Shtf  had  no 
doubt  that  he  would  immediately  diuethinate 
the  report  of  it  as  surb,  far  and  wide ;  and  she 
aaa  extremely  denrous  lliat  this  intelligence 
■bould  reach  Lortl  Delmore't  car  as  speedily  as 
poanblc,  and  with  iHc  appearance  of  coming 
flrofa  the  moat  unquestionable  aulbortly. 

She  therefore  contrived  (when  he  appealed 
to  her  for  her  opinion  upon  the  subject)  to 
Ktrcngihm  bis  conviction,  by  mailing  every 
admission  he  could  require :  but  she  took  good 
cart  not  to  commit  herself  so  far  a*  (o  enable 
>.bin  to  quote  if  as  hi*  informant,  or  to  say 
she  had  told  him  onv  decided  word  about 
^>har  friend  Miss  &lordauul's  alTairs. 
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Wittn  Mr.  Singlrton  took  Iwive  of  Iter  lady- 
Alpy  lie  tnterimlly  vaunted  himt^lf  not  a  liltlc 
upon  the  diplomatic  ability  he  had  displayed 
in  havinj;  extracted  from  her  all  that  he  wanted 
to  asccrtoin;  nnd  as  he  tunied  hi«  iMrae'ii  Itcad 
homewards,  he  frit  a  consciouK  jiridv  iii  be- 
lievinfT  that  he  ha<l  actually  ntitwJiiMl  m>  very 
cJever  a  person  as  Lady  Caroline  ^lortimer. 

Captain  Rlordiunt  had  had  much  to  fcmtify 
him,  but  he  had  liltewiite  km-h  a  great  deal 
that  di.iplea&ed  him.  during  his  visit  at  Kston- 
ville.  He  had  been  to  a  certain  degree  fasci* 
naled  by  Lady  Carotioe's  wit  and  beauty,  yet 
he  ouidd  never  entirely  Mirmount  llio  feeling  of 
mistrust  with  which  he  had  originally  ri^rded 
her;  and  upon  a  fiarther  actiuaintance  with 
her,  he  fouitd  thia  rather  increatwd  than  di> 
minii>he4). 

He  looked  upon  ber  a*  by  no  mpan>>  an  eligi- 
ble companion  for  his  sister ;  but  his  father  an<) 
mother  would  not  listen  to  any  of  his  sugges- 
tions u]iun  this  point:  and  when  he  ventured 
to  hint  something  of  tite  kind  to  Augusts  her- 
•clf,  she  was  violently  offended  with  him  :  told 
bin)  '*  she  vrn»  no  longer  a  child,  aivil  would  not, 
ronwqurntly,  bear  to  l>c  dielatod  to  by  him : 
aiKl  that  be  need  not  take  the  trouble  of  abunng 
her  charming  frientl  I.«dy  Caroline,  since  she 
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I  wAultl   not  hear  a    sioglc    word  in  ber  ilis> 

^^      praise." 

^H  Chu-lcs  was  tnortifini  by  hit  ritler's  via- 
f  gndoUN  behaviour  tovrordit  him.     Thv  fi-ar  he 

^_  had  enterlUDcd  that  her  happioeM  tnighi  br 
^V  affected  by  Lord  Delnwre's  tli-^rtioii,  wan  c-uuj- 
f  plciely  removed  by  the  apparent   satisfactioD 

I  with  which  fihe  received   Mr.  Slnfliird's  attvn- 

I  tiooa.     lie  was  far  fnim  bring  Klliih  cimugh 

out  ta  rejoice  K  the  proepcct  of  her  making  a 
very  advantageous  marriage ;  yet  h«  could  not 
help  inU'malty  wondering  how  it  was  potisiblc 
tliat  nhc  could  be  pleased  with  an  admirer  like 
Mr.  StafTord,  so  soon  after  she  bad  returned 
the  decided  preference  of  such  a  young  man 
OS  Lord  Dclroore,  and  it  is  alntoKt  to  be  appre. 
bended  thai  he  felt  half.incUoed  to  despise  ber 
taste. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

In  ptf  fatigue*,  ihi)  motl  uiiduuiitcJ  chief, 

I'llimt  ofidlcntti  beyond  Iwhtf, 

Moil  cfakrimbly  leods  the  towu  lils  hcp, 

For  orakment  to  er'iy  public  plnce- 

As  mra  M  csids  lif  to  the  usserobly  comes. 

And  i*  llie  fumiiun  of  drawing-Toami ; 

Whon  Ombre  call*,  his  hand  and  h«art  an  trtt. 

And  joim'il  to  two,  he  fails  not — to  niake  three. 

NardMU  is  iba  glory  of  his  nee. 

For  who  do**  nothing  « iih  a  bciwt  gncc  ? 

Totrxc. 

Mb.  SrAiTuitD's  father  vm  on  IrUhinjin,  wbo 
hnd  [M-HAuI  tlitr  I'jrly  jiart  of  his  life  in  India, 
uhcix?  lie  had  niadt;  a  large  fortune  iu  a  vom- 
paralively  &hott  time.  He  returned  to  Kng- 
Und,  and  tlteu  it  wu  that  lie  discovered  he 
had  unluckily  ocquin-d  (he  art  of  spending 
l)i!>  ii>ont.-y  even  faster  than  he  had  gained  it. 
After  enjoying  a  few  years  of  tpleDdour  and 
luxury,  and  being  cofisidcred  one  of  the  rivhnt 
luibolu  in  Harlcy-slr«-ct,  Ik*  hwl  the  morlilica- 
tion  of  finJiDg  tliut  he  was  coiu}>lL-tvIy  ruined. 
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and  that  it  wouU  bi*  no  loiifrt-r  |)ouibIr  for  him 
to  krr[>  up  ap))eanincc&  to  the  world,  or  to 
inuntAin  ouch  an  eotnbliMhiiMnit  u  habtl  had 
rendered  necessary  to  his  corafort. 

Tbr  idtMi  of  retracing  hi«  *tvp%  to  the  East, 
and  Ktting  about  the  laborioua  tank  of  en- 
deavouring to  amac*  a  tccond  fortune,  was  by 
no  means  agreeable  to  him  ;  yet  be  felt  (hat  he 
oould  not  pxist  in  poverty,  and  no  other  method 
of  recruiting  his  cxhaU6(ed  finances  presented 
itself  lo  his  imagination.  He  therefore  pr»- 
pared  again  to  leave  his  native  land ;  and  he 
hopn)  that  when  he  arrived  in  India,  hiii  knon-- 
ledge  of  the  country,  and  the  ntuationn  he  had 
formerly  held  there,  would  enable  hint  to  pro- 
a«eutc  hi»  undertaking  with  great  advantage. 

He  was  not  di-ceivcd  in  this  expectation : 
everything  wcul  on  prosperously  with  him  ; 
and  he  had  not  been  a  very  great  while  re- 
established abroad,  when  he  had  the  gotxl  luck 
lo  insinuate  himself  inlu  the  favour  of  a  young 
lady,  whose  portion  bestowed  upon  him  jirewnt 
affluence,  and  whose  future  proapects  promiKctl 
bitn  ininien.te  wealth. 

>'6he  was  tlie  daughter  of  a  man  who  had 
amanrd  almost  countless  riches  during  a  very 
protracted  residence  in  India,  and  wlw,  though 
now  far  advanced  in  age  and  brvken  in  con- 
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irtituiion,  could  not  hear  the  thoughts  of  giving 
up  his  lucrative  employment*  for  ihv  uke  of 
ending  his  daya  in  etifie  and  tr«iu]ujllity  Jn  ■ 
cotmtry  from  which  he  hnd  been  so  long 
estranged,  that  he  was  awnro  U«  ithould,  if  he 
returned  to  it,  find  few  of  hiN  relaiioitii,  and 
Hlill  fewer  of  his  former  friends,  still  alive  to 
remember  him. 

His  daughter  had  been  sent  to  Enghuid  for 
her  education;  and  the  stepmother,  who  had 
replaced  her  own  parent  during  her  absence, 
rendered  her  father's  house  so  disagreeable  to 
Iter  when  »lie  came  back  to  India,  (hat  site 
was  extremely  l>appy  to  accept  Mr.  Stafford's 
hand. 

It  was  the  joint  interest  of  both  the  ladies  to 
persuade  the  old  gentlemun  that  a  warm  eli- 
niale  did  not  agree  with  Misi  Oram's  health ; 
nnd  it  was  comteiitiently  made  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  licr  marriage,  that  her  future  husband 
should  take  her  immediately  to  Europe. 

Her  father  gave  her  a  large  forlunc  upon 
her  wedding-day  ;  and,  to  the  disniuy  and  dis- 
appointment of  her  mother-in-law,  \k  declared 
tluit  he  had  tetllMl  une  half  of  his  wealth  upon 
her  nt  his  death,  while  iIk'  other  half  was  se- 
cured to  her  step-sister.    In  case  cither  of  these 


joui^  UdiM  should  die  without  children,  the 
whcile  of  the  ioheritaace  wa»  to  devolve  (o  the 

AUiul  ihn-r  years  after  Kin.  Stafford  left 
India,  thr  lo».t  of  her  father  put  her  into  the 
posse^^D  of  the  nioietjr  of  hi«  nches ;  uul  the 
following  spring  the  gare  birth  to  a  wn,— an 
event  which  afforded  gratt  satisfaction  to  Ikt 
bmbwid,  as  it  secured  hiii  retaining  her  fortune 
in  hia  family.  Her  niHter  liod  married  about 
the  iwnt:  time  as  herwlf,  and  »he  had  already 
heard  of  her  having  two  children. 

Mra.  Stafford  was  not  fated  lo  enjoy  her 
prosperity  very  long.  Her  health  had  alwayit 
been  extremely  delicalc,  and  after  her  confine- 
nent  it  iK-catte  ttill  more  so :  she  lingered  on 
for  aotne  months,  and  her  existence  was  ai 
leagth  terminated  by  n  rapid  decline. 

Her  htnbaad  had  never  been  much  attached 
to  her  during  her  Ufe,  yet  he  wa§  a  good  deal 
allocked  at  her  death,  and  considerably  vexed 
to  think  that,  insUmd  of  having  (tie  nwney  jilie 
IumI  Wi  at  hia  own  entire  dioposal,  he  would  in 
future  only  have  (he  numagement  of  it  us  iIh- 
guardion  of  his  son. 

This  precious  diild  (tlie  hen>  to  whom  we 
bavfi  already    been    introduced   at   Kstonville 
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C'aatle)  became  now  the  sole  object  of  his  aiFcc- 
tion  and  solicifude,  and  he  watched  over  his 
health  with  an  almost  prt^judidal  anxioty. 

During  the  period  of  his  first  dcvp  mourninR, 
he  took  htm  over  to  IreUiid,  to  an  estate  he  had 
purchased  near  the  place  of  hh  own  birth,  nnd 
upon  which  he  had  just  built  an  excellent 
houw.  There  Mr.  Stafford  remained  in  soli- 
tude  until  he  thouf{ht  it  no  loiif^cr  indecorous 
to  asaemblc  a  parly  of  friendK  around  him  ;  and 
there  he  returnwl  for  two  successive  summers. 

Late  in  the  autumn  that  followed  the  last  of 
these,  lie  took  «  sudden  resolution  of  going 
to  spend  the  winter  in  Italy-  His  »Qn,  in 
spite  of  all  his  care  and  watching,  grew  more 
and  more  sickly :  and  he  determined  lo  try  if 
a  viarmM-  climaie  might  not  prove  beneficial  to 
him.  The  ex{)eriment  suecct^ed  m<>«t  hapjiily, 
— the  boy's  con»ttIutkin  »eenie<l  immediately 
strengthened  by  ihegenialair  of  the  South:  and, 
BS  it  suited  him  so  well,  his  father  kept  him 
abroad  till  he  was  <>ld  iiiuugh  to  l>e  sent  to  a 
public  school.  Mr.  StaHbrd  then  e«lubli!>l»c(l 
himself  in  Ixtndon;  but  his  friends  remarked 
that  he  had  becotne  an  altered  roan  einee  the 
death  of  his  wife :  "  they  bad  ti<«  mipposed," 
they  snUI,  "  that  he  would  have  taken  her  Iwt 
to  much  to  heart.*'     He  appeared  to  have  Io«t 
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all  pleasure  in  aocicty,  Bod  yvt  to  be  unable  to 
nist  without  it.  He  oftro  logkcd  meUnchuIy 
and  Kbatnctcd ;  «i<l  cvcd  to  hi^  soo,  the  idol 
of  alt  hit  hopt»  nnd  ttfivdionit,  his  maniu-r  wb* 
ij¥()ueutly  hariih  and  un^adous. 

Just  before  young  Stafford  came  of  age^  his 
father  made  a  journey  to  Ireland  upon  business : 
hv  had  not  been  there  since  his  residence  upon 
tb«  ConliiMnt,  and  he  intended  that  bie  prrK-nt 
vitit  to  hia  estate  should  be  a  very  short  oar. 
He  caught  a  violent  cold,  however,  by  sleeping 
in  a  bouse  which  had  been  so  many  years  un- 
inhabited :  he  neglected  at  flr»t  to  call  in  me> 
dical  advice,  and  when  at  length  he  found 
bimicLf  obliged  to  do  so,  it  came  too  late  to  be 
uf  any  avail. 

The  tnomeDt  he  was  aware  of  his  danger,  Ih- 
expreaaed  tlve  greatest  onxtvly  to  mw  his  son: 
■n  imtaediate  aummons  wan  deH|)ii(chc^  to  young 
Mr.  Stafford,  but  although  he  travelled  with 
the  most  desperate  expedition,  his  father  had 
expired  before  he  arrived  in  Ireland. 

Thus  ^re  he  had  attained  his  majority,  Mr. 
Stafford  was  left  entirely  his  own  muter.  He 
bad  b«eit  brought  up  in  luxury,  and  he  soon 
plungetl  into  every  sort  of  extravagance.  Hi» 
early  recuUectioHB  led  liim  to  find  interest  and 
amuseoient  in  i«vi«iing  ns  a  man  those  foreign 
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oountries  where  he  had  spent  w  aiany  years  as 
a  child,  and  he  frcqupntly  liogcred  away  month 
after  BODlh  upon  the  Conlinviit.  MoKt  of  hi» 
Mmm!*  and  itniiiuitt:  cx>in[>«niuiu  ut  Wcxtmin- 
rter  had  been  boys  of  runk,  or  of  greater  con- 
nexiiMU  than  himself ;  and  hi»  acquaintance  with 
tbe«e,  together  with  the  reptitatiuii  of  hia  im- 
mcDse  wealth,  gaioed  him  admission  as  one  of 
a  set  of  fine  young  tn«n,  by  whom  he  was  ctH 
yoM  when  he  wok  prevent,  laughed  at  when 
his  back  was  turned,  and  considered  as  u  fair 
pny  at  all  timef- 

He  was  generally  reckoned  very  handsome, 
and  his  feature*  were  certainly  n-m.-irUnbly  mi  : 
but  their  expression  was  nlways  unpleasant,  ami 
upon  any  angry  excitement  singularly  bed.  His 
personal  ranity  was  excessive ;  and,  indwd,  va- 
nity of  every  description  was  one  of  the  leading 
points  of  his  charncter.  Hi*  tatiteit  were  frivi»- 
loua  but  rahereiif  and  hts  manners  were  ra- 
ther effeminate;  yet  this  circumstance  arose  pet^ 
haps  more  from  the  original  delicacy  nf  his 
constitution  than  from  his  natural  disposition. 

Ae  the  idea  of  residing  in  so  barbnrou*  a 
country  aa  Ireland  was  by  no  means  con{»eniid 
to  the  fancy  of  a  person  of  his  n,*fiiH-uient,  Ik> 
wJtl  all  his  pmperty  thitv,  and  purchased  an 
estate  At  an  easy  diktance  from  London,  upon 
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wliich  there  wm  a  ou^niflDeDt  houK.  At  ilit* 
place  he  kept  a  princely  esfablikhmeni ;  (m- 
■Ifto  rvlMftnl  hJH  father's  handioni«  ahnde  tn 
town,  and  t>e  rented  a  shooting-box  in  thr 
Highlands  ;  but  as  be  was  do  great  eportsman 
Umsdf,  ihc  last  appendage  wa»  ini4^'mlr<l  Ims  for 
Ma  own  aniUM'fflent  tlion  for  (hut  of  the  friend* 
whu  mete  kind  eiwiugl)  to  go  down  and  viott 
hitu  when  be  was  io  the  North. 

Like  mSDjr  other  i>copIe,  Mr.  Stafford  nt 
lengtli  grew  tinrd  of  the  wandering,  unM<ttl«l 
•ort  of  lift'  he  had  been  leading ;  and  he  be- 
gan tu  entertain  serious  thoughts  of  mairytng. 
While  he  was  considering  whom  he  could  select 
an  a  wife,  he  happened  to  heeotnc  acquainted 
wiib  Lady  Caroline  Monimor.  She  was  «(• 
actly  the  kind  of  person  at  once  to  suit  his 
taste  and  to  gratify  his  ambitious  views.  He 
was  captivated  by  her  beauty — duJEiik-d  by  htr 
rank  ;  he  saw  bow  much  she  was  admired  and 
aoo^l  afu-r  in  lite  world ;  lie  fancied  how 
bandsumc  and  dignified  she  would  look  at  the 
head  of  his  tabic,  sparkling  with  the  jewels  he 
should  present  to  her;  be  ima^^ned  that  some 
porltoii  of  her  distinction  would  bt!  rellectnl 
upon  her  husband  ;  and  he  became  one  of  the 
most  devoted  aspirants  for  her  favour. 

It  amused  Lady  Caroline  to  give  him  at  tint 
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K>  niuch  encouragement,  that  he  soon  Ml  per- 
fectly convinced  she  would  be  very  willing  to 
accept  his  linnd  whenever  he  tntnle  up  his 
mind  to  proffer  it.  The  trial  came.  In  an 
unguarded  moment  he  poured  forlh  >  dedanu 
tion  of  hiB  attachment ;  hut,  contrary  to  liifl  ex- 
[H-ctaltnn,  her  ladyship  received  it  with  affected 
surprise. 

Willi  many  cxprcsitionx  of  concern,  she  gave 
so  decided  a  negative  to  his  hope§,  that  he  felt 
they  were  annihilated  for  ever.  His  countenance 
betrayed  i)k-  violence  of  hi*  disappointment  and 
anger;  and  as  she  dreaded  some  outbreak  of 
resentment,  she  condescended  to  endeavour  to 
soothe  the  bitterness  of  his  mortifiealion. 

Her  elo({uence  was  as  artful  as  it  was  per- 
)>uasive.  She  assured  him,  "  the  regard  she  en- 
tertained for  him  was  so  Mnci-rc,  that  »lu-tru<iied 
they  might  always  i:<in(inue  goo<l  friends;  that 
it  would  be  ridiculous  to  quarrel,  or  to  avoid 
one  another,  in  consequence  of  what  hod  just 
irnnsfiircd  ;  and  that  the  wisest,  as  well  as  (to 
Iter)  the  most  agrn-ahlc  plim  they  oould  pur- 
sue, would  be  to  forget  the  conrersatiofi  of  the 
prewnt  Iiour,  and  to  consider  themselves  as 
replaced  in  future  upon  the  same  cordial  and 
amicable  footing  as  fonncrly." 

Mr.  Stafford  was  at  least  calmed  and  appeased, 
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if  not  mtiafied,  bj  tbu  rcuooiog.  He  icill 
frll  tlint  hr  ImkI  Ix^n  extremely  ill  uaed,aad 
bis  vanitv  ouuUl  ill  brook  the  mortificmtioo  it 
li»J  recaved.  A  little  ofter-rcflection  coo- 
«tDC»l  him,  however,  of  the  folly  of  rxpcwiiig  lu 
others  how  deeply  his  fecUo^  had  been  wouwl- 
ed;  Rod  he  perceived  that,  if  he  profited  by 
Lady  CaroliDc's  hint  and  continued  to  be  seen 
amoag  her  train  of  admirer*,  nobody  need  di*. 
cover  tbatbe  bad  actually  proposed  to  her,— or. 
what  was  much  worse,  that  she  had  rejected  him. 

It  coit  him  a  great  effbrf  to  conquer  bis 
pride  and  to  sub<)iie  his  rebellious  spirit, — but 
be  sueoceded  in  gaining  the  niaUery  over  botli : 
and  no  one  occti  have  suspected  from  his  be- 
haviour that  any  peculiar  explanation  had  taken 
place  between  hiw  and  Lady  Caroline  Mor- 
timer. He  dined  at  her  father's  as  often  as 
usual ;  bti  was  as  constant  an  attendant  as  ever 
In  her  mother's  Opera-bgx,  and  be  wat  seen  by 
her  side  upon  all  public  occasions  quite  a«  fre- 
quently as  be  bad  formerly  bocn. 

In  the  course  of  the  following  winter  be  took 
c«ie  to  moke  it  known  to  his  friends,  that  he 
was  going  to  spend  a  week  at  Eiitonville  Castle; 
itiat  it  was  rather  inconvenient  to  him  to  do  so 
just  at  that  time,  but  ihnt  Lord  and  Lady 
£*tonville  had  pressed  him  so  often  to  visit 
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tbnin  in  the  couotry,  that  he  found  it  impossible 
to  decline  u  point-blaDk  invitation  hv  had  re^ 
ceived  from  lliem. 

'J'lie  evening  aflcr  Mr.  Stafibrd's  arrival  at 
£stonvi)le,  Lady  Caroline  udk«d  with  f(nat 
enthudasni  of  her  charming  frieod  Mifs  Mor- 
daunt-  She  did  not  mention  her  in  her  con- 
versation with  him,  or  say  that  she  was  eipected 
to  join  their  party  the  next  day ;  hut  be  heard 
her  tpeali  of  her  to  other>,  am)  he  felt  a  cii- 
rionty  to  tee  her.  He  knew  Captain  Mordaunt, 
without  being  the  leail  acijuainted  with  any  of 
his  family ;  and  it  did  not  at  the  moment  <>ccur 
to  him  that  tl>e  young  lady  in  question  was 
likely  to  be  a  »i»tcT  of  his. 

When  he  was  ariuidly  intro<)uced  to  Au- 
{^hta,  he  found  her  much  more  beautiful  than 
he  had  expected; — he  was  prepared  to  (binkbcr 
deli);htful; — aitd  In-toon  Iwlievvd  htm*clf  de»- 
pentdy  in  low  with  Iter. 

Her  birth  wa*  not  quite  so  illustrious  as  he 
could  have  wihtied,  but  she  was  band^somc  enough 
tM  be  an  ornament  to  any  station ;  abe  possessed 
ra«hio«,  accomplishments,  nnd  ibe  advantagv  of 
being  very  highly  approved  by  Huch  im  excellent 
jitdge  of  all  that  was  comtae  it  J'aut  as  Lady 
Caroline  Morltmer ; — to  short,  he  oonttdered 
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h(T  in  •my  nifirct  wortfcv  of  the  4BKSmftUmi 
nooant  of  bwow^p  If  n^  Stubra. 

That  AugmU  would  be  loo  hipftf  to  ghv  a 
fiiTourable  noepCioD  to  the  tattenrng  prapu^ 
tun  bs  Imm  OTtflnBuKo  In  SMfce  to  hv,  be  oia 
WM  rBtcrtua  a  doubt :  lad  be  «b«  iapatirm 
IB  open  Us  nind  w  ber  n  ipeniBv  a*  fK»- 
Alr,  Ibat  be  nigbl  be  able  to  wttk  al  tte 
preliatiBariei  of  hU  prejarted  ttaida  vitb  htf 
parata  and  henelf  btCm  be  iiiiwil  m 
Lioadaii. 

With  thi»  purfxNe.  be  fiud  aa  earijr  pefiod 
dor  bta  profcwed  nk  to  MondiaBl ;  aod  when 
be  arrived  Hurf,  \m  taanav  waa  anHDid  hj 
ibe  tmftttatmuMt  at  a  peno*  who  ia  dojnaa 
to  mdrr  hupadf  igweable  Id  evtfj  Maabcr  uf 
tbe  bmily  be  U  come  to  «e,  far  the  «aLe^ 
appeung  pwuUariy  plni^  i"  <be  ejca  of 
■one  «w  «f  ibrai  In  paitfeiilar. 

Mr.  and  Mn.  MurdauDt  reeeiTed  Um  vtth 
marked  kindnew ;  Chariet  wdeoaMd  Urn  «fch 
frank  m-ilitr, — but  be  (aodcd  that  Angoata 
kxdted  rather  Ay  upon  hia. 

Mn.  and  Uim  Carewell,  aad  tva  or  tinae 
(ilfaar  gocata,  werp  itajing  in  the  booae;  and 
in  lb*  eming,  wltra  Mr.  Staiord  vaa  de«roM 
to  def Dte  himacU'  exduaivelj  to  MIm  Motdauat, 
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h«  was  much  provoked  by  Misi  CarerellV 
drawiag  her  chair  dose  to  tbcni,  will)  the  evi- 
dent dt-trfininAtiun  of  fixing  bcr«cir  upon  hitui 
to  begin  on  interniiniiblv  M-iitimcntal  conv*,i>a- 
tton  about  their  charming  mutual  frie»d,  deau* 
Lady  Caroline  Morlimer. 

Site  told  him,  '  that  altboun^h  sht  had  not 
had  the  plnuun-  of  bt-)ngpn'viou<.ly  acquaint- 
ed with  him,  the  nhouKl  make  no  apology  for 
venturing  to  addrcM  him  upon  a  subject  so  in- 
teresting to  them  both.'  She  descanted  at  great 
length  upon  Lady  Caroline's  perfections — upon 
hgr  own  d«<rotrd  attachment  for  her :  insi. 
nuated  pretty  plainly  that  nlie  was  well  aware 
of  the  tender  nature  of  hit  setiiimenl*  towards 
Iter  fascbaling  Mend ;  and  assured  him  that 
nobody  cx>uld  enter  more  truly  into  his  feelings, 
or  know  liow  to  compassionate  him  more  sin- 
cerely, tlian  herM-lf. 

Mr.  StaAbrd  was  more  vexed  and  annoyed 
by  this  ill-timod  aitd  impertinent  attack  than 
he  dared  to  express  :  and  he  cndenvoiired  to 
silence  his  toniHtitor,  by  admitting  that  be 
thought  Lady  Can>line  Mortimer  a  mott  de- 
lightful person,  as  be  believed  everybody  else 
did;  but  he  positively  disclaimitl  ever  having 
entertained  any  warmer  feelings  townrils  her 
ladyship  than  lltosc  of  esteem. 
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**  Oh,"  sdd  Miss  Carewrll,  with  on  incre- 
dulous sliake  or  licr  i*e«dy  "  all  ((eiitUimco  deny 
tbcw  sort  of  tilings ;  but  w«  know  IkKct  t1»n 
to  be  deceived  by  their  luwenioiui  uf  itulif- 
fereoce.  do  we  not,  dear  Mi»>  Mordauat  ?  I 
happen  to  be  admitted  more  derply  into  Lady 
{^^ruliite'tt  secrvlR  Ihun  you  ])i-r)iapfl  Jmitfjin*." 

The  np]>c«l  to  AugiiHtu  |irnvuk<t)  her  ad- 
mirer almost  beyond  endurance ;  aod  whit 
exasperated  him  still  mora  keenly  than  any- 
thing MiuCarcwel)  could  s«y,  was  oliscrving 
th«t  ber  companion  wu  eridcnlly  much  amused 
by  the  tarn  the  oonveraatJon  had  taken,  and 
that  slie  appenrnl  rxiremcty  obhged  to  her 
guest  for  having  intruded  hiT  cumjiany  upon 
tbcm  and  broken  off  their  tiu-a-iite. 

Mr.  Staflbrd's  countenance  darkened;  the 
cloud  which  had  been  gatherinjf  upon  his  brow 
contracted  it  to  a  most  ominous  scowl ;  he  hit 
his  lip  with  ill-suppressed  rage,  and  muttering 
somcthiug  between  liis  teeth  about  the  insuf« 
ferablc  impertinence  of  romantic,  ignorimt, 
would-be  fine  ladies,  he  turned  hie  back  com- 
pletely u|Kni  Miu  Uarewell,  and  asked  Augusta 
If  she  would  not  have  the  kindness  to  play  one 
of  her  hrilliaDt  lessons  upon  llic  pianoforte  ? 

*'  1  do  not  uiulcrytBiid  ihix,"  thought  the 
forsaken  damsel  to  herself.     "  If  Mr.  Stafford's 
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nuitner*  are  *lwaja  ■>  ungracious  and  as  bear- 
i«b  M  they  have  been  lo  me  lo-oight,  1  nitut 
cmtfc*  ibat  br  IB  a  nHMt  unprqio6ic»ing  {>cr- 
fioo;  and  I  cannot  woodrr  tfant  Lddy  Cart^mi 
should  often  imi  him  as  cavalierly  ««  she  i» 
reported  lu  da,  riill  kw  that  >he  almuld  h«v« 
dedioed  having  anything  to  My  ti>  him  aa  a 
husband.  I  suopect  that  Miss  Mordaunt  Unol 
much  morv  liucinaled  with  him  than  her  fricttd  : 
«bc  due*  not  appear  aa  if  >hf  c(Ki»)d«T(.-d  liim 
particuUrlr  agreeablr.  But  her«  comea  Cap- 
tain MordaunI, — he  is  a  joung  man  uf  a  very 
different  stamp." 

And,  as  the  captain  adranced  towards  her, 
MtH  Carcwcll  put  on  what  she  believed  to  ha 
one  of  bcr  nuMt  brwitclung  smil** ;  for  tbe  bad 
Ukrn  it  inlii  hi-r  head  thai  il  uould  be  a  very 
fea»ib1e  and  delightful  plan  to  luokr  a  cunt^uat 
«f  the  bandsume  heir  of  klordaunt. 

Charle*  had  at  onc«  Mcn  through  bet  de- 
signs;  titry  diverted  him  extremely,  and  Im.- 
thought  it  nuuld  be  very  fair  to  aniUM:  hliUKlf 
by  affceting  lo  feel  tbe  admiration  with  whk-li 
site  intraditl  to  inspire  him.  Ue  had  rccdTnl 
a  bint,  too,  froiu  hi*  mother.  "  that  it  would  be 
vwty  vxpsdicnt  for  him  tu  occupy  the  silly 
crcaiun'a  attention,  since  she  wa*  far  too  vaiu 
and  stupid  to  percvivc  m  understand  wliat  wai> 
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goin^  forward  iKtween  his  sister  and  Mr  Staf> 
ford  i  that  slio  was  consequently  alwajra  pultinf; 
herM-lf  in  tUtir  way,  ami  thul  s(k*  positively 
would  not  allow  tlie  tatter  to  Mpcalc  to  Au- 
gusta." 

Il  ia  unnrcewary  to  detail  the  particular*  of 
the  fltrtniioti  wliich  liicA  pl«<'o  bt-lwoen  Charlet 
and  Miu  Carewell  during  the  roM  uf  the  even> 
ing ;  it  it  owugh  to  My  that  the  captain  played 
hu  part  M>  admirably,  that  hia  attentions  very 
soon  obliterated  all  reciollecli<H)  of  tht-  kli^bl 
■be  had  received  from  Mr.  Stafford,  from  the 
young  lady's  sensitive  mind.  She  lay  awake 
tor  two  whole  hours  that  night,  composing  the 
skcteli  of  the  letter  she  bat!  no  doiibl  il  wotilil 
Kpvrdily  be  her  plotaliig  task  to  write  to  I^y 
Caroline  Mortimer,  to  announce  to  her  the 
happy  Kod  interesting  intelligence  of  her  ap< 
preaching  union  with  Cnplain  Mordaunt ;  and 
wben  she  at  last  fell  asleep,  she  dreamed  of 
noUiing  but  choosing  of  jewels  and  ornamcnti!, 
■imI  twiceting  a  magniltccul  wedding  Imiitirtm. 

The  more  Mr.  Stafford  mw  nf  Augtmta,  the 
leM  did  he  feel  hiintwlf  at  ease  with  ber  Her 
manner  towards  him  had  bectime  at  all  tiniM 
merved,  and  it  wan  of^en  ttigbty  and  imp(.Tti> 
neat :  this  he  attributed  to  the  evil  cnmmuni- 
catiun  of  Lady  Caroline  Mortimer^s  example ; 
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and,  vritl)  oU  hi*  admirntion  fur  tier  lady&ltip,  he 
cuuld  not  help  thtnkinj;  lliat  Miw  hluniauot 
would  have  bci;ii  mticli  more  unsiTected  and 
agreeable  if  i>he  had  nut  latterly  t>pent  so  many 
of  ber  days  in  her  iwciety.  In  spite  of  hia 
vanity,  he  began  to  be  afraid  that  he  bad  iwt 
been  forttinate  enough  to  please  Augusta ;  Anil 
perhaps  he  was  not  di-ficient  in  itiat  natural 
sort  of  tact  which  whi)i)><.'rs  to  nto«t  people  in 
■iiiiilar  drcumstances  that  they  are  disliked 
by  the  objects  of  their  affection. 

This  unwelcome  consciousness  waa  far  froni 
diminishing  his  anxiety  to  marry  Iwr ;  but  it 
iiwluced  him  to  defer  bi«  intended  proposal, 
and  to  purtue  a  different  plan  from  lite  one  he 
hod  chalked  out  for  himself  before  fae  reached 
MordaunL 

Lady  Caroline's  rejection  had  taught  him  to 
be  cautious ;  he  also  reflected  tliat  there  wa«  « 
wide  dissimilarity  between  her  »ituutioii  and 
Miss  Mordaunt's.  IMstinguibhcd  as  the  former 
was  by  birth  and  chamclcr,  had  she  accepted 
him,  he  must  have  oonMdcTcil  that  tAe  was  the 
pwty  by  whom  the  obligation  was  conferred ; 
and  when  jdie  declined  be>tuwiog  upon  him 
lier  baud,  be  knew  that  hii  morliGcatton  was 
not  a  singular  one — that  he  bad  only  sliorcd 
the  fate   of  a   numerous   crowd  of  olhvr  ad- 
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tnirerB.  But  when  he  fell  in  lore  with  the 
latter,  and  bccnmv  desirous  of  uniting  Ms 
deetioy  witli  hers,  lie  ibaught  that  he  waa 
Itmnf^  to  pay  her  a  rerj  high  compliment,  and 
if  the  received  it  grocioualy,  that  he  would 
itill  be  the  person  by  whom  the  favour  wia 
bestowed. 

His  pride  nirolted  at  Ibc  idea  of  a  »econcI 
rvfuMiI,  and  hi^  dderminetl  not  tii  nihjeet  liim- 
•clf  to  meet  with  such  an  humiliation  from 
Augusta  by  haicanling  a  premature  declaration 
of  his  sentimentH.  He  fancied  she  was  at  pre- 
sent a  little  itte  taontft ;  and  as  there  seemed  tm 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  any  rivalti  at 
Mordaunt,  he  believed  lie  might  very  safely 
Irare  her  tlicre  to  her  own  meditations.  He 
strongly  suspected  tliat,  before  tie  met  her  again 
in  LoDdoD,  she  would  be  come  round  to  a  much 
more  natural  and  propitious  frame  of  mind. 
Vet  all  this  reasoning  did  not  prevent  his  feel- 
ing excessively  provoked  by  the  evident  in- 
diflereoce  with  which  she  regarded  his  de- 
parture. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  conjectured  what  was  pas^ng 
ID  31r.  Stafford's  llioughts,  and  site  was  much 
ineliocd  to  remonstrate  with  Iter  daughter  u)>on 
the  fully  of  her  bi-hnviaiir;  but  as  she  per- 
ceived that  her  guest  wea  merely  discouraged 
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and  iiot  oflended  by  it,  the  was  nfraid  thxt  aay 
injudictouB  interference  u[Km  her  part  iiiigln  be 
more  likely  to  mar  than  lu  Kerve  tlit;  cause  the 
wished  to  promote.  She  therefore  resolved  to 
leave  things  to  take  their  own  course  until  the 
following  spring;  and  if  she  found  Augusta 
ronlinued  to  repulse  or  lo  pretend  to  misunder* 
stand  Mr.  SlafTord's  attentions,  fhe  di-em«-d 
that  it  would  then  become  lu^  duty  to  ud- 
nionith  her  very  seriously  not  (o  throw  away 
tlie  ehnnce  of  obtaining  bo  advantageous  an 
establifihnient. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  had  another  motive,  too,  for 
delaying  lier  advice.  She  knew  it  was  most 
probable  that  they  would  see  Ivord  l>e)more  in 
town  ;  and  she  was  sure  that,  if  he  persevered 
in  avoiding  (hem,  one  half-hour*s  neglect  from 
him  would  make  a  far  slrongtr  im|>re«Kion  in 
his  rivM'x  favour  upon  Angii»tu'it  mind,  than 
she  could  ever  hope  tn  effect  by  all  her  elo- 
quence. Should  his  lortlship,  on  (he  contrary, 
unexpectedly  return  to  hts  allegiance,  no  twrm 
would  be  done  ;  her  daughter  wa«  entirely 
unfettered  by  any  cmgagcnirnt  to  either  of  her 
admirers,  and  in  that  case  ahe  would  still  feel 
quite  at  hberty  to  give  the  preference  (o  the 

ODc  who  had  always  pos»essc<l  her  affections, 
b 
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Sajr,  it  dwn  toy  poiM  so  nin 

A*  tlM  o/oVrtog  ui  advioe  r  I  ■ 

To  bid  jxiut  fmnd  hia  tmn  Bend,  ,^ 

I»  almoal  ccruin  \o  otTcnd.  . 

Mum  Mt>«i>At  kt  luid  upon  oU  fumivr  uoni- 
l^fM  lookeil  forward  to  hrr  brutlwr  Ktlminl'l 
lMation>  with  the  f^realeAt  impatience,  bul  film 
now  experienced  a  sort  of  undctined  dread 
at  (be  prospect  of  hia  refum.  Perhape  ber 
oonidtnoc  nhii^Mnivd  that  hv  would  not  exactly 
approve  of  h«r  cundiivl  during  his  absence, 
or  be  greatly  diapused  to  admin;  some  of  the 
seatinients  she  had  adopted  duce  they  last 
parted. 

Wtu-n  he  arrived,  however,  she  felt  so  very 
happy  to  acv  him,  tlut  the  soon  forgot  all  her 
ayoufofortable  misgivings,  and  thought  of  oo- 
thing  but  Ibe  pleasure  of  having  bim  with  hvr 
in. 
,Thc  morning  after  he  reached  home,  Edward 
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wked  his  uster  if  sh«  b«d  eevn  much  of  the 
Miss  Slatiloys  Utely  ?  She  cotouretl,  and 
looked  rather  cnnfused,  as  she  replied, 

"  No,  not  a  great  deal.  We  were  at  Erton- 
ville  for  more  thaii  a  fortnight,  yon  know ;  then, 
after  we  came  back,  wc  had  Mrs.  and  Mi» 
CarcwvU,  Mr.  Stafl'ord,  and  some  other  people 
stAying  here,  who  would  not  have  been  at  all 
in  the  Stanleys'  wiiy.  And  the  days  arc  Dow 
grown  so  sltort  and  (liMtgrn-ablc,  that  n  walk 
to  the  Rectory  and  back  again  is  quite  an 
arduous  undertaking." 

Kdward  gazed  steadfastly  in  Augusta's  face, 
as  he  (^tfcrved  in  a  tone  of  reproach, — 

"  To  sum  tip  all  these  frivolous  excuses  in 
one  unwelcome  truth.  Miss  Mordaunt  is  grova 
a  conceited  line  lady,  and  is  tired  of  her  anii> 
able  neighbours.  Augusta  I  Augusta '.  I  hatl 
heard  something  of  thit  from  Charles;  but  I 
woold  nut  believe  it  until  it  was  oonfinned  to 
me  by  your  own  mouth." 

Kdward  had  never  spoken  to  his  sister  in 
this  way  before,  and  his  displeasure  cut  her  to 
the  heart  because  she  was  aware  that  she  de- 
aerred  h.  She  burst  into  tears,  and  several 
moments  cUp^xI  before  she  made  iiim  any 
answer  ;  at  length  she  said, 

*'  Dear   Edward,    there   is  nothing  in   the 
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td  ihat  wouUl  make  mv  to  mlM-rable  as  to 
forfeit  your  good  opioion :  if  I  imvc  ulrendy 
done  M>t  onlv  tell  tne  how  I  can  rrgajn  il,  and 
1  will  promise  to  be  guided  implicitly  by  your 
direction,  I  own  that  I  was  rery  ungractoiM 
Bod  impertinent  to  Cluirles,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
team  that  hr  wa«  htirl  by  my  bdiaviour ;  but 
he  provoked  rar  upon  a  very  trndiT  point,  and 
I  thought  at  the  time  that  I  had  a  right  to  cut 
ibori  bis  interference  in  my  affair*.  Had  you 
then  remonstrated  with  tne,  I  heliere  I  should 
have  taken  your  advice  very  diffcnvnlly." 

Edward  was  much  toucbetl  by  the  strong 
proof  of  affection  be  had  just  received  from 
AuguMa. 

"  I  did  not  mviai  to  dtttrem  you,  my  dearest 
lister,"  he  rL-pliit),  as  he  took  her  hand  very 
lundly,  "or  to  persecute  you  with  my  advice. 
I  can  truly  assure  you,  (hat  all  I  can  erer 
wish  is  to  see  you  condnue  like  your  own  na> 
tural  delightful  self,  instead  of  endeavouring 
to  imitate  anybody  else,  however  brilliant  or 
charming  your  pitttem  may  be  odHMdcrcil." 

A  long  and  siatibfaetory  explanation  foUowed 
this  opening.  Edward  allowed  Lady  Caroline 
Mortimer  tbe  merit  of  being  singularly  clever 
ud  agreeable,  but  he  sliook  his  head  incrcdu- 
lomly  at    hearing  her  termed  a  friend  whose 
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judgment    and    couiuel    might   be  Mfely  ap- 
pealed to. 

AugOBta,   whik   she   wonnl;  defended    ber 
ladyship,  wu  not  unwilling  to  admit  ihxt  »hc 
■dght  have  her  TmiIIs  like  other  people;   yet 
she  expatiated  upon  the  Batttrriug  prefereooe 
she  had  manifested  for  her  from  the  fint  mo- 
tncDt  of  their  meetiog.      She  confessed   that 
Lady  CaitJiiu;  liad   reoomtnciided  her  not  to 
form  anj  inlituacy  with  the  Stanlcf  family,  and 
repi-vted  a  great  part  of  the  convcrsalinn  ih«y 
likd  had  upon  that  lubject — nut  omitting  the 
hint  about  their  tnelhodifttical  propeosidea :  ahe 
did  not  mention,  howerer,  that  Lord  Uelraore's 
name  had  been  brought  forward,  or  that  it  iraa 
that   circumstance  which  had   principally  de- 
cided  her  to  avoid  the  sodely  of  persons  nhe 
really  felt  ao  much  inclined  to  like  and  esteem. 
Kdward   wid   he  »»   far   fmin   *u».pectiug 
Lady  Caroline  of  inienliotudly  ax|>ening  their 
neighbours,  but  that  he  waa  convinced  the  was 
deceived  in  auppo&ing  they  were  not  orlltodos 
in  their  religious  principles ;   and  to  ])rove  to 
him  that   he  had  succeeded   in   n-moving  her 
own   prejudice  against   tlicu,   he   proposed  to 
his  fistcr  to  fix  some  early  day  to  go  with  him 
to  call  at  (he  Rectory. 

Augusta  could  not  possibly  refuse  this  ro- 
queal. 
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'  And  now,"  continued  Edward,  '<  jmii  must 
give  mc  a  description  of  your  new  friend  Mr, 
Btafford :  I  imagine  that  Lady  Caroline  ap- 
plOTCk  of  nm." 

"  No^y««  —  thiit  is  to  say,  I  believe  he  ia 
ooe  of  her  rejected  udmin-nt;  but  «hv  thinlca 
him  agreeable  as  an  occjuaintanee,  and  k>  do  I. 
He  is  not  at  all  a  sort  of  peraon  you  would 
lilte." 

**  1  canoDt  be  surL- of  that,~  rejoined  Eklwartl, 
"  until  1  have  *een  hint.  I  tec\  very  much  dti- 
poscd  to  be  pleased  with  him,  for  1  hear  that 
he  displayed  remarkably  good  taste  when  Iw 
w«s  to  this  part  of  the  country." 

"  Oh,  stop,  Edward  f  rxclAimed  Auj^stn  ; 
"speak  nn  more  nbciut  Mr.  Stafliird's  fancies. 
1  eaaiUK  pretend  that  I  do  not  uDderstamI  you. 
It  was  a  suspicion — ■  fear — of  thai  to  which 
you  have  just  alluded,  which  made  inv  foci  un- 
comfortable in  his  presence  wh<-n  he  was  ttere. 
and  which  will  induce  me  to  endeavour  to  avoid 
him  in  future.  I  hale  to  talk  of  him  even  to 
you,  except  si  an  indifferent  acquaintance." 

**  1  mm  quite  satisfied,**  said  Edward,  "and 
I  shall  henceforward  consider  the  subject  which 
rliniliiMfn  you  as  a  fartiidden  one.** 

Charles  at  that  iimtaui  r«0>e  into  the  room, 
and    his    brother    seized    tha   opportunity   of 
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■OMOthing  away  fornirr  ofTrnoca,  and  of  re- 
staring  perfect  cordiality  between  hin  and 
Auffusla. 

Miss  Kfordaunt  made  no  hcsilation  in  ful- 
filling her  engu^ment  with  >:dward,  by  accom- 
panying him  in  a  visit  to  tb«ir  ncighboun  at 
Mortlaunt 

They  found  them  all  at  home ;  but  they  could 
not  helji  Iteing  strtick  by  the  alteration  that 
was  viiJlile  in  the  manner  of  the  young  ladips 
towarxU  Augusta,  —  even  Laura  received  her 
rather  coldly;  and  when  she  attempted  to  t»y 
couKthing  dvil  ai>d  friendly  about  thdr  having 
been  bad  oeigbbours  lately,  and  cxpre«»ed  a 
hope  that  they  should  mert  more  frei|uently 
in  future,  Laura  merely  replied,  *'  that  it  would 
always  give  Iict  pli^iwure  to  see  her." 

Augusta  did  not  reflect  that  she  had  given 
the  Miss  Sunleys  good  reason  to  feci  hurt  by 
ber  |>a«t  conduct ;  she  looked  upon  her  pmcnt 
conciliatory  overtures  as  extremely  kind  and 
flattering,  and  she  was  nettled  and  oflVndnl  by 
perceiving  that  they  did  not  take  tht-m  a*  gra- 
ctuu.ily  ns  nhc  expected  they  would  have  done. 
She  became  secretly  confirmed  in  her  original 
idea  that  Lady  Caroline  had  been  in  the  right 
after  all,    and    that    the   judgment   she    had 
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formcil  of  thvte  young  Udies  was  a  far  juster 
one  cluin  her  Ijrtttlwr'*. 

Kdward  had  more  thim  f>De  cau»e  for  fedlng 
grieved  at  the  coolness  which  had  arisea  be- 
tween AugusU  and  the  Misa  Stanleys.  A  little 
observation  enabled  bim  to  discover  that  it  waa 
T«rj  true  tlut  his  mother  had  no  wi^  lu  pro- 
mote  a  greater  cunlialiiy  with  the  rvctor'n 
(uoJly  than  proper  tivility  retiuired  ;  and 
though  he  strove  to  make  aineiidii  for  hit 
sister's  neglect  and  Iklrs.  Mordaunt's  frigidity 
by  calling  very  frequently  himself  upon  Dr. 
Stanley  and  stwwing  hira  every  nllciition  in 
hi»  power,  hi*  eiToru  to  renew  a  warmer  in- 
timacy lietween  the  two  houses  proved  very 
unsuccessful  The  doctor  always  greeted  him 
with  much  kindncxts  and  seemed  pleased  and 
gratified  to  see  him  ;  but  tlic  young  ladiea  very 
luJdom  made  their  ap[K-arance  when  he  wtu 
utting  with  iheir  fath«ri  and  their  own  viMi« 
of  ceremony  at  Mordaunt  Park  were  '  thort  and 
far  between.* 

The  truth  wa*,  ftfler  Augusta  returned  from 
Eatonville,  Miss  Stanley  had  remarked  that  she 
waa  no  longer  desirous  to  seek  Laura's  or  her  so- 
ciety. She  attributed  this  change,  in  the  first  in* 
stancr,  to  Mrs,  Murdaunl'c  cxcIueitc  chamcler ; 
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Jiffctence  a  perton  for  whcHn  the  ItoJ  hilhcrlo 

irit  a  cnoal  affectionale  inlereat ;  an<]  »hc  IniiKnt- 

.  Mocerrly  that  a  lieart  naturally  wann  ami  aini- 

w  Miss  Mordaunl's  cJtould  have  been  so 

ewily  warped  and  jHTvcrUsJ  by  vanity. 

Both  the  siiters  possessed  too  much  spirit 
and  proper  pride  to  desire  to  conciliate  thv  guod 
graces  of  any  one  who  <lid  not  wish  to  cultivstv 
their  acciuainlance;  and  C(mMH|nnitly  lhf;r  «]• 
ways  held  back,  instead  of  inakJiifr  MlriinccK  to- 
wardii  a  frequent  or  sociable  intercourse  with  ttw 
Mordnunt  family. 

Tlwogh  Laura  was  not  perhaps  aware  of  lite 
circum stance  horsclf,  it  had  not  cM:a|H'd  Mism 
Stanley's  observation  that  Edward  Monlaunt 
■duiirvd  l»er  sister  extrmicly.  She  believed  him 
to  be  a  peculiarly  Hiniublc,  wi-lI-diipiMcd  youn^ 
man  ;  yet  tiv:  frit  sure  that  his  relations  would 
never  sanction  his  forming  an  alliance  which 
promised  nu  worldly  advantages:  she  therefore 
determinrd  not  to  give  encouragement  to  an 
attachment  which  could  only  Icrtniniiie  in  dis- 
appointment, and  she  contrived  that  he  and 
Laura  thould  have  very  few  opportunities  of 
toocting. 

The  day  before  Edward  went  back  to  Ox- 
ford, he  rode  over  to  lake  leave  of  I>r.  Stanley. 
He  was  told  that  the  yotinghulies  were  out  walk- 
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■  nu  terv  tiAp}h.V  IIIIIW  ( 

fcr  hfe  wtiOfaui  vcTc  Anything  but  < 

an  mgrttMe  ouurr.     He  was  mortified  by 

eoavictjoo    tb«   Laum  always    inicnuonall 

Jiiin»eJ  Um*  and  be  ww  rex^  at  ha«ti^  bee 

vaMe  penaBaDv  to  bid  her  adieu,  when,  i 

turning  a  sharp  anglr  of  the  road,  he  had  U) 

unexpected  pleasure  of  bctn;;  interrupted  in  hi 

by  mrrttDg  the  subject  of  it  rctractn 

fntm  the  rilU^ 

She  was  alone  (aa  OMoaHMB  ciRumstanoe] 

she  Matted  violeotly  at  tecmg  him.  bowed,  sn 

appeared  iadined  to  past  on  without  «pcakin(;. 

Edward  drtw  bis  borse  across  her  pub  t 

tntcmpt  ber  pragtM%  ami  exclaimed,  half  i 

joke  and  half  in  anfcvr, 

**  As  I  was  not  fortunate  enough  tu  fiod  yo 
at  bone  just  now  when  I  caUed  upon  your  fi 
tber.  I  feel  very  much  tempted  to  eodeaTour  I 
mrrest  ynu  here  for  a  few  tnoineDts,  Miss  Laur 
I  .Lk.ll  r|m  harf  thr  nlfasiirr  nf  sfrinir  vouawai 
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did  not  receive  this  ioleliigence  with  ttidiffirrann. 
She  iricd  to  Mj  Boniething  ciril;  and  Edward 
naked  h«rif  she  voutd  not  altovr  him  to  atxoia- 
pany  Iter  part  of  the  way  back  tit  the  Ri-ciorvi 
at  be  oould  ool  think  of  keeping  her  ataodtnjj  in 
the  cold. 

Laura  found  il  imposidblc  to  refuse  this  re* 
quvnt :  hv  dtunounted,  and  drawing  his  horse's 
bridle  through  hi*  Arm,  he  walked  on  by  her 
ade. 

Tbey  both  felt  rather  awkward,  and  the  con< 
wiMtiott  was  at  first  very  much  restrained:  Ed- 
ward aHned  ashamed  to  mention  l)i!>  uster  or 
hi»  mnihvr,  and  Laura  looknl  an  if  kIic  Niiti|iect- 
«1  she  waa  not  doiofr  quite  right  in  jwrmittEng 
him  to  join  her.  By  d^reet,  bowerer,  their 
notual  eniharrasanieni  wore  off,  and  the  dift. 
eourse  became  more  interesting  and  auimalct). 
The  young  lady  thought  tiw  had  never  seen  her 
companion  half  no  agreeable  before:  and  the 
grntkmon  wu  relieved  fi-om  ihu  apprchenNiun 
of  being  dialiked  by  the  perttoii  he  peculiarly 
wtahed  to  pleaae. 

Nothing  partieular  wan  Raid,  no  explanation 
of  any  sort  wa>  entered  into  by  eitlwr  party, 
yet  ■  wdghl  was  removed  from  the  fpiritn  of 
each  durinf;  this  walk  ;  they  felt  happier  than 
ihev  bad  done  for  some  liuic  before,  and  long 
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~E,aw«TO' irouia  nui  uHifii  lu  ijnuitt  iiiin 
th«t  it  was  growing  very  lalv, — wid  in  truth  the 
were  but  feebly  enforced.  He  was  extreme) 
Borry  when  be  arrived  st  the  gate  which  opene 
into  Dr.  Stanley's  gardco,  for  he  was  awat 
that  he  could  dwJM-  ito  pretence  for  pAuin 
that  boundary.  He  lingcretl  as  if  be  was  ui 
wilting  to  pronounce  ihoM  two  disutgre^abl 
ayUabJes,  "  Good-b'ye,"  aud  at  length  h 
aaid, 

, '  *<  ]  am  anxMus  to  make  you  a  petition  befix 
we  part.  I  much  wish  to  persuade  you  to  liai 
ihv  kindnvKs  to  brcomi-  my  idmonvr :  my  nw 
thcr  and  Hi«ter  have  distributed  clothing  on 
blanket*  to  aome  of  your  pour  people,  and 
do  not  like  to  be  the  only  one  of  my  famil 
who  does  nothing  to  endeavour  to  promo 
their  cooifort.  You  all  fake  such  excellent  cbi 
of  tliem,  that  it  would  be  both  usGle»:<  and  in 
pvrtinrni  in  nw.'  lu  in()tiirc  personally  into  the 
wantM  1  but  I  ahould  fed  very  much  obliKt 
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wilt  pmve  mott  bctwfidiil.'*     And,  as  he  >|xiltr, 
he  drew  a  fire-potind  note  frotn  his  pocket 

Laura  did  not  bnilate  to  Meept  ihe  office  he 
proposed  lu  her,  and  the  prtimiscd  to  execute 
bis  commands  to  the  best  of  hi*r  Bliilit^.  She 
deacribcd  to  her  father  and  her  sister  her  meet- 
lofr  wit))  Edward,  and  alto  told  them  of  tbo 
cMnmission  she  had  undertaken  to  pcrfomi  for 
hiiii> 

Some  time  before  the  occurrence  of  the  nCcDe 
we  hare  jttst  dracribed,  Lord  and  Lndv  Eslon- 
ville  and  their  duuf^ter  had  paid  ihdr  nrigh- 
boun  the  dtstinguinhef)  compliment  of  spend- 
ing two  days  with  them  at  Mordaunt.  An  they 
were  not  much  in  the  habit  of  going  out  in  this 
wajr  in  the  countr^r.  their  vinit  caused  a  con- 
oderable  sensation;  and  it  was  iinanimouitly 
■greed  that  Mr  and  Mrs.  Klordauot  must  rank 
»ery  highly  in  their  farour. 

A  large  party  of  ilite  people  were  invited  to 
meet  them,  and  Lady  Caroline  assured  Au- 
guata,  thai  "  she  thought  Iwr  father's  was  one 
of  the  plraaanlest  houses  she  had  ever  been  in 
io  her  life" 

During  her  short  itjour  under  Mr.  Mor- 
dauat's  roof,  her  ladyship  contrivnl  enlirv-ly 
to  counteract  all  (he  beneficial  effects  which 
bad  resulted  from  Edward's  remonstrance  and 
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Dun  iia  Mn  eztrts^ 
On  tcM  Urn  qa'tui  ■»•; 

OBjw«4ishHC«i 
On  d«ncBl  nUU^ 

Oa  raun  d«  belle  «B  b«tl« ; 
Hail  on  rerieai  toe^oon 
A  ■«■  pvMttm  oaeon. 
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As  the  Dpriug  nppniached,  Auf^sU  felt  im- 
patient to  eater  upon  the  career  of  ptesturv 
■ad  gaiety  which  Lady  Caroline  Mortimer  had 
npnsented  to  her  ima^natioo  in  such  glowing 
eoloun.  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Mordaunt  intctided  to 
go  to  town  earlyi — th«y  had  growa  tired  of  the 
country ;  but  thry  could  not  conveniently  leave 
Mordaunt  before  Ka-ster. 

Their  ndghhoura  had  rctnoved  from  Eston- 
▼ille  Castle  immi'dialfly  after  tl>e  mocting  of 
parliament ; ,  and  a  tiTi-socnc  kwHuit,  re%pectinf^ 
his  dalm  to  an  estate  of  some  value,  had  taken 
Lord  Delmore  up  to  London  about  the  time  of 
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p»ft  of  Bis~Bme  at  Lord  EstonviUe>.  whogi 
huUM  early  bsbit  had  uught  him  to  look  upon 
allDMt  as  B  second  home. 

Lady  Agnes  had  oow  r«join«d  ber  family ; 
and  the  dm  day  he  dined  at  her  father's,  be  hat! 
much  to  say  to  her,  and  many  inquiries  na- 
turally to  make  about  his  mother.  LadyCaio 
line  felt  a  tort  of  jealousy  at  the  pleasure  1) 
evidently  f^ave  him  to  sec  her  dster,  aod  in  tbt 
evening  she  artfully  contrived  to  divert  his  at 
tenllon  from  I.ady  Agnes  to  herself. 

No  sooner  had  she  drawn  Lord  Ddmor 
Into  B  sort  of  tele-a-tete,  than  be  asked  hn 
with  nn  nfiectalion  of  carclessne»,  "  if  she  ha 
Dot  seen  a  good  deal  uf  Wu.  friend  CiiarleK  Moi 
daunt  during  the  winters"  and  expressed 
curiosity  to  know  how  the  liked  liim. 

"  He  eame  frequently  to  Estonville,"  sh 
replied ;  "  and  I  can  easily  imagin«  his  ban 
thought  a  virry  agreeable  person  by  tlwse  whoi 
!:  uafuriuiialitlv  I  did  tu 
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fAhd  itea  if  be  was  really  guilty  of  the  bod 
taite  you  accuse  him  of.  I  can  scarcely  Iwlicve 
it  possible  that  be  coulil  liuvv  made  the  cir- 
cumstancc  BuHicienlly  aiifnareiit  lo  allow  you  lo 
discover  it." 

"  Ob,"  continued  I.«(ly  CarcJitie,  "yoti  need 
not  be  alanned  about  bi^  mannerii;  be  did 
Dcithing  farouche.  lie  is  far  loo  well-bfe<t  a 
young  initn  to  commit  nny  breach  of  decorum  : 
but  iberc  are  a  thousand  little  ways  of  shoving 
a  yoting  lady,  without  incivility,  that  tAvt  doet 
not  find  favdur  in  yi>ur  sight." 

Lord  Ddtnorc  smiled  as  he  observed,  "  We 
uaed  formerly  to  laugh  at  Charles  for  not  having 
U  taur  triidrt :  and  hi*  suj)|>oted  indilfvrvnce  to 
your  cluirmi,  tna  btlU  coiuine,  certainly  aiTords 
the  strangest  cxntflrmation  of  the  charge." 

Lady  Caroline  coloured.  She  did  not  know 
exactly  how  to  take  these  word*.  Could  she 
have  believed  thctn  lo  have  been  !i|M>kei)  in 
esmeal,  ihe  would  have  been  delighted  i  but 
ahe  strongly  suspected  the  oom|ilinienl  they 
implied  to  have  been  intended  irMiiivally.  It 
wai  in  «  tone  of  i>i(]uc  that  she  remarked, 
"  If  Caplaio  Mordaunt  is  hard-hearted,  that 
is  a  failing  which  nobody  will  attribute  to  his 
aiBtcr.  1  am  particularly  foiid  of  Auguvta 
Mordaunt ;  abc  i»  a  most  charming  companion  ; 
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but  I  iwver  nw  any  pri  ot  her  ago  wlio  wm  so 
gnmt  a  Birt,  or  so  much  disposed  to  be  pleawd 
witli  geoeral  utmiratioo.'* 

Lord  Delinore  utaiied  as  if  lAdy  Caroline 
had  planted  a  dagger  in  his  bosum ;  but,  en- 
deavouring to  cooceal  bis  vexation  under  aa  ap- 
pearance of  gaiety,  be  said, 

"  I  n-mrRibcr  xotncwhere  or  other  to  have 
read  a  fable  which  begins  thus : 

■  In  other  sien  vi«  &ulu  «aa  tpjr.' 
I^d  you  erer  happen   to   meet    with  it,    Ca- 
roline 7" 

"  Oh  ytft  a  thouganci  timet :  but  I  am  not 
in  a  humour  to  be  affronted  with  you  just  now, 
far  leM  to  give  you  oflcncc.  I  was  gning  to 
have  told  you  why  I  thought  it  was  that  your 
friend  had  taken  me  en  gMignoH.  I  perceive, 
however,  that  it  would  not  be  agncnblv  to  you 
to  hear  more  upon  the  subject." 

*'  Yuu  are  quite  mi&taken,  I  assure  you  ;  1 
want  to  know  everything  you  can  impart:  m 
pray  proceed  with  your  intended  explnnalion.'* 
I^y  Caroline  »bnok  her  head,  aa  »I»  rt- 
plled,  *'  You  were  in  a  poetical  vein,  IJonel,  a 
moment  ago;  and  as  you  then  favoured  me  with 
a  (itii/  quotation,  1  will  follow  it  up  by  a 
graver  one,  and  request  you  to  remember  that 
'  When  %ii»ni>c«  Is  bliw,  'Ui  rolljr  to  be  wac/" 
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liord  Ddtaore's  curiunty  had  been  too 
Unnf^y  exdtvd  to  bv  thus  cosily  tati&fied,  ur 
to  allow  him  patieotly  to  ocquinou  in  the  wisdom 
oflbv  fxiL-t'*  sentiment.  HU  cou«in  ktrpt  liini 
■  cuntiiivrable  tim«  in  sut-jieiiite ;  sod  at  laal, 
■ppeahng  to  yield  retuctAntly  (o  bis  entreaties, 
■hr  inquired  with  Hitii*  bcdtatioo  "  if  he  clwDc«fl 
to  be  acqiuinted  with  Mr.  StaJford  f" 

"  I  know  him  well  «Duiight"  aiiRweivd  Lord 
DeliDore ;  "  hut  bow  can  Ae  have  been  con> 
cerocd  in  tbe  accuution  you  bring  against 
Charles  Mordaunt?  Mr.  StaSbrd  is  a  very 
great  friend  of  jours,  is  he  not?  He  caanoi 
fOrely  hare  dared  to  prejudice  an  imagined 
rival'i  mind,  and  have  tauf^t  him  to  judgv 
unlaTourably  of  you." 

"Oh  ao,    tto,"    cxcluiotcd    Ledy    Caroline, 
btu^UDg ;  "  you  have  got  completely   upon  a 
wrot^  track.     Yuu  are  sadly  behind-hand  !n 
point  of  information,  if  you  are  not  aware  that 
the  youth  we  are  talking  of  has  long  ceased  to 
think  of  nu.     The  present  object  of  his  adora- 
tion  in  Augusta   Mordaunt.     He    spared    no 
pains   last   winter   in   endeavouring  to  render 
himself  agreeable  to  her  ;  but,  for  some  reaaon 
beat  known  to  himself,  her  brother  seemed  to 
regsrd  his  attentions  with  anything  but  fialis- 
faction,  and   I  believe  he  felt  extremely  angry 
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H  nityect,  I  mm  of  coune  uiublr  to  iafonn  jro«i 
of  the  real  nature  of  her  tentinacnts  towards 
bin.  Id  these  afTairs  appearances  arc  m  apt  to 
he  deceitful,  that  thoic  irho  pretend  (o  judge 
very  decidedly  from  them  are  commoiily  mU- 
uken.  Man>'  people  who  walched  the  flirta- 
tion at  Kstoaville,  and  anrrwards  at  Mordatint, 
Ihuught,  1  liDOw,lhat  it  went  on  nM>st  hopefuUjr; 
and  if  you  had  not  been  living;  so  completely 
ibe  life  of  a  hermit  lately,  you  niuxt  have  heard 
some  of  the  reports  thai  were  circulated  in  con- 
irqucDce  of  their  obM'r%'stions.    That  Mr.  Staf- 

H    furd  was  deeply  captivated  with   Augusta  ttie 
first  moment  he  mw  tier,  and  Ihnt  he  aftL-rwards 

IMKned  to  be  very  much  in  ean>c»t  in  winhing 
to  marry  her,  1  am  perfectly  ready  to  admit ; 
but,  CTi/re  noiu,  I  sometimes  doubt  if  ho  will 
ever  actually  make  up  his  mind  to  propose  to 
her.     I  am  positive  that  he  said  nothing  p«r- 

IticuUr  to  tier  — ihiit  he  had  nut  committed  him> 
a^  in  any  way  when  lie  left  the  country  ; 
aad  this  being  the  ca*e,  he  may  possibly  find 
that  he  has  had  a  successor  in  her  good  graces 

»  before  Itcsees  her  again.  With  AuguUo,  the 
last,  or,  more  pmpcrly  speaking,  the  preaent  ad- 
mirer, is  aiwnyK  the  reigning  favourite.  You 
were  so  for  ten  days  in  Yorkshire  ;  Philip,  for  a 
shorter  time  during  her  first  visit  at  EstouviUe ; 
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and  Mr.  Stsflord  for  about  twice  as  long  a 
period  &s  either,  in  the  early  p«rt  of  thv  winter.' 
She  will  probably  continue  to  Amutc  hrrsclf  by 
flirting  with  one  yoting  man  uflcr  another, 
without  caring  much  fur  anybody,  until  she 
grows  tired  of  univeml  admiration.  She  is 
■MR  a  eoqueite  iu  manner  tlian  in  heart ;  and 
I  IM  much  tem))led  to  predict,  that  he  for 
vboa  abe  first  eotertained  a  decided  preference 
will  in  the  end  be  the  oo]y  person  who  will 
««tr  waeetei  in  pemuocntly  fixing  her  wander- 
i^aActiMH." 

hat<i  Deteore  pretended  not  to  under&tand 

Lm^Cmeelba^'t  last  itisiauati«xu— at  all  events, 

kt  lad  ■•  JBHWiwi  of  admitting  bcr  into  his 

t*  Ufrfun  did  Dot  utter  a  single 

I  fa  nf/tf  to  anything  «be  bad  said. 

Ut  firand  thai  Hu  general  outline  of  the  in- 

tti^^am  At  had  given  him  about  Mr.  Staf< 

ted«wlWcan«e(caoagh;  but  he  had  man 

(or  nistrusting  ber  authorttj, 

the  accuracy  at  tbe  minor  detaib 

of  We  *9ry.    Hr  rMolvcd  to  try  to  aMcrtain 

•4m  «W  ikeMhl  and  aaid  upon  the  sabject 

^a  «Air  Manlt!  awl  ha  nadr  a  dderminstion 

Ml  MWmImm  maNordaunt  as  iltedrcided 

iilt  hf>  emMB  ^d  dcMfibn)  ber  U>  be,  until 

k*  hw(  had  a  M^  ojlfaninity  ofobn-nrtng  her 
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conduct  himself,  ancl  furming  hti  own  judgment 
of  her  character.  It  hoA  gricTcd  him  much. 
when  be  arrived  at  Estonville,  (o  find  hvt  lo 
comptetely  Hie  with  Lady  Caroline;  lie  had 
even  then  appfdmded  that  she  uould  nut 
ctespe  the  cnntagfcm  of  her  Udyship'»  example ; 
■od  Au|i:uBta's  behaviour  in  the  eveaing  liad 
Uught  him  to  anticipate  that  her  brilliant  and 
dangerous  frii-nd  would  oorrupt  the  nuturnl 
aniexmew  of  her  tli»poaitlon  and  manners,  and 
render  bcr  a  designing  and  tinpcrtinent  coquette 
Uiie  herself. 

Lard  Ddtnorc  ioqaired  secn-tly  several  times 
M.  itr.  Mordaunl's  hmiiic  when  the  family  w«nr 
expected  in  town ;  but  he  was  not  aware  of 
their  arrival,  until  he  accidentally  ]iercv'iv(>d 
them  Htting  in  a  private  Irax  juU  opposite  to 
him  one  night  at  the  play. 

As  he  look«l  towards  thnn  more  attentively, 
be  bad  the  mortiticalion  of  <liwoveniig  that  Mr. 
StaSbrd  belonged  to  llieir  party  ;  he  wa.i  placed 
beside  Augusta,  and,  utterly  regardless  of  the 
performance,  was  conversing  with  her  nunt 
earnestly.  Uer  face  was  certainly  turned  to 
the  stage,  but  she  seemed  from  time  to  time  to 
be  talking  to  Iwr  neighbour  with  much  anU 
msiioo. 

Lord  DalOMra^  eyes   became  riveted   upon 


Defore  ne  tir&t  »«  itii 
.  b*  bad  bccM  Fpcakinj;  to  Philip  it 

w,  who  had  secured  a  pUce  in  ike  imme 
bul  bad  CMTW  (aooovdiBg  tu  hi*  asuai  cuk 
so  Utv  into  tbe  houw,  tbat  the  second 
had  aMBmcfkccd,  uid  aoine  othn*  penoa 
cMmnitiTDUT  occupKd  hi*  mit.     He  wm,i 
ami  ■^TTt  *Dd  went  grumhliDg  away  h 
dw  boxkwper   to  Sod   him  sdmitlaDc* 
«betv.      Hia  couaio   thought   no  oMre  i 
bin ;  but  a  short  lime  afterwanU  he  rem- 
a  gnukmma  joio  the  paitj  opposttr,  aiw 
a«M  SMBCOt  ba  diatb^nUwd  Philip  le 
forward  over  the  fnxit  of  their  box,  aa 
aaocrtaiD  what  happened  at  the  instant 
goiof  OQ  upon  the  »tage. 

TIh'   folloninf;    ilav    Lionel  dined   it 
BUnnviUc't.     The  Kue»ts  were  not  nume 
tbeY  consisted,  beaidev  hiRiK-[f,  uf  Ladjr 
and  Mr.  CarriHgtiw,  the  Mordauoti,  and 
gt  four  QChct  people 
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he  forgnl  the  intention  be  had  formftl  a  few 
hours  before  of  treating  her  with  dintant  cold- 
iwM  whenever  he  chancrd  (o  meet  Iter,  and 
■IrkmI  un<:»n»douily  he  found  him»e]/  shalttng 
hands  with  her  with  all  bis  former  cordiality. 

MisA  Mordauot  was  evidently  much  gralifinl 
by  the  warmth  of  hi«  manner  towards  her,  and 
•he  seemed  to  f<-el  Kuch  unnfiected  pleasure  at 
WODg  him,  that  he  b^an  to  Ihink  she  eould 
not  really  l>c  ra  sadly  chanp^  an  he  had  appr«> 
hmdcd.  He  tat  down  by  her,  aivd  ittey  soon 
became  very  agreeably  enjiaged  in  oi>nTenMili<io. 
Lady  Caroline  wa*  all  tliix  time  occupied  m 
talking  tu  her  nitter.  Imiy  Mary  Carriitgton 
was  btil  just  come  to  town— they  had  cohk- 
quenily  many  weigAfy  matlrrt  to  (li«cucs  ;  and 
when  their  onnitin  entered  the  room,  they  were 
*ittinjf  in  deep  divun  far  apart  from  the  retit  of 
the  comfMny,  and  upparenlly  mj  completely 
engroned  with  lliiHr  own  conccntR  as  to  be  rc- 
gtrdlesa  of  those  of  otber>. 

After  they  had  spoken  nf  various  imlifTi-ieTit 
ihingt,  Augusta  atkvd  Lord  Delmore  Imw  long 
be  Iwd  been  in  town  ?  *•  Several  weelcs,"  he 
replied:  "Icanieup  upon  business,  with  which 
I  beliere  I  nm  more  frequently  tonnented  tluin 
any  other  person  in  the  world,  and  1  have 
found  it  most   terribly  dull  here.      I  cannot 
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prvlcnd  U>  My  tliat  I  did  not  know  ^ou  were 
arrived  io  Ix)iidDii,  since  I  sat  opposite  lo  you 
at  l)rury>lane  last  night." 

"  Were  you  at  the  play  hut  nl^lit  ?"  ex- 
claimed Miu  MurdcunI,  in  a  tone  whicb  be- 
trayed no  very  pleasurable  surprise :  '*  I  did 
not  MC  you/'  Tlien,  after  a  »hort  pauae,  she 
added)  "  I  hope  you  were  bettt^r  amused  there 
than  I  was;  for,  to  confess  the  truth,  I  never 
was  more  bored  or  vexed  in  my  life.  1  had  long 
been  extrcmi-ly  anxlouK  to  kcc  Kean  in  (he  eho- 
racter  of  Kiehard  thv  Third,  and  wIkii  manimi 
f[ot  a  box  for  the  play.  I  looked  forward  to  the 
evening  with  the  greaK-nt  delight.  We  went 
early  :  but  1  soon  ditioovered  that  some  of  our 
party  were  inclined  to  be  so  noisy  and  dis- 
agreeable— in  short,  eo  fond  of  listening  lo  tbe 
sound  of  their  own  voices,  that  I  hod  little 
chance  of  hearing  a  word  that  watt  spoken  upon 
the  itaj^e.  I  visit  people  who  have  not  tasto 
enough  to  like  a  tragedy  would  stay  at  home; 
or,  if  they  choose  to  go  to  one,  that  there  was  a 
taw  to  forbid  their  talking  and  preventing  others 
from  enjoying  it.*' 

I»rd  I>i-)more  looked  sleadfully  at  Augusta, 
aa  if  he  was  desirous  lo  read  her  very  mind, — 
to  convince  himself  from  her  counteuoncc  if  sbo 
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bad  irtltMly  iipoken  th«  truth,  or  if  the  com. 
plaiot  ahc  had  juU  tatde  woj  mcn-ly  a  ficrion 
inventL-d  at  the  instant  (o  deceive  nixl  mUload 
bin.  "  No,  no,"  thought  he ;  '*  folseliood  and 
bjrpocrisr  canoot  wear  a  fac?  like  hrra.** 

He  recollected  that,  in  one  of  their  conver- 
utioOB  at  Mr.  Wing6eld's,  the  subject  of  which 
had  licen  the  play  and  the  comparative  merits 
of  diflereot  actors,  hv  had  talked  to  her  a 
gmt  deal  about  Kean,  had  particularly  pnu<ml 
and  commented  upon  his  perfomiauce  in  Rich- 
ard, and  had  eamntly  requested  her  to  tjike 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  seeing  him  in  that 
character. 

If  Augusu  aUo  rememhered  llm  —  and  be 
had  little  doubt  that  she  did — the  infervnec  that 
might  be  drawn  from  what  she  had  rtnw  naid 
was  moftt  flattering  and  agrccablG  to  himself. 

As  they  left  the  dining-rooni.  Lady  Caroline 
dnw  Mis*  Mordaunt's  arm  within  Iter  own, 
and  eoDirived  to  whisper,  unheard  by  any 
ooc — 

"  I  CBtinot  tell  ^ou  huw  delighted  I  am,  my 
dear  Augusta,  to  perceive  that  all  is  going  on 
nnooihly  again  between  you  and  Lionel.  'I'hat 
fooli&li  roisundcTstomling  at  Knloiivillc  has  often 
weighed  heavily  upon  my  raind ;  yel  I  always 
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thought  that  the  next  tiDie  you  met  everything 
would  be  set  right :  aod  so  the  event  bu 
proved,  haa  it  not  ?" 

An  afibctionate  pressure  of  the  hnnd  was  Au- 
guKluK  only  answer.  Lady  Afi^cs  caiiie  up  to 
her  a  momeat  afterwards,  and  appeared  de- 
sirous to  cultivate  her  acquaintance  ;  but  Lady 
Caroline  declared  "  that  she  considered  tbcir 
giicsl  her  own  peculiar  property  i"  and  Lady 
Mary,  to  whom  she  had  that  day  been  intro- 
duced for  the  tirst  time,  oTerwhelnied  ht*r  with 
prorttisions  ut  interx^t  and  friendiihip.  Finally, 
her  ladyship  remarked,  that  as  this  was  not  a 
claim  of  birthright,  she  hoped  irhe  should  very 
soon  share  an  equal  portion  of  Miss  Mordaunt's 
esteem  with  her  eldest  Ki»liT. 

Ijfldy  A^tes  was  nut  in  the  habit  of  making 
fine  s]H.fehes,  or  of  saying  out  of  empty  cnra- 
piimeiii  what  she  did  nut  really  feel :  she  there- 
fore found  herself  thrown  completely  inta  ibe 
background,  and  miw  very  plainly  that  it  was 
nut  the  inientioit  of  her  uiteri  to  allow  /ler  to 
form  any  intimacy  with  l/ttir  new  friend. 

When  l«rd  Delniore  joined  the  ladies,  he 
observed  llml  his  youngest  cousin  seemed  tu  be 
cxcUkUhI  from  the  general  colivcrsntion  :  he 
talked  to  her  for  some  time,  and  then  approach- 
ing Augusta,  he  said. 


THE    KKIR  OP   MORDAimr. 


ei7 


'Agnea  has  ju&t  be«R  uUing  me  that  the 
lA  (]uite  a  new  aoiiiNuntunce  of  jroum  :  I  hope 
vuu  will  like  h«T  for  )i«r  ovra  hIcp,  «nd  iiImi 
becsuae  »l)e  U  my  favourite  coudD." 

"  Lady  Agne»  appcMrs  eslremely  amUhle 
and  intprcstiiig,''  replied  Miiw  Mordauot ;  "  in> 
deed,  1  think  all  the  three  NNlen  nri;  ctinrming. 
Lady  Otroline  is  the  one  u{  tlieiti  I  know  the 
beat  ot  present,  and  the  is  perfectly  unlike  any- 
body  else  in  the  world." 

**  Caroline  is  exactly  that,"  continued  Lord 
Delmore  i  "  you  have  detined  her  character 
most  juMlly.  There  are  yery  few  people  *o 
hrilliuit  and  futciiiating.  Sht;  always  ^etnind^ 
ineof  a  cuuiet— u  wonder  which  visits  us  once 
io  a  century,  and  which  we  ga^e  upon  aa  some- 
thing more  beautiful  and  extraordinary  than  all 
the  other  heavenly  bodies,  but  whirh  we  can- 
not hHp  regarding  with  fear  and  diRiruott  k% 
well  OS  admiration.  Agnes,  on  the  contrary, 
may  be  compared  to  the  little  evening  Mar, 
which  Muiles  constantly  upon  uo  at  all  timen 
and  aeaaons  aud  which  chcens  without  diz- 
xling  our  uglit.  But  to  descend,"  pursued  be 
with  a  smile,  "  from  such  lofty  similes  to  more 
everyday  language,  the  real  diflVrence  be- 
tween the  characters  of  those  we  are  speaking 
of  is,  that  the  one  finds  all  her  gratification  in 
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cou«m  in  the  light  of  auters :  ao^Agnet 

particular  wa  destined,  an  tou  are  proln 

■Van,  to  have  brcomr  so  in  the  ni<Ht  Ijti 

MUM  of  tbo  word,  had  it  pleased  Providcnn 

havr  «parwl  tlw  Itfr  of  )i«r  mtrndrd  hutbaod 

Ijord  IMniure  uttered  ih»«  laitt  irord»  « 

an  expreuion  of  deep  fwling  which  went 

Auguita's  Keart :  before  she  had  lime  to  rai 

aDV  rr-ply.  «he  was  very  much  startled  hy  h( 

tag  Lady  Mary  Carn&f^oii  tuddculy  exdaJn 

"  Is  that  Mr.  Stafford's  apparition,  or  ii 

in  truth  himtelf  in  fletb  and   blood  ?    Ht 

the  penon  I  juM  now  most  particularly  wist 

aee :    I  have  a  ooiumission  that  I  want  him 

execute  for  inc.     How  convenient  it  is  that 

should  conu*  in  here  to-night !" 

Lionel  and  AuguMa  turned   their  eyes 
iraluQlarily  in  the  direction  of  the  door, 
alnM»l   instantly  withdrew   them   a^oin   w 
they  ociiuUly  encountered  the  well-l(iMwn  fig 
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Mr.  Slaffonl  had  been  tnviud  to  dfar  tint  day 
at  IxntlEstooTille's;  but  luviiy  been  previouiJy 
BOg^ged,  he  merely  JDlmdcd  to  tUtp  there  far 
half  m  hf>ur  in  his  way  home.  The  pvly  h« 
had  Itft  wan  a  vn^  Urgv  onr,  and  hf  had  coo- 
Mquently  drunk  rather  toon  wine  than  uhmI. 
H«  was  in  high  apirita,  and  ai  tooa  as  he  had 
paid  his  complimeots  to  Lodjr  £«t«)*il)r  and 
her  daoghters,  and  before  be  coutd  be  per< 
(uaded  to  attend  to  Lady  Hary's  explanatioa 
or  to  rvcrivc  her  commands  he  walkrd  up  to 
Mui  Mnrdautil. 

AugutUk  had  become  *rry  red  vhtn  ittc  fini 
ia«  bim,  but  lier  greeting  wa&  now  »uiSciendjr 
oold.  He  did  not  seem  to  perceive  this  and, 
wtthout  considering  the  inciviliiv  uf  int^Tnipl- 
ing  her  coovrmtioo  with  Lord  IMtnore,  he 
brought  a  chair  clote  to  hen  and  tat  down  by 
her. 

"  As  I  knew  yoo  were  to  dine  here  to^ay, 
Miss  Mordaunl,"  said  he,  "  1  made  my  esaqw 
fttMB  the  Duke  of  LctcentcrKhire's  as  cwiy  as 
pmalble,  on  purpose  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
neetiDg  you." 

'*  If  the  duke  could  give  credcDcc,""  replied 
Aagusta,  *'  lo  »o  improbable  a  circumstance  aa 
mjf  having  been  the  cause  of  depriving  him  of 
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ihv  coiDpan)-  of  such  a  guest,  I  fear  I  should 
hvnrcforward  h&ve  little  chance  of  findinf;  fa- 
vour in  his  grace's  fi^hl." 

Undaunted  by  the  supercilious  haughtineu 
uf  her  voice  and  nianuer,  Mr.  SiaJlurd  eoii- 
linued, 

"  You  must  always  find  favour  in  the  sight 
of  ercry  one.  But  to  proceed  to  business;  —  I 
nm  extremely  ini|>aticnt  to  settle  a  Utile  plan 
with  you  for  Thurndav  evening.  As  you  seem- 
ed tu  be  «o  much  amused  last  nighl,  I  am  anxi- 
ous to  prevail  u{K)n  you  and  Mrs.  Mordaunt  to 
nuikc  another  party  to  the  play.  1  am  pro- 
niiited  the  di.iposal  of  a  private  l>ox  at  Drury- 
lanc  on  Thursday,  and  I  shall  feel  much  flat- 
lerfd  if  you  will  allow  me  to  place  it  at  your 
eommand." 

"  Vou  are  very  obliging,  but  I  am  afraid  I 
niunt  decline  your  kindness.  I  t>i4ievc  that 
mamma  ami  1  have  an  engagement  fur  Thur^ 
day  evening." 

"  Tlutt  in  most  provoking ;  but  still  we  need 
nut  give  up  our  party  :  cc  qui  tst  divert  n'nl 
patHt  perdu-  Any  other  day  that  you  will  lix 
will  do  juM  «ft  well  as  Thursday :  any  time 
will  be  equally  agreeable  to  me  if  I  am  pru«ni«ed 
tlie  certainty  of  meeting  j/ou." 

All  this  while  Lord  JVluturc  had  been  sitting 
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in  utrnce,  atiradvely  rcinwkiiig  tbe  cooduct  of 
the  two  persons  brfon-  him,  aud  evidently  l»- 
imin;;  to  ctctt  word  that  )u»I  tinti  apolMD  by 
cw-h.  Ati^udU  found  Iter  pMitinn  m  miMTttbljr 
UQ  cum  fort  able  aod  embarnustng,  thai  Ae  wma 
DO  longer  able  to  rodure  Mr.  iStafrunTa  per». 
cution. 

"  This  soft  uf  nonsnifc  is  quite  ioiuficnblB,*' 
rxclaifned  she  i  "  I  hsv«  neither  pattence  nor 
Mfture  tobcar  moreofiL  I  have  just  reeollericd 
that  I  have  sereral  ihinj^  to  talk  orcr  with  Lady 
CaroliDe."  And,  ri&ing  fraoi  h*.T  chair  a*  tbt 
'«poke,  «bc  walked  arross  the  ronm  to  tba  «A 
whm'  bei-  latlj-sliip  had  e»tabti>ltcd  hcradf. 

Mr.  StaiTurd  was  not,  however,  au  easily 
altaken  off;  he  followed  her  iinmedialely ;  and  a 
few  mutoeats  aflerwarde  Lord  Delinore  also 
contrived  to  launtcr  carvleuly  in  the  sane 
diri-ciion,  but  without  appearing  to  have  the 
intention  of  juning  to  the  general  Dottvcnalion. 

<•  Lady  Caroline,"  taid  Mr.  Stafford,  •'  I 
fear  I  hare  had  the  iniiionuoc  to  oAcnd  Mtaa 
Mordaunt.  Will  you  hare  the  charity  to  plead 
with  her  in  my  behalf.^  At  yovr  request  I  am 
•urv  that  »lw  »-ill  i>nl  rvfuK-  to  pnnloii  me." 

*•  I  am  aai  very  fond  of  iuti-fftrriiig  in  othrr 
people'*  quarrels,**  answered  her  ladyship  with  a 
smile, — **  it  is  but  a  thankleu  office :  yet  there  i« 
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one  comfort  1  tn«y  venlure  to  give  yoti — I  think 
you  may  fcvl  asKurcd  that  Miss  Mordaunt  i> 
itot  naturally  of  a  very  unforgiving  dieposition." 
Then,  after  looking  at  him  with  a  peculiarly 
scrutinizing  glance,  tihe  a<l(I«l,  "  I  suspect  you 
are  not  likely  to  prove  |>ariicularly  elociULiit  ti>> 
night ;  1  therefore  Klrongly  advi»c  you  to  wait 
for  a  more  propitiouH  op|>urtunity  of  throwing 
yourself  at  Miss  Mordaunl's  feet,  and  to  defer 
all  farther  attempt  at  an  explanation  with  her 
until  some  future  time,  when  you  may  be  able  to 
make  it  in  a  more  coUoclnl  manner.  In  the 
mean  while,  as  you  do  not  {lerluipit  feel  <)uite 
at  your  ease  in  her  immediate  prenencv,  why 
should  you  not  go  and  listen  to  what  my  titter 
Mary  has  to  say  to  you  ?  She  has  been  in  vain 
•oliciling  your  attention  for  the  lost  half-boar." 
It  ii  must  probable  that  Mr.  Stafford  did  not 
exactly  oomprehcnd  the  double  enUntlrt  convey- 
ed in  fome  of  her  Udyidiip's  words ;  but  one  of 
her  {nsinuatloDS  was  intelligible  enough  ;  and, 
as  he  wa*  aware  that  be  might  himself  have 
•poken  unadvisedly,  he  had  sufficient  sense  left 
to  take  her  last  hint.  ABectJng  to  turn  Uie 
whole  thing  into  a  joke,  he  thanked  her  for  her 
counwl,  declared  his  delerminnlion  to  follow  it, 
and  exprt-NM'duliojM.-tbitt  Mti->  Mordaunt  would 
ddgn  tu  forget  his  uffencea. 
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Ves,"  ubatrved  Lady  CaruliuCraloiost  brfure 
he  vas  out  Drbesriog;  "iioajrouare  docUc 
and  obliging  enough  to  tako  jrourself  quitrtly 
oui  of  bcr  «4V,  1  hurt  no  doubt  that  ahe  will 
very  readily  pau  an  act  uf  ubtivioa  in  your 
(avour." 

Tbvti  looking  towards  bvr  cousin,  aod  raising 
bvr  voice,  ohc  cootinuvd :  "  Liond,  oome  Iwrr. 
i  feci  that  it  ia  a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  to 
call  you  aeriouiJy  to  account  fur  having  ili*- 
played  a  dgnal  want  of  gallantry'  under  my 
failtet's  roof  towarda  a  young  lady,  and  mun^ 
o*cr  a  friend  of  mine-  How  could  you  lamvly 
«il  by  Miss  Mordaunt,  and  allow  ber  lo  br 
bored  lo  death  with  Mr.  Stafford's  convers;»< 
tioft,  without  attempting  lo  speak  one  word  or 
even  to  raise  a  6Dger  to  relieve  her  from  such  a 
Duisancc  ?  She  was  literally  obligwl  to  fly  to 
me  for  aid  and  rescue.  You  ought  to  be 
ashainrd  of  yourscl/." 

"  If  I  am  not  much  mivtaken,"  replied  Lord 
Delmore  rather  drily.  "  I  heard  you  say  a  few 
minutes  ago,  that  it  was  not  your  custom  to  in- 
terfere in  your  neighbours'  concerns.  It  appears 
therefore)  ma  btUt  (otisiiu,  that  you  do  not 
yourself  practiie  the  line  uf  conduct  you  enjoin 
to  otlwrs.  If  I  had  imagined  that  my  inter- 
vention was  desired  by  Mi*s  Mordaunt,^f  she 
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had  fpvea  me  th«  iliglttnt  bint  that  it  would 
prove  agreeable  to  her,  or  that  hIvc  wished  to 
gi-t  rid  of  Mr.  Stafford's  presence,^!  nhoulcl 
not  have  felt  the  least  he^itatioa  in  seising  him 
by  the  collar  and  hurling  him  out  of  the  nearest 
wiadov.  Mure  than  this  I  think  even  you, 
Carolinv,  with  all  your  chirulrous  ideas,  could 
scarcely  cx|>ect  fi-om  tnv  ;  and  I  trust  dial 
Miu  Mordaunt,  who  may  not  perhaps  be 
so  txigtantt,  is  n^it  deeply  dissati&Sed  with 
ine  for  having  doov  leiss." 

There  was  an  air  of  constraint  in  Lord  Del- 
morels  manner  towards  his  cousin  that  accorded 
ill  with  the  tone  of  badinage  in  which  he  had 
i^Kiken;  his  eyes  were  directed  to  AuguMa, 
aikd  sbc  fancied  she  could  read  in  their  expre** 
sion  that  he  disliked  the  sort  of  attack  Lady 
Caroline  hod  made  upon  him. 

"'  You  luive  made  a  much  better  defence  than 
I  expected,"  obNerved  her  laitykhip  in  a  eon- 
ciliatory  voice :  '*  so,  now  be  good  enough  to 
fetch  mv  those  new  caricatures  which  yoti  ap- 
peared to  bo  studying  ju>t  now.  As  Augusta 
is  BO  lately  arrived  in  town,  it  will  be  but  kind 
tn  inttruct  her  in  tlte  nonsense  of  the  day, — in 
short,  to  put  her  au  coumin  of  wliat  is  going 
forward  here." 
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Lord  IMtBorr  brougiil  the  /mrte-femt/U : 
ind  bmring  done  to,  be  cuutd  noc  mix  the 
temptation  of  isautiDg  the  two  Toang  l^ia  lo 
look  over  its  cocrteots. 

Augusta's  reflectioDs  Kftertbereittned  hnac 
that  ttigfat,  were  upon  tbe  wbole  extrendjt 
atisbctonr.  She  felt  coorioced  that  Lord 
Ddlofre  >tiD  Hkcd  her  as  much  as  enx  be  had 
doDc;  yet  »he  could  not  help  thinking  with 
UDcaaneaa  cpf  Mr-  StaJTord,  and  appn^xnding 
that  he  might  have  the  power  of  dtalurhiog  tbr 
faBp>p5  proapect  that  Mcnm)  again  upgria^ 
before  ber.  She  was  griered,  too,  la  ifiww«er 
that  Lady  Carotins  Slortimer  was  do  hrnuritK 
a(h«r  cousin's,  and  that  the  friendship  sbe  had 
formed  with  her  evideoily  gare  him  cotHider- 
sMe  diMimetude. 

The  following  moroiiig  Miss  Mordaunt 
went  out  with  her  mother  to  paj  aone  vMt»; 
aad  at  one  of  the  door*  wbetv  they  Uopptd, 
the;  happened  to  meet  Mr.  StaJTord.  He 
looked  much  ashamed  of  himwlf  when  firti  hf 
aaw  Augoata,  and  appeared  exreutvely  de- 
■rouB  to  make  bis  peace  with  her.  Iler  man. 
ner  luwards  him  was  not  niori-  discouraging 
than  it  had  b«.-cn  at  Murdaunt,  but  tbe  tccimrd 
very   impatient   to  bring  ibeir  interview  to  a 
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concluHion ;  anil  it  nlsu  slruck  him  chai  Mrs. 
Mordaimt's  aecueil  watt  not  quite  eo  gradouc 
as  usual. 

'*  Was  that  Lord  Delmore  wlio  passrti  on 
thv  other  sidv  of  (he  street  ?"  said  (hv  Ultcr  tu 
hiT  daughter,  as  (h«ir  carriagi' drove  ou,  just 
nftcr  they  had  (urted  with  Mr  StafTurd. 

AugusU  eagerly  stretched  forward  Iter  head, 
and  reconnoitred  thr  pavement  in  every  dirvc- 
tioa,  before  Aw  refilled,  "  I  cannot  tee  any- 
body tike  him,  uiamma." 

"  1  fniicied  1  caught  a  glimpse  of  a  figure  re< 
H'liibling  his,"  pursued  Mrs.  Mordaunt ;  "  but 
I  was  probably  mistaken." 

AiigtmU  secretly  hoped  (hat  her  mother  liad 
I>eeii  deceived ;  and  a  silence  of  unu&ual  and 
rather  ominous  duration  succeeded  theie  re- 
marks. It  was  at  length  broken  by  Mr».  Mor- 
daunt, wlto  observed, 

**  Lord  Delmore  appeared,  I  thought,  to  be 
talking  to  you  very  agrceaUy  loM  night." 

"  Ve»,  mamma,"  answeretl  Auguvia,  bluib> 
ing  deeply;  "just  as  lie  u»ctl  to  do  at  Mr. 
Wingfield'a." 

"  1  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,  my  Ioyc." — 
'J'hcu,  after  anoltter  pause,  she  added :  *'  Aa 
this  is  tlie  cac«,  I  wish  to  give  you  a  little  hint 
about  your  future  behaviMir  to  Mr.  Stafford ; 
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far,  of  count,  you  mtut  feel  thkl  il  can  never 
be  rigltt  to  eoamra^e  iwo  persons  u  tiw  mok 
time.  Vou  have  ooly  heDnforwanl  lo  treat 
bim  with  marked  but  diolant  civQity,  carvfully 
•vndjog  either  sayiof;  or  doing  aoythiiiK  that 
can  gi\t  htm  ifae  lea&t  grotind  fur  otfenee. 
Mlirn  he  wn»  you  are  determined  to  penevere 
steadily  in  this  line  of  conduct,  he  will  soun 
perceive  that  hie  attenlioo*  are  not  agreeable  ur 
Mccplable  to  you,  und  he  nill  conM^)uently  d't*- 
coottQue  iotiuding  them  upoD  you," 

Augusta  looked  at  her  mother  with  alarm 
and  ssimiishmeot.  *'  Indeed,"  slir  nrplicd. 
"  this  is  exactly  what  I  always  dcdred  that 
Mr.  Stafford  ohould  understand  from  my  man- 
ner. He  may  affect  to  shut  his  cyet  to  my 
coUoeaa— he  may  choose  to  perwcule  roe  with 
his  nonwiue,  as  he  did  yesterday  evening :  but 
be  mmt,  I  think,  be  aware  that  I  never  ooutd 
ffndun-  to  talii  to  him  vxoi-pt  a*  on  ordinary 
acq  unin  lance" 

Mrs.  ^tordauot  appeared  incliitcd  to  pro- 
long  tlie  explanation,  but  she  checked  hi.-rwlf, 
and  merely  remarked  with  a  smile,  that  Au- 
guita  ought  not  to  o»n|>hun,  but  should  sub- 
rait  paticDtly  to  the  unpleasant  penalty  tbu* 
imposed  upon  her  for  being  loo  agreeable. 
Mi«>t  Murdauot  ww  wry  glad  to  be  (pared 
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«U  fitfther  diBcusdoD  upon  this  ddicate  topic. 
Her  mother  oontrired  to  divot  the  discourse 
to  more  indifierent  Bubjecta  during  ifae  remain* 
der  of  th«r  drive.  They  stayed  out  late,  and 
when  they  reached  home,  they  found  Lord 
Ddmore's  card  upon  their  table. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Str  Cbvte*  «u  cvidcMly  M»^— 
I  'm  me  b*  vdnbl  han  popf'i  i 

Bui  t)i«N  be  WW  BO  Mora  or  u*, 
And  ao  tfte  BnKer  dirnio'il. 

Mu.  MouiAtXT  WM  aot  diuppoinlrd  in  ex- 
pectiug  ifact  her  lUugbur  would  maie  a  m-o- 
utioD  in  London.  Sbe  came  nut  uniler  very 
fsvounble  auspices ;  for,  iDdepeodent  of  ber 
own  striking  appearance,  and  erery  advantage 
of  dms  and  fashion,  it  wa&  known  that  she  had 
idrvady  been  much  admired  in  the  country, 
and  Lodjr  Caroline  Moninwr  had  talked  of  her 
to  all  her  frirada  as  a  verj  charming  pi-rtoo, 
and  bad  d«clared  that  sbe  was  far  haudtomer 
and  more  highly  ftccomfdished  than  any  young 
lady  who  had  appeared  for  a  very  long  time; 

I'lic  cnnnequcnce  of  this  combination  of  flat* 
tcring  circumstancea  was,  that,  almost  bcfnrv 
idte  had  been  seen  at  her  lecood  ball,  die  wait 
pronounced  to  be  decidedly  one  of  the  new 
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beaiitiM  of  the  prt-scnt  year ;  and  she  wfts  eoun 
nearly  as  much  aoufjht  after  at  Almack*s  as  eJie 
bad  been  at  Don  caster. 

Auffusta,  like  most  other  people,  had  a  Iftrge 
riiare  of  vanity  ;  ai>d  she  was  naturally  much 
gratified  by  the  tort  of  celebrity  the  bad  thus 
attainvdi  and  flattered  by  the  general  admira- 
tion the  received.  8he  <liinct-d  and  laughed 
witb  the  numerous  crowd  of  young  men  by 
vrboHi  she  was  alwayH  surrounded,  in  all  the 
gaiety  of  youthful  spirits ;  yet  there  was  only 
one  whose  preference  and  esteem  die  really 
valued,  or  wbom  she  had  ever  seriously  wished 
to  pIcOAC. 

Lady  Cart^ne  Mortimer  took  good  earc  to 
repeat  to  her,  and  often  with  con&iderablc  addi- 
tioitsatMl  exaggL-rniions,  all  i)w  cumplim«niary 
things  she  had  beard  said  of  )K-r  liehiitd  her 
back.  She  told  her  lliat  nolxxly  was  talked 
of  but  the  beautiful  Miss  Mordaunt :  and  she 
pretty  plainly  inunuated,  that  if  her  affection* 
had  not  happened  to  have  b<H-n  prcviuusly  ea- 
gogvil,  she  ntigbt  bavf  had  all  London  at  lier 
feet,  and  have  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  make 
her  own  selection  amongst  the  numberless  a»> 
pirautA  for  her  favour. 

Upoi)  one  occasion,  when  ber  ladyship  luul 
been  running  on  longvr  tluui  utuaJ  in  lhi>  way, 
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Auguitft  thoak  bcr  bead,  end  oKarrvcd  with  ■ 
mnilt,  (but  Jt  wu  >  nwlancholy  onr,)  "  that  in 
th&t  case  her  ntustioD  vould  have  been  loo 
punling;  that  her  judgmpnt  would  have  been 
flo  M6\y  eoatattti  by  the  diSrrmt  merits  of  an 
many  eoBipetitorv,  that  ah«  wm  aurt  the  vlunilJ 
never  have  been  able  to  decide  «)iicli  of  then 
she  ought  to  prefer ;  and  (hat,  after  all,  ihe 
etiould  probaUy  have  aocpptcd  none  of  them." 

Lord  DelmorG's  conduct  had  given  bcr  much 
perplrxity  and  secret  uneasiness.  Hhv  met  hitn 
cofutanlly  ;  for  liiice  (be  had  been  in  tuwn  be 
had  no  longer  avoided  Bodety,  but  had  accepted 
all  the  invitations  that  were  sent  him,  and  bad 
gone  out  everywhere  —  a  circum§taiice  whidi 
surprised  his  acquaintance  not  a  little.  Yet, 
after  the  first  time  Augusta  tuul  seen  him  at 
Lord  Eatonvillc**,  his  manner  towards  her  had 
never  been  so  naturally  wann  and  cordial  as 
formerly : — oocaaionally,  indeed,  it  became  so 
by  •hoti  atarta,  or  when  he  chanced  accident- 
ally to  be  thrown  off  his  guard  ;  but  in  general 
it  was  reserved,  and  often  absolutely  distant. 

He  rather  shunned  than  Miught  opportiinitiea 
of  talking  to  ttor;  he  was,  perhaps,  afraid  nf 
trusting  himself  to  do  ui ;  and,  at  all  events,  be 
aeemed  determined  ttot  to  commit  himself  in 
any  way. 
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I(  was  v«ry  evident  that  this  stnui^  beha- 
viour did  not  proceed  from  indiffereocv,  for  be 
followed  Miss  Mordaunl  about  like  her  Bb»> 
dow ;  his  evt?  reaieti  eonsUnt])'  u|>on  her ;  when 
she  woa  present  he  scarcely  obwf  ved  aiij'  unv 
oUe,  end  when  she  was  absent  he  appeared  m 
absorbed  in  thought  that  he  took  no  interest  in 
anything  that  was  going  forward  around  him. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  could  not  quite  understand 
Ixtrd  Delmore,  and  she  did   not  fee)  entirely 
''  MitiitJied  with  him.     She  saw  that  he  was  very 

niueh  ill  love  with  her  daughter,  and  the  alM> 
perceived  thai  he  was  now  acting  upon  a  plan. 
She  imagined  that  he  might  wish  to  subject 
AugUKta  lo  the  ordeal  of  a  >cafon  in  London 
hefort.'  he  could  awi'Tlain  if  Khc  wan  a  pert>on 
really  calculslnl  lo  render  him  happy,  or  could 
feel  *iilliciLMitly  assured  of  the  stability  of  her 
affection  to  risk  making  her  a  proposal.  She 
resolved  patiently  lo  wail  the  event,  and,  if 
things  then  continued  in  their  present  state}  tu 
requeat  tier  husb.-iiu.l  to  rep<-nt  his  invitation  to 
Lord  Delmore  when  they  all  returned  to  Mor- 
daunl.  Should  he  again  decline  accepting  it^  it 
would  be  perfectly  clear  that  he  could  have  no 
KvrJouB  intention  uf  marrying  their  daughter. 

Augusta  could  only  lose  oru'  year  by  this 
plan,  and  slie  waa  to  very  young  and  luid  su 
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many  other  admiren,  that  it  could  prove  no 
MM1  of  disadvantage  to  ber,  ercn  should  the 
wr>r«l  oonic  to  llir  vroritt. 

Mttinwhile,  in  opitc  of  all  hcrcoldoess,  Mr. 
$t8ffi>rd''a  devotion  to  MtHs  Murdauiti  Ixciunr 
eren  man  decidedly  marked  than  it  had  origin- 
ally been ;  and  her  mother,  whiue  amKKncv 
was  quite  satisfied  by  obscrriof;  that  Augusta 
berwlf  gave  him  every  fKw«ibk*  ditcuuragcinent, 
thought  that,  under  uU  circui»»Utncvt,  there 
could  Iw  no  occaaion  for  her  entering  into  any 
eiplaiiatKiin  with  bim  in  order  to  put  a  6na] 
end  to  hit  hopes.  She  therefore  remained  « 
neutral  spectator  of  bis  sltenlionB. 

The  e^-ening  after  the  sliorl  accidental  inter, 
view  between  Mra.  and  M)m  Mordaunt  and 
Mr.  Staflurd,  whicli  haw  been  already  d«Kribed, 
the  Utter  went  aa  usual  to  viiiil  I^ady  KfllOD- 
vflte  ill  her  Oper^box.  Ue  looked  depressed, 
aod  I^y  Caroline  iuimediately  taxed  him  with 
being  so.  He  attempted  to  laugh  off  the  ac-< 
cuaation ;  but  »ho  told  bim  "  it  was  in  vain  to 
deny  the  charge  to  her ;  that  site  tww  well 
enough  be  was  out  of  npiritR,  and  tliat  »he  was 
also  Rctfuainlcd  with  (he  cauve  uf  biit  divlres*.'' 

"But  do  not  he  too  much  cast  down,"  con- 
cluded abe,  in  an  encouraging  tone;  *' things 
certainly  look  a  little  dark  at  present,  yet  your 
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nfiuirs  are  by  no  meBD&  deBperate;  you  havr 
much  to  hope  from  patience  and  pcrseveronoi-. 
I  will  promise  (o  speak  a  good  irord  fur  you 
to  your  lady  love  the  very  lir*t  tiinv  I  happen 
to  Bee  her." 

**  Thank  you  for  your  kind  intention,"  replied 
Mr.  Siftfibrd,  "  but  I  believe  even  ^our  good 
offices  will  not  prove  of  much  avail.  I  saw  her 
lhi>  morning  myself— it  wa»  only  for  ii  few  nm- 
nient*,  but  when  I  toi>k  leave  of  her,  I  Hhall  nul 
easily  forget  hnw  rejoiced  ohe  apjM^red  to  g«t 
rid  of  me.  I  suspect  that  I  am  out  of  favour 
with  her  mamma  too;  Mrs.  Mordaunl  seemed 
almoflt  as  much  bored  with  my  presence  a>  her 
daughter.  I  had  always  before  fancied  that  I 
might  decidedly  consider  her  as  my  friend." 

Lady  Caroline  mused  for  a  minute  or  two. 

*'  Would  you  like  me  to  explain  the  whole 
my«tcry  tn  you  ?"  alie  «aid.  "  Vou  do  itot 
•eem  to  )>c  aware  that  you  have  a  rival.^ 

"  A  rival  y  exclaimed  Mr.  Staffurd,  almost 
starting  from  his  chair.  "  Hell  and  fury  I  who 
can  he  poxsibly  bi>  'f" 

Then  kilting  down  agsin^  he  addml  in  a 
calmer  voice, 

"  I  beg  your  pardon.  Lady  Caroline :  I  was 
»  completely  thrown  off  my  guard  by  your 
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iatvUigeoce,  tlul  1  did  not  koour  what  I  wm 
••jring." 

"  I  aMtem,"  pursued  her  ladyship,  ••  that 
your  Tioleiice  nitlicr  akrrned  me.  You  run 
Miue  risk,  too,  of  ntlnicling  tny  niotber'a  ol>> 
wrvfttioD,  u  well  u  thu  of  everybody  rlae 
wiUiin  sight  or  hwring,  in  no  vrry  plt-muutt 
nuwiKT  upon  us  both.  If  you  will  endravour 
to  conpoM  yourecir,  end  will  vngage  to  Uateo 
quietly  to  ray  »tory,  I  will  tell  it  to  tbe  rad ; 
but  if  I  am  (o  expect  a  tccond  bur»t  of  cioo' 
tioo,  I  will  Doi  say  another  word.*^ 

*'  Pray  go  00,"  coattnued  Mr.  SloiTord  in  a 
Hiffucated  tonp;  "I  wilt  be  as  imnwveable  aa 
a  sUtue." 

**  Wvll,  nut  to  keep  you  oni*  momrat  longer 
il  tuipciur,  I  iau»t  infonn  you  thai  the  kniglit- 
erraot  whoM  iludow  hai  fallen  uiniw>u9Jr  acroM 
your  path  is  no  leas  a  personage  than  our  own 
inuty  and  well-beloved  cousin,  Uonel  D*Arcy, 
Lord  Delniurc" 

*'  Lord  Dtlmore  1"  repeated  her  eumpanioii, 
In  sn  accent  of  great  attuniKhnienl. 

"  Yea,  it  it  even  to.  He  was  much  rprU,  it 
seems,  with  Augusta  when  lie  met  her  at  the 
DoDcasler  Kacea.  lie  happena  to  be  Captain 
Monlaunt's  partieular  friend  i  and  upon   this 


fouixUtioa  tJwir  mother  fonwd  the  plan  of  ihe 
prelttm  and  mo*!  scnttmrnlal  marriage  imagi- 
nable. Lonl  Deimorc  and  the  young  ladv  part- 
ed !  He  was  voiage  eDou<;h  to  foi^t  Ikt  ;  and 
lierpareois,  1  suppoM, coiiM-qui-mly  forgot  llteir 
hopos  and  expectations  of  swing  her  esubli^ed 
•t  D'Arcy.  I  Iteard  something  of  this  at  the 
rime,  but  it  had  entirely  escaped  my  niwnory, 
until  1  perceived  the  fuM  Mrs.  Mordaunt  vas 
ihrovD  into  yesterday  when  Lionel  firtt  entered 
the  room.  His  appearance  has  prohably  n- 
vired  her  former  project  in  her  miiid,  and  may 
wti\  account  for  the  diflemvce  you  remarlied  in 
ber  behaviour  towards  you.  A  corooet  i<  ah 
elegani  append^e  certainly,  but  it  is  not  an  in- 
dt»{irasable  one;  and  her  daughter  is  sufficient, 
ly  handiomo  not  to  ncvd  such  an  oniamcnt. 
She  will  ho  e\treii»e1y  foolish  if  »Ite  throw*  away 
an  advantage  that  is  within  her  gra^p  for  the 
mkc  ot  pursuing  a  rldonary  clunce ; — in  plain 
English,  if  she  give*  up  the  substance  for  the 
gbadow:  and,  wiih  all  her  worldly  wiHlom, 
tllli  )>  an  abmirdity  which  she  teems  just  at 
prcaeni  very  much  inclined  to  run  into.  Lord 
DeliHore  did,  I  hare  no  doubt,  admire  Miss 
Motdaunt  excessively !  and  he  may— indeed  I 
ihWt  that  hi.'  does— do  so  still ;  but  he  will 
never  marry  her.     I  know  every  turn  of  his 
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cbanctrr,  and  yau  dibjt  pl«e«  wmdc  reUum 
upoD   what  I  am  gdag  to  pmlirt.    H*  viU 

pouibl;  not  flirt  a  great  dral  with  AujtoMB 
bimadf,  but  be  will  walcli  Imy  Darrowljr  wfana 
riie  ia  fliniog  with  other  people ;  and  be  will 
dangle  about  after  her  with  a  moat  lorer-like 
anxiety  as  lunf;  aa  she  renuuos  in  town.  When 
the  retuma  to  Mordaunt.  he  will  eitber  go 
abroad,  or  bury  himarlf  alive  again  at  DfArcy, 
and  think  of  her  do  more.'' 

'*  Yuu  have  opeoed  my  eye*,"  mU  Ht. 
Sjtaflord  hittefly.  "to  the  very  OaUertag  cMi. 
mUioo  io  whieh  I  am  hdd  by  Mrs.  Mcmlatint; 
but  you  have  not  even  hinted,  what  i*  nf  for 
greatn-  iinpartancr  to  my  happimrM,  the  atate 
of  Mias  MordauDl'a  MntioiciiU  tovardi  me.  I 
lUppose  I  may  eaiily  gucae  that  she  ta  Iw 
dutiful  MA  to  prefer  anybody  her  mother  thiaka 
proper  to  appmre- 

"  If  I  muu  apeak  candidly,"  replied  Lwly 
Carolbe,  "  I  eonfeas  I  am  afraid  that  at  tfala 
mooicai  she  considers  my  eouuu  far  qiore 
agreeable  llian  all  oilier  people  ;  but  the  brttar 
alic  likea  him  nuw,  tlie  deeper  will  be  her  re- 
aeMmeot  agaiuat  him  soueUirvr  or  four  months 
hence,  when  alie  di»oover>  thai,  inxtead  of  aeri- 
uualy  intending  to  marry  her,  he  ho*  only  bcieu 
makiog  a  fool  of  her.    All  that  you  bavi-  to  du, 
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Id  the  ncAD  vrliile,  is  to  affect  not  to  perceive 
Lord  Dcltnorc's  nltcntions  to  her,  or  to  under- 
stand hcT  own  frigidity  to  yours^t;  but  to 
coniinuv  to  treat  ht.>r  with  unrar^g  and  wwl- 
duous  devotioo.  If  jou  can  have  sufficient 
patience  and  telf-command  (openteTCre  &te«diljr 
ill  thia  course,  1  Hhall  he  greatly  mifitalcea  if 
you  do  not  find  that,  long  before  ihjii  <lny  year, 
Mifa  Mordaunt  will  be  verr  veil  inclined  to  re- 
ward your  constancy :  and  that  her  mamma  will 
be  ready  enough  to  commend  her  for  doing  so. 
Now  do  not  fail,  after  you  go  hoDw  (o-night,  to 
think  over  rory  carefully  all  (hat  I  have  just 
said  to  you;  weigh  my  adricc  attentively  in 
your  mind ;  and  then  thank  your  linppy  fortune 
for  having  given  you  so  good  a  friend  and 
couniellor  as  Lady  Caroline  Mortimer.*' 

She  tuul  scarcely  concluded  thene  words,  and 
lier  auditor  hod  not  hod  lime  to  make  her  any 
reply,  when  the  subject  of  their  ooovcTMlion, 
Lord  Delmore  himtK-lf,  came  into  the  box. 
Both  he  aitd  Mr.  Stolford  ^ta^cd,  and  ex- 
chniftcd  a  haiity  glance  of  angry  defiance. 

Ai  ibe  Utter  did  not  at  that  particular  in- 
atant  deoira  to  remain  longer  in  his  lordthip't 
society,  he  wished  I<ady  Kidonvillc  and  her 
daughters  good  nigiit,  and  left  the  field  opea 
tot  his  rival,  to  listen  in  his  turn  to  the  artful 
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insiauatians  ot  liu  mitefaicfoiw  aad  dt^p««M 
oouaa. 

Mr.  Staffonl  wan  hi  apt  la  br  taflacwad  hy 
ibe  opinions  of  otbrris  tlut  he  iboogtit  Bocb 
Hon  highly  of  Mia  Mordauot  aRer  hr  besrd 
ibat  Lord  l>i-lmore  hwl  bren  in  love  wHh  brr. 
The  decided  prrferaKr  ihiu  pubUdv  dtspl^td 
by  ■  penoo  of  bJs  ruk  and  pacuHari;  rvdnrfrv 
latte,  wemed  conpkteljr  to  unctioo  ibv  pro- 
priety and  excellence  of  hi*  ova  cboio;  lad 
he  exulted  in  anticipation  in  the  triinnpb  be 
ihouUl  feel  if  be  succrcdcd  in  carnriD^  off  the 
prise  fron  such  ■  catnpetilor. 

He  was  dcUgfattd,  too>  to  perari«c  bow  moA 
Augusta  was  the  fiuldoa  io  London,— to  bear 
her  beauty  talked  of  by  every  cxk, — Io  noiarfc 
that  thnae  wbo  did  not  know  her  were  anxious  to 
laake  her  acquaintance, — and  to  be  frnjiicady 
Mtd  that  no  ball  wa*  (.ttDsidend  «Mnt  if  tbe 
handaome  Mita  MonUuni  was  not  our  of  tbe 
dancers. 

H(  faucied  she  bad  acquired  a  better  manner, 
a  RUMV  diuioguishcd  air,  than  the  pBucisnd 
when  he  bad  neea  ber  io  the  country:  and 
wbibt  be  admiral  ber  if  poaail>le  twice  aa  mnefa 
IS  he  had  origiaalty  dooe,  he  became  ever^ 
hour  more  dmperatdy  anxioun  to  be  able  tw 
prevail  upon  ber  to  accept  his  hand. 
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Ue  rested  much  hope  in  the  view  Lady 
Caroline  Mortimer  had  taken  of  his  cam  ;  and, 
mortir^ing  as  such  a  system  must  have  proved 
to  all  his  feelings,  he  finuly  determined  to  pur- 
sue exMtly  the  line  of  conduct  she  had  pointed 
out  to  him. 

\>'eek  succeeded  week,  and  while  Augusta 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  repel  Mr.  Stnfflord's  at- 
tentions, Ivord  ])elniore\  behaviour  toward* 
her  grew  more  and  mure  strange  ai>d  distant. 
Her  pride  was  piqued,  her  feelings  were  wound- 
ed. She  heard  herself  constantly  praised  and 
flattered  as  the  idol  of  uiiivemnl  ndmirulion,  and 
she  began  lo  fed  very  indignant  at  lieing  treat- 
ed with  caprice  or  neglect — sometimes  almost 
with  incivility — by  the  only  person  she  had 
ever  given  Iierwelf  the  least  trouble  to  attempt 
to  plcue. 

"  It  is  very  mean-spirited,"  she  fretjuently 
said  to  herself,  '*  to  continue  to  care  for  one 
who  evidently  has  ceaaed  to  care  for  tnc."  And 
had  sJic  really  cntrriuned  a  conviction  that 
iihe  hod  l>eoi>mi?  indiflerenl  lo  him,  she  would 
probahly  have  tried  in  good  earnest  to  return 
him  the  compliment :  but  jnal  whm  his  manner 
had  been  mtwt  pointe<lly  mortifying,  there  was 
always  Mime  trifling  vircumstatKe,  some  ud- 
guanlwl  word*  which  disanneci  her  reseotmenl, 
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and  pcntuded  b«r  that  she  wu  ctill  accntlj 
dear  lo  hint. 

In  Mn-  Mordaunt's  opinioD  all  pnMpvct  of 
Lord  Detmare's  niUTjrtag  bar  dM^er  bad 
now  become  hopdeas,  and  ibe  atlunBjr  tA 
that  be  bad  acted  rerj  nDaonhiljr.  Sbe  took 
BD  Opportunity  of  tdting  AugtuU  that  the  vaa 
quite  tun,  from  hi*  maanert  that  be  had  ao 
matrioKioi^  intentions;  and  the  frnfucntly 
cootriTed.asif  acddentallv,  locuatraM  hi*  coo- 
duct  with  that  of  Hr.  Stafford. 

t7pon  these  oceasJotu  Miss  Mordauni  never 
tried  lo  Attend  him ;  indeed,  in  nioiDent&  of  irri' 
tation,  she  had  aometirart  been  tempted  lo  do 
the  aane  thio^  hrrH-tf.        , 

Lad;  Caroline  Mortimer  conHantljr  Moud 
to  her  tbai  Lord  Di-ltnore'i  excessive  jealouay 
waa  die  real  cauwr  uf  hi*  exiratmlinary  and  uti> 
gracious  behaviour ;  and  sbe  ooutd  nut  help 
thinking  with  pain  and  alarm,  that  if  it  could 
in  truth  bo  thts  unhappjr  pawoa  which  made 
hint  w  nnmsonable  and  diaagreesUe  aa  a  lover, 
how  very  inauffcrable  it  would  be  Ukdy  to 
render  bitn  »  a  huUiand. 

It  happened  that  Dr.  Stanley  was  requested 
lo  cotiK  up  to  town  to  officiate  at  a  marriage 
whidi  was  sliuut  to  talce  place  in  the  Cunily  of 
ODC  of  his  old  friend*.    His  daughters  accom- 

vol.  t.  II 
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panied  Itiiu  in  thit  journey ;  and  the  day  after 
their  arrival  in  LondoD,  b«  acddeolatly  mel 
Mr.  Mordaunt  in  the  street. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  was  bored  at  being  oblij^ 
to  go  and  call  upon  the  Mii«  Stanley*,  and  Mill 
more  so  at  feeling  that  it  was  nece«»ary  to  ask 
them  and  their  father  to  dinner. 

She  did  not  find  the  young  ladies  at  home, 
but  the  invitation  she  left  for  them  was  accepted. 
Several  people  of  his  own  standing  were  »el«ct> 
od  to  mevt  Dr.  Stanley ;  and  Mr.  Stafford  and 
two  or  three  other  fashionable  young  men  were 
to  complete  the  party. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  appoinled  for  the 
dinner,  Mn.  Mordaunt  had  more  engagement* 
than  the  could  attempt  to  manage:  she  in- 
tended to  go  rather  early  to  a  fine  assembly, 
and  afterwards  to  a  very  smart  ball. 

Augusta  was  not  sorry  to  think  that  I^ura 
would  see  her  in  her  dancing  attire;  and  she 
unliciitalcd,  with  n  kind  of  plvmsurahle  vanity, 
tho  asionishinenl  Uvt  country  neighbour  woutil 
feel  when  she  gave  Iter  an  acoounl  of  all  her 
London  gaieties,  and  the  surprise  with  which 
she  woidd  listen  to  the  sort  of  conversation  (so 
new  to  her)  which  she  would  bo  likely  to  hear 
At  her  father's  tabic. 

Mi»  Mordaunt's  ball^dress  was  beautiful; 
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ibc  ortMuncnU  ibe  wore  were  bnUJani  and 
highly  fuhioiuble ;  her  toikt  wm  finUhMl  in 
^(xxl  time,  um),  bt^ore  the  vretit  down  Htdn, 
she  surveyed  herself  in  her  mirror  fruin  Iwad 
to  f<x>t  with  a  feeling  of  triumphant  satit- 
faction. 

When  the  Mi«t  Slanlev*  made  their  appear- 
ance, however,  they  both  loolted  no  extremely 
lady-lilte,  thai  nhe  wan  half-aHltamed  of  hAvioft 
expected  to  dazzle  them  with  her  owu  ooMume: 
•he  could  not  help  grenlly  admiring  the  elegant 
nrnplicity  of  Laura's  dress,  and  thioking  liow 
particularly  becoming  it  was  to  her. 

'<  Who  is  that  very  pretty  girl  you  have  just 
bMO  talking  to,  Mi»i  Mordaunt  f"  whiKpored 
Sir  Charles  Parker,  &  voung  baronet  of  large 
fortune,  who  had  conw  in  rather  late.  "She 
has  not,  I  £u«pect,  been  much  out  yet;  1  have 
never  seen  her  before." 

"  No,"  replied  Augutta  ;  **  ulie  ii  very  young, 
and  you  cannot  have  met  her  in  town.  Her 
name  ih  fttanlev— Miss  Laura  Stanley ;  the  w 
the  Mcond  daughter  of  the  Rector  of  Mor- 
dauoL" 

**  Laura  Stanley,"  repealed  Sir  Charles;  "the 
name  accords  well  with  tho  person  who  beara 
it.     is  she  to  remain  Irxig  to  town  i" 

*'  Only  about  a  fortnight,  I  believfe.     It  is  a, 
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sad  pity  that  she  should  go  b>ck  bo  kxmi,  to  be 
btirinl  alive  in  a  little  country  village.  Shall  I 
introdtKc  you  to  her?" 

The  offV-r  was  thankfully  accepted,  and  Mis* 
Mordaum  [x-rctrivnl,  that  in  spile  of  all  her 
boasted  beauty  and  advanta^rn,  there  wan  one 
at  least  of  her  own  p«irticular  set  who  admired 
Laura  more  than  herself. 

After  dinner,  Augusta  toc4i  her  young  com* 
panion  into  a  little  dn wing-room,  which  slie 
considered  as  peculiarly  npproprinicd  to  tier: 
it  enntained  her  pianoforte,  her  drawings,  hcr 
embroidery-framc.  Here  it  wait  that  slw  re> 
ceived  Iter  lestons  of  music ;  ami  here  tlie  retired 
to  turn  over  tiK  [Mgcs  of  a  new  novel,  or  to 
amu«e  herM-lf  by  Htudying  the  list  of  engag»- 
nienis,  and  examining  the  viuting-book,  when- 
ever Mrs.  Mordaunt  happened  to  be  occupied 
with  more  important  concerns. 

Laura  Bidmired  this  room :  she  thought  it 
very  preity,  yet,  according  to  her  ideas,  it  look* 
•d  mther  comfortless :  and  she  )uid  hevcr  seen 
aoy  place  *»  thoroughly  untidy. 
.  Augusta  showed  her  an  unfiniabed  miniature 
of  herself. 

"  Mammn  predicts,"  said  site,  *'  (hat  It  will 
be  a  %-ery  strong  hkeoess;  but  of  that  i  can  of 
course  be  no  judge." 
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Sht  then  dilated  upon  the  horrible  anooy- 
ance  of  sitting  for  a  picture. 

'  It  niuat  be  very  disagreeable,  certainly." 
obWTved  Laura.  "  I  sup]M»e,  too,  that  your 
time  is  very  mtu:)i  taken  up  in  other  ways." 

AugiKta  ri'latcd  in  what  manDcr  the  gene- 
rally passed  her  clay»,  and  dcecnbed  miouti-ly 
the  M>rt  of  life  ^he  hatl  been  spending  sioce  her 
arriral  in  town. 

"  It  is  extremely  pleasant,  undoubtwlly,"  con- 
cluded slie;  "  yet  at  the  same  lime  it  i*  a  little 
fatiguing." 

"  I  believe  that  /  should  find  it  to,"  coo- 
Urur]  I^iira,  with  a  umilc;  **  but  I  am  sure  il 
seems  to  have  agrn^  «ith  yi^ir.  I  tlxiught, 
when  I  first  met  you  to-day,  that  1  had  never 
seen  you  looking  half  so  well." 

Hiss  Mordaunt  was  gratified  by  the  eompli- 
roent  thus  paid  to  her  appearance,  and  the  more 
to  becanae  she  knew  that  it  was  sincere.  Hit 
auditor,  wbow  character  waa  perfeclly  free 
(nrni  jealduay  of  every  kind,  had  Unteoed  with 
iDlrrcst  and  amusement  to  the  animated  details 
she  had  given  her  of  all  her  proceedings;  and 
though  si>c  was  shocked  by  tlH'  vanity  »l»e  I>e- 
traycd  in  tliese  accounts,  iihe  felt  good-na^ 
tutedly  rejoiced  to  hear  that  she  had  so  very 
much  enjoyed  the  constant  succession  of  gaielica 
which  had  fallen  to  her  share. 
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*'  I  am  rtry  wny  you  are  Dot  going  to  stay 
here  longer,"  retnarkwl  August*,  after  a  pause. 
**I  date  «ay  I  could  have  contrived  to  have 
got  you  invitation*  to  wvcnil  vi-ry  pleasant 
things ;  and  at  any  rate,  (  should  have  been 
too  happy  to  have  introduced  you  to  some  of 
uiy  partners. — By  the  way,  how  did  you  like 
your  neighbour  at  dinner — Sir  Charlet  Pnrkcr  ? 
I  thought  he  swmed  to  be  very  mudi  capti- 
Tftted  with  yoM :  I  assure  you  he  is  considered 
an  excellent  parii ;  he  is  rery  rich,  very  much 
ihe  fashion,  and  he  waltzv»  most  beautil^ully  !~ 

"  Since  he  po«»CKM-s  all  thne  rccomn>it>da- 
tMna,"  rapltcd  Laura  Uughing,  "  I  ought  to 
think  myself  greatly  honoured  by  h.tvii^  at- 
tracted bis  notice.  As  1  shall  probably  nev«r 
meet  him  again,  it  i»  fortunate  that  the  impre** 
aion  he  ha*  mad«  upon  nt  is  not  a  very  deep 
line.'" 

At  this  moment  a  servant  cane  to  infonn 
Mis«  Mordaunt  that  coffee  wa>  wailing. 

"  I  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  your  converaa> 
tion,  young  ladies,"  said  her  nwlher,  when  she 
and  Laura  entcretl  the  drawing-room  ;  "  but  it 
ia  growing  rather  late.  Conte  here,  Augusta ;  I 
just  want  to  see  if  all  your  curN  are  Htill  in 
their  right  jtUces."  And,  ox  vhe  concluded 
tbccc  wortts,  she  ali^ily  altered  the  po»iiiuo 
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one  of  lh«  artificial  fiotrvrt  ia  Iter  tUughler'e 
liair. 

Dr.  Sunlcy  had  ordered  hit  carriags  in  wry 
good  time:  but  Ik  had  fiHiniJ  the  party  to  pl««> 
MDt,  that  he  was  sorry  when  it  wa>  announced ; 
and  Sir  Charles  Parker  seemed  aUo  very  much 
of  opinion  that  there  could  be  no  occasion  for 
bis  hurrying  away  his  dauffhterA  quite  so  soon. 
•*  Where  arc  you  |;oing  to-night?"  inquired 
be,  a»  Ldtura  rose  to  d«.^rt. 

"  We  have  no  other  engagement-" 
"  And  to-morrow  ni^t  f 
"  TtKHKUTow,  I  believe,  we  are  to  go  to  the 
opera.     1  have  never  been  there  before,  and  I 
expect  to  be  very  much  smu^d." 

"  Oh,  you  will  be  delighted  !"  exclaimed  Sir 
Charles.  *'  I  shall  ciidi-avour  to  find  out  your 
box :  1  hope  you  will  allow  me  to  vi^t  you 
there." 

The  baronet  was  as  good  as  his  word ;  >>e  went 
TCrjr  early  to  the  opera,  and  he  speedily  disco- 
vand  Laurn  and  livr  Mxler  in  otw  of  die  centre 
boxe*.  It  was  tl>«  wife  of  Dr.  Stanley's  friend 
who  had  offered  to  become  their  chaperon ;  and 
as  Sir  Charles  was  slightly  acquainted  nilh  this 
lady,  tw  felt  no  awkwardnet*  in  joining  llieir 
party. 
He  seated  himself  by  Laura,  and  while  he 
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told  her  the  nsnwx  of  th«  diftcrmt  perrormer 
poinU^  uiit  (heirnieri(!(,  un(l«xj>tnin<H)  theolory 
of  thtf  opera  unci  bullet,  he  was  much  enter- 
tained aod  delifijhted  hy  the  na'ivele  of  her  re- 
marks, the  pleasure  with  which  »he  listened  ta 
tlic  miisic,  and  the  astonisliment  ^hc  expressed 
at  the  danrih};.  He  found  his  jxiMtion  »o  agree- 
able, that  he  never  left  it  until  the  curlBia  drop. 
ped ;  and  tl>cn  he  could  not  do  leas  than  request 
Mi»A  Laura  Stanley  would  permit  him  (o  take 
care  of  her  to  the  carriage. 

As  the  ladies  drove  from  the  door  of  the  Opera- 
bouec,  the  chaperon  observed  that  *'  Sir  Charles 
Parker  was  a  remarkably  plesMnt,  Knsible 
young  man." 

*'  Yes,  he  appears  to  be  very  much  so,"  an- 
swered Miss  Stanley. 

"  You  have  probably  knownhim  mme  lime  ?~ 

"  We  met  him  at  dinner  yesterday  at  Mr. 
Monlaunt'a." 

Whatever  their  friend  tnif^ht  think,  »he  Mid 
no  more  upon  the  subject :  hut  the  next  day 
Mio*  Stanley  found  an  opportunity  of  telling 
her  that  Sir  Charles  was  quite  a  new  acquainU 
ance  to  (hem,  and  of  asking  her  con fidcnii ally 
what  sort  of  perwn  he  really  was.  Their  kind 
friend  mw  at  once  the  im-«ning  of  these  (]ues- 
liuM;   but  without  pretending  (o  understand 
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the  anftwen  she  wu  nuUfd  to  gi*r  wtrt 
extrtndy  mxiActory. 

Thtxaondng  aftrrth^  Mt«i  Stanley* hid  bno 
at  the  open.  Lady  Kritunrtllc  and  b«r  d«ti|^ 
lera  ca]h:d  upoQ  Mr*.  MordauDt:  cod,  undirra 
pretence  of  wishing  to  look  at  brr  picture. 
Lady  CsroliDe  Io<A  Augusta  aaid«. 

"  Augusta,  my  dear,'  »\iv  cxclanaed,  "  I 
have  the  most  extranrdtnary  piece  of  newt  tt> 
tell  you :  your  country  frieod,  Mi»s  Lucy  or 
Laura  Stanley,  (I  never  can  recollect  her  name,) 
has  toade  a  eooquest  of  Sir  l^haHes  Parker. 
He  fell  in  love  with  her  at  first  aigbtf  it  huib. 
He  met  her  at  dinner  here,  did  he  not  ?  Last 
ni^l  he  was  with  her  at  the  opera,  where,  1  am 
assured,  the  case  was  so  deiperaie  that  he  neTtrr 
left  her  side  for  a  single  inttant." 

•*  Ho  certainly  Bpftcarcil  rery  much  Urucb 
with  Laura,"  rrplied  Miss  MortUiinl,  "  wh*-n 
they  dined  together  with  us ;  but  1  had  no  idea 
that  tliingv  would  have  gone  on  so  rapidly.  It 
would  he  a  delightful  match  for  her,  aod  I  sia- 
eerely  hope  that  it  may  take  place." 

*'  It  would  indeed  be  a  marvellous  stroke 
of  good  Ibrtune.  But  tell  me  candidly,  Au- 
gusta, do  you  think  that  Miss  Laura  Stanley  is 
a  kin<l  of  pereoo  who  eould  easily  catch  the 
msDnera  of  tlic  world, — In  short,  who  could 
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acquit  her&etf  sattsfactoHly  in  the  ftort  of  society 
to  which  she  would  be  introduced  if  she  were  to 
become  the  wife  of  Sir  Chnrlrs  Parker  r" 

"  I  have  no  doubt  that  she  could :  licr  man- 
tier  iH  yet  i|uite  unformeil,  but  it  ■>  very  elc^nt 
and  lady-like;  and  the  iraprension  her  bt^uty 
has  now  made  upon  Sir  Charles  confirms  all  I 
have  formerly  said  of  it." 

"  Wellt"  continued  her  ladytihip,  rather  tmp«< 
tiently,  "  I  suppose  I  muxt  admit  that  ll»e  ha* 
ronet  tuu  Khown  exoellenl  taste  and  judgment, 
and  that  I  shall  be  quite  singular  if  1  do  not  ad- 
mire his  choice.  Yet  I  own  I  cannot  help  being 
exei-M.>vcly  provokfd  wh«i  I  «ec  a  young  man 
like  him  snapped  up  in  thia  way  by  a  httle  coun- 
try girl,  with  nothing  in  the  world  but  a  pretty 
face  to  recommend  her,  while  such  numbers  of 
handsome  people  of  one's  own  net — young  la- 
dles who  po»acM  every  |x»isible  pretension— are 
{Ms^d  over  with  disregard,  and  remain  seaxKi 
after  season  unmarried." 

In  this  short  conversation  Lady  Caroline  be- 
trayed rather  more  of  her  real  feelings  than  she 
had  )>erhapM  exactly  intcniled  to  do.  She  was 
afiL-rn'ords  sorry  she  had  expressed  so  strongly 
ber  disapprobation  of  Sir  Charles  Parker's  ma- 
trimonial views,  particularly  whvn  »hc  disco- 
vered  (liat  the  danger  sJie  had  apgjrx-hcnded  for 
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hiiu,  if  not  endrdy  it  an  end,  wtt  M 
the  preseot  susprodcd. 

In  walking  botne  from  tbe  opm, 
too  mucb  of  Lxura  to  altrad  Id  hii  i 
upon  th«  wet  pavcnenl,  tbe  huooet't  bat  dip- 
ped, and  be  *pnunnl  hi«  nUe  Tcrjr  Mvaaljr. 
A*  tbi*  unluckjr  aocideol  pnTiiil«d  htt  ktrfag 
I  Ik  bouse  for  woie  time,  he  felt  he  had  ae 
ehaoce  of  oieeting  the  Miu  Stanley  ^^o  b^ 
Aire  tbey  returned  to  the  eonntr; :  aad  be  had 
the  additional  mortiScatioB  of  rcflvctiag  thM 
Ltura  would  probabljT  never  hew  of  what  had 
bcppened  to  bim. 

His  auppoatioo  prarvd,  bowcw,  moMOWi 
u  &li»  Mordaoot  ialbciDed  bv,  with  man;  ■■- 
oeDUUion*,  of  hi*  cruel  miudventure,  aad  a>> 
■tifvd  ber  be  was  reported  to  be  quite  am  dan- 
poir  at  being  deprived  of  tbe  poMibilily  «f  ■»- 
iogher. 

The  nurriiige  at  *bicb  Dr.  Stanley  bad  been 
mamonvd  to  imnn  took  place  al  tbe  apfnalid 
period.  Laura  was  requested  to  be  one  of  tbe 
bride-coaids :  and  bMb  sisters  were  invited  to 
accompany  tbe  wedding  party  to  church,  aad 
alM  to  witness  flu  tmiWtaMiieart of  the  fimily 
of  the  happy  pair  ai  the  bradcfast  which  was 
given  after  the  cennoony  was  over. 

Dr.  Stanley's  bu«incH  was  txw  ooocluded; 
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he  had  nolhittg  to  detain  him  in  town ;  nnd 
•"htn  he  took  Ltturn  linck  I4>  Mnrdniiiii,  site 
felt  (|uil&  fts  happVi  A'"'  mutiml  all  her  i>ccu- 
patiiMis  nnd  amusements  there  with  Bs  much 
|}|easure  and  interest,  as  if  s)to  had  never  left 
home. 

The  rrooUection  of  Sir  Charlex  Parker  sel- 
dom croKf«d  her  imagination.  She  ooidd  not 
l>e  ignornnl  of  the  circumslunoc  of  hix  having 
luhniretl  her  in  no  common  d«!gree,  and  nhe  had 
alio  been  made  fully  au-are  of  all  l)»e  advan- 
tages that  were  proroi&ed  her  from  such  an 
alliance;  jret,  when  the  baronet  did  happen  to 
occur  to  her  thoughtc,  she  cerlainty  fell  no 
regret  at  havin)*  been  preventi-d  *c«iig  htm 
more  frequently  i  her  only  (wrmw  was  ocea- 
sioned  by  the  cause  which  had  so  suddenly 
broken  olT  their  acquaintance. 

During  one  of  their  morning  visits  at  Mrs. 
MordauntX  the  Miss  Stanley*  accidentally  met 
Lady  CKtonvillc  and  her  daughter*.  I>nurn 
imn)c«liatety  became  nn  object  of  great  curiooily 
lo  Lady  Caroline,  who  eyed  her  from  head  to 
foot  with  «o  keenly  scrutiniting  a  glance,  that 
«bo  made  bir  fwl  quite  uncomforlnblc.  Lady 
Agttet,  who  peretfired  her  embarra«->uieflt  and 
waa  vexed  at  her  usier's  indvtlity,  good-na- 
turedly allL-mpted  lo  relieve  Laura  by  calling 
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ber  altentJoo  to  aome  work  wluch  chuiccd  to  bm 
Ijring  upon  the  table. 

Tbe  kindoew  of  bcr  muinn-  »■■  vrry  ea~ 
courikgiDg :  they  cnterr<l  into  oun*i-natia»,  kimI 
bMMM  m  mulunlly  plnuod  with  nch  other, 
that,  when  they  [HUleri,  Iiady  Agat*  yxpmwnj 
a  hope,  '*  that  ae  Mordaunl  was  oo<  very  tar 
dktant  from  Estonvilk-  Castle,  tbay  ought  nwtrl 
■gain  in  th<'  country.' 

After  what  Lord  Delmpre  had  said  about 
hi*  jroungcst  couuo,  Au^tta  bad  felt  extremely 
deainnu  to  form  «  friendship  with  bn- :  but 
Lady  Caroline  artfully  conirived  to  |i(«ironl  bcr 
being  able  to  do  to.  Wbeoever  thu  hw  bcr 
UMer  and  Miw  Mordaunt  talking  togcthier,  the 
Middeoly  recollected  that  she  bad  Botaething 
very  particular  to  say  to  the  laltira-:  she  often* 
in  a  joking  manner,  turned  I^dy  Agnvs  into 
ridicule  before  her  face ;  and  if  ibe  happi-ocd 
not  to  be  pmeni,  *l>e  laughed  unmercifully  at 
the  strange  and  precise  foncieG  of  ber  "  good, 
quiet  n&ter." 

By  d«grm»  Augusta  began  to  think  that* 
with  all  her  amiable  qualities,  I^y  Agne*: 
certainly  was  a  little  vtupid,  and  very  unlike 
tbe  rest  of  iHe  world,  Shr  fanned  that  the 
peculiuritics  of  her  character  might  perhaps  in 
tamt  meaaure  be  attributed  to  tbe  early  dis- 


penon  if  sbe  bad  been  bum  io  a  mura 
station. 

In  the  bcginniDg  of  ihetr  acquainlaDc 
Agnes  tuid  met  all  Augusta's  advance 
very  gratifying  warmth,  and  had,  in  sh 
poarcd  to  wiiih  to  like  her,  and  to  lie  1 
her  in  return.  But  aAcr  alio  had  set 
of  her,  her  manner  lovrord*  her  bccoi 
ably  colder ;  ithe  always  Irested  her  wit 
ncM  and  good-nature,  but  it  was  evide 
she  neither  sought  her  intimacy  nor  fount 
sure  in  her  society. 

Lady  Mary  Carrington,  on  the  contrary 
every  opportunity  of  making  herself  agi 
to  Miss  MordauQt,  and  of  oonciliatin 
affeclion.  She  flattered  her  vanity,  by  ini 
ing  how  very  much  sbe  was  adniin-d  bye 
and  tiw  laid  claim  to  her  grntiiudv  b; 
•Untly  telling  Iter  how  very  fond  of  b 
was  herself.     81ie  invited  lier  and  her  i 
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Uon  to  do  io ;  and  id  ■  rer^r  iban  tlinr  AoguMm 
bftouae  aliuoat  u  mud)  lite  with  L«dj  Kuy, 
u  the  had  origiDalW  bem  with  her  iiaUr,  hmiy 
Caroltne. 

Periiaps  Miss  Monlaunl  night  be  ibo  nurr 
wfltiog  to  fiod  benelf  frequsilljr  indudnj 
anongM  her  ladviihip'a  guesu,  becaiue  •he 
katw  thjit  she  was  pretty  sura  ofBodng  Lord 
Drhnon-  at  her  houte. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Msny  ■  niihvriii^  dioagbl  )1m  bU— oot 

In  foila  ibu  Itaat  bcfil  vho  wnr  ibem  rouol. 

LoKo  0 

Bitter,  biiiei  Me  tlie  t«ir» 

or  hid  who  iligtiMd  lov«  bewaib. 
«  •  •  »  • 

Ilcn  wn  the  jmafi  of  wouodtd  priJp, 
Of  btaattd  bepe,  of  wlihcrcil  jo^r- 

A  Ui 

The  season  vas  now  far  Advanced,  and  i 
parties  and  breskXasta  had  long  begun, 
Mr.  and  Mr&.  Mordaunt  and  their  dau 
were  asked  to  join  a  large  party  of  thdi 
ticular  friends,  who  iiitt-ndi-d  to  go  (iow 
water  t4>  Kichmgiid,  and  to  dinv  at  li^ 
Island. 

Agreeable  as  the  programme  of  (bis  ea 
tioB  might  sound,  they  had  various  reasoi 
lini»  U>  *- '  •     •         ••      " 
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(luring  (he  «e«k  in  which  the  fmrty  in  questian 
was  to  take  frfsoe,  bcr  moihcr  th(>uf*ht  ibc  bad 
enough  to  do  without  fatiguing  hcrwif  in  the 
morning. 

Mia  Slotdauot,  however,  wa«  by  no  mmw 
hidiDed  to  acquiesce  cheerfully  in  the  declKton 
which  had  been  thus  made  for  her.  She  wn 
exccnively  diaappnoted  at  not  being  allowed 
to  go  to  Richnocid ;  her  two  gnat  alUm,  Lady 
Cvultne  ^fortimcr  and  Lady  Mary  Carriiigton, 
had  been  the  chief  promoters  of  the  plan,  and 
Lord  Delmore  had  promiaed  to  nstiet  ibrni  in 
arranging  it. 

It  wa«  probably  the  knowledge  of  this  latter 
drcumtlancc  whtcli  finully  iiidiiri.il  Mn.  Mar* 
daunt  to  determine  that  her  dnughtrr  would  be 
better  at  home,  and  to  tun  a  dnif  ear  to  all 
her  lamentation!  and  remonntrancv*  upon  the 
subject. 

The  night  before  the  projected  water-party, 
Auguita  did  not  come  home  until  rerylate; 
and  she  had  tired  herself  so  completely  with 
dancing,  that  it  wu  poit  eleven  o'clock  the  fol- 
lowing morning  whi-n  kIk-  first  wakened  from 
her  sleep.  Her  ii\eM  were  still  rntlKr  eotifused, 
but  %\ie  roused  herself  a%  well  at  ihe  could ; 
and,  before  she  beg&n  her  toilet,  nhe  walked  tn 
the  window  to  peep  at  the  weather.    The  lun 


""FReTurhert  fier  head,  irid  !HI  if 
f;ood  humour  when  her  eye  rcsivil 
simple  mustin  gown  which  had  beet 
for  her.  She  was  far  from  beinf;  ii 
lo  go  down  stairs,  and  she  was  not  i 
half  dressed  when  her  maid  brought  h 
petfumed  note  directed  in  a  scrawUi 
and  infonncd  her  that  Lady  Mary  Cat 
srrvant  was  waiting  for  an  answer. 

AugtisTn  tore  opm  the  seal  of  thiA  in 
billet,  and  found  thjit  it  ooDtained  thi 
ing  words : — 


1 


**  My  durbst  Acorsri, 
"  Caroline's  cold  is  become  so  mui 
since  Vestcrday.  that  she  is  obliged  hi 
going  to  Kichniond.  It  is  vory  prov< 
wish  extremely  to  induce  yffu  lo  accon 
in  her  place.  Do  you  think  you  can 
iftlrs.  Mordauul  to  be  kind  enough  (o  ' 


having  carefully  stu<li«l  the  sentimeii 
cwrresiJonrleiit,  "  niiicc  you  are  so  t 
iJeurouB  to  be  included  in  thi«  party, 
write  Lady  Mary  word,  tliut  I  shal] 
happy  to  let  you  go  witli  her  to  I 
to-day." 

Then  re-perusing  the  note,  she  ad([ 
think  you  had  better  not  give  up  Lady 
boll;— she  has  b<.-cn  particularly  civi 
about  her  invitAltuniL" 

"Thank  you,  mainnia,  a  thoutand  tl 
your  kindness,"  eselnimotl  Auguslo. 
do  just  as  you  plca»c  about  the  ball : 
if  it  was  left  to  my  own  choice,  1  sho 
tainly  very  niuch  prefer  going  to  the 
We  went  to  Lady  Hunter's  first  Inll,  yoi 
she  has  bul  a  small  Imiisc,  and  it  is  al 
crowded,  that  I  dure  say  ^le  woulc 
rather  have  our  room  than  our  compi 
evening.'*  
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your  putting  poor  Lady  Huoltr  to  tnemive. 
nience  by  adding  to  the  number  of  brr  puc«u ; 
and,  a»  far  u  I  am  conceracd,  I  ihall  not  be 
u>rry  tu  liavtr  a  quiet  niglit  uf  mt  Bui  the 
tDofiH-tite  an-  pnctou* :  It  it  high  tini«  fur  you 
to  oouaklcr  aliout  your  toilet.  The  first  thing 
you  luve  to  do,  i»  tu  write  and  despatch  your 
aiuiwer  to  Lady  Mary  ;  and,  in  the  aii-an  while, 
I  will  deidre  t)tat  your  bmkfast  may  be  mat 
up  to  you  in  yuur  own  room." 

A»  auuo  a»  Miw  Mordaunt'H  breakfast  vai 
concluded,  a  vouoci]  vat  held  upon  her  dmar 
which,  after  wnne  diacuuion,  was  settled  very 
much  to  ber  own  aod  her  mottkcr's  aatisfaiction. 
She  was  in  hifth  spirits ;  and  as  the  do  longcrr 
felt  any  inclination  to  dawdle  over  her  loikt,  it 
was  aeootaplielK-d  so  rspcditJously,  that  sbe  waa 
quite  ready  before  Lady  Mary  CarriDgtoo'*  car* 
riagi-  arrived  to  fetch  ber. 

\\'hi:»  the  sluppeil  at  Mr.  Carrinf^ton'i  door, 
a  »er*ant  came  forwanl  lo  tell  ber,  "he  had 
been  ordered   by  Lady  Mary  to  request  ab*' 
would  walk  Id  fur  a  fww  motnenla,  aa  her  Udy-- 
ship  wa*  Dot  yet  cun>e  dovia  stairs" 

AuguilA  thought  iM-t  friend  very  idle;  auil 
iu  hvr  imputiftiue  tn  wt  uiit  u[K)I)  their  expedi- 
tion, iAk  frnrvtl  tbcy  would  U-  vxln-tudy  late, 
Sh«  was  ahuwn  into  the  drawing-room,  whurc 


Post,"  in  the  expvcttition  of  reading 
aame  Among  (he  list  of  dislinguishv* 
al  llic  preceding  evening's  VwiU ;  t>ut 
scarcely  glanced  Iter  eye  over  the  t 
Hues  of  ihc  article  entitled  "  Fashion 
gagctncnts,"  when  she  heard  a  kooc 
street-door,  and  present!)'  afterwards  L 
more  was  luhercd  iDto  the  room  where 
All  ting. 

He  started  violently  at  seeing  ber, 
fancied  it  was  lc»«  from  pleasure  than  e> 
then,  as  if  vuddeiily  recoUtctiiig   him 
inquire^]   afker   the   health   of  Mr.   an 
Mordaunt. 

Site  informed  him  tbey  were  <|uite  vt 
another  long  pause  ensued  ;  which  nrai 
broken  by  Augusta's  observing  "  that 
a  very  fine  day," 

Hilt  lordship  assented   to  the  truth 
remark;  ■"■'  ■''■'-t  jn  n  mnilraJIlii^ 
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Augu»u  told  bim  he  was  do4  miElAkn) ;  and 
mentioned  iJiat  it  wu  Ui  ooDW()Ucoce  of  Ladjr 
Carolioe  Mortimer's  beiog  Uld  up  by  «  >e«ara 
ctdd,  that  h«r  «Uter  bad  inrited  Afr  to  be  ber 
oonipanioo  in  her  stead. 

**  I  am  not  fturprifted,"  muttered  Lord  t)t\- 
nwrc,  ia  m  sort  of  soliloquy,  "  to  bear  ihu. 
C«roliiie  has  looked  wretchedly  ill  for  tnme 
days.  It  is  quite  time  thai  she  ebould  tbiak 
of  taking  care  of  hcrirff.'' 

And,  walking  towards  tbe  window,  he  n- 
maiiMtl  «lmt  aiid  abflrncted.  Hi*  face  wat 
averted  from  Miss  Monlaunt ;  but  be  MtSMd 
(0  bcT  to  have  the  air  of  a  person  who  was 
reiolviDg  aomething  in  his  mind. 

She  was  piquni  and  mortified  almoHt  beyond 
WKluranoc :  Lurd  Delmorc's  behaviour  had  fre- 
quently distressed  her,  but  lie  hud  never  treat- 
ed her  quite  so  cavalierly  before.  Tears  of 
wxattuQ  flushed  to  brr  eyes, — she  lud  again 
recourse  to  the  newspaper,  which  she  held  up 
close  to  her  face  to  concesl  her  emotion ;  yet, 
while  she  affected  to  be  attentively  studying  it.<. 
coatents,  she  did  not  in  truth  read  a  single 
word  of  tbem  ;  and  even  if  the  had  attemptcid 
to  do  so,  «be  would  have  been  incapable  at 
that  rooment  of  understoiKling  anythii^  about 
tU-m. 


like  as  ni«nv  hour&.  Her  cofopanioo 
maiaed  co  long  without  speaking,  that 
at  letiglli  atlviiDctxl  «  ffw  »lcf>s  ncarc 
Mtfii  wi)«n^  »}tr  luid  Mtabluhcd  lirra 
a»ked  ber  )k)w  many  vtcdcR  more  Mr.  M 
iDtended  to  fttsy  in  town,  slie  wm  ab 
startled  at  ibe  sound  of  his  voice. 

'*  I  really  do  not  koow,"  «be  replied,  in 
to  his  question. 

"  Everybody,"  continued  he,  in  « 
tone,  "  is  bv^nning  to  think  and  talk  ol 
into  the  oounuy  now." 

"  Vca.  it  will  MxM)  be  quite  unfuliioci 
be  weti  in  l^indon."  Then  turoinft  a« 
bead  rather  coDtemptuouslyt  she  addet 
am  sure  it  is  very  disogrci'abU;  to  be  hrn 

Augusta  could  not  of  C(»urtt  tee  the 
lion  t>f  Loril  IX-lmore'^  couiitenanoe  as  »1 
nuutienl  thtrM'  la.nt  words:  he  look  up  i 
and  retreating  again  to  tjic_aimim^^ 
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"  Mi/le  pardons,  my  dear  Augusta,*'  wid 
Lady  Mary  Carrin^on,  as  she  entered  (h«  mom : 
■*  I  am  rcslljr  mud)  athametl  of  having  ktrpl  you 
waiting  fur  mr  ia  this  way.  You  hate  no  idea 
what  a  number  of  boring  things  1  liar«  had  to 
detain  me :  1  begaa  to  fear  I  bhould  never  have 
despatch«d  them  all.  In  the  first  |>1acc,  I  had 
MV«ra]  notes  to  write  tliat  retjuircd  Koinr  con- 
titlcTatinn.  Then  Marailan  needed  to  tend 
home  my  bonnet  at  the  time  she  had  promised 
I  should  have  it ;  and  when  it  did  arrive,  a 
gown  came  with  it  that  she  wsntcd  to  l>c  tried 
OD,  and  I  had  to  xlaml  for  half  an  hour  before 
the  glass  while  her  demoiMelle  was  putting  in 
one  pin  and  pulling  out  another.  There  is  no 
fuppliee  like  that  of  trying  on  a  gown.  1  was 
just  recovering  from  having  submitted  to  it, 
when  Mr.  Carriogtoo  walkcal  into  my  dressing* 
room  with  a  tiresome  business-letter  in  hi»  hand, 
which  he  insisted  u|)on  my  rending  from  begin* 
ning  to  end-  I  could  not  understand  a  word 
of  it,  for  /  know  nothing  of  business,  —  how 
should  1  r 

**  I  hope,"  replied  Augusta,  speaking  mpidly, 
"  that  you  have  now  got  rid  of  all  your  plague*. 
Two  of  them  I  know  from  experience  to  be  bad 
enoagh,  and  the  Last  I  can  imagine  you  inuM 
have  found  most  insufferable." 

VOL.  1.  M 
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*'  Lionel  r  (.-xcluincd  Ladir  Mary,  as  her 
couun  cain«  forwiinl  to  ihakc  hands  with  ber, 
"  you  frightened  me  to  death  I  How  \oag  have 
you  been  here  ?  I  did  not  perceive  vou  (ill 
this  in»(ant.  1  triiEt  you  hare  been  exerting 
yourteir  lo  vniertain  Miss  Mordaunt  during  my 
absence  ;  I  am  glnd  to  di«x>vcr  ttint  rhv  has  at 
least  had  sninetM>dy  to  speak  to," 

*'  I  am  afraid,"  answered  Lord  I>elinorc,  **  that 
Miss  Mordaunt  ha6  found  me  anything  but 
an  agreeable  roinpaninn.  I  came  here  with  a 
heavy  heart,  for  I  have  unexpectedly  received 
n  maixlate  from  my  lawyer,  which  obligee  me 
to  go  imntcdiately  to  Ui>colit''s  Inn  :  conw- 
qucntly,  1  lun  oxtntnely  wrry  to  tell  you,  Mary, 
that  instead  of  Muling  gaily  up  the  I'hames 
with  you  and  your  party  this  fine  morning,  I 
inuM  be  sliut  up  all  day  in  a  little  dark  room 
looliing  over  musty  paiwrs." 

"  Impossible!"  said  Lady  Mary:  *<  I  will  not 
bear  of  such  a  defection.  Your  businens  may 
tufdy  vary  well  wait  till  to-morrow,  and  we 
potitivety  cannot  do  without  you  to-day.  I 
ehall  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  disposing  of  you 
according  lo  my  pleasure,  and  of  desiring  you  to 
attend  me  to  Richmond,  ban  gre,  mat  gri.  You 
need  not  look  so  wistfully  towards  the  door,  for 
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jrou  are  no  taoger  a  fm  agent,  uk)  I  prondse 
you  Umt  you  &haU  not  escape  tne." 

"  M;  dear  Mary,"  implied  Lord  Dvlmorp, 
"  llicn-  IK  a  a-rtain  botnely  old  pmvrrb  which 
lays'lhnt  wc  ou^ht  toatlend  to  banaem  6nt — 
then  friends ;'  and  I  am  afraid  that  in  the  prr- 
stnt  iostaaoe  I  must  perforce  ToUow  the  advice 
it  gives  us  to  thf  very  letter.  The  rrilical  and 
iinportBDl  nature  of  the  case  leavca  ne  no 
dioin :  I  »l>ouId  even  before  this  have  [kisImj 
away  to  my  appointiiicnt,  but  I  could  not  nuke 
up  my  mind  to  do  mi  until  I  had  pmcmally 
explained  to  you  the  cause  of  my  dewrtion." 

Mia  couiin  aurvcyvd  him  from  head  to  foot 
with  a  half-curioua,  balf-iacrrdulnut  ixpfCMJan. 

"  LiooeC  ibe  remarked,  "  this  prattixlcd 
buMieaa  of  yours  is  all  a  fudge ;  I  am  not  to  Iw 
la  easily  impowd  uj>on.  That  is  not  the  lort 
of  drcM  you  would  have  ndrcled,  liad  you  known 
you  were  going  to  bury  yourself  amot^  dirty 
pafdments.  Tbe  Inith  is,  you  have  found 
some  other  ei^agem«nt  that  suid  your  fancy 
better  than  our  expedition  to  Eel-Pie  l»land: 
and  it  would  have  brm  far  more  honest  to  have 
told  mv  ao  at  once,  than  to  have  invented  a 
fiaa  improbable  story  to  deceive  me.  You 
way  weU  look  oonfuaed.  I  will  bear  no  prote«ia- 
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lions  of  innocence,  for  your  face  cnnfene*  your 
guilt ;  «im1  I  now  iniidt  upon  your  accompany- 
ing us  as  a  penance  for  your  duplicity.  MiM 
Mordaunl  has  kindly  consented  to  join  our 
party  in  Caroline's  ulMrnor;  ami  it  would  be 
an  act  of  personal  incivility  toward*  ier  if  you 
peTMat«l  in  your  determination  of  cutiinj;  uh. 
Aun^sta,  my  dew,"  continued  her  ladyship, 
raising  her  voice,  *'  do  come  here  and  rxert 
your  influence  in  persuading  this  refractory 
man  not  to  run  away  from  u»." 

During  the  preceding  discussion.  Miss  Mor- 
daunl had  walked  to  the  other  end  of  the  room, 
apparently  for  l)>e  purpose  of  ascertaining  from 
the  clock  u|)on  the  rhimncypin-c  exactly  bow 
late  it  was.  She  loukt-d  round  when  Lady 
Mary  applied  to  her,  and  coldly  answered,  with- 
out retracing  her  steps — 

"  I  an)  not  vain  enough  to  flatter  myself  that 
tny  eloquence  could  pmveof  the  lea&t  avail  when 
yourt  hoa  been  unsuccessful ;  nor  can  I  presume 
to  intrude  my  advice  in  the  arrangement  of 
l^)rd  IMmore's  engng«-mcnt*.  \  ^houl(l  feel 
extremely  sorry  to  a»k  him  to  do  anything  lliat 
would  be  eillicr  inconvenieut  or  diugreeable  to 
him," 

At  this  moment  Mr.  Carrington  came  into 
the  room ;  he  wannly  seconded   Lady  Clary's 
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PMPOartfwcy*,  but  tbeir  uoited  Arguairati  could 
make  no  iinprrMion  upuo  bercounn.  Al  length 
ha  ladj^ahip  gteir  ailgrjr,  and  obserred,  in  a 
nitky.  pcilish  voJce, — 

"  Well,  tiaix  you  ftr«  rrflol««l  lo  be  obeli- 
■Me  ud  diaobliging,  jrou  iiiu«t  do  u  you 
pkue;  there  it  not  aiuither  word  to  be  Mid 
ii|MMi  the  subJMt.  We  have  already  waited 
mufc  time  iu  trying  lo  bring  you  over  than  we 
had  to  spare;  tberefon  th«  Econrr  we  Richmond 
peopi*  DOW  Kt  out,  the  better." 

Lord  DcliDore  endeavoured  to  oondliate  Lady 
Mary  at  Ik  conducted  her  lo  hrrcorrugt. 

**  Indeed,  Lionel,  I  caiinut  feel  in  duriiy 
with  you,"  was  her  parting  remark ;  "  [wrhaps 
yoa  may  find  tne  in  a  more  forgiving  humour 
tlie  next  time  we  meet.  If  I  should  happen  to 
he  al  tltr  ojwra  tn-niglit,  I  will  allow  you  to 
vint  mc  to  my  box  as  usual,  ibat  I  may  have 
the  earbest  opportunity  of  relating  lo  you  every 
particular  of  the  delightful  party  you  hftvc 
lost." 

**  I  do  not  understand  him,"  muttered  bcr 
ladynhip  to  henelf,  in  n  w:arccly  audible  tone,  a* 
ihe  walclml  ber  counu'a  retreating  steps ;  "  be 
tt  no  more  going  to  Lincoln's  Inn  than  I  am. 
What  can  he  the  caufe  of  his  uking  this  sudtleii 
dixguftt  at  a  •cheme  of  unuaemeni  he  appeared 
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fecting  to  talk  with  great  aniniddon 
ringlon ;  but  her  whole   mind  wu 
gniesnl    liy    reflfctJon*    upon    the 
hwl  just  rcvcirtti  from  Lord  Deltn 
ihe  moment  she   bad   heard  him   t 
hU  inability  to  accompaojr  I<ady  Ma 
niond,  ihe  had  fett  conrinced   that 
did  so  for  the  cxprees  purpose  of  av< 
he  evidently  did  i>ot  choose  to  be  ta 
in  Act  immediate  society.     She  had  U 
that  he  intended  her  to  consider  this  c 
a  direct  avowal  of  his  determination 
■11  anieable  intercourse  with  her  in  fu 
•be  resolved  to  »how  him   thai  she  c 
give  up  his  fricndnhip  with  an  appi 
the   moat    (wrfect    indifTerence,    wba 
vanity  might  have  led  him  to  think 
sentiments  towards  liim  Iiod  fomHTly 
AugUKta  wa-t  a  pmud  f^rl :  she  wi 
^  higb-spirited  lo  dream  o 
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vere  oo*  niuMd  again*!  the  fsillileH  admim 
vho  had  iMhavml  lo  her  to  unwnrtliily. 

"  iMtii  Drlmore  nay  choose  lo  iIcsfiiM  ne,~ 
ibought  nbe,  "  but  there  sre  other  people  in  (he 
world  who  are  well  incliocd  to  hold  toe  b  very 
different  estinutioo ;  and,  scornful  u  he  tetnt, 
perhaps  even  his  lordship  may  fixl  ralhcr 
BlAitlcd  some  few  weeks  brace  if  h«  Inuv*  tlut 
I  have  actually  accepted  Mr.  Suilfon).  At  all 
evetLs  I  will  carry  off  my  diwippointtueot  with 
a  high  hand  —  I  wdl  nol  bwonie  an  object  of 
pity  to  anybody  ;  and  none  of  my  friends  who 
KB  me  to^ay  shall  have  it  in  Ihdr  power  to 
report  that  I  have  not  appeared  the  ffayent  of 
the  gay.  and  the  happicti  of  the  happy." 

Having  wr<KigU(  i)]i  hi-r  mind  to  ihta  deter* 
nination,  Min  Mordaunt  spared  no  effort  or 
exertion,  however  pftinful,  thai  might  enable 
ber  to  bct  successfully  the  pari  sh«  hail  laid 
dovm  for  her«elf ;  and  few,  if  any,  of  l»er  lui- 
duaiit  frietida  suspected  that  the  |;;atety  they  all 
■duiircd  uaN  only  asau[iH>cl.  Had  ber  motbvr 
been  with  beri  ihe  would  not  have  failed  to  ob- 
•erve,  that  if  ihc  talked  much  more  than  usual, 
ber  voice  was  hurried  and  unnatural;  that 
when  lite  Uughed  constantly,  it  was  louder  and 
leu  tnenily  than  she  had  ever   done  U'fbre; 
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and  that  though  then?  was  ao  uncommon  bril- 
liancy in  her  eye,  and  a  heightened  hluom  upon 
her  check,  the  cxprcsuon  of  the  one  was  fear- 
fully  wild  nnd  ntgcr,  and  th«  colour  upon  the 
ollicT  was  flui^hcd  and  fcTcri^h. 

The  whole  party  were  to  asftointile  at  White- 
hall-stairs, where  several  pleasure-boats  were 
wailing  to  convey  ihem  up  the  rirer.  The  6rat 
person  who  presented  himself  to  hand  Augusta 
out  of  tltc  carnage  was  Mr.  Stafford ;  and  h« 
also  contrircd  to  w-ctirc  a  place  beside  her  when 
th«'  cmbarlcatiiin  wai  arrange<l. 

She  had  never  condescended  to  receive  hit 
attentions  half  so  graciously  as  she  did  upon 
the  preiM-Dt  occasion  ;  she  did  not  even  refufc  to 
listen  to  Kontc  of  the  1ct>dcr  professiono  which 
her  good  liutnour  emboldened  him  from  line  to 
lime  to  pour  into  her  ear.  Ht  flatlervd  himwlf 
that  he  had  at  length  succeeded  in  making  aa 
impression  upon  her  &(ublmro  heart,  and  he 
redoubled  his  exertions  to  render  himself  agree- 
able to  her. 

As  MiM  Mordaunt  looked  around  her,  she 
could  not  help  renurking  that  everybody  ap- 
peared as  gay  as  smiling  faces,  smart  clotbeSt 
and  fine  wratluT  could  render  ihcm  ;  and  that 
all  her  companions  »eemi.-<l  well  inclined  to  enjoy 
tlieir  excursion.     A  few  hours  earlier  &lw  would 
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scarcely  have  belkvcd  that  «rhal  sh«  bad  tltm 
envied  Ibcm  so  much  in  pra*|>rcl,  ooiild  in  re- 
ality prove  so  perfectly  plea»urele»s  to  herwir. 

The  rircuiiisunca  of  Lord  Ddmore's  uoex- 
pccted  defection  were  reUlcd  by  Lady  Il^nr 
Cirrington,  and  cotntnrntt-d  ii|>od  pretty  freely 
by  othen.  A  young  msn  wira  v«t  one  uf  h«r 
U(ly«hip'>  notodoUM  flirts,  ventured  luajtlt  her 
•ilh  an  exprertive  unile,  "  if  she  fell  quite 
sure  that  her  sister  Lady  Caroline's  indisposi. 
tloQ  might  Dot  be  in  Bome  way  connected  with 
her  cousin's  troublesofne  law  affairs  V' 

**  Oh ;  not  in  the  least,"  replied  the  ean- 
lesily;  but  in  a  lower  and  more  significant  voice 
tlie  added,  "  It  was  not  VaroUite  who  was 
the  cause  of  kecf^ng  Lionel  away  from  ii* 
to^y." 

Mis%  Tblordflunt  did  not  hrar  these  words, 
but  llie  question  which  preceded  thein  had 
thrilled  to  her  heart  -,  and,  in  spite  of  all  her 
ma^animoiiE  resolutions,  ohe  expericDced  an 
lionizing  pang  of  jealousy.  Could  it  be  po*- 
uhle  (nod  the  thought  had  of^en  occurred  to 
her  before)  that  lA>rd  Dclmorc's  straoge  con- 
duct towards  herself  had,  after  nil,  been  occa- 
■ioned  by  his  feeling  return*  of  an  ill-retpiited 
Bod  tmcxiingiiiihed  attachment  for  Lady  Ca- 
roline Mortimer  ?     Many  cireumatances  tendeil 

s  5 


"  \Vhm  uoutually  high  spirits 
giutf  is  in  thi:i  tonming  T  ohm 
Hortimer  to  bis  sister ;  '*  the  loo 
wild,  and  more  beautiful  than  evi-r. 

"  So  Stafford  seems  to  think," 
third  prrson  ;  "  it  isquitc  fatiguing 
alvajrt  at  hrr  dbow." 

**  Sb«  georralty  appears  to  mc, 
Philip,  "  to  titMl  bis  pmenoe  there  ■  j 
but  to-day  her  manner  Ium  been  ui 
coodcscmdiog :  it  almost  might  be 
to  itnplr  that  it  b  not  ber  intcntk 
dron  him  much  loogrr  to  *  ligh  m 
him  in  vaiit.' " 

"  In  mr  opuuon,"  said  Lady  &Ia 
Stafford'*  cax  nerer  was  so  bopdes 
pc<u)ile  cxmsidered  it.  You  may  rei 
told  you  some  time  af^o.  Philip,  that  il 
only  have  a  little  |utimcr,  be  would 
nmecd  in  winning  urrr   Mi-i   Mu 
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meot  upon  the  sabJMi  thu  I  iBd.  Ferfai^ 
you  had  tbr  tnding  wjvtiiiagr  of  bci^  in  tone 
degree  in  the  young  lady't  oaBfidanee,  aod  of 
thus  taking  ■  peep  behim)  tin  «ecDM. — Bol 
here  conies  the  berotne  of  our  nauncv;  «r 
must  dtber  be  sUent  or  change  ibe  tope  of  our 
diaoonrw.'" 

The  moat  agieeaUe  party  gnMnUy  afqwar* 
tu  be  lite  •ooaot  brougbt  to  a  coodmiao,  asd 
tlte  moat  tedious  dav  must  at  lefi|^  come  lu 
an  end.  Mr.  Stafford  thought  that  the  hour* 
we  have  just  been  dcacribing  had  Auwn  murb 
too  rapidly,  while  to  Augusta  they  bad  mubwI 
alnoat  tDtcnmaable.  She  wa»  impatient  to  be 
at  hone ;  the  longed  to  be  alone  [  and  hi  the 
tolilude  of  her  own  room  to  find  bendf  eoaUed, 
unieen  and  undisturbed,  to  give  free  Tent  to 
ifaoM  aupprancd  feelings  which  bad  brought 
her  to  a  state  nearly  bordrring  upoo  diunc- 
tion.  She  wa.i  delightt^  when  «hc  hnrd  every 
body  begin  to  bint  that  it  was  time  to  disperse — 
that  it  was  gn>v,-ing  very  Late.  Lady  Mary 
and  Mr.  Carrington  tuul  detemtined  not  to  rv- 
turn  to  town  by  water ;  and  a>  tlie)'  bad  a  vacant 
place  in  their  carriage,  they  offered  toooovry 
Mr.  Stafford,  who  thankfully  accepted  tbcir 
kind  and  considerate  propnntSon. 

It  was  near  ten  o'clock  before  they  reached 


of  U8  wish  for  s  second  dinner,  aft 
fut-A  so  vtvU  ftt  Riclintonil?" 

Both  the  gvn(l«niea  declared  tl»1  mj 
WM  quite  out  of  the  que«li(>a  ;  and 
liaving  llianked  ber  friend  fur  tlw 
enre  she  bad  laten  of  ber,  aiid  the  pic 
^e  had  spent,  requested  she  would 
the  guodness  to  send  her  home. 

"That  is  far  from  Ix-ing  my  wish 

tion,  mi,-  dear,"  rcphi-d  Ladv  Mary,—' 

juat  yet.     You  nust  at  any  rate  oodmi 

and  have  some  coRee ;  and  if  you  ace 

perately  tired,   why  should  we  not  g 

opera  for  half  an  hourP     You  have  i 

that    that   formed   part  of  taj  origin 

We  can  talk  over  the  occurrences  of  tt 

comfortably  and  <iuielly  (here,  a*  we  i 

in  my  boudoir ;  ai>d  a  vt^ry  trifling  c 

toilet  will  be  nn-essary.'" 

*'  Oh,   pray    go   to  the  (>|)era  wit 
U^>_     Xti It       I  M^^^^^^B 


THE  HBIK  OF  UUOOAVXT. 


«n 


oonpamoiM,    howerer  diugntMt  It    aa^ 
prove  CO  bencir. 

"  Kvrr^thing  n  now  wnnged  i  tomkmt," 
observed  h»dy  Mary.  **  Vou  will  raoe  whh 
U&.  Kir.  Stafford  f'~ 

**  I  dtall  br  cMiKblrd  to  jchd  )mu  in  your 
box ;  but  thougb  you  Mitl  Mim  Mocdsunt  tan 
appear  xhvn  in  any  cunturav,  /  cannot  veaCOK 
10  do  Ibc  »ani«.  I  &ttuulil  be  s  perfect  di»gr«at 
to  you  if  I  were  wen  io  toy  paatonl  auir*, 
with  iDj  cost  covervd  vith  dust." 

"  Au  rtvoir,  iIhti,"  exciaimcd  ber  ladythtp 
gtily ;  "  we  hsvr  nu  tinM:  to  luse."  And,  drmw. 
ing  Augukta'a  orai  wilbia  her  own,  she  hurried 
her  ii|>-a1airs. 

When  she  rang  the  bell  to  order  coffee,  her 
servant  told  hvr  that  Miu  &lordaunt'ft  maiil 
had  been  waiting  for  her  a  long  while,  sod 
begged  to  know  ir  she  thould  be  wanted  lo 
drew  her. 

**  You  Iiad  better  wod  ber  up  to  ray  room 
immediately,"  Nud  Lady  Mary.  Then  tumiag 
to  Aupuito,  »he  cnntinuL'd,  "Thtaaliention  is 
to  like  Mtk  Mordaunt !  Little  aa  her  beautiful 
daughter  requires* the  foreign  aid  ofomaoteni,' 
she  certainly  may  claim  the  merit  of  dressing 
her  porticulariy  well  upo«  every  ocusion  ;  and 
•be  cannot  bear  the  vdca  uf  allowing  her  to  be 


-  TWO,-  BuT,  my  d«ar  Augastj,  ] 
will  not  peniiil  you  lo  change  your 
put  oa  anything  verj'  eblovUtaute :  b. 
doii^  so  vouM  oblige  me  to  foJloi 
aropli',  and  that  would  be  an  exerti 
do  not  feci  «)ual  to." 

Augusta  Rsiun-d  ber  «be  had  do  « 
that  sort  of  trouble  berKlf;  and  the 
proceeded  toj^lwr  to  \ju\y  Miirya  r 
Mr*.  MonUunt's  maid  had  liv^  w 
many  years,  and,  before  their  aniuiaii 
tune,  had  wailed  both  upon  her  and 
daughter ;  the  therefurr  looked  upot 
almost  as  a  child  of  her  own. 

*'  My  miitrree  desired  tne  to  come 
evening,"  the  said  to  her ;  "  site  wish 
be  in  ttie  way,  Id  caw  yoii  should  be 
the  opera,  to  drvM  your  hair  foryot 
carry  bome  your  bonnet." 
"  Thank  you,  Dixon."  rrplipd  M 
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with  a  bundi  of  pink  nM«,"  int«rrupte<l  L«dy 
M&ry,  "  which  came  home  this  nwrning.  It 
will  Mvc  you  all  (mublc,  and  yon  nevA  not  be 
■fraitJ  of  it*  nnt  bring  very  beeotning :  It  will 
be  quite  in  dtnritcter,  loo,  with  your  inualiii 
gown.  t>end  your  niaid  with  we,  and  she  thall 
feteh  it  foryoii." 

AuguKU  accepted  ihifl  offer:  and  the  mo. 
meot  the  door  was  clo!<ed,  she  threw  herself  into 
a  chair,  and  covering  her  face  with  both  her 
hands,  mnatned  al»orbcd  in  bitter  thought, 
until  iihe  wna  rou«ed  from  her  reverie  by  the 
return  of  her  inai<l  with  Lady  Mary 'a  cap. 

Mrs.  Dixon  stared  at  her  with  an  exprcMton 
of  surprise- 

"You  have  been  tiring  yourself  to  death, 
MIm  Mordauul,"  observed  she,  in  a  lone  of 
worrowful  reproach.  "  I  am  sure  too  look 
much  more  6l  to  come  home  and  go  to  bed, 
than  to  go  anywhere  el-w  to-night." 

"  I  am  only  rather  iJecpy,"  aiinwcred  Au- 
gusta, starting  up,  and  hastily  taking  ofT  her 
bonnet  and  her  shawl :  "  the  music  and  the 
lights  at  the  opera  will  very  soon  waken  me." 

"Perhaps  they  will,  Miss:  but  if  you  ha- 
rass yourself  in  this  way,  you  will  quite  loae 
your  health  and  your  gi»<)d  looks." 

"  I  care  verj-  little  for  either,"  remarked 


fcr.Twu  ««  to  Kf  qiuce  uafike  voun, 
•^  V»  g«^  kind  Di^^-  ,^ 

-^laaafrvd  jou  fciT,  foood  me  « 
■ad  I  IB  Mnj  for  it ;  bat  jou  Uve 
to  W  i»M^  .bout  ny  balth,  fbr  I 
fertlr^rfl-l^iaje^  Ish^bei 
««*  t^MWtto.  for  fcari,,  b«.  .  Uti 
Mswd  h>U«T  :  aod  I  «JII  promiae  ^ 
fo  to  KichsQQd  »g^  this  Tew." 
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T1m.1i  survFjriDg  Augusta  from  tK-ad  to  fotrt, 
>iic  rxclaiiiM>d, 

"  How  well  ViW  look !  Your  co«tiinie  » 
reslly  ctiarmiogi  aod  thai  cap  suits  your  coun- 
t«Dance  Macilj." 

*'  If  I  niigtil  venture  to  take  so  great  a  liberty 
with  your  ladyship,"  observed  Mrs.  Dixon, 
comiog  forward  respectfully,  "  I  would  beg  of 
you  not  to  ketp  Mtu  Mordaunt  up  very  late 
to-night,  for  T  can  kv  that  she  is  much  inort 
tired  already  than  your  [udynhip  is  aware  of." 

"  N'ouscnse  !"  interrupted  Aiigutta.  "  Tliis 
b  atl  a  &iDcy  of  Dtxon\  wlio,  in  her  minialtcn 
kindneas,  hnngines  1  am  killing  myself  hy  Itiu 
much  diuipation.  You  really  roust  not  attend 
1o  what  she  says." 

"Yet,  if  you  are  afterwards  the  worse  for 
this  day'samiiM-mcnt,  how  ihall  I  answer  to  Mr<. 
Mordaunt  for  having  disr^rded  nich  a  hint  ? 
Now  that  I  examine  your  countenance  more 
narrowly,  I  perceive  that  you  do  appear  consi- 
derably jaded.  I  will  certainly  take  you  home 
before  twelve  o'clock  ;  atid,  in  the  mean  while,  it 
canoot  hurt  you,  I  think,  to  go  to  the  opera. 
Just  follow  me  to  my  dnesung-room,  nnd  I  will 
give  you  some  spirits  of  lavervder  upon  u  lump 
of  sugar,  —  an  innocent  little  cordial,  which  I 


(IIP  restorative  Laily  Mary  proposed 
in  short,  slio  lilced  llie  taste  of  llie  1 
well,  tliiit  she  uuconsciously  swallowe 
dose  of  it. 


I 


CHAPTEB  XV. 

lI  cuoottcMrelMr  Una;  amijH^'XMbdaa, 
^Swee  entj  IJItlMi  kmmm  tftnt  >  p**!* 

The  first  penno  who  joiiwd  LaJr  M*rj 
CATrmgtoa  in  her  box  at  tb*  opera,  via  Mr. 
Ttristoo.  H«  had  ibat  nstant  hiemrd  that  L«ly 
Caroline  Mortitner  was  ill,  and  he  came  lo  pour 
forth  lo  her  lutcr  his  patbebc  UmeniadMa 
upon  the  aubject,  and  alio  to  aKrrtaiii  that  ifa* 
WM  Dot  really  in  dangvr. 

**  1  bdievv  I  najr  nfely  aaaure  yati,~  ob- 
serred  Lady  Mary,  when  a  pause  in  his  ekv 
qucDce  allowed  ber  time  to  speak,  *'  that  you 
will  not  be  called  upon  to  bre;^  your  heart 
upon  Caroline's  account  just  at  promt.  Hrr 
complaint  is  nothing  more  serious  than  ■  bad 
cold,  which  will,  I  truat,  rery  soon  lake  its  de- 
parture. She  wiU  no  doubt  be  exce«iTcly 
Batterrd  wb»  she  bMra  of  the  deep  coitcera 


Mr.  Twi&can  looked  a  liltlr  abafiK 
immediately  replied,  in   ihv  tume 
tone, — 

*'  It  is  impo&uble  to  tell  you  how 
miod  is  relieved  by  what  I  have  in 
from  you,    Liuly  Mnry.     Such   d 
exaggerated    reports   find   their  way 
world,  that  if  one  does  not  posaens  tl 
of  a«certaininj;  whether  they  are  true 
oiw  i»  kept  in  a  state  of  torture.     Wbi 
jroH  here,  f  knew  that  Lady  Caroline  c 
be  *o  alarminffly  ill  as  she  had  boei 
sciited   to   be ;  and  your  comforlablc 
luLs  set  nic  oumpletely  at  ea»,  and  n 
feel  [)uite  happy  again." 

"  May  I    inquire  from  whom  you 
your  infoRiialion  about  my  sister  'f" 

"  It  was  from  a  lady  I  very  little  cX| 
meet  here, — from  her  country  nviRhhi 
Care  well,  who  is  coine.   Jl  jrem*^^ 
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«•*  in  DpDQ  the  rabiflct  apfiMnd  voy  iftcfy 

to  throw  her  jnio  •  mmBmr  c 

It  sould  tmUj  be  sloxMt  ra  acc  of  ■ 

f[o  and  uftdccnrc  ibe  poor  ie»»ti*t  i 

**  Ob  jm,  pnjr  da  so,  ami 
time,    or    one   of  i«a   lUnp  viD 
happen :  she  wj]]  eiihrr  go  hoow  ia 
tnti   thus   be    duappobted    ol  ha 
xmuattaenl ;  or  the  vDl  ttsy  «b«r»  dK  It,  anl 
rxposr  hrrMiir  to  pobiic   ri£ciile  fa^  her  ck- 
tranfduurr  behaviour.     It  ii  rer;  Air  tlM  har 
fncwb  kbould  be  mtertaionl  br  ber  iHnift^ 
ptodiariltes,  bat  I  do  oot  rah  tUwmf;m  ■» 
ei^j   the    amt    pririlr^."— Thai,  am  Mr. 
TviMoa  roee  to  oiicjr  u  one*  bcr  iaijMf't 
coaiimDdi  tod  ih»  dktata  of  bn  own  gemi 
noiurc.  tbr  added.  "  Voa  moat  potet  matt  «• 
n*  iriMmbouu  Mias  Carewdl  »,  beftxe  na 
f^.     1  Ke  her   now,  sitting  ia  aa  attiiad^  of 
despOBdeociT)  u>d  turning  ber  bead  avar  froca 
(he  &Uge.     Thow  people  the  »  with  are  Wr 
rrlatiuot.  I  eoppoae.     Good  heamn !  «hal  a 
6;^rc  Bhehaaiuadeof  beradf !     Yet,  vhcs  riw 
n-iumt  hooM,  ibc  will    he  much  aflittaJ  if 
aU  btr  tKighbouri  do  not  cou^dw  btr  dn* 
u    a    perfect   modd  of    the   sevnt    Pariaiaa 
fMfaion.' 
-**  1  certainly  never  »aw  anybod;,"  nmarkcd 


Uay   Mary,    'Ulwn  th«  gentlmi^, 
juBl  I«ft   us  to  go  and  contwlc  h«r. 
fellow.fecliDg,  I  »upp<„e,  whid,  makea 

wondrous  kind  towards  h«r At  any  ra 

glad   we  liave  got  rid  of  him :  if  I  | 

found  sotac  amiable  pj«»  to  urge  his  dq 

there  u  no  saying  how  long  ho  might  hi 

the  conwicnoe  to  infest  us  with  Im  cot 

He  tlwayii  bores  me  lo  death.     I  canm 

gine  how  Caroline  finds  ajiy  amu»fn>ent  i 

ing  lo  him.     As  for  Miss  Carcwell,  I  d| 

she  never  really  believed  that  her  dear 

was  seriously  ill ;  it  suiu-d  her  very  wdl  I 

lend  to  do  so,  because  it  looked  so  prct 

ioleresting  to  be  wen  in  tear*  for  '  poor 

Caroline  Mortituer.'     She  may  likewise  in 

her  imagination  by  making  out  a  most  d* 

fill  slory  hereafter  of  herownatntimental « 

ings  upoa  this  irj-ing  occasion  I     But,  mj 

AuguMo,  we  rouit  not  forget  to  wateh  her 


» 
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tovards  ber ;  be  has  alreadjr  ckuglit  ber  eye. 
Nov — DOW  be  is  speakiog  to  her.  Slielulfrai«i 
ber  drooping  bead,— she  paeiuveJjr  rUup*  her 
hacKl*  with  all  ihv  fcrvcHir  of  de%ht !  and, 
more  touching  Mill,  >be  sinks  back  upon  her 
«eat  w  if  she  was  quite  oveqMwercd  with  the 
excess  of  joy  !  Caroline  wUl  nearly  die  with 
laughing  when  she  hears  the  descripUoa  of  tiua 
inimitable  scene :  I  would  not  lutve  tDiaml 
witDoang  it  for  all  the  world." 

While  Augusta  was  looking  at  Miss  Cvfr 
well,  and  jt>iiiiiijr  [>ri-tly  freely  in  I^y  Mail's 
mirth  at  the  sentimental  lady's  ex{>enM-,  her 
eye  titddeoly  encountered  that  of  Ix»rd  UvU 
more,  which  was  fixed  attentively  upon  her. 
He  was  statvding  in  the  pit,  and  he  had  pro- 
bably been  wstching  her  for  some  lime:  she 
iUrted  and  reddened,  and  a  momeot  after- 
words «lic  perceived  him  return  a  verygradout 
nnile  ami  buw  from  his  cousin. 

"  Lionel  has  despatebcd  his  troublesome  law 
bufiaeas,  I  see,"  exclaimed  Liuiy  Mary.  "  He 
will  fnobably  be  witli  us  in  a  minute  or  two,  to 
inquire  if  we  could  contrive  to  amnie  ourselveg' 
al  Richmond  without  Aii  pretence ;  and,  strange 
OS  it  may  >e(.-m  to  him,  1  tliink  I  may  tell  lum 
w«  were  all  so  bappy  there,  thut  none  of  us  ever 
mitaed  hiai." 


-ims-nrrmg  nsy  to  vi»it  hu  oouen: 
almgellicr  vor^'  imcomfurtabk- ;  «hf  h 
one  o|ieu  th«  door  of  tbe  bux, — h«r  I 
ilmost  audibly,  yet   turning  li«r  hen 
look  of  desperate  rrsoluiion,    she 
that  it  wiu  not  Lord  Dclmorc,  but  Mr, 
trbo  had  thui  »tartlird  lier  by  hi*  i-nira 
The  tuilf-MipprtMcd  i.-xclsRUtion  whj 
fnitn  her  li)>s  at  hi»   unexpected   apd 
aounded  very  litttc  like  an  cxprcwion 
sure;   sod   tbe  reception   sho  gave  o 
certainly   rather    ccJdi.-r    tlutii   he  bad 
pated. 

Undaunted,  however,  by  these  disot 
indicatiuna  of  rctuniiDg  dislike  or  indi 
lie  iuiDiediatcly  ebtablialicd  him»elf  in  I 
befiidi-  hiTi',  with  the  ha]ipy  and  ounii 
of  A  fftTourvd  admirer;  and  MiM  Mt 
who  waa  half-angry  atul  half-amused 
asfiUraDoe,  hood  found  htr»elf  RUirc 
amile  thuL-lu-kaw^Maaa^iiHia 
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(he  door,  he  complained  of  Mag  too  tlwpy  to 
go  out;  and  Lady  Mary,  vbo  setdoia  thought 
Ua  abaetice  a  Bubject  of  regret,  did  not  take 
the  trouble  of  tryjni;  to  persuade  him  In  chatifce 
ki»  mind.  Hit  Imx  wm  alwnya  crowded  by 
a  MMCsMun  of  young  men,  and  in  a  very  short 
lime  ahe  became  to  deeply  engaged  io  various 
little  flirutions  of  her  own,  that  she  had  8p> 
parenlly  no  leisure  to  observe  what  Mr.  Staf- 
ford might  be  Hying  to  Augusta. 

Mitt  Mordnuot  tniglit  lutvc  P^parrd  hertelf  all 
appreheoflon  of  being  that  night  confronted 
with  Lord  Delmore,  for  he  was  not  among  the 
number  of  hid  cousin's  Tintora. 

"  Have  you  and  Pelmore  had  a  quarrel. 
Xddy  Mary  •'"  inquired  one  of  those  idle,  gos- 
siping persons  who  found  grace  in  her  lody- 
•htp'a  sight.  *'  I  hear  that  be  tru  not  with 
yoa  to-day  at  Richmond,  and  I  nee  that  he 
den  not  dow  dare  to  preoent  bimielf  ttefore 
ymL  He  has  been  standing  in  a  brown  study 
Tor  the  last  hnlf-hour  on  the  opposite  ^de  of 
the  house,  and  occnstooally  directing  his  looks 
A  la  dirobit  toward*  your  box.  In  kindness 
lake  pity  upon  my  curiurity,  and  expound  lu 
UM-  the  meaning  of  oil  this.*' 

"That  is  what  I  really  cannot  do,  since  I 
am  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  it  myself.     I 

VOL.  u  a 


THB    HEIR   OP    MORDAUNT. 

ain  not  ooii!td<>u!i  of  having  given  Lionel  any 
offence,  yet  be  seenii,  for  woinc  ntuon  unknown 
to  nie,  to  have  taken  me  e»  guiguoa,  and  to 
bave  made  a  deleimioalion  lo  sJiun  my  society. 
Itisa  wtor/f/ji«^'drcumsiaoce,ccrlainly  ;  but  I 
will  not  condescend  to  pay  him  back  in  bi&  own 
cx>iii,  and  lo  bv  affronted  with  hiui  in  return." 

"  You  are  jierfectly  rijjht;  and  I  need  wara-ly 
odd,  that  if  Ite  persevere  in  Ibis  mad  fancy  of 
avmding  you,  the  puniUiraent  inflicted  will  not 
be  suffered  by  you,  but  by  bim&elf." 

Not  a  syllabic  of  this  dialogue  waa  loet  by 
Auguatai  tbough,  while  it  was  going  forward, 
she  had  been  talking  faiiter  and  louder  than 
befon;. 

"  Everybody  btginii  lo  mnpeet  the  truth,*' 
thought  she;  "  but  it  nhall  never  be  known  thai 
this  liaughly  and  capricious  man  has  the  power 
of  making  me  unhappy.  Though  my  heart  may 
break  in  secret,  I  will  scorn  to  (how  any  out- 
ward sympKHn  of  dejection ;  and  1  may  soon 
ba  able  to  give  what  will  appear  to  the  world  a 
convliicing  proof  tliat  I  have  not  been  the  dis- 
dained  and  rejected  party." 

it  was  while  Miss  Mordaunt  was  in  this 
d(«pvrnt<-  mood,  that  Mr.  .Suffurd  <as  if  in. 
(uiBMd  by  iat|iir«Uon  of  what  was  paHing  in 
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her  mitKl)  at  Uug^  viotuml  lo  ■dw  btr  a 

tfacidCTl<i«)cl«nrtiDnrflib«ttacha«>t. 

He  ipoke  to  a  bw  Toiee  ta  anad  bai^ 
overiie&rd  by  any  ooe  eseqrt  benelf,  bat  bb 
language  was  anient  aad  inpMsiMMte ;  and  be 
could  scarc^jr  raUrain  within  a  wliupcrlbr  taf^ 
tuRNM  WEprtwioa  of  bu  happiacv,  wbm  Au- 
giuxm  told  ban  in  irembliiig  accotii,  **  that  tl 
be  QOuU  obtain  her  pamils'  ocaunil  to  Ui 
vilbas,  sfae  would  not  rcfiuc  to  bntow  upga 
bint  ber  band." 

I^y  iitry  CarringtoD,  vitb  all  b«r  appwm 
rarrlrMWiB.  bad  mii  fukd  to  remark  vbat  w 
going  forward  :  and  after  exchanging  a  i%nii- 
cant  smile  with  the  oomjMniaa  witb  wboa  db* 
had  laltcrij  Uvn  enga^  in  coavmatiaa,  the 
tapped  Mi»  Mordaunt'*  liagen  witb  brr  Eia. 

«  AugukU,"  klie  «aid,  "  the  ballet  hn  been 
•0  bcilUaat  tcMtif^t,  that  1  aoi  afraid  we  have 
long  cxoeedad  tbe  tine  wc  intended  to  nav 
hen :  tbe  curlain  haa  actually  (alien,  and,  liike 
a  naughty  child,  I  I>egiQ  to  apfirrheod  that 
your  mother  wilt  scold  us  for  being  w  lale. 
We  shall  now  be  unable  to  reach  the  Room 
beAnn.-  thi'  gvoeral  ruth ;  but  if  *e  can  ooo- 
trivc  to  thread  our  paMOge  tlirough  the  crowd, 
we  may  rery  soon  get  away,  for  my  carriage  b 
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lur own  reflections  lo  object  (o  anylfi 
StanVird  tiasleiiMl  to  put  on  licr  slinw 
mnst  aui<luous  cnrc ;  And  ««  she  plan 
within  his,  he  tenderly  preMed  th« 
wliich  he  might  now  almost  presume 
own. 

They  followed   Lady  Mary's  foots! 
t)H-tr  progress  was  soon  impeded  by 
Ikts  of  people  who  were  ])rrssii)p  forwi 
aanie  direction  as  themselves,  and  thej 
length  obliged  lo  stand  still  until  tho< 
tlkin  could  make  Txwm  for  iheoi  to  mo* 

Mr.  Stafford  bore  this  delay  very  p< 
he  hail  miich  to  say  to  Augusta,  ai»d  t 
a  marked  |>eculiarity  in  his  manner 
her,  which  lo  an  interested  obserre 
altnott  have  declared  ihat  he  consid< 
suit  had  been  aon^ptcd.  The  young  In 
hariour  tended  to  cunlinn  this  sup 
Her  eyes  were  bent  downwards,  but  t) 
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Tbey  bad  bc«a  dcMJiwd  »me  dae  ta  tW 
crowd,  wbcn  Lord  Ddtaore'i  name  wm  Mti- 
dcntally  rtpvatcd  ta  a  lood  tain  br  «  KnapEr 
jukt  behind  AagasU.  Upoo  banDg  it  ibr 
iBvuluDUrily  toukcd  up.  aadai  agoMflay  rt- 
vuliion  thrilled  thrau^  her  whole  trmme  *hn 
the  perceived  Lkud  haaadi  <MrB»g  doHt 
dose  (o  her. 

It  tnight  be  unc^rtaio  if  chaaor  or  Jimptfaw 
had  thrown  him  thui  otmr  btr:  bat  lbt;b«l 
become   so  ronpli-tdy  hawad  lotiBd  bjr  the 
crowd,  that  Ik  wuuld  now  have  Ibiiitd  ic  bi- 
pooaible  to  rctrcaL     He  waa  fcaxing  npoo  bcr 
and    Mr.   Stafford  with  an  eaiticat  cttrioatT, 
which  led  bcr  to  imagbe  he  f^aoMd  the  aatim 
of  the   undcrManding  which   exiatcd  hfiiii 
ihnn:  hU  faee  was  uonaturallr  pale,  and  the 
cxpreution  of  hia  eountenanor,  tboo^  c^b, 
wm>  melancholy  and  almost  fcproacbfnt     He 
ueilher  bowed  nor  spoke  to  her;  nor  did  be 
withdraw  lib  tjn  wbm  be  diacorttitd  «be  wm 
awan:  upcm  whom  they  were  fixed. 

Thi*  look  was  more  than  AuguMa  eoold 
bear :  a  deadly  palene««  came  over  her ;  Aa 
trembled  from  head  to  fool,  and  she  felt  w  if 
ihc  wa»  going  to  faint. 

Mr.  Stafford,  who  had  teen  Lord  Dclinor* 
loan  before  lie  attracted  Miu  Mordaunt't  at- 


great  distress.     "  Good  God  t  what 
for  vou  f    Lftdy  Mary,  1  am  afraid 
dkUOt  is   orcTcotnc  with  the  beat 
eadeavour  to  g«  her  out  of  thi» 
crowd,— to  take  her,  if  we  can,  into  ih 

**  Poor  thing !  I  am  norry  she 
overcnnir,"  nrplied  Lady  Mary,  tumin 
with  a  Biuile :  but  wh*n  she  percetv 
guala's  ghastly  appearance,  her  whtJc 
chaogrd,  and  she  addnl  in  a  serious  voio 
ts  indeed  very  unfit  to  remain  here !  A 
my  dear,  I  hope  you  do  nut  feel  rery  il 

**  1  hare  been  rather  faint  from  Ih 
MJd  MiM  Mordaiint,  almost  inaudibly 
1  am  belter  now."  And  she  was  in  fad 
ning  to  renve. 

The  passage  before  ibeot  wat  no  to 
itn|M!>netrab)y  closed  a«  it  hod  beon,  at 
te^  minutes  the  whole  i»arty  »uecec<)ed 
eiDg  their  way  to  the  » 
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ODoe  more,  but  be  wu  goiw :  sad  (hoa^  ns 
■mu»lJ  by  his  abaencv,  ibe  turned  hrr  hew)  in 
every  direction,  she  cuuld  not  calrh  the  ili|>bl- 
c«t  trace  of  any  if^utv  that  rcwmblrd  hu. 

Lady  Mary  Cairingtaa  had  declared  ihat  it 
m  her  oontfant  practice  to  walk  to  ber  car- 
riage, and  the  did  nei  deriat*  fram  it  opon  tlila 
occaaiop.  Her  footBoo  led  the  «ray  to  Iba  place 
■rhcfv  it  wa«  waiting  for  her ;  and  two  nr  tbm 
links  ran  offidoiuly  by  b«r  side,  calling  dawn 
blefaings  upon  h«r  ladyahip'a  bradt  and  bcancb- 
isg  ber  to  rtMsllcct  what  peculiarly  goud  cant 
they  always  t4xik  of  Acr  aalety,  and  to  reward 
thMn  accunlinKly. 

Auguita  followed  her  cbapenn'a  atepa  almosi 
mechanically.  The  freth  air  bad  probably  re- 
lieved hvr  from  all  rcDUuns  of  fatnCaHk,— at 
least  Khc  did  nut  Kvm  to  retiuire  mucb  topport 
front  Mr.  Sitall'iifd'*  ann.  She  walked  on  at  a 
rapid  pace,  a«  if  lier  only  object  waa  to  grt 
boaieai  speedily  as  pooaibie :  she  aa*r  Dothin^f— 
she  looked  neitlier  to  the  righi  dot  to  ibe  IcA ; 
indeed,  she  appeared  tu  be  scarcely  cooscioaa 
wbi-re  she  was.  ^e  returned  do  answer  to  ber 
eompaniim's  anxious  and  repeated  inquiries 
about  her  health — it  was  even  doubtful  if  she 
heanl  tbem. 
Mr.  8lafford  was  both  distressed  and  fright' 


'  Luuiut!i«l  rw»*  IM  turn'  U>  apprehend.' 
The^  hail  newly  re«chc()  the 
a  tnomentary  impediment  retarded  th 
Id  the  shape  of  a  sedan-chair,  which 
vandug  in  an  opposite  direction  along  t 
menl.  Augusta,  who  had  not  jic 
ofGciotis  perttmage*  who  funn«d  I^ 
escort,  started  aside  to  get  out  of  its  w 
ID  so  doing  ran  directly  against  a  fl 
which  one  of  these  trusty  guides  bad 
words  hvr  to  point  out  bcr  path. 

Her  intitlin  gonn  iiiimediaul;  took  fi 
in  nn  iostaitt  her  whole  dreai  was  in  a 
She  screamed  witli  terror,  and  estricati 
self  from  Mr.  Stafford,  whose  agony  hi 
rally  Ncared  him  out  of  bis  senses,  s 
wildly  forward,  forgetting  that  a  rapid 
iiient  in  the  open  air  would  only  acccler 
progress  of  the  fl:inics,  and  increase  h 
danger  (enfold.  I'he  [x^iplc  iinnind  hu 
Bsbast  aod  hottocaUiiLiM^a^^^^M 
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thriek  licro  utteml,  when  a  f^cotleowa  nitlMd 
from  the  crowd,  tore  off  the  tUdt  nig  wiiA 
covered  the  bonea  belon^ng  to  the  srarra 
tarri»fy,  cUned  like  lightning  after  poor  Au- 
gusta, aod  resolutely  vresiiag  her  detpcrate 
lligfai,  wrapped  the  wooUen  blanket  lomd  her 
Sgun  with  a  poverful  am,  and  thus  nirceeded. 
6rst  in  smotheriog,  and  afterward*  in  eoipteidy 
FXtingui&hiDg  ihc  fire- 
He  did  not  effect  this  without  coiutderaUe 
difficulty,  and  htforc  it  was  aceompliahed  Mm 
Mordauat  bad  fainted  with  aUrm.  Her  d» 
liverer  raised  her  in  his  arms  and  forriof  Ua 
way  lhr()Uf;h  the  curious  groupa  who  w«fe 
pnufaig  eagerly  forward  to  hear  and  see  what 
had  happened,  he  carried  her  hack  into  ibc 
OperaJwine  in  a  slate  of  insensibility. 

**  When  is  Mia  Mordauol  ?  —  »tU  nobody 
teU  B>e  if  nhe  \a  still  alire  T  rxcUiuied  Lady 
Mary  CArrington,  weeping  bytfericany,  and 
wringiog  her  hands  n  she  tpoke.  •*  Poor  An- 
gusta '.  How  horrible  it  was  to  hear  her  sbrieki ! 
— tbcy  itill  ring  in  my  ears  ;— to  see  brr  all  in 
flaiBC*! — Ob,  what  will  liecome  of  me  ?  How 
•hall  I  ever  dare  to  meet  Mr.  and  Mn.  Mwr* 
daunt  again  ?  Tbcy  will  think  it  waa  my  fault ; 
(bey  will  accuse  mc  of  having  caused  this  drcxd' 
ful  cataatropbc !" 

o5 


for  he  it  was  whose  fortitude  and  p 
tnmil  had  rescued  Augusta  from  a  ji: 
terrible  death. 

*'  Sbr   ha*   Nwooned  with  fright," 
tioued ;  "  but  though  I  am  afraid  iihe 
mart  or  \m  burnt,   I   trust  it  will  1 
when  she   recovers  from  ber  alann, 
injunr  »be  has  received  cannot  be  of  ■ 
oils  nature."  ' 

Then  turning  lo  a  Rtmngrr  who  H 
be  looking  with  miKh  intereu  at  his  in 
tbarge,  be  ihi»  appealed  lo  hi*  aid ; 

"  May  1  venture  to  request  of  rou 
have  the  charity  to  send  some  one  imni 
for  th«  oearest  surgran  who  cau  be 
Tbis  lady  requires  instant  medical  as 
and  you  see  that  it  is  impofisible  /  a 
her." 

"  I  will  go  niyiclf,  )>ir,  and  bring  a  d< 
moment  I  can_fii>dj>«e,^|gjj[jjjj^^j|y 
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'  Sbc  cmnnot  twwum  here,'*  ofawrad  Ltmi 
DdmoK  to  Iwtcoada:  **the  will  be  HtfcMod 
by  lb«  best  «m1  oppnmti  bjr  tfae  cru*«l  when 
the  oomct  agibi  to  hendf.  We  had  iMlcr 
Uiu  ber  witbout  ton  of  iime  iato  <a>  of  Uw 
etnply  boxes  upon  tbe  gnmod  tier :  jMO  vfll 
iherv  be  perfectly  quiet,  uxl  quite  ibat  out 
fftxn  ftU  few  tit  impertituAt  tntnaaiga.'' 

Ladjr  Mary  saaailed  to  tbe  propdcty  of  ibb 
plsn — indeed  she  felt  »  hdplcss  umI  m  mitfwj 
bcnelf,  (hat  she  was  very  mucb  oUlgid  M 
Liooel  for  telling  her  wbat  to  do. 

He  was  preparii^  to  put  bis  fvopotal  talo 
execution,  when  Mr.  Std&nl,  bmtblni  witb 
impatieDce,  aod  irunbUtig  witb  nge  sad  dc^ 
pair,  darted  across  his  path.  la  Ina  aBsief;  lo 
rejoin  Auga»u,  be  bad  paabad  aadt  ercrj  ob- 
stacle thai  presented  itself  to  bia  ooarse  with  tbr 
fur;  of  a  madman  ;  and  be  bad  afanost  knocked 
down  all  tboae  pcreoas  wbo  bappcnad  noiar- 
tunatd^  fur  ibem  to  xtand  in  lib  way. 

"  I  must  see  lier!"  he  cried.  "  Who  will 
dare  tu  refuse  me  that  miserable  <atirfsctioa  ?~ 
Tben  fftzitig  £or  a  moraeot  upon  bv  pallid 
features,  and  supposbg  firom  her  dcalhlikr 
appearance  thai  she  was  really  dead,  be  added 
[atill  more  aildly, 

"  I  ought  to  have  prevented  ibt^     /, —  1 


I  can  never,  never  forgive  myself." 

"  Miss  Mordaunt  i»  just  recoverinl 
fainting  fit,"  uid  Lord  Delmore,  in  a 
proiichful  tone;  "  and  if  you  do  »oll 
retard  her  aatendmcnt,  and  to  kJll  h«j 
iirtt,  you  will  refrain  from  exprf*)iing 
utoderale  grief  when  she  beooines  raJ 
undentlandiiig  what  i«  pauing  around  ) 

Mr.  t^taffbi-d  had  great  difficulty 
Bianding  his  rewnlRicnt ;  hut,  under  the 
eircumttanccN,  he  felt  the  abmlutc  nwc 
avoiding  nn  outbreak.  Something  of  ll 
kind  xet-mi-d  lo  occur  to  Ltonel,  for  it  i 
more  e\|>taiiutury  voice  that  he  continue 
"  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  of  w 
to  Miss  Mordaunt  in  putting  out  the 
and  in  bringing  her  afterward*  to  thii 
1  am  now  going  to  convey  her,  by  Lad; 
Carrington's  direction,  to  a  quieter  on 
appropriate  Npoi.     ^Vhcn   thotpurpoM 
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Tboqgb  tki>  last 
inUntlcd  to  web  tim  or  td  tW  ] 
h  WM  tapea$Uy  BikliLBid,  il 
by  Udy  Mary.  Sbr  had 
alami  vhicb  kmochI  facr  m  ■■«  to  Wr  nnl- 
lectiao,  the  fiirioM  jaiammj  tkai  «>■  ^^^ 
ia  Mr.  StafbnTt  bount,  a^  iW  bH(t^,  c^ 
t«nptaau»  namns  ia  vikk  h«  omm  «w 
iacUncd  lo  Ircai  Ua:  Md  lapniwl  At  mm- 
diirf  dM  ptfTceiml  «>•  ■»  l&d;  to  omk 
froa  tbetr  beiag  bwagU  faMa  «afiiiMi»*r 
piCMOl  ertdud  flair  of  tWr  fcdfafBi.  A> 
bq;ged  the  tbracr,  «rtb  appwrat  anJnto^ 
lo  be  ktod  cootigb  to  go  aad  tttdl  •  ^i^  at 
cold  wvtcr. 

Uawnrr  nawiUiag  Mr.  fildbtd  a^fci  fcd 
to  kan  Mm  MonUnnt,  hcfiMaditJ 
1(1  nfuM  obedirooe  to  her  hif^p't  ra 
and  be  flew  rductaatljr  to  fotarm  ber  fail 
l>uritig  fab  ibwiKv,  Lord  IMnarc  am 
«ai  Moadoa  Aagtuu  tnio  oMoflhaa 
boxn,  and  havbg  |riand  ha  «itb  dtt  p 
caution  aad  lendemaa  vpoo  •  aon  of 
fbrotcd   hastily   bj   drawing  t«a  cWn 
togethvr,    be  eoosif;ae6    ber  with 
nlcmnitj  to  hi*  comiB'K  can.    He 
to  retuc,  with  the  iatcatiaB  «f  < 
the  kurgeoa'*  arrivd,  but  I^isd;  Mar;  de- 
inoed  hhn. 


^ J'     -   t — 

"  but  tf  I  du  nM  Miind  otitntlc  (he  due 
box,  those  who  come  in  aeareh  of  you  h 
be  able  to  discover  where  you  are." 

*'  Plaor  yourself  where  you  please, 
it  only  Iw  nrnr  enouf^h  to  enable  you 
me  ^pcak  to  you  if  I   Hhould  want   y 
■istanoc." 

Lord  IX'Imore  accorditifjly  look  hi*  sti 
the  |Mssa)^,  leaving  the  diior  of  t)>e  box 

S<ion  nf^er  he  was  gone,  Miss  Mo 
opened  her  eye«,  and  gazing  vauntly  ) 
ber,  exdaiiiiDd  In  ■  feeble,  hurried 
*'  When-  urn  I  ?  1»  that  yoii,  mnmroa,  w 
sitting  bcoide  meP  I  foci  ns  if  my  brain  ' 
fire.  Oh  .'  1  liavtf  had  »uch  a  horrible  d 
but  1  bdiere — I  hope  that  it  was  only  a  t 
I  thought  that  I  wan  unhappy — that  a  ti 
tJon  was  held  out  to  me — ami  thai  in  a 
and  evil  hour  I  gave  «ay  to  U  and  vcal* 
own  doom.     I  hati  no  M>onoi^poj(e^h| 


THE  HEIR  OF   MORDAtWT. 


rising  round  me,  when  mmt  pamrSan  angel 
took  |)iiy  upon  me,  and  miAU-iinl  mc  sudden); 
from  bis  grasp.** 

She  paused,  and,  aa  if  quite  »hau<ited  with 
having  spolcn  so  much,  thv  dosed  ba  e^es 
and  sunk  sgtin  into  a  stale  of  tnsairibflity. 

"  Lionel,"  sai<l   L»dy   Mary   to  an  audiblr 
whixpcT,  *'  did  you  hear  how  wildly  kIw  talked^ 
**  She  wni  prnbably  delirious;  it  Js  not   ex- 
traordinary that  ahv  ahoald  be  so." 

"  She  cwlainly  was ;  I  hope  she  will  not  iwn- 
b)e  in  that  sort  of  way  again,  it  is  wi  khackin); 
to  listen  to  her  .'     Do  you  not  think  looie  medi- 
cal person  will  soon  be  here  ?" 
'*  I  truM,  very  sotio." 

During  this  brief  ooovcrsation  Lord  Delmore 
■eemed  half  disposed  to  re-enter  the  box,  the 
door  of  which  he  had  coniplett4y  opened. 

"Those chairs,"  hen-marked,  "aretlippJOK 
aounder:  I  mir«t  help  you  lo  replace  lliem." 

And  without  wailing  for  any  answer  from 
bis  cousin,  be  advanced  lo  make  the  proposed 
arrangement.  The  variation  in  their  position 
wu,  however,  xt  trifling,  that  he  hitd  evidently 
pleaded  it  only  as  a  prctcnee  to  ctuble  him  to 
■w«nain  from  a  cloder  observation  what  might 
be  the  real  state  of  the  sufferer  wlw  reclined 
upon  them. 


^luiuL  111  iiiL  ]iasMige  buiriifu  iiini  mrii 
and  caused  him  to  turn  his  head,  that 
trived  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  hia  feature 
dcfp  anguish  of  (heir  expression  buih  m 
and  lfrnfii.t)  her;  and  »l)c  could  scarcely 
the  evidence  of  her  own  tye»,  when  she 
she  saw  wiiiiething  verjr  like  l«nrs  actual 
telling  in  h)!>. 

"  Guud  Heaveni !"  cried  she,  "  you  ii 
Augusta  is   in   danger.      You  cannot 
from  n>c  your  apprehentiionB.     What  it 
wbic  to  do  for  her  ?" 

"  Indeed,  Mary,"  replied  Lord  De! 
"  I  have  im  with  to  deceive  you ;  and  I 
xlnccrcly,  wh4.11 1  ray  that  I  have  not  di«M 
any  cause  to  fear  that  Miss  Mordaunt  is 
now  than  1  fancied  her  ten  minutes  ago. 
ha«  l>ccn  diradfully  frightened,  oiul  h«r  1 
)uvc  not  AH  yet  had  lime  to  recover  the 
shock  they  have  sustained.  Her  brain 
present  coatat»±\isJLLJiut^iiititm^mma 
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da  is  to  keep  her  qukt  btntU*,  ta  talk  to  br, 
and  endcsTour  lo  looche  ber  mnd." 

At  be  coodudcd  tboe  words,  Lionel  i»> 
Ireued  ■  Mcood  tits*  into  tbe  baokpound. 
aad  Ladv  Mar;  prepared  to  follow  the  judi- 
duu*  sdvioe  he  had  given  ber.  Sbe  Jiinaw  d 
■UcDoe  upon  AugiuU :  astunrd  her  Ae  had  no 
longer  anything  to  f»r  ;  laid  her  the  was  with 
Mend*  wbo  were  abl*  aod  desroua  to  gvmM 
her  rron  evtry  danf^r:  and  added  thai,  ihaagh 
klie  was  awaiv  the  must  ihea  feel  very  fiw  fima 
well,  she  haJ  Utile  doubt  she  would  vcrjr  warn 
be  much  belter. 

Mia*  ICordautil  rrgarded  her  with  a  raeant 
air.  iDd  wened  icarcely  capable  • 
log  what  was  said  to  her.  At  laagUi  i 
den]/  recognized  Ladjr  Harj's  Toicr,  and  h 
partial];  recalled  to  hor  iDctBory  when  ahc 
waa. 

Tbe  gas  bad  been  partly  extinguithed,  but 
light  enotigb  still  remained  to  show  her  that 
she  had  not  left  the  Opera-booar.  She  at- 
tempted to  ri»e  and  look  aniuod  ber,  but  ber 
limbs  were  fettered  by  tbe  rug  whicfa  was  cloadj 
wrapped  about  them ;  and  this  circtiiinww, 
together  with  th«  pain  she  fdt  when  the  nomd 
bffr  «nn,  brought  back  to  bet  miad  a  preitjr 


uui) :  inumiurea  i/trra  j 
"  those  loore  will  reli«v«  lier,  and 
good." 

At  that  inntntit  tlic  sound  of  foots 
heard,  and  ^Ir.  BttifTord,  aocumpani 
surgeon,  and  fullowe^l  by  wvvral  of  A 
and  her  companion's  friends,  advance* 
lo\fnn(B  (he  spot  «here  \)e  wa*  standing 

"Can  you  din-cl  mc,"  he  «3<:laini«d, 
to  find  MiKK  Mordaunt  and  Lady  Ma 
rington  ?     1   have   been  hunting  for  t 
every  quarter,  and  no  one  has  yet  be 
to  tell  me  what  is  beconve  of  ihem." 

Xjord  I>elinore  pointed  out  to  him  i 
in  which  the  ladies  wttom  he  was  in  se 
had  lakvn  refugv;  and  Mid,  "he  beli 
might  give  him  the  pleiuiiig  inteUigcn 
Miss  Murdaunt  was  recovering  very  t 
lorily  from  the  effects  of  her  terror." 

Mr.  Stafford  knocked  gently  at  the  da 
Ladv  Mary  unm  mnfmaaiLjiiM^^^ 
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compoaed ;  ibc  «u  ninDfr  with  brr  bad  rv- 
clioed  agxinat  ibe  lide  of  the  txa,  appsrrallv 
nteditMiag  upon  the  svful  litOMkn  fron  vUdi 
«be  had  ju-tt  beva  rescued. 

She  luokec)  up  when  the  itnui^  raund, 
but  took  Du  fuiber  uodce  of  him  itLon  a  ilifht 
bow. 

Her  Riudin  f^wn  bad  been  niiirply  coo* 
iumcd  by  iti«  llaniM,  and  both  her  arm*  ««« 
borot — one  vrrjr  Ultlc,  th«  other  rather  ne^vniy : 
hut  her  shawl  hail  forcunitrlv  checked  tfae  p>D> 
gffM  of  the  Are,  and  prvvented  her  from  being 
more  Mdooaly  injurvd.  Her  cnp  bad  falko  oC 
and  Iter  hair  bung  in  dtaorder  about  her  ht^ 
which  was  pale  as  marble:  aotl  her  whole  figin* 
wRsenvelopedin  Lndy  &larr'»  mlk  doak, — agw^ 
ment  which  now  proved  much  bghtcrand  mars 
comfortable  than  the  friendly  wooUen  rug. 

The  lurf^in  had  been  informed  of  the  nature 
of  the  acddeot  that  had  taken  place,  and  bad 
oonuK|ueat)y  provided  himtelf  with  proper  ap- 
plications.  Having  aKvrtaincd  the  extent  of 
tU-  uiiachicf,  he  turned  from  Iiih  patient  to  her 
oompanion,  and  obaerred,  "  fluu  the  young 
lady's  Qerves  appeared  very  naturally  to  have 
suffered  iniicb  trom  alarm  ;  that  lie  feared  the 
bum*  gave  her  great  pain ;  but  that  be  must 
add,  that,  cunaidering  all  the  circumstance*  of 


mMwjt    viiv   fcjuuiu    III 

look    upon    Buch   a   sij;ht,     Mhnink 
fJaeed  lier  hwitl  licfore  her  c>v3. 

During  the  o|>ention  AugoMa  did 
■  word ;    and  though  it  mutt  h«*t 
trraiHy  painful,  she  gave  not  tlie  s]i, 
dicaltun  that  she  felt  it  bo.     When  it 
slie  thanked  the  surgeon  for  hi>  kindi 
fur  the  trouble  he  hiul  taken  ;  but  she 
reply  to  the  oomplimeiil  he  paid  hrr  i 
firniDCM. 

He  su^gCBled  that  the  sooner  she  eoi 
be  carried  home  the  U-tier,  and  that 
pivaent  state  the  would  find  a  wedan- 
much  easier  conveyance  than  a  carriage 

Liuiy   Mary  prepared   immediately 
upon  these  hiats,  and  requested  him  to 
with  his  patient  vhile  she  made  her  t 
mcnis  with  the  gentlemen  of  her  {wrly. 

She  fouml  them  all  anxiety  to  l>eai 
port  of  Mitt  Mordttunt. 
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**  Some  oo»  nart  poaid»«ly  ga  oa  brfotv  a^* 
Hid  I^^-  Mmry,  "  and  prtpitT  Umn  Icr  tbe 
srrira)  of  tbrir  lUughur.  You,  Mr.  Stdfard, 
n  the  moM  mciawle  fnend  the;  ham  fa«i^ 
an  ibe  pnfMr  penoa  to  mdcftalw  thia  | 
commiaaioii.'* 

Mr.  Stafford  would  finn  ba«r  d«cKaHl 
the  bearer  oT  nich  unwrlcooae  tDlcUq^ncv ;  bat 
after  the  numoer  in  vhicfa  tbe  tank  had  baaa 
pioppacd  to  him,  it  was  qoile  out  at  the  ({oc^ 
tioo  to  allefDpt  eacaptng  it ;  and  «ith  a  tio« 
Oep  aod  a  heavy  heart  he  wt  out  upoa  Ua 
awkward  and  dikagreeable  enbaij. 

I^rd  Deloutre  bad  been  previoutly  dt^ 
patched  to  God  «  wdao-chaJr  for  Mim  ICor- 
dauot,  and  another  for  Lady  Mary:  and  l» 
■eoil  her  ladyship's  carriage  i*>  wait  for  bcr  a 
(he  street  where  Mr.  Mordauot  lirtd. 

He  returned  vrrj  vprvdily  to  iofomi  Ua 
cwuun  that  hrr  oommiMiiHi  waa  eiFCUted  ;  tmd 
in  a  lower  voice  be  added,  **  The  aurgeon  will, 
I  sufrpotK,  walk  by  tbr  ode  of  hii  paiicot't 
chair,  and  uf  course  /  shall  nut  kae  dgbt  a( 
yours  until  you  are  tarely  landed  at  Mr.  Motw 
daunt's  door.  1  shall  keep  out  of  tbe  way  ot 
olist-rvation  here,  as  I  should  hate  to  be  thanked 
In  iniblic  for  any  little  asnslaacc  1  may  have 
giTen." 


MCK  u>  AiigusUi  after  Twr  ronfi'i 
frieiicl»,  ihc  found  hvr  slJU  Kik-nt  nni 
ed:  a)ic  ()j<l  iKit  tlinvfore  attempt 
her,  liut  lumtioned  aloud  to  tlw  tni 
"  tliiii  she  Iwped  tl>e  arrangenienl  s  foi 
p«rturc  «i>ul<l  bv  n-ry  »oon  cooiplctei 

Not  anothn-  ajrUakW  wa«  uttrntl 
of  tlte  trio,  until  Lioori  summoneil 
b>  inform  b«r  that  the  chairs  were  wait 

Lad  V  Mary,  who  f;iic»rd  what  hr  b 
to  bcr,  «Kkcd  Mi»*  Mordaunt  ifahefe 
iCioogh  to  be  able  to  walk  to  the  doc 
(>pen-lM)u*e  f 

"  Oh  yea,"  replied  Augusu,  "  I  o 
anywhen.'  now."  Then  detaioiniK  h> 
paniou,  she  continued  in  a  hrntatiiif; 
*'  Tbero  in  ow  thing  1  want  you  to 
Lady   Mary;— Who  was    it  that  « 

life  r 

Lady  Mary   wa*  loo  well  aniuatnt 
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«1 


delivenr;  AeuBemSa^f 
Mti>rvtog  ber  etuiamy. 

She  said,  "Aerallr«M  matmuww^iad 
bMD  pffuinp«ily  iiMtrutnaUl  n  fmamg  m^ 
^  flanwi:  thai  ibe  (miI  not  bnlfa«  te 
euuiropfae ;  ukI  Umi  vben  ahc  bard  the  tvy 
of  fire,  the  had  ban  w  banifiRi,  i 
incapable  of  dtstiii|;nitiag  ^ytUi 
that  all  that  tcmk  pkar  i<bifw»di  w*  to  b« 
a  confuaiaa." 

"  Theo  it  waa  ml  Sir.  Sta&rd  l»  vbs«  I 
was  indebted  Cor  nv  ufeljr  t" 

•'  Poor  nua !  be  was.  1  bdie«e,  CmoUj 
aepWBted  fnim  you  bjr  tbe  ciovd.  H*  bw 
bt«naliWMtdiftraGlede«cc«DeB.  Itvaaodiy 
pftiable  to  mc  Inm !  He  i*  nam  giaa,  hf  mj 
deuK,  to  BoftcD  to  Mr-  sod  Mn.  MaRfaaM 
ibe  dreadful  and  uDexpeded  Aock  tbat  ««^l» 
them." 

"To  couiDianicale  to  thMB,"  auUend  An- 
Ipttta  io  a  bitter  tort  of  uJSUii^,  **  ibM  • 
Rtraagtr  beroicall;  came  Ibnrard  lo  racae  ihdr 
daughter  from  a  ficrv  dc«tb,  aAer  ke  raa  aaajr 
frooi  bfT  and  Xiiii,  ber  lo  periab.  Yet  I  bmc 
Dot  be  ungrateful ;  Mr.  Stafford  ni^t  have 
proved  the  kinder  friend  of  the  two — he  ocr- 
(aioly  was  the  nwre  eonsidtratt^ 

Lady  >Ury  did  not  overiiear  ihne  «onl«  i 


■  tail  I  uuj  uuucv  ui  iiiiss  ;nuni«uiH,- 
slic  Mid,  be  overcome  liy  iivquiries 
scarcely  well  enough  to  answer  wi 
And.  in  Irulhi  when  she  made  her  a 
mwnvnt  afterward*,  luuiing  upon  hti 
ami,  Iter  fft-ble  step  aiu)  langtiit 
cteiitly  proved  that  lier  weukue**  hal 
exaggerated. 

Lofd  Delmore  remained  in  the  hi 
but  kept  quite  close  to  the  two  lai 
^»lu  bud  rrry  iicnrlv  rrnctted  the  p 
the  chair  won  waiting  fur  her,  when 
man,  who  had  beard  in<liuinctl]r  ' 
•hocking  accident  had  happened,  bu 
%'ery  little  concern  about  it,  acooste 
with  whuu)  he  was  intimately  ac(|iiaii 
wax  entering  into  coiivprsatioo  with  1 
an  imiiflerent  Mibjcct,  junt  when  the  I 
a  lamp  chn»c<-d  to  l>e  nrRected  atn 
Kuddenly  ii|N>n  his  figure.  He  alai 
•iirprite,  »"■<  riT'niriiiaUliitti^^^ 
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SIS 


Utd  people  to  wpprae  I  mi  t  atadenr.  Yoo 
naUy  oeti  not  look  tlarmed  :  I  Imtv  hurt 
njself  R  Ullle.  lh»l  >■  sU:  tb«  iojarr  K  I 
assure  you,  Ttry  trilling.*' 

"To  judfre  fniD  jrour  appearaoM,  I  abaukl 
DOI  (if  il  was  my  caar)  be  inclined  la  oooiUcr 
it  ao.  Truly  I  begin  lo  bdievc  thai  jfom  noat 
have  been  ibt  ttnfatiiPaK  victim  who  w 
reported  to  have  been  aloKM  bumi  lo  dcalb 
about  tco  mbulea  a|p>.  ]>id  you  hear  ao^  a 
rtoryr 

Before  there  was  tine  far  any  nplanaliaa, 
LioDe)  had  darted  forw&rd  to  Miaa  Mordaunt'i 
She  appeared  to  be  unable  to  auppon 
hervelf,  and  withnut  his  opportune  aariMMMB 
the  would  prubsbly  bsvr  fallen. 

"  We  ought  not  lo  have  alkiwnl  yoa,  my 
drar  Augusta,"  said  Lady  Mary,  **  lo  atlrmpt 
lo  walk  to  thv  chair ;  the  exertlaa  baa  bm  luo 
much  for  you.  Tbc  choJnnen  can  cooUiire  to 
cmDe  here  and  fetch  you — can  ibcy  not  ?"  And 
■be  turned  towards  bcr  couib,  as  if  to  request 
him  lo  dMJre  them  to  do  so. 

"  I  certainly  did  feel  a  lillle  faint  a^o,~ 
obisned  Miss  Mordniint ;  "  but  all  I  now  wish 
of  you  U  only  to  take  me  hoaae.  I  cannot  be 
belter  while  I  remain  in  this  jdace.  Ob  !  why 
was  I  ever  persuaded  to  come  lu-re  P 
vat.  I.  p 


p(J,  while  h«  carefuUj^  avoided  gii 
npjmrtunily  of  discovering  once 
wns  tunr  her :  indeed,  liis  own  agtj 
vxcctsive,  that  he  was  desirous  tol 
self  from  tliv  ol>Kcrvati<>u  of  his  co| 
evrryhody  el«e  to  whom  he  woi 
wail  glad,  loo,  to  find  a  iilauuhlel 
escaping  from  Miss  Mordauni's  side] 
tlial  if  she  expressed  her  gratitude 
the  service  he  had  reodered  her,  h« 
he  able  to  command  his  feelings;  i 
rvents.  he  was  cunKctnus  that  he  coul 
himttclf  to  remain  witii  her  anott 
under  iheir  present  circumstance*. 


ll 


J>l«iHD.— Mjr  brd,  ■  «Hi  <»tlhoM,  «t  wrgmi  In 

Implona  to  Iw  adnincd. 
Lioiu. —  If  h«  ■  •MOfci  t 

JnfdHM.— Hh  bee  b  mnflM  in  hii  doak,  but  bo4h 
Hit  loice  lad  gMlum  term  familiar  %o  i 
I  cnrtd  kit  MUM,  hiyl  ihta  he  tMn'd  niacBM 
T«  mui,  rnn  la  jonntf ;  ncM  tHBMljr 
He  nid  la  be  pennitted  to  (i^MMch  jrott. 
•   Tu  »  Mnnge  hour,  aMd  a  mkimciixu  tattiii|  I 

Lmd  B(mw. 

Mb.  MoiEiiiii>T  had  ilevotctl  ihc  rrvoing  lu 
liuBtucss :  h(!  butl  Iflkco  the  o^^rtunitjr  uf 
Mrs.  Murdaunt'A  liaring  no  angagemenl,  lo 
idk  0T«r  with  her  bis  last  half-year's  upen> 
ditur^  and  lo  look  acxurutdy  into  the  stale  of 
hU  pecuniary  lUfairi. 

Till-  rvHuh  of  this  invesligatioa  was  anything 
but  agreeable  or  Mtirfactory.  The  altenitions 
at  Mordaunt  had  been  carried  ua  u|x>d  a  great 
scale,  and  had  cunsequeotly,  in  the  firsi  tiiatanoe, 
evallowcd  up  an  enormous  sum  of  money.  Then 
be  bw)  purchased  and  funiished  a  very  hand- 
tome  house  in  town  ;  and  these  outlays,  together 

p2 


^^^^^  uiiuviius  IK  iiuu  uiuui*  upon  ii; 


I 


"  This  will  not  tlo,"  he  uid ;  " 
go  on  a:s  wc  hnve  set  out.  You  see 
we  are  eoibiirrns»e()  slrcady  ;  and 
is  not  >|)betlil^  hitipjii-d,  we  xluiU  vl> 
quite  ruined.  After  having  lasted 
invnt  of  wealtli,  the  diHcotnforti 
would  Ik-  more  iiiKupjwtrlahle  tliaii  e 

"1  truat,"  replied  Mrs.  Murdauni 
lived  not  a^ain  be  our  fate  to  experi 
Wc  fancied  our  resourcca  were  inen 
and  liAvc  conic<|ucntl;  been  imprude 
to  allow  our  cxp<-ti9«t(  (u  cxceml  o| 
Y«t  our  preM-iil  ciiit>srrii>:«n>cnt  la 
H  li'inporary  nature;  luid  until  wo 
over  it,  wr  may  find  man;f  way»  of  eoc 
without  nppennug  to  the  world  to 
difference  in  our  style  of  living." 

"  I  am  very  glad  that  you  think 
tw  (torn-,     i  own  ilint  I  should  wikh,  ii 

to   "■"■"—'    **•* f— — J-    —I—.    ~. 
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tDCouragnl  Augo*tn  of  Utc  tn  toduli^  Ota* 
ui(!  hobiu  uf  extraTsganoe  litat  may  bmxnv  e%- 
tmudy  JQconveDient  and  pemidou^.  Her  toi- 
let is  man  expensiTr  and  rtchercMr  than  that 
of  any  other  jounf;  lady  uf  hrr  agv,— at  ka«t,  w 
it  appean  to  me-  Then,  though  I  mi^t  have 
imaf^ned  that  her  educatioa  was  cocapletcd 
when  she  came  out,  I  find  it  no  joke  to  adraace 
the  inoncjr  (o  the  dilfcTenl  i/iu  mantm  who 
come  here  every  ilay  in  th«  week  to  perfect  her 
in  aome  accomplishment  or  other.  I  was  ex- 
pected, loo,  to  give  a  ball  to  all  London,  a 
series  of  psrlies,  and  a  surce&sion  of  dinncn 
tnntimcrablc,  upon  Hiss  Mordaunt's  accouBI. 
lu  Ahorl,  I  have  discovered  that  a  grawa-ttp 
daughter,  and  a  beauty,  is  a  very  trouhlfMMr 
and  ruinous  appendage." 

"  Surely,  Iklr.  Monlaunt,you  would  not  wish 
to  hare  an  ugly  daughter !" 

"  No,"  pursued  lie  with  a  slirug,  "that 
would  be  far  from  desirable :  yet  I  own  it  half 
provokes  me  to  sec  a  child  like  Augusta  giving 
herstrir  all  llic  impertinent  aire  of  Lady  Caroline 
Mortimer." 

"  Aogufta  ia  a  very  good  giH,"*  said  Str». 
Mordauiit,  who  felt  much  hurt  hy  the  severity 
of  her  husbands  censure  ;  '*  and,  if  her  head 
happens  to  be  a  little  turned  just  now,  Ibe  err- 
cumslancc  is  very  panlonnble,  considering  how 


inirntion  is  a  rery  unprofitable  comn 
all.     It  would  be  much  more  to  thi 
wmv  of  those  numerous  atlorateuri 
of  would  »Iep  forward  ami  n-quci'I 
stow  upon    them    her  hand.      Not 
seem  inch'ned,  however,   to  pay  he 
agreeable  compliment.     It  is  evidci 
original  admirer,  I^rd  Delmore,  has 
up  all  intCTilions  of  the  kind, — if  indi 
rnlertaiued  any.     What  is  your  atcan 
Mr.  StalTord,  ttiinkiog  about  ?     1  se< 
atnnlly  in  iittendanoe  in  Augusta's  trai 
tn  the  nanw  of  Heaven,  docs  lie  no 
for  her  ?" 

"  He  would  l»e  very  ready  to  do' 
little  encouragement ;  but  1  believe  he 
peels  that  Augusta  does  not  much  lili 

"  I  ought.  pcrhiip»,  to  be  the  lust 
blame  her  for  that,**  obocrved  Mr.  1 
with  a  smile  that  very  neatly  approi 
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apedung,  will  you  be  ao  good  w  to  Uke  tbr 
Mrliect  oppofluiiitf  of  ioiinuatitig  to  her  xhu 
I  require  it  of  her  to  oblige  me  ao  fmr  ?** 

**  Augusta  ia  already  aware  of  my  «vntiTnra(!i 
aDd  wishes  respecting  &Ir.  Stafiurd,  nttil  I  bavi- 
no  doubt  she  will  in  time  learn  to  look  u)Km 
bis  pretenaioiLs  in  the  same  tight  that  we  do; 
but  an  unfortunate  prrfervnoe  fitr  tlii*  faithlcM 
young  prcr  whtiiii  you  alluded  lo  juM  now 
hak  htlhiTtu  prerraled  her  frtini  fn-ltng  the 
wdghi  of  my  arguments  in  hit  favour." 

*'  What !  doea  she  pretend  lo  fancy  henelf 
in  lore  with  Lord  Delmore?  This  is  really 
too  absurd ;  and  I  may  well  add,  loo  contempU- 
b)e  aod  m<-iui-K|>iritisl,  coabdering  what  has 
been  his  bebaTiour  towards  her.  Pray  repeat 
to  ber  to-moTTow  morning  all  the  advantages 
that  would  rrsull  to  her  frun  a  onion  with 
Mr.  Staflbrd :  admonish  her  to  treat  him 
henceforward  more  graciously  tliao  &he  has 
done ;  and,  if  you  still  find  her  iocltaed  to  be 
refractory,  tcU  Ikt  from  me,  '  that  it  is  not 
the  custom  in  thote  days  for  young  Indies  to  \x 
rotnautioi  that  such  absurdities  are  now  only 
to  be  found  in  novels — they  hare  long  ago  been 
exploded  in  rral  life ;  and  that  I  certainly  shall 
not  iKTinit  my  daughti-r  to  revive  to  ridiculous 
a  fultion.'  In  other  words,  inform  her,  that 
I  have  some  reason  to  imagine  Mr.  Stafford 


calmly,  "  to  rrprewnt  to  AugusU  I 
conduct  you  are  desirous  the  ihouU 
and  to  UM  all  my  influmcv  to  pen 
Uiat  ahe  will  promote  her  own  hap 
oooforming  immediately  lo  your  ti 
hope  mjr  doquetKe  will  prove  »uoct4) 
should  I  be  diiappoiDted,  I  know  < 
enough  to  feel  sure  that  you  would  i 
harshly  towards  your  daughter ;  and 
equally  iwarr  that,  rvrn  if  you  wen 
to  do  so,  /  could  Dot  ba^x  the  heart  to 
her  with  your  severity." 

"  Well,  well,  1  belitrve  you  are  right 
■rgWBBita  are  generally  th«  most  pel 
md  yoa  must  know  much  better  how  to 
AugutU  than  I  can  do.  All  I  aslc  of 
to  pivvail  upon  her  lo  become  Mrs.  S(j 
■pecdily  as  may  be  ;  eIdoc  it  will  he 
Uriy  coovenivnt  to  me.  cin:uni«tancc<) 
[M   thi»  imtant,  to  mam'  mv  daualil 
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00(1  laLing  out  hU  wAtds  obtemA  ta  ■  atwi  at 
loliloqtiy,  "  It  mUftl  br  gra«tB)[  lair-  Tb« 
disagreeable  boiiMH-like  HiiniMiniM.  aid  tW 
penance  oT  looking  onr  cba«  |apa«i  ^b** 
Budr  me  quite  ■kepj'." 

"  I  wcMifler,''  rcmarkal  hia  helpaate,  "  thai 
Auguota  is  not  come  home.  Tbe  open  i* 
sorely  over  before  thi»  ttnie." 

At  thai  instant  m  loud  nog  «u  beard  u  iW 
hou6e-<Iaor. 

'•  There  ibe  i*r  exctatined  Mr*.  MordMaL 
"  Yet  I  did  oot  hear  the  taimd  of  a  carrt^c" 

Both  lutened,  and  voioa  were  disliacdy 
audible  in  ihr  hall  below;  but  no  Ai^aiCk 
made  hrr  ajipearaDce. 

**  It  i«  not  bcr,"  uk)  Mix.  Munlaunt.  ia  aa 
anxiou*,  dinpiiointed  tone.  *'  Wbo  can  it  be  ?" 
**  Nubody,  I  fai>cT,  wbo  it  cotae  to  give  uft 
anylbing,"  replied  bercompBsioaeoolljr.  "  fVr- 
hsps  some  frieod  of  the  aenanti.  Bttt  our 
L-uriodty  will  toon  be  gratiSed ;  the  nst'ir 
seeniB  to  be  making  bin  way  up  stain." 

The  door  was  indcvd  opened,  yet  tbe  fim- 
man  mtL'rvd  alone.  Addrcunng  bim«elf  to  hia 
master,  he  inforoi«d  bin,  "  that  there  waa  a 
gentleman  waiting  below  who  reijueited  ha 
would  have  the  goodneas  to  oonte  down  aoA 
■peak  to  him  for  a  few  minutes  upon  business 
of  impcMlance." 

r5 
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z  ~^:Bfr  jf»  TTMrtinp  to  mdnm  itjjMpa^ 
^  ic  nictc^  moi  thai,  cmle»  oe  will 
ef-  ^cx.  1  csmot  pocsUT  see  bm." 
K  zae  Mnjui  li^tmted.  he  mUsiL 

acc  obex  m  v  ordns  r     If  tou 
K   3KT  lue  lilt  apjKvt^en-  of 
max  ^  r^c  ^MFoet.^ 
T^   Sa.{::i:;i:i  ::!i?<'^  towxif  dw  door;  tfm 
■:ro  =:t!  kxiL  is  hcs  HwnL  bt  ad  in 
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wivnl.  "  MoMt  prabnbly  I  shall  find  tluit  my 
good  frknd  has  vaaile  nnich  otlo  about  nothtnt;. 
It  is  nut  very  unlikely  that  be  may  bnve  takon 
a  few  more  gla&^s  of  champagne  ihan  usual 
lo-day,  and  that  his  judgment  is  conieqiienliy 
rath<T  confused." 

Mrs.  MordaunI  could  not  look  upon  hit  visit 
with  lh«  same  iraoquitlity  as  hrr  husband. 
She  was  much  alarmed  by  it.  She  f«lt  avague 
sort  of  apprehension  of  »he  knvw  not  what  -. 
her  mind  was  harassed  and  oppressed  by  the 
unpleasant  subjects  she  had  just  been  discuaa- 
iog;  and  she  threw  heriH.'If  upon  a  sofa,  to 
wait  with  brealhlvM  anxiety  ami  im|mlience  for 
Mr.  Mordaunt'x  rvtuni. 

When  the  latter  joined  Mr.  Stattonl,  be 
found  him  in  «  state  of  great  agitation. 

"We  cannot  con*erse  here,"  said  he;  and 
taking  up  a  lamp  which  hspiMnicd  to  Iw  btand- 
iog  near  him,  he  motioned  to  bis  visitor  to 
follow  him  lo  bis  own  room. 

Mr.  Stafibrd  executed  his  delicate  conimis> 
aion  Ml  awkwardly,  and  felt  so  conscious  of  the 
pitiful  figure  be  muxl  bim»elf  make  in  his  story, 
that  his  auditor  could  not  comprehend  bis  state- 
meni,  and  imagined  from  bis  manner  that  be 
bad  be«n  sent  by  Lady  Mary  Carrinf^oii  to 
break  to  him  that  Augusta  bad  actually  peribb- 
cd  in  the  fiamcs. 


upm  Dis  Dan;  tnd  eats 
powered  by  his  fillings,  he  »uiik 
lod  covered  his  face  wiih  both  hia 

Hr   StJifford    wot  exlrvmcly  sh' 
had   Dot  expected   that  Mr.  Mo 
hftTc  betrayed  so  ouch  emoliun ;  1: 
ventured  to  eodeavour  to  give  liim 
bj  sssurin^  him,  "  that,  fearful  as  t 
bad  been,  be  hoped  Miss  Mordaur 
tained   do   alumiiig   injurv,"  he   ii 
disoorered  tbc   mistake  her  father  \ 
into.      He   lost  i»n  time  in  relic^-mg 
hi*  wont  apjirehensions,  niid  dncril 
pretty  nccuratdy  the  outline  of  whai 
pencd,  tailing  care,  however,  to  cay 
possible  about  Lord  Debiwre. 

Mr.  Mordaunl  thanked  him  very 
fin-  tlw  iatemt  be  had  expressed  in  ! 
ter's  pn-srrvation,  and  for  llie  troul 
now   taken  ufxin  hi»  own  and  iipm: 
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ing  I  b«d  be«a  canadering  ihe  'BioM  fartuaalr 
en  of  my  life-     I  had  juM  rweivvd  Mm  Mor- 

(I>ui]t*B  pcnniiaioD  to  apnk  to  700  upoa  a  nib- 
jtet  of  gml— of  vil«l  tmportsnce  to  my  fotmv 
happiDesa.  Upon  tbit  point,  of  counr,  t  cm 
MV  no  more  now." 

Mr.  MonUunt'i  ryn  ftoihed  with  Mlialic- 
tion.  "  1  will  not  aJTeci  to  ninutdarstmd 
you,*^  obaervec)  lie,  as  he  Uiook  Mr.  Stalfutd*s 
tutul  very  wiuiiilr ;  "  aod  I  aay  tnily  add* 
llut  at  name  early  oppurlunity  it  iriU  gire  mc 
great  pleasure  to  talk  to  you  upon  ■  topic  that 
will,  1  believe,  be  mutually  interesting  lo  at. 
At  presml,  I  must  hasten  to  prqiarr  ny  wife 
for  tlw  tixxk  ithc  nill  feci  whtn  •h«  hears  of 
ibe  fvarful  peril  in  whidi  bcr  ilauglitrr  baa  bren 
involved." 

Ai  KMD  at  Mr.  Mufdnuni  re^otleml  ibe 
drawing-room,  ^In-  Monhiunl  rfarteJ  up  IVnm 
the  wfa,  and  exdoimed  rery  e^eriy, 

'*  Well,  what  did  your  visitor  want  to  tay  to 
you  ?  I  thought  that  your  interview  with  him 
would  never  coiiur  to  an  end,  I  see  by  your 
ooiiolvnance  that  be  bos  brought  you  some 
disagreeable  tiew*." 

*'  1  cannot  <leny  that  h«  \x^i.  b«x-u  the  bearer 
of  TCircA  iutelligenoe, — of  very  good  news,  and 
of  bad  news ;  and  that  you  must  arm  yourwlf 
to  Itcar  of  cireumstanoea  that  will  both  oUrtle 


plaMure  to  idl  jou  Uimt  our  wishc 
Aagmatm^  taoirt  tMabUthEnmt  sre  ! 
<f««£hr  fiafiUei],  —  for  the  bu 
ttJantuilT  ■cveplvd  Mr.  Suflbrd.* 
x  Thsnk  God  fer  that  T  cried 
ilMint.     "  Bm  wb;  6on  abc  not 
iirfurtn  tn  of  it  hemiit  to  conmu^ 
bar  own  Upa  «n  rveot  of  so  inucb  imf 

**  She  «ill  do  so  Tery  aoon- 
{{iwa  rnu  nr  gbd  tidii^is,  1  must 
to  voa  thosF  of  m  ku  Bgrc««blF  iwtiti 
MccordtRfilv  Ur.  MocxUuQt  revnled  1 
ilmiliM  tb»  ilaniiil^  accident  that  hm 
tli^(l««lrt(r. 

In  >ptt«  of  all  the  precautioo  wi 
lh)«  tliacldsure  was  maile.  she  wac  d 
■ffectad  fajr  il ;  aikd,  in  the  fini  agoi 
dtann,  ibffinplarcd  him  to  allow  her  i 
hwliwily  to  Mx-k  hcf  poor  noflVring  Ai 
Hrr  husband  bad  just  persuitdcdj 
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Mp  to  mpct  her  OMlber,  tfae  Istter  dafied. 
in  hcT  arms,  and  bandog  into  •  nol^ 
of  lean,  qaeniatn)  n  n  aeom  wUck  «Ht  to 
tbe  htartsofaU  thoM  wkobfwd  her, "  HydOl. 
my  child  !  in;  ami  dm,  pncioui  AagMta  I* 

It  has  been  airtady  auted  that  Mw  Mo^ 
daunt  wa«  man  frigfalcBnl  than  htm-  Thtn 
was  tkotbiDg  in  the  appMnaer  of  the  bofsa 
upon  her  arm,  pato/ul  m  tbry  aj^  W^  tb** 
nrcd  have  occiwwnrrl  the  cxtmw  drpiTiriua 
and  languor  «rii)i  which  ^  waa  aow  gtf . 
eoaw.  All  altempu  to  makebtfibafccfifftfafe 
fearful  aod  uniiBtuntl  apathy  provHl  Mdnlj 
tual.  She  did  not  cooipltta, — ih«  did 
•otm  to  Miffier;  ytt  no  light  cmmt  to  her 
lyr,  DO  amilc  rcMc  upoo  her  hp,  and  brr  check 
renuincd  prrfrclly  mlourlo*. 

She  puMd  a  very  uoeas;  nigbi ;  bv  am  m- 
flamed,  and  a  certain  degree  of  firver  cant  oe ; 
but  itill  the  most  uapleasaot  tjiapitm  at  her 
o>»e  wa«  the  ninlinucd  and  extraiunliaarr  d>- 
jcotion  under  which  she  Uboaied.  It  realty 
•eniH'd  olniiitt  «>  if  her  nawn  bad  been  ibghlly 
affectM)  by  tl»e  terror  the  bad  uiffoed. 

Had  ibooe  around  her,  however,  been  aware 
how  powerfully  her  feelings  had  been  influenced 
and  excited  by  the  Btrange  and  rapid  luceeanon 
of  events  whkh  had  occurred  duhog  the  pr** 
ceding  day,  they  would  have  been  at  no  Iom  to 


Mofdawiit's  health,  hnA  later  in  the  cli 

Mtitcct  himself  ID  p«r»oo  at  lier  fMihcr'i 

Hh  vanity   wits   much  gratified  h 

cepiion  he  met  with  from  Mr.  and  1 

dauiit ;  but  he  was  surfiH^^'d  and  dial 

with  the  unfavourable  account  they  | 

of  Augusta's  health.  i 

He  was  still  with  Mr.  Mordaunt,  wl 

vani  cau>e  to  tell  the  latter,  "  that  t 

more  had  »ent   him  hi*  com^inivnt*, 

(|ue«te<)  (o  know  how  Miss  Mordaunt 

Mr.  Mordaunt  looked  much  surpri 

i)iult<Tcil  in  no  under  loite,  i 

"  WomlerfuUj  dvil,  upon  my  wgi 

tolerabty  easy."  ' 

Lady   Mary  Carrington  had  IimI  I 

reuMU   lor   nut  mentioning   that   it  < 

cuutin  who  bad  saved  Augusta's  life :  h 

wa*  not  therefore  at  al)  aware  of  the  ii 

•crvicv  the  young  peer  had  mulervd  I 


^ 


^ 
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tbc  noble  rxrrtioo*  th«t  hb  riTftl  had  Madr. 
he  Mt  rejoiced  wIko  he  perreivrd  thai  Mr. 
Mordwint  rvnubed  ytt  ia  ignonncc'  upoti  tbr 
ubject. 

Ko  criminal  umler  icnlcaer  of  rucutiaa 
ever  UntentMl  more  bitterly  ihc  fittal  act  wUdh 
oeBasioiMd  hu  coodemiMtioa,  thaa  poor  Au- 
fpHtft  r^retted  her  rub  aeoeptaaee  of  Mr. 
Suflord.  She  felt  that,  aAer  haviiig  eoauiikted 
benelf  so  deeply,  it  was  imposdUe  to  retnct : 
<ihe  was  cotiKious,  too,  that  abe  bad  nobody 
but  herself  to  bUmet  riaoe  it  was  to  an  nMaol 
of  pique  that  ihc  had  e«*led  her  own  firic 
Distressing  rafl«ctio(u  crowded  in  quick  kuc- 
cctcioo  upon  bcr  tniod.  Having  irTeracnblf 
co^^ed  bcDM.'lf  to  marry  tine  pertoo,  ibe  had 
just  ditcorered  (what  she  had  Inog  been  e^ 
dcavouring  to  disbelieve)  that  sbe  was  derated* 
\y  attached  to  another.  Tbst  other  perwo^ 
behaviour  had  latterly  led  ber  to  inaagine  that 
she  was  even  less  thitn  iiiijiflrrmt  to  him : 
yet  in  the  Itour  of  trial  and  danger  be  bad 
sprung  forward  to  her  rescue,  after  sbc  bad  been 
deserted  by  bim  who  had  only  a  few  rooroenrs 
before  been  overwhelming  her  with  profciskwM 
of  the  wartne«t  nod  most  unultcrttble  affrctioD. 
She  reooDected  eoougb,  too,  of  wliat  had  oc- 
curred during  the  ftcene  in  which  he  bad  acted 
ra  proiuineot  a  par1|  to  be  tolerably  well  aware 


taapUbfKrr.  Sfciffbrd  *m  BURmento 
poftionable  dt^TO.  She  frit,  in  shoi 
plrteljr  «frMched,  that  she  w«  ofte 
almost  to  wish  llat  she  had  be«n  lei 
io  theflMDcs. 

Aiq^tuta  was  concdous  that  it  wm 
tD  OOBununimte  u>  h«r  mother  the  e 
that  had  takiti  place  betwrrn  Mr.  8( 
herself ;  yet  iAk  shrunk  from  the  pj 
of  this  painful  Uuk.  She  dared 
of  confiding  to  Mrs,  Mordaunt  boi 
4%e  Jc«r«l  to  be  rdmcd  from  llir  • 
"bt  had  routraeted :  and  so  mue 
ini»lnjsl  herself,  that  she  deti-rmiut 
to  venture  to  speak  of  Lord  Dclnxa 
•hould  bcuav  the  real  nature  of  bcr. 
towards  him. 

Mia*  Mordaunt  sfXDt  the  early  p 
<lay  in  her  own  mon,  but  towards  e 
tnotlier  proposed  to  her  lo  eoute  dowi 

•'  '111-  u...^-.  ^__  I 1 : 1 
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Ltdjr  Caroline  Mortimer  diaobeyed  the  pootm 
iojuncUoiis  of  her  phjaimn  to  conr  and  sec 
you,  and  went  awsy  in  despair  at  leamttif;  jrott 
could  not  be  visible  even  to  her.  You  bave  ao 
idea  of  ihc  Bcnaalioo  and  interest  your  aoddeni 
has  created.  Tou  ougbt-  rvoUy  to  ftxl  much 
flattered  at  finding  vounelf  a  peraoo  of  Kicb 
oo[ue<]ueace  :  it  gratifies  me  extrtmAj." 

A  very  faint  smile  played  for  an  iiutjuii 
upon  AugUBtaV  Up,  and  she  askod  tnlh  aonie 
hesitation, 

"  Did  you  n-cHvc  any  of  these  numeroui 
visiturf,  mamnia  ("" 

"  I  only  WW  one  of  iheni, — the  gentleman 
who  was,  I  suspect,  most  anxious  and  iustru- 
ntental  in  promoting  your  safety  last  night." 

A  bright  blush  spread  itsdf  over  Miaa  Mor. 
daunt's  pale  fftce,  and  a  glow  of  pleasure  ani- 
mati-d  her  whole  cotmu-nnncc.  *'  He  has  been 
here,  then  ?"  ilie  observr^) :  "  I  am  afraid  be 
hurt  hti  own  liaods  very  much  in  hi*  exertiuos 
lu  extinguish  the  fire." 

"  He  did  not  mention  having  done  so,  and 
he  certainty  looked  particularly  well.  >tr. 
Staflbrd  was  always  a  favourite  of  mine,  but 
he  never  appeared  to  half  so  much  advantage 
in  my  eyes  as  he  did  this  morniDg." 

"  Mr.  Stafford  T  exclaimed  Auguata,  in  a 
lone  of  dismav.     lite  sound  of  his  name  de- 


Ihe  soTd  in  an  agony  ^ 
mortificatioD. 

Sh*   soon    rrcovcred   herself,  ho' 
•peaking slowly andwithdifGculty,  sli 

"  You  said  just  now,  I  (Itink,  ntti 
you  tuul  seeii  Mr.  StnBord.  Th<T> 
munication  I  hate  be«n  muRt  deMroi 
to  you;  but  last  night  my  oMinor 
much  confuted,  and  this  niomitig  I 
to  be  able  to  set  about  a  long  am 
disclosure." 

"  My  dearest  child,"  wid  Mrs  I 
embracing  her  very  tenderly,  "  you 
do  so  now.  I  am  already  aware  of 
were  guing  to  tell  me.  Mr.  Stafford 
rrust  the  templalion  of  imparting  hia 
to  your  father  :  who  assured  him  that 
our  opintnn  of  his  chnntcler,  tluii  it  « 
us  the  gmttesl  satisfaction  to  recel< 
our  Allure  iK>n-in-law :    yi>ur  mind 
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then  appear  to  u»,  that  Mr.  JlonUunt  urged 
me  to  represent  to  you  tery  atrooj^ly  bow  much 
he  wished  it  might  t«kc  pUce." 

These  Ust  ixinark*,  which  wctv  kindly  in* 
iradvd  tu  rt^allllure  Augusta,  cuoipletecl  the  inea- 
sure  of  her  despair.  From  her  oiotber  ■)» 
might  perhaps  hare  rxprclcv]  conm—woe  ntd 
indulgmciN  but  tu^  fathi^'i  will  *be  knew  vw 
m  lew  againit  which  all  appeal  would  prove 
hopflcMi.  A  »ort  of  fotaturM  cania  over  her : 
niid  fiading  hrrsvlf  unabl«  loogvr  tu  reilroin 
her  tears,  she  buried  her  face  ia  the  cuUiioos  uf 
the  sufa. 

Mn>.  Mordaunt  watched  her  for  tome  tao- 
mcDts  in  speechless  surprise  and  aDxiety.  At 
length  sliL-  observed,  in  a  cheerful  voice, 

"  Your  nerves  Iutc  been  so  niiKh  shaken,  my 
dear  Augusta,  by  the  alarm  you  have  met  with, 
that  1  niuM  for  the  preiu^t  forbid  you  to  talk 
upon  snv  subject  (hat  u  likely  to  excite  you.  It 
will  perhaps  be  better,  too,  to  allow  yourself  to 
ihini  as  little  us  powiblc  just  now  upon  serioitt 
nlTairs'.  you  may  find  ainuscincnt  in  connder- 
iDg  matters  of  leM  importaiKe,  though  still 
very  interesting  iu  their  way  ;  such,  for  in- 
stance,  as  the  selectioQ  <^  jewels  and  bridal 
ornaments." 

Augusta  iiuule  no  answer  aloud.     '*  Jewels 
and  bridal  ornaments  t"  repeated  she  silently  to 
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hcreelf; — "aUst  mamma,  bow  little  do  you 
suspcci  that  the  very  idea  of  &tich  things  h 
now  become  hateful  to  me !" 

Mrs.  Monlaunt  hod  however  remarked  sonie- 
thiog  in  her  daughter's  manner  which  she  coutd 
not  quite  tmdirrstand,  and  die  )iad  even  cnter- 
laiiied  u  vague  Kiispiciun  that  kIk-  iniffhl  have 
rr^K'ntcd  her  acceptance  of  Mr.  StafTurd,  All 
hrr  doubtH  were  cleorctl  up  by  a  conversation 
the  had  with  her  husbaod  in  the  evenio];,  and 
in  A  manner  very  [Minful  to  her. 

Mr.  MordauRt  had  taken  his  afieruoon  ride 
u  mual,  aud  had  also  dined  out:  he  had 
therefore  seen  a  g»x>d  many  i»ciiple.  Having 
asked  with  considerable  tntereitt  Imw  .^ugmta 
was, —  "I  might  have  heard,"  lie  said,  "in- 
numerable diSereni  versions  of  the  story  of 
Misa  Murdaunt's  escape,  but  I  rsncied  7  knew 
all  lite  circumstances  connected  with  it  rather 
belter  llian  anybody  elisc  who  wm  not  actually 
pmcnU  One  thing  I  learned,  liowerer,  of 
which  I  wat  noi  previously  aware,  and  it  b 
rrmarkuble  cttougti.  Wlio  do  you  imagine 
pruw  to  biv«  been  the  hero  who  stepped  for- 
ward~by  mere  accident,  as  it  aeems — to  Au- 
((usia'i  rcacue  .'** 

"  \Va»  il  not  Mr  Stafford  T   replied  Mra. 
Mordauul. 

*'  No»  nut  bt  did  tio4  '«*a  l*y  dum  to  the 
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merit  uf  Huclt  an  act  of  knight-^matrf.     Vou 
mutt  Uiiiik  of  somebody  else." 

**  Indeed  I  cannot  gueu  who  it  was,  unleM 
you  will  givr  mv  sorm'  clue  to  Assi&t  me." 

*■  WcU,  ihni,  it  was  to  the  activity  and  pre. 
ttnce  of  tuind  uf  Lord  Delmora  llut  we  were 
itidcbted  for  AuguUa's  safety." 

"Of  I^rd  Dclmorc !"  rjoruUted  Mri.  Mor- 
daunt :  "  is  it  poMiblr  ?" 

"  It  was  evcD  m.  Btit  ua  Au(;H»la  was  faint- 
ing with  tenor  when  be  csine  to  her  aBsistance> 
and  at  he  had  left  her  before  she  recovered 
her  recollection,  I  do  not  bclicre  she  is  oon- 
acious  that  it  was  bcr  former  admirer  who 
saved  her.  It  is  just  as  welt  that  slw  should 
rvmam  in  dariiK-sK  ii{wn  the  mibject." 

'*  It  certainly  would  be  much  belter:  yet, 
^m  some  exprcsdons  ihnt  esca[XHi  her  ttMlaj. 
I  am  iiicUm-d  to  think  you  are  mistaken  in 
supiMJitiii};  the  did  not  recognise  Lord  I>etinore 
last  ni^ht." 

"  It  is  of  little  oonsequeoce  now  if  she  did 
ur  did  not,"  remarked  Mr,  Mordaunl  drily. 
"  She  is  eiiga};cd  to  marry  Mr,  Stafford ;  there- 
fore, of  course  it  is  her  duly  to  forget  any  par- 
ticular interest  «he  may  once  have  fell  for  the 
gftlUnt  peer.  1  must  call  upon  him  to-morrow, 
to  tlioiik  him  for  his  i(Hre])idity ;  and  olso  to  ex- 

ilain  that  I  had  iwt  hc»rd  how  much  gratitutk 
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I  owed  him,  when  I  returned,  I  fear,  rather 
■  csvaliiT  answer  to  his  nitnMgc  of  inquiry." 

When  Mr  Mordaunt  went  to  niAke  his  in- 
tended visit  to  Lord  Belmore,  it  waa  rather  a 
relief  to  him  to  be  totd  "  that  hia  lordship  had 
gone  out  of  town  about  half  oil  hour  before ; 
and  that  be  had  neither  left  his  directioo,  nor 
■nentioDed  to  his  servants  when  he  should  be 
likely  to  return." 

"  It  U  quite  as  well  that  he  is  not  in  the  way 
at  this  tDotnent,"  thought  Mr.  Mordaunt,  an  he 
rrtraecd  hi»  uteps  homewards.  "  The  next 
time  I  meet  him,  I  will  express  my  gratitude  to 
him  in  the  wamtefit  tcnns  that  language  can 
ftupply.  I  do  reaUy  feel  very  mvfA  obliged  to 
him.  1  would  write  to  him  to  tell  him  so,  if 
1  ouly  kiKw  wheiv  to  address  my  letter.' 
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CHAPTER   1. 
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Om  Pdkv.    I  ha**  wooed ud  lUrllamtaw*: 

I  have  broke  wiih  hn  bthtf,  knd  lii*  good-mU  ntmintrt 


Had  ntrt  I^ily  Caroline  Mortincr  felt  wri- 
oudy  ill,  nothing  wuulil  haTe  pertuiicl«d  her  to 
have  given  up  going  to  Ricbmood.    She  knew 
that  her  aster  intended  to  take  AuguaU  Mor- 
(launt  there  in  her  place ;  and  as  shr  was  not 
^twarc  of  Lord  Dt-lmureV  coniequcnt  defeclitm, 
he   was  tormented   ihruughout  tlie  day  with 
I  Buoonifortable  ienulions  of  jealousy.     She  be- 
tlieved  she  had  dTcctually  succeeded  in  poison- 
ring  the  minds  of  both,  and  in  inspiring  tliem 
twith   diklrust    and    rcwnlmeDt    towards  each 
you  It.  II 
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dOltti  but  ahe  Iconr  bov  dilTerently  (tu'V  fuiil 
oaee  ben  todinrd  lo  TmI  ;  and  tht  cuuli)  not 
help  apprrbcodiog  that  xmdc  fatal  chance  might 
di«))rl  ibc  ddiuioQ  site  had  tbiuwn  around 
them,  and,  bjr  aUoving  tbem  mutual))'  to  scv 
their  diaracten  id  tbor  true  light,  destroy 
entirely  the  effect  of  all  her  artful  machtna- 
tioBa. 

It  mtr  casilj  be  hnagmed  that  she  Usieued 
with  no  conunoa  degree  of  iotemt  to  the  cJr- 
eomstatitial  account  of  the  oerarreooes  of  the 
pnoediag  lbiir-and>twentT  hours  whicfa  Lady 
Marr  CWrringtoa  gave  her  «hcn  she  made  her 
appearaaoc  by  ber  bed-ude  the  next  tnorninj^. 

Lady  Caroline  was  really  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  iramJBeat  danger  in  whkfa  Augusta  had 
been  pland :  but  all  other  feettngs  vere  foon 
twallowcd  up  in  the  det^t  she  experienced 
•t  bril^  mmand  by  bev  aiotcf',  '*  that  she  «a» 
etwhi  Mr.  Slaftird  had  veatured  to  make  a 
Jwhfatiuii  of  his  attarfumot  to  Htss  Hor- 
chttnt.  and  that  sbc  was  equally  certain  it  bad 
hreu  gradoualy  irwtifetl" 

**  The  loat  nevi  you  have  brought  me,"  »hr 
Mud>  **  bos  altrady  done  me  u  moch  good,  that 
I  fret  quite  well  a^'ain.  My  stupid  doctor  re- 
cnmtnended  mc  lo  rraiatn  in  bed  all  day  ;  but 
I    ktww  much   hetirr  what  t«  likely  to  *gm 
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whh  ne  tbsn  bs  does ;  ihcrefare  it  ii  bj  par. 
poae  to g«t  up  this  Tcry  nwoaa, and,  ■>  kmn  a> 
1  ant  dteutd,  I  iatead  that  rou  liKmld  lake  ne 
to  Mrs.  MonlaiuilV  It  mjQ  br  kiad  |o  »• 
quire  prrsoiully  after  Augiuta;  and  I  ltk»- 
wjse  mnl  to  fiod  oot  fraca  heraelt  vhai  hu 
acloall;  transpired  between  htf  and  Mr. 
Staffurd.'' 

Lady  Mary  eodcavound  lo  pmuadv  hvr 
futer  Ibat  U  woold  be  extremely  raah  to  dia- 
nbey  the  orders  of  ber  pbyddaa;  but  Lady 
Caroline  was  toterably  6nn  opan  all  ocnaon*, 
aad  having  aoce  taki'n  a  bacy  into  her  hnd. 
could  Mrldoa  be  pret-oUed  upon  to  rabnquidi 
it*  So  it  proved  in  the  present  nataaca:  but 
it  has  been  already  mentioaed,  Ibat  sba  was 
frustrated  in  ber  dccirr  to  obtain  an  trntervirw 
vilb  MisK  MurdaunL 

During  ihe  afUTnoon,  however,  Hr.  StiAfd 
called  Ml  I^y  E^toaviJle'fr  ^  and  beii^  told  thai 
Lady  Carolino  was  down  stairs,  be  rajonlcd 
to  see  her.  Uc  foiiiKl  tier  alone ;  and,  aetuatrd 
partly  by  |>ratitude  for  tbe  good  oounsri  the 
had  given  hiiu,  partly  perhaps  by  trjumpfaaot 
vanity,  and  still  more  by  a  dcsiFt  that  the 
report  of  his  approaching  naniagn  should  be 
drculati-d  as  widely  and  as  speadily  as  possiUe, 
be   tnfonaed  bet  "that  her  charming  frteod, 

■  2 
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Uardurat.  had  convenied  to  bettuw 
upDO  Im>  bn-  hand,  mad  tlut  their  eofjaj^ 
■MM  hmd  bent  totm^y  fUKtkioed  by  her 
Cuber  and  nather." 

M^j  Cttvltne  eoogrttuUtcd  him  vi-r y  titx- 
Ecnly.  She  uid  ever^tbitig  that  wu  tnuot 
Auimag;  sad  agncable;  and  decUirm)  >he 
•buuld  iKv«r  be  idile  to  rest  till  the  had  swa 
Wt  dcar»t  Augusta,  and  nprvsscd  to  her  all 
tbai  Ar  fdt  upon  thi*  joyful  and  interval ing 


L«d*  E»tficiviU«  «a»  too  iadolent  wer  to 
Ldov  oMidi  about  what  was  going  forward  in 
htf  own  botue.  Hec  daughter's  illnesa  had 
alWMad  her  wridewMy ;  and  Ae  bad  ex>- 
bamd  her  to  be  particularly  careful  not  to 
u««r.c3ken  b«rKlf-  Sbr  was  bomficd  to  learn, 
whco  she  rMururd  fium  bcr  own  drive  with 
L«dj  AgTwv,  that  tb«  invalid  had  actually 
gouc  out  with  bcr  »i»ter  in  thr  carriage. 

**  Caniliae  BiiMt  suffer  from  ihj*  impru- 
dciKr  V  the  escUioMd.  "  How  could  Mary 
be  so  fudtiah  as  lo  allow  bcr  to  ooniniit  Mich  an 
aeiofiraMlncMF''  ,1 

"  it  was  certainly  vcty  ally  of  them  bothj? 
replied  IjuIv  AgTH'«  ;  "but  the  day  is  so  Gw]^ 
that  1  tfuti  CaruJiof  will  not  b«  tlu:  wunr  fur 
having  \r»tiirvd  into  the  air." 


* 
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L«itr  ReUmrtUe  Mood  too  Maeb  fe  vwr  of 
hcrHdest  daughter  erer  to  d«re  fo  tcold  Imt: 
but  bbv  now  pcMuiiKtl  lo  rmoostnte  wttfa  bn- 
upon  htt  FMhocw,  «iid  to  riqant  the  ««iald 
lcer)i  *er^  quiet  during  the  reM  of  tbr  day,  amd 
not  fattj^c  hvrwlfb^  K«tng  uty  iiiiiii  Himh,iii 
fur  her  lulrkhip  had  ju«t  met  Mr.  St^lvd 
upon  the  Mctirase,  u  be  wm  tMltiag  Ua  dew 
psrlure. 

Lady  Caroline  listened  to  tMt  npoettiladaB 
vith  more  docility  than  usual,  and  e«cB  fn~ 

■  mised  olN^icocc  to  her  motfaer'i  tsjuiietiaoa. 
•*  I  know  -  the  observed,  "  that  I  h«»e  been 
a  nau^ly  ]>irl,  and  de«rrre  to  be  Kolded :  hm 

■  yuu  itiuvt  allow  that  there  i«  snow  escsae  fer 
my  imprudence.  My  dcvm  friend  w«a  nevly 
burnt  to  death  last  algbt:  I  eould  oat  tbtn- 
tore  resist  fprtog  to  wish  her  joy  of  being  dv*. 
Another  friend  came  h^re  for  the  esprcv  par- 
poae  of  informing  me  that  he  «-bs  just  engaged 
to  be  married,  and  under  sueh  drcunstaaeca  it 
would  have  been  very  ungrackm*  to  rrfuw  IniB 
adtnittaiKe.  Beside*,  if  I  had  d<mr  «■>,  I  ihaukl 
not  now  have  been  able  to  tell  you  that  Angnats 
Muitisunt  and  Mr.  Stafford  are  very  aooo  to 
l>ecoino  man  and  wire." 

Both  her  auditors  beard  this  eotnnronieatioQ 
with  iatereal,  and  Lady  Eatonvtile  remarked 
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that  she  must  write  a  note  of  coa«raruUtioa  to 
Mrs.  Murdsunt. 

"**0h,  nts  no!"  replied  Lady  Caroliiw, 
"  that  vctuld  be  rather  premature.  Th«  mar- 
riagi;  IK  not  yet  nDnouticed  :  it  was  only  settled 
last  niglit,  and  was  told  to  in«  ju*i  itow  id  a 
sort  of  (It-mi-conlicltmcf.  \V«  inu«  uke  no 
notice  of  it  to  the  Mordauntft  until  we  he*r  of 
it  from  ihemseUea," 

At  that  moment  a  servant  came  to  ask  Lady 
E»lonvil1c  if  he  should  say  that  Bhe  waa  at 
liome  ? 

"  Certainly ,"  exclaimed  Lwly  Caroline.  "  I 
will  e^tabltkh  niyitelf  in  the  back  drnwii^- 
room,'*  »he  continued,  addreuing  herself  to 
her  mother;  "it  wotild  l>e  a  great  pity  if  you 
were  to  exclude  your  friends  because  it  does 
not  ha[>pen  to  be  oouaidered  good  for  me  to  see 
moning  visitors.  There  is  one  lady  only  whom 
1  b^  I  niav  be  allowed  to  n-ceive.  I  am  told 
Hhc  called  at  the  door  wliile  I  was  out,  and  left 
word  that  she  would  come  again.  I  must  not 
positively  be  denied  to  Mi«»  Carewell." 

"  I  never  should  have  suspected,"  answer- 
vd  Irfidy  Kulonville,  with  a  unile,  '*  that  poor 
Miw  Carewell  would  have  been  the  person  in 
whow  favour  yoti  would  have  made  this  Aatter. 
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lag  di»tiuction>  How  long  has  she  lje«n  iii 
town  ?" 

"  I  do  Out  know.  Itlarjr  gate  tnc  sucli  a 
diverting  description  of  the  dnptir  »Iic  vx- 
hibited  at  the  Opera  last  night,  when  she  heard 
of  my  tuppuscti  danger,  that  I  would  not  for 
any  conndcrntion  lose  the  amusement  of  lis- 
tening to  the  Htury  of  her  mental  siilTcriogs 
upon  my  account." 

Histi  Carewell  did  not  diuppi>int  the  expec- 
tation*  of  her  kind  friend;  and  when  she  en- 
UTvd  the  room,  she  literally  overwhelmed  hvr 
with  espn-KKioDB  of  rapture  and  delight  al  her 
liApjiy  convalescence. 

"  Oh,  my  dearest  !^iidy  Caroline,'*  she  eaid, 
•*  you  can  form  no  idc»  of  what  I  felt  when 
I  was  suddenly  and  harshly  (old  tluit  you 
were  sirclehed  upon  a  hed  of  Mcknetis !" 

Lady  Caroline  put  her  haitilkcrchief  to  her 
face  to  conceal  the  smile  she  was  unablv  to 
repress.  "  This  is  truly  suhlime,"  thought  she; 
but  she  replied  aloud, 

"  1  really  know  not  how  tu  be  sufficiently 
grateful  to  you  for  such  kindness,  it  is  quite 
nverconiing  !  I  am  afrai<l,  loo,  that  your  eon- 
cvrn  foj*  me  mu«t  have  destroyed  your  urn  use- 
iineni    in    the   Op«ra.      Penonx  of  your    vx- 
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^uiiitely  »eniitivc,  ftflVctknute  disposition  hare 
a  double  tbire  of  torrovs  imposed  upon  thm ; 
since  tl>ey  sulTer  **  raucb,  or  mori^,  for  iheir 
friends,  as  tht^  do  for  tbetnfc-lve*.** 

Poor  Miss  Carewdl  had  not  wit  enough  lo 
discover  that  her  companioD  was  Uvghing  at 
bcr,  and  she  poured  forth  a  rhapwdjr  of  Knti' 
meoi  far  liio  ridiculous  to  bear  rcpeetiti^;  even 
I^y  Caroline  at  length  grew  (ired  of  tistentng 
to  it,  aod  she  cut  short  one  of  her  fioest  and 
a»o«t  touching  traienecs  by  remarking, 

**  How  well  you  look  !    (fi)rgi*e  the  intttc' 
ruption.)     V'ou  have  all  the  fraicheur  of  the 
country,   which  is  so  soon  lost  in  this  «nu>ky 
unbecotntng  place.    Y'our  bonnet,  too,  is  cbarm- 

**  I  am  particularty  glad  yoti  (hinic  il  so," 
nplied  Miss  Carewell,  simpering  with  delight 
at  die  nMnplimrnt    to    her   appeaniice.    and 
not  •  tittle  pleased  with  ih^  approbation  be- 
stowed upon  ber  bonnet.      "I   did  certainly 
fiwrv,  when  I  was  choonngit,  that  it  was  the 
tori  at  bonnet  you  would  like.     I  only  arrived 
in  WWII  the  day  before  yeslevday  ;  so  you  may 
inMgine  that  I  have  Ix-m  very  busy  refreshing 
my  wardntU-.  and  providing  myself  with  such 
thing*  as  othtT  people  now  wwu-  here.     When 
ooe  firal  cornea  w  Loodon,  all  the  gown*  ooc^ 
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bru^  «iUi  one  lamk  *o  tariUy  Awdj  amd 
aatnlilunao.^ 

**  Undnnlnrfly  ibty  4pw  1  bmi  girr  yw 
«  firm  hiaU  opoa  ^  «aA&  Im  taiftatt  p^^ 
extmfit: — 1  Hipfme,  TMi  ken  ilfCady 
ycmr  hair  ■magcd." 

LMi5  Ctfalio*  WM  ■«••■  t^  tW  i 
of  bbek  fii^ku  ■bidi  thaaal 
Cuv.  in  nnitstjaa  ol'  ber  o«»,  ««*«  Cdiv  :  yirt 
iiw  oantiaatd  to  tonMat  her.  hj 
10  have  Uiem  cut,  aad  dmiM  ia  • 
farm:    until,  sppeannf  swldctt];  la 
htcvrlf.  the  eiHjiiQrTJ. 

•*  By  the  w*/.  had  jkm  WA  tbe  i 
U>t  uigfat  wboi  thai  ilMytii 
pctwd  lx>  Augusta  MonUuBtf 
'  **  You  have  beard  of  it  tbcs,  tmdj  i 
L  did  not  aDude  In  it  toaaew,  bccaiue  1 1 
it  might  jiefliap*  hare  bwo 
you ;  bat  I  iMurc  you  tbe  hovrorl  i 
when  I  leanwd  that  fucfa  a  cataiUiiftbc 
laltvn  |iUo.%  h«  baunied  d^  ooctnmalljf.  For- 
tunauly  1  «a&  in  a  diMaui  part  at  th«  efa«4. 
ami  uw  oothing  of  what  waa  going  far«anl. 
Had  I  bebdd  the  dear  aagei  («  naoy  dtdN 
with  ber  gowp  «U  in  <liWH»  aid  looluBg  «ild 
with  Mgony*  I  bdicvs  tbv  right  mMild  bav«> 
kilkd  imI     My  fint  idea,  what  1  bq^  la 

•  5 


-pmr  XAOT^niRry  was  ame  ra  m^ 

"  Your  coitxiilerftiion  for  tnc 
ment,*  pursued  Lady  Carc^iiK-, 
most  sdniinble.  As  for  Mnry,  tl 
was  peculiarly  distressing  fur  Iter, 
ed  to  be  still  much  shakeo  by  it 
They  all  flattered  themselves  U 
Augusta  wu  not  Hriously  hurt ; 
r<)unt  of  her  to-day  struck  mc 
diflerentone." 

'*  So  I  iboughtr  renwrlcMl  M 
in  aconGdeniiol,  melancholy  tune. 
1  went  to  Mrs.  Mordaunt's  tu  i 
wu.  I  was  told  that  her  mother  i 
but  I  nx|unted  thai  her  maid  «a 
enough  to  come  and  speak  to  mi 
■orry  to  *ay  that  she  rcjwrted  her 
lo  bo  in  a  very  low,  uncouifortabi 
I  WW  iMviofc  the  house,  1  met  i 
DvlDMre'n  going  iitto  it;  not 
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ia  raplum  of  hh  (rsUvit,  maUt  btkmiam:  I 
mm  wan  you  must  fK'l  qitlte  proad  at  the  db- 
tiBctioa  be  hat.  m  dewnmUT  giiiwiil " 

AfrrvmUc  «■  it  migbi  he  to  Lady  OwaliBr 
to  hear  IJnori  prdwd,  ibr  eoatd  bbI  dwtll 
wiih  amiiUonKT  upwi  ihe  idea  of  tbr  enn- 
meodatioDa  he  had  merited  toe  U*  cxettka*  is 
Augusta  MoffUunt'i  cau9«;  it  mMnM^  her 
vren  to  think  nf  ihnn. 

She  hnd  listened  with  jcaloas  agOMT  w  Lwiy 
Marj't  Bccounl  of  hi«  coodoct.  but  dw  had 
Dot  pntience  to  attend  to  Miu  ('■rewd'*  oom- 
BwntH  Bpcn  m  fsallins  a  utbfect.  She  bad  too 
much  prudence  Iwwever  to  betray  ber  I 
and,  tritbout  loang  ber  self-twaiaand, 

**  Liood  is  «  fine,  spirited  ovature,*' ' 
very  warmly ;  "  he  always  had  matt  eoafaww, 
as  well  as  more  couia^,  than  anybody  1  ever 
kne**-  And  lu  Captain  Mordaaot  m  bis  par> 
lieuUr  frienc),  it  must  be  %-erT  [rliawni  to  Urn  to 
have  rendered  so  material  a  ^wrrier  to  bia  fitter.'' 

**  His  reflections  must  iitdeed  be  taaa  envia- 
ble I  How  curious  it  would  be  if  the  imprv*. 
aion  left  by  this  foarftil  accident — tlie  eirid  re- 
collection of  a  ffnal  at>d  interestiog  benifit 
oonfcm-d  and  n-cvived,  were  (o  give  riw  to 
a  ttititual  and  tender  attachment  between  your 
noble  cOTisin  and  Augusta  Mordaant  f 
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I  **  Unluokily  I  un  in  poMcssion  of  a  •<!<!ret;'^ 
npHed  Lady  Caroline,  very  drily,  **  which  murt 
dottroy  tho  chamiing  little  ronunoe  you  bav« 
bevo  M  prvttily  imaginirif;.  1  happen  to  know 
that  Auguala  Mordaunt  is  engaged  to  br 
married." 

Before  Miss  Carewell  had  time  to  reconT 
from  the  astonishment  into  which  this  announce- 
meni  had  thrown  ber,  Philip  Mortimer  walked 
into  the  room.  He  bowed  to  her  stiffly,  bm 
cit  illy  ;  and  th«u  ttimiiig  to  his  ustcr.  he  said. 
**  Thougli  I  come  to  »ee  you  fo  latv,  Caroline,  I 
Iwpe  you  give  me  credit  for  having  in(|utred 
after  you  long  before  this  time  of  day.  I  wa* 
told  that  you  did  not  admit  visitors;  but  of 
oourw  I  did  not  coniader  that  /  could  be  ex- 
eluded  ar  roroiiig  under  that  denomiDation." 

"  Indeed  I  itlwuld  have  been  rery  much 
oflt-nded  with  you  if  you  had.  Vou  perceive, 
(t>o,  tliat  I  am  not  m>  great  an  invalid  aa  to  be 
unable  to  make  one  e3(ception  to  the  general 
full'  which  has  been  prescribed  for  my  ob^rv- 
aiM»."  1' 

"It  would  have  been  extremeir  hard-heart- 
ed," replitfd  Philip,  "  to  have  «in4lei»ned  you 
(o  Molitude;  and  it  is  (|uite  Hglii,  as  well  as 
judidoua,  lo  have  given  the  private  rtilrie  to 
Miw  Carewcll.       I   have  no  doubt  vou  have 
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fotHid  ber  a  very  nttcnuniog  compinoa.  1 
have  beeii  ntting  with  Mary*  and  bcariag  fraor 
Ker  (he  authentic  partieolva  r>f  th«  aUmiqf 
xeae  (tral  uok  place  k«t  ojght.  I  called  ' 
Delmore  loo,  to  uk  with  doe  couflnly  tolid-' 
tudc  liAW  hv  fdt  thti  mDming ;  but  be  wai  doC 
vi«ibl«.  I  hope  Stafford  will  go  id  prraon  to 
ihook  him  for  \m  viny  djuintemted  kindt 
in  wintching  Mitw  Mordaunt  out  of  the  flaMea. 
If  he  doei,  I  ithould  like  lo  be  present  at  thv 
inicrvtew.  Those  who  are  unwary  enough  In 
intedcre  to  pronoting  a  separalion  bctwn-n 
man  and  wife,  are  sometimei  figiiratirdy  mad 
to  bum  tbeir  flngen;  nnd,  if  rcfMirt  tpeaka 
true,  IVImore  hiu  done  w>  liUTally,  in  hi*  rx»r- 
tion*  to  bring  Promit  and  Proaute  hapjnly  l'>- 
gethcr  again,*'  '' 

"  U  he  really  hart  ^  in<^i]ired  Ijady  Caro- 
Itne,  with  unaffected  anxiety. 
**  Not  much,  I  )iu«]iect,'"  aniwered  lur  brother. 
No  syllabic  of  thi«  cotiTcrBaiton  was  lost  itpon 
MtM  CarcwcU,  tliougb  she  little  gumed  thai 
Philip**  obaervationii  had  b«-n  framed  cxprtMly 
for  her  edifieation.  Not  having  any  etcusi- 
for  prolonging  her  visit,  she  rose  to  take  leave  of 
her  "dear  friend  ;"  and,  as  soon  as  "he  waa 
fairly  out  of  hearing,  Lady  Caroline  indulged 
her  satirical  mirth  »ery  frerfy  at  herexpcnae.    ■' 


«'«ic  is  ■  grrat  blessing,"  said  Philip,  "to 
bsve  )i^t  rid  of  the  CurewieU.  I  ihoiigtit  tbt 
never  niraiit  to  drpsrl.  You  and  I  have  niany 
lhin<;s  to  talk  over ;  and  ah  it  is  niX  oeresMry 
to  admit  her  into  our  counHcI,  if  titt  had  had 
Ihc  iftdiwrt'lion  to  Way  here  much  It>np«r,  we 
should  have  found  her  oominny  sadly  dt  trop," 
A  long  and  interesting  discusuon  accordinglj 
took  place  between  the  amiable  brother  and 
octcr,  but  it  was  of  so  strictly  secret  and  con- 
fideniial  a  nature,  that  it  would  aloiost  aiuounl 
to  an  act  of  trenchcry  to  publish  cren  the  >ub> 
jfct«  it  referred  ta 

Sneral  days  paMcd,  and  Miu  Honlaunt's 
ami  ^rew  90  mud)  better  that  bcr  molhcr  begun 
III  hope  j(  would  iwt  be  disfigured  by  a  ten. 
Vet  the  improrctocnt  in  her  health  proceeded 
vrrv  slowlv,  at  least  »lie  was  uowilling  to  admit 
that  sbi-  felt  much  nntendment.  A  pliysictaii. 
M  wall  u  *  surgeon,  had  been  railed  in  to 
attend  her;  and  the  former  at  length  told  Mr». 
M.mUunt  "tliat  he  could  not  exactly  make 
o«i  »hat  WM  the  maiter  with  her  (laughter; 
that  (lie  tutd  po  decided  complaint :  and  that  he 
w»»  MKUifc)*  inclined  to  tusperl  her  tndi%p»ii- 
tHin  ««»»  ft«n  ''*■'■  '""ng  sonjcthiiig  thai 
pvml  ujatn  her  mind." 
Mr*.  MonUunt  had  already  been  aecrelly  of 


I 


THE  HEIR  OF  MOKDAUMT. 


IS 


I 


ibr  utae  opiaioD  ;  but  wlien  «he  uivnticitiud  the 
idcu  to  her  hdsbaod,  she  fuuntl  him  difpowd  lo 
tnrtit  it  wilb  ridictik- ami  (lisrcgan), 

'*  Nonsense  T  *aid  li« ;  "  Augiula  haa  l>«.ii 
almoM  fri|;fat«ned  to  deft(hi  and  she  cannm  gvt 
over  the  impres&ion  of  her  aUnn  :  but  ynu 
n*i\y  ought  not  to  give  way  to  her  faori«.  It 
ia  high  time  die  should  consid<-r  herself  well 
enough  to  sec  some  of  )wr  friends ;  quiet  M>cMriy 
would  do  her  more  good  titan  moping  in  soli- 
tude from  morning  till  night.  At  nny  rate,  1 
miut  iniiist  upon  her  receiving  Mr.  SUifibrd  to- 
morrow. Here  he  come*  day  after  day,  with  a 
long  lover-like  face,  boring  me  witJi  his  inler< 
mioable  vitits,  and  pleading  for  an  interview 
with  bis  betrothed.  Auguita  must  positively 
take  the  trouble  of  entertaining  him  herself,  for 
I  am  thoroughly  weary  of  the  task.  As  »oon 
as  the  settlements  arc  fairly  put  cH  tram,  we 
will  gu  down  to  Morduunt :  country  air  will 
be  very  reviving  to  our  invalid's  bi-alth :  and 
woods  and  groves  will  Ik-  inneh  mure  appro- 
priate  scenes  for  lender  speeches,  ilian  crowded 
ruonu  and  dusty  streets." 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  felt  In  some  degree  the  truth 
of  this  reasoning  ;  and  as  she  saw  iliat  her  own 
arguments  would  make  do  impreaaion  upon 
Mr.  Mordaunt,  she  driermined  lo  endeavour  lu 


to  Mv  her  friend  Lady  Cttrvlioc 
iboujrfai  ii  could  Dot  ooo  do  he 
hare  a  oMurortable  Itttle  go§sip 

Kvrr  cJQcv  the  p*Hy  at  RichmJ 
had  frit  «  mittniU  both  of  Lad; 
of  Lady  Marjr  Cairington ;  on  unl 
pidoo  bauDtrd  Iter  mind  thai  ihevj 
ber  falar.  She  had  rmiretl  a 
c«.fratulaliati  upoo  ber  rumoui 
trom  the  fenBcr.  and  tbe  much 
pnaooal  frUatatioot  upon  the  mo^ 
lubject  ;  jct  tbe  could  d«vise  no 
dcdiiung  to  9e«  her. 

Having  gained  ber  6nt  point, 
daunt  rraolv«d  lu  pursue  ber  advani) 
"l.bave  •  petition  to  present  fel 
■aid,  plavfully,  "  and  it  Je  in  bcJialf 
who  is  not,  1  suspect,  vcrjr  hL<-ljr  lo 
a  refusal  from  ^«.  Mr.  Sla0<>rd  b 
aoxioiiB  to  It-ttrti  «! 
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^Aod,  as  ibe  •poke,  Ae  ghncnl  bcr  rye  to- 
vtrds  the  dnsdi^-fjmni  ibe  bad  caotiiitMd  ts 
wnr  e<rer  itnoe  bcr  atcKfait- 

Mn.  MurdMiDt  coald  not  bdp  ■■JBi^g  t'  hrr 
iluif^hler^s  in^^oioiu  nue. 

"  I  ceruinlf  had  no  ioteatkn,"  kbe  uMVcml, 
*'  of  euggestiiig  such  an  iiDpn)priet7.  Il  b  ao* 
nePMMry  that  jou  should  alvajs  rnaab  n 
roAr  <&  tktmhrt:  thrrr  rmaot  be  tbv  k«l 
objcctioa  to  joar  putting  on  a  govn  to-iaamvw 
oiomiiig.'' 

As  Augusta  considered  bendf  bound  to  ful> 
fil  her  engagement  to  Mr.  Staflbrd,  «be  felt  tbe 
absurtOty  of  aticmpttog  lon^  to  ibiio  ld» 
•octety.  She  had  just  ezptcMed  ber  reaiKaw 
t4i  be  guided  hj  ber  a>oUwr%  mggcatiaw,  vben 
a  aervaat  tapped  at  tbe  door,  and  inTanned  Ua 
mistress  "  ibat  Lady  Caroline  Slortimer  tuggtJ 
to  know  bow  Miss  Mordauut  did :  and  vaa 
watting  herself  for  the  answer  to  ber  taqotry." 

"Tell  her  ladjship,"  said  Mrs.  Mordsmit, 
"  that  if  tbe  baa  tinw  to  oome  in,  we  ihaQ  be 
very  happy  to  ttt  ber." 

And  accordingly,  almoat  before  it  seemed 
possible  that  the  message  eould  bare  been  de- 
liv^rei],  Lady  Caruline,  with  a  quick  but  ttoiae- 
IcM  step,  had  enterod  the  room. 

With  a  gentleness  and  an  tmpreuement  which 
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a|)peaml  to  proceed  from  the  roost  aflectiorKle 
oonddrntion,  k)ic  placed  herself  quietly  bcsitle 
AugUtU,  looked  kmg  and  eorncitljr  Id  ber 
face,  and  tbvn,  in  a  subdued  and  anxious  toDc, 
began  a&iiiig  her  abuut  licr  arm,  and  about  the 
amendment  c^  her  beidth. 

Her  ladv^ip  vaa  an  excellent  actress,  aad 
upon  ihis  occa^on  Uie  placed  ber  part  to  pct< 
foctton.  There  »as  an  alTecteii  kindness,  a  sort 
of  fasdnaiioi)  in  the  deep  ioterctt  sbc  professed 
to  feel  for  her  friend,  which  gratiliod  Augusta 
estreoiely,  and  in  a  short  tinte  entirely  rc-BWTcd 
■11  her  former  doubts  of  her  sincerity  and  good 
faith.  Indeed,  eo  oomplelely  was  she  taken  in 
bjr  Iter  pracnt  artful  and  delicate  flattery,  that 
slw  rrproKbed  kersclf  serrrely  for  ever  having 
entertained  a  thought  to  her  dtsadranlage. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt,  who  had  hod  little  leisure 
•inoe  her  dau^ler's  iltorss,  was  glad  to  find  aa 
oppcMTtunity  of  answering  a  letter:  she  retired 
to  the  opposite  end  of  the  room,  and  thus  left 
the  two  }-ouug  ladies  to  enjoy  a  ifte^He. 

L*dy  Caroline  amused  Auguris  for  some  time 
by  nlating  didirrvnt  little  anecdotes  which  had 
oeounvd  during  the  period  the  had  been  cod- 
fili«x)  to  the  lioUM-. 

■>  1  cunskU-r^'d  it  a  sort  of  duty,'  the  mid,  at 
)(ui|[th,  *'  to  put  you  am  rooraitr  of  what  has 
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passed.  M5:  budget  of  gowtp  is  catiivljF  *»• 
hausted ;  and  now  have  yoM  do  inUTCttfaK 
intelligence,  idj  deamt  Audita,  to  connnu- 
nricstc  to  mc  in  mum  for  nil  my  aem  f 

And  as  she  oonduded  th<:!te  wordH,  her  ladj- 
diip  looked  rery  aignifiaintly  at  her  eompaniun. 
Augusta  slinink  beneath  her  penetrating 
gfance :  she  blushed,  hesitated,  and  rrpUcd 
in  an  etnbarra»scd  voice — 

**  You  atw-Byn  know  to  soon  and  so  accu* 
[HRldr  every  eireuimtance  that  happens  in  the 
'tfotU,  that  I  ran  scarcdy  hope  to  be  able  10 
tdl  you  anything  with  which  you  are  t>ot  al- 
ready perfectly  acquainted." 

*'  It  would  be  very  uncivil  to  contradict  you, 
my  flear,"  pursued  I<ady  Caroline,  "  by  pre- 
teitding  to  deny  that  I  do  now  and  then  posaesi 
the  art  of  taking  a  little  peep  behind  the  scenes 
and  disooTCfing  what  i*  f^ing  forward  rather 
earlier  than  dber  people.  But  1  can  lay  claim 
to  no  merit  of  this  kind  vihen  I  allude  to  an 
event  which  has  been  pretty  generally  spoken 
of  in  the  world  for  two  or  three  days  past ;  and 
which  is,  I-inust  add,  so  peculiarly  interexting 
to  me,  (hat  I  hare  scarcely  been  aUe  to  think 
of  anything  else.  Since  your  modesty  forbids 
you  to  announce  to  me  in  plain  terms  that  you 
are  going  to  be  married,  m^iy  1  not  conader 


t  u  oApt 
«DQgratulat)afi»  ?^'" 
M  htkaiBul  ■Mump' 
[,"  she  pro- 
the  wfajccc  Willi  gml 

tD  «j  upon 

••  bring  out  into 

fiiroorable  aod  Sat- 

:tef ;  atid, 

wHt-frigned   sincmtjr 

had  «lvaTi  entertained 

:  "  ■poo  4u  Koount  the 

M  thr  happncv  which 

kiB-*    Nw  Si  tfar  aq^  iacid^Dl- 

iB  ne  MxnntigKMis  circim> 

Manllt  mult   to  her 

vtdi  a  Tvm^  mso  of 

bsUas,  aad  deserved 

Bwitrale  man  fortibW  the 

McofMl  br  such  • 

>pleoriMToinir 

AofwC*  w  —Mc  IB  iMte  the  powerful 
wKwacr  whfoti  Ladv  Caroline  poweaatd  over 
Iwc  mml  8fc»  ww»  earned  aw«-  br  b«r  spe. 
ciMM  w;gunMM»,  «Dd  dauled  by  the  brif^' 
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picture  iAk  had  placed  before  Iter  imagjnatiun , 
uQlil  filtu  Ix-gsi)  by  (Icj^rvcs  to  think  that  her 
matriaKMiMd  procpcct  wat  not,  afier  nil,  qtiit««a 
uueiivinbie  one  ;  aixJ  that,  if  ah<!  had  never  tevn 
Lord  Dclniore,  ehc  might  perhaps  hnvr  felt 
far  IvM  uiibappy  at  the  iJuR  of  bvcotning  (hf 
lu-ulc  of  Mr.  Staflbril. 

Uer  wily  companion  perceived  the  imprea- 
siuo  she  had  made,  oiid  rang  the  bell  lu  order 
[bar  carriage.  Like  a  skilful  gcDcrsI,  &he  was 
I  desirous  to  effect  her  rvtieat  a(  tt»e  fA\-4nirablc 
momeat,  and  (o  haw  Augtmii  to  reHect  in  her 
preKnt  dispoutiun  upon  all  nhe  had  suggested 
lu  her  in  the  cooTenation  that  had  just  lakiii 
placL-  between  lliem. 

Mian  Morduuiil's  first  meeting  with  Mr. 
Stafford  wa*  very  far  fr»ni  going  off  on  salitfac- 
lorily  to  either  of  the  parties  conecrord,  as  the 
iotervicw  already  described.  Before  bJa  arrival 
Augusta  liad  made  up  h«r  mind  to  rocciv^  her 
adtuirer  vcr)-  graciously ;  but  tlw  sight  of  him 
revived  her  indignatiun  against  him  for  having 
abandoned  her  in  the  moment  of  dungcr,  and 
llie  atiord  alic  gave  him  wait  con»c<|uetitly  aiif- 
ficieuily  frigid  aod  unflatleriDg. 

Mr.  Sluflbrd  had  expected  a  very  difllreiit 
welcome,  and  he  was  unable  to  conecal  hit  mor- 
tiiication^     He  felt  au  uucumforlablr  xuHpicJon 


Bolicitudv  about  bcr  health,  o: 
her  the  anguisii  her  Blurm  an 
had  occasional  Iiitn. 

vVt  length  be  found  bis  ulual' 
and  »o  hop«le»,  ibal  he  tunti 
look  towards  Mrs.  Mordauni ; 
wi&liiit};  her  Co  retire,  aud  f^n 
vale  confi-rencr  with  hi*  Intly-lo 
thankful  tu  bar  wImo  9>bc  came 
relief,  and  Ix^n  (alkinf;  at  am 
for  him.  I 

By  dc^Tws  Au^sta  joined  la| 
diwusaimi ;  but  abe  was  either  iLlf 
Ik  ho,  and  this  afforded  him  ■ 
shortening  a  visit  that  was  cvidi 
able  to  them  both.  { 

Before  Ite  took  hi»  departure 
found  courage  to  say.  "  1  cam 
Mordaun),  with  th*-  hope  of  reo 
our  last 


TBB  BBn  or 
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uiA  to  What  I  Ml  m  lijwi  to  «*  to 
tod    I    assure  yna    ibmt    I    ttpnm 
aererAy   for  banng  fbfced  Bywtf 
presence  before  yoa  an 
Id  receive  vuitors  vHliovt 
OMl    tormeot   jdd   br  attempb^  to 
^■io  until  joti  SIT  fjood  OMOgfa  to  kc  i 
that  my  compwiT  »fll  be  agreMbfc  to  yos-'* 

AugusU  wa9  much  uartlnl  hf  tke  toae  of 
this  reiDaDfttraiioe :  »be  Uand  that  abe  had  cv> 
ricd  her  ofddneas  too  Ctr ;  and  riw  * 
KHDethtfl^  tike  an  apolog:T,  when  bcr 
toierruptnl  her. 

**  /  un  the  pcmo  ta  fault,"  iht  mid,  ad- 
drcMDi;  hatelf  to  Mr.  StaJTonL  **AaeuaU 
told  rae  tMs  tnorniog  that  the  did  nol  fal  at  all 
equal  to  receiving  ;ou ;  that  (be  bad  taligt»l 
herself  jestenUj  by  talking  loo  loc|{  to  Lady 
Carulinr  Mortimer.  I  faacied,  bowner.  Uwt 
•be  waa  stronf^  than  she  imaginnl ;  ^id,  yield- 
ing  to  your  importunityf  1  penaaded  htr  to 
admit  you.  I  dow  find  that  1  sboald  ht«« 
acte<I  more  wisely  if  I  bad  enqiwrtWd  yoa  to 
delay  your  meeting  another  day.  I  will  lwq> 
tny  poor  nervous  invalid  quite  qdH  this  aft«r> 
Ooon,  and  to-iDorrowyou  must  look  in  upon  ns 
agaJQ." 

**  I  thall  certainly  be  most  happy  to  do  ao," 
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repUrd  Mr.  Stafford,  rathi^r  haughtily, "  if  Mias 
Afurrlaunt  coD<lcsccnd«  to  join  you  in  your  in* 
vitation." 

"Yc9,praycoine  to-morrow," added  Augiuila, 
extending  her  hand  towordit  liini  ns  &lie  spoke, 
"to  prove  that  you  are  not  Mill  angry  with 
roe." 

Mr.  Stafford  was  in  some  degree  conciltatetl ; 
yet  his  vanity  had  been  so  dcrply  wounded  hy 
her  behaviour,  that  he  could  not  diNf;tiisc  that 
he  had  been,  and  yet  wa«,  extremely  indignant 
with  her. 

Mrs-  Murdaunt  followed  him  out  of  the 
room.  '*  I  perceive,"  exclaimed  siie,  "  that 
you  are  foolish  enotigh  to  Ix-  offi-nded  with 
Augusta,  because  you  have  mistaken  for  cold- 
ness what  was  )n  fact  nothing  but  the  languor 
of  diseaM.'.** 

"  It  may  l>e  »o,  Mrs.  Mordaunt,  but  my  feel- 
ingi  have  been  hurt  in  a  manner  1  little  ex- 
pected. I  am  most  unwilling  to  judge  haslily 
or  unjustly  of  a  |>ersoii  1  wish  lo  eunsider  more 
enchauting  than  a)in<»t  all  the  rest  of  the 
world.  After  I  have  seen  her  once  again,  I 
dliall  be  better  aUe  (o  know  what  opinion  ] 
ought  to  fonn  of  tlie  reception  she  bu  now 
given  me.  I  can  bear  any  disappotnlment,  en- 
dure any  pain,  but  I  cannot  patiently  submit 
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to  he  IriAcd  with."  And  witlwut  traiting  to 
b«ar  another  word,  be  hurried  down  »tmin. 

Mn.  Mordauot's  eje^  Tollowed  him  lorrov- 
fully  "  'ihU will  Deier  do,"  thought  ebe :  " he 
has  departed  in  wrath,  and  1  miisl  own  that 
be  baa  met  with  HuAdeol  provocation."  Sbe 
paused  fur  a  few  moments  to  oolU-ct  Wr  idea* 
and  retail)  her  composure  before  khe  retiiraed 
to  ber  daughter,  who  was  sitting  with  down. 
cast  looks,  and  evidently  appearing  very  uiv> 
«a»y  and  very  much  ashamed  of  herKlf.     "  I 

(am  not  going  to  reproach  you,  my  dear,"  laid 
ihe  kindly,  "  but  ratbcr  to  advijw  you.  1  am 
van  you  will  not  refute  to  adxrit  me  into  your 
oontidenee,  nnd  to  tell  me  truly  whai  induced 
you  to  treut  Mr.  i^taft'ord  to  ungraciously  this 
momii^.*' 

I"  I  am  aware,"  replied  Augusta  in  a  humble 
Toice,  "  that  I  ha»e  done  wrong — that  I  have 
behaved  very  foolitlily ;  and  I  will  not  shrink 
from  confefsing  the  caute  of  my  wcaknesa.  I 
va«  extremely  angry  with  Mr.  StaiTord  the 
other  night,  because  he  made  no  exertion  to 
aave  me ;  and  when  I  Baw  him  to.day,  I  could 
Boot  help  showing  him  that  I  had  not  forgiven 
■him.- 

lif  rt.  Mordaunt  lind  apprelMnulcd  her  daugh- 
ter waa  going  to  impart  to  her  that  tbc  had 

VOL.  U.  C 


— msrn  wDUKi  IH.'  jiiuiviuus  lu  ui 
jecl  of  Mr.  SwiTord's  offentrf  fts  i 
Kililv ;  so  she  merely  observed, 

"  You  c«rtainly  have  hecii  s  I 
nblc  in  fcvling  angry  with  ihifi 
VL-ry  silly  in  vishing  to  display  u 
were  w.    But  let  the  past  be  fo 
Iiave  only  to  rttvive  him  with  a 
tt^naiice  to-morrow,  and  nil  unple 
rioiu  de  part  et  d'autn  will 
Stnflbtx)  has  a  high  and  a  Hen«t 
may  be  easily  worked  upon  by  I 
as  readily  exasperated  by  scom  oi 
I  am  sure  that  your  own  good  sen 
out   to  you   the    imprudence   of 
irritating  the  person  you  have  a 
the  companion  of  your    future 
hearllesaness  of  quarrelling  iibou 
the  belrotlicd  husband  whote  hap 
hereafter  bwome  your  Unit  duty 
to  T"«"1"tf  i"  ^^^^M 
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daunt  WW  ifaat  the  did  m  wtib  a  flrm  intcRtion 
of  kmpiog  hor  word,  she  whb  perfectly  aatisficd, 
and  treated  hir  sftfrvrnrdi  with  even  more  than 
iiiuolly  cncoiirn^ng  affection. 

It  WM  w  very  Ute  the  uoxt  tlay  before  tlte 
expected  visitor  made  his  appearaiKe,  thai  both 
rooth«r  and  daughter  began  to  suspect  he  wils 
uiU  too  deeply  affmntcd  to  think  of  coitiiof;  at 
all.  When  he  did  at  lenf;lh  arrive,  he  looked 
dreadfully  pale  and  ill,  and  compIaiDed  of  a 
very  bad  headache. 

Augmla  was  sorry  to  see  him  in  pain ;  and, 
to  make  amends  for  bcr  fonner  unkindncfs,  ntw 
exerted  herself  to  endenvour  to  cheer  him  :  but 
abc  did  not  succcrd.  He  exprewed  indeed, 
tatm  than  once,  how  mtich  gratified  be  was  by 
her  goodncm  ;  yet  be  was  evidently  out  of 
humour,  and  his  manner  was  wibi  and  absent. 
He  had  been  with  her  but  u  very  short  tink-, 
when  be  started  up  abruptly,  and  dedarinK  that 
"  ha  headache  was  so  insuOVrably  troublesome 
that  it  unfitted  Him  for  any  M>c>cty  but  his 
own,"  he  rushed  hastily  out  of  the  room. 

Mrs.  Mordnunt  did  not  witness  this  extraor- 
dinary exit.  Auguita  felt  almost  olnmied  ;  %be 
knew  not  what  to  think  of  i>uch  strnnge  cuD' 
ditcti   and  she  was  deeply  occupied  with  re> 

c2 


Miss  Moixlaitnt    sUrted   UpJ 
ojloitr  rusheJ  into  her  face 

"  May  I  come  in  ?"  dcuifttidc 
"  Since  you  hiive  admillct)  Curtj 
quite  jealous  if  you  refuae  to 
me.     I  found  your  porter  in  a| 
trablcinooci  ycstcriliiy,  but  this  iil 
more  relontiti];;  and  bs  he  said 
fun)  hud  leA  you  iiboiil   lialf-aii| 
fancied    llial    iny   compauy    col 
cither  hurtful  orinuusive." 

"On  tbo  contrary.  I  am  dclij 
you,  luy  dear  Lady  Mary.  I  ha\ 
aiixiouB,  too,  to  thank  you  for  all  j 
lo  IDC  during  that  unlucky  ic«ne 
afraid  1  dixm-snetl  and  frightened  ; 

After  rlie  friends  had  been  ta! 
while,  I*ady  Mary  remarked — 

"  By  the  way,  I  murt  not  forg 
that  «c  did  Lionel  crea 
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'fjd'into  the  country  ctrly  the  following  morn- 
ing." 

Mrs.  Mordaunt's  entrance  prevented  li«r 
daughter'a  making  any  reply  ;  but  when  I^dy 
Jtary  was  gone,  she  pondered  long  and  bit- 
terly upon  the  information  «)>e  had  given  lii-r 
about  fjord  Dclmorc.  Had  the  fanned  intuit 
which  had  driven  her  to  desperation  l>eeii  only 
Imaginary  ?  Could  the  supposed  discovi-ry  of 
her  having  authorised  Mr.  Stafford  to  coniiider 
litinaelf  ■  favoured  admirer,  hare  hod  anything 
to  do  with  the  Hiidden  departure  of  htit  former 
rival  P  She  could  wA  determine  cither  queiition. 
But  one  fact  was  undoubted — Ixtrd  Delmore 
was  gone;  and,  whether  he  had  absented  him. 
self  with  the  intention  of  avoiding  h<T  or  not, 
she  felt  ihe  im{)eriou»  necessity  of  endeavouring 
to  hope  that  she  might  never  meet  him  again,— 
ut  Iraal,  until  nhe  had  learned  to  do  90  with  m- 
diflerenoe. 


m 
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And  yt  ttitill  walk  ia  titk  ai 
And  filler  have  (o  tpu*. 

Gin  ;« 11  coMf  nl  ift  b«  his 
tivr  think  «f  Donild  tan 


Thr  prepiirntions  for  Augti 
procr«i]ctl  Hmoothly;  n  very  hi 
incnt  WW  to  Iw  made  iii>on  hor ; 
prcK-ntH  of  every  deacription 
<lown  before  her  with  lavith  ge 
future  hutiband. 

As  aoon  u  she  was  declared 

receire  company,  she   vas  ovei 

constant  sucocssion   of  visits  ai 

tiofiK   fnun   nil  hi-r  frirndit  and 

and,  in  xhort,  Mta  Mordaiint  i 
~...  •■■■■- 
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being  JnftensiMe  to  the  pleosuK  and  advanlxgv 
of  oUtiuniDg  celebitt^  aivd  wealth;  site  Tdt  nnc) 
appreciated  (he  satisfactioo  of  being  aurrounded 
by  every  grati(ic«lion  that  vnnity  and  flattery 
ooul<l  bcKlow ;  ond  as  she  nvvrr  hud  lime  to 
analyM!  her  Mntirnvnlt,  she  wa*  upon  the  whole 
toUrably  wdl  contented  with  her  lot. 

Perluip«  it  wotild  hv  K)]CAkiiig  more  correctly 
to  say,  thai  by  being  kept  in  a  .ttate  of  con- 
tinual excitement,  she  contrived  to  shut  her 
eyes  against  all  disagrceftbl^cri'flcctiiin^ 

Mr.  SiaflVird  was  warmly  seconded  by  Mr. 
Mordiiunt  in  hurrying  on  all  his  arrangctnentH ; 
while  Augusta  involuotarily  endeavoured  to 
find  one  excuse  after  another  for  wishing  to 
postpone  the  wedding  to  the  remotest  pos- 
sibte  period.  The  ceremony  was  to  take  pluvt^ 
at  Mordount.  &lr.  Monlaunt  wns  impntiejit 
to  get  down  into  the  country ;  and  his  future 
son-in-law  wa»  to  follow  him  there,  as  soon  iis 
he  had  concluded  the  business  which  for  the 
preient  detained  him  in  town. 

At  the  commcncemenf  of  the  long  vacation, 
Ivdward  Mordaunt  had  agreed  to  make  a  little 
tour  with  one  of  his  college  friends ;  bui  the 
momeot  Augusta's  approaching  marriage  wait 
announced  to  him,  he  became  so  anxious  to 
[iiifongralulate  Iter   in   person   upon  that   event. 


-CTiBTiCT  iiau  vuuiiHcu  leave  xii 
as  he  cuuld  not  benr  the  idva  o4 
one  of  thp  familj  who  would 
home  upon  so  joyful  an  occasio^ 
dently  wished  that  his  sister 
friend  Lord  Dvlmort- ;  tiitd  lie 
felt   much   incltn«d   to  despise 
characrcr.     But  n»  soon  a»  he 
wafl  decided  that  the  latter  was 
broiher-in-law,  he   resolved   to 
pri.judico«  «f!niiist  him,   and  to 
him  in  futun.-  with  th«  kindnm  i 
which  ougfil  naturally  to  subsist 
■tear  reUtiona. 

Captain  Klnrdaunt's  regiimmt  h 
quartered  in  Scotland :  and  as  1 
he  should  pass  within  a  few  mil 
in  his  way  to  Mordaunt,  he  fe 
tempted  to  look  in  upon  his  frit 
hail  not  M>en  rinm  his  accession  tc 
f  f~— 1 f  hi"i  tiiirnriiiM^^^M 
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He  Wia  answered  in  ch<:  ^ffimuitive,  tad  Iw 
jmrnedJatvly  ordered  a  chiUM%  aod  ileHited  be 
might  have  a  postboy  who  knew  the  way  to 
DArcy. 

The  landlord  looked  surpriwd;  it  erideotly 
ftlruck  him  as  ad  unusual  occurrence  that  Lord 
Deltnore  should  liave  a  visitor,  yet  he  made  no 
remark  ;  and  in  a  few  minute*  Charka  woa 
again  en  route. 

A  tolerably  good  cross-road  brought  hioi  in 
a  short  time  to  (he  entrance  of  an  rxtrn^vu 
and  well-wooded  park ;  the  venerable  nuks 
stood  out  majestically  in  the  twilight,  and 
gave  an  imposing  character  to  a  scene  which 
could  not  boost  of  much  other  pictur«sc|iie 
beauty.  The  house  was  a  very  handiiome  pile 
of  building ;  but  there  was  an  air  of  gloom  and 
desolation  alwut  it,  whicl)  arose,  perhaps,  from 
its  having  been  uf  late  years  only  {mrtially  in- 
habiled. 

The  postboy's  loud  ring  at  the  door  brought 
out  a  grey-headed  servant,  vho  seemetl  much 
a&tooislicd  at  receiving  «uch  a  summons  at  that 
hour  in  the  evening. 

'*  Ijord  Delmore  is  down  here  at  present, 
I  underitand,"  said  Captain  Mordaunt,  loaning 
forward  to  address  him. 

lord  ia   not   now  in   the 


"Yea,  sir. —My 
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house :  be  has  iUue<1,  and  in  gone  out  wnlklog 
in  the  groiiDtIs,  I  liclicfe." 

,"Vtfry  well,*-  replied  Charles,  coolly;  "'l 
will  wnit  for  him  then  (ill  he  returns." 

The  injin,  however,  appeared  duuhlTul  if  he 
ought  to  ndmit  him. 

"  May  1  venture  to  ask,"  he  inquired,  tn  a 
he&itating  voice,  "  whnt  name  I  am  to  fpve  to 
my  lord  r  ' 

While  Charles  was  beginning  to  appreheivd 
that  he  should  find  some  difliculty  in  effecting 
his  entrance,  hv  caught  a  glimpse  of  Lord 
Delmor«''«  own  •ervnnl,  who  had  lived  with  him 
wlvcn  be  wu  in  the  army,  and  with  whom  he 
WM  consequently  well  acquainted. 

The  moment  t'leteher  recognized  him,  be 
ran  forward,  and  exclaimed  in  a  joyful  toii«-^' 

*'  Can  it  mdly  be  you.  Captain  Monlaunt? 
I  am  very  happy  to  sec  you,  sir."  Then  turn- 
ing to  the  old  man,  he  added  :  "  Morrice,  tbi* 
u  my  lurd^a  great  friend  Captain  Klordaunt." 
And,  «a  h«  tpoke,  Iw  hnstened  to  open  the  door 
of  tlte  chaifie  with  his  own  hands. 

Charles  returned  Fletcher's  greeting  very 
trannly. 

'^Lord  Delnwre  is  alone,  I  suppoce^"  \vt 
ired. 

''  Ho  is,  sir.     I  will  go  and  try  if  I  can  find 
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him,  to  U-U  him  the  good  ov«>  thai  you  sit  here. 
I  ain  extremely  glad  you  are  come,  for  uiy  lord 
has  been  very  low.apirit«cl  Utely.** 

He  disappeared  accordiogly  ;  and  old  Mur- 
rice,  after  making  C«ptain  Mordaunt  many 
|^lo)^cs  fur  hnvinfi;  given  him  a  oold  rtorptioo, 
ind  cxprcsHing  hi>  n-grel  at  not  having  known 
who  he  was,  ted  the  iiray  to  the  library,  which 
lioo«l  DOW  mode  his  constant  dttiog^rooa. 

The  darkness  prevented  his  guest  fruta  dis> 
tiDguishing  that  ibe  furniture  lookxl  rather  the 
worse  for  near,  and  tlwt  the  bookn  apprared  as 
if  they  had  remaintxi  lung  undiMurlxtl  upon 
their  ^lelves.  A  few  ntodero  puhlicatiuns  and 
some  newspapers  lay  scattered  upon  a  table: 
and  an  ann^choir  had  bttrn  drawn  near  it,  in 
which  the  maimer  of  the  mansion  hod  probably 
been  rccliiiiiig  before  he  wentoiiL  I'lte  »huu 
ter*  were  still  unclosed,  and  Captain  Mordaunt 
walked  up  to  an  open  window  ;  but  be  hod  not 
stood  there  long,  when  Lord  Delnwre  rubied 
into  the  roofn. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  imagine  anything 
more  cordial  or  alTectionate  than  the  welcomt.- 
he  gave  to  his  friend. 

'*  I  must  look  nt  you  unoe  agab,"  he  said  at 
length,  "  that  1  may  be  quite  assured  It  ]* 
yoursdf.     I  hod  nearly  despaired  uf  erer  en- 
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joying  the  happiin-w  of  seeing  yim,  my  be»t  and, 
(lesrcst  frinid,  under  iIiSb  n>of."  , 

"  Wk  hare  nut,  indeed,  iiH>t  for  a  dreadfully, 
long  time,"  replied  Captain  Mordaunt :  "  but. 
1  am  »ure  you  know,  Lionel,  that  it  has  been 
want  of  power,  not  of  indinalion,  whkli  hw 
prevvtited  my  viaiting  you  suoiter.  I  have  nuw- 
an  addititmal  cause,  tuo,  fur  detirin);  to  see  you, 
Hnce  you  have  acquired  a  claim  upon  my  gra- 
titude which  I  am  moat  anxious  personally  to 
ncknoirlcdge.  yet  can  never  be  able  to  repay :— . 
you  have  saved  the  life  of  my  sister  1" 

,,Lurd  Delmore  luminl  away  his  liea*!.  ., 

"Nonsense!"  he  exclaimed  in  an  nutated 
voK« ;  **  I  must  not,  and  will  not,  hear  you 
ulk  of  gratitude  to  me.  To  reACue  a  sister  of 
yours  from  danger,  I  would  willingly  have 
perilled  my  exigence,  had  it  been  m-ceiisary. 
But  prny  do  not  mention  thin  Kubjcct  again: 
fur  too  niiieh  ha'^  been  already  »aid  almiit  what. 
WW  in  fact  merely  an  act  of  amnnon  humanity.'*) 
i**  Well,"  continued  Charles  with  a  smile,  "  L 
will  not  alteupl  to  repeat  my  thanks,  since  it 
divplfaM-*  you  to  hvnr  them.  Yet,  though  you, 
ntay  forbid  me  lu  erprvu  my  obligation  to. 
you,  you  have  not  the  power  (lyranl  an  you 
are)  to  prevent  myjee/iug  il  very  deeply." 

^'^"hfH,  la^ftf.  «  pause,  he  added,  in  a  mor»" 
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pbyfal  tone,  "  Shall  I  eoatcn  to  ymi,  tioaA, 
Ihat  I  arrived  here  with  no  Ititle  curkMftj  W 
sec  yoor  mlna^e,  and  to  dtworer  how  3fou 
passed  your  time?  Your  friradsfaip  1  wril 
Icorw  was  proof  ngsinst  all  changes,  but  t  faad 
rather  begun  to  apprvhctMl  that  your  lolitary 
habita  hsd  not  improved  your  manoprs;  and, 
iit  you  netvr  eoadncend«d  to  take  any  aonice  oT 
a  Idler  I  wrote  you  Jus(  afW  I  beard  of  the 
orcurr^Dcc  I  dart-  scom-ly  allude  to,  I  had 
Mine  doubts,  when  I  came  to  Etorm  you  In  your 
caatlc  this  erming,  as  to  the  probabiHty  of  find- 
ing you  disposed  to  admit  me  wJiMn  your 

wnlls.- 

Lord  Delmore  endeavoured  to  catch  the  tone 
of  bis  companion  ;  but  it  was  with  HI  a«Hlin«l 

gaiety  that  he  answered, 

'*  I  will  tmt  pretend  to  deny  (hat  I  am  grown 

vity  bfiirish  of  late ;  but  though  1  plead  guilty 

CO  the  general  charge,  I  can  prore  to  you  that 

I  was  less  (o  blame  than  you  imag;iae  for  the 

particular  intitaoci-  of  incivility  you  accuse  me  of. 

YiMir  letter,  lnd<-od,  wirll  dwerved  an  answer ; 

bol  at  the  iiMOient  I  received  it,  I  happened  to 

be  unable  to  hold  a  pii." 

Have  yuu   really  been  m  iUf*  inquiret) 

Charles  very  anxiously. 

'*  No,  I  was  not  HI ;    I  had  oidy  hurt  (By 


ri|f)it  hand.  But  I  ought  to  congratulate  you, 
MordnuDt :  report  rays  that  Your  beautiful 
*uti.T  in  going  to  be  miirri^." 

"  AdiI,  for  once,  report  speaks  (ruth.  I  am 
now  on  my  road  to  Mordauot,  to  wish  her  joy, 
a»d  to  pay  pretty  compliments  to  my  future 
brolhcr-jn-law." 

''    *'  la  the  wedding  to  take  place  very  soon  ?" 
a&ked  t^ord  Delntone  iti  a  sulfuvated  votce. 

"  I  do  not  know  vhca  the  settJcmcnCs  will  be 
cmnplcled :  it  depends,  I  believe,  upon  thea. 
A  marriage  is  said  to  be  a  melancholy  ccre> 
mony;  and  though  tticra  t*  nothing  that  nc«d 
render  AuguHta's  peculiarly  luchrymonioua,  I 
cannot  help  looking  forward  to  it  with  a  tort 
ofdrowl." 

"  It  must  be  an  awful  nwment,  certainly," 
remarked  Lord  Dclmore  almtnt  unconftcioualy. 
And  it  was  with  some  bilteniess  (hat  he  added, 
'^Bul  Mix*  Mordaunt  will  be  very  happy,  no 
doubt,— chappy  as  she  deserves  to  be.  StaSbrd 
wax  aluayii  a  most  forlunale  man.  He  lias  long 
been  spoilt  and  admired  by  all  fair  ladiea  and 
fine  ladiea ;  and,  to  crown  his  triumph,  he  has 
now  altaincd  (he  object  of  his  fondest  wishes. 
He  is  very  much  to  be  envied.*' 

Captain  Mordaunt  looked  at  his  friend  with 
QOfimderable  surprise. 
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"  LtoD^'"  Ktnsrlud  be  at  Imgtb,  "  juu  nd 
I'luve  hitbertohad  fewteattt  fnxn  eadi  mtar; 
anil  I  will  caodidly  tell  you.  ihat  althoogh  I 
hope  Mr.  Sufford  wiU  make  Aapitt^  a  goo^ 
bosband,  thrrc  U  aoolhrr  prreon  in  lb*  worid 
wfaom  I  should  havr  liiced  much  better  to  rt- 
eave  in  that  character  " 

Lord  Delmore  stArttd  %-iolcotl;,  bot  nmained 
■lent :  and  Charles  caotina«d: 

**  You  must  not  be  ofTpoded  at  tay  batiog 
exprcMied  a  winh " 

'*  Which  U  far  tuu  dtttterrag  to  pk,"  eidatmed 
Liooel,  hastily  interruptiog  Uiin.  "It  nay 
coat  ne  an  eSbrI,  but  I  will  speak  out  as  feuldy 
ai  ymi  have  dotie.  Charles,  I  did  ooce  admire 
your  sister, — perbapi  uuch  more  than  I  ihall 
ever  again  admire  any  woman  upoo  earth.  Yet 
you  know  wlint  n  wayo^nnl  being  I  am.  ChinD- 
tn^  as  die  is,  I  found  (hut,  eren  if  tlie  «Pould 
have  ooownted  to  become  mine,  an  unioa  «itfa 
her  would  have  beeo  very  unlikely  to  pronote 
the  happiness  of  cither  of  ua.  You  look  ia* 
credulous ;  but  1  am  well  aware  of  my  own 
wcakneM,  and,  strange  as  il  may  iound  to  you, 
r  repeat,  thai,  as  the  husband  of  Augusta  Mor- 
dauDt,  1  am  conTinc«l  I  should  have  been 
Biisoroble." 

Cbarlvs  did  not  attempt  to  say  a  word  more. 


(oultl  be  no  use  in  eiiJi-avuurin); 
any  exjilaiiatiun.     At  nil  t-wntis,  it] 
U)  set  things  riglit ;  and  if  hU  fric 
uoder   an  error,  it  could   only 
mortification  to  clear  it  up.     The  < 
tunM.'d  upon  indifTttrviit  Hubjvctsi 
Lionvl  exerted  himself  to  ap|)farga  J 
able,    it  wa«  clear    that   hU  spirit^j 
much  dcpreued. 

"  I  keep  up  no  establishment  here' 
OK  you  mmy  perceive,"  uid  l>e,  in  m 
remark  of  Captain  Mordaunt's.  "  F1 
old  Morricc  are  my  only  ntleiidan 
have  never  yet  inhabiled  more  than 
Some  day  or  other  it  wilt  be  incum 
me  to  think  of  wttiiig  my  bouse  in  < 
the  task  will  be  >o  laborious  a  one, 
determined  to  put  it  olf  tu  lung  a 
In  the  n)viin  time,  I  shall  ]irubab1y  s) 
months  of_ 
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formprly  to  rail  at  the  mispriw  of  poverty'F  I 
Iittd  not  tlwfl  rspcrii-nccd  th«  cam  and  diKomi'* 
fortB  that  ottmd  tipon  riches.  Z  csn  tnily 
affirm,  that  my  accession  of  fortune  lias  tin>ught 
me  nciihcr  happiness  nor  contentment.  I  haW*' 
been  M  continually  worried  wiih  busine&s,  that 
I  havi'  bwn  very  oflen  tempted  lo  wish  my 
acres  were  .tunic  beiteath  the  m-s,  and  iImI  1 
was  a  Kimple  officer  in  the  army  again."  '" 

Charles  was  much  grieved  to  disoover  the 
despon^ng  tone  of  his  friend's  mind,  from  the 
melancholy  way  in  which  he  >.pokc  of  liis  fivl. 
ings  and  pn)»pccu.  He  Mtrovc  to  cheer  him  by 
every  meanic  he  could  devise,  and  be  Ilattcrv<l 
bifflfiolf  that  his  efforts  were  not  quite  utuuc- 
ceasful;  but  when  he  endeavoured  to  leail  him 
to  talce  an  interest  in  his  place,  and  in  all  that 
surrounded  him,  he  had  the  mortification  of 
finding  liis  attempts  prove  much  more  unavail- 
ing. He  had  intended  to  utay  only  two  nighl*'"' 
■t  IVArcy;  hul  hi.t  host  was  so  unwilling  to 
part  with  him,  and  his  society  endenily  did 
him  so  much  good,  tliat  he  remained  there  a 
fortnight, 

During    their  oonrersatJons  together,  I^td 
Pclmore  freiiuently  menttorved  hi*  cauniriA  iho 
Lady    Mortimers.      "  Carolin*,"    he  obw-rvwl"* 
upon  one  uccoaioa,  **  b,  I  auapect,  no  favourite ' 
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of  yours.  You  know  wbal  mjr  opinion  of  hn 
was  in  former  (Uv» ;  and  I  have  not,  upon  ihe 
whole,  wen  any  cauw  to  change  it.  Yet,  in 
spite  of  all  l)cr  faults,  I  bcUcvc  she  possesses 
some  redeeming  good  qualitiea  vhich  I  did  not 
oncc  giro  brr  civdit  for.  I  have  found,  for 
WMMce,  that  she  is  capabk-  of  fn-ling  a  sincere 
nterest  in  tbv  conci-raB  of  thtjsc  she  rcnlly 
esteems,  and  that  Hh«  can  prow  a  very  kind 
and  considerate  friend." 

"  If  Lady  Caroline,"  replied  Captain  Mor- 
daunt  with  a  sinilc,  "  has  persuaded  you  that 
site  ic  sincerely  attached  to  you,  I  am  very 
ready  to  admit  that  the  lias  iwt  deceived  you ; 
and  I  am  etjually  willing  to  ollovr  that  you 
may  have  found  her  a  ntont  agreeable  atwi  imJ- 
nuating  friend.  But,  to  the  world  in  general, 
I  am  inclined  to  imagine  that  her  friendship  is 
too  often  treacherous  and  fatal." 

**  I  see,"  SiOid  Lionel,  "  that  your  prejudices 
«rc  likely  to  prove  stronger  than  my  argu- 
ments, su  I  sliall  leavu  uiy  fair  couun  to  your 
Biercy ;  aitd  if  I  decline  lieoomiog  the  chain- 
jaott  of  her  merits,  I  do  so  with  a  comfortable 
^assurouce  that  she  is  very  well  able  to  maintain 
her  own  cauw.  Had  your  atuck  been  dirrctc<) 
against  her  Kiater  Agnes,  the  ca»c  would  have 
been  very  different, — as  diBerent,  iit  sburt,   U 
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their  dttnctn*.     Too  viB  i 

vtlb  Agnes  vhilfTaii  arc  at 

will  Dot  be  itroc^  bf  ber  toatv;  wad  ; 

will,  prriisp*.    si  fint  thiBt  bir  !■■  Aj  i 

Kwrrtd  :  but  vben  ;<ob  baw  ber  «di,  I 

tcdCufb  to  pmnct  tbat  7^^^  ^^fl  ^bx  bfii* 

IfMlwd,  Lioiwl  ipiAe  «o  oAcs  aad  w  wi 
in  praise  of  Lady  Agm*, 
ttaa   Mordaunt't 
nfferiDg  acDid;  tram 
nMnt  to  AogattA,   be  ooold  dm  bc)p 
that  at  Bome  futarv  prriod  it  nigbt  aat 
iinpoMiblr  the  oouvm  ■otild  fed  iai 
eemafe  each  other  mtdcr  tbtir  wmttm 
potntnmiii,  and  thai  Lady   Agaca 
Rijght  itiU  becMoe  Lad/ 

Mr.  and  Mn.  UonlavU 
bibbed  in  the  coaniry  rather 
before  Edward  )oine(l  tfacm.  Daria^  1km 
period  ther  had  leen  do  atraagwa :  ^d  ■•  ibay 
bad  bad  a  good  deal  at  boiincs  to  aiaaad  t», 
AuguUa  had  i>i>ent  nach  of  the  day*  alnK, 
The  todden  Irantitioo  to  petful  qtDM  aad  aaft- 
tutie,  firom  the  hustle  «id  activity  wilfc  »ycb 
she  had  lately  been  surrounded,  bad  ptudDwd 
its  natural  effect  upon  her  mini.  Her  fMb 
rank  when  the  eicitnaciil  wUeh  had  hitbfrfo 
tupporlwl    then  wa»    goae.     The   SatteilDg 


■spRwToiir,  "Ra«rin 'tmporfaf 
iheir  chaniis,  when  she  ineclit«| 
tbem  in  her  retirement.  No 
ruptionn  occurred  to  di»turb  thi 
thou^lH.  The  hour  of  self-r 
Mtlved;  Htid  »he  nhrunk  with 
hen«toTt  Diid  di«may,  at  a  Htill 
(luired  oniitiMUiJy  '*  what  vhanc 
she  irdagioed  that  periion  had  a  ril 
who,  for  the  sake  of  securing  a] 
advantageous  situation  in  wciel 
contemptible  enouj^h  to  agree  t 
Admirer,  while  «hc  knew  In-rself  te 
yet  decided  jireference  for  another 

She  endeavoured  carefully  la 
wretchedness  from  her  mother ;  ye 
she  sufiered  preyed  so  visibly  upa 
that  Mrs.  Mordaunt  begaa  to  I 
about  her  health. 

The   morning    before    Kdwa 
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liqg  bjr  benelf;  "  but  I  vas  to  inpatient  t* 

I  IwTc  •  gossip  vitb  jrou,  my  demr,  timt  I  ib- 

'  fisied   upon  mounting  nijF  Meed,  sad  OMCing 

over  here  lo-day.  I  wuiied,  bio,  lo  axr  bov  jmt 

bear  your  Hrpantion   from   your    i^urmmtlala 

!  luTtle-do«e,  and  to  detiver  m  tbooMsd  pretty 

i  Bmuges  be  gave  me  for  you  thr  crouag  bafim 

,  I  left  tovD.    You  hare  no  idea  bo*  fodocmaad 

'  deserted  an  obj<«t  h  ptiuvrt  bien  ami  mfptand 

after  your  departure :  it  quiic  made  my  bort 

bleed  to  look  at  him  T 

'*  Pray  do  not  talk  tuch  Don»en*e,~  rrplkd 
AuguUa,  colouring  irith  anything  but  Mtifc- 
f action. 

'*  I  cry  you  mercy,  Ma  MIe ;  I  really  did 
not  intend  to  say  one  dtsmpcctfol  wonl — to 
insinuate  one  ditrenpt'ctful  idea  of  your  fulurs 
lord  and  master.  But,  if  I  muit  speak  nri- 
uUfily*  in  tober  udnes*  1  conjure  you  to  leU 
me  what  you  have  betn  dotog  aiih  younclf. 
You  are  looking  wretchedly  pale  and  ill.* 

"  1  have  not  fflt  quite  wdl  for  sonia  days" 
Rtuvend  Mi««  Mordaunt:  **  I  bebeva  ih«  air 
of  thi»  i^re  ha*  not  agreed  «ith  me." 
_  "That  of  BluswnuUle  will  uiit  you  much 
better,  I  have  no  doubt;  and  the  preuncK  of 
the  owner  of  Blossomdale  mav  alco  prove  be- 
nvficial  to  you-     Solitude  ia  far  frmn  ululary 


*'  No,  ihoy  lire  not  come  1 
KilwanI  lo-inorrow  ;  and  perl^ 
he  here  almost  as  soon." 

**  Caplnin  Mordaiint  is  with] 
Kujiposc  ■■  I  forget  where  it  i| 
jjrescni." 

'*  II  »  in  Scotland.     But  I 
alrewly  ict  out  upon  his  joui 
and  is  now  HtoppiHg  (o  make  a| 

There  might   be   soiaething 
manner  as  she   pronounced  tha 
w)iich  struck   Lady  Caroline  as 
slie  ftxvii  her  cjrc*  u|X)n  her  witli « 
■I  »he  inquired, 

"  What  friend  can  your  lira 
ttave  found  to  wayJay  him  in  t1 
n'f^uufl  ?" 

"  He  is  staying  for  a  few  da] 
Uelmore  at  D'Arcy."  M 
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Dol  know,  or,  more  properly  apMlcing^  1  did 
[ant  rroollect,  that  bw  lord&liip  had  gone  down 
[to  D'Arcy." 

Then,  ftfter  «  moment*!  considmitum,   itue 

laddrd :  "  1  feel  ^erj  miiHi  tempted  to  tell  you  A 

Utt]«  history  ahoot  that  satne  tinlucky  coumo  at 

mioe;    but  as  il  reUtm  principally  lo  younelf, 

Bnd  i«  not  monovtr  vrry  creditable   to  him. 

I  prrlinpt  I  had  Iwtter  not  do  m>." 

"  I  bare  not  any  winh  to  hear  it,"  said  Au* 
(^Kta  in  a  faint  voice,  and  blushing  very  deeply. 
Uer   cooipanion  looked  surprised   and  dis- 
appointed.     "  You   certainly,"   obscrve<l   At, 
^■'*  may  claim  the  merit  of  bt-injE;  ttur  mosl  dis- 
H  ereet  of  all  lh«  dmi^itcr*  of  Kvt.     I  cannot 
■  dctennine  what  I  oti^ht  to  do  !     A  very  cx> 
H  traordinary  secret  has  coroe  accidentally  to  my 
knowletlge.     Since  we  last  met,  I  have  li'antrd 

18  circumstance  which  might  once  have  male- 
rially  affected  your  p<-4ice  of  mind,  and  which 
hax  actually  exercised  the  mo^t  powtrful  in- 
fltwnce  over  your  destiny.  An  it  pre*  ■  *ery 
clear  insight  into  the  character  of  a  person  you 
were  perchance  formerly  inclined  to  like  better 
tan  be  deserved,  I  am  not  sure  tint  it  will 
be  quite  right—  timt  I  shall  altogether  be  jut- 
liliedJa  concealing  it  from  you." 
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...HLftd;  Cwrcdinc,"  etitd  Auguita,  in  ai 
tMoeit,  tremulous  lone,  "  if  vou  are  t,wtn  of 
anything  I  ought  to  know,  let  nic  hear  U 
without  d«Uy,  however  painful  it  may  b& 
But  do  not,  I  bciiccrh  you,  torture  me  with 
dnrk  nnd  fvurful  iiiMnuoliuiis  which  I  am  prr* 
fectly  unable  to  comprehend"  .  ,i,, 

Her  ladyship  sccuted  much  louehed  l>y  ihtt 
appeal.  "  1  will  tell  you  all,  my  poor  Au- 
gusta,*" shi;  said ;  *'  tliough  I  warn  you  that 
your  reelings  will  be  much  sluH'knl  during  ihc 
recital ;  and  though  it  will  be  vxtn-Hiely  uii- 
plea»ant  to  mine,  to  expose  Kuch  baMnivsa  of 
conduct  in  a  near  relation,  who,  with  all  bia 
faults,  is  still  dear  to  me;  as  you  ore  yet  loo 
youDg  and  too  innocent  in  the  evil  nays  of  this 
K'ickt'd  World  to  haw  fonncd  any  idea  of. 
But,  before  I  imput  to  you  my  discovery,  you 
must  give  nic  a  nolemii  prumiw  never  to  rc]>cat 
a  single  word  of  wliat  I  am  going  to  continu- 
nicale  to  you,  to  any  living  crcAlure.  It  is  ■ 
only  upon  thai  condition,  that  I  can  cunMtit  to 
nnitidc  to  you  my  wcrvt-  Ho  you  feci  con- 
fident tluit  you  can  keep  it  faithfully  ?  that  dq 
penuauiun,  no  thrcAt,  no  tnnptatioD,  will  have 

wer  to  extort  it  from  you  r" 

"  1  do  not  fear  my  own  GrmncM  in  that  re- 
spect," replied  Augukta  mournfully  ;    "  (incc 
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I  knoir  thftt  I  MM  lt<«p  •  fleem :  bnt  1  coa- 
fc**  thai  Ihen;  bfcsm  to  me  soDKUiin^  *ctt 
klamiing  in  the  one  that  irqulres  to  be  brokm 
to  me  with  so  much  prFcautioDBrr  prrpsr*- 
lioo." 

'  If  you  feel  afraid  to  hear  it,  m^  dor," 
olnerved  Lodv  Caroline  rather  coRlemfitanady, 
"  it  is  not  yet  loo  Ule  to  my  bo.  You  have 
DKTcty  to  (peftk  tlw  word,  mmI  I  will  nerer 
tSAwie  to  thb  iiut^«ct  sf^n." 

"  No,  no,"  exclaimed  Mi*s  Mordount:  "  I 
htTe  now  gone  loo  far  to  recede."  And  with 
impressive  scnoUKni:M  she  immediately  gave 
the  promise  which  her  wily  companioa  had  w 
imperatively  rcquirvd  ofhtr. 

Lady  Caroline  drew  her  chair  still  doaer  lu 
Au;^«)a't.  "  You  may  perhaps  never  have 
heard,"  she  said, "  that  in  very  early  Hfe  Lionel 
bad  ft  fatal  pgu-sion  for  play.  He  indutp^  it 
pretty  freely,  until  at  length  hv  would  have 
been  obliged  to  sell  his  commiauon  and  to  leave 
his  country,  if  th«  kind  counwl  and  exertions 
of  Captwn  Mordaunt,  at>d  the  uill  kinder 
ptcuni^ry  assistance  of  his  brother,  had  not 
enabled  him  to  extricate  himself  from  his 
difficulty.  I  beJit^e  that  before  Ddmorv  paid 
hb  debts,  he  eiiacted  tlial  Lionel  shootd  pledge 
Mb  word  of  booour  tMver  to  touch  a  card  or  to 
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make  a  bet  Rgain.  There  it  no  doubt  that  for 
a  long  while  he  ndlierrd  failhfiiUy  lo  the  very 
letter  of  hi*  «ngagenient :  hut  the  Inve  of  piny 
n  an  incunthle  evil ;  it  may  be  subclued  aiui 
kepi  under  restraint  for  a  time,  ycl  when  onee 
it  has  been  allowed  to  obtain  a  hold  upon  any 
one,  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  that  it  can  ever  be 
entirely  eradieateil." 

Atiguita  shuddered.  She  recollected  the 
dismay  Lord  Uelinore  had  betrayed  when  she 
unconadously  a^ked  him  at  the  Donca^ter 
raeea  to  instruct  her  in  the  art  of  belting: 
bhe  recalled,  too,  how  often  he  had  alluded, 
during  hi:t  visit  at  Mr.  Wingfield's,  to  ceriaiA 
im|K>rtaiit  ubtigaliona  conferred  upon  him  by 
her  brother;  and  she  fi-lt  convinced  it  was  no 
foUe  accusation  that  Lady  Caroline  had  brought 
against  him. 

The  latter  thus  coniiiiued  Uie  thread  of  her 
expiimation:— 

"  When  Lionel  came  up  to  town  early  last 
spring,  he  found  very  little  going  forward; 
and  he  unluckily  happviked  to  fall  in  with  some 
of  his  former  gambling  companions.  1  will  do 
him  the  justico  to  add,  that  at  first  he  tried 
to  avoid  tlieir  society  ;  but  he  was  at  length 
tempted  to  look  in  with  them  at  Crockford's 
•ml  other  placca  of  that  description,    lie  went 
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i^thera  perlupfi  with  the  ioteatioa  of  being 
crelf  a  spectator ;  but  of  coune  be  wan  toon 
luced  to  take  s  part  in  what  was  |;oijig  for- 
[vard.  He  br^^an  by  riskini;  a  vrry  aniaU  stake, 
went  OD  for  M>mi'  weeks  witboat  having 
remarkable  run  of  guod  or  bad  luck :  but 
[Iw  wn  dnlined  before  Tery  long  lo  pay  tb« 
Ipenalty  of  bis  unprioci))led  impntdence.  One 
i-fat«d  night,  (if  I  mittakc  not,  it  was  the 
rsry  nigfat  aii«r  you  firat  mrt  him  at  dinner 
[•t  my  father's  in  (iroaveaur-stiuare,)  l>e  was 
|ra»l)  ettougb  lo  haaard  a  very  coosicleraUv  suu. 
bere  were  not  many  people  present,  and  Mr. 
was  hi*  antagonist. — You  need  not 
so  much  alann<;d,  my  dear  Ati^^usla  : 
^everybody  plays  wmetiine» — iherv  is  no  harm 
In  an  oocasional  extravagance  of  that  ktui ;  and 
1  OMure  you,  your  future  caro'  spoto  haa  not 
the  character  of  being  by  any  means  an  habitual 
gambler. — I'pon  the  occasion  I  am  describing, 

I  ha  and  I.iooel  ap|>eaml,  from  •ome  unknown 
IMaoii,  to  be  animated  by  a  greater  degree  of 
perauoal  animoftily  than  the  chances  of  the 
game  would  naturally  have  given  rise  to.     For- 

ICtine  weniad  to  fluctualv  between  them ;  they 
tnth  grew  more  de»pe rate  every  moment, — the 
eardt  were  fiung  aside,  and  they  trusted  their 
aucceaa  to  the  dice  alone.     Lionel  completely 
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lott  hia  temper  i  while  Mr.  SufTord,  tliougit 
greatly  rxcitcd,  maintttined  the  advaata^ofa 
clcnrer  hend. 

'*  'llie  pleasure  of  winning  a  Jiruil  triiimph 
was  perhaps  more  an  ubjrct  of  ambilton  lo 
the  combatanta  than  (he  de&ire  of  pecuniary 
f;«in.  At  length  (h«  scale  seemed  inclined  to 
lum  decidedly  in  Mr.  Stuflbrd's  favour.  Uo- 
nel  became  frantic,  and  at  every  new  reverse 
he  tDsisted  u]M)n  increasiiig  the  Make.  His  td- 
versary  began  to  consider  (hat  they  were  not 
proceeding  upon  fair  terms,  and  observed  *  that 
he  (bought  they  had  played  long  enough.' 
But  hit  infatuated  eoiii|kantnn  would  not  listen 
to  this  propoud,  and  eontinuvd  plunging  deeper 
and  deeper  tovnrdH  hit  ruin,  until  Mr.  Staiford 
rose  from  the  table,  declaring  positively  '  that 
he  would  then  win  no  more;*  but  adding, 
'  that  l»e  should  be  very  ready  to  give  Liond 
htK  revenge  whenever  lie  chose  to  demand  it, 
or  even  to  risk  over  again  upon  one  last  chance 
all  that  liad  l>een  lost  that  nighl.' 

"  '  Agreed  !'  cried  Lionel  wildly.  '  Your 
Ja&t  prapoflitivn  is  a  fair  and  handaonie  one, 
and  1  willingly  accept  it.  Let  us,  as  you  «ay, 
try  our  luck  once  agnin  ;  and,  on  my  part,  let 
the  loM  double  uiy  pment  debt  to  you*  while 


THB   HHIH   OP   MOaOAONT. 


53 


tli«  ^ia  shall  Xtxre  u«  upon  mt  •qual  fi»linf 
—as  *<?  Ki  owl.' 

**  Tbe  expminent  wu  sccordbgly  nudr, 
unit  r^ionet  found  biniRlf  utill  dettitmd  to  be 
uafortunatr  '. 

**  I  will  not  shock  you  by  dewribing  his 
de«pnr.  UU  debt  to  Mr.  Stafford  was  of  wnA 
appaling  magnitude,  that  it  cootd  not  b«  MttM 
without  either  selling  D'Arcv,  or  layb^  ao 
beavjr  a  burthen  upoo  bis  estate  as  would  d&. 
able  him  from  ever  inhabiting  htaova  hoiMe^ 
Aud  nothing  pcrhapi  galtcd  him  mare  keaoljr 
in  the  agony  of  his  diareM,  than  tbe  certan^ 
of  forfeiting  Captain  Murdauot's  good  apiiuaa : 
for  your  brother  was  aware  of  the  sacred  pro- 
mise be  had  formerly  giren  Delnorr. 

"  I  need  not  (cU  you,  that  Liooe)  via  loo 
proud  to  allow  otben  to  vitnna  bb  aa^isb ; 
'he  rushed  away  from  hi*  cotnpaaiana,  and 
hurried  home  to  gire  rent  to  it  alone  Ur. 
Stafford  pitied  him ;  bU  cooscienoc  whispered 
that  he  ought  not  to  hare  allowed  htm  lo  play 
on,  when  be  perceived  he  was  scarcely  tn  a 
state  to  be  cooseious  of  what  be  was  doing ;  be 
wsB  too  rich  himself  to  regard  any  acqtu«liMi 
of  ireallh  as  a  cotudderation  of  primary  tn- 
portance;  but  then  waa  one  object  in  which 
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lie  had  centred  the  happiness  of  his  futurr 
life,  and  in  the  attainment  of  this  he  fand^Hl 
thst  Lionel  posseitsed  the  puwer  of  thwariitig 
him.  He  therefore  c«me  to  the  strnnge  de- 
termination of  ofTerin;;  liim  a  compromiae. 

"  He  called  upon  hint  early  the  following 
morning,  and  told  him  that  he  w«t  ready  to 
girc  up  «U  claim  to  a  debt,  (he  payment  of 
which  might  be-  iiionnvmicnt  to  him,  upon 
condition  that  Lionelt  in  return,  would  engage 
never  to  attempt  to  croos  him  in  another  pur- 
suit, hy  endeavouring  to  rival  him  in  the  aflec- 
tioQB  of  Mis-t  Mordaunt. 

"This  proposal  wo*  in  the  first  instance 
rejected  with  iiidignivlion ;  hut  Mr.  Slafronl 
pressed  Tiionel  to  lake  a  few  hours  to  cotitider 
it.  The  consequence  was,  that  he  made  up  his 
mind  to  agr»  to  the  compnct  which  hwl  been 
suggested  to  him;  and  it  was  lu'cordingly  rali- 
fiea  in  due  fonn  by  both  the  parlies  ooncenied.'* 

AiiguMu  had  liittenetl  with  forced  compoaurr 
ta  the  former  imrt  of  her  companion's!  recital  s 
but  she  wns  3to  allocked  by  the  baseness  of  this 
last  transaction,  that  she  was  no  longer  able  to 
command  her  feelings  i  and  she  hurst  into  a 
violent  flood  of  tears.  Lady  Caroline  allowed 
her  to  weep  in  uninterrupted  silence ;  but  os 
Mon  ai  .lite  perceived  that  the  poignancy  of  her 
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eraotioa  began  to  subtide,  the  took  ber  baiui, 
and  said  to  ber,  to  a  voice  of  uDUwal  kiDdacai 
and  sjrtnpathy — 

"  I  can  Dcvrr  tcU  jou,  mjr  poor  Augtuu, 
liow  much  it  grieve*  ax  to  bavc  thus  disticssnl 
you." 

"  Uh,  do  Dot  say  a  word  more  about  that,* 
exclaimed  Misa  Mordaunt.  "  I  am  rtry  much 
obliged  to  you  for  having  exposed  to  me  tbe 
despicable  cliaracter  of  tb«  person  I  at  ooe  time 
fooluhly  believed  to  be  more  amiable  and  mo 
ritorious  than  most  others;  and  I  am  truly 
grateful  to  you  for  having  repealed  to  tut  tht 
aesrc^y  less  contcmptililc  conduct  of  tbe  maa 
who  ibtnka  btmsclf  Mcuro  of  obuining  my 
hand,  while  Iw  b  awar«  that  he  cannot  succeed 
in  wioniug  my  heart.  Mr.  Stafford  may,  bow- 
ever,  fiud  himself  disappointed  aStn  &U.  He 
may  yet  leora  tltat  Augusta  Mordaunt  is  not 
■o  poor-spirited  as  to  submit  to  the  indiguity  of 
having  bcr  affn-tions  transferred,  aa  an  article  of 
barter,  from  one  unprincipled  gambler  to  ai^ 
other,  —  to  have  them  purchased  with  moiwy 
basely  and  dislmnourably  gaincd-^in  short,  with 
tbe  wages  of  iniijuiiy  I" 

Lady  Caroline  had  not  expected  this  bunt  of 
indignation,  and  she  alaio«t  repented  having 
communicated  to  Augusta  tl>e  secret  which  hud 


wauiKl«tI  fif«Iinge  nmTfo: 

^,"1  ba^e  no  wwh,"  »hc  rel 
tempt  to  ju»\ity  Mr.  Suftoni'l 
it  strikes  me  as  having  bti-ii 
uid  ver^-  unlike  anylliing  I  cvl 
before.  But  I  onn  1  think  you  < 
raihcT  more  wriouUy  angry  wij 
quite  clrocrvrs.  Jf  wc  cxHmine 
tiallyf  wc  thall  find  tlutt  he  has ' 
friend  dlh«r  to  you  or  to  Liuad 
from  iiiflictiiigan  injury  u()i>n  yttt 
vented  you  from  recetviug  the  6a 
tims  of  a  pcrH>a  he  knew  lo  b«  < 
your  nScctions;  and,  painful  a 
may  oppt-itr  which  )h>  impuscd  u 
wan  only  untiL-i^Mting  what  he-  tnt 
have  Bubniitted  to  a  little  later;  i 
nutioD  in  his  forcunc  would  ha' 
idipoasiblc  for  him   to   ma 
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vantagn  lie  pocHnifwl  ovtrr  hn  rival,  tber«  cer- 
taijily  was  mucti  gtrnvrovity  Jn  f^vEng  him  a 
plauftilile  excuse  to  receive  back  the  wi'allh  he 
might  have  deprived  htm  of.  Lionel  nMains  alt 
the  comforts  of  affluence,  all  the  appendage* 
that  are  auiiaUc  to  hi«  rank  and  place  in  so- 
datjr;  and  it  is  to  Mr  8laSbrd  that  be  is 
iodebted  for  tliem." 

ti'f*  It  may  be  so,"  rvptivd  Augusta,  KomfiiUy. 
'*  I  envy  not  the  luxuries  that  are  thus  be^ 
stowed ;  but  perhaps  he  who  can  oondeKcnd 
to  accept  them  may  also  be  able  to  appreciate 
the  kindness  and  consideration  of  the  nwtivn 
wilb  which  they  were  conferred.  Lord  Deimore 
may  stoop  to  be  Kir.  Slaflbrd's  pcitsioner ;  but 
all  the  gold  or  Peru,  all  the  jewels  of  the  East, 
would  not  now  induce  mm  ever  to  become  Kfr. 
Stafford's  wife !" 

"  You  will  think  diSerenlly  a  few  hours 
beoct',"  observed  Lndy  Carc^ne,  '*  when  you 
have  bad  lime  to  reflect  upon  Mr.  Stafford^ 
rodceming  merits,  and  coolly  to  weigh  the  dr- 
camstatMes  of  the  case." 

At  this  moment  Kirs.  Mordaunt  passed  the 
windows;  and  as  her  ladyKJiip caught  a  glimpse 
of  her  figure,  she  hastily  added, 

*'  And,  in  the  mean  while,  remember  your 
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prainiae,  and  bcwart  that  you  do  oot  betnj 
my  ieciTt  by  any  ruh  or  un^ardL-d  word  or 
•ciion." 

'*  Vou  nay  depend  upon  my  discretion,^ 
said  Auguau,  firmly  ;  but  her  h»rt  uckeoed  u 
Uk  spokf,  for  this  cautionary  hial  bad  opened 
her  ryes  to  the  uttrr  bopelcssnvss  of  her  fnte. 
Shi;  bitterly  regreilct),  too,  the  knowledge  she 
bad  aojuim) ;  since  >bv  fouttd  it  could  only 
Roder  her  innre  unhappy  thap  she  had  been 
facfetci  without  ■ffording  her  the  power  of 
eomnoBiaUhig  ber  misery  to  those  who  might 
atill  be  both  able  and  willing  to  retiere  it. 

Lady  Caroline  Mortimer  was  mistaken  in 
fiupporang  that  reflection  would  remove  Au- 
guila'»  contempt  and  displeasure  against  her 
allaooed  husband.  On  the  cootniry,  the  more 
she  thought  uf  all  the  consequences  that  had 
resulted  from  the  story  die  had  just  heard,  the 
more  aggravated  did  those  feelings  towards 
him  become. 

It  is  true  that  she  defpised  fjord  Delmore 
"Mill  more  deeply ;  yet  «he  could  not  help  la- 
menting that  the  many  amiable  qualities  he 
possessed  ^ould  be  entirely  perverted  by  one 
fntal  weakness,  and  that  a  cbarncter  evidently 
intended  for  better  things  sIkhiU  hitre  fallen 
•o  low.     She  bclirred  he  was  unhappy,      it 
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led  tutor*]  that  be  sbootd  wrube 
the  seoM  of  his  own  busufiuioo;  aad  bv 
Tsnity  BU^t;*^^  '^'  ^  night  exparwdoe  «^ 
otbrr  cauw  of  oiortMftioB  «4  ragrat.  The 
nuou  of  UnU  extnonlinBry  bcfaavwor  i 
hcradf,  which  she  bid  hitberto  face* 
mable  to  oonpreboid,  «»  bow  vbj 
aiplafawd.  8be  wu  oo  jnigg  at  •  Ion  to  • 
eowtr  the  notrre  which  ioduoed  bin  to  i 
joiniog  Uie  party  to  Rkhmnnd,  to 
hti  coodact  during  the  Hcne  at  the  Opera,  or  M 
aciwuot  for  bis  sudden  departtire  fram  tows. 
In  short,  the  persuaakn  she  xnittd  at.  that, 
with  all  his  faults,  be  was  mlt  aa  nacfc anaAed 
lo  her  as  ever,  mingled  a  itrangi  acatimaCof 
ooin|iastdoD  with  tbe  atigcr  ibe  JBrtlj  aniar* 
taincd  against  him. 

She  paawd  a  ileeploi  aigfatt  uti  vfa^  Ed- 
wan)  MordauDt  reached  hocae  ibe  fidlowiag  daf , 
be  wakboth  •boclced  and  startled  bf  berl 
appearance  and  her  painfall^r  ner«cns 

As  soon  as  he  and  Ao^xisu  were  aloot  i»- 
gother,  he  said  to  bvr  very  aflectionatelv,  vhQe 
be  gazed  with  moumfnl  anxiety  in  ber  faca, 

"  My  nurtber  talks  of  your  having  bei.-n  vary 
in,  my  drnreat  AuguaU ;  but  1  have  been  loo 
long  oocutlomed  to  undentaod  every  turn  of 
your  counlviuuice  to  be  eanly  deceived,  and  I 
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much  fcnr — 1  suspect — that  you  »re  unhappy. 
If  my  oonjectuK  is  a  true  one,  you  will  noi,  i 
am  sure,  refuse  to  confide  yotir  Mirrow*  to  me- 
lt is  not  impossible  1  inny  be  able  to  remove 
llicm  i  nnd,  at  all  events  >bey  will  be  atleiiated 
by  my  sharing  them  with  you." 

This  was  a  severe  trial  to  poor  Augusta.  Sbe 
had  alroady  ffilt  what  a  comfort  it  would  bare 
been  to  ber  to  impart  her  <iitrtrc«MS  to  ber 
brotlicr,  and  she  hud  nrdciitly  lunged  to  have 
the  power  of  doing  so  ;  but  the  fear  of  proving 
unfaithftd  to  her  promise,  now  restrained  her 
from  confessing  her  misery.  She  endeavoured 
to  give  an  ambiguous  answer  to  hi«  kind  inter- 
rogations, and  to  persuade  bini  that  she  waa 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  ill  hetdlh  alone. 

Edward  was  much  hurt  by  her  reserve. 

"  I  will  not  torment  you  with  any  more  quet> 
tions,"  lie  remarked  in  a  tone  of  mortiRcation, 
"  nnce  I  see  that  you  are  determined  not  to 
trust  mc  with  your  secrets.  There  used  not  to 
be  litis  »ort  of  concealment  between  us  for- 
merly. Pefha[»you  have  »om<-good  reason  for 
being  mysterious  now;  but  sliould  you  at  any 
future  moment  require  assistance  or  advice,  1 
trust  you  will  apply  to  roe;  as  you  know  that  il 
will  always  alTord  me  the  most  heartfelt  satisfac- 
tion to  give  you  either,  or  both,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability." 
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r-iAugusta  was  for  some  minutes  too  nucb 
afiecied  to  be  able  to  speak  ;  at  leogtb  she  re- 
plied in  an  a^^latcd  Toice, 

"  IX-itrcst  Edwnnl,  yoti  have  through  all  my 
life  been  indeed  m;  kindcMt,  wanneni  friend. 
It  aloKMt  breaks  oij  heart  to  appear  ungracioun 
to  you  now  ;  but  jou  must  bcnr  with  ine,  and 
forgive  me.  And,  oh .'  do  nut  refuM  to  tielieve 
roc.  nhcn  I  toll  you  truly,  that  I  never  before 
felt  half  K>  much  affection  and  gratitude  t^ 
vnrds  you  as  I  do  at  this  instant !~ 


CHAPTER  11 


IBmIM.— Miunw,  hnow  groomir;  d\ 
^^ ,        And  ihwik  licaran,  futing,  Iw  ft  | 
•  >  •  • 

Cty  the  man  mercy ;  love  liin  i 


Wkem  Dr.  Stanley  and  hisdaul 
MordauQt  Park  to  offer  their  pel 
tuUlions  to  the  family  tliere  u] 
(latiiit'K  apprtMching  marriage, 
really  gr«tifI«U  by  th«  kiniloetis 
nvr,  wliich  made  «  greater  imprei 
then,  ttmii  it  would  have  dune  kj 
Both  tl»e  young  ladies  expressed 
friendly  interest  ia  her  presen 
her  future  happtnrss.  Her  I 
■ppcararice,    nnd  the  visible  alt4 
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At  paning,  Auguau  loU  tboB  **  At  bAmd 
she  was  oot  Unag  enaugli  to  walk  •»  fiv  a*  to 
the  Rectory,  but  ttui  the  hoped  tbey  waaU 
b«fe  the  charity  to  oomc  umI  we  ber  ayu; 
though  abe  fdt  that  their  dmg  ao  wooU  bt 
more  than  she  doemd.* 

iiln.  ^lordsuDl  ontheani  tks  tBTttatiaOt  aaJ 
Mcaodcd  it  TiTj  gncioosl^ ;  far  ibe  w«a  wjaiBri 
to  discoTer  any  iMaaa  of  mwmmag  her  daughtrr 
aad  ruaqg  ha  drooftig  qMrita. 

AngUflta  talked  nuidt  of  tb«  Mim  Scanlm 
ID  the  erentog ;  pcrhafM  the  waa  glad  to  fasve 
fouod  a  n«utral  subject  of  coonriarioB  with 
Edward,  which  prernited  the  ottmmtj  of  dHJr 
recurring  to  kss  plcauog  tofjica.  All  <«■■■■ 
about  her  neighbours  was,  however,  t—nfJ»— < 
from  her  iniml  the  next  nHcaing,  by  ibe  arti**! 
of  a  letter  from  >fr.  Staflbnl,  aflaoundng  bia 
tmiDedijite  approach,  aod  nKDiiooiBg  the  soa^ 
pletioa  of  the  scttlenKots  and  of  ercry  oUwr 
bridal  preparnttoa. 

Edward  watched  hia  aiater'a  mawMr  when 
tbiit  intelligence  waa  cororaunicated  to  hers  it 
betrayed  extreme  agitatioo,  but  he  could  not 
trace  anything  like  pleasure  in  the  varying  r^- 
prtiaion  of  her  coutKenancc  ;  and  as  he  faticied 
that  a  deeper  >hadc  of  mdancboly  had  ooom 
over  her  aflerwanlR,  he  wn«  irreusiibly  lefopicd 
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to  impart  to  bie  molbcr  his  {e*n  tlutt  Au^ista's 
drpmsioo  uoec  fmiD  wmr  wcrct  rt-luclancc  to 
fullil  Imt  mktnmoiuRl  cngageiDeat. 

"  I  do  not  mv  iww  UuU  can  be  llir  cssTt" 
«ud  Mrs.  MonUttnl,  who  was  more  ktartled 
and  disquieted  by  his  suggestion  than  she  chow 
to  admit  :  *'  ;our  sister's  accvptaaee  of  Mr. 
StafTonl  was  a  Toluntary  act,  and  she  has  never, 
other  directly  or  indirectly,  expressed  to  me  (he 
slightest  objection  to  the  idea  of  her  intended 
naniage.  Mr.  Stafford  will  probably  be  with 
us  to-day :  and  when  hr  arrives  we  shall  very 
aoott  discoter  if  there  is  any  real  grouad  for 
yiHir  «u«piaDBa :  I  hope  and  trust  we  shall  find 
that  tbey  an  vitiaoary." 

Mr.  Stafford  caoif;  and  the  reception  Au< 
guftta  gave  him,  retniad«l  him  very  dis^ree- 
abiy  of  the  first  visit  he  had  paid  her  in  Ixtndon 
■a  her  accepted  admirer. 

In  addition  to  all  his  former  presents,  be  had 
brotight  h«r  a  magtiiiicent  suit  of  jewels  i  bat 
while  Mrs.  Mortlaiint  was  rapturous  in  the  ad- 
miratiou  sh<'  ex|>re3!ted  wl>en  he  displayed  this 
beautiful  eadeaut  her  daughter  h>okcd  at  the 
gi>ins  wilh  ap|uirciit  indifference,  and  scarooly 
coudfscended  to  thank  him  fpr  (hem. 

Mr  Stafford  felt  much  piqued;  and  wbea 
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the  family  party  aasemUed  ■(  dinnn-'rinw,  be 

was  «vid«it)jr  in  bad  humour.  t> 

"  We  now  want  only  t«M'  nwitr  person  to 
render  our  circle  complrte,"  utwcrved  Mrs. 
Uordatml,  addrcs^'ng  him  «ith  a  gndotHi 
smUe.  '*  I  hoipc  Charles  wEII  be  here  in  a  dajr 
or  two.  He  is,  1  nsiiurc  you.  very  anxious  BO 
niect  you."  ■' 

**  Mr.  Winj^eld  told  me,"  replied  Mr.  StaC' 
fofd  rather  drily,  "  that  he  had  heard  your  wn 
wBs'^uying  at  D'Arcy.    Was  that  iiirormatioa 
correct?"  " 

I-**  Yes  J  bis  old  military  ally,  I^rd  IMmor^ 
Itad  pmwd  him  aa  repeatedly  to  viut  him,  (hat; 
be  fouDd  it  impossible  to  pass  his  gate  withouC 
stopping  to  see  him.''  .'-li.rt  A'.f. 

'  *•  D'Arcy  mtisl  be  a  tolembly  dull  tijour,  1"^ 
IflBagtiit!,''  continued  Mr.  Slnlfonl,  in  a  i^neeriitgx 
looe,  "  I  believe  the  place  is  uld-fashioned)^ 
gloomy,  and  dilapidated ;  yet  Delmore  bim- 
self  seems  to  feel  a  strong  partiality  for  It, — al-* 
least,  he  contrives  to  epend  many  months  of  (liC 
year  there,  with  very  little  society  to  enliveau 
hbn  except  that  of  the  hats  and  owls."  '^ 

Augusta's  eye*  flashed  fire.  **I  never  was 
It  D'Arcy  niywlf,"  she  said ;  "hut  I  have 
always  licinl  the  bouse  described  as  a  very 
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handsome  buildiog.  It  may  be  rather  out  of 
repair  at  pc««rDt ;  yet  perhaps  the  poaa«»9or,  to 
whom  it  has  desccndrd  from  a  long  line  <^ 
noUc  aoccAtor*,  may  not  fiwl  indinvd  to  6ad 
fault  with  it  becauie  it  bears  the  ulauip  of 
antiquity.  Had  it  hwa  »  fHaoe  of  his  own 
purchasing,  ihr  c^isc  might  have  been  very  dif* 
forent :  hr  vrould  then  prvbably  liavc  required 
bi«  n«w  mantwR  lo  be  adorned  with  evny 
modem  luxury  and  improTcment." 

Mr.  Stafiurd  felt  the  penNioal  taunt  convryrd 
in  this  last  obiiervalion  very  keenly  ;  his  brow 
contracted  ;  yet  be  commanded  Ids  reMntment, 
and  spoke  not  a  word  in  reply. 

Sir.  Mordduiit  ciut  a  very  angry  glanw 
towariU  his  daughter,  and  remarked  in  a  ut- 
castic  voio*— 

"  Augusta  teenu  to  be  <iuile  eloquent  to- 
day. 1  had  not  the  advantagv  of  catching  very 
dtatiDClly  the  senite  of  wliat  the  might  be  say- 
ing; but  that  fine  tirade  sounded  to  me  lo 
be  iilnioKl  wortliy  of  Miss  Carcwcll, — at  least, 
•ouietbiiig  very  much  in  her  style." 

"/«r«»  unfortunate  enough,"  answered  Mr. 
Staffiml  bitterly,  "  to  hear  (oo  well  all  that 
waa  spokoD  by  Mis*  Mordaunt ;"— and  turning 
to  AuguMa,  he  added  in  a  lower  tone — "  and 
likewise  perfectly  to  understand  it."  .,» 
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Augusta  felt  neither  power  nor  couru)^  to 
open  her  lips  nfrain;  the  looked  abuh«d,  tor- 
rified,  astd  roi«emblc.  Ibfr.  StafTord  alto  Tv* 
mitiMl  indif^antly  ulent ;  and  not  all  Kirs. 
Hordaunt's  etrmuous  exertions  to  ivstorc  bar- 
jnony  and  good-humour,  or  ber  husband's  and 
Edward's  endeavours  to  promote  conciliation 
and  bvcp  tip  appeamncen,  could  succeed  in 
bringing  alxvut  anything  like  convertalioo 
during  the  rest  of  dinner. 

As  soon  as  the  ladies  left  Ihv  room,  Mr. 
Sialford  ruse.  '*  Yoti  inunt  forgire  me,  Mr. 
Mordaunt,"  be  exclaimed,  '*  if  I  am  no  longer 
able  to  bear  such  treatment  as  f  have  just  met 
with  from  your  dau^^hter.  When  Mi&sMordaunt 
condescended  lo  promise  me  her  liand,  she  led 
roe  to  hope  that  my  sincere  ant)  devoted  altach- 
ment  for  her  was  twi  unreturnwl.  Under  this 
Hattering  delusion,  she  lias  since  allowed  me  to 
nutke  every  preparation  for  an  alliance  which  I 
trusted  would  have  secured  our  mutual  hap{M. 
ness.  Yet,  when  I  came  as  her  nffSunoed  bus- 
band,  to  request  her  to  oante  the  day  when  she 
would  permit  nie  to  lea<l  her  to  iha  attar,  she 
received  vav  with  iIh!  mnst  appaling  cotdneu 
and  dimlain  :  slie  bnnlly  looked  at  the  jewels 
I  offerrd  for  her  acwptooce;  and  her  whole 
manner    and    conversation     have    sufficiently 
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prov«tt  to  tnv  (hat  I  am  Usrome  an  object  of 
hvr  itvcrsfon  nnd  contempt.  I  fe«t  that  I  have 
been  moiit  cniell^  ill-tiited.  It  was  Itarborous  to 
p«rt»it  me  to  encourage  hopes  which  were  ihtn 
(o  t^minate  in  morlificatioo  and  disnppoint- 
ntcnt.  I(  wa«  unfair  to  tciul  me  on  to  expoM 
myself,  and  funmh  a  subject  of  ridicule  to  all 
my  acquaintance  ! — and  it  was  unkind  to  suffer 
me  to  eome  down  here  to  undergo  a  persofml 
humiliation,  whvn  it  would  have  b«on  easy  for 
Mi»  Mordnunt  to  h«v«  Mgnified  to  me  Iiy  k 
letter  the  very  unHnttcring  change  that  had 
taken  phice  in  her  sentiments  towards  tne.  'I 
am  willing  to  supposethat  neither  you  nor  Mrs. 
Mordaunt  can  have  sanctioned  such  conduct 
in  your  daughter  -.  indeed,  1  ptauily  perceive 
that  it  has  both  Qstomshcd  and  displeased  you. 
You  will  therefore  understand,  that  it  is  no 
feeling  of  disrespMt  or  animoMty  to  you  which 
renden  it  impossible  for  roe,  in  my  present  cir- 
cumstances, to  remain  even  for  one  night  under 
your  roof,  I  must  beg  you  to  have  the  good< 
ness  to  inform  Miss  Mordaunt  from  me,  that  I 
consider  our  engiigement  completely  cancelled  t 
and  that  she  need  be  under  no  nppt«lKn*ion  of 
my  annoying  her  in  future  with  my  presence 
here,  or  offending  her  by  my  attentions  when 
we  happen  to  meet  in  society." 
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Mr.  MordauQt  wiu  tliumWrslruck.  He  bad 
pcrcdfed  that  Mr.  SufTord  lisd  hcta  (k-«|>ly 
olTfiiJcd  by  Au^usta*s  wornful  behaviour  ;  but 
lie  litul  DGVcr  anticipated  tbe  possibility  of  hia 
deciding  thus  suddenly  upoo  so  eKtmtnc  a 
meature.  Indued,  it  apfHtuvd  tu  him  that  thi> 
itnperti»et>ce  he  bad  wiliwtsed  (tlimi^h  exces- 
sively provoking  and  inexcutalilt^)  bud  dcarcely 
afforded  bint  sufficient  pruvocation  for  carrying 
bi«  resentment  to  such  a  desperate  length.  He 
suspected  that  Augusta  bad  at  no  lime  treated 
ber  admirer  vury  graetuusly ;  and  Ite  hod  not 
imagined  that  any  new  demonstration  of  io- 
dificrencc  or  even  of  dislike  upon  bcr  fwrt  would 
have  driven  him  to  think  of  breaking  uff  his 
Riarrtage. 

Mr.  Mordaimt  hnd  considered  hi»  daughter 
already  splendidly  provided  for;  and  he  had 
little  incbnalion  to  retain  ber  society  at  home, 
JVC  to  iiarc  the  trouble  of  carrying  U-r  ogaiit  to 
London  as  an  unmarried  yuung  lady.  He 
therefufc  attempu-d  to  apiteiute  Mr.  Slaiford's 
indignation,  and  to  piT«uade  him  that  the 
peevish  irritation  in  Augusta's  manner  bad 
proceeded  entirely  from  bodily  dieease,  Hiid  was 
ooc  of  t)(c  very  unplrasant  multK  of  the  acci- 

I  dent  she  bad  met  witlt. 

I       "I  trust/'  he  concluded,  **  that,  now  tlii«  la 
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explaiucd  to  you,  you  will  we  her  oonduct 
JD  a  diffiTcnt  li^Iit.  I  bliuU  tell  hn'  whal  ^ou 
havchilh<M(o  tliought  of  it ;  and  I  nmconviDoed 
llinl  itli«  will  l>e  much  grievid  lo  find  (hat  the 
boM  hurt  your  feeliitgs  io  Heverely." 

"  No,"  replied  Mr.  Stafford  ;  "  if  Miss  Maiw 
duuni  believed  she  htd  broken  my  Iwart,  I 
cKimot  KuppQsc  tliat  the  circumstwice  would 
give  her  the  alightett  pain.  1  am  at  leogtli 
convinced  that  &be  has  disliked  roe  from  the 
first  momcitt  I  ever  saw  her.  I  suspected  thif 
very  soon  after  she  hod  consented  to  listen  lo 
my  suit ;  Mrs.  Mordaunt'a  ar^tnents  Uitn 
persuaded  rae  to  attribute  to  illness  that  rooted 
aversion  for  me  which  her  daughter  was  unablt 
to  conceal.  But  I  cannot  be  thus  deluded  a 
second  time ;  nor  would  any  consideration  now 
induce  me  to  receive  n«  tny  wife  a  yotin^r  Udy 
who  I  am  aware  despises  my  alliance,  and  coti 
scarcely  endure  my  aoeiety." 

I'he  tone  and  manner  iu  which  these  lail 
Words  were  pronounced,  showed  Mr.  Mordaual 
Ittat  it  would  be  hopeless  to  pursue  n  nwde  of 
attack  wliidi  h<!  had  meditated  attempting  as  a 
final  resource.  Having  found  thai  persuanve 
measures  coutd  make  no  imprmooii  ujwn  bis 
guest,  he  had  intended  to  take  up  a  higher  poai* 
tion, — to  talk  of  the  impoestbility  of  seeing  hiii 
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(U^^tcr  itligtited,  and  to  hint  that  Au{iv*ls*a 

tarily  migbt   be  inclined  to   compe]   him   to 

■fulfil  his  enga^nicnl.     But  he  now  pcrcdved 

Htbat,  in  Mr.  Stafibrd'K  prem-iit  mood,  ihi;  sort 

Vof  lonfftu^  would  only  render  him  more  dc»^ 

perate;  and  that   to  try   to  argue  with  hiixit 

itil  tb«  violenoo  of  bis  irritation  hud  had  time 

|tD  sulwdff,  would  be  an  vain  as  to  endoAvour  to 

n  with  a  iiuidman.     Hv  tuccevdi^l,  how- 

lr,in  prevailing  upon  him  to  remain  at  Mot- 

that  night,  by  reprewnting  to  him  what 

tan  extraordinary  appearance  his  instantaneoun 

[departure  would  have  in  the  eye  of  the  world. 

When  the  gentlemen  repaired  to  the  (Irawtnji;- 

room,  they  found  Mr*.  Mordaunt  alone.     She 

looked  nnxiouK  and  ilit(lrc«s«d,  and  told  them 

**  chat  Augusta  hod    l>een    Buffering   with    bo 

drvadful  a  headache,  that  she  had  n<lvited  her 

I  to  go  and  lie  dovm  for  sn  hour  or  two;"  hut 
•he  added,  "  that  she  hoped  the  pain  would 
■bate,  and  allow  her  to  appear  again  in  the 
oourw  of  the  evening." 
During  this  communkation  Mr.  Stafford's 
countenance  darki-ned,  and  aosumcd  thai  vin- 
dictive cxpreasion  which  waa  peculiar  to  it  in 
■ngvr.  His  hostess  t>hrunk  from  his  gaze,  as 
lie  remarked,  in  n  calm,  i^rcnstic  voice,  "  that 
he  waa  grieved  to  find  Miss  Morduuot  bad  been 
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•o  much  tfflicted  wilh  the  headache  Uteljr : 
that  he  IruMed  she  would  verjr  aooa  he  better, 
■nil  thai,  when  the  cause  of  her  indisposition 
was  rcniDved,  the  relief  slio  wotild  exprrimcc 
would  prove  permanent." 

Mr*.  Monlaunt  *aw  that  these  words  implied 
more  than  she  could  understand,  and  she  looked 
towards  her  hu&band  for  an  explanation :  lie 
look  her  aside,  and  dcseribcil  to  her  in  a  few 
minutes  all  (hat  had  transpired  siuce  she  left 
the  dining-rijoin. 

She  heard  his  narration  in  ulcnce,  and  thco 
informed  Iiim,  in  her  turn,  that  she  had  in  the 
mean  while  lutd  n  sort  of  Mairduemtnt  with 
Augiitta;  who,  without  venturing  to  retjuMl 
that  she  might  l>e  permitted  to  break  off  her 
marriage,  bad  confessed  that  she  had  never 
liked  Mr.  Stafford,  and  that,  as  their  union 
drew  nearer,  her  reluctance  to  enter  into  it 
was  incTeased  instead  of  dimininlH'd. 

"  I  do  not  pretend  to  excuse  ber,"  concluded 
Hnt.  Murdauni ;  "  she  has  behaved  extremelv 
ill ;  and  I  nni  altogether  more  grieved  and 
mortified  than  I  have  power  to  express.  But 
clnce  slic  cannot  overcome  this  unforluoate 
aven>ion  for  lier  intended  husband,  it  would  be 
barbarous  to  compel  her  to  marry  him.  I  was 
most  anxious  to  consult  with  you  upoa  nhat 
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"WW  to  hf  done  xin^fr  tht*e  pfrploxini?  drcum- 
■tKiicrM:  for  I  little  aiispei-tetl  thnt  our  guent 
■would  hare  anticipated  AujfuMa's  wiahes,  apd 
ihuf  rclievecl  us  from  all  embarrassmeiil  upon 
the  subject ." 

•*  I  own,"  replied   Mr.  Mt»rdaunt,  "  th«t   I 

'cannot  np;Ttv  with  yau  in  IVclinj;  rejotireil  to  get 

'rill  <if  Mr.  Siaflbn) ;  an<l  rvvn  now,  if  I  cwitd 

Kdcceed  (n  rdninfng  him  a«  my  ftiturv  mkmh- 

'  %:w,  f  lAould  tw  Irtily  glad  to  do  m.     I'liis  fs 

no  moment  for  arf^uinf;  lh«  matter  with  you  at 

length  ;  you  arc  perieclly  ■c«]uaiRt«tl  vrlili  my 

sotitlnwniK,  and  !  ^hall  fee)  grratly  obli{^  t<> 

you  if  you  will  uw  all  your  eln<|iKiiot!  to  uwrtlti* 

the  iiiilipiani  lover,  while  it  ;hall  be  my  liwk 

'to  endeavour  to  bring  the   refractory  jming 

Udy  to  her  Beiiscs," 

"    •■  liEt    me   brmech    you,  Mr.  Mord.TuM," 

uid  hift  wife  in  aji   iin{>loring  tune,  *'  nnt  t<i 

fi\icak  harshly   to  Augusta.     Poor   child  1   her 

I'nifrre^arc  stilt  in  a  very  weak  «tate.     Had  you 

•not  better  entnwt  tliin  comiiii"i<>»  to  me?" 

'*  No;  I  wilt  g<>  to  her  mytelf,  and  explain 

f'lo  ber  the  situation  in  whieh  she  will  be  place>d 

it  the  remains  unmarrie<l.     You  nct.'d  not  be 

afraid  of  my  startling  her  delicate  nerv«-'*,  or 

l*exerting  any  undue  authority  to  bend  Iter  fu 

'^otWienee.     It  i«  merely  my  purpose  tootate  tu 
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to  )W  th«t  i  wn  oppressed 
culiie.s;  aDii  lliat,  conBcqnen^ 
nhe  tniisl  Dot  hope  in  future 
muUur  de  rosf,  as  tWc  luis  dof 
few  months." 

Then,  to  prev<-iu  the  |io«sil 
ther  recioniitrance  from  Mrs 
abruptly  left  the  room,  an<l  pi| 
to  his  dniightcr's  apartment. 

Augusta  was  sitting  near  atj 
and  ao  completely  woa  »he  aliwD 
thoughts,  that  she  did  not  hear 
tile  door ;  nor  was  she  even  at 
f^tKc  until  he  spoke  to  her. 

At  the  sound  of  his  votce  si 
her  seat,  and  eould  scarcely  suf 
of  terror  and  aNtunixhnKiit  at  I 
peeled  a  visitor.  I 

"  Sit  down,  Augusta,"  said 
"  and  do  not  look 
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of  tbc  bitter  vcxalion  which  bor  oiothcr  and 
himself  were  cxpenendiig  at  her  raiaconducl ; 
lokl  her  that  it  would  prove  «  great  diudvan- 
(age  lu  her  through  life  to  have   treated  ber 
accepted  admirer  go  uDWorthily.    and  that  ahc 
would  bave  a  very  slender  chance  of  ever  find- 
I  ing  another  huitbnnd :  painted  in  glowing  co- 
\  lours  the  nature  of  the  difScultie*  under  whirh 
I  he  was  Ubouring,  aiid  sliowed  her  how  deiiir- 
ftble  it  was  for  her  family  an  well  at  fur  her- 
self thai  she  should   form   a   brillinnt  allinnce: 
[  observed,  that  he  feared  it  would  not  be  iit  his 
power  to  take  her  out  as  much  as  be  bad  doite  ; 
[warned  her  to  recoUect  that  sbe  was  fond  of 
IXaietyi   amoscoientt    and  admiralion;    and  to 
[cofwkler  liow  she  wouhl  like  the  dull  uniformity 
af  «  retired  life:— finally,  he  adviwd   her  to 
attempt,  if  it  iniglit  nut  yet  be  impracticable. 

I  to  effect  a  reconciliation  witli  Mr.  Stafford. 
*'  There  was  no  doubl,"  he  said,  "  thai  he 
had  been  sincerely  attached  to  her ;  and  aa  it 
waa  her  fuppoud  indiffervnce  which  hod  wound- 
fd  him  so  keenly,  it  was  mttre  than  probabi* 
that  conciliatory  lundness  on  her  part  woidd 
•oon  rt-store  harmony  bvtwnin  them." 
AiiguMn  was  much  impressed  by  hor  father's 
argumcDlH.  He  had  never  bufore  talkvd  to  Iter 
as  if  he  considered  her  a  reaMmable  creature ; 
I  she  was  gratilied  by  his   doing  so  now. 
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HU  larif^cgc  aiTpctn]  to  be  that  of  perMJuion, 
but  hin  Unve  gnvv  it  nn  air  of  command ;  aud  I 
she  felt  very  nitich  like  tW  pour  biril  who  it 
fascinated  by  tlie  gaxe  of  thv  mttleftiiake,  anJ 
ha^  itu  power  to  escape  from  itii  dreaded  toU>. 
Shu  «aa  dhoeked  nnd  startled  by  the  picture 
Mr.  MoriLtunt  Tim)  placed  bvfort-  Ikt.  Her 
conscience  told  her  »hi;  donerred  all  th« 
blame  he  had  imputed  to  her.  She  vas  dis- 
tressed at  the  pain  Nhe  had  given  her  parents, 
particulaTly  her  mother;  i>he  was  horrilicd  at 
(he  idea  of  being  despised  by  the  wurld,  sikI 
appalled  by  the  discovery  of  the  ttatc  of  atTairt 
at  liunie.  In  short,  she  saw  no  meaus  of  estri- 
eating  herself  from  llie  labyrinth  of  dillicuUiiia 
in  which  she  had  become  invnlveil  but  by  mak- 
ing her  peace  with  Mr.  Stafford.  The  altema< 
tive  was  a  fearful  one ;  yet  she  hatl  little  lime 
for  rc6ectio«»  and  site  resolutely  determined  to 
subtnit  to  it. 

Mr.  Mordaurit  liniened  with  great  satisfac- 
tion t»  her  exprc«ioiitt  of  |>etiitence,  and  pro- 
mites  of  implicit  obulience  to  hi&  wishes.  Ue 
praiM-d  her  docility,  spoke  to  her  in  tcruu  of 
kindoesK  aud  cncouragemeiil ;  and  having  re- 
commended  her  to  re|)air  to  Iwr  loi>kii)g-glass 
and  re.^rrauge  her  disordered  ringlets,  he  p^ 
iwsed  to  lier  to  acraiupany  liiiii  down  stairs^,, 


THE    HEIR  OP  MORDAONT.  77 


Aui^iifiUi  nMchiink'nIiy  follnw^]  ii3]  his  dtrec- 
liofls;  and  as  the  father  and  daughter  re-cn- 
ttrctl  the  driiwing-rxKHn  lo^c-thcr,  Mr«.  Mor- 
ilaunt  lum«d  towartU  the  latter  a  h>i>k  of  min- 
gled curiosity  and  com])39sion,  whilf  Kilwnnl 
regarded  her  with  the  most  affectionate  Hjrm- 
pathy.  Mr.  Stafford  tv*c  to  give  up  la  hrr  the 
•eat  upon  the  sofa  by  her  mother,  niul  inqiiirwl, 
in  a  very  cold,  uiv-Iover-likc  iiumiier,  if  licr  htad- 
ticlie  was  better?  AuguKta  (hanked  him— r^ 
plied  that  it  waa  nearly  goiK — and  a  long  and 
uncomfoTtable  silence  en&ued. 

Mr.  Mordaunt  perceived  thai  the  best  mode 
of  relieving  their  mutual  awkwardncn  would 
he  to  break  the  family  circle. 

'*  The  evening  is  no  warm,"  he  nid,  "  that 
I  aee  no  reaKun  why  we  might  not  t>e  rural 
enough  to  take  a  few  turns  in  thv  gardon.  The 
sir  will  revive  Augusta:  and,  if  I  rccollrel 
right,  (he  UM.tl  to  be  very  fond  of  walking  by 
moonlight  la»t  year."  " 

Thi*  propoMtton  was  readily  agreed  to.  Mrs. 
Mordaunt's  hat  had  been  constructed  with  the 
intenlion  of  being  worn  in  the  house,  yel  it 
might  uHV>rd  a  sufficii-nt  Mreen  from  (he  Hiim- 
mer  air ;  and  as  her  cloak  was  always  lying  in 
readiness  for  her  upon  the  hall-table,  she  was 
speedily  equipped.     li^lward  went  to  fetch  hU 
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sisier'ti  shawl  and  bonnet :  and  while  site  viw 
wailing  for  Ihcmi  Mr.  8taffunl  obscrvml,  in  a 
lone  of  distant  civility, 

"  I  should  offer  to  Attend  you  In  your  walk, 
Mi*»  Mordnunt,  i(  I  did  nut  Ix-lieve  that  my 
eociely  would  be  unwelcsome  to  you," 

**  You  ore  much  mistaken,'"  anaweird  Au> 
gusia:  "  I  should, on  the  contrary,  be  very  glad 
of  your  company." 

Thus  invitpd,  he  could  not  dtcUne  walking  by 
her  sidL- ;  but  his  boaring  was  cold  and  con- 
strained, and  he  made  no  attempt  to  give  her 
hi*  arm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mordatmt  and  Kdvard 
took  care  to  keep  at  a  diaereet  ditilanee  from  the 
dixcordttnt  pair;  and  as  soon  as  Augusta  sup- 
posed them  to  be  out  of  lu-aring,  she  turned 
toward  hi-r  eompanion  and  said, 

"  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  learn  from  my 
father  Ihut  1  have  given  you  scHoua dispteaAure. 
I  own  that  you  have  had  reason  to  consider  my 
behaviour  very  ungracious;  and  I  can  ordy 
repeal,  that  I  fed  much  regret  at  having  been 
•0  waywartl  and  ditagrccable  to  you." 

*'  litis  is  more  than  I  expected  or  rtxiutred,'* 
rejoined  Mr.  Stafford  drily.  Then,  after  a 
paaae,  he  added,  *'  Did  Mr.  Mordaunt  also 
inform  you  that  it  is  my  purpose  to  leave 
this  place  early  to-morrow  morning  ?" 
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"He  <)id:  but  is  it  quite  iaii>»ssibl« — is  il 
quite  out  of  your  pow«r, — to  alter  jour  plans, — 
■nd  to  n-niiun  hcrv  lunger  ?" 

"  I  fewr  it  U.  I  linvi;  maiU-  the  niorlifjring 
discovery,  th&t  altlwtij^i  you  tnny  l>c  persuaded 
rductantly  to  give  me  your  hand,  your  heart 
vill  still  belong  to  aoothcr.  And  you  uiunt  not 
be  ofiVn<lcd  with  me,  if  I  plainly  declare  lo  you, 
llwt  upon  Bucti  terma  I  cantHit — I  will  not 
accept  it  r 

Tlie  blood  ruHhed  lo  Augusta'*  face,  ani)  pride, 
and  shame,  aiid  anger  for  an  iniitaot  choked 
her  utteraooc.  Site  conquered  her  feelings, 
however,  and  replied  with  desperate  firmness, 

*'  I  will  confess  tliat  I  have  been  unable  to 
return  your  nttacbment — tlint  I  may  have  some* 
times  regretted  having  entered  into  a  rash  cn- 
gigemrnt;  but  I  protest  to  you,  that  no  cuui- 
pulftion  has  ever  been  resorted  to,  to  induce  nte 
to  fidfil  it ;  aod  that  it  ia  with  my  own  free 
will  that  I  am  now  ready  lo  do  so.  1  will  also 
most  solemnly  nuurc  you,  that  if  all  the  ad- 
mirers I  tutve  had  in  my  life  were  at  this  in- 
stant knt«ling  at  my  feet,  tticrc  woidd  not  be 
any  oi>e  wbum  I  sliould  wish  to  select,  or  wliom 
1  would  even  willingly  agree  tu  n^oeive,  as  my 
husbMtd." 

**  Augusta,"  exclaimed  Mr.   SlofTord   in  on 
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altered  woict,  while  he  looked  ol  hor  so  intently 
that  he  seemed  endeavouring  to  read  her  Y«ry 
thoughts  — "  may    1    bcliwc    that   you   have 
spoken  truly  i'" 
**  You  may  indeed," 

'**TheQ,  by  heavens,  I  tor// slay!  I  will  far> 
grt  everything  ! — But  iw,  oo,"  lie  continued  a 
moment  afterwards  in  a  Mtddcr  tonr,  "  I  must 
not  allow  mysplf  to  be  thus  doerired.  I  Icaow 
that  you  lore  Delmorc ;  and  that  if  Ae  were  even 
now  tu  cui»ider  himielf  at  liberty  to  plend  to 
you  for  your  favour,  he  would  not  pl«aU  in 
vaaa." 

'*  Mr  Stafford,"  said  Augusta  haughtily, 
"  i\»»  is  too  insulting  in  every  way  ;  —  Ihin  is 
more  than  I  can  bearl  When  I  condescended 
to  explain  to  you  my  feelings,  1  performed  the 
task  I  had  imposed  upon  myself  honestly  and 
sincerely  ;  and  if  I  wore  a  man,  you  would  not 
now  dare  to  tell  me  to  my  face  that  you  tU»-  •: 
believed  my  solemn  assertion." 
^^_  Mr.  Stafford  was  much  abashed. 

^^1  '*  Forgive  mr,  I  entreat  you  !"  cried  he,    "  1 

^K  cannot  recall  my  words;   but  1  gire  you  my 

B  honour  that  you  have  entirely  mutaken  their 

^^^^       meaning." 

^^P  Then  drawing  his  hand  across  his  brow,  he 

V  appt-ared    to  be  endeavouring   to  collect   hii 
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thoughts,  and  to  work  up  his  iniDd  tn  winv 
dccidml  reaoltitiua. 

Tile  MnJggl«  xt^enied  to  \te  n  M-xrrc  one,  fur 
h«  rvmained  long  ^lent  snd  irresolute.  Now 
aod  then  a  half-muttered  exclamatioo  burst 
{rom  his  lips;  and  at  Irnglh  he  bctn^ed  his 
feelings  more  diMinctly  in  tliv  following  m> 
Uloquy : — 

**I  have  been  miaerable  from  the  hour  it 
became  known  to  tne  that  Drhnorv  was  my 
favoured  rival.  I  was  fortunnte  etiougli  to  hare 
put  it  ottt  of  his  power  to  ioterfere  with  nij 
])ro)t|>ect5,  before  his  shadow  fell  so  inoppor* 
tuoely  acroaa  my  path  the  very  ta.*l  Ittne  that 
we  came  in  contact  with  each  other.  Vet 
even  that  triumph  avaiU  me  little,  since  he  is 
atill  able  to  blight  my  hiippim'**.  1  have  found 
him  a  ImughtT,  though  a  losing  aiitugonisrt  ;  be 
thows  me  that  he  despises  me,  at  the  very  mo> 
ment  when  I  have  most  successfully  foiled  hini. 
The  game  is  now  completely  in  my  own  hands; 
nttd,  irresolute  fool  that  I  atn,  1  dare  not  ven- 
ture to  make  the  final  move  that  would  give 
liim  checkmate  for  life."  n    .  - 

While  Augusta  listened  to  these  declarations, 
iier  dislike  and  contempt  for  Mr.  StdfTord  re- 
vived with  redoubled  forev,  and  ^te  could  ii« 
loft^r   restrain    hi-rsclf   from    expressing    the 
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KDtitiients  she  had  hitherto  »truf^led  to  keep 
under  control.  Indeed,  »!»  was  so  cntirdy 
thrown  otT  )wr  gtiard,  ttiat  ohe  forgot  th«  strict 
enution  it  wKfi  n«i.-e!i»ary  for  her  to  observe  in 
order  to  avoid  belr«]ring  the  secret  that  b«d 
l»eeii  entrusted  to  her  bjr  Lady  Caroline  Mor- 
timer. 

"  You  have  presumed  loo  far  upon  my 
patience,"  she  taid  tcomfuJly  ;  '*  but  have  you 
never  heard  that  even  a  worm  will  turn  if  you 
tread  upon  it  ?  And,  confident  as  you  now 
boast  yourself  to  be  of  your  power  over  my  f 
destiny)  you  may  find  that  It  has  not  yet  boon 
irrevocably  placed  tinder  your  rommand.  I 
:>hull  not  dcigu  to  answer  tlic  in»iiiu»liooK  you 
have  thought  proper  to  throw  out  upon  the 
•ubjert  of  Lord  Dt^lmore; — they  mipht  have 
been  spared:  and  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  ob- 
serve, that  it  was  ungeneroua  to  exult  over  a 
vanquiihed  enemy,  and  cruel  to  attempt  to  dia- 
iresft  me  by  oontleniiiing  a  person  for  whom  you 
affect  to  supjKiMe  that  1  feel  a  tender  partiality. 
One  thing  only  I  muet  add,  in  justice  to  my- 
self. Coiiiemptihlc  ns  you  seem  to  imagine  rae, 
I  chance  to  be  informed  of  some  circunutancfs 
which  you  perhaps  little  Hu«pect  can  have  eonte 
to  my  knowledge ;  and  you  may  feel  assured, 
that  if  I  do  ever  make  up  my  miiHJ  to  be  the 
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wife  of  a  gambler,  llw  liutband  I  select  vliall 
Mther  be  im|)ovrri)ihcd  by  rcci-ivinjj;  my  hntv.\, 
or  obuin  it  as  a  bartered  compCDUttiou  fur  a 
debt  of  hoNOur." 

Mr.  StalTon)  Rtnrtcd  violoolly.  He  gaxal  bI 
August*  ta  if  h«  decmiil  it  altDoot  impotsible 
the  httd  really  uttered  the  worth  lie  had  ju«l 
heard ;  and  then  be  exclaimed, 

"  Philip  Mortimer  lias  been  base  enough  to 
tdl  our  secret  to  his  sister,  and  Lady  Caroline 
has  pUycd  mc  fnlvc."  And  ii»  this  suspicion 
gained  ttrength  in  bin  iDinK<"i>^>^i  b>*  coun- 
teuance  darkened,  his  brow  coalracted,  and  he 
clenched  his  hands  with  raf;e. 

Miss  Mordaunt  wuiched  him  with  terror. 
She  trembled  to  think  of  the  conMquences  that 
might  result  from  her  imprudence,  and  she  was 
shocked  at  having  bn>kcn  the  jirooiisc  site  h«d 
given  to  her  friend.  With  nn  anxious  deisire  (o 
(crec-n  the  latter,  and  an  eager  hope  of  being 
able  in  mrati  degreti  to  remedy  the  mischief  she 
lud  done,  she  remarked  with  considerable 
promptnesa,  "I  can  easily  imagine  that  Mr 
Mortimer  may  be  treacherous ;  and  I,ady 
Caroline  is  eulTKicnlty  fund  of  a  mischievous 
joke,  to  have  ve&ed  you  in  a  thousand  different 
wayR :  but  I  cannot  see  what  vonceni  she  can 
have  bad  in  the  question  which  has  cauwd  our 
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pre«Mir  unlucky  dispute.  I  always  believed 
bcr  to  have  been  oi*c  of  your  wartneM  «iU 
firmest  nllk-*." 

I  did  certainly  suppose  that  she  wa«  my 
fncod,"^  replied  Mr.  StalTord  willi  a  «i«er, 
"  liecaitse  I  Htixpcctetl  «he  had  a  private  interest 
in  being  to :  I  therefore  cannot  easily  give 
credence  to  her  having  attempted  to  lower  me 
in  your  opinion.^  But  you  were  pleawd  to 
hint.  Mt«s  Mordaunt,"  continued  he  after  a 
IUIUK-,  "  that  yuu  had  Ix-en  made  A«)Uainled 
with  circuniMances  relating  tu  me  which  you 
believed  it  would  have  been  my  d»ire  to  hare 
kept  concealed  from  you.  May  1  re<|ue&t  you 
to  tell  me  what  those  circumstances  were,  and 
by  whom  they  were  communicated  to  you  ?" 

Augusta  felt  much  embarrassed.  "  As  I 
forbore  to  mention  any  person  by  name,"  she 
said,  after  a  moment's  cunsidernlion,  "in  the 
■lluiion  I  wa.-i  foolith  enough  to  make  JuM 
now,  th<»«  only  can  require  me  to  give  up  my 
auihurity,  wivo  clioo«e  to  lake  the  attack  hiime 
to  themselveR.  If  you  happened  to  understand 
what  I  referred  to,  there  can  be  no  occasion  For 
my  eiipUiining  it  to  you  ;  and  if  you  did  not,  I 
I  must  decline  throwing  any  farther  light  upon 
the  aubjtct,  since  far  too  much  has  I>e«n  Mdtl  by 
both  of  us  already-" 
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I  perfectly  agree  with  you,  and  will  there- 
mml  not  In  urgv  thi^  point :  but  l«t  me 

Ke  yoii  to  be  more  guanlt-d  in  futurr,  tnil 
itot  again  tu  bring  forward  charges  which  yttii 
cannot  and  dare  not  support.  This  is  pro> 
bably  the  last  cunvcrsation  that  will  ever  take 
place  between  us  in  private;  and  as  almost 
every  wurd  we  have  upakcn  has  only  tended  to 
increase  our  mutual  irritation  agaioat  each 
other,  perhaps  the  sooner  we  bring  it  to  a  ter< 
niination  the  better.  To-morrow,  long  before 
you  make  your  uppeitrancc  down-staJrs,  I  shall 
bv  upon  my  road  bock  to  London." 

*'  I  have  no  longer  any  wish  to  detain  you  at 
Mnnlaunt.  ^V'hen  we  left  ihi^  house  this  even- 
ing, I  tltought  it  not  impoAuble  that  nn  expla- 
nation upon  my  part  might  have  restored  our 
former  amity ;  and  I  felt  that  I  owed  you 
somelhiog  of  the  sort.  But  what  has  passed 
during  the  last  half-hour  has,  I  imagine,  com- 
pletely convinced  us  Iwth  that  wi-  could  never 
have  lived  happily  together :  and  we  ought  to 
be  very  thankful  that  we  have  made  this  dis- 
covery before  we  had  become  indissohibly 
united  to  each  other.  Adieu,  Mr.  Staflbrd  '.  If 
we  part  in  anger,  I  hope  that  all  feelings  of 
enmity  between  us  will  be  spi'whly  forgotten. 
Our  acquaintance  has  been  an  unfortunate  one : 


it  would  have  been  far  hapjiier  for  us  if  we  had 
never  met !~ 

As  she  concluded  these  words,  she  turDe4' 
iiway  from  her  companion,  aod  walked  back 
towurds  thtf  house-  Hi*  made  no  attvmpt  to, 
follow  her,  but  stood  for  Mine  time  rooted  to 
(he  spot  where  she  had  left  him,  oitd  absorbed 
in  bitter  and  angry  meditation. 

Augusta  did  not  pnuse  till  she  reached  her 
own  room.  When  she  found  herself  alone 
there,  slic  threw  hcrst^f  upon  her  bed.  Th« 
spirit  which  had  hithvrlo  lupporlctl  her  gave 
way,  and  ^he  burst  into  a  violent  fliKxl  of  tears. 
Her  feelings  were  too  ocnnplicntt^d  to  allow  licr 
to  understand  anytiiing  clearly,  but  she  had  t 
general  conviction  that  slie  was  very  miserable  t 
and  she  was  oppressed  by  a  painful  dread  of 
encountering  her  father's  anger. 

Mr.  aitd  Mrs.  Mordnunt  were  very  disagree* 
ably  surprised  to  perceive  Mr.  ^taflurd  ad* 
vancing  to  join  them,  unaccompanied)  by  rheir 
daughter;  and  Mr.  Mordauat  intjuired  what 
had  become  of  Augusta  'f 

"  Miss  Mordnunt  ami  I  have  parted,'  re- 
plied Mr.  Stuffbrd;  "and  I  niudi  lament  that 
we  did  not  understand  each  other  tooner. 
From  the  kindness  with  which  you  and  Mrs. 
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Mordaunt  have  always  treated  me,  I  am  led 
to  infer  that  your  opiDion  of  in«  i%  fnvoitrable 
enouf^h  to  have  madt.'  vou  wi»h  that  thiit  »flajr 
oould  hare  lermiDsted  otherwise;  and  I  assure 
jou  it  it  with  eiocere  regret  that  I  nov  fed 
myielf  obliged  tioally  la  reociuiice  my  proposed 
alliance  with  your  family," 

"  I  trust  you  are  aware,"  said  Mr.  Murdauot 
proudly,  "  that  /  am  not  a  sort  of  perwn  to 
desire  to  hcstow  a  dau|;h«-r  uf  miiie  »]Km  any- 
body who  haa  not  per»ua<lc<)  me  of  his  anxiety 
to  receive  her.  But,  at  the  aame  lime,  I  muM 
own  that,  since  you  formerly  expressed  yourself 
devotedly  attached  to  Augusts,  and  extremely 
soikilous  to  obliiin  from  mc  hiT  hand,  I  am  at 
a  lo«  to  imagine  what  reowm  you  can  h«n 
found  t4>  induce  you  tbua  suddenly  to  change 
your  mind,  and  to  reject  to  unceremoniouily 
the  proniiticd  boon." 

"  I   have  already   infurmn]  you,"  rejoined 

(r.  Stafford  in  a  tone  of  defiance,  "  that  I 
perfectly  convinced  1  am  despised  by  Miss 
I  Mordauut.  This  alone,  I  sliould  have  Au>ded, 
[tnigtit  have  been  a  suffident  eautc  for  my  tlc- 
[  dining  to  i-<>Tii)iel  Iter  lo  fulfil  tier  ciigagmicnt. 
^liut  when  I  odd,  that  1  have  al»o  ascertained 
'  the  certainty  of  her   being  still  attached  to 
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Lord  Ddniorp,  I  think  yoii  will  allow  the  im* 
possibility  of  my  wishing  thtt  »l»e  should  be- 
come Mrit.  Stafford." 

Thfn  advancing  a  step  or  two,  and  npcalcing 
BO  low  as  not  to  be  overheard  by  Mr*.  Mor- 
daunt,  he  continued,  "  If  you  do  not  fwl  per* 
fectly  contented  with  the  explunntion  I  have 
now  iniide,  I  »hall  be  very  ready  lo  give  you 
any  other  sort  of  »atiHfaction  which  you  may 
require." 

*'  Since,  I  presume,  you  must  have  good 
f^roundF,"  replied  Mr.  Mordaiint  aloud,  "  for 
believing  thai  ihetx-  ctin  be  no  mistake  in  what 
you  have  just  a^-'>erlell  re)(|>cH:ting  Augusta*! 
Bcniiments  both  towards  yotirself  and  Lord 
Delmore,  1  cannot  have  any  hesitation  in  ac- 
knowledging (hat  you  have  placed  the  case  in 
a  most  unanswerable  point  of  view.  It  is  one 
that  sur]irii>cs  me  considerably ;  for  I  ha<l  not 
previouiily  eiilrrtaJiied  (he  leaM  suspicion  of  H 
either  of  the  factti  you  have  utated  lo  nie. 
We  have  all  been  under  a  delusion  ;  and  as 
it  appears  that  my  daughter  has  been  tlte  only 
pcrM>n  really  deserving  of  blame,  she  must  take 
the  conBeipieuees  of  livr  own  misguided  folly." 
It  is  unnecessary  to  describe  minutely  wh«t 
passed  during  the  remainder  of  the  evening, 
^ft  Of  course.  Miss  Morduuni  did  not  come  down- 
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liMin  iif;ain.  Mr.  Slaffiird  plnuicd  taiigue  a»| 
■a  vxcate  for  rcliriiif(  l<j  rvH  vtrry  early.  He 
look  leave  of  hi«  Iwsi  and  hotteu,  and  of  Ed- 
ward, with  oold  find  cenjmoDiouA  civilitjr :  and 
pertupii  no  four  person*  evrr  Bcparalcd  with 
feelings  of  grt-atcr  MltAfdction  at  fiudinf;  Ihc-ni- 
kIvcb  rdievi-d  fnini  enduring  thv  gene  of  each 
ollwr**  society. 
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CHAPTKR  IV. 


If  a  dnughter  yon  havt,  ihe '« Iht  plagu«  of  your  Vii, 


When  Kaicc  in  ihcii  trrna,  Ihry  have  iril  to  ptq>l('X  m ; 

With  IcUcn  and  loTcri  for  cvvr  ihry  tcx  u*  ; 

While  eacli  slilt  njccU  ihc  fiiir  niilor  you 'vc  bto>agb( 

her: 
Oh,  whM  ft  [lUgue  U  an  obitloate  daughter  I 


TuBRB  are  few  people  who  have  not  riglit 
feeling  or  good  eenec  enough  to  refrain  from 
publishing  to  iho  world  the  little  disM-nsionx 
that  take  pluoc  within  their  own  domeiUic  cir- 
cle; but  scarcely  .anybody  has  not  a(  tome 
dme  or  other  known  the  secret  sensation  of 
diaoomfurt  and  apprehension  which  is  expe- 
rienced by  all  the  members  of  a  family  party, 
when  llicy  firit  rcosKmblc  after  a  considerable 
offence  hat  be<'n  ntinmittcd  by  one  of  their 
number,  or  an  unfortunate  occurrence  has 
jarred  their  usual  hannony. 

Such  were  tl»e  feelings  which  di»()uktetl  the 
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inmaiM  of  Mordaunt,  and  sueh  was  their  ai- 
lualion,  when  (h^-y  pri'iinrcd  tbcmscUm  to  muet 
Kt  breakfttMt  on  th«  ntominf;  of  Mr.  ^iKSord'E 
departure. 

Mrf.  Mordauni  was  the  firet  who  made  her 
sppt-urniicc.  Her  husband  iiiU-red  the  rooti) 
■uon  ttfiennirdt;  he  looked  in  a  vvry  bad  hu< 
motir,  and  as  he  took  his  nenl  »t  the  table,  l>e 
obierved  bitterly, 

**  I  should  not  formerly  have  believed  that 
]  could  ever  have  regretted  beit)g  <lcprived  of 
the  tight  of  Sinflbrd's  pretty  fuce.  Of  course, 
you  know  that  he  is  gone." — Theit,  after  « long 
pauw,  he  added  :  "  Thia  it»  really  •  most  un- 
fortunate and  disaii^reeable  business,— it  puts 
me  out  of  all  )>atiencc  to  tliink  of  it.  Since 
Nature  haa  mode  young  Ladies  »o  abotniiubly 
perverse,  we  ought  to  consider  ourselves  lucky 
in  bein^  bleated  with  only  one  dnufrhter. — Pray, 
have  you  seen  Miiis  Morduunt  this  morning  'f" 

"  No ;  she  did  not  come  into  my  roo<n,  as 
usual.  J  imagine  she  feels  ashamed  of  hi^nelf, 
and  is  afraid  to  venture  into  our  pr<,-senoe." 

*'  She  certainly  han  good  rcwKKi  to  be  ao ." 
Then  addrenMng  ICdward,  who  hud  just  joined 
theni,  he  said, 

"  Go  to  your  sister,  and  tell  her  from  mc 
that  we  have  been  at  breakfast  some  lime.     If 


TtlE    HEIR    OF    MOHDAUKT. 

she  has  not  impo^itl  upon  Wrself  the  pcnanoe 
fasting,  she  had  b«lter  come  down  ioitn^ 
dUtdy,  ta  I  shall  not  think  it  nccesMiry  to 
have  the  ton-ciiiiipHgn  kepi  standing  here  «U 
day  iiiwn  her  iiccount." 

Edward  obeyed  his  father's  order  without 
making  any  reply,  and  soon  returned,  accom- 
panied by  the  poor  culprit  Augusta,  who  looked 
an  object  of  (error  and  distrcu,  and  ihd  not 
dare  to  raise  her  eyes  towardK  Mr.  and  Mr*. 
Mordnunt.  The  latter  simply  wi»he<i  her  good 
morning,  white  the  former  made  Iter  a  stiff  sort 
of  bow.  She  sneaked  up  to  her  vacant  chBtr, 
and  bent  her  head  over  her  plate ;  hut  the  tears 
rolled  rapidly  down  her  cheeks,  and  though  (.be 
aJfected  to  be  occupied  with  her  breakfast,  she 
found  it  impossible  to  attempt  to  cat. 
'  Not  a  word  was  spoken  by  anybody,  till  at 
length  Kdvrard  endeavoured  to  relieve  his 
sistvrV  embarrassment  by  making  some  com- 
moit-plKe  remark.  This  was  answered  con- 
cisely by  his  mother,  and  then  the  party  re- 
lapsed into  silence. 

As  «oon  as  Mr.  Miirdiitinl  had  drunk  his  tea, 
he  rose  and  lel^  the  room.  Augusta  looked 
wistfully  after  him.  She  longed  to  Implore  his 
pardon,  but  she  was  loo  much  afraid  of  him  to 
presume  to  do  so. 
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Mrs.  Mordaunt  fpt  up  lilce«ue,  dnirrd  Ed- 
vanl  to  rin|;  ihe  betli  tnd  was  walking  towsnlft 
lite  door,  when  her  unhaf^v  dougtitcr,  wlio 
was  IIP  tuDgL-r  alilc  to  etulurv  h«r  dtkiilcaxurr, 
sprang  forward,  aod  tKrowiog  bertelf  at  hvr 
feci,  besought  her  co  lake  puy  upon  hvf ,  to  in- 
Icrcedc  for  her  with  her  fatl>cT,  and  (unworthy 
as  she  wan)  to  forgive  hrr. 

Mrii.  Mordauni  oouIJ  not  remain  unoMTcd 
f.  this  touching  appeal,  which  was  earnestly 
seconded  by  Edward.  She  raiwd  Augutta 
from  ibc  ground,  and  spoke  to  her  calmly  itnd 
kindly ;  but  as  she  thought  it  right  to  make 
ber  feci  that  nIi«  had  behaved  exlrenidy  ill,  sba 
oeitlMT  treated  her  with  ber  accustomed  sffcc- 
tiun,  Dor  ooDscDtcd  to  restore  her  entirely  tu 
her  favour.  She  prouustid  (o  try  to  soothe  Mr. 
Munlnunt'i  just  resentment:  yet  she  gave  her 
to  understand  that  she  must  uot  expect,  fur 
Bume  time  at  least,  itiat  Her  parents  could  re- 
gard her  with  their  funuer  iDdulgml  partiality 
and  confidence. 

It  cut  Augusta  to  the  heart  to  have  forfeited 
hrr  roolher'a  good  u|tiniim;  it  distressed  her 
to  have  oRended  her  father ;  and  it  humbled 
her  to  the  dust  lodi^covrr  froui  some  of  Mr*. 
Mordaunt's  otnervattonit,  thai  »1k  wa^  su{)|>OKd 
tu   be  attached   to   an   aduiirer  who  bad    be< 
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¥■■,'  MMWWtd  Uk,  '*  to 

I  am  awsre  that  it 

it  would  Iwve 

Voo  cut- 

I  «M  ■•  ^tk  «i(b  ihitnr 

"•ITcIL  WL-  ftfBirf  hrr  brother,  "you 
fuJt  1  ^  v«  w  IwiiliMi  ■  penoo  u  vou 
liMi-  it  w.  UwR<e«v  I  baprToawin  orvtr 
^  aA«iJ  tt  mr  ag«da-     Wr  will  tsllt  no  tnoK 

aod  think  no  maftof 
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unplcttsani  aiTttire.  Life  i»  too  ithort  to  be  con- 
lumed  in  fretting;  which  doeti  people  do  Bort 
of  good,  but  onl^-  ruiDs  ibL-ir  health,  and  makes 
them  look  old  atu)  ugly  bt-fure  their  tisu-- 
'Awaj'  with  melancholy'  has  always  been  my 
maxim ;  I  have  urged  it  in  precept,  and  follcnr- 

It  in  practice  ;  and  before  I  have  l>een  al 
iaunt  a  week,  I  am  much  mistaken  if  1 
nut  iiucoeed  in  leaching  our  whole  pwty 
bere  to  aing  '  Begone,  dull  care.* " 

Augusta  was  amoM-d  with  the  gaiety  of  ber 
brother'*  ft])irit ;  and  the  idea  of  her  father's 
■iDging  "  Begone,  dull  care,"  struck  her  fancy 
u  to  irreiiatibly  ludicrous,  that  iihe  burst  out 
laughing. 

CharleJi  WM  delightetl  with  tlte  happy  effect 
his  tally  had  produced.  "  I  have  done  woodero 
already,"  thought  be  ;  "I  have  only  to  follow 
up  my  advantage."  And  addressing  bis  sitter 
in  a  carelew  voice,  he  ob9erve<I — 

"  It  wa»  a  great  diMp)>oinlment  to  me  to  be 
UBal>lie  to  join  you  in  lowij  la.>t  spring.  You 
muM  tell  me  Iww  you  liked  the  busUe  and 
disAipation  uf  a  London  season.  Did  you  think 
the  ImIU  and  gaieties  as  a^^reeable  and  faaci- 
Dating  as  you  expected  tbcni  to  be  ?" 

"  I  enjoyed  them,  I  l>elieve,  as  much  u  any- 
body  while  they  were  going  forward,'*  readied 
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AiigiiBtft,  relapsing  into  a  sadder  tone ;  "  but 
m^  gaictif»  ha^e  come  to  an  unfortunate  ter- 
mination." 

Charles  affected  not  to  understand  lier  mean* 
ing. 

•'  They  were  certainly  TCry  unplea«antly  coo- 
eluded,"  he  said,  *'  liy  the  frightful  tragnly  you 
enacted  at  the  (Tpera.  1  cannot  even  now  reflect 
without  shuddering,  upon  the  danger  you  werv 
placed  in  during  that  horrible  BCi-n«.—  By  (hr 
way,  since  you  are  aware  that  I  have  breii 
spending  tbo  lost  ten  days  at  D'Arcy,  Iwb 
does  it  happen  that  you  have  never  once  had 
the  grace  to  inquire  after  the  hero  who  step- 
)>ed  forward  to  your  rescue  ?* 

He  l<x>keil  fllcftdfaNtly  nt  his  sister  as  he  spoke 
these  words,  AuguMa  coloured  very  deeply, 
and  her  lip  quivered  while  i*he  nn.iwered— 

"  As  I  heard  you  mention  T^ord  IMuon- 
last  night,  I  cuncltidcd  he  was  in  good  health. 
I  had  nothing  more  lo  ask.  I  trusted  you  ■ 
woidd  consider,  as  n  mnlU'r  of  cotifM.-,  my  feel- 
ing duly  grateful  to  your  friend  for  tlie  heroic 
exertions  be  made  to  save  me." 

'*  All  that  i«  very  properly,  but  eotdly  «x- 
pres&ed,  Are  you  eonttdoti*  (hat  hi«  own  hands 
were  painfully  liiin)t  in  extinguixliiiig  lh«  fire?" 

"1  knew  it  partly  at  the  moment;  hot 'I 
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believe  he  left  tnwu  ihv  next  day,  and  until 
jpou  wrote  mj*  father  word  ibat  jou  wrrc  >ta;- 
ing  at  D'Arcj,  I  ucver  learned  whot  hul  bccomL- 
.of  htm.    I  hope  be  lias  now  quite  rworered  tin- 
njury  be  received  in  my  citu»e  ?" 
"  Not  entirely ;  the  beauty  of  Lionel'a  fin- 
I  is  still  contidcrably  impaired.     That,  bow. 
r,  is  a  matter  of  trifling  imf)orlance ;  I  much 
[wish  that  1  bad  no  cause  of  greater  uneauness 
I  upon  bis  account.     When  I  arrived  at  D'Arcy, 
111  was  extremely  shocked  to  observe  the  extra- 
ordinary  depresaioD  of  his   spirits ;    he  quite 
^ves  me  the  idea  of  a  person  who  ba«  tome 
laecret  diMress  preying  upon  bis  mind.     There 
has  he  been  shut  up  in  his  old  chateau,  and 
,  living  the  life  of  a  hermit,  ever  since  he  lel^ 
ixMMlon.    Nothing  interests  biro,  nothing  secm^ 
to  give  bim  pleasure.     Kuch  a  state  uf  melan- 
choly apathy  is  ntost  unnatural  —  it  is  deplor- 
'  able  l     I  flatter  myself  he  was  in  some  degree 
cheered  by  my  vidt ;  but  aa  I  could  not  per- 
suade him  to  niimit  me  into  bis  confidence,  and 
had   therefore  no   t>ctter  guide  than  my  own 
conjectures  to  enable  me  to  ascertain  the  real 
wui  of  the  evil  which  so  heavily  afflicts  him,  I 
•had  not,  of  course,  the  least  liupe  of  possessing 
the  power  of  removing  it.     It  is  very  strange  t 
'Do  you  think,  Augusta,  that  you  can  assist 
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nml  could  with  cliffictilty  resl| 
slie  «nawi.'T«d — 

"  You  are  indeed  reduced 
of  a  forlom-bopc,  wlicn  you 
aid.  I  can  oiily  ncknowlcd^ 
throw  any  light  upof>  lhv«ubjc 
you.^  Theo,  after  a  tlinrt  giaJ 
"  If  1  were  to  judge  from  mj 
perience,  i  should  be  very  ml 
believe,  that  those  who  are 
the  first  instance  been  unwortl 
state  of  drjrction  which  nobod 
lurily  account  for,  generally  tf 
lap*  of  ri^jret  and  remorw  for 
degrading  action." 

*'  Yuur  suppoaition  i«  not  at 
charitable  one,"  f«id  Charter, 
indignation    at    the    K-vere    in 
thrown  onl  a<;ain»l  hi*  friend- 
pliftL 
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(toinj;  anything  Hriously  Vrn^.  That  ermt 
«u  duly  repented ;  and  I  omnder  Tjooel's 
cbarftcter  as  being  alto^her  one  of  the  moH 
uniaUe  and  strictly  honourable  I  ever  net 
with." 

*'  The  error  you  allude  to,"  obsenred  Aiu 
gustat  in  an  unstMdy,  inquiring  tone,  '*  was 
his  having  lost  an  immente  turn  of  motiey  at 
play,  was  it  not  ?" 

*•  You  are  perfectly  right  in  ycmr  cnnjecture : 
but  who  could  possibly  bare  told  you  thai 
story  r 

*'  It  was  partially  corumunicatn)  to  me  by 
Lord  Delmorc  himself  last  year  at  ilr.  Wtng- 
field's,  when  he  wus  expatiating  upon  the 
oblif^tioDS  he  owed  to  you." 

"  If  Delmorc  wiu  rrally  your  inrurmant,  { 

(ball  do  him  the  justice  of  giving  you  my  vcr. 

sjun  of  the  tale  ;  for  I  am  convinced  that,  (n  hU 

coofesaioD  to  you,  1h'  placed  his  own  conduct 

'  In  the  most  unfavourabU'  point  of  view." 

Charles  thi-n  proceeded  to  narrate  concisely 
every  circuin>tance  connected  with  Lord  Del- 
fflore's  gambling  embarrassmeat. 

"  It  was  a  severe  an<I  dreadful  IcMon  to  him 
at  the  liuie,"  concluded  he,  "  but  it  haii  proved 
a  snlutiLTy  one  ;  fur  I  am  persuaded  that  since 
that  moment  be  has  scarcely  touched  a  card,  or 


I 


THE   UEia  OP  MORDAUNT.  10^ 

olJirra  pKvuiUtl  Upon  you  to  credit  injurious 
representatiotis  concL-rninf;  him  ?" 
.  "  8)ncie  you  tlcaire  me  to  »peak  explicitly, 
I  win  ru>t  deny  that  I  have  had  good  reason  to 
think  Lord  Delmore's  conduct  towards  me  has 
been  moot  extraordinary  aad  unjurtiGable.  This 
is  Dot  a  mere  imagination  of  my  own,  for  1 
know  that  mamma  entertained  lh«  Muae  opi- 
nion of  his  behaviour." 

Captaiu  Mordaunt  lookdl  perplexed.  "  You 
must  anHwer  me  one  more  question,"  he  said. 
"  before  I  can  condemn  my  friend.  Arc  you 
•ure  that  you  had  not  given  tiim  undue  pro- 
vocation, wht-n  he  firit  retaliated,  by  treating 
you  rather  cavaKerly ;  aitd  that  you  did  not 
afterwanU  continue  to  awaken  his  jealousy  by 
flirting  indiscrevtly  with  other  admirers?" 

"  I  b<.-liove  I  (lid  once  uniiilentiotiidly  offend 
him  in  that  way  last  autumn  ul  Ktliinville,** 
replied  Augusta ;  "  but  aAer  1  met  him  in  totrn, 
I  can  sincerely  declare  to  you  that  I  had  no 
indiscretion  of  that  kind  to  reproach  myself 
with." 

"  It  is  very  incomprebeniiible  !**  observed 
Charles.  *'  However  strangely  liioncl  may 
have  acted — whatever  false  impresMion  he  may 
have  conceived  resjiecting  your  sentiments  to- 
warda  him,    there  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  his 
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■  dbtinctton  between  acting  unhsndsooiely  mad 
I  acting  dishonourably.  Ofhaving  done  the  Uu 
I  trr,  I  have  no  reason  toaocuscLoni  Dvlmurr— 
howevi-r  iiKn-n'lied  and  dugtittcd  I  amy  fwl  hy 
the  line  of  conduct  he  has  thought  proper  to  ptir- 
MK.  Id  fact,  you  may  rest  assured  that  frmii 
llic  ver;bcf;iiii)ing  of  our  ajcqunintanct-,  nothing 
han  ever  [msshI  brtwccn  us  that  could  rcquin*.  or 
even  justify,  (he  iiitvrfvrenvr  of  a  third  person. 
Trust  roe.  Lord  IMnmre  and  1  understand 
pach  other  much  better  than  it  is  possible  for 
IDC  to  malcc  you  understand  us  ;  and  it  in  my 
oineH  dvMre  that  his  unfortunate  disogrev- 
ment  with  me  should  make  no  lUffcrvnce  in 
i/iiur  ftM-liui^  towards  him  ; — in  short,  that  you 
should  fltiil  n.^main  his  fri«nd." 
I  "  It  would  certainly  give  me  great  pain,'^ 
continued  Captain  Mordaunt  thoughtfully,  "  to 
find  my wlf  obliged  (u  renounce  LionePe  frteitd- 
ship;— to  do  M>,  too,  at  a  moment  when   hta 

Itituaiion  appears  to  me  particularly  forlorn,  and 
when  he  seems  pocubarly  to  stand  in  nved  of 
comfort  and  kindness.  1  perceive  that,  fmni 
whatever  cause  the  idea  may  have  nrtginatecl, 
B  you  are  mutually  convinced  that  your  eharac- 
lers  and  diapo-iitioiis  are  untiuit^,  and  that 
you  could  not  have  lived  hap]iily  together.  I 
shall  therefore  entirely  give  up  the  hope  I  iiad 
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entertaJned  of  acting  as  a  mediator  between  you, 
and  being  able  to  cfTcct  n  rccniKi  lint  ion  bvtvrcon 
two  perton*  who  are  both  to  very  d^ar  to  vac." 
*'  I  feel  and  appreciate  the  kindness  of  your 
intention,'*  said  Augusta,  "  far  more  deeply 
tlion  I  can  express  to  you ;  and  believe  me,  I 
shall  look  u|>on  your  never  mentioning  this  dis- 
trcitring  subject  to  meagain,  asthcfrrx-atest  proof 
of  your  detkate  and  affecltonale  eonaideratiun 
form*." 

*'  I  will  faithfully  promise  you  to  abstain 
from  making  the  slighlctt  alluuon  to  it  upon 
any  future  occnnon ;  to  pray  set  your  mind  at 
n-st  upon  Ihat  point.  I  now  regret  more  thw 
ever  that  i  could  not  accomplish  my  %-isit  to 
London  in  the  spring:  had  I  been  with  you 
then,  things  would  perha^M  havo  turned  out 
very  dilTerenily.  I  cannut  help  strongly  sus- 
pecting that  much  mischief  has  resulted  from 
your  having  been  constantly  /i«  uiih  a  very 
fascinating,  artful,  and  designing  woman.  You 
recollect  that  I  formerly  warned  you  of  the 
danger  of  contracting  a  bosom  friend^ihip  with 
such  a  person  as  Lady  Caroline  Mortmer;  I 
feel  irresistibly  tempted  to  repeat  that  caution- 
'  Vou  unluckily  di^n^^nlcd  it  in  the  first  in- 
-ttanct;  and  if  you  [x^rsist  in  doing  w  at  prv- 
"itcnt,  I  ahall  only  lament  your  bliudoess,  and 
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mnaiD  itteot  about  her  lady&bip'*  meritR  or 
deinvriu  for  cvimnDrr-  Vou  oeed  oot  start 
fion  o>e»  and  iiirn  awny  your  head;  /or  1 
oust  request  you  to  attend  to  what  I  am  f^>ing 
lo  say,  and  to  hear  vac  patiently  to  the  end. 
Arc  you  awarv,  Auf^uita,  that,  in  spile  of  all 
licr  eoqntlry,  llie  higti  am)  ntiffhly  Ltuly  Caro- 
line lias  long  been  Mcretly  attaclieil  to  her 
cousin  Lionel  ?  and  that  she  has  not  yet  abao- 
doocd  ttif  hope  of  bring  able  scHnc  day  or  other 
to  uuikt  a»  iuiprvMion  tipon  liia  hilhrrlo  oIkIu- 
rate  beiurt?  She  wotilj  »ot,  cimiiefiueiitly,  K'rti< 
pie  to  resort  to  any  unprituapled  artifioe  to 
prevent  the  probability  of  his  ever  l>ein|{  ac 
ceptcd  by  a  rival.  Vou  best  know  if  she  has 
employed  unfair  means  to  influence  you  agaJUBt 
J}eliDore,  or  if  slie  has  endeavoured  to  dupe  you 
for  bcr  own  selRsli  purposes.  Do  not  lightly 
disregard  the  hint  I  have  just  given  you; 
weigh  it  attentively  in  your  uiind.  and  recon- 
sider well  all  (he  circumstances  that  may  be 
coiinoeted  with  it.^ 

Augutils  was  much  a&tonishcd  and  disqnielnl 
by  what  her  brother  hod  just  told  lier,  and  b«r 
reliance  in  thv  truth  of  Liitly  CitruUnc  Mor> 
liiner'H  statement  waa  considerably  shaken. 
Slie  iMw  remembered,  that  although  her  lady- 
ship had  professed  to  feel  a  sisterly  interest  in 
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\iat  ho  adnrircd  ber,  she  wsi  well  difposed  to 
betiiTt-  that,  untttM  ithv  tutd  hem  ihut  hiijdi- 
ontly  lowcrvd  in  ht«  ntimation,  he  would  ovrer 
haTe  uflV-ret)  her  «o  cuntrai|>tu(>iit  an  imult.  as 
barirring  in  cold  blood  his  chance  of  obtaining 
her  afiirctions  agaiiMt  a  gambling  debt  to  )Ir. 
SuffbrtL  If  «  lingering  suspicion,  a  hopet  of 
UoDel'*  having  been  calummntMl,  still  dung  la 
her  imaginatioa,  tl  was  suddenly  and  com- 
pleteljr  destroyed  by  her  recoUecliog,  that  when 
ihe  had  imprudently  taunted  Mr.  Stafford  with 
her  knonledgc  of  his  supposed  secrvtf  he  hod 
hern  su  entirely  thrown  off  his  guard,  thai  hs 
hod  fully  admitted  hia  guilt,  by  aocuriDg  Philip' 
Mortimer  of  having  conimunicaled  to  hi»  iUler 
what  had  taken  place  bi-twcvn  him  and  Lord 
Delmoiv. 

All  this  pa«s<Kl  rapidly  in  Augusta's  mind. 
Charles  pprcclvcd  with  great  satisfaction  thr 
impression  which  his  last  argument  hod  mad£ 
upon  her;  be  watched  the  dianges  of  her' 
countenance,  and  he  began  to  entertain  sanguine 
expectations  of  counteracting  Lady  Caroline 
Mortimer's  wily  schemes,  by  proving  to  his 
sister  and  to  Lionel  that  they  had  both  bevd" 
the  d»|>c«  of  her  treachery. 

Thin  pleo^in};  anticipation  vanished,  however^' 
when  Augusta  at  length  obserred, 
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*'  I  have  been  cwiifiidcriof;  and  rceonitjdoring 
your  warning  in  every  p<Mittl)le  [winl  «f  vit-w  ; 
but,  aftvT  llie  moat  impartial  examinaliont  I 
grieve  to  siy,  that  it  ctuinol  materially  alter  my 
previuuH  u)>inioii  of  Lord  Deloiore's  conduct 
or  ctuinictcr.  All  you  formerly  told  me  about 
Lady  Caroline  van  perfectly  jutt ;  and  if  I  had 
not  then  been  too  bt-aditroiig  to  attend  to  your 
friendly  admonition,  I  should  have  spared  my- 
self much  unhappiness.  I  confess  that  you 
have  now  discIoMil  to  xae  circumMaiKei  relat- 
ing to  this  (reaclierouii  friend  vrhich  I  very 
little  suspected,  and  which  ahow  me  how  com- 
pletely I  was  at  one  time  deluded  by  her  flaU 
tfriiig  artilicc8.  You  need  not  fear  that  s}>c 
will  ever  deceive  me  again :  1  have  bought 
rxp^ience,  and  have  Iwught  it  dearly.  Jf 
I.«dy  Caroline's  scheme  ends  prosperously— if 
she  succeeds  in  becoming  Lady  I>elmore,'^  (and 
Augusta's  voice  trembled  as  she  prunounced 
the  name,)  '*  I  shall  not  envy  ber.  I  do  not 
think  that  such  a  niitrriagc  ran  prove  a  Itnppy 
one.  As  for  myself,  the  only  wish  that  is  now 
ltf\  mc,  its  that  I  may  be  able  to  regain  the 
allVclion  of  my  own  fiimiiy." 

Charles's  warm  exprt>»i»ns  of  attachment  to 
his  sister,  and  the  tcuderness  of  his  whole  maa- 
ncr  towards  her,  seemed  to  afford  her  uiucli 
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comfort  and  gnitificntiou.  He  saw  that  all  Impo 
of  realortng  Lioitel  to  brr  favour  wm  uI  un  vikI  ; 
and  he  felt  extremely  glad  that  he  had  Dot  suh- 
jcvlcd  bis  father  and  mother  to  anuther  diwp- 
poiDlmvDt,  by  imparting  to  tlicm  the  suBpictona 
which  had  occurrod  to  hini  »t  D'Arcy,  sjkI  tho 
ptanM  be  bad  ooiiiequcntly  framed  tincc  his 
arrival  at  Morduunl. 

Captain  Murdauut  and  Augusta  were  stlU 
eogogvd  iu  rante^t  eonrcrsatioit,  nlicn  a  ilout^ 
built  pony-curriagt?,  cx>ntuiiiing  a  fluhstantiol 
jolly-looking  dame,  and  driven  by  a  little  foot* 
Iwy  vrlio  u-BH  evidently  proud  of  the  office, 
mrtted  past  tbc  windows. 

Misa  Mordauot  &lar(ed  up  and  made  lier 
escape  before  the  entrance  of  the  viutor.  Ucr 
brother  wan  much  inclined  to  follow  her  ex- 
atnple ;  but  just  as  be  was  going  tu  bolt  out  c^ 
the  windoir,  Mrs.  Pcirtct  was  announced;  and 
u|)on  hcariti];;  her  iiame,  he  coitcludoil  she  nmst 
be  the  wife  of  an  attorney  in  the  ueighbuur- 
hood,  who  wa>  occasionally  employed  by  bin 
father  aa  a  man  of  business. 

The  lady  was  a  middle-aged  wcMoan,  with 
a  broad  good-hutnuured  vulgar  tmc,  a  very 
florid  complexion,  and  n  lull  )>ortly  figure,  too 
much  embonpninl  to  be  graeeJuL  Her  dress, 
«bi«h  she  had  wished  upoo  this  occasion  to  be 
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pnticBtarlr  anBrt.  wa>  extremelv'  staring  uid' 
gsudy.  Her  boonet  was  made  of  bright  gru^' 
green  gxuw,  snd  irimiDed  with  a  mixture  at 
wMte  nd  Msriet  rifaaniU;  she  had  a  goUU 
coloured  nlk  tbsw);  «nd  her  gown  uid  her 
glomes  *kich  were  the  onlj-  parU  of  bcr  attire 
in  correspoodiDg  taste,  were  of  a  rooet  btilUmii 
shade  of  blue. 

Charles  dcdared  afterwards,  that  her  Hra 
appranutor  g*re  bioi  the  idea  of  an  enormous 
wdl-fnl  macaw,  and  that  he  felt  quite  apiuillfd 
ai  finding  him«etf  f^/e-u-(^/e«ith  such  an  rMra- 
(irdiaar}'  creature. 

In  truth,  be  had  little  iudinatioo  to  be  left 
to  perf«-n)  the  task  of  entertaining  a  gu(?»t  like 
Mrs.  Porter.  He  tbetefbre  ilesired  llutt  his 
mother  might  be  ioMonily  informed  of  brr 
anjval. 

It  happened  that  Mrs.  Mordaunt  had  gone 
out  walking;  but  ibe  een-ant  was  uirf  awarr  nf 
this  circumstance,  and  had  conscfiumUy  ad- 
mitted ber  vjii  tor- 
Mrs,  rorter  made  Charles  a  low  curtsey,  and 
then  adroncinff  nearer  to  him,  "  I  hope  I  hare 
llw  pleastire  of  seeing  you  well,  sir,"  she  said. 
"  You  will  excuse  the  liberty  1  uke  in  ven- 
turing to  introduce  myself  to  you.  I  think 
myself  very  fortunate  in  finding  you  at  home ; 
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for  I  aMiiTD  you  I  faaw  long  Mt  a  great  deaire  - 
to  haw  the  Iraoour  of  niHking  yoiu  KC()uaiiit- 


Cbarl»  waK  mucli  divetted  vriih  thU  oddreMi 
ret  he  contrived  to  nliini  the  good  lady  suit- 
able acltnoirledgiaents  for  her  very  flattering 
ktndncaa. 

Partly  from  shyiipss,  and  partly  from  naturml 
awkwanlorss,  she  had  edged  herMlf  into  a 
Bmall  >'rench  ann-diair,  with  very  little  ooDai* 
deration  for  her  own  comfort,  and  (what  was 
pcrbapc  more  important)  with  still  lc&«  regard 
for  the  Hifrly  of  a  valuable  chiiui  jar  which 
Mood  ju»t  b«hti)<l  her. 

Captain  Mordaunt  iiivilwl  her  to  renwve  (o 
the  Boh.  *'  You  are  very  polite,  ur,*^  «he  ob* 
wrved,  immediately  exchanging  her  place  for 
the  one  he  had  recommended,  and  adjusting 
the  cushions  around  her  very  much  to  her  siiti*- 
faciinn.  "  Dritr  mo,  what  u  Ix-autifuUy  cova- 
fortalilc  sofa  th>>  is  f 

Charles  of  course  replied  that  he  was  ex- 
tremely glad  she  found  it  so. 

Mrs,  Porter  having  got  over  ber  fini  emhar- 
ramncnt,  did  not  allow  the  conversation  to  laD> 
guish.  She  was  by  nature  uncommonly  loqua- 
cious, and,  uiifortuimtfly  fur  her  frivitds  t>h« 
vas  tnpreued  with  a  belief  that  it  afforded  . 
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thern  quite  as  much  Batisfaction  to  listen  to  her, 
as  it  gave  her  ple««tire  to  talk  to  them :  conse> 
quently,  she  ran  on  from  onr  siibjt-ct  to  another, 
without  vvLT  thinking  it  avcennty  to  pauiCt  or 
10  let  anybody  have  an  opportunity  of  answer- 
ing her* 

"  Mr.  Porter  has  been  away  from  home  upon 
business  for  tlie  la«t  fortnight,"  slic  said,  ail- 
drnsinf;  herself  (o  Chntka;  *'  and  he  took  me 
with  hiin  this  time  for  a  hit  of  pli>astirc.  We 
only  got  hack  late  last  night ;  whieh  h  my  n-a- 
BOD  for  not  having  been  over  here  much  KMiier 
to  pay  my  respects  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Mor«lauat, 
and  to  offer  them  my  due  vongratulations.  I 
trust  both  the  ladies  are  in  good  heiilih.  1  &up> 
pow  Miss  Mordaunt  feeU  rather  bashful  at 
present  about  appearing  to  morning  callers? 
I  suspect  that  I  saw  her  sitting  with  you  liere 
just  now  03  I  drove  up  to  the  door,  and  that 
she  only  ran  away  when  she  Iteard  the  sound  of 
a  earriage." 

TItc  attorney's  lady  surcd  arciily  in  Charles's 
faee,  and  chuckktt  at  her  own  wit;  and  she 
laughed  still  more  heartily  when  she  saw  that  he 
VTM  much  confused. 

The  truth  wa^  Captain  Mordaunt  iK'rceived 
lliot  his  tormentor'a  absence  had  prevented  her 
diioovcriiig  that  his  sister's  marriage  had  been 
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broken  off,  aw)  therefore  that  >be  liad  lalHrd 
forth  to  hn-  visit  under  a  false  imprccMon  re- 
specting  thv  drcuinmaiicvs  of  Oic  fnniHy.  Thit 
placed  him  in  a  diiuigrL-eabie  kind  of  dilcnima ; 
but  as  ii«  did  not  coniider  hiniRelf  callod  upon 
to  enter  into  a  long  explanation  with  her  upon 
•0  delicate  a  subjeot,  he  determined  to  allow 
Imt  to  continue  in  error. 

**  Pn]r,slr,do not di«tre«s yourself  alxKit  mjr 
noowmw,"  continued  Mrs.  Porter  very  good- 
naturedly,  when  her  laugh  was  over,  fur  she 
was  sorry  to  observe  that  lie  looked  really  per- 
plexed ;  '*  I  was  not  the  len«t  affronted  with 
MiMMordannt,  1  o^Kuro  you.  Her  behaviour 
WHS  quite  natural  under  her  circiimstanceii ; 
and  nothing  is  so  becoming  in  a  young  lady, 
you  know,  as  ntodesty.  1  remember  that  / 
uitcd  to  act  juttt  in  the  same  manner  myself 
when  I  was  similarly  situated," 
"*'  This  concluding  coniparisoD  was  almoet  too 
much  for  Charles,  and  he  had  the  grralcst 
poseiblo  difficulty  in  maintaining  anything  like 
a  decent  appearance  of  gravity.  In  order  to 
give  a  new  and  more  gejieral  turn  to  t)i«  di*- 
course,  he  soon  afterwards  made  some  common- 
place remark  upon  the  state  of  the  weather. 

'*  It  has  certainly  been  very  fine  lately,"  an- 
swered Mrs.  Porter,  '*  bat  the  sky  looks  rather 
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unsettled  this  monnngi  I  am  sadly  afraid  that  I 
'we  fihall  have  rain  before  night.  I  consulted  I 
the  weallier-glass  (as  1  always  do)  before  Ij 
came  out,  and  1  did  not  find  it  quite  so  /u*] 
vourahle  as  I  could  have  wished." 

A»  she  Kpokc,  she  stole  a  complacent  gUne*  I 
at  her  own  figure  in   the  mirror  opixmic  to 
her ;  arranged  her  red  and  while  ribands ;  and 
then  turning  her  head  lowanls  the  w-ittduw^l 
and  anxiously  surveying  the  clouds,  betrayed] 
very  clearly  the  disquietude  she  was  suffering 
on  account  of  her  splendid  bc«t  bonnet)  and  ttie 
apprehension  bIic  felt  of  having  it  spoilt  by  a 
shower  of  rain. 

Charles  endeuroured  to  wt  her  mind  at  rn 
by  expressing  it  as  his  decided  opinion  llial 
Do  wet  was  likely  to  fall  until  the  evening. 

"  Well,  I  hope  you  will  prove  a  true  prophelf] 
rir;  for  I  sliouM  be  very  sorry  to  get  a  duck- 
ing in  my  way  back.     '  Itain  or  shine,'  as  I  said) 
to  Mr.  Porter  before  I  started,  '  I  uii  deU-r. 
mined  to   go   to  Monlauni  Park    to-day.'     Ij 
would  not  have  put  off  nucli  a  visit  for  all  the* 
world.     Besides,  to-morrow  may  be  even  worse 
than  this  morning.     An  open  carriage  is,  at  the 
very  best  of  limes,  a  dangerous  thing  to  truM 
to  fn  this  uncertain  climate.     1  have  often  set 
out  to  a  ride  In  a  fine  broiling  sun^  and  been 
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half-<]rown«i  in  a  Uiuiukrttorm  before  I  goi 
liome  again.  Mj'  ponjr,  too,  is  none  of  the 
()UH-tt>st :  it  hiiA  tn-t-n  *  useful  little  Kiiitnal  to 
us,  but  it  1ia»  ratli«r  nwre  apirit  thou  /  iikc. 
My  husband  laughs  at  my  fears,  and  i»  uncivil 
enough  to  tell  me,  that  when  Dick  hu  my 
weight  to  steady  him,  tl»cri;  can  be  no  danger." 
Charles  frit  secretly  much  inclined  to  agree 
niih  the  attorney ;  but  he  took  car«  iwt  to 
express  hi»  actguiescenee  in  an  opinion  mi  un- 
flattering to  his  lady. 

^  **  You  inu»t  do  me  the  favour,''  pursued 
■tic,  "just  to  look  at  my  pony  Diek  when  he 
'comes  out  of  the  stable.  I  dare  say  you  are 
fond  of  horses,  and  n  good  judge  of  them.  I 
heard  East  year  of  your  fame  in  th«  hunting- 
(irld,  and  I  moke  no  doubt  you  hare  plenty  of 
fine  horses  of  your  own." 

"  1  confesit,"  answered  Charles  with  a  smile, 
"  that  I  have  always  been  rather  proud  of  my 
horses.  I  have  one  very  beautiful  creature 
now,  which  has  been  generally  nduiireil  by  the 
ladies.  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  bring 
•ny  of  them  here  at  present ;  so  I  cannot  pro- 
pOM?  myM-lf  the  pleasure  of  showing  you  my 
fevouritc." 

"^ Certainly  it  was  not;  but  perhaps  I  may 
g«t  a  sight  of  it  at  some  future  opportunity- 


country. 

*'  I  ilo  ii»(Wd,  S^Tixtrcind 
to  Monliunt  prrpnrcd  to  be 
pl»c«,    the    Mighboiiriiuod, 
connected   «riib  it.     It  did  not 
expectations:  aod  I  trust  you 
I  have  i»w  a  right  to  feel  that  1 
part  of  the  wxirld, — in  abort,  to  i 
home." 

Mrs.  Porter  looked  exce&«iv«Iy 
thit  tpeicch,  and  bnw«]  and  tampi 
look  it  as  a  >ort  of  pcntona]  e( 
htmAt. 

"  You  have  not  found  leinurej 
>he  aaid,  **  to  visit  many  of  our  dl 
yet.  There  are  several  gentleineq 
other  Mght*  wi'tl  worth  your  se<-ing 
foaville  Castle  is  without  coinpariil 
est  man&ion  and  domain  in  all  thii 

"  I  have  In-vn 


wen  i>titytMg  at  Klordaunt  last  winter.  I  ani 
far  belter  aoquaintetl  witli  oil  that  u  Koiiig  on 
around  roe  than  you  may  tuapect ;  and  you 
may  be  sure  that  such  an  interesting  evrnt  as 
your  vitit  hnv,  furnisbed  suliject  for  very 
gcfMml  conrcrBntion." 

At  this  iiMtuiit  the  lervant  re-cnterml  the 
room  to  say,  that  aa  he  could  nut  find  hU 
int»tres»,  he  concluded  she  roust  be  out  walk- 
ing. 

"  I  feel  much  vexed  to  miss  seeing  Mrs. 
Mordaunt,"  muttered  Mrs.  Porter  in  n  half- 
audible  tone.  Then  turning  to  oddrcM  the  ser- 
vont,  slic  added  in  a  louder  voice, 

"  Will  you  be  mt  good  as  to  tell  the  boy  to 
bring  my  pony-carriage  round  tg  the  door 
directly  ?" 

Charles  askfed  her  if  she  would  not  take  any 
rrfreshinvot  before  her  departure:  but  thifi  she 
dwUncd. 

"  1  expect  to  get  home  by  dinner-time," 
■lie  obMT\'ed:  "as  my  husband  is  (juilc  a 
man  of  busiaeiB,  it  does  not  suit  us  to  keep 
fashionable  hours.  We  din«  at  three  o'clock, 
and  have  a  comfortable  supper  at  ten,  when  the 
day's  work  is  over.  To  confess  (be  truth,  too, 
I  am  rather  in  a  hurry  to  be  back  upon  an- 
other account.    After  having  been  absent  for  a 
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fortnight,  I  have  of  ooune  i  number  of  little 
doiDcsUc  concerns  to  louk  into.  Though  /  uj 
ft,  nho  perhaps  should  not  say  it,  1  flatter 
myself  that  I  contrive  to  mana^  my  bouse 
tolerably  wcU,  and  to  keep  my  wrraDU  in  as 
good  order  as  anybody;  but  when  the  eye  of 
the  Ditstms  it  not  upon  tlKin,  things  cannot 
be  expected  to  go  oa  exactly  at  they  ought  to 
do.  It  has  not  yet  fallen  in  your  way,  sir,  to 
oonaJder  all  this :  bill  when  you  are  a  married 
nuDi  and  the  cares  of  a  family  come  upon 
jou,  you  will  very  Mxm  learn  to  understand 
it."  Then,  as  if  a  sudden  recollection  had  come 
acroes  her,  she  went  on  upon  another  track. 

"  As  I  shall  not  now  sec  Mrs.  Monlaunt 
herM-lf,  may  I  venture  to  re<juc*t  you  will  have 
the  condescension  just  to  mention  to  Mr.  Mor- 
daunt,  that  Mr.  Porter  had  folly  intended  to 
come  wtlh  mc  this  morning,  but  he  was  un> 
expectcdly  obliged  to  ride  in  a  different  direc- 
tion upon  pres.tiiig  business.  He  will  not  fail, 
however,  to  take  (he  earliest  opportunity  of 
doing  himself  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  Mr. 
Mordauot,  and  upon  you  also,  sir." 

"  I  will  not  forget  to  delirer  your  message.** 
njoined  Charles :  *<  and  tliough  it  would  gire 
us  much  pleasure  to  ace  Mr.  Porter,  w«  should 
be  extremely  sorry  if  he  thought  it  necessary 
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to  make  us  a  vtnt  sa  s  point  f^  evntaoay,  U  it 
happcnt'd  to  be  tlic  Irast  ioconvL-niral  to  bim  to 
do  so.  !?!iKe  he  •ccmo  to  be  pitrttcularly  ■-&- 
gaged  ju)>t  nl  prencnl,  pray  tell  liitn  to  ctMtaKler 
thttt  we  have  taken  the  will  fur  (lie  derd." 

*'  By  nu  means,  air,  hy  do  meant,"  exdaimed 
Mn.  Porter,  "  that  must  not  be.  You  are 
venr  tund :  but  be  irtll  certainly  ride  over,  aa 
JD  duty  bound.** 

.  Then,  having 'been  infbnned  that  her  pooy- 
OUriage  was  ready,  khc  f^  up  to  depart,  but 
stood  liDgering  for  a  minute  nr  two,  as  if  there 
was  still  fcHneihing  more  which  she  wtiilied,  yet 
scarcely  knew  how  to  iay  or  to  ask.  At  length 
she  took  courage  to  remark — 

"  I  suppose  I  must  not  presume  to  tntfuirr 
how  soon  the  gratt  aiid  joyful  went  is  to  take 
pbceT 

Charles  was  quite  confuundeil  by  so  direct 
an  appeal ;  but  dreading  an  ttlaircuitmeHt  more 
than  ever,  he  atu-in]ilfd  to  silence  the  good  lady 
It  onoe,  \yj  replying— 

"You  muat  excuse  me,  Mrs.  Porter,  if  I  de- 
cline answering  that  quealion.  1  feet  an  awk- 
wardness which  prevents  my  gratifying  your 
euriodly  upon  ihiit  subjcirt ;  but  ymi  will,  I 
believe,  very  loon  Hear  •.■viTything  thut  is  to  be 
licard  al>out  it  fruiu  others.^ 
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Md  pa%H  I  did 
Bat  M  I  did  MC  ana  the  <{« 
tAacr,  I  truM  jm  «S  boK  kok  upon  ii  « 
«Be.  I  will  \m  orvftd  wvcr  to  veoiim  again 
to  [Bj  tai0  ymv  wuil :  but  jou  anat  jiut 
Id  «if ,  ttiBi  ■faoMfTg  *  acrtma  Bsae- 
^hUbw  dan  occur,  I  BoM  mccndy 
.  it  vffl  b»  podactnie  cf  CTwy  poMJble 
•od   h^ifiiMac    lo  mrj  ooe  oF  ibe 

As  lb*  caodaJfJ  thcte  wordi,  the  ateiMled 
bcr  kfge  bnd  toward*  Chu-tn,  mod  shook  bis 
very  beBrtiljr ;  partly  in  proor  of  the  warmlJi 
tmd  wweritT  of  tbe  good  wuhea  the  bad  ex- 
prcascd,  aod  partlr  u  a  coafirmatorr  aci  of 
leeBOciliadoa  after  ibr  unlucl:>'  breach  of  de- 
licacy which  she  had  conunittcd. 

There  was  noietbiag  so  irmistibly  good- 
humoured  even  in  Mrs.  Porter's  vulgarity,  that 
Captain  Mordaunt  spoke  truly,  wbeu  Ik  told 
her  he  felt  much  obliged  to  her  for  her  kind- 
ness. He  04cort(r<l  her  to  the  door,  and  having 
duly  BdiHini)  iIh-  npiwaraiicc  uf  ber  pony,  pre- 
parcil  to  band  her  into  her  carriage. 

"  You  must   penoit  me  to  thank  jrou,  dr," 
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Mid  titCf  as  shf  pl»cnJ  her  foot  u|)on  the  step, 
"  for  the  gratifytn|r  atlcntJoDi  you  hxTc  £l>own 
me  to-day.  I  heg,  tun,  ihiit  you  will  In;  good 
enough  to  present  my  re»peclful  com)>IJin«nt« 
lo  the  Udin :  and  al  some  future  opportuuity, 
when  you  arc  slayinj;  at  Mordaunt,  if  you 
should  hapjicn  lo  poM  by  our  iiouoc,  I  ehotild 
feel  greatly  hoooured  if  you  would  i-ondnceiKl 
to  look  in  and  give  ua  a  call.  ludeed,  I  should 
be  cxtreincly  proud  at  any  time,  if  I  could 
have  it  in  my  power,  in  toy  humble  way,  to 
afford  any  ho«piudity  to  you  or  to  your  fair 
lady  that  in  to  be." 

Citarles  protnixed  that  he  would  pay  her  and 
Mr.  Porter  a  vitil  bvfore  he  left  the  country ; 
and  she  drove  ofl'  bowing  and  uniliug,  thinkh^ 
him  one  of  the  handtwmeal  and  politest  young 
gentlemen  she  bad  ever  seen  in  her  life,  and 
fully  perMiodcd  thai  he  mutit  have  eoiuidercd 
her  a  particularly  agtvealile  woman  in  return. 

He  Mtood  for  tome  momenta  watching  ber 
departing  progreu  with  a  mixture  of  amuse* 
ment  and  relief.  The  dread  of  finding  himself 
forced  at  last  to  enter  into  the  history  of  hi« 
hiHer'!!  nfTairs  with  such  a  person  a*  Mrs.  Por- 
ter, and  of  being  compellwl  to  hear  her  blunt, 
ctMne  remarks  u|>on  Augusta's  folly  and  Mr. 
SlafTord'fi  shockiog  conduct,  had  become  nluiotit 
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insufferable.  He  had  been  much  afraid,  too. 
that  her  indignation  would  be  vvbcmcntly 
rouMnl  against  himself,  if  nny  unliict^y  nccidrnl 
led  her  to  discover  (hut  he  had  been  wilfully 
kt-cping  her  in  ignoraitce  of  so  importatit  a  fact 
as  the  rupture  of  the  intended  marriage  in  his 
family.  From  her  latter  allusions  to  his  ma- 
trimonial pros[)e<.'ts,  he  Etroii^ly  stts|>ected  (hat 
she  had  imngiiied  him  to  be  Mr.  Stjiftord  :  and 
he  trembletl  when  he  ihuitght  that  if  hit 
mother  came  in  from  her  walk  before  he  had 
fairly  got  rid  of  his  companion,  she  would  in- 
evitably betray  who  he  rciOly  was. 

Mr.  Mordaunt  wax  excessively  diverted  with 
his  »nn')i  accuiint  of  Mrs.  Por(er'»  visit;  it  put 
him  into  a  much  better  humour  during  the 
whole  of  the  evening  than  he  had  ever  been  in 
before  since  Mr.  Stafford's  departure. 

"It  must  have  been  an  adniirnble  sccoct" 
said  he.  "  I  hope  the  attorney  will  not  be 
jealouA  when  he  heara  of  your  long  lete.a-iflf 
witli  his  lady.  Charles,  Charles,  you  may  have 
given  that  worthy  man  just  cause  of  unea^ness. 
There  ran  be  no  doubt  that  your  charmer 
paid  you  the  compliment  of  mistaking  you  for 
Stafford.  As  soon,  tl>erefore,  as  >he  leams 
that   the  nlUaace  with  Augusta  has  been  sud- 
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denly  broki-n  off,  ebe  kQI  imagine  that,  after 
hBTing  bci-n  dazilcd  with  A«r  superior  sttrac- 
ttanii,  tht-  iiitcndtfl  ttriclegroom  found  it  lui 
longer  po^ible  to  fulfil  hiti  engagement  with  his 
former  love,  and  flecl  the  country  in  a  Bl«le  of 
distraction  and  despair." 


CHAPTER  V 

="  wen,  my  lojj  *  1 
joo? 

^"«"%««d  to  mirth  f    i' 

•  •  , 

When  he  wu  here 
N«  knowing  whj,, 

"eswigea  to  Lady  Aimea  M™!: 
her     r  -J       T,      ■™«°*»  Mortiiner 
"«.    Lady    EstonviUe,   and    «v. 

""^-WedatluneheoD.  ' 

The  «unte«,  ^^ 

>'>trod«c«Jhimtnh„„_._""7!*3 
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■hort  cut  across  the  country  ;  and.  u  he  took 
poaseudoD  of  a  chair  betide  her  adtler,  he 
thought  Lady  Agnes  was  much  prettier  than 
he  had  expected  to  see  her.  The  warm  and 
unaffected  intcmt  with  which  nhe  lUtened  ta 
all  hi.t  dotaiU  ulmut  Lionel,  soon  led  him  to  feel 
as  much  at  home  with  her  as  if  they  hitd  known 
each  other  for  years;  and  the  natural  nitnpli- 
dty  of  her  manner  charmed  hint  the  more, 
from  the  ti(ronf(  contrast  it  fonncd  to  Lady 
Caniline's  fascinating  but  artificial  style  of 
behaviour. 

He  spoke  to  her  in  general  term*  of  her 
cousin**  prcM-nt  dejection,  and  said  '  he  hoped 
that  his  tour  u|>on  the  ContiiK-nt  would  ini- 
prore  hiti  spirits.' 

"  I  wi^  I  could  feci  equally  sanguine  upon 
that  point,*"  replied  Lady  Agnes.  "  Poor 
Lionel  (aiid  pcrhapit  with  k>i»v  reason)  has 
never  been  inclined  to  be  in  good  humour  with 
the  world.  The  only  thing  likely  to  have  re- 
cotKiled  him  to  it  com  p  let  el  y,  and  to  have 
rendered  him  permanently  comfortable,  would 
have  bc«n  his  making  a  happy  marriage.  And 
of  thai,"  conclude*)  she  with  a  sigh,  "  there 
•ecme  to  be  very  htite  proepi-ct  at  present." 

**  iDdeed  I  fear  that  there  is  not  much," 
continued    Charles.     "  I    shall    endeavour    to 
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persuade  him  next  winter  to  think  about  brush* 
ing  up  luH  liouic:  it  sppeArs  to  be  getting 
much  out  of  rcjiair  from  iHL-re  nrclcct." 

*'  It  is  a  thousand  pities  that  it  shoulil  l>e 
allowed  to  do  flo.  If  there  is  anybody  who 
can  prevail  upon  Lionel  to  tiikc  on  interest  in 
hi»  inlierititnoe,  wtJ  to  preserve  the  poor  old 
walls  ai  D'Arc)'  from  fulling  into  decaj,  ft 
must  lie  you,  Captain  Mordaunt :  there  is  no 
one  else  who  poueoMS  the  least  real  influence 
over  his  mind." 

Ladjr  Bslonvillc  ixne  from  luncheon. 

"  1^7  Agne»,"  said  Charles,  as  be  ac- 
oomptnied  her  to  the  library,  *'  you  arc  pro< 
hably  ftware  that  my  si»ter'»  marriage  ts  en- 
tirely at  an  end  ?" 

*•  I  had  heard  this  reported,"  answered  she ; 
"  but  I  should  of  course  have  made  no  allusion 
to  so  deUcatr  a  subject,  had  you  not  mentioned 
it  yourself.  Permit  roc  to  add,  that  I  feel 
much  flattered  by  your  having  dune  so,  and 
that  I  grieve  sincerely  for  the  vexation  which  1 
fear  thiA  unexpected  circumstance  roust  have 
occauoDcd  to  all  your  family. "^ 

"  You  art-  very  kiu<l,''  replied  Charles.  "  I 
liave  no  doubt  we  are  nil  blaiiii-<l  by  our  ncigh- 
bcnirs,  and  that  many  false  and  exaggerated 
stories  arc  circulated  about  us  in  the  world.     I 
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CUV  very  little  for  what  U  now  micI,  and  mil 
toon  be  forgotten  by  indifferent  people;  but  I 
ihoiild  be  gUd  to  endeavour  to  justify  Au- 
guitu')!  conduct — nt  lejist  to  plncc  it  in  the 
fairest  light  —  to  thoae  by  whom  I  wUb  >he 
thould  be  thought  well  of.  She  has  been  very 
foolish,  perhaps  1  ought  to  say  very  bUmcable, 
in  accepting  a  person  she  ne\-er  fancied  ;  yc-t  I 
hope  that  you,  Lady  Agne*,  will  be  diwiMMcd 
lo  judge  her  charitably." 

"  That  I  fihall,  I  aHsurc  you.  I  on«e  ho|>ed 
that  Miia  Mordaunt  and  I  might  have  been 
friefida ;  but  I  found  that  she  was  less  ineltncd 
lo  tike  me,  than  I  felt  to  like  and  admire  her. 
I  was  sorry  to  hear  of  her  engagenn'nt  to  >lr. 
Suflbrd,  for  I  did  not  think  it  probable  thai 
he  would  either  iMssess  her  affections  or  secure 
her  happiness,  ^hc  is  very  young  and  very 
iiM;x|M:rienced,  and  I  mudi  fear — "  (here  Lady 
Agnea  paused  fur  a  moment — )  '*  that  &lie  haiL 
uiwonaciously  taken  injudicious  models,  and 
been  induced  to  listen  to  bad  advice." 

*'  Slie  has  indeed.  How  truly  you  luive 
read  her  character,  and  how  perfectly  you 
have  uitderstoud  her  conduct  !" 

For  fear  you  should  be  led  to  give  me 
more  credit  for  discerament  than  1  really  de> 
serve,"  answered  Lady  Agttea,  with  a  slight 
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bliMh,  **  I  ought  perhaps  to  confess  to  yuu, 
UmI  in  this  particuliir  instance  1  hud  m  motive 
for  wiohing  ti»  Ik-  very  dear-sighted." 

Iiitrd  KiiMiviUe'ii  trntritnce  interrupted  the 
coD^'ersaUoD  between  his  daughter  and  Captain 
HonfaHint.  The  peer  expressed  much  pleasure 
U  ■uing  the  latter ;  inquired  with  empreist- 
mtmt  after  Mr.  and  Mr*.  Murduunt,  and  with 
l^reat  affectation  ofinten-Kt  aAer  Augusts;  and 
begged  Oturle^i  to  fix  an  early  period  fur  nrniing 
to  q>roJ  sooic  days  at  EstonviUe. 

Captain  Mordaunt  assured  him  he  should  be 
delif[ht*d  to  do  K>;  but  added,  that  he  must  in 
tl»r  first  malancB  oonault  his  Cuoity  about  their 
future  cnjpyimBOts. 

Lord  Bsloovjllc  re^x-aled,  that  whenever 
Chaika  could  come,  he  «buuld  be  i.-<{ua]1y 
hqipy  to  raniv*  him.  He  then  made  him 
mmy  apotoi^  for  bdag  obUgvd  to  leavv  him 
^  9000 :  but  informed  httn,  that  there  was  a 
trouUNOOM  man  of  buainen  waiting  for  him 
tn  his  own  room. 

A*  Captain  Mordaunt  rode  bomv,  he  thought 
arw  rrtrr  word  that  L*dy  Agnes  Kfortimer  hod 
jtlMikrn:  reoaUcdtbsaflVetioimtf  anxiety  of  her 
liwL  and  nMUUWr  when  l.onl  IMinore  had  befii 
ihv  Hibjvrl  of  ihi-ir  conversation,  and  pondered 
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upon  lh«  UvpI)-  interest  the  evidently  took  in 
til  that  concerned  her  counn  ;  until  he  became 
perfectly  con%'ii>ccd  that,  unknown  lu  lienelfi 
^e  WM  deeply  attncticd  to  Lionel. 

**  Poor  thing!"  thought  he,  "Delmore  will 
sooner  or  Uter  discover  the  real  nature  of  Iht 
scntimiMilB  towards  bim ;  and  wticiiever  he  dueii 
to,  he  niudt  have  a  hard  heart  indeed  if  he  ia 
not  greatly  toudied.  Lady  Agnes  Kcems  every 
way  worthy  of  obtaining  his  aflectiona.  They 
wilt  be  a  happy  couple.  Perhaps,  after  all,  tht 
is  better  suited  to  him  than  Augusta  would 
have  been."  And  the  sigh  which  accompanied 
this  last  reflection  was  no  doubt  breatlwd  eo- 
lirely  upon  his  sister's  account. 

That  very  eveniikg  Charles  Mordaunl  wrote 
a  letter  to  Lord  Delmore.  He  briefly  informed 
him  of  the  sitnntian  in  which  he  lind  found 
affairs  at  Mordaunt ;  and  then  proceeded  to 
tell  bim  he  had  se«n  I^ady  Agnes  Mortimer, 
and  was  very  rca<ly  to  admit  that  he  (Lionel) 
hiul  not  *a.Ui  at  all  too  much  in  her  pmise.  He 
inxinuated  that,  during  hifi  interview  with  her 
lady^ip,  they  had  talked  almost  exclusively  of 
him !  but  that  it  would  be  encouraging  hJK 
vanity  far  too  much  to  ret>c«t  to  him  everything 
that  had  passed.     Finally,    and  seriously,  )»e 
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lun  that  he  had  be«n  quite  clinnn«d 
with  the  kind  solicitude  his  coosin  had  ex- 
pmwd  about  him. 

I^dy  Caraline  Marlimer  liiw)  been  much 
Manled  and  alarmed  the  day  brfoce  CbarWs 
viwt.  bv  bearing  an  indistioct  rumour  of  Mr. 
SlafTord's  sudden  departure  from  ^lordaunl. 
She  bad  no  means  of  obtaining;  any  certain  in- 
fnnnatiun  upon  th«  mibjcet  thai  aflrrnooD : 
xhf  afft-ctnl  totally  to  dUbelitvc  ibt>  .ttory :  but 
nhf-  fell  very  uneasy,  and  wati  haunted  all 
night  by  uupleaMnt  dreams. 

When  she  came  down  to  breakfast  the  next 
nwniini;,  she  obKTved,  in  a  careles*  tone,  '  that 
tbe  supfioied  ito  one  had  learned  anytliinj;  more 
About  Mr.  Stafford  ?' 

"  We  can  give  roll  no  intelligence  of  wluit 
h&i  (iccurm)  at  Mordaunt,"  replied  Lord 
Kstonville;  "but  I  may  perhaps  be  able  to 
supply  you  with  news  from  other  parts  of  the 
worhi" ' 

And  as  he  *poke,  he  unlocked  the  letter-bag, 
which  had  just  been  brought  into  the  room. 

It  contained  screral  newspapers,  and  a 
number  of  de)i)>atcheii  of  various  dimensions. 
TIk'  Karl  banded  some  of  thc*«  to  his  frueots, 
ami  (o  Lady  Kstonville,  aitd  then  b^^n  open- 
ing bis  own  letters.     Lady  Caroline  watched 
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this  operation  in  sitoncr,  until  hf  threw  b«r  a 
curiou>>lookinf;  little  note  which  had  been  en- 
dowd  in  an  envelope.  She  p«rccivMl  thai  it 
WAS  from  her  brolhcr  Philip ;  and  n*  he  wu  in 
general  •  nmutrknhly  idle  oormpoodent,  >he 
brolce  the  iml  with  almoit  trembling  eager- 
nroe. 

The  writrr'H  sentiments  were  couched  in  liie 
following  ctHKiHC  and  cluiriKleritlic  term*: — 
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"  My  durrst  Car, 

'*  You  well  know  thM  nt  all  time*  I  diilike 
writing;  and  more  particularly  do  I  hate  it 
when  I  have  any  diftagreeablc  information  to 
cnmmunicate-  I  have  just  seen  Stafford,  who 
tells  me  that  he  aiitl  la  belle  AugmU  have  hod 
a  desperate  quarrel,  (what  fiKiU!)  ami  that 
the  marriage  is  off  most  decidedly,  and  for 
ever!  He  has  acted  like  a  madman,  ami  he 
must  abide  by  hin  lo«4.  It  may  prove  a  gain 
to  others ;  but  you  are  well  aware  that  Lionel 
will  not  be  one  of  that  number — that  care  has 
been  lakeit  to  prevent  the  pciMilnlity  of  Ait 
ever  profiting  by  hia  rival's  discomfiture. 

"  Su  iK>  mure  at  present,  .(as  the  servants 
tay,)  from  your  loving  brother  till  death, 

"  Philip  Mortiiibh," 
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Ijad)-  Caroline*^  astoDt&hmeQl  upon  perusing 
this  extraordinary  note  wai  only  equalled  by 
her  consternation.  For  an  instant  she  entirely 
loKl  [i<T  liiihiluul  st'ir-])osM»«ioii,  and  tearing 
the  unwelcome  paper  into  twenty  pieces,  she 
erushed  t)>e  fragment*  together  in  her  hand  with 
a  gesture  of  most  impatient  indignation. 

She  could  not  endure  the  idea  of  her  plana 
being  thus  completely  frustrated,  at  the  very 
moment  wlieii  she  had  coniidcA-d  thrir  Bccom> 
pUshment  an  infallihle.  She  had  lite  vexation, 
too,  of  suspecting  that  their  failure  had  been 
occasioned  by  ber  own  over^anxiety  to  protnote 
■hem.  Instead  of  resting  satisfied  with  their 
success,  sIh-  had  atten)]>tc4)  a  imulcr-stroke  of 
]Milicy — had  overreaclied  herielf,  and  by  ao 
doing  Iia<1  destroyed  all  the  fruits  of  her  former 
labours. 

'*  If  I  mislake  not,"  said  Lord  Estonville  to 
his  daughter,  "  the  letter  1  gave  you  just  now 
was  from  Philip.  Does  he  talk  of  coming 
down  here.'" 

**Noi  lie  dors  not  even  allude  to  auch  an 
intention." 

"  The  sight  of  a  despatch  from  A(»i,*  con. 
linued  the  carl,  "  ia  bo  rare  an  occurrence,  that 
I  always  fancy  it  must  contain  some  wonderful 
nnnouiMrmMMit.** 
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I  Lady  Caroline  had  by  X\a»  litae  reaftiiinied 

her  usually  gay  niann«r. 

**  The  inielligcnce  Philip  sends  me,"  replied 
ihe  with  n  smtlc,  "  is  certainly  wonderful ;  but 

■  it  will  not  turpr'ue  you,  for  you  have  aJreiidy 
heard  it.     My  kind  brother  tells  roe  that  aiiy- 

Ibody  10  London  may  supply  mo  with  London 
Dews,  but  that  he  writes  fur  the  ex[>rc!«s  purpoae 
of  giving  IDC  the  cnrlivvt  correct  intimation  of 
an  occurrence  relatin>^  tu  a  particular  friend  uf 
mine  in  thiti  neighbunrhood.      He  has  heard 

■  from  undoubted  authority  that  there  hxs  bii-ii 
I  a  violetit  disagre<einent  between  all  (he  nwiA 
.         people  at  Monlaunt,  and  that  AugiiHtH'n  inar- 

riugt*  with  Mr.  StnlTord  in  cunMH[uently  tiewr 
to  take  place." 

"  This  IB  indeed  »cry  sininge !'"  observed 
Liuly  Kslonvillc.  "  It  is  curious,  loo,  lltnt 
Philip,  who  is  in  town,  slwuld  luvc  Ivameil 
sooner  what  has  happened  in  the  interior  of 
the  Iklortlaunt  family,  than  we  have  dune,  who 
ore  living  within  n  few  miles  of  them." 

Lady  Caroline  made  no  answer  to  this  re- 
mark ;  though  she  joined  very  freely  in  the 
diKUBsion  upon  her  frieitd's  concerns,  whi<:h 
occtipied  the  whole  party  during  tlw  tttX.  of 
breakfa&t. 

After  Lady  Kstonvillc  had  established  her- 
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self  at  bcr  work  m  unuiil,  she  soon  became  to 
tlevply  cngruiuetl  in  cuiinliiig  thv  thr««d)i  of 
ber  cMtivasft,  that  she  was  unable  to  atteud  to 
anything  else. 

"  Have  you  any  mcsHge  lo  send  to  Mrs. 
Monlaiint,  mamma  ?*'  inquired  Liidy  CaruliDe. 
"  I  am  much  inclintd  to  ride  ov«r  to  *cf  poor 
AuguBtu." 

**  Had  you  not  better  wait,"  said  the  couit- 
ten,  looking  up  from  her  work,  "  tiU  you 
know  ihc  pnrticulam  of  Min  MonUuDt's  dis- 
agreement with  Mr.  Slafforii?" 

*<  She  will  letl  me  all  about  it  henwlf,"  re- 
plied Lady  Caroline.  *'  Considering  the  wrt 
of  Icnns  wbicli  we  arc  upon,  slie  would  natu- 
rally think  it  very  unkind  if  I  did  not  go  new- 
her  in  ber  prcM-nl  circumstances,  or  attempt  to 
console  her  in  her  desertion." 

I^ady  Kittonville  made  no  farther  remark,  but 
bent  her  head  again  over  ber  unfinished  flower. 
Ijidy  Cart^ine  retired  to  put  im  her  habit ; 
but  she  was  in  no  hurry  to  jwt  out,  for  as  she 
wislied  to  find  Augii»ta  alone,  she  fancied  iJie 
had  a  Iwlter  chance  of  dmng  so  if  she  did  nui 
arrive  at  Monlaunt  very  early. 

When  hir  Ud)'t>hip  reached  her  destination. 
the  was  told  thai  both  the  ladies  were  at  home  i 
and  Mrs.  Mortlnuni  very  soon  joined  faer. 
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■  How  JA  Augukta  .'^'  asked  Liuiy  Carulinr, 
in  u  tone  of  deep  interest.  "  I  am  nwurc  of 
crerything  thai  Imti  ItapfMMivil ;  nm),  ileliciti? 
OS  1  know  her  health  has  bet-ii  fur  soiiu:  time 
past,  I  cannot  help  feeling  most  anxious  to  leoru 
that  it  has  not  now  sufltfred." 

"  Thank  you  much  for  your  LiiidneNH,"  rv- 
plini  Mi's.  MonUunt,  who  did  irnl  parlicuUrly 
like  being  int^rogaled  in  this  sort  of  way,  and 
who  tiad  no  dedrc  to  admit  more  than  was 
neeefl^ry, — "  I  tniitt  Augusta's  health  is  by 
no  means  Mriouidy  afTccled :  yet  she  is  alto* 
getlier  in  a  nervmiR,  excited  :ttitte  jiiKt  at  the 
[ireient  moment.  When  sJie  lieon)  that  you 
were  here,  she  begged  me  to  tell  you,  with  her 
best  love,  that  she  did  not  fed  equal  to  seeing 
you  to^y."* 

Lady  Caroline  was  both  suqtrised  and  dis- 
mayed by  this  message;  but  she  returned  im- 
mediately to  tlie  charge,  and  nterely  changed 
the  mode  of  her  attack. 

*'  Do  you  think  it  is  good  for  her,"  iihe  said, 
in  a  thoughtful,  insinuating  voice,  "  to  shut 
hcnclf  up,  and  refuse  to  see  even  her  most 
intimate  friends.'  Would  it  not  be  better  she 
should  get  over  those  meetings  which  she  na- 
turally dreads  ?  Surely,  the  longer  they  arc 
delayed,  the  more  fearful  will  they  become." 
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exciCenient :  the  afterwards  became  reiitletts  and 
H  UDcofnfurtable  from  merely  knowing  that  she 
W  was  &tiU  unfli;r  the  same  roof  with  henclf; 
I       ind   she  walked  Uackwnrds  and  forniirds  to  the 

»  window,  with  a  hope  of  seeing  Lady  Carulini-'a 
honH.'s  brought  round  to  the  door. 
She  was  thus  employed,  when  she  beard 
some  one  enter  licr  room.  She  turned  to  di»- 
coTer  who  the  intruder  might  be, — nod  great 
was  her  consternation  when  she  perceived 
ber  mother,  closely  followed  by  her  dreaded 
KUMt. 
H  Poor  AugtLsta  was  at  no  time  able  to  dis- 
guise  her  ftelingH ;  and  for  some  momenta  they 
now  so  cotiiplelely  overcame  her,  that  Mr«. 
Mordaunt  sincerely  repented  having  brought 
Lady  CaroUtic  to  Tisit  licr.  By  degrees,  how* 
ever,  &lie  grew  more  composed ;  declared  she 
was  ashamed  of  her  own  fully,  and  exerted 
bcrtelf  to  talk  as  usual. 

Jjady  Caroline  hod  been  prepared  to  6nd 
ber  rictim  agitated  and  miserable,  and  the 
leader  kindness  of  her  manner  towards  her 
was  irresistibly  winniDg.  Miss  Mordaunt  could 
not  indeed  be  again  doccivcd  by  her  profes- 
<iona,  but  she  found  it  im|)o.">uMe  to  continue 
to  feel  angry  with  her;   and  before  they  had 
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■  l)crn  A  quarter  of  on  hour  together,  ber  reseiiu 

H  nicnt  agninst  her  was  soAcnnl,  and  the  di&like 

H  lite  had  bfguii  to  entertain  (or  her  hud  entirely 

^^^^        Tanished. 

^^f  Lady  Caroline  did  not  remain  with  Augurta 

H  long.     '*  I   matt  not  fatij^e  you  by  en   un- 

H  rvaMinable  vivit  to^^lay,"  said  she;  "  but  I  will 

^^^        liNik  in  ujMn  you  again  very  soon.*" 

^^B  Then,   as  she  afTi-ctionately  embraced  her. 

^^^         the  added  in  a  lixrer  voice,  "  I  am  dyi»g  to 

^  talk  to  you  of  all  that  has  occurred,  and  to 

hear  your  own  real  opinion  of  Mr.  StAfford'a 

conduct.      From   what  I  have   learned   frooi 

others,  I  am  afraid  I  muHt  quite  give  him 

up- 

"  I  have  oothiofc  to  tell  you,"  answered 
Augusta  aloud,  "  beyond  the  tiniple  fact  that 
I  am  not  going  to  1k^  married.  I  have  no  wish 
to  blame  Mr.  Stafford,  or  to  prejudice  you 
agaioflt  him.  I  am  aware  that  you  had  not 
formerly  a  very  high  opioioii  of  his  worth; 
and  I  assure  you,  that  was  ha>  passed  here 
lately  need  not  lower  him  in  your  estimttioo. 
The  subject  is  altogether  a  very  dittressmg 
one  ti>  me;  titerefore  let  me  request  you,  as 
the  greate»t  kindness  you  oui  do  me.  Dcvcr  to 


allude  to  it  again." 
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Ladjr  Caroline  was  oomplelely  kileiicnl  by 
lUs  n-ply ;  nml  allhough  she  felt  exi.«uively 
pruvokvd  nt  diKOVi-riiij;  that  Augusta  was 
ii>clinc<l  to  rM;ii)>c  from  tiic  toiU  in  whkli  »hc- 
bail  btwn  mdcavourinK  to  cntnnf^tc  bvr,  the  rc- 
K^ved  to  (to  rverything  in  her  power  to  rogajn 
tilt;  influence  she  had  oiice  po^*«ssi'(l  over  her 
mind.  She  had  still  an  object  of  dei-p  inlere«t 
to  herself  to  follow  up:  and  as  she  rode  home, 
she  rcflccti-d  anxiously  u|Mti  the  linv  of  conduct 
it  would  hv  most  judicious  to  udngn. 

"  It  is  evident^  thought  she,  "  thai  Au- 
gusta has  been  tutored  by  Mrs.  Mordannt ; 
and  she  has  performed  the  part  that  has  been 
dictated  to  Ixr  very  prettily  lu-ilay.  But  »!»■ 
will  not  alwayv  bare  her  mother  at  her  elbow 
to  prompt  and  support  her.  She  is  a  soft, 
simple  girl,  and  may  be  very  easily  led  or  mis- 
led by  auybudy  who  will  take  the  trouble  of 
studying  her  charoclrr.  She  fanciev  she  has 
convinced  mc  that  1  have  lost  all  control  over 
her  opintons  and  her  actions :  but  1  hIisII  Itc 
much  mistaken  if  she  does  nut  find  that  1  can 
prove  rather  more  than  a  match  for  her  still." 

Four  days  nt'ler  the  visit  which  has  just  )>een 
described,  Laay  Caroline  Mortimer  again  pre- 
tented  herself  at  Mordauot.     She  was  accum- 
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panied  by  some  ladies  who  were  atayiag  it 
KstonviUe,  and  who  chanced  to  be  anjuaintcd 
with  Mrs.  Mordaunt  and  her  dau^ter. 

"  Yotj  must  trt-at  dig  as  Lady  E^tonvilU 
this  morning,"  obwrvcd  her  btdyship  gaily, 
"  for  I  have  underlakcn  lo  be  mnmnin's  rpprc> 
MDtative.  She  meant  tu  have  cunte  h«rc  hcr- 
•df.— but  you  know  how  idle  she  always  feels 
about  •  drive.  I  happened  to  have  a  great 
fancy  to  supply  her  place,  so  I  hinted  that  the 
cros8.roadE  would  shake  her  unmercifully ;  and, 
in  short,  I  had  no  (^at  difGcully  in  persuading 
her  to  resume  her  lent-slitcli.  And  now,  Mrs- 
Mordaunt,  I  alnioot  hlusli  to  avow  the  very 
forwotd  coa>mt»>iou  with  whivh  I  am  charged 
to  one  of  your  family  : — my  father  actually  de- 
sired me  to  attempt  lo  carry  off  your  ton." 

Tlicn  turning  towards  Augusta,  »l>e  added, 
"  Do  you  think  that  Captain  Mordaunt  is  at 
huoie?" 

"  I  suspect  that  both  my  brothers  are  gone 
out  riding;  but  I  will  see  if  I  can  find  Charles." 

*'  No,  no,"  exclaimed  Jjuly  Caroline,  de- 
taining Ikt  ;  *'  you  Khali  nut  take  that  trouble, 
for  all  the  world.  If  he  is  out,  it  would  be  of 
no  use :  and  if  he  is  in  the  house,  he  will 
|ierh«ps  make  his  appearance  without  seeking. 
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At  any  rule,  I  can  leave  my  tnesu^  for  liim 
with  you,  which  will  do  just  as  well  a*  seeing 
bim.  I  Hiippose,"  alie  coududed  in  a  wliispvr, 
'*  that  it  would  be  quite  in  vain  to  aak  you  all 
to  come  to  Bslonville  at  (imcnt  f* 

Augusta  shook  her  head,  ait  .sIh'  rrplicd  in 
the  wiine  low  tone,  *'  1  fear  it  wouUl  be — 
quite." 

Lady  CaroUne'e  cunTenuition  afterwards  be- 
come general,  and  waf  even  ntore  lively  anti 
aoinuted  tlian  usuid.  She  treatcxl  Miss  Mor- 
daunt  with  the  kind  familiarity  of  a  very  inti- 
mate  friend;  but  notic  of  Iht  remarks  were 
oddreued  particularly  to  Arr,  nor  did  she  M-eni 
to  feel  the  lea&t  wish  to  draw  Ucr  apart  from 
tiie  rest  of  the  company. 

Auf;u*t«  inquired  after  Latly  Agnes. 

"  She  is  in  excellent  lienlth,"  answered  her 
ladyship ;  "  and  you  will  find  her  as  good  and  as 
quiet  as  ever.  I  had  forgotten  that  she  de-tircd 
me  to  give  Irt  love  to  you," 

Tlitni  towering  her  vcuce  do  an  to  be  heard 
by  Augusta  alone,  she  observed,  *'  To  say  the 
Irutli,  poor  dear  Agnes  was  dying  to  come  here 
with  us  to-day :  but  a»  we  had  no  room  for 
her  in  the  carriage,  1  aiTected  nut  lo  per- 
ceive it." 
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Tbe  two  MoTiUunU  were  jusl  pn-pariDj;  to 
mount  ihrir  horst-a,  when  Lwly  Entunville'» 
carnage  Jrore  into  ihc  ktable-yard. 

"  If  wc  had  anjr  gaUantry,"  fMd  Kdvard 
with  a  s(uil«»  m  be  put  bis  foot  into  tbe  stir- 
rup, *'  nc  tbould  go  tuck  to  pay  our  respects 
to  tny  mother's  fair  gutst*." 

loAtMid  of  tatighing  at  tuch  «  chivaln>u» 
falM*  as  bia  brother  expected  Iw  wuuld  bavt 
dooe.  Chark«  braitaled  for  an  iiiiitaiit.  and 
then  detired  the  grxioui  to  inquire  jwrticularly 
the  names  of  all  the  vi^tun. 

'*  If  tbe  countess,"  he  otnerved,  "  should 
hJtve  buooured  us  bo  far  as  to  have  come  ber- 
self,  it  might  indeed  be  right  to  pay  ber  the 
complimciit  of  asking  bcr  bow  ^hc  fctJ«  afler 
BO  grcfit  an  cxettion  iw  a  drive." 

KJwanl  looked  at  him  with  surprise. 

"LmIjt  KstoDvilte  ought  to  be  mudi  flat- 
tend.  Or  did  you  only  racntion  her  name  as  an 
excuse  to  cuDccal  your  reluctance  to  leave  her 
fascinitling  daughter  Lady  Caroline  ?" 

"  1  hate  Lady  Caruliw  Mortimer  I"  ex- 
claiiuetl  Cbarlnt  im^Kitiently  ;  ami  at  (hat  mo* 
mciil  thv  grouin  cnme  back  to  bring  liim  the 
infonnatiuu  he  had  rnjuircd.  Captain  Mor- 
ditunl  luul  no  sooiu-r  rccvircd  it  than  he  vauUeU 
into  hia  saddle. 
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To  conriDK  you  of  my  sincerity,"  eaid  he, 
"  let  m  now  be  off,  Edward,  without  farther 
delay." 

H«  put  hU  hone  Jnio  a  euiter  m  he  >puJie, 
and  the  brotlters  were  apeedily  out  of  sight  of 
borne. 

It  was  to  IU>  purpcne  that  Lady  Caruttnt! 
IJDgrred  at  Mordaunt  with  the  hope  of  sevin){ 
Cbarlet.  Stic  tuld  Mrt.  Mordaunt  ahe  truatrd 
•he  would  be  abltr  (n  MfNirv  her  aon ;  and  *lw 
requeiiled  AuguMa  to  penuade  him  to  go  llw 
next  day  to  K^tooTille  C'aatle. 

"  He  promised,"  she  concluded,  "  to  pay  ua 
a  viut;  and  1  was  directnl  to  propov  to  him 
to  return  with  ub  ihia  morning,  but  hJaabience 
hai  put  that  plan  quite  out  of  the  qUMtion." 

'*  I  have  no  doubt,"  replied  Auguala,  "  that 
Charles  will  have  much  pleokure  in  accepting 
Lord  Kston^ille's  kind  invitation  (o-morrow.~ 

L«dy  Cant^inc  directed  one  of  h<>r  penetrat- 
ing glance)  towards  Miju  Mordaunt,  as  ahe 
remarked, 

"  You  have  answered  very  civilly  for  your 
brother,  my  dear :  1  am  not  confident  that  he 
would  have  made  as  grateful  a  xprech  fur  him- 
k\{-  I  had  not  formerly  the  vanity  to  imagine 
that  lie  foutid  the  aockty  at  Katonville  very 

VOU  II.  ■ 
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agreeable  to  hioii  or  ttutt  wv  had  uiy  of  us  the 
hap|>iness  of  beinf;  much  suited  to  Uii  laalc." 

Augusta  was  so  coiiHcious  of  the  truth  of  thU 
observalioD  that  ftbe  icartxly  knew  how  to  an- 
swer it.  Her  componiou  was  curious  to  aee 
what  effect  it  would  have  u)x>n  her;  for  she 
had  picked  up  from  her  mother's  vonvvraation, 
that  Captaiu  Mordatint  had  talked  a  ^reat  dual 
to  h«r  si»t«r  the  roormog  she  had  herself  missed 
Mn-iri){  him,  and  also  that  I^ord  I>clniore  had 
bcvii  the  (.ubject  of  their  discuKKioii. 

In  spite  of  the  aversion  Charles  Mordaunl 
Itad  expressed  for  l^ady  CaroUne  Mortimer, 
lie  went  the  following  day  to  E&tonvillc.  He 
was  just  telling  Lady  Agnes  itiat  he  had  written 
J^ord  Dclmore  a  long  description  of  thdr  last 
interview,  when  Lady  Caroline  canu-  forward 
with  one  of  her  most  bewitching  smiles,  and 
interrupted  him. 

'*  I  understand  from  Augusta,'"  alte  said, 
I  '*  that  you  have  been  alayjng  nt  D'Arcy.  I 
I  want  you  to  tcU  me  truli/  how  you  leA  poor 
I  Lionel  i  I  fe«r  hit  spirits  are  worse  than  in- 
I  different.  I  am  curious  to  know  too,  exactly^ 
I  what  are  his  pUn&  fur  the  future  ?  I  am  aware 
I  that  he  is  going  abroad,  but  I  suppose  only  for 
I  a  few  moutlis.  You  are  always  admitted  into 
I       his  confidence,  and  I  have  no  doubt  you  have 
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DOW  been  giving  him  very  jmiiciouB  adrice : 
so,  prajr  sit  down,  and  let  Die  bf^r  all  nnd  every' 
thing  sbotit  tiim." 

(Jharies  was  extreniely  proroked  nt  her  lady- 
ship's having  broken  off"  his  conversation  with 
her  siBter,  and  he  would  at  any  rate  have  felt 
Utttc  invUiialiun  In  gratify  her  curiosity  about 
Iter  eouMu.  He  could  iMt  rrfuHc  taking  (he 
diair  hhe  pointed  out  to  him ;  but,  though  he 
(poke  long  of  Ix>rd  Detmorc  nnd  of  D'Arcy,  he 
'  contrived  to  give  her  a  Hlender  proportion  of 

I  real  information  respecting  either:  and  when 

the  dreMing-bcIl  relieved  him  from  tbc  ncces- 
rity  of  answering  any  more  of  her  questions, 
he  left  her  almost  tLt  much  tn  the  dark  oa  ibe 
had  been  before  she  asked  them.  * 

^  At  dinner  Captain  Mordaunt  placed  himwif 
next  to  Latly  Agnes ;  and  Lady  Caroline  was 
much  provoked  by  contrasting  the  easy  and 
aofmalcd  style  in  which  he  talked  to  her  sister, 
with  the  ooldoeBB  and  restraint  invariably  vi> 
able  ill  his  manner  when  he  conversed  with 
herself.  In  the  en-tiing  this  difference  was  still 
more  striking :    his  thus  daring  in  her  very 

LprcKOficc  to  admire  another,  was  a  deep  and 
un|Htnlonable  ofTmcv  ;  and  the  dislike  she  had 
formerly  felt  for  him  became  incretued  to  some- 
thing little  short  of  absolute  hatred.  "■ 
u  9 
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,  Charles  was  not  «  tori  of  pprson  she  was 
iaclincd  to  fancy.  Before  she  wh*  ai-(|uaiiited 
vriili  liini  nhe  had  desired  to  inunuate  her»df 
into  his  good  graces  becauM  he  vas  Lord  Del- 
more's  friend  i  and  she  had  only  attempted  to 
ctptivalc  him  aftrrwariic,  that  she  might  enjoy 
i)i<;  iriiim|ih  of  Kving  hioi  added  to  the  train 
of  her  admirent.  She  knew  that  her  sister's  caw 
was  perfectly  dissimilar.  She  was  aware  ihal,  if 
he  hecame  attached  to  Lady  Agnes,  it  was  not 
unlikely  that  his  attachment  might  be  returned ; 
and  lluit  it  might  lead  to  an  alliance  very  ad- 
vantogtoun  for  them  both.  Yet  rhe  was  cruel 
and  aelfidi  enough  to  determine  to  ihrow  every 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  such  a  pro»pect ;  and,  to 
faum  up  the  measure  of  her  heartless  vanity, 
she  even  indulged  si^ntimcnlsof  jealous  rivalry 
against  Ikt  own  Msler. 

^Vhile  T^dy  Caroline  took  care  to  dissemble 
her  rcKcntmeul  against  Captain  Mordauol,  she 
contrived,  with  an  aflectation  of  artless  gaiety 
to  Kixc  every  opiMrtimity  of  lomutiting  Lady 
Agnes,  by  qui/7.iiig  her  alwut  iIh-  flatiering 
atti-ntions  slic  received  from  her  *'  devoted  ad- 
mirer :"  aiid  whi-])  &lic  happened  to  speak  to 
Charles,  unheard  liy  the  rest  of  the  parly,  sJie 
insinuated  in  a  confidential  tone  "  that  poor 
Agnes  had  certainly  transferred  her  oflectlonii 
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ttom  her  fint  lore  to  his  brother  Liond ;"  and 
then  the  pretended  very  kindly  to  deplore  the 
utter  [lopelcvwiCM  of  such  sn  unlucky  paulon. 

Lady  Agnes  was  much  annoyed  by  hrr  sis- 
ter'it  rtillery ;  but,  geutle  oa  Hhe  wok,  hIw  pos. 
sesAed  great  firmnesa  of  character,  and  she 
retolvod  not  to  be  laughed  out  of  talking  to  a 
percon  whtwe  convorxatjon  she  found  particu- 
larly entertaining.  She  admired  Captain  Mor- 
daunt'a  frankness,  she  appreciated  his  merit, 
and  all*  was  much  grali6ed  by  the  prefcreni-e 
be  displayed  for  her  upon  all  occasion*.  In 
diort,  hi»  society  became  so  agreeable  to  her, 
that  she  felt  quite  wrry  when  his  riait  drew 
near  to  a  conclusion. 

Charle*  perceived  that  Lady  Caroline  did  not 
approve  of  his  attentions  to  her  sister,  but,  in- 
Meatd  of  discontinuing  them  upon  that  nccount, 
he  only  redoubled  them  more  openly.  He 
thought  Lady  Agnes  the  most  interesting  and 
amiable  girl  he  hod  ever  met  with :  he  could 
not  doubt  that  she  found  pleasure  in  conversing 
with  him,  but  he  never  suspected  that  this  was 
upon  his  own  account ;  he  imagined  it  to  pro- 
ceed entirely  from  reflected  nffection  for  her 
cousin.  She  spoke  to  hini  rr<.ipiently  of  Au- 
gtista;  still  he  believed  that  she  only  look  an 
interest  in  his  sister  because  Lord  Dclmore 


wiib   Lady   Agnes,   without 
•ware  of  the  nature  of  hit  uw 

Lord  Esionvillt;,  who  was 
lighted  ia  everything  thjtt 
tnterait,    had    remarked    the 
daughter  had  made  upon  Ca: 
He  knew  that  she  waa  too  ret! 
to  nvake  a  vei^  great  alliance 
that  Charles  was  an  excellent  p\ 
upon  him  as  a  6ne,  spirited  y 
be  lhrr«for«   dctenniived  to  gj 
poMJble  eticouragemenl. 

The  earl  mentioned  his  view 
tonrille,  who  libtened  to  ibcm 
tioo :  and  as  lie  was  aware  iha 
ever  escaped  I^ady  CnroliRe,  H 
on  poin  of  incurring  hi«  »everMt 
refrain  from  all  mischievous  jc 
tioeut  interference  in  her  siiter'fl 
When  C 
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licur  what  he  wu  uying,  and  he  also  fam:ied 
that,  when  hii  ^ic<i:li  wu&  concluded,  she  smiled 
upon  him  more  (rraciously  than  usual. 

He  t(K>k  have  ot  h«r  with  rductanre,  aiid 
after  they  |Mu-ted  aiw  xtill  uociipivd  all  hi» 
thoughts :  her  image  ocoompaDied  him  l<) 
Mordauot ;  it  was  constantly  present  to  his 
imagination  in  his  waking  liours,  a»d  it  hauntui 
him  agmably  ia  his  dreams. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Sow  b  ««  4c  VAmiat 
SoovcM  r  Ahow  m  gli»e» 
El  daaf  U  pffoptoe 


Sm*  W  M«n  de  t'Aiait)& 


RMNnKC. 


Cbuou  MoKDArKT's  scomd  rial  At  Eston- 
viU«  pasi«il  ^ery  much  in  the  «aiu«  manner  u  , 
the  fint.  HU  brother  had  received  and  «c-' 
eepted  an  invttatiuD  to  accompany  him  ;  and ' 
tbvy  found  the  party  so  attractive,  that  they 
did  not  go  back  to  Mordaunt  till  within  two 
day*  of  the  period  when  Charlr*  was  obligvd  to 
aft  out  Tor  ScotUnd. 

The  enming  before  his  departure,  he  ima- 
gined  that    I<ady  Agnes    Mortimer   appeared 
more  thoughtful  than  u»ual ;  and  he  also  re>  < 
marked  (hat  she  was  rather  absent. 

Hi-  fi-ll  di-]ire«M^I  iind   uncomfortable  him- 
wlf,  without  knowing  exactly  why  he  ww  so: 


I 


and  ai  he  sat  beside  ber,  watching  th«  progress 
of  a  piece  of  netting  which  become  ratJiRgled 
at  almost  cwry  utitch,  ihejr  nrilhcr  of  ihvm 
Keemcd  di»po«ed  to  luntnin  any  very  connected 
convenation.  It  was  the  lir&t  time  that  Charles 
had  tToollcclCfl  what  it  was  to  be  dull  or  un- 
easy when  be  »■««  in  Lady  Agues'*  society ;  he 
feared  nhe  must  think  liim  very  Htupid  and 
disagreeable,  and  he  became  extremely  vexed 
and  mortified  with  Mmielf. 

"  Agnes  and  Captain  Mordaunt  appear  to 
be  carrying  on  a  very  lively  lile-^i-icie"  uid 
I.ady  Caroline,  addrnsing  herself  to  a  young 
man  who  wan  standing  near  her.  "  I  h»))e 
they  have  not  had  a  quarrel.  After  having 
lived  so  long  *  in  sweetest  harmony/  it  would  be 
IMTticularty  nnfortUDUte  if  any  little  dlsagree- 
nent  i.huuld  occur  to  disturb  their  concord  oo 
■he  very  eve  of  their  &eparatioD.  Did  I  feel 
sure  that  my  services  were  required  in  that 
way,  I  should  be  much  inclined  to  volunteer 
acting  the  chnritablc  part  of  «  peace-maker 
between  them." 

"  If  I  am  not  mistaken,'"  replied  her  com- 
panion,  with  a  smile,  "  your  titdyship's  niedia> 
tiun  would  not  be  very  gratefully  received. 
Tfa«  lady  and  gentleman  certainly  seem  iit  this 
motDent  to  be  under  aome  embiura^unent,  but 

II  5 


THE   HEIR  OP  MORDAUNT. 


'that  b  pcfh&fM  bT  no  means  u»natuni).     We 
^luve  only  to  hope  that  alt  will  be  speedily  aiu) 
happily  explaiaed.*' 

No    iclatrciuement    took    place,     hoirever. 

Charks  and  Edward  intended  to  depart  ininie> 

diatelj-  nAi-r  breakfast  the  foUowing  rooming ; 

and  when  tlie  former  tncntiaoed  to  Lord  Gsion- 

vjUe  that  such  was  tbdr  purpoM,  it  Mruck  him 

that  lh«  earl  listened  rather  stifily  to  his  com- 

municatioD,  anil  that  his  manner  towards  him 

became  unu  snail  j  ct^d. 

The  breakfast  was  concluded,  the  party  had 

'  lyeguo  to  disperse,  aitd  the  HordaunI»  hud  jDst 

ordered  their  horses  to  be  brought  to  the  door, 

irhen  Charles  beanl  Lady  Agnes  say  soroelliing 

''dwut  walking  to  her  flower-garden. 

*•  Are  you  going  there  now?"  inquired  he, 
catching  at  a  pretence  for  fiiigering  a  littl« 
while  longer  where  he  was. 

**  I  thought  of  ddng  to  pre»ently,"  replied 
her  ladyship. 

"  Will  you  allow  me  to  accompany  you  .*" 
pununt  Captain  Mordaunt.  "  Vou  koow  that 
I  cannot  pretend  to  underslnnd  flowers,  but  I 
have  at  least  taste  enough  to  admire  that  spot. 
I  hope,  too,  that  yuu  will  give  tnc  uiw  of  your 
beautiful  rotes  to  carry  home  to  Augusta." 
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"  I  eh«U  liAvc  gre«l  pleasure,"  answered 
L«dy  Agtu.>>,  "  ill  j^tlicring  a  nosegay  for  your 
sister ;  and,  as  yo"  neem  to  be  in  ■  hurry,  I 
will  put  on  my  bunnet  directly." 

"  Hov  amiable  i(  is  to  be  to  obliging  !**  ob- 
served L«dy  Caroline,  in  a  sort  of  soliloquy, 

Tticsc  word*  cAugbt  the  ear  of  Lady  Ague*, 
for  wbich  ihcy  were  principally  intended,  and 
at  tlw  same  time  they  did  not  escape  that  at 
Lord  Estonville. 

"  Caroline,"  exclaimed  he,  "if  you  have iio^ 
thing  else  to  do,  I  wish  you  would  come  into 
the  library ;  I  have  some  papers  which  I  should 
like  y04i  lo  »m»t  me  in  looking  over."  Then 
turning  lo  Charles,  he  added,  with  hi*  former 
gractoHfl  smile,  ''  Captain  Mordaunt,  I  will 
not  take  leave  of  you  now.  If  I  am  not  here 
when  you  return  from  your  walk,  you  will  find 
inc  cither  in  the  library  or  in  my  own  room." 

**  Had  I  not  better  aay  that  we  shall  not 
want  our  horses  yet  ?'"  observed  Edward  lo  hie 
brother, 

"  Oh  yes;  let  (hem  remain  in  the  stable  till 
we  send  for  them  again.  We  need  not  be  in 
liaste  to  get  away  ;  we  have  neither  of  us  any- 
thing to  do  when  we  arrive  at  home." 

The  return  of  Lady  Agnes  put  a  stop  to 
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f^nher  commeoti;  wid  Oiarlei  imiaediately 
escorted  ber  to  her  gartleti,  which  was  situated 
at  ioai«  little  diatance  from  the  house. 

Tht  pUce  where  she  had  forawd  it,  had  En 
fikct  been  originally  ■  stooe^iuarry,  and  had 
furnished  the  materials  with  which  tW  old  part 
of  the  CMtic  had  been  built ;  it  ha'l  afterwivdi 
falleu  into  disutc,  and  hod  remained  choked 
up  with  rubbivh  until  it  was  cleared  out  under 
her  superintendence.  She  had  the  gruund  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hollow  levelled,  and  laid  out 
in  parterre*;  and  contrived  to  introduce  all 
sorts  (>r  cret-ping  plants  into  the  (iMuret  which 
had  been  eithtr  naturiUl>'  or  Bcd<lcntally  made 
in  the  sides  of  the  rock.  Everything  abe 
planted  grew  and  flourished ;  and  in  a  abort 
time  the  quarry-garden  became  so  pretty  under 
her  management,  that  it  was  conitidercd  one  of 
the  favourite  lion*  of  the  place. 

Charles  Munlaunt  had  already  visited  it 
several  times:  and  as  Ladjr  Agues  now  led  the 
way  to  it,  ihey  iKKh  became  alTectod  with  the 
same  sort  of  awkwardness  they  had  expcrkneed 
the  evenitig  before ;  long  pauses  occurred  i» 
the  couversation,  and  at  length  they  walked  oo 
nearly  in  silence. 

As  bis  companion  did  not  seem  inclined  to 
set  him  the  example,  Charles  began  (u  think  it 
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■  JDCumbeni   upon   him    to   make   an    efTurt    ti> 

■  «peak  :  and  he  selected  the  subject  he  iniagioed 
H      would  |>rovo  tlic  most  i^^-cablc  to  her. 

I         "  Lady  AgiMK,"  ho  said,  "  before  I  mw  you 
again,  I  shall  probably  spend  M>in«  weeks  at 

ID'Arcy.  Is  there  any  message  you  would  wi»Ji 
mc  to  take  to  Liunvl  f — any  advice  you  would 
like  rae  to  give  him  from  you  ?"  ,.> 

"  No,  thank  you,"  re]>)ied  her  ladyship. 
*'  All  1  have  to  send  my  oouun  is^  oiy  best 
love  imd  good  winlie«.  My  lulvice  I  have  nt^er 
attempted  to  otfur  him ;  and  if  you  think  he 
standi  in  need  of  couosel  at  present,  I  am  sure 
that  yoM  arc  much  better  c|uali(ied  tv  uRord  it- 
liim  than  /can  be-''  .,, 

'  Captain  Mordaunt  sighed  deeply  ax  he 
thought,  "  tltere  is  one  piece  of  countc.l  1  uliidl 
certainly  give  Lionel ;  und,  if  ho  consults  his 
own  hap))inc»»,  Iw  will  not  IwMtatc  to  pro^l  by 
it  aa  apeedily  as  possible." 

Lady  Agnes  seemed  to  expect  an  answer ; 
but,  as  Charles  remained  silent,  she  at  last  ob- 
served, 

"  Since  you  will  find  D'Arcy  rather  comfort* 
ln»,  i  think  it  is  not  improbable  that  you  will 
prevail  upon  Lionel  to  leave  it,  and  migrate 
with  you  to  Mordaunt.'" 

Her  companion  started,  but  instantly  replied, 
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**  Voa  luj  rest  aMored  Ul»t  1  have  not  the 
IcwtiMaHaBacf  «vapcD|K>nng  &uch  a  ptan  to 
btB."  Thok,  ifter  ■  Aon  interval  of  cuo- 
ddmtigo,  be  added,  "  I  atupcct  (hat  /  have 
beeo  iDone  itrpiy  adoiittal  inlo  *o«ut  of  LioDct'a 
ihaa  jraurtelf ;  and  there  U  one  cir- 
ocKU»cct«d  with  theni  vhich  the 
{Mitie*  csocvTiKd  votikt  have  do  wish  to  cud- 
eeal  bom  gtm.  1  nay  ibenfore  trll  you  that 
mj  MMe*  and  IMoMre  have  anivciJ  at  a 
■urtual  oonvictum  tlkat  it  b  desirable  thev 
rivaU  is  future  sec  as  UlUc  of  each  other  as 
paaaOr." 

*  Thrr  majr  profaaUj  think  to  now,"  said 
Lady  Agoes  calmljr;  "but  I  am  iacliacd  to 
betirre  tbej  bare  miMaken  their  ovn  fceUags, 
■Dd  that  they  are  tbrowing  avay  their  h^pi< 


**  You  are  loo  gCDrroui — too  kind  T  ex- 
dauBcd  CharlcK,  «bo  was  ahoost  thrown  off 
bit  guard  by  his  admiiatitio  of  her  supposed 
•eif-devotioo.  Then,  in  a  note  collecttd  (one. 
be  continued,  **  I  was  formerly  disposed  to  be 
VTTY  DiUL-li  of  your  ojuuion ;  but  having  talked 
lh«  luatlcr  over  scriou^y  both  with  lioDel  and 
with  Augusta,  and  used  every  argument  to 
ptCMade  Lhem  to  view  it  to  the  iucac  light,  it 
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rktrikts  Pie  as  quite  out  of  ihc  qimtion  that  any 
renewd  of  stnily  ithoulU  «v«  take  place  be- 
tween Ihero." 
"  I  am  extrcftiely  sorry  to  hear  this,"  <*- 
joined  Lady  Agnn,  in  s  voke  which  exprcKMKi 
f^Ml  concern  ;  "  and  to  hear  it  from  ouch  good 
authority.  It  has  long  l>ocn  the  wcrel,  but 
the  wanneflt  wish  of  my  heart,  to  see  LiOiKl 
united  to  your  siftter." 

Charles  gazed  at  her  with  aslODiBhment. 
He  seemed  perfectly  electrified  by  the  discovery 
that  iiad  been  conveyed  to  him  in  these  word*. 

**  Is  it  {WHubler  cried  he,  *'  that  you  hate 
Rpokcn  sincerely  ?" 

"  It  is.  indeed,"  answered  Lady  Agnes,  with 
a  quiet  mnilc.  "  Yet  it  is  a  confession  I  should 
scarcely  rcnlurt-  to  mnkc  to  every  one.  You 
aec  that  I  am  trc«ting  you  with  tlie  simiv  can- 
dour and  confidence  witli  which  you  have  be- 
haved towards  me.** 

Her  tone  and  mnnner  bore  the  stamp  uf 
truth.  And  as  the  certainly  of  his  mistake 
became  more  and  more  strengthened  in  his 
mind,  Captain  Mordaunt  paced  up  and  down 
the  little  garden  with  hasty  atrides,  exclaim- 
ing  at  broken  intervals, 

"  How  strangely  I  have  been  blinded  by  my 
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own  mi^ided  Cucy  !      How  greatly  2  liarv 
been  (](«ci<r«d  by  tbe  sug^lionB  of  olhcn  !**,,)  • 
Lmdy  Agnc*  waidtn)  him  for  twiue  tioie  In  ' 

I       aloKCi    but  »s  hii>  agiutioa  did  not  appear 

^■BMjr  to  Eub6»de,  &be  remarked  •(  length  in  a 

^koke  of  iviDonMrann, 

^f  "  If  I  may  judge  by  your  «(pre««WDS,  you 
arc  at  tfai»  noiDent  angry  witli  yountelf,  and 
sliU  non  angry  with  some  other  |>er»on.  1  do 
not  tvA  ooBcdcHM  of  having  giieo  you  any 
oujw  of  odbftce,  and  1  may  thcnifore  reqaetl 
you  to  be  cahn  and  re*aoiMbl&  But,"  added 
ahe  Moce  playfully,  "  if  you  have  no  coniUem- 
tion  for  mt,  at  leait  lake  \aty  upon  my  poor 
Nowrrs'  You  have  already  trodden  down  a 
whole  row  of  pinks." 

nwifcii  wu  recalled  to  his  recollection  by 
thisappcaL  Uc  stopped  short ;  and  surveying 
tite  uofortunale  plania  that  lay  crushed  be- 
neath hid  fet^,  exclaimed  in  an  accent  of  iUb- 
my,  "Good  Heavens!  I  ncvrr  Buspnrtc<l  llie 
initph>ff  1  was  doing.  ^Vliy  did  you  nol  warn 
me  of  it  aoooer  ?  I  know  not  what  excuse  to 
make  to  you,  Lady  Agnes,  for  conduct  that  is 
lly  moat  uiipardoQablc." 
*'  Then  do  nut  make  any,"  said  her  lady> 
'\  jfuod-htmiuuredly ;  '*  and  only  l*-l  what  baa 
ippainl  be  a  warning  to  you  to  walk  more 
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carefully  tbo  next  time  you  ut  ■dmilird  into 
■  lady's  f^nrdim.  It  diitrMMV  mr  (o  Mr  you 
look  m  iniwrabk  abnut  tho«e  fcxilitli  flowcrv, 
whidi  do  not,  I  adsure  you,  pre  me  the  leant 
concern.  When  the  gardener  comes,  he  will 
rake  out  the  prinla  of  your  foot«ti>ps,  and  put 
everything  to  rights  in  fire  uiinutes-'" 

"  Your  kimlne**,"  reniorkrd  Charles  in  a 
Bubdued  voice,  "  humhk*  me  more  deeply  than 
ibc  severest  reproaches.  There  is  mueh  that  I 
could  iri«h  to  explain  to  you, — much  that  I 
■careely  yet  Vaaw  how  to  coaiprrhcnJ ;  but  I 
dare  not  trust  myitelf  to  My  more  at  present,— 
1  must  not  venture  even  to  hint  what  has  been 
)ias«ng  in  my  thoughts  during  the  last  few 
moments.  May  I  hope  that  you  will  forget 
Ibe  fotly  I  haw  been  guilty  of  to-day  P  May 
I  flatter  myself  titat  I  have  nul  furfntct!  your 
good  opinion ;  and  tltat  you  will  think  of  me  at  ' 
you  would  hare  done  if  we  had  parted  yes- " 
terdayr 

Lady  Agnes  now  became  painfully  cxinfused, 
and  her  voice  trembled,  as  she  replied  :— 

**  The  o[nnion  I  have  been  inclined  to  form 
of  your  character,  both  from  my  own  obsena- 
tion,  and  from  what  I  hare  heard  of  you  from 
others,  is  too  firmly  grounded  to  Ik*  so  easily  ' 
sliakcD.     But  it  is  growing  late,  and  I  must '' 
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■dt  krqt  50a  looger  wftittng  for  your  promised 

OtMrin  couM  dmsr  no  cxeute  far  detain. 
img  hmiy  Ajpcs.  The  flowcn  tor  Atigual* 
VCR  tpwdOy  srlectcd  sncl  f^vcn  into  hit  care, 
and  her  ladrrhip  Irft  her  j^arden  to  return  to 
the  bouv.  He  Ibgerrd  behind  her ;  and  look- 
ing bock  toward*  the  quarrr, 

•*Ho«  ofteo,**  he  snd,  "  I  «haU  think  of 
yoa  and  of  tbis  spot  wben  I  am  fnr  away  1  It 
tnu«t  be  monilu  before  I  can  Itopc  to  have  the 
bsppiaen  of  seeing  you  again  ;  but,  during  my 
abaenor,  I  trust  that  I  may  sometimes  be  far- 
tUBate  enough  to  hear  of  you  from  my 
BEtFr." 

Lady  Agnrc  was  too  much  agilati-d  to  make 
•By  immedialc  answer ;  yet  &h«  was  probably 
akore  rmrd  than  relieved  at  beiDf;  joined  by 
Mn.  Mortimer,  (the  widow  of  a  distant  relation 
of  her  father'^)  who  wa»  staying  at  E«tonvil)e. 
Her  inopportune  appearance  at  that  instant 
was  a  mischierous  contrirance  of  Lady  Caro- 
lina**, who,  when  this  lady  accidentally  looked 
into  th«  library,  had  whispered  in  her  ear, 

"  I  am  sorry  ihnt  I  am  too  busy  to  be  able 
to  walk  with  you  btrfore  luacheoD :  AgnvK  is 
jus*  gone  out  to  her  garden,  and  I  am  tuiw 
she  will  he  delighted  to  we  you  there." 
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k  It  is  needlns  to  ttdd  that  Mr>.  &lor(iinvr  was 
nth«r  disniayed,  when,  ioMeatl  of  findinf;  Lady 
AgfM-s  nlonc,  she  jiercdved  thai  C«piiun  Mor- 
(lauiU  was  with  her.  Charles,  indeed,  looked  as 
H  ha  ntrivnl  ww  wiy thing  but  vi^come  to 
him  :  he  bit  hi*  lip,  mtui  did  not  »eem  iittlim-d 
to  utter  a  single  word. 

"  I  had  intended,"  ubaerved  I^y  Agnes, 
"  to  stay  out  of  doors  till  two  o'clock  ;  but  it  is 
l^wn  so  hot,  tiiat  I  have  changed  my  mind, 
and  I  am  now  going  in." 
'r  Mr*.  Mortimer  aawntcd  to  the  warmth  of 
the  morning;  and  then  inquired  if  the  curious 
lily  was  yet  blown,  which  ^hc  liod  sc^n  con)ing 
out  into  bud  two  dnys  before  r 
P  **  I  don't  believe  tliat  it  js,  but  I  did  not 
happen  to  look  at  it,"  replied  Lady  Agnes,  who 

twos  iar  from  wishing  to  give  any  one  an  opptu-- 
tunity  of  examining  her  burdiTs  in  their  pniurnt 
diwrdered  state.  * 

■  *'  I  must  just  take  a  peep  at  that  lily,"  pur- 

sued  Mrs.  Mortimer,  *'  I  will  not  detain  you 
above  a  moment,  but  I  really  feci  a  great 
niriouty  to  nsceriain  what  sort  ot  flower  it 
will  have:  I  never  saw  a  plant  exactly  like  it 
iwfwre.* 

&lie  accordingly  descended  into  the  gardi-n, 
■  and  the  ilUfaled  pinks  immediately  attracted 
H     her  attention. 
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••Mncifal  goednni!  L«lr  Agi»«,*  the 
exd*ime>l,  **  wlut  borfaarisn  oui  have 
tlM?  Did  yam  discoTM-  ilui  all  tbow 
bMuliful  fifaik*  wnti  fircaittt,  whk-h  ihe  gar- 
cknn'  ■iKnrtd  as  wiib  to  mud>  pciilr.  havr  been 
attrel;  dotn^rcd?  I  never  knew  anything  w 
thammMe  asd  ypurioy^  I  am  sure  no  puntitli- 
MtK  Cio  be  •rrav  mmm^  for  the  wretch  who 
has  vafltoolT  wn>ugfat  this  misduef."  ' 

LadT  Agon  was  half  difilrcunl  Btu)  half 
•nuwd ;  and  the  could  not  tta»t  looking  at 
CharW  with  aa  arch  nmir,  aa  the  attempted  to 
^yap  die  oacooKJooa  ladjr's  indtgnatioD,  by 
taK^  her  "  ibe  had  remarked  that  tome  of 
btr  flower*  had  been  trrated  rather  roughly ; 
bol  that  she  bdiered,  when  ibcy  were  tied  up 
agUB,  they  would  not  be  much  lite  worM  (or 
what  they  had  undergone." 
-  She  added  that  "  »he  suspcclnl  the  could 
BMBi  the  offender,  if  ibe  chose  to  do  to ;  bat 
thai  she  did  not  wish  to  expose  him  to  public 
disgrace." 

"  Ymi  have  loo  much  charity  and  forbear- 
ance,-  rqojncd  Mrs.  Mortimer.  *'  I  am  sure 
if  /  bad  rceeiircd  «uch  provocation,  i  ehoald 
not  be  equally  disposed  to  screen  the  giiilty 
culprit.  Whoever  he  may  be,  I  thall  not  envy 
hit  feelings  when  he  reflects  upon  hit  drtlruc- 
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tive  perforniancci  and  sliU  less  whtti  he  hmrs 
gf  jrour  Iraily  lowarcl»  him.  I  cannot  hvl|> 
fvartiig  you  are  mihtokvn  if  you  imagjnt-  llint 
yuur  fuvouriten  will  recovLf.  To  me  ih«y 
bave  every  appearance  of  beiog  irrc-tricTably 
dc»troy«J." 

"  Con    I   fi»d    no    n]«au»,*'    thought    Lady 

Agnei),  "of  Bilencing  my  poor  silly  cousiof" 

Charivs,  too,  who  writhvtl  under  her  uniDleii- 

tJonal  nttackf,    was  bi^nniii;;  to  low  hi*  pa- 

ik-iUM-.     But  Just  wheu   the  ca^e  wuh  IxiMiue 

apparently  hopeless,  they  were  both  uuexpect* 

edly  relicTcd  front  all  farihiT  pvrscculiou. 

Perlwp*  a  cloevr  inxjH'ctioii  of  the  M:cne  of 

tinge   Itud   eiiubk-il  Airs.  Mortinu-r  to  dis- 

[oern  the  unpreiutioD  of  a  welUshapcd  boottTrf 

[perhapiia  new  idea  had  darted  spontaneuiinly 

lacroMi  her  mind  ;  —  at  any  rato,  ebe  suddenly 

ntanucd  bur  l«iiiontnti(K)>,   and   carefully 

labttairKd  from  again  rxpreuing  brr abhorrinice 

I  of  ihc  pvraon  wlw  bad  oGCaoinni-d  iWm. 

I.ady  Agneo  observed  that  she  suni'cyed  the 
[ibrDi  and  size  of  Captain  Mordaunt's  foot  with 
•  ncrutinixing  eye ;  and  she  likewise  perceived 
fthat  Uie  mangled  rxtmainA  of  one  uf  Iwr  pinks, 
which  wan  »till  ttickin^  upon  hi*  t-pvr,  inuKl 
•fiord  a  convincing  evidence  of  tlie  truth  of  any 
>u>picions  her  relation  might  have  fornii'd  of  Ai« 
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liAving  Iieen  the  offender.  She  felt  alto^'thcr 
extremely  uncomfortable  ;  and  she  anticipated, 
with  no  pleasurable  sensation,  the  ridtculoiu 
ittory  that  would  be  mode  out  against  her  if 
her  UKter  ever  happened  to  hear  of  (he  mys- 
terious destruction  of  her  flowers. 

"  Vou  anr  tired,  I  sm  afraid,"  uid  Chariw, 
who  had  been  anxiously  vatching  her  uneasi* 
ness :  "  will  you  not  tafce  my  arm  ?" 

"  Thank  you,"  ahe  replied,  as  &he  inime- 
diatcly  accepted  it.  "  I  have  not  had  any- 
thing to  fatigue  me,  but  the  heat  is  certainly 
rather  oppresaivc.'" 

As  he  was  obliged  to  offer  his  other  arm  to 
ber  companion,  the  little  conversation  that  took 
place  ai^erwardit  wax  of  courtc  of  a  very  ge- 
neral nature.  When  they  came  near  the  hoiiae. 
Charles  descried  his  groom  sauntering  about 
in  readiness  to  receive  hia  summons :  he  made 
him  a  lign  to  bring  the  Imrses  (o  the  door,  and 
the  man  initantly  disappeared. 

The  trio  soon  reached  the  steps  which  led 
up  to  the  hntl :  Charlc*  pRU»ed  when  they  had 
mounted  them  ;  and  as  Lady  Agnes  disengaged 
her  arm  from  his,  he  said  to  her,  in  a  low 
v<rtce, — 

*«  The  dreaded  moment  is  come,  and  I  am 
compelled  to  tear  myself  away  from  Estonvtlte. 
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I  must  not  presume  to  uk  yau  to  recollect  me 
occasionally  wheu  I  xm  pme.  But  if  it  wen 
]io»fiiblc  fur  Die  to  describe  to  you  the  pjun  it 
gives  ni«  to  take  le«vc  of  you,  I  cftDnot  help 
feeling  a  tort  of  hope  that  you  would  now 
pity  mc." 

Lady  ApK»  did  not  speak  a  word ;  yet  her 
countenance  expressed,  as  strongly  a»  language 
could  liavc  doive,  that  she  participated  in  tlie 
regret  at  their  separation,  which  he  hod  por- 
tmyvd  with  such  touching  eloquence:  she 
ercB  £;ently  retunu'd  tlic  pressure  of  his  hand ; 
and  then,  )tair-whi*pering  "  God  l>lt:«9i  you. 
Captain  Mordaunt!"  f^he  passed  Kdward  with- 
out seeing  him,  darted  up-stairs,  shut  and 
locked  the  door  of  her  own  room,  and  throwing 
herself  into  a  chair,  gave  relief  to  her  feelings 
by  a  violent  Rood  of  tears. 

As  soon  as  Lady  Agne^  was  gone,  Charlea 
walked  hastily  into  the  library,  where  he  found 
the  carl  and  Lady  Caroline  »till  eiiguged  with 
their  papers.  Both  rai.4ed  their  heads  upon  his 
entrance;  and  the  tatter,  fixing  her  eyes  upon 
him  for  an  instant,  exclaimed,  with  an  afrecta* 
(ion  of  surprise,  "  Oood  heavens,  Captain  Mor- 
daunt, how  comical  you  look  !  Has  aiiything 
extraordinary  happened  ?  Have  you  any  dis- 
agreeable news  to  communicate  P 
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Charles  wb&  extreiDeljr  ptoToked  by  tiiit 
attack  ;  yet  beaasweml,  with«t  much  ooolom 
as  he  could  coninaDdi.  "  that  no  rtvwrkabli- 
evnit  had  to  his  ki>o«kdge  occurred  ttinoe  be 
U&t  Mw  h»r ;  and  that,  if  he  appeared  a  little 
more  n>e)aivclKilf  than  usual,  the  circutiutance 
might  be  eauly  acoounird  for,  if  the  only  re- 
coUected  that  be  wa«  upon  lh«  point  of  btdding 
adim  to  her  lady>hip  for  a  periucl  of  indcRnile 
dimtioa.~ 

*'Vcty  troe."  obeened  Lady  Canine;  "I 
did  BQt  think  of  the  diUrcMJog  pro6peci  of 
your  dcparMre,  or  I  had  aooirhow  fancied  you 
bad  poUpotd  it.  In  abort,  I  had  iii«le  a 
jmatie  in  my  mind  about  tl  altogether ;  but  I 
DOW  nnttmtand  it  rery  clearly.  It  is  a  pity 
you  are  ubliped  to  po  avay !  1  am  not  in  th« 
pnetice  of  weeping  vben  I  part  with  my 
Mesd*!  lo  you  mu»t  excuae  me  if  I  do  oM  ihnl 
ttan  vfoD  the  prcaedt  a&rting  occastoo.  I 
Bay,  bowcTcr,  with  RBcerity  ataurv  you,  that 
your  abaeoce  will  be  deeply  rrgrettrd  by  mote 
MMibera  of  the   Kstooville  family  than   my- 

"  I  wish,  Caroline,"  observed  her  father, 
•Mcvly,  "thai  you  would  atteod  to  my  con- 
nnia  Mslcad  of  talking  nooMtue.  You  know 
bow  Mltous  I  an  to  despatch  ibese  papm." 
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Tlien  limiinfr  tf>  Chartn,  unci  slinking  hands 
vfth  him  very  graciouiJjr,  h«  nid, 

"  I  am  iii(le>?d  truly  sorry  to  lose  your  com- 
jmny,  Csplain  Mordaiint.  I  hope,  whenever 
Jrod  return  to  thli  neighbourhood,  that  «rr 
shall  hsvi-  the  plwwnrc  of  wcing  yoti  again." 

When  Liwly  Ague*  Mortimer  nune  down  to 
luncheon,  all  traces  of  emotion  had  pas«cd  anay 
from  her  countenance ;  she  was  pcrhnps  a  little 
paler  than  nsual,  but  no  other  dilTermce  w«» 
discernible  either  in  her  appcArtncc  or  in  her 
Btnnner;  and  her  idiiter  was  both  puzxlcd  and 
•ngry  with  her  for  her  composure. 

"  Did  you  join  Agnes  out  walking  tftb 
morning  ?"  inquired  she,  addressing  henelf  to 
.Mr*.  Mortimer. 

"Ych;  I  met  her  just  ns  she  w«.<  leaving 
bcr  garden,"  wa*  the  only  answer  slie  could 
extract. 

The  truth  was,  Mrs.  Mortimer  disliked  and 
feared  Lady  Caroline ;  she  was  angry  with  bi-r 
for  having  employed  her  as  a  spy  upon  her 
sitter ;  and  she  d<'temiine()  not  to  gratify  her 
curiosity  by  telling  her  how  unwelcome  her 
presence  had  proved  to  Captain  Mordsunt,  or 
to  amuse  her  by  de«cribing  the  unfortunate 
scrape  she  had  unwittingly  fallen  into. 
The  InsUnt  Charle*  Mordaunt  left  Eston- 
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vllte  Castl«,  h«  put  his  borcc  ioto  «  gallop ;  be 
wiu  tittle  inditurd  to  enter  into  conversation, 
and  if  Kdwnrd's  rcniMDHtrsnceft  bad  not  occa- 
sionally irhccked  hia  speed,  he  would  probably 
never  have  drawn  bridle  until  he  nw-'twd  home. 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Mordauiit  observed  that  he  ap- 
peared niueh  excited  ;  and  the  former  suspected 
that,  in  i^pite  of  all  his  son'a  original  declara- 
tions of  inseniiibiUty  towards  Lady  Caroline 
Monimer,  he  could  perceive  strong  indications 
of  hix  having  at  length  felt  the  fascinating  in- 
fluence of  her  channH.  It  was  nut  until  after 
Charlesi's  departure,  that  he  discovered  front 
Edward's  hintH  who  had  been  the  real  object 
of  his  ultractiun  ut  Ettonvtile. 
'  As  MMin  a»  liiH  niotlier  and  sister  left  the 
dining-room  on  the  day  that  Charleti  returned 
home,  Mr.  Mordaunt  exclaimed, 

**  I  niuftt  not  forget  that  I  have  a  story  to 
tell  you  of  your  friend  Mr*.  Porter.  I  have 
had  a  vi-iit  from  her  husband  during  your  ab- 
sence, and  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  thai, 
much  as  you  might  flatter  yourself  you  had 
made  u  conquest  of  the  fair  lady  the  morning 
she  called  here,  1  have  great  reason  to  appre. 
bond  you  were  discarded  from  her  favour  when 
she  foimd  out  that  you  tiad  treacherously  nen- 
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dered  yourself  agreeable  to  her  under  a  ficti- 
tioua  character." 

Mr.  Mordnunt  tlicn  proceeded  to  relate  th«I 
Mre.  Porter  had  gone  back  from  Murditunl  in 
high  spirits,  fully  persuaded  that  she  had  seen 
the  hridcftroom,  and  much  delighted  with  the 
dvility  she  had  received  frotn  him.  She  bad 
talked  of  DOlhing  else  during  the  whole  of 
dinner-time ;  ba<l  praised  him  to  her  spokiw  in 
the  most  glnwing  terms,  and  (K>clared  tliat, 
with  such  a  husband,  it  would  be  quite  im- 
poeaible  that  Miss  Mordaunt  should  not  be  a 
very  happy  wotnan. 

A  visit  of  coDgrBtulation  at  Mordaunt  Par% 
was  too  imixirlant  an  cvciit  to  be  kept  aiteeret; 
it  would  have  been  !)elG»h  not  to  have  extended 
her  descriplioD  of  it  beyond  the  narrow  limits 
of  her  own  family  circle,  and  Mrs.  Porter  was 
loo  kindly  disposed  to  be  guilty  of  tlut  sort  of 
■elfifthness.  She  wait  engaged  to  drink  tea  with 
a  friend ;  so  she  left  all  lier  iKMsted  domestic 
conoL-ms  to  take  care  of  ihemiielves,  and  siallied 
forth  very  early,  with  a  delenninalton  of  just 
calling  in  upon  one  or  two  of  her  neighboura  in 
her  way  to  her  party. 

At  each  place  ihe  opened  the  conversation 
by  observing,— 

■  2 
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"  I  have  been  k>  long  away,  that  I  TQaiUy 
could  not  pass  your  door  witliout  stopping  to 
Kay,  How  <lo  you  do  f  I  bid  on  niy  rood  to 
Mm.  Kattlo's,  and  I  liave  twt  an  inataiit  to  slay 
willi  you,"  ,.■ 

lu  *pite  of  )ier  pretended  hurry,  slie  then 
.lat  down  for  at  least  hat  f-ao- hour's  go&iiip. 
She  pleaded  fatigue  in  cooscijueDce  of  her  long 
ride.  "Shi-  had  been  over,"  she  remarked, 
"  (o  Mordnuul  Park  in  the  morning."  She 
regretted  ihut  *\k  hod  not  been  fortunate 
enough  to  aee  the  ladies ;  but  ftlie  ileMribed 
what  «  nice  affable  young  gentleman  Mr.  Staf- 
fiord  was,  and  hinted  with  conscious  importance 
bow  remarkably  polite  h«  had  been  to  her. 

Her  auditors  stared,  and  told  her  it  was 
generally  rqwrti-d  thut  Mr.  Sinflord'n  marriage 
wax  entirely  broken  od',  and  thul  it  was  a  wi-ll- 
known  fact  he  had  left  Mordaunt- 

Mro.  Porter  was  extremely  indignant  at  not 
being  believed,  and  discredited  the  whole  of  ihe 
information  that  was  given  her  by  Iter  m-igb> 
boura.  She  fancied  they  were  jealous  of  her 
kuowing  more  about  the  family  at  Mordatint 
than  themselves,  and  that  they  only  said  thete 
tilings  to  vex  her. 

''It  is  no!  likely,"  bhe  observed  pettishly, 

that   I  should   place  greater  faith  in  your 
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asBcrtiona  ihao  in  lh«  eWdencc  of  my  own 
wiMM.  *Svdng  is  Wlieviog,'  as  the  old  Mytng 
goe«.  I  repeat,  thai  I  saw  Mr.  StalFord  ihin 
tnorning  with  my  own  eyes ;  that  1  irtshed  hhii 
joy;  and  that  he  promitted  to  comr  and  call 
upon  me  the  first  time  that  he  and  hi«  Udy  re< 
turn  to  this  part  of  the  country  after  ihcit 
wedding.  When  you  hear  all  this,  pray  which 
do  you  think  is  most  probably  the  right  stor^^ 
^-youri  or  mine?" 

Such  arguments  staggi-red  the  cuiifitlciiL'e  cA' 
some  of  her  hearers,  and  they  began  to  imagine 
that,  though  Kliss  MordaunI  and  her  ioteiHled 
husband  had  certainly  had  a  quarrel,  it  was  by 
no  incniiii  impouJble  that  they  might  have  made 
it  up  agnin. 

When  Mrs.  Porter  arrived  at  Mrs.  Rattle's, 
Instead  of  contending  with  iier  antagoniitlH 
singly,  she  found  herself  opposed  to  a  host  of 
dtspulatits.  She  maintained  her  part  extreme- 
ly well,  and  returned  home  with  triumphant 
feelings,  to  boast  to  her  huHl>und  of  not  having 
allowed  hcrtH.-lf  to  be  bruw-bcaten. 

Her  exultation,  however,  was  very  short- 
lived. The  next  rooming  Mr.  Porter  an- 
nounced to  her,  that  he  had  learned  from  un- 
questionable authority  that  the  match  at  Mor- 
daunt  wa«  really   at  an   end.     "The   gentti^- 


«"■  Porter's  dismay.     S) 
n««''g  b«n   .nutafccnjsl 

«"n«.on    Cor  Ch«H«   wj 

f  ""omanlike  trick  .„  „Z 
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over  to  MonUunt  and  cxpluin  the  cnitc  ;  which 
he  accordingly  did,  with  a  considerable  degree 
of  dry  humour. 

Mr.  Mordnunt  him«eif  knew  bow  to  tell  a 
history  of  this  kind  to  the  be*t  advaiitaj;e  ;  and 
Charles  was  cxcwuvcly  entertained  with  the 
sequel  of  an  adventure^  the  comuieDccmetit  of 
which  he  had  found  suHicicnlly  ludicroui.  At 
the  same  time,  he  wat  concerned  at  llie  vexation 
he  bad  occasioned  Mrv.  Porter;  and  he  felt 
really  sorry  to  have  incurred  her  displeasure. 


'"-"«  would  «v.„,.„„j,,„„^ 
d«u.f "'""'"«' ^"'^""■'t. 


» 


moved,  she  imagined  that  Laura  Stanley  miglit 
prove  a  very  eligible  companion  for  Mim  Mor- 
daunt. 

Dr.  Stanley  had  Icantnl  nothing  of  Sir 
Charles  Parker — indeed  be  had  almoit  fi>rgottcn 
him ;  but  the  change  that  luid  taken  place  In 
Mr».  MurdauntV  coitduct  towards  his  daughters 
did  not  escape  htR  obacrvation,  and  he  could 
not  help  feeling  pleased  by  remarking  the  kitid* 
neM  and  consideration  with  which  she  now 
treated  them. 

The  two  familie*  met  often,  and  Augusta 
always  iti-^mod  ple.iie<),  and  wa<  occasionally 
tolerably  cheerful,  when  ahc  and  I^aura  were 
together  i  but  at  other  times  her  dejection  re> 
maioud  unabated.  The  origin*)  gaiety  of  her 
dijiposititm  was  entirely  gone,  and  appeared  to 
have  given  place  to  a  deep  and  settled  me- 
Uncboly. 

JuHt  l>efore  Edward  Mordaunt  returned  to 
Oxford,  I>r.  Stanley  and  his  daughters  received 
an  invitation  to  spend  a  fortnight  nt  the  house 
of  one  of  llK-ir  relations,  with  whom  they  were 
in  liabils  of  great  intimacy ;  but  us  «imic  a)- 
leraiionit  which  required  penonal  superintimd- 
ence  were  going  forward  at  Mordaunt,  it  waa. 
not  poMble  for  (hem  to  leave  home. 

Miss    Stanley    accidentally   mentioned   this 


« 


circuDi.4tAtice  to  Mrs.  Mordeunt,  and  regretted 
that  lier  fsthcr  was  obliged  to  decHiit.'  bd  m- 
gsgcnicnl  which  wo\i!<i  linvf  been  ugn.'^'abltf  lo 
th«fn  «11,  and  more  pariicuUrly  to  Laura. 

"  I(  is  ind«?d  a  pity  tt»t  your  tshm  shoukl 
bo  disaiipointcd,"  rqilicd  Mrs.  Monlaunt. 
"  Can  y'*u  not  managv  ttiU  vikit  fur  Iter  in  any 
way?" 

Theu,  after  a  few  minutes*  consideration,  she 
added,—"  There  is  one  jilun  which  suggesU 
itaeir  to  my  mind.  As  you  do  not  (levin  ex- 
tremely anxious  about  the  party  upon  your 
own  account,  wity  should  you  not  pert>tiade 
Dr.  Stanley  and  Lnura  to  go  witliuui  you,  and 
remain  here  willi  m«  during  their  abwnoe  ?  1 
need  not  say,  that  I  ahould  be  delighted  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  your  company  ;  and  you  might 
go  over  every  morning,  if  it  was  necessary,  lo 
iniiiicct  the  improvement*  at  the  Rectory." 

Miss  Stanley  thanked  Mrs.  Mordaunt  for  her 
kindness,  but  hinged  to  consult  her  fatlier 
before  she  agreed  to  avail  herself  of  it. 

The  result  of  their  deliberation  was  a  dcci- 
lion  to  adopt  the  arrangement  that  had  becu 
thus  proposed   to  them :    but   when   this  wait 

mmunicated  to  I<)uira(  it  appeared  to  give 

T  less  satisfaction  than  they  had  expected. 

It  has  been  already  hinted  that  Miss  Stanley 
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vaa  not  nuctl;  the  sort  of  person  vho  would 
have  livuii  scli-ctcd  by  Mrs.  MordoiiDt  as  a 
coiupuiioi) :  sUii  (ulinirwl  Ikt  good  Miniv  und 
rcspccUd  her  wortli,  yet  she  could  not  Ivum  to 
think  hvr  agreeable ;  aad  when  she  arrived  at 
Mordaunt,  she  oontrivcd  to  depute  ber  daugh- 
t«r  to  vntcrtaitt  hrr  during  th«  greatest  part  of 
every  morning. 

Miss  Stanley  had  always  felt  much  interest 
ill  Augusta,  and  bad  n-grvtled  lh«  nuitt«)tco 
kind  of  education  she  had  received :  it  now 
went  to  ber  heart  to  remark  her  deep  dejection, 
juid  to  !».■«  )i«r,  reganllew  of  idl  the  cuniforU 
and  bte:uiugH  by  which  nhe  wai  surrounded, 
hopeles^y  pining  away  her  existence  because 
she  had  met  with  a  dlsappoinlmcnt  in  a  lov^ 
affair. 

Stie  knew  tliat  it  would  b«  both  vain  and 
impertioeot  in  ber  to  attempt  to  reason  with 
Mis«  Murdaunt  ujion  such  a  subject:  but  she 
thought  (hat  by  eodeavuuring  to  instil  re> 
Ugious  principles  into  her  mind,  and  by  leading; 
her  indirectly  to  rcflvct  in  a  manner  slie  had 
never  been  taught  to  do  before,  she  might 
induce  her  to  take  a  morv  rational  and  profjcr 
view  of  her  own  situation,  aivd  auist  her  to 
utxleriitand  those  duties  which  she  scarcely  ap- 
peared to  be  aware  were  even  required  of  hor. 


'*'■  ""-^»t.  and  .,„  * 
«'-«y«  anxiou,  to  ,„^ 
»'««"'>  «.  po^bJe.     ,^ 

"'"^'^'"^^  ;  that  s,.e  di.,S 

y"';"""? -""■«'..  who  h J 

T"-^'  a  few  „^.,,,  ^^ 

•pp««ncc..  «„;,  ;i" ,':''  •'* 
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class  of  life  with  wbum  she  was  well  ncquninted ; 

tb«  blunt  ori^iwltty  uf  hvr  remarks  Hurpriwd 

and  (liTUtMl  her,  and  sti«  much  liked  to  hear 

her  ulk. 

When  Augusta  joinvd    her  gueet,   she  was 

much  Bgitatnl ;  and  she  found  some  difltculty 

io  re{>e«ting  to  her  the  nd  hititury  that  bad 

jual  been  coniinunicated  to  Iterself. 

Miss  Staaloy  entered  warmly  into  her  foel- 
ing«,  Slid  after  uultiii^  with  her  in  limienting 
(he  uniicDely  fate  of  the  poor  young  woman, 
site  proposed  that  they  «liould  walk  to  the 
gardener's  cottage,  and  condole  with  him  aiid 
his  wife  upon  the  awfii)  calamity  that  had  be* 
fallen  them. 

Augusta  was  much  startled  by  this  prupo- 
sition,  and  slie  shrunk  from  the  painful  idea  of 
witneaaing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker's  grief.  She 
said,  "  she  had  de&ired  her  maid  to  gu  and  tell 
them  how  very  sorry  she  was  for  their  distress, 
and  to  ask  ibcmiftliere  was  any  thing  they  could 
puHKibly  think  of  that  (Ac  could  send  to  tliem. 
It  could  not  surely  do  Ihtm  the  least  good  to 
see  us  at  present,"  concluded  she ;  "  and  it 
would  be  very  shocking  for  ua  to  hew  their 
heart-broken  lumeiilu lions."  "> 

**  It  wauki  Ix-  griivoo!!,  undoubtedly,"  replicti 

'•Miss  Stanley:    "  und  1  agree  with  you  that 
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their  affliction  U  vet  too  recent  to  Bdmit  of 
mucli  aileviatioD.  But  I  am  not  Mir«  (tiAt  it 
iDtgbt  not  be  10  our  power  to  be  of  tome  u«e  ut 
'wihcai :  at  any  rate,  I  am  vonviDoxl  they  would 
'  InI  much  nwrc  gratifiLvl  by  your  inquiring 
after  thetn  in  pertoii,  than  by  the  kindest  ines- 
Hge  you  could  send  them  by  any  one  clac.*" 

Augusta  made  no  farther  objection  to  ac- 
company Miss  Stanley  to  the  Kardener'b  abode; 
but  when  ibey  came  within  sight  of  it,  abe 
turned  extremely  pa]e,  and  a.  tort  of  nefvous 
tremor  came  over  her. 

They  found  Barker  himself  ulting  abaorbrd 
(nhis grief:  he  row  nitchontcally  when  the  Udie 
entered,  but  he  seemed  unable  (o  ^jH-alc  to  them, 
aod  after  gazing  wildly  at  them  for  a  mumenl, 
begavf  way  to  a  violent  burst  of  feeling,  An* 
gusta  wax  very  oitRli  overcome,  and  Miss  Stan- 
lay  oltuoit  rejK'nird  having  brought  her  into  su 
■SiKling  a  leeiic. 

A«  aoon  as  Barker  had  in  eoute  d^ree  re^ 
covered  his  compoAurr,  he  apologised  to  his 
guests  for  the  reception  be  had  ^ven  thcut.  He 
ioid  that  his  wife's  grief  was  so  excessive  that 
tbcy  could  not  persua<)e  her  to  conic  down- 
•lain;  but  l)uu  one  of  her  netgliboura  had 
kindly  offered  to  sit  with  her. 
I    "I   cannot   ask   you,  ladies."  observed  he, 
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to  f^  tip  into  her  ruoni  to-day;  ihc  is  not 
really,  )>oor  thing  !  in  a  6t  stAl«  to  receive  you. 
I  trust  by  to-morrow  slie  will  be  quieter  ;  and 
ttutn,  if  you  arc  f^ood  voough  to  walk  iIiIb  way 
again,  I  think  it  will  be  a  comfort  tu  her  to  see 
you," 

Miss  Stanley  looked  at  Augusta,  who  imme- 
diately promised  to  visit  Mrs.  Barker  the  fol- 
lowinff  niominf;,  adding  a  hope  that  fihe  should 
then  find  ht-r  better. 

AAer  Miu  Mordaunt  returned  home,  she 
euuld  think  and  talk  of  nothing  but  the  gar- 
dener and  his  family. 

"  I  am  not  sure,"  observed  her  mother, 
"  that  1  quite  like  your  going  to  theoe  tort  of 
f^aceft.  At  your  age,  the  sight  of  actual  wreteh. 
vdneM  is  apt  to  leave  too  dtx-p  an  impm&ion 
u|)on  the  mind,  and  to  work  tlie  feelings  un< 
necessarily.  However,  nnceyou  havelold  poor 
Barker  that  you  wUl  sec  bis  wife  to-morrow,  I 
shall  certainly  with  you  to  kei-p  your  word.** 

I  Miss  Stanley  immediately  took  the  whole 
blonie  ijf  the  proceeding — ^if  blame  there  was — 
upon  herself,  and  said  slic  was  extremely  sorry 
she  had  induced  Hii*  Mordaunt  to  do  what 
was  afraid  had  not  met  with  her  mother'* 
(batioii. 

Mordaunt  candidly  replied,  '*  that  tind 
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«lie  been  conBultcd  brforcliaiul,  -klie  diould  hvtt 
advised  Augusu's  dofcrriiif;  her  visit  id  ihe 
Barkvrt ;  but  that,  as  she  had  once  »een  Ihrin, 
[Iiere  cchiM  be  no  objection  to  her  repeating 
it."  She  said  slic  much  ndmin-d  the  iiindnets 
which  had  k-d  Miks  StanU-y  to  cmluavour  to 
give  them  cotiBolatton  i  and  she  assured  Iter, 
"  that  although  she  might  differ  from  her  in  ber 
ideas  upon  some  immaterial  points,  she  Tell  » 
perfect  confid«ncT  that  when  her  dauf^hler  wax 
with  fitr,  she  never  could  do  an^'thing  tliat 
would  incur  her  disapprobation,  or  ocvawon. 
bee  to  experience  the  slightest  unea^nesa." 

The  young  Indies  found  the  gardener  again 
alotic  the  following  morning. 

"I  am  just  come  in  from  my  work,"  said  he: 
**  I  cannot  stand  it  yet — though  I  have  itotbing 
but  wretchedness  to  return  to  here." 

Augusta  in(|uire(l  aftt^r  his  wife. 

"  She  get*  worse  and  worse,  mi?*,"  replied 
he  in  n  melanclwly  lone.  *'  She  fretted  all  the 
night  through,  and  I  am  afraid  she  will  make 
herself  i|uito  ill  at  last.  I  think  her  head  is 
beginning  to  be  n  Ittllf  confused  already, — at 
kasl  sbe  wanders  strangely  in  tier  talk.  I  tell 
I  her  that  it  is  wicked  and  unchristian  to  take  on 
nn  the  manner  she  dwn;  but  I  cannot  pacify 


TOE   HEIR  OP  MORDAlirr. 


IBS 


I 


In  any  -nj.  I  with, Miss  Stanlry,  tfiat  yoH 
wotild  go  and  upealc  to  her  :  perhaps  tiw  irotild 
altvnd  W  what  you  say." 

"  I  will  go  to  her  directly,"  annwcrcd  Miss 
Htanley  :  "  but  since  she  refuM«  to  hear  yinir 
argunKnte,  I  can  tcnrcely  hope  to  pcnuwie  her 
to  listen  to  mine." 

ThcQ  turning  to  Augutta,  she  recommended 
her,  in  a  lowtir  voice,  to  walk  about  until  she 
LSUDe  bocV  to  her. 
*taiM  Morduunt  suspected  that  her  companion 
thought  Iter  deficient  in  Grmnesfi  and  strength 
of  mind ;  she  was  piqued  at  considering  her- 
edif  treated  like  a  child,  and  «hc  intiisled  upon 
»e«iug  Mrs.  Barker. 

Mary  Itarker  was  a  senuble  woman ;  her 
fecltDga  were  strong  and  Ijer  temptr  violent. 
A*  far  as  worldly  matters  were  concerned,  the 
had  received  a»  good  an  education  as  most 
people  in  her  rank  in  life :  but  as  her  parents 
had  no  sen»  of  relij^on  themjtelves,  they  did 
iwl  think  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  impress 
any  upon  their  children.  Mary  wiu  fm|uenlly 
heard  to  say,  "that  nobody  could  fiml  fault 
with  her  conduct ;  and  that  she  did  not  «ce 
why  she  was  not  cjuile  as  good  as  tho«c  who 
made  a  fuss  aliout  going  to  cliurch  every  Sab- 
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*'  Who  is  it  that  spcuks  to  moP"  said  Mary 
BarlcpT,  gKiing  wihlly  at  hrr  vit4tor  without 
teeming  to  nvDgnii:^  her. 

'*  It  ifl  MtM  Stanley,  my  poor  woman  !  Do 
you  not  rKoUwt  me  ?" 

'*  I  recollect  nobody  !**  answered  Mary  fierce- 
nkjr;  "  and  I  want  nobody  to  come  and  inquire 
mv,  iiiilefts  ibey  eitn  bring  niy  poor  Hau- 
ttah  ho«K  to  me.  PeupW  (ell  tne  falxe  tales ; 
but  I  will  not  believe  them.  My  beautiful 
child  is  Hot  dead — I  am  sure  abe  is  not  I  It  is 
all  a  wicked  invention,  made  up  to  torment  uie 
und  drive  me  mad." 

Mi»s  Stanley  Iixiked  at  her  with  grief  and 
compassioti :  she  ajipreheuded  that  her  brain 
waa  really  affected  by  her  misfortune ;  and  per- 
ceiving that  Augusta  was  alarmed,  she  begged 
her  tn  go  down-stairs. 

Miss  Munlaunl'*  fixling  of  offended  dignity 
was  now  forgotten,  and  she  was  too  glad  to 
make  bcr  escajve.  When  she  was  gone,  Mis> 
Stanley  endeavoured  to  soothe  poor  Mary,  and 
to  show  her  the  necessity  of  aubmilting  to  the 
trial  that  had  come  upon  her  ;  but  she  soon 
became  convinced  that  rh«  was  wasting  her 
time  and  her  eloquence  to  little  purpose,  and 
sho  was  preparing  to  quit  the  coltagv,  when 
one  of  the  village   neighbours  made  her  ap- 
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pearaiic«.  This  voman  uasw^  known  lu  M'lv. 
Stanley,  wlio  immediately  explained  (u  her  iht 
Mute  of  things  up-ktain. 

*'  Thin  will  never  do,  Mr*-  Thompson,"  con- 
cluded she ;  "  you  must  attempt  tf»  prevail 
upon  Mary  to  get  up  and  come  down-Htairs. 
Wc  will  look  in  again  as  we  return  from  our 
walk,  to  SVC  hotv  you  are  going  on." 

**  Do  you  think,"  inquired  Miss  Murdaunt 
In  An  agitated  voice  when  they  left  llie  col- 
lage, "  that  Mrs.  Barker  U  really  out  of  her 
mind  ?" 

**  No,    I   hope  not,**  replied  Miss  Stanley. 

"^he  has  given  way  to  her  affliction  till  ber 

paruxy&ms  of  grief  have  bewildered  her  head ; 

but    the   more  ungovernable    her  feelinga  are 

at  first,  the  sooner  they  will  probably  exhaust 

tlteniselves.     I  have  often  been  told  that  Mary 

Barker  was  an  unbeliever ;  and,  from  what  I 

have  now  seen  and  heard,   I  am  much  ineliiwd 

K  to  suppose  ihni  this  i>  to«i  true." 

I  Augusta   wiis   Ion  divply  interested  in  the 

■  »ceiie  Mhc  had  juHt  wilneiised    to  speak  much 

I  herself;  her  attention  became  riveted  upon  her 

H  companion's  remarks ;  and  she  now  discovered 

H  her  own  igitorance  upon  auhjects  thai  began  to 

H  appear  to  her  of  llic  greatest  importance,  and 


THE    IIP.IR    OF    MORDAUNT. 


189 


I 


I 


she  longed  (a  obtain  clcuvr  instruction  about 
tbcin. 

Before-  ibc  ladies  slopped  a  second  lime  ai 
the  girdeniir'a  cottuge,  Mra.  Darker  tiad  become 
more  tranquil :  nhc  liail  nllntrnl  hcncIF  to  be 
dressed,  and  >l>i''  watt  fitting  Ix-foni  the  fire 
in  the  nttnu  do«n-»iair»,  but  bent  no  nearly 
double  that  ber  bead  almost  rested  upon  ber 
koecB. 

MiKs  Stanley  looked  towards  n  shelf  wliere 
iJarkcr  bud  pUowl  •  few  book*,  and  perceiving 
a  little  manual  of  de\-otion  which  her  fatlier  had 
iinre  given  him,  »)ie  said  to  Mriu  Tliumpnm, 

"  I  think  it  would  prove  a  comfort  to  ]K>or 
Mary  if  you  or  her  husband  were  to  read  to 
lier  a  little.  Part*  of  ihat  Ixxik  were  written 
expressly  for  person*  in  her  distrcMed  situs- 
lion." 

Mrs.  I'liompaon  shook  ber  bead  as  she  re> 
plied, 

"  It  if  indeed  a  sad  ptty  that  nhe  cannot  be 
)>eriuaded  to  i»e«k  that  sort  of  consolation ;  1 
hRTe  been  telling  her  so  while  you  were  away. 
But  in  prosperous  times  I  ain  afraid  she  i»ever 
has  been  in  (he  hubit  of  snying  her  prayers, 
and  I  really  bi'licve  that  site  dovit  not  know  bow 
to  Kt  about  doing  it  r>ow." 
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Miss  Slanlfy  sij^hcd ;  an<l  Biirkcr,  who  wu 
not  BO  great  a  h(.^nth1.■a  ns  liifi  wife,  requested 
her  la  be  kind  enough  lo  point  out  to  biin 
tJiofle  pAg«s  in  (he  book  which  aJie  consider- 
ed particularly  applicable  lo  his  present  cbjic- 
Mrs.  Barker  had  nil  this  time  been  moaning 
and  sobbing  moRt  pitcously- 

"  I  wisli,"  pursued  Mian  f<tanlcy,  "  that  your 
wifv  would  let  me  read  some  of  thete  (lamagtrs 
to  her  before  I  go."  Then  addres:ung  henelf 
more  directly  to  Mary,  she  added,  "  You  would, 
I  think,  have  no  objection  lo  hear  me." 

The  miserable  womnii  rumnl  lier  head,  and 
repliMl  very  utigraciouHly,  "  You  may  read 
anything  yuu  please;  but  I  have  no  de«ire  to 
hffAT  it,  and  I  shall  not  attend  to  you." 

Her  husband  was  shocked  at  her  rudeoeiw. 

*'  You  must  excuw  lier.  Miss  Stanley,"  he 
.said :  "  for  she  i>  m  bnidc  herself,  that 
really  ia  not  aware  of  what  she  speaka." 

Min  Staidey  assured  him  Hhe  wait  not 
fended;    and  placing  herself  close  beside  hta 
dittracted  wife,  she  began  to  rend  in  a  clear 
impressdve  voir*. 

At  first  Mary  Barker  threw  herself  impa' 
ticntly  about  in  tier  ehair,  and  seemed  very 
much  disposed  to  stop  her  ears;  but  by  degrees 
she  grew  quieter  ant)  pwre  respectful  in  her 
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behaviour — s)i«  «vcn  nppetirftl  to  be  alti-nding  to 
MltsStnnlcy's  words;  nnd  nt  last  shtr  actually 
slipped  down  upon  her  knees,  and,  etaHping  Iter 
Itande  together,  joined  ulently  but  ferreiitly  in 
the  prajer  that  she  had  been  inclined  to  reject 
with  so  much  indig;nation  and  contempt.  After 
ber  viulor  had  closed  the  booh,  she  renutined 
kneeling  for  »ome  moment*;  and  when  she 
rose  from  the  ground,  it  was  in  an  altered  and 
a  humbled  voice  tluit  «he  exclaimed, 

**  l'ho«e  wiirdit  seem  as  if  they  had  been  put 
together  on  purpose  for  me ;  they  tell  me  ex- 
actly everything  that  I  feel :  I  could  listen  to 
them  forever:— Oh,  Miss  Stanley  I  when  will 
you  come  and  read  them  to  ma  aRuin  ?" 

''  I  will  read  to  you  to-morrow  aH  much  as 
you  like;  and  in  the  menu  while  you  can  look 
over  what  you  have  now  heard,  if  you  feel  dis- 
posed to  do  so" 

Mth.  Barker  took  the  volume  from  her  hand, 
and  laid  it  upon  the  table  near  her.  As  Miss 
Stanley  and  Augusta  were  departing,  the  gar- 
dener followed  them  to  the  door. 

,  *•  You  have  done  wonders  with  my  poor 
wife,"  olxerved  he  to  the  former,  "  and  J  know 
not  how  to  thank  you  for  it  as  I  ought  to  do." 

"  Her  heart  isat  length  softened,  gwor  thing!" 
answered  Miss  Stanley,  "and  I  hope  that  the 
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had  Mvn  its  efficacy  in] 
a]l  earthly  mnuis  uf 
itorled  to  in  vain  ;  iibe 
misery  of  thtii«  who  w€ 
the  hour  of  trial;  aad 
she  rccollcctci!  how  vcrj 
ihouglil  ubtiut  i(  hersL-lf.l 

The  wretchedness  of 
wise  suggested  another 
licr  inind.  The  bcrea» 
was  llw  KvcTtitt  that  coi 
turca ;  and  whfii  the  con 
niity  vfith  the  torrovr*  i 
which  had  lately  preyed 
herself,  the  latter  sunk  i 
ficanoe.  She  felt  tliat  al 
little  cause  to  complain; 
her  wcnknns  in  having  I 
so  deeply  ;  and  iihe  detem 
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mudi  f^raiilietl  by  ibe  encouragemvnt  she  »• 
ceived  from  her. 

-The  next  day  ihcy  found  Mary  HArker  in  a 
much  more  mlional  frump  of  mind;  hIk  Mt- 
tvnLt)  i-a;rcrly  to  whnt  wrs  read  to  lici',  and  paid 
gtvui  aiti,-iitioii  to  all  Miss  Stnnlpy's  instruc- 
tiuiiflt  her  natural  good  sense  and  aciitcne«» 
enabled  Iter  to  undctBtand  al  onire  whatever  mu 
explained  to  her ;  and  before  many  weclcH  had 
elapsed,  she  became — as  her  hu«bHn<)  expri'»Msl 
it — '  a  new  woman.'  She  waa  indeed  broken  in 
heart,  and  subdued  in  spirit :  yet  she  strove  to 
bear  up  against  her  grief.  She  waa  never  heard 
lu  repine  nt  ihr  Inaji  of  her  daughter  ;  »)ie  al> 
ways  said,  "  that  she  belit-ved  sbc  had  Iwcn 
taken  from  biT  n*  a  puni.nbment  for  her  formrr 
wicked  nt-w."  She  grew  more  gentle  and  for- 
bearing  in  hiT  t>chaviour ;  and,  in  itborl,  she 
was  now  ii»  exemplary  in  the  ob«crvnnw  of  her 
religtouit  duties,  as  the  had  originally  been  re- 
markable for  her  neglect  of  ihcm. 

Nor  was  the  change  that  bad  been  effected 
in  Miss  Mordaunt's  charaeter  less  important. 
tbougli  it  might  be  less  appan>nl,  than  that 
which  hml  been  wrought  in  Mary  Barker's. 
Miss  Stanley  bad  proved  an  invaluable  friend 
to  her  aim ;  she  bad  Implanted  and  firmly 
VOL.  II.  K 
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established  iu  bvr  wind  tlic  only  thing  which  dtc 
had  before  required  to  ren<ter  her  permanently 
amiabte~a  deep  und  sincere  feeling  of  rvlifjious 
priDciplc. 

Augusta's  conduct  was  of  course  immi-diiitcly 
influenced  by  the  new  turn  which  had  bero 
j^ven  to  her  ideas.  Instead  of  eneuuragin^ 
deHpiMuIeitcy,  she  nought  iimtikemciit  in  cul- 
tivating her  difierent  accompli&limeDts;  while 
•he  devoted  a  (lortion  of  her  lime  to  instructive 
reading.  She  went  constantly  to  see  Mary 
Barker,  and  she  tried  to  become  really  useful 
lo  all  the  poor  people  around  her. 

Mr&  Mordaunt  hail  at  fir»t  been  rather  in< 
clincd  lo  dislike  the  ascendency  which  Mt» 
Stanley  was  gaining  over  her  daughter  i  she 
was  afraid  that  «he  was  trying  to  make  her  what 
she  termed '  loo  rigbteoHs.'  Itui  when  she  found 
that,  inHl<>ad  of  growing  more  serious,  Augusta's 
counteniince  rniimed  its  former  cbcerfulnesa, 
and  thiit  hrr  melancholy  was  wearing  away,  she 
changed  her  opinion,  and  began  to  re}!ard  her 
intimacy  with  her  new  friend  as  a  very  fortu- 
nate circumslanee. 

Augusta  had  never  nieniroiied  her  love  aflUrs 
to  Mita  Stanley  ;  yet,  while  »he  Acknowledged 
to  herself  with  sincere  r«gret  that  she  hod  used 
Mr.  Stalford  extremely  ill,  alie  rejoiced  more 
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thsokfully  thxn  ever  th«(  ahe  hod  c»npod  ii 
union  which  could  haw  been  iiticivH«il  with 
nothing  but  misery.  She  tried  in  vuin  to  forget 
Lord  Delmore :  he  frequently  presented  himielf 
to  bcr  thoughts  ns  an  object  of  interest  and  of 
pitj :  and  the  hoped  that  his  last  misfortune 
would  be  a  more  cfTeclual  warning  to  him  to 
itToid  the  gaming-table  in  future,  than  aU  bin 
funner  rererRCM  bad  proved. 

Or.  Stanley's  absence  from  home  wait  ex- 
tended from  n  fortnif^hl  to  thrre  weeks,  and 
of  ooune  hi«  daughter  r(-inuine<l  at  Mordaunt 
Park  during  the  whole  of  that  time.  When 
the  day  of  her  departure  arrivod,  she  and 
Augutta  look  leave  of  each  other  with  f«-ling!i 
of  mutual  rc^^t,  though  they  wi-ro  only  to  be 
separated  by  the  distAnce  of  a  walk. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  was  particularly  gracious  in 
ber  farewell  to  her  guest.  She  thanked  her  for 
the  pleasure  her  company  ha<l  alTordcd  her, 
and  spoke  very  warmly  of  her  obligation  to 
her  for  her  kindness  to  her  daughter:  adding, 
*'  that  since  *Ac  ha*l  been  with  them,  the  im- 
provement ID  Augusta's  sfurits  was  quite  re- 
markable: ami  that  both  Mr.  Mordaunt  and 
herself  attribut<'d  thi»  happy  change  entirely  to 
her  dieering  society  and  execUent  eounscl." 
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SucprLied  tta  ih«  Uird  when  the  Iddy  nid  ua. 
And  wi*  ft  laigh  cuttMy  the  tunwd  h«r  swt. 

/^irijd^  Car  April.' 

LtVBA  Stanley  was  both  surprisccl  and  gn- 
tified  by  ircdTiiiff  a  vi«it  from  thr  MordBunii' 
i)h'  viTy  morning  after  Iter  rt^liirn  luiRie. 

"  Aiigiistu  cicprefwcd  so  oriU-nt  fi(li.->'in>  to  nv 
you,"  said  Mrn.  Mordaunt,  "  tliat  iiw  woulil  nor 
agree  tu  defer  h«r  drive  to  the  Rectory  even  for 
one  day." 

Yet,  had  itol  the  mother  had  a  purpow  of  hrr 
own  in  grantiog  this  reqtieM,  it  U  probuble  that 
the  daughter's  imp«tii,moe  might  nut  han*  been 
»o  AUon  attended  to. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  u-no  aware  that  Sir  Chartee 
Harkcr  had  h(«n  titaying  in  the  same  bouw 
with  the  Stanlcye  the  whole  time  of  their  ab- 
sence; MIm  SCiiiile}' hiid  admitlt-d  to  her  that 
he  had  Hhonn  her  oister  gr«al  atlmtioi),  and 
she  was  now  extremely  anxious  to  learn  if  the 
plot  had  thickened  fiati&factorily  at  last,  and  to 
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bear  exactly  under  what  circumstances  the  sup- 
posed  lovers  lind  parted. 

She  endeavoured  to  brinf;  the  convrrsjition 
round  to  the  subject  upon  whicli  thv  vrUhtHi  lu 
be  informed ;  but  Mi-ts  Stanley  wa3  not  a  per- 
MO  to  fall  into  tliat  »ort  of  snare ;  and  &lie 
found  that,  if  she  expected  to  persuade  her  to 
gratify  her  curiosity,  she  must  condescend  to 
ask  her  more  explicitly  to  do  so. 

Accordingly,  when  Augusta  and  Laura  were 
out  of  hearing,  nhe  reinarked,  "  that  tlw  tra- 
viiUer  had  returne<l  home  in  very  great 
beauty." 

"  Yes,"  answered  Miss  Stanley,  *'  I  never  saw 
her  in  better  looks  than  she  is  at  present." 

"  As  you  have  made  me  no  communicaliun," 
pursued  her  visitor,  "  I  conclude  it  would  be 
pEcmalurie  to  congratulatv  ynu ;  but  I  shall 
expect  very  soon  to  hear  tliat  a  certain  young 
baronet  has  arrived  at  Mordaunt." 

"  I  believe,"  said  Miss  Stanley,  wilhuut 
pretending  not  to  coniprehimd  Mr».  Mor* 
(Jaunt's  meaning,  "  that  the  (ler^un  tu  whuin  you 
allude  is  not  at  nil  likely  to  come  this  way.  1 
am  told  he  i»  going  immediately  inlu  Leieoster- 
ahirc,  and  tluit  it  i»  his  intention  to  xpcnd  tlw 
winter  there."''  -     t- 

•'  What!  lias  he  been  carrying  on  a  flirto- 
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tion  with  your  sister  all  tliU  lim«,  without  pur- 
poiing  to  follow  it  up  by  aoTthing  more  Keriovs? 
Forgive  mc,  if  I  hint  to  you  that  this  ought  not 
to  be  ul  lowed." 

•^  I  was  far  from  intending  to  insiDuate'," 
rejjlied  Miss  Stanley  calmly,  "  that  Sir  Charles 
Parker  Imd  behaved  dishonourably :  o«  the 
contrary,  my  father  seems  to  have  a  very  high 
opinion  of  hini." 

"  And  what  doc«  Laura  say  of  him  ?" 
"  She  N)>caiti  of  him  very  little;  but  when- 
ever  she  does  mention  bitn,  it  is  m  terras  of 
commends  I  ion." 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  perceived,  from  the  gunrd«l 
nature  of  Miss  Stanley's  answers,  that  shewa» 
either  unwilling  or  imable  to  let  her  into  the 
secrets  of  tlie  case  ;  she  therefore  forbore,  with 
mingled  good  sense  and  gtxKl  bn>eding,  to  press 
her  farther  upon  the  subject. 

She  scanned  Laura's  manner'  with  a  scruti- 
nizing eye,  and  thought  that  she  had  very 
little  the  air  of  a  damsel  well  satisfied  with  the 
abject  of  her  choice,  and  still  less  of  a  happy 
prnroite. 

In  a  few  days  Mrs.  Kfordatinl  received  thr 

unwelcome  tidings  of  its  being  credibly  report- 

'       ed  that  Sir  Charles  Parker  had  been  refoMcl 

by  a  daughter  of  the  clergyman  of  Mordaunt, 
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and  of  Ilia  having  gone  to  Melton  in  a  state  of 
dvtpoiraud  indignation. 

'*  \Vl)8t  bad  aews  liave  you  found  in  that, 
letter,  which  ynu  have  been  pondering  ovn  for 
the  U£t  Svc  ntinuics?"  asked  Mr.  Mordaunt. 

"  The  intcUigrncv  it  contain*  is  dimigreoable 
enough,"  replied  tii»  lady :  "  it  sivnix  that  Luuri^ 
Staitley  has  rejected  Sir  Charlea  Parker."^ 

*'  I  never  was  disposed  to  give  young  ladies 
credit  for  great  wisdomr  he  remarked,  in  an 
irouiral  tone ;  "  and  from  what  I  have  heard 
aod  aecn  of  thrai  lately,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
tbcy  arc  perfect  fools; — wrong- tiraiU'd,  pro- 
voking fuoh!  Little  Miiu  Laura  Stanley *a  be* 
lta\iour  in  turning  up  her  nose  at  such  an  ofTetf 
iM  scarcely  short  of  positive  insanity.  Au- 
gusta's conduct  wa«  unpartlonable  enotigh,  yet 
it  was  nothing  coinpan-d  to  (his — not  half  so 
silly  or  impertinent.'' 

"  I  am  nfraid,"  pursued  Mrs.  Mordaunt, 
"  tliat  thin  poor  foolish  girl  will  prove  a  thorn 
in  our  side.  I  wi.ih  with  all  my  heart  that  she 
had  accepted  Sir  Charles." 

"  Nobody  can  deny  that  that  is  a  very  kind 
wish.  I  see  the  causo  of  your  anxiety ;  you 
apprehend  that  Edward  is  disposed  to  fall  in 
love  with  our  pretty  neighbour ;  and,  ti)M>n  my 
word,  it  is  paying  your  ton  «  high  compliment, 
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to  suppose  thai  a  young  Udy  who  ba&  cleftptwd 
fucJi  a  parti  as  Sir  Charics  will  condei>cend  U 
l/ook  favouraLly  upon  a  MXond  brulhcr." 

It  is  impossiltW,^  anKwcrcd  Mrs.  Mor> 
daunt,  '*  to  argue  upon  roonuittc  fancies.  I 
am  mtre  iJie  iiVet  Kdward ;  and  it  wuuld  Ik  • 
wretclivd  thing  fur  him  if  be  took  it  into  hit 
head  to  tnarry  Iter." 

"  i    au)   not  certain  that  I  am   exactly  of 
the  same  opinion,  though  I  am  far  from  dvNir- 
ing  tlie  alliaace.     Should  vorthy  Dr.  Stiiiiley 
happrn  to  be  rcmovMl  from  this  world.  I*^- 
wBxd   would   ctHiK-   into  po«.tCKtion   of  a   very 
good  living;  and  if  lii-  lliought  projicr  lo  take 
to  himself  the  doctor's  daughter,  as  wvll  as  lo 
succeed  to  his   prcfertneiit,  I    >ee   no  reason- 
able objivtion   we   coidd    have   to    his   doing 
■>.     When  we  rewlved   to  put  bim  into  ibe 
Church,  of  course  we  made  up  our  minds  to 
sec  him  become  ootbing  nwrc  nor  lees  than  a 
country  clergyin»n :   as   such,  ait  extravagant 
fine  lady   would  maku  him  a  very  ui»uilald« 
wtfii.     Lnura  Stanley  baa  been  well   brought 
up;  and  ha»,   moreover,    been   accustomed  to 
the  sort  of  life  she  would  hereafter  lead  an  Mrs. 
Edward  Murduuni.    Charles  seenu  inclitted  to 
be  more  aspiring  in  bix  inatrimnoial  projecta 
^|un  his  brother ;  and  s&  he  is  the  elder  born. 
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that  t*  quite  ns  It  ouglit  to  be.  I  confc**,  fac 
i  KitTC  Mlcet«d  ■  Invc  with  tnoir  spirit  and 
Uiimation  tlinii  Ijiuly  AgiuM  Mortiii)i-r;  but 
the  ooDnexion  wiih  the  KHtimrillc  fiunily  wotiltl 
be  an  cxcclltKit  onv ;  and,  all  ctrcumstanoM 
con#i{)erctt,  I  icarcely  know  mny  other  that  I 
HhouM  rei^ni  as  equally  dexirubU'." 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  perceived  the  f(ootl  senw  of 
all  (bat  h«r  husband  had  advanced,  and  Hh«  did 
not  attempt  to  i-ottirovcrl  hi<  arguments.  lhou|;h 
Uiey  were  far  from  being  in  concumccc  with 
ber  own  ideas.  ■'-••'   — *)•(""' 

■■^Charles and  Kdwnrd.it  seems,'* thought *lie, 
"will  find  llteir  wishoM  enmfurtnlily  nanclioned 
by  iheir  father.  There  in  nn  accounting  for 
taste, — Of  rather,  everybody's  taste  ia  different 
Few  people,  I  belierc,  are  really  fond  of  their 
dnughterK-in-tnw  ;  thvrefure,  if  I  cjinnot  bring 
myself  exactly  lu  like  mine,  my  misfortune  will 
not  be  a  singular  one." 

Mr.  iMordnunt's  indulgent  vievrft  respectinR 
his  saru  may  appear  rather  unnatural  iii  so 
telfish  and  worldly-minded  a  person ;  yet  he 
had  not  determined  to  favour  their  matrimniiiiil 
plans  without  fi-eling  convinced  (hnl  it  would 
be  for  his  udvanlage  aa  well  an  fur  their*  tu  do 
I  ».  He  bad  foreseen  that  tliey  miglit  soun^ 
I    think  of  marrying,  and   he  had  apprehended 
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■ad  the  was  » 

tbtf  ahe  would  he  rcr; 

into  bafaitt  of  «- 

A»  iv  Bdwvl,  Mr.  Mflniasot  rbooglit  be 
k»  vWT  ODoJaKiUy  pnmdet)  for  wheo- 
W  bceHM  nrtdr  of  Monl&UBl :  and   be 
to    be  awarp   ibal    be   had    bttl« 
Id   vspvct    froa    kim.     His   seadmmts 
the  subject  of  hia  soppowd  prefrrcnoc 
Stanlry  hate  bern  alraadv  explain- 
ti.     TV  ctmtnstSBcr,  too,  of  ber  having  re> 
IbKd  Sir  Oarin  IVIur,  now  rather  eohanced 
hir  ia  Ur.  Mordaunt'*  nlimatioB ;  and  tvta 
«k>la  ha  accused  ber  of  feUv  in  dnpisiog  the 
of  (iwTaoe,    he  decided  intemaUy 
that   WT  foiijf  rendered  bcr  peculiarly 
•  aa  a  dau(^ter<ui4aw. 
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Mr.  anil  iU».  Alordaunt  bad  bcvn  o^kcd  (o 
go  and  i.lay  at  Eatonville  soon  after  Charka's 
departure  to  join  his  rc^iuicDt :  but  Augusta 
was  then  in  »u<;h  bud  »piri(»,  that  hur  inolhur 
disliked  tb«  idea  of  )i«r  being  wen  by  Htangers* 
and  more  particularly  by  Lady  Caroline  Mor- 
timer; and  the  invitation  was  consequently 
not  accepted.  It  was  now  rcpeatetl ;  and  at 
the  Mine  reason  for  declining  it  no  longer 
existed,  KCr.  Monliiuiit  drclnred  "  that  it  would 
be  both  ft  right  oiid  an  agreeable  thing  to  go 
and  keep  up  tbeir  ncquaintauce  with  their  exceU 
lent  neighbours." 

SeTend  morning  visits  bad  been  oxcbanged 
between  the  ladies  of  the  two  families,  yet 
Augusta  had  not  seen  Lady  Caroline  Klortimer 
since  the  day  the  brought  her  gucNts  to  cuU  ut 
Mordaunt.  &\k  wiim  much  afraid  of  meeting 
her;  and  it  would  be  hard  to  say  if  ithe  felt 
most  surprised,  relieved,  or  disgusted,  when  her 
ladyKJiip  received  her  » ith  all  her  former  warmth 
of  manner,  overwhelmed  her  with  expressions 
of  affection,  and  treated  her  with  a  tort  of 
compassionate  tntdernenH  whidi  wan  quite  pro- 
voking. 

Augusta  had  resolved  to  allow  her  itutt  she 
eould  no  longer  be  imposed  upon  by  her  ar> 
tifices ;  but  she  had  also  mode  a  wise  detcrnii- 
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foolish  enough  (o  be  afraid  of  Charles  i  but  I 
havo  now  IcanMnl  to  love  and  valueliim  an  b« 
deserves  and  I  can  iiover  again  fed  any  appre- 
AeHtiom  of  liiin." 

-^  1 1  Lady  Agnes  had  blushed  vhcn  first  Captaia 
Monlaiint'M  iijtine  wii«  nictitJonn}.  yot  hIm:  was 
not  a.sluinml  lo  Koiile  with  |fteasurt:  wht-n  bhi' 
heard  the  eiilogiuni  tieslowMl  upon  him  by  his 
aistcr.  Ladjr  Caroline  was  vexed  at  the  turn 
thtt  conversation  bad  laken;  but,  without  he- 
traying  this,  she  inquired  carelesdy  '*  if  the 
Captain  «as  soon  expected  at  Mordaunt  ?" 

"  I  few  not,"  answered  Aufrustn:  "  but  I 
really  haw  nut  the  least  idea  when  we  nuiy  b» 
likely  to  m-c  bim  again." 

"  I  am  very  Mjrry,"  pursued  I.jidy  Caroline, 
**  that  he  is  not  coming  luunc:  I  much  want 
to  meet  hitn  once  more.  I  had  formerly  Mich 
dcplornble  taste  as  twt  particularly  to  lilte 
your  brother  Charles ;  but  t  have  he^rd  him  so 
eonMiintly  prtiiml  during  the  liwt  two  mnnlhis 
that  I  am  Mint  he  mu«t  lie  a  moat  eharniing 
and  estimable  peraon.  I  am  perfectly  provok- 
ed with  my*clf  for  having  known  him  so  long, 
without  having  hiul  the  wit  to  find  out  what 
others  in  thi»  huuiie  iliflcoveml,  I  believe,  the 

Erl  tiinc  tlu-y  saw  him." 
■ttaek  was  loo  [tcTKonnl  to  be  misunder- 
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stood.  Lftdy  Agnea  had  hitherto  afiected  out 
to  pcrceirc  that  her  sister's  obwrvatimu  were 
jiitei}ded  to  apply  to  Her ;  she  now  rose,  gave 
Lady  Caroline  uno  look  of  calm,  Jiuligtuiit  cvn- 
traipl,  and  walke«l  away  to  tho  other  bide  of 
the  room. 

Lady  C«ru1ine'a  eye  uink  beneath  hergUuioe; 
yet  she  titHtantly  endeavoured  to  laugh  off  her 
cottfuKion. 

'*  1  did  not  thiuk,"  tlie  said,  '*  that  my  gentle 
lister  Agues  euuld  have  put  on  uich  a  haughty 
air  of  defiance;  did  you,  Augusta?  U|>on  my 
word,  1  believe  she  mi^lit  be  able  to  act  tlw 
pari  oia  tragedy  queen  very  creditably." 

Tbeu  in  a  difftfreni  lone  iihe  added — "  Speak- 
ing more  seriously,  I  uiii  gbui  that  I  have 
driven  her  atvay  at  last.  I  had  tio  idea  of 
allowing  her  to  slick  herself  into  your  pocket 
all  night,  merely  because  she  wi&hei  you  to 
tell  your  brother  the  next  time  you  write  to 
hini  what  u  ilelightful  creature  you  consider 
Lady  Agnes  Murlimer.  Depend  u])ou  it,  her 
pnsent  kind  nlleniions  tojrou  spring  eniirvly 
froni  her  rt-ilccled  affection  for  him :  you  may 
recollect  that  she  was  itot  so  fund  of  you  befurc 
she  was  aequaiitted  with  Cnptaio  Mordauut." 

Augusta  had  Ik-cii  much  shocked  by  Lady 
Caroline's  ilt-imture  to  her  sister;  and  she  was 
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anv  link-  incltoed  to  smile  at  her  spitrful  wit, 
or  to  NppUitd  hcrmaliciDui  niiuirkB. 

"  I  am  nfraicl,"  she  rcpli«l  grnrcly.  '*  thnl 
it  was  my  own  fault  if  Ijidy  Agiws  <liKlikitl 
me  when  first  1  knew  her ;  I  shall  tlierefore 
fwl  cxtntncly  obliged  to  ber  if  she  ia  williog 
to  forgtt  my  past  conduct." 

Lady  Caroline  6xod  bor  cyc-s  keenly  upon 
MiM  Murdnunt  for  a  minute  or  two. 

"  I  hail  hfnrd,"  she  obwrTc<l,  *'  that  Miw 
Stanley  had  made  a  Sfelliudist  of  you;  but  I 
fancied  that  you  were  not  a  sort  of  person  to 
become  ridiculously  orer<righleouB.  I  find, 
however,  (hat  I  have  been  mistaken  in  my 
e»timste  of  your  diuracter ;  and  I  have  m>  much 
regard  for  you,  that  1  am  anrry  for  it.  It  ia 
evident  enough  that  the  good  ^t  is  strongly 
upon  you  just  now  ; — you  need  not  attempt  to 
deny  it :  yet  I  flatter  myself  that  it  is  far  too 
violent  to  prove  laitiog.** 

Ttie  ccilmir  row  indignantly  to  Aitgusla'« 
cheek ;  hut  »l)e  Ntrugglcd  to  command  ber  feel- 
ings, as  slie  answered, — 

**  I  well  remember  your  warning  mc  long  ago 
that  our  neighbour!*  were  Methodists.  I  did 
not  at  thai  time  know  anything  about  their  re- 
ligious principlei,  but  I  ean  now  positively 
assure  you  that  they  are  strictly  orthodox." 
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She  patiKC((,  and  then  continued  in  a  calmer 
voice, — "  I  Iiave  met  with  few  people  so  truly 
good  QH  Misa  Slanlcy.  I  owe  a  great  deal  to 
her  Itiiiclness,  and  I  cannot  bvar  (u  hear  her 
s]>Dki.-n  of  ivproachfully.  I  care  not,  Lad^ 
Caroline,  how  much  j-ou  mny  omuM  yourwlf 
at  mif  cx]K-nfn; — I  am  very  willing  to  listen  to 
you  while  you  liiugh  at  me:  hut  it  really  gives 
me  pain  when  you  attempt  to  turn  my  friend 
jnlo  riilicule." 

*'  Vou  are  grown  extremely  chivalrous,  my 
dear,"  exdaimod  her  ladyship,  with  an  evidml 
alteration  of  manner;  "and  although  I  can- 
not exaclly  enter  into  your  M-iitimentH,  I  know 
how  to  respi'ct  the  giKxl  feeling  you  havo  ex- 
pressed :  and  I  will  promiKcyou  never  again  tu 
talk  !i]igh()n){ly  of  Kli.ts  Stanley  in  your  bear- 
ing. But,  before  we  take  leave  of  the  Stanley*, 
do  tell  me,  Auguslii,  whether  it  k  actually  true 
that  Miss  Lnura  refused  otir  friend  Sir  Charids 
Parker.  The  story  has  bei-n  piihlished  by 
various  authorities;  but  it  app<^'ars  so  vtry  ex- 
iraordiitary,  that  I  can  scarcely  bring  niysdf 
to  believe  it." 

"  JIad  anything  relating  to  this  affair,"  re- 
plied Augusta,  "been  communicated  to  me  in 
conltdcML-e,  I  nhould  of  course  have  frit  bound 
to  conceal  it.     All  I  can  »ay  is,  thai  I  know 
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$ir  Charles  was  supposed  to  be  much  in  love 
«ilh  L^iir.i,  by  ihow  who  saw  ihem  loj;elher 
Utcly;  »iid  I  may  add,  that  wbcD  1  heard 
the  report  of  his  haviog  proposed  to  hvr,  / 
entertained  do  doubt  of  ita  bi-ing  a  correct 
□ne." 

**  A  very  guarded,  Uiploinatic  answer," 
thought  Lady  Canjlioe.  '*It  is  strange,"  she 
rcaiarked  aluutl,  *'  that  you  somehow  possess 
ihc  art  of  always  hringiiig  me  over  to  your 
opinion.  As  you  have  persuaded  mc  of  the 
authenticity  of  one  report  concerning  Miss 
I^aura  Stanley,  I  imagine  I  may  conclude  thai 
the  other  rumour  relating  to  her  is  eiiually 
well  founded." 

"  I  lutrc  never  happened  to.  hear  any  other 
rumour." 

Your  initocent,  unsuspcctiog  face  is  too 
1  diverting,"  pursued  her  ladyship.  "  You  ccfr 
I  tainly  do  know  how  tu  keep  u  secret  nio»t  iid- 
'  ciirably  ;"  (Augusla  reddened  ;)  "  but  yet  you 
,  caoDot  attogelher  deceive  me.  I  am  wi;ll  aware 
[ihM  it  could  not  be  possible  for  your  brother 
[ICdwnrd  and  your  friend  to  carry  on  a  quiet 
Itltle  Hirtalton  under  your  very  eyes,  without 
^your  perceiving  wluit  was  going  forward.  I 
will  not  distress  you  by  askiug  you  any  more 
[^questions,  since  I  see  that  you  are  nut  U  liberty 
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'to  ulisfjr  my  curionty.  My  conjectures  m 
now  conflnned  ;  and  1  may  .iur«ly  ciinlc-iit  iny- 
self  with  havitij;  first  sKertained  the  cerlainty 

Htbat  Sir  Charles  did  propose,  and,  secondly, 
with  having  solved  the  puzzling  enigma  of  the 
baronvt'»  n-jcclion." 

Auguxtii  was  cxcoKsirely  vexed  at  being  sub- 
jected to  tltne  Mirt  o(  interrugattona,  and  still 
more  provoked  at  Lady  Caroline's  assuming  a 
knowledge  of  her  family  secrets.  She  felt  much 
tempted  to  dispute  having  given  the  slightest 
wnction  to  the  suppositions  she  had  been 
pleased  to  advance  ;  but  a  moment's  reflection 
convinced  her  that  this  would  be  only  play- 
ing her  torn>eiitor's  game.  It  had,  in  fact,  been 
her  ladyajilp's  wish  to  goad  her  on  to  enter  into 
a  discussion,  and  she  was  mortified  at  finding 
ber  curiosity  baffled  by  her  determined  silence. 
It  would  have  been  an  additional  vexation  to 
her  haughty  spirit  to  permit  Augusta  to  sus- 
prct  tOie  had  foiled  her :  she  therefore  con- 
tinual the  conversation  in  her  u«u4d  lively  style, 
«i>d  tnlke<l  u|>(>n  various  subjects  with  great 
nnimation. 

It  was  a  relief  Iwth  to  Lady  Caroline  and  to 
Misa  Mordauat,  when  their  ifU-^-tiu  was  at 

Hdast  broken  in  upon  by  some  of  the  gentlemen. 

HA*  soon  OS  her  companion  Iwcame  engaged  in 
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deep  discourse  v,-it)i  two  of  her  I»ncIoii  flirtii, 
AiiguHln  touk  llic  opportunity  of  making  her 

'etcape,  and  of  joining  Lady  Agnes. 

"  She  has  actually  de&ened  roe  —  gone  over 

i  to  the  opposite  parly !"  said   Lady  Caroline, 
then  Miss  Murdaunt    was   out  of  hearing. 

'  *'  Ungrntcfui  girl !  I  have  not  deserved  »uch 
trcAtinviit  from  her!  And  yet  >Jie  icai  such  a 
ch&nniDg  creature,  and  she  I'j  still  so  beautiful, 
ba^.}  can  scarcely  find  in  my  heart  to  feci 
tngry  with  her." 
*' I  cannot  pretend  to  decide  what  degree  of 

''blame  Mi««  Morduiint  moy  dcwrve,"  remarked 
one  of  the  young  nten,  for  whose  edification 
theiK  words  had  been  spoken,  "  until  I  under- 

['•tiuid  the  nature  of  the  offence  she  has  com- 

I  mitted  against  yoa." 

"  Her  temper  has  been  a  little  toured,  poor 

[thing  !  by  her  recent  disappointment,"  replied 

[  lier  ladyship ;  "  she  ought  to  be  pitied  for  that 
misfortune.  But,  what  is  still  worte,  ah«  ii 
gTX)wn  a  shocking  Mctliwliwt.  She  was  ((uite 
•condalized  by  my  wicked  observations  ttv.night: 
vitb  the  strait-laced,  puritanical  ideas  she  has 
unluckily  acquired,  I  cannot  imagine  how  she 

I  will  ever  again  he  able  to  acromniodate  hcrsolf 
to  the  sinful  practices    of  unsaintly  London 

I  Bodety." 
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H  "  Oh,  do  not  fear  that,"  continued  the  utbtr 
^P  gentleman.  "  Depend  upon  ft,  stiv  wilt  have 
forgotten  her  faithless  luver,  ami  hnve  becoioe 
tired  of  her  sanctity,  long  before  &Iie  goei  to 
town.  You  must  have  Itntrd  the  old  Mjiof, 
(it  is  nut  n  very  clt^ganl  one  to  quote  to  a  lady,) 
which  tells  u«,  ihiic 

■  When  tlw  ikvil  ¥ru  nek,  the  devil  *  BMDk  woold  bt; 
Bui  wlieo  ibe  devil  got  w«11,  tbe  dcril  I  monk  WM  h*.'" 
*'  That  adage  i»  certainly  not  new  to  me' 
answcrnt  Lady  Caroline,  laughing ;  "  and  there 
is  no  diKputiiig  that  it  may  be  well  applied  (o 
the  cate  vr<>  arc  oonsidenng.  My  conscience 
will  not  allow  mc  to  add,  however,  that  you 
hav<!  dUpluyod  much  gallantry  in  comparii^ 
poor  dear  Auguxta  to  so  ugly  and  «li<Kking  ■ 
prototype  a»  his  Satanic  Majesty." 

In  this  umnner  did  her  ladyship  divert  her*] 
self  and  her  father'is  guents  by  quiizing  anal 
de}ireciatiug  her  former  J'avotiriU,  until  sh»] 
gi-ew  weary  of  the  suhjecl.  and  conM.-(|uently  [ 
changed  it  for  sonic  othiT. 

In  the  mean  time,  Lady  Agnes  and  Augu»lii 
feeling  now  mutually  dispoeed  to  be  pleased^ 
with  each  other,  very  soon  forgot  that  they  ha 
not   origiiuilly   considered   themselves   kindr 
spirits.    They  were  talking  very  comforiabty^ 
when  they  hap|K:»c<l  at  th«  sanic  insUiit  tti 
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direct  their  eyes  towards  ihc  parly  at  tho  otbn- 
cnd  of  llir  room,  who  werr  <-vi(]eiitly  wstcliinj; 
thitn,  and,  u  llicy  truly  wnpecled,  exercising 
their  vtit  m  their  expense.  Both  became  silent ; 
and  after  considering  for  a  few  niomcnu,  Lndy 
Agnc«  Mtid, 

*'  As  Caroline  is  my  sister,  you  may  tliink 
the  hint  I  aw  going  to  give  you  rather  strange  ; 
but  I  assure  you  it  is  kindly  intended.  It  has 
Btruck  me  this  evening,  that  you  and  sitearc 
not  upon  such  rrit^ndly  tL-rinn  oa  you  funnerly 
mrn  I  do  not  uri»h  to  inquire  tfio  cause  of 
this  chunge ;  I  have  no  doubt  her  caprice  haa 
afiorded  you  provocation :  but  let  me  recom. 
mend  you  upon  no  account  to  quarrel  nJih  bcr. 
Those  who  live  much  with  her  must  submit  to 
her  tmpertinefwe;  for  nothing  but  vcMilion 
and  delV-at  is  to  be  gained  by  opjxtsing  it.  She 
has  always  dcelarcd  that  she  was  charmed  with 
you  the  first  instant  she  saw  you — that  wa.-*  |>er- 
haps  not  very  extraordinary.  Vou  continued 
to  be  her  favoured,  flattered  fritnd  for  more 
than  a  year — which  was,  I  confess,  rather  more 
wonderful,  as  she  is  a  little  apt  to  tire  of  her 
dear»t  a*Miciati.-s.  When  thii*  happens,  it  is  not 
her  practice  to  give  tiKin  up, —  they  merely 
exi>ericDov  m  diminution  of  her  ufiVction.  ,J[( 
will,  therefore,  be  extremely  easy   for  you  it 
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present  (o  maintain  a  KtubUnci'  of  amity  with 
her. 

•*  It  ia  one  of  Caroline's  niaxiinv,  '  that  there 
is  nothing  so  Toolish  as  fvuds  hetvreeu  friends.' 
It  is  her  principle,'  gh«  uy*,  '  to  be  upon 
civil  (L>rinK  with  everybody  ;  but  if  any  person 
)*  wrong-headed  enough  to  insist  upon  driving 
her  la  extremity,  &he  can  then  act  a  Spaniard's 
part,  and  declare  war  to  tAe  knift^  " 

Augusta  thanked  Lady  Agnc«  very  f^rale- 
fully  for  the  warning  sho  had  given  her;  but, 
thinking  of  Lady  Caroline  ns  ^i«  did,  it  was 
difficult  to  speak  uf  her  vriili  sincerity  to  so 
near  a  n-Lilion, — and  her  new  friend  seemed  to 
understand  this. 

After  she  retired  to  her  own  room,  she  mused 
long  upon  the  occurrcncvsof  the  evening,  and 
upon  (he conduct  ofeachofthcr^dy  Mortimers. 
The  more  she  admired  the  kindneK*  and  for- 
bearance of  the  one,  the  inore  deeply  disgusted 
did  she  feel  with  the  ill-nature,  laelflshnesa,  and 
duplicity  of  lh«  other ;  and,  a^  she  contrasted 
tlieir  characters  in  her  niiiid,  she  was  much 
mortified  at  having  undervalued  Lady  Agnes, 
and  proportionally  ashamed  of  having  looked 
up  to  her  sister  almost  as  to  a  divinity. 

Meanwhile  Lady  Caroline  was  indignant  at 
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discovering  tlint  Miss  Morditiint  OMMBO  loDgev 
be  either  <lu|>t'(i  or  ititimidalcU  hj  htr  aitjfleeB. 
She  liopt^  the  informatioD  she  had  given  her 
concerning  I^rd  JMmore's  private  proceedings 
wouM  eflectiially  prevent  her  ever  tifiireeing  to 
a  union  with  him.     She  considered  her  grow- 
ing intimacy  with   Lady  Agnes  as  mortifying 
to  her  p<?rsonaI  vanity,  and  consequently  as  a 
very  unpardonnhlL-  ufieiKe.     Her  own  boasted 
fricndiiliip  fur  Augusta  liad  been  wholly  of  an 
intemleid  nature.     She  had  thought  her  beau- 
liful^^she  had   rendered  her  fashionable,  and 
ahe  had  perhaps  been  amused  by  the  Haiveli  of 
her  conversation;    yet   shv  had  not   scrupled 
deliberately   to  sap  the  foundation  of  all  her 
good  principles,  in  order  to  be  able  more  snc- 
crtsfully  (o  destroy  her  happiness.     Her  plans 
had  unfortunately  answered  too  well ;  and  when 
her  victim  seemed  now  inclined  to  receive  her 
treacherous  advances  with  unwonted  coldness, 
she  was  unrcawnable  enough  to  be  highly  ex- 
asperated against  her. 

There  was  little  viable  difference  in  Lady 

Caroline's  manner  towards  Augusta :  but  she 

I        constantly  contrived,  as  if  unintcolionully,    to 

I       My  Tcry  bitter,  disagreeable  things  to  her  i  and 

I       when  she  spoke  of  her  to  others,  she  endea- 
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Toured,  undrr  an  afFcctfttion  of  jnty,  to  plan- 
her  ill  a  contemptible  or  ridiculuuR  point  of 
view. 

"  I  used  to  cicliglit  in  Augusta  MordauBt* 
observed  »ho  cardvssly  ool-  day  to  sn  audience 
of  getilU-nien  :  "  I  wss  ({uiti'  fascinated  by  her 
MtijKuIar  Wattty  and  simplicity:  I  ndmin-  her 
very  much  slill;  but  (lie  charm  beginii  to  Iom 
its  power,  and  I  suspect  she  is  better  suilL-d  to 
be  Agnes'B  friend  thau  mine.  She  ia  a  fuolinh, 
romantic  girl ;  with  loo  little  character  to  be 
able  to  form  a  judgment  for  hrrscif,  and  too 
little  spirit  to  dare  to  act  according  to  her  own 
inclination.  She  may  lulk  !teiiiinicnt  and  mo> 
rality  to  my  gooil,  amiable  siller,  all  day  long; 
it  would  bore  me  to  death  to  listen  to  her,  btil 
Agnes  will  hear  her  very  patiently." 

Augusta  borv  I^y  Caroline's  insolence  with 
great  It-nipi-r,  though  slic  often  longed  to  retort 
upon  her  and  re*ent  it.  l^pon  no  occasion  did 
she  entirely  lose  her  M'lf-command,  and  uuder 
all  her  vexatioiiK  (Jic  found  much  comfort  io 
the  i>up|>(>rt  fliw  received  from  I.iidy  Agnes.  In 
short,  the  society  of  the  latter  tmuii  became  ao 
agreeable  to  Iter,  that  she  felt  no  reawin  to  n~ 
gret  being  partiiilty  eslranged  from  the  tolerie 
of  her  original  frieii<l. 
llr.  Mordaunt  did  not  make  the  slightest 
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diminution  ia  the  uiiiduoua  hoinage  ti«  had  been 
accustomed  to  pay  to  I^y  Caroline  Mortimer ; 
yet  he  contrived  to  treat  Lady  Agnes  alw  with 
peculiar  ntlcntion.  Mrs.  Mordnkint  visibly  en- 
couraged the  intinucy  between  her  ladyship 
MuJ  her  daughter;  and  tl>e  erniing  before  they 
were  to  return  hone,  fihe  ventured  to  aak  I.ady 
Estonville  if  ^e  would  tru&t  Lady  Agnea  to 
her  care,  and  allow  her  to  spend  a  few  days  at 
MorciauDt  whenever  she  could  conlrive  to  part 
with  bcr. 

The  countess  smiled  graciously  upon  this 
propoxal ;  Liidy  Agnes  wiis  called  to  assist  iit 
Ibe  council;  an  early  day  was  fixed  fur  her 
tisil,  and  Augusta  very  warmly  expressed  the 
pleasure  she  felt  at  aa  agreeable  an  arrnngcment. 
Lady  Caroline,  who  saw  that  lometliing  was  in 
agitation,  citme  forward  to  leani  what  it  might 
be.  She  took  no  part  in  the  discuiinioii ;  but 
when  the  young  ladies  were  out  of  Lndy  Es. 
tonville's  hearing,  she  became  very  liberal  in 
her  remarks  upon  the  subject. 

'*  1  approve  uinaicingly,"  she  said,  "  of  ihia 
little  schentc  which  our  (wo  mammas  have  pro- 
jected 10  nicely  between  them.  It  will  be  lh« 
mo«t  agreeable  thing  fur  you,  Agnes,  that  can 
l>o&ubly  be  fancii-d.  I  will  not  mention  the 
pleasure  you  will  feel  in  being  with  our  dear, 

VOU  II.  L 
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Mortlaunt,  tuniliiig,  '*  since  the  nmiwion  was 
mamma's,  and  not  mine.  Of  coume,  it  would 
have  given  me  double  sali&facrion  to  have  seen 
you  botb." 

"  Oh,  I  api  convinced  that  it  would :  I  was 
not  angry  with  you  tn  canicat,  ma  btUe,  so  you 
ne«l  not  put  on  llint  friglili-ned  face.  Vour 
pretty  littlr  compliment  ii  ibe  more  valuable, 
too,  bceaute  I  know  you  have  fonworn  flat- 
tery, and  are  beoome  too  good  a  girl  to  dare  to 
tell  stories  br  to  make  mipty  profKsions.*' 

The  next  morning  Lady  Caroline  Mortimer 
made  her  appi-arancc  with  an  open  letter  in  ber 
band. 

'*  I  have  jukt  received  a  mo&i  important  com- 
munication," she  exclaimed,  "  from  that  inter- 
esting friend  of  mine,  Miss  Carewcll.  She  wnl 
it  by  an  express,  and  her  courier  has  directions 
(o  wait  for  my  answer.  Now,  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, AS  Iicr  proposal,  or  rather  her  re<)uest, 
concenis  the  public  in  general  nearly  a*  much 
a*  it  does  me  in  particular,  I  ought  not  to  lose  a 
moment  in  pUcing  it  before  you.  It  seems  that 
Miss  ('are  well  and  scTeral  other  benevolent  ladies 
in  her  neighbourhood  are  extremely  anxious  to 
get  up  a  bazaar  at  Soincrlon  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Dispensary,  t)>c  Poor-house,  or  some  insti- 
tution,— I  do  not  exactly  remember  what  i  bul 
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yourself  wtim  your  lo(t«n  arc  ad<]rrsscd  to  her. 
It  ia  certainly  very  fair,"  ikIiImI  \k,  '*  thnt  they 
should  expect  us  to  support  a  bazaar,  or  any- 
(hifig  elfte  of  the  kind  ttut  Ibvy  may  be  nUe 
to  net  on  foot  at  Somerton." 

"  I  have  not  yet  told  you  half  my  story," 
continued  Lady  Caroline.  "  Miss  Carcwell  is 
a  little  unreawinabie,  for  she  implores  me  to 
hitervtt  my  numerous  friendii  in  behalf  of  Iwr 
scheme ; — in  other  words,  to  plague  all  my  hc- 
quaintaoce  to  misspend  their  lime  in  workinff 
for  her,  and  to  waste  their  money  in  buying 
rubbis))  which  nobody  can  want." 

"When  is  the  bazaar  to  take  place?"  in- 
quired Lord  Kttonville,  who  perhaps  wi»]ieil 
to  iitop  t)>e  How  of  his  daughter's  satirical  elo- 
quence. 

"  The  first  week  in  the  new  year,  1  believe. 
Tlw  projcclorti,  with  considerate  kindness,  are 
anxious  to  aflord  nmmmax  and  papax  an  op- 
portunity of  providing  theniM-lvot  with  pretty 
(;hri»tmas  presents  for  all  the  little  masters 
and  misses  who  will  at  that  time  be  at  home 
for  their  lioli<lay*." 

■'  That  is  not  ttl  imagined,"  ol)»crvod  Mr. 
Morditiint  with  a  sneer.  "  Bazaars  are  abo- 
minable nuisance*;  there  really  ought  to  be 
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some  proteclivf  mrastiro  devised  to  shield  om 
aj^ainst  their  vcxnttousmcruachments  upon  oiK''i 
puree  an<)  onv's  imtienoe." 

"  And  yet,  tifrrr  «U,"  pursued   Ladjr  Cd 

liiWt  suddenly  clungiug  her  lone,  "  it  will 

rather  good  fun  to  go  over  with  a  large  [deaunt 

party,  to  aee  Kltss  Carewell  in  all  her  glory, 

surrounded  by  the  SomertoD  ladies,  her  attt-od- 

ant  satellites.     I  can  perfectly  fancy  the  whole 

ttCftfr."  J 

*'  Lady  KstonviUe,"  said  llie  earl,   "  dnce ' 

we  are  all  to  support  this  baiiaar,  we  must  pcr- 

tuade  our  friends  froin  Mordauni  to  cuine  orer 

herv  and  spond  the  week  with  us  wheni-vt-r  It 

uccuni.     Mr.  Mordaunt  will,  I  fear,  be  iitdiiicd 

to  >et  his  face  agdaat  auch  a  proposal ;  but  if 

he  will  consent  to  joia  us  at  filstonrille,  we  will 

fOgagenot  to  insist  upon  hU  aocompanving  m 

to  Sanertoa.     Your  youngest  son,"  concluded 

Ims    addrewng    himsdf  to   Mra.   MordauntM| 

"will,   I  KuppofiV,  be  then  with  you;  and  I 

trust  kt  will  not  refuse  to  make  one  of  t>ur 

)tarty.     I  suspeit  it  would  be  in  vain  to  invite 

I  the  captain  to    travel  from  Sooilai»d   to  dtffl 

I  Imnia^  to  Miss  Carewetl.      Iler  smiles  would 

^_^    KARcly   reward   liim    for  the   trouble  of  his. 

^1  jouroiy;    (hough   1  have   board  it   wlus[: 
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ifast  fhe  once  imagined  be  waa  desperately  in 
love  with  ber.  Should  he,  huwever,  accidentally 
happen  to  eoinv  into  ihit  nci^hbuurlKXxl  before 
the  bazaar,  it  would  of  courxe  give  us  much 
easure  to  coDsider  him  included  in  your  en^ 
gagemeiit.'' 


^ 
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1  lUak  M  M»;  ibr  DCTM  Kued  ibe  mean 
Upoe  tke  wucr, «  h«  H  tawl  nd  rad, 

ArcrsTA  Mowurnr  wrote  her  eldest  brother 
•  loag  accnunt  of  her  vuj(  at  Kstoovillr.  She 
4ncrib«d  tu  htm  the  mxnner  in  which  »he  had 
been  n-c«tve«l  by  Ladv  Caroline  Mortinn^,  and 
tbr  aorl  of  terms  upon  which  Ihcy  now  stood : 
■ad  while  Av  spoliv  with  rathusiKstn  of  L«dy 
Agnes,  the  Mid  »he  believed  she  wu  indebted  to 
lu  good  offices  for  the  kiitdnera  >fae  bad  *howo 
lowuds  her. 

Cbarics  wa*  too  wetLbird  not  to  return  m 
■p«<«lr  answer  of  thanks  for  this  interesting 
roinmiinicathwi;  and  at  the  end  of  hts  letter, 
hr  miuntetl  his  sister  to  let  him  know  the  exact 
day  on  which  the  expected  her  new  friend  at 
Mofdannt. 

It  happened  that  Lad_T  Agn<«  wa«  unoE^  to 
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fulfil  her  engagement  at  the  period  she  hod 
original))-  ioteoded.  The  unlooked-for  arrival 
uf  some  formal  relations  then  dctaiitvd  licr  tx 
home;  but  after  this,  and  a  variety  of  othor 
delays,  she  had  at  length  the  s«ti»farlion  of 
making  out  her  pronii»ed  visit.  Tlie  pU-anure 
her  ho«t  and  hoislet*  expmied  at  teeing  Iht 
was  very  flattering,  and  she  was  still  more 
gratidrd  by  the  deh'glit  that  licamed  in  Au- 
gusta's oountononce. 

"  We  ore  i}»ite  alone  lo-day,"  saicl  Mrs. 
MordaunI,  as  she  conducted  her  guest  to  her 
room  before  dinner.  '*  To-morrow  l>r.  Stanley 
and  his  daughters  are  coming  to  stay  with  us, 
and  I  tru»l  you  will  think  them  pleasant  people. 
Augusta  would  not  allow  mc  to  invite  a  party ; 
she  pleaded  that,  if  she  hn«l  many  other  visitors 
to  atteaul  to,  she  sltould  not  be  able  to  enjoy 
j«wir  soctety." 

f>  Lady  Agocs  truly  declared  that  site  should 
have  been  quite  mortified  if  it  hod  been  con- 
sidered necesMU-y  to  at.k  eoniiMiny  to  entertain 
hen  at  the  same  time  she  added  that  it  wouhl 
give  her  much  satisfaction  to  make  the  M)i>.-< 
Stanleys'  acquaintance. 

Lady  Estonville  had  allowed  her  daughter 
to  be  absent  a  week  ;  and  the  hours  glided  so 
agreeably  away,  that  when  evening  come  round, 
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htiy  AgBM  ■!«•}'■  Ml  •orry  to  think  utolbcr 
6mj  vu  gone.     She  found  Aogosta  •  w; 

taf^og  compmoa ;  ilie  «m  mucih  pi— kI 
villi  Laura  Siuileir.  Bud  »he  looked  up  to  her 
MMer  vith  groat  e«t«eQt.  Nor  inu»t  it  be  for- 
gotten,   that  the  riders  of  the  p^rty  were  aJl 

luiing  pertons  in  their  different  viys,  and 
th«l  ibejr  were  deairou*  to  render  ihcmsdves 
so  to  her. 

Dr.  Stulcj  and  his  eldest  daughter  left  Hor< 
daunt  Parle  before  the  Sundajr ;  but  ibey  agreed 
thai  Laura  iboiild  remain  thcrv  till  Lady  Ague* 
Moctimcr  (clunted  to  Estonville. 

Tbt days «M* now  very  ihort;  andtheevcn- 
inf  bef  )i«  tb«  trio  wa«  to  be  lirokoi  up,  the  i 
roung  ladies,  who  had  juit  come  back  from  • 
late  walk,  had  eMabli^Jied  ihetnseli'es  round 
tbc  tire.  Mrs.  Murdaunt  had  retiml  to  her 
own  apartment,  and  it  was  growing  so  dusk 
that  objects  out  of  doors  were  ccarcely  dis- 
oecuibi*. 

*'*  When  sImII  we  three  meet  again?'"  re- 
Mtiktrl  AugusU  thoughtfully.  "  I  am  so 
aorty  to  ooOMder  that  our  delightful  ratnble 
iht«  tnoraing  was  ihv  last  we  shal)  lakv  toge- 
ther at  pment !  It  really  aeeou  too  much  good  , 
fortune  to  have  had  you  both  staying  here  «l 
the  Miuc  time;  and  indeed  1  cannot  express  to 
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you  how  much  heartfelt  cojoyment  your  society 
hu  afToTili-tl  me." 

Before  cither  of  Iter  fricnda  could  nioke  her 
any  reply,  iliey  were  all  niuth  Alnrllod  hy  hear- 
ing ihe  lound  of  a  carriaj^  driving  up  li>  the 
house'door. 

"  A  visitor  !"  exclaimed  AugusU.  "  Who 
can  possibly  he  coming  to  mc  us  ?" 

A  blutb  apcvad  it«elf  over  Laurn'*  counter 
nance ;  and  Lady  Agnea  half  started  from  hvr 
cbair,  ircmhled  violently,  but  did  not  b^peak. 

Meanwhile  the  ittran^^er  had  gained  adinit- 
lance.  The  jingling  step  of  a  hack>cbai»  had 
l>een  let  down,  and  some  person  wiu  lieanl  ad- 
vancing towards  the  drawiog-rooni.  Augmtta 
listened  attentively  for  a  moment, 
1  *'  It  is  Charle*  !"  cried  she  in  a  joyful  tone: 
**  I  cannot  be  mittakei>  in  /lit  footstep.  What 
a  weteocie — what  a  delightful  surprise  !^  And 
she  darted  to  the  door  to  receive  him. 

The  n>ceting  bctwcco  the  brother  and  sister 
was  a  very  uffc-ctioiiale  oih;  on  both  itideii.  Cap- 
tain Mordaunt,  however,  soon  disengagetl  him- 
self from  Augusta,  and  walked  forward  to  greet 
her  companions,  whose  presence  he  perhaps 
expected:  he  deemed,  at  least,  to  be  perfectly 
aware  that  he  should  find  one  of  them  staying 
at  Mordaunt. 


J 
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Lad;  AgDtt  Iook«l  ver;  pale,  and  her  nun- 

ovout;  yrt  it  wks  impouibk 

.  it  gKw  bar  plcAsuK  u>  tec  hioi, 

«r  lo  MkapKt  th«l  dM  did  not  ipeak  uncerdT 

vhtB  she  lotd  hiB.  '*  that  the  was  vet;  j^ 

I  km  bad  aniral  at  Ikmik  bdbre  »bc  returned  to 


ti  to     J 


*-  And  tio«,  OmiIm,"  aaid  hi*  uator,  *' 
I  vmnfe  fta  iH|Bn»  what  has  procured  ut  tbe 
huffiaeM  «f  jrasr  wwipany.  aod  likeirite  whj 
jaa  Ad  aol  Had  na  aabc«  of  your  approach  f" 
MurdauDt    appeared   a  littk  ooa- 


-  Uj  dnr  AafuMa,"  be  replied,  "  I  muit 
.  ibal  jvar  qocaboac  are  tatfaer  io(}uw- 
b  Bot  ifae  pteacurv  of  wdog  you  a 
tdwanEOl  id  britif  ntr  to  Mordaunt  r 
AaA  aa  •■  My  BOl  baring  prm  you  proper 
«itHl|[  of  tbr  good  fertttne  that  await«d  you, 
1  «iB  «aly  aaawer.  that  a  sotdjer  is  not  sufB- 
aaiHljr  the  ■■anr  of  bia  own  actions  to  be  able 
m  MV  «te  he  arS  da  bibj  d^«  beforehand. 
Ba(  "ahiia  aaa  Vj  tatbcr  and  motber?  Arc 
tlM-t  t|utr  «aM  f" 

"^  They  a(«»  and  I  wUl  go  and  tcU  iheni  the 
MwJ  Bc««  oC  yvor  arrivaL" 

Kt*  Aufpnla  could  leA*c  the  nxas.  bowrvert 
Hf^  aai  Mtv  Uoedauot  made  their  appear- 
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They  had  Icanwd  ihc  C&aiv  of  thr  IjikiIc 
Ihey  h«Kitl  in  the  houie,  end  \>iui  hajttciMKi  to 
welcome  th^ir  son.  They  both  wondered  thai 
L'barles  did  not  explain  (he  reason  of  his  jour. 
ney  :  Mrs.  Mordaunt  feared  that  his  «ilifKe 
upon  the  sulij<-ct  boded  nothing  agreeable,  nncl 
the  could  at  length  restrain  her  curiosity  upon 
the  Kuhject  no  longer. 

■-**  It  iit  moHt  delightful  to  have  you  with- us," 
she  observed  :  *'  but  what  has  brought  you 
here  jURt  now?  — has  any  extraordinary  ar- 
ctunitance  occurred  ?" 

*'  None,  my  dearest  mother,  I  aiiHure  you  ; 
ao  pray  do  not  be  alarmed.  I  have  some  busi- 
ncM  upon  which  I  wish  to  consult  my  father; 
aod  »  I  judged  it  would  be  more  «atisfactory 
to  talk  it  over  with  him  than  to  explain  it  by 
letter,  1  have  travelled  here  for  that  purpose. 
I  trust  your  dinner-hour  is  not  very  disUnt : 

I  for  it  ta  lo  long  since  I  have  had  any  refresli- 
inent,  that  1  begin  to  feel  tolerably  hungry."  • 
"  Laura,^  whispered  Miss  Mordaunt,  as 
they  proceeded  together  towards  their  different 
■  rooms,  "  I  think  I  can  guess  the  nature  of 
my  brother's  butineu.  He  told  mo  the  truth, 
when  he  Knid  that  ho  came  home  for  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  a  fair  lady  at  Mordaunt ;  though 
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guUly  of  B  UlUe  cquirocsiion  in  pn- 

Uul  /  ■»  that  IkJjt.     Do  you  uodct- 
.J" 

"  I  brtirrv  1  do,"  replied  Laur^  uniling: 
"  iadenl,  I  iMd  akMdT  eotpeeted  comething  of 

<ra»  not  mntakcn  in  her  conjecture. 

Charies  wa*   left  alone   with  hi* 

r.  he  afmcd  his  wbule  miDii  to  faim — ctm- 

rttaetoBCBt   fur  Lady  AjR^nes  Mor- 

W  bopsd  Mr.  Mordaunt  admired 

thadaMgihtcr-iB-Uw  he  was  dcstfous  of  bringing 

iMaliibHaT — and  finaDy,  rcqiwMed  to  kwnr 

W  hm  omU  have  the  kiailBeiC  to  nuke  tuch 

Hnap^Bnti  as  ^^Ht  catitle  Uai  Id  todearour 

a»  ■bftm  tbv  TOttBg  lady's  coosent  to  bis  pro- 

fttimf  ft*  bar  to  due  torax  to  Lotd  KxtonviUe. 

Mr.  MordMal  kM  hi*  «n  be  had  Umg  tut- 

pi^mA  ibf  mat*  €i  Ml  Jhctiaw.  and  had  ran. 

Mqantly   atn^iid    l^y   Aj^dcs's    charaeter: 

t^  be  aracb  apptovvd  of  bb  choice ;  and  as 

«as  IB  TTcry  way  deatrable,  br 

to  do  alt  in  bis  power  to  pro- 

Ue  added,  that  be  was  hini. 

mti  j«M  ■>  pnamt  aMnnrbat  enbatraiaed  in 

Ikh  ibilMiTiiiTii :  but  tbu  if  Locd  EslooTtlle 

«w^  CWMT  fervatd  baDdMOiely,  be  had  no 

i^bl  tbe  MMuriagt  BJgbt  be  very  w«U  made  out. 
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CharicB  had  not  quite  expected  l\iM  hta 
Cuber  would  h^ve  entered  m  readily  into  hii 
views,  and  he  overwhelmed  biiu  with  expre»- 
aions  of  gratitude.  He  flattered  himself,  from 
a  thouMiHl  little  eircutnstancra,  that  Lady 
Agne«  liked  Iiini ;  yet  this  was  only  conjeclur? ; 
and  until  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  pleitd- 
■  ing  hifl  cause  to  her  explicitly,  and  of  obtaining 
a  oonlirmalion  of  )ii*  hope*  from  her  own  lips, 

I  he  fell  that  Iiik  chance  of  happiue^  was  ex- 
tremely insecure. 
When  the  tea  waa  removed,  Caplnin  %Ior- 
daunt  persuaded  T^dy  Agnes  to  look  over  ■ 
collection  of  foivign  views  which  he  had  Keveral 
tiraeM  <leM-ri{>ed  to  her.     She  had  not  examined 

(more  (ban  one  or  two  of  them,  l»cforc  lie  said 
in  a  low  voice, 
"  You  cannot  imagine  the  dreadful  suspense 
and  anxiety  I  have  suffered  since  we  parted.  You 
mutit  ret-uUect  the  last  walk  we  took  together! 
— though  I  believe  you  half  promiised  me  that 
you  would  try  to  forget  everything  about  it" 

'*  I  am  afraid  you  su»[»ect  then,"  rejilied 
Lady  Agnev,  "  that  1  am  not  always  careful  in 
k<i-ping  my  protiii&cs." 

"  That  was  an  eventful  morning  to  me,** 
continued  Charles,  without  adverting  to  her 
answer.     "  I  tlien  maile  a  discovery  which  in> 
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Ted  MO  perfectly  at  ber  ease  with  bini  as  nhe  had 
done.,  Sheailclci),  that  wbcn  he  becwne  belter 
IciMwn  lu  btrr,  nhe  bud  often  felt  a  great  incli- 
nation to  undeceive  bim,  and  bad  only  been 
deterred  (nm  doiog  so  by  the  diffictilly  of 
cnlcrinjf  into  Bueb  an  eiipUnation. 

l^lH:  thcii  alluded  to  her  former  engagement 
to  Lionel's  elder  brother ;  tbe  history  of  wliich 
&hc  briefly  but  discioctly  related.  And  at  last, 
whon  she  had  given  Charles  her  pemiintion  to 
plead  hJs  cause  to  her  father  and  mother,  ahe 
ooofnscd  a  hope  tliat  his  attachment  would  be' 
xanctiuucxl  by  their  approboiion. 

Captain  Mordaunt  joyfully  accepted  her 
allowance  lu  apply  to  Lord  Kstunville.  He 
acsured  her  ihia  was  exactly  what  he  had  been 
iiwfit  aoxioun  to  obtain  from  the  moment  of 
their  hist  sepnraiiun ;  and  that  he  had  beta 
con»tantly  oc<:u))ied  in  deviung  plans  of  re- 
tunUDg  into  ber  ndghbourbood  as  speedily  aa 
poBtible. 

He  said,  that  an  noon  as  he  leonil  from  bin 
sister  that  she  was  coming  to  Mordaunt,  he 
determined  to  be  there  to  meet  Iht;  but  that 
owing  to  ttie  delays  that  had  put  off  htrr  urrival 
from  on*r  period  to  anoilx-r,  he  had  at  lant  found 
I  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  his  leave,  and  hod 
■    almuM  de:ipaired  of  reaching  home  before  Iter 
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going  to  liiippen,  and  I  now  with  yoti  joy  with 
all  my  dcart.'" 

"  Thank  you,  good  kind  Augusta ;  but  take 
DO  farthpr  notice  At  present  of  wIibI  has  psa^ 
ed.  You  shall  hear  and  know  everything  to> 
morrow." 

Mi»*  Monlnunt  had  wished  Lady  Agnes  good 
night,  when  the  latter  called  her  back  into  her 
room,  and  asked  her  if  »be  would  twt  stay  with 
her  for  live  minutcH. 

"  Moat  readily,"  answered  Augusta. 

Lady  Agnes  shut  the  door,  stirred  the  6re, 
hesJtBted,  stammered,  and  at  length  remarked, 

"  I  begged  you  to  njinnin  with  me,  Iiecuiise 
there  H  a  secret  1  am  denrous  of  confiding  to 
you." 

AuguHta  took  pity  upon  her  confusion. 

'*  I  will  spare  you  all  farther  explauatiou," 
she  aaid,  "  for  I  know  very  well  what  you  were 
going  to  tell  me." 

Then  throwing  her  amis  aBectionatdy  round 
tier  neck,  the  continued, 

"  You  have  oonienled,  dearest  Agne«,  to  be- 
come my  sister — to  render  Charles  as  hap]iy  m 
he  deserves  to  be." 

Augusta  MordauDt'a  mantKr  waa  naturally 
engnging;  and  though  it  luid  at  one  period 
been  a  good  deal  tpoUt  by  afivclalion,  there 
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l,J<ord  KMonville  hrard  all  th[§  with  lecrel 
tatiafactiun  ;  but  in  urd^r  tu  ciihAiicx;  the  v&liie 
of  tun  cunipliance,  b«  usumvtl  ■  hauteur  of 
exprcMion  and  deiD^aoour  which  was  very  dis- 
couraging.  H«  fouod,  however,  that  Charin  was 
90  much  in  earnest  aa  not  to  be  easily  daunted; 
lie  therefore  paid  hini  some  flattering  persona) 
compliments,  and  after  having  gone  through 
thv  form  of  talking  of  wttletnents,  and  of  seem- 
ing to  wcif^h  thi;  poHiiibilily  of  betlowing  his 
daughter's  hand  upon  an  untitled  buitor,  he 
«t  length  told  Captain  Mordaunt,  "  that  if  hi* 
father  would  engs^  to  make  him  a  auitabl« 
provision,  he  should  have  rouoh  pleasure  in 
receiving  him  into  hi*  family." 

ftpChariex  hwl  too  proud  a  spirit  not  to  feel 
that  Lord  £«tonville  had  treated  him  more 
haughtily  than  he  had  any  right  to  do;  yet  he 
was  too  much  in  love  with  Lady  Agnev  to 
quarrel  with  the  tcnns  in  which  her  father 
hud  thuugiit  proper  to  couch  his  assent  to  bis 
pco]>uttal, 

V.The  earl  invited  him  (o  return  to  Kttonville 
eilher  llut  day  or  the  day  following,  and  to 
prevail  upon  Mr.  Mordaunt  to  accompany  liim  ; 
as  he  said  be  wa»  anxious  to  discu&s  oiatters 
with  tbc  httter  as  soon  as  possible. 

*'  You  roust  not  be  oSendcd,  my  dear  Captain 
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scarcely  And  Icuurt-  to  boetow  much  attecition 
u\tati  you- 

Lxly  Caroline  vru  oomplrtrly  ptiKiclcd,  and 
bcr  father  was  much  diverted  l>y  th«  rrpcau-d 
attempts  the  made  to  tinrawl  the  inystcrj'. 
He  a.'tturod  her,  "  that  the  apiH-arancv  of  lite 
guests  would  be  a  moM  agreetible  «urpri>e  to 
her."  And  to  mystify  her  more  entirely,  he 
adde<),  "  (hat  he  had  not  himaelf  been  aware 
of  their  spproacl)  until  several  hours  after  the 
arrival  of  the  post." 

Her  ladyiihip  wa»  by  nature  extremely  cu- 
rious,  and  she  never  could  Ijear  the  idea  of  not 
being  perfectly  acquainted  wilh  everything  that 
was  going  forward :  she  half  suspected  frum 
Lord  Estonville's  manner,  that  he  was  endea- 
vouring to  iin|x»>c  upon  her  cnilnlity;  and 
(laving  once  taken  thin  fancy  into  her  head,  she 
aoon  became  persuatleil  that  the  vi>itnrs  muH 
be  most  extraordinary  quizites.  They  were 
perhaps  electioneering  friendu:  ainl  iihe  deter- 
mined to  revenge  herself  upon  her  fulher  for 
having  leased  her  about  ihem,  by  laughing  at 
them  unmercifully. 

When  Lady  Agnes  reached  home,  she  found 
nobody  down-stairs  to  receive  her  but  her  sister. 
You  are  vi^y  late,"  said  Lady  Caroline: 
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smile,  "  before  the  two  f^nilemeQ  you  alluded 
lo  just  now  can  idmIcc  th«ir  appearonce.*' 

Ladj  Caroline  nmiinued  to  jj^ze  at  tier  niih 
much  ctirio>ity,  oud  th«  troiilct  liavc  pursued 
her  interriigiitionii,  had  nnl  n  frrvttnl  conic  into 
the  room  lo  say  that  Lady  Khtonville  uiahctl 
(o  Gee  Lady  Agnes  imtnediatety  in  her  uwn 
■partimtit. 

Her  Udytliip  Iisd  ecarocly  dqurled  lo  ohtj 
thU  Himmion*,  when  ht-r  fallwr  entered  the 
library. 

"  Where  is  Agne*?"  he  inquired:  "I  was 
told  she  was  retunte<l.'' 

"  She  is  just  gone  to  mamiua's  room,"  an- 
swered I^y  Caroline.  "  She  ought  really  to 
be  very  mwch  flattered  al  the  impatience  every 
one  »eein»  (o  feel  to  greet  Iicr  upon  her  arrival 
at  K«tut)ville  after  a  week's  absence." 

***You  hate  seen  your  wster,  then?"  conti- 
nued the  earl,  without  appearing  to  notice  his 
daughter's  spiteful  and  impertinent  obecrva* 
lion. 

'*  Yes,  1  had  a  passing  gliinp«e  of  her,  and 
no  more.  She  did  not  tell  me  what  >Jie  had 
been  doing  nl  Mordtiunt  i  but  it  mruck  me  thai 
her  friends  have  not  sent  her  home  in  very 
blooming  looks  or  hap):^  spirits-     I  hope  ihey 
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ihockod  and  displeased  at  his  daughter's  extra- 
urdinarj  behaviuur. 

"  Caroline,"  said  he  in  a  ton«  between  joke 
uk)  anger.  "  your  amazement  ii  really  an>u»- 
ing  !  — it  has  lilcraUy  struck  you  dumb ;  a  dr- 
cumitauce  I  never  remember  occurring  to  yuu 
before.  You  were  partly  prepared  for  thia 
agreeable  Hiirpri»c,  since  I  gave  you  notice  that 
something  of  llic  kind  was  impoodtng.  My 
^ecnt  is  a  secret  no  longer.  Lady  Caroline 
Mortimer,  allov  me  to  prc«i.-nt  Captain  Mor- 
(Inunt  to  you  as  your  future  brother-in-law," 

Lady  Caroline  contrived  to  stammer  out 
•omc  i-xprc&sioDs  of  happiness  and  congratula- 
ttoii ;  but  her  words  did  not  flow  with  their 
u^unl  cdm;  and  eloquence,  and  her  manner  did 
luA  imtntxliately  regain  its  accuslonied  grace. 

If  during  the  firtt  momcnlH  of  her  aatonish- 
ment  she  liad  betrayed  her  internal  feelings, 
she  was  too  thoroughly  accomplished  in  the 
art  of  dissimulation  to  permit  them  ul^erwarda 
to  be  perceptible:  and  while  jealousy,  malice, 
and  every  evil  paKsion  were  rankling  at  her 
heart,  khe  eanie  down  (o  dinner  with  a  smiling 
countenance,  addressed  her  converfstion  chiefly 
l»  Mr.  MordaunI,  and  declared  her  delight, 
her  enchantment,  at  the  idea  of  the  approach* 
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that  be  had  hinuelf  been  oblif^ed  to  set  out  by 
making  an  enormous  oulUy,  in  order  to  bring 
Rialler«  to  rights  again." — "This  he  mentioned," 
be  remarked,  "  in  strict  conjiiiemt.  The  incon- 
vctiicncv  coHKcquLTit  ii|>chi  thcitc  rvquiuti;  ex- 
peiues  wan,  of  course,  only  temporary ;  and  he 
now  regretted  it  the  morv,  as  it  would  prevent 
bio  settling  so  large  an  allowance  upon  his  «an 
as  l>e  wos  desirous  to  do." 

The  fortune  he  proposed  to  give  Charles  was 
not  perhaps  quiti-  so  handsome  as  Lord  Knton- 
ville  had  hoped  for,  yet  it  was  not  small  enough 
to  be  rejected.  He  biul  a  tolernbly  good  house 
about  twenty  mile*  from  Murduunt,  which  luid 
been  let  lo  the  same  tenant  for  nuiny  years; 
tiM  leute  wai  to  expire  in  eight  muntlu,  and 
tilts  place  he  uflered  to  furnish  and  put  into 
repair  for  his  son ;  while  the  earl  engaged  to 
give  bis  daughter  ten  thuusaDd  pounds  upou 
the  day  of  her  marriagL',  and  to  leave  ller  a« 
much  more  at  his  death. 

Charles  did  not  wish  to  remain  in  the  army 
■s  a  married  man;  and  as  the  arrangemeiiis 
rtwpecling  his  future  residence  would  require 
liwe,  it  wae  settled  that  his  union  with  Lady 
Agnes  sl)uul<]  not  take  place  for  a  year.  He 
expostulated  warmly  against  so  long  u  delay, 
yet  be  found  liimsvlf  at  last  obliged  to  submit 


TBS  UBIR  OF   MORDADNT. 


Mff 


CHAPTER  X. 


I 

I 

I 


tuhtUn. — Til  an  unlucky  accident  ind««d. 

Camitlo. — Ah,  labellft !  Fate  hu  now  ilttctminei]  ray 
■mdoing.    Tills  ihiug  can  iie*er  erul  lier«.    LMnon  and 

Lor«DK>  iniitt  Kooii  ci>n)«  lo  tome  «i|i1iiiiailon whicli 

mutt  disooTur  all. 

Sm  JouN  VAvBitveu. 

Ui8  cousin^M  inteD(I»l  tnarringc  Imd  Invn 
aniioiincetl  to  t/ord  Delinore  both  by  liernelf 
Kod  by  Captain  Mordnunt ;  ami  lie  hod  writ- 
ten to  eacb,  to  offer  them  his  warmest  congra- 
tuUtions,  am)  to  assure  tlii-m  of  the  hearlfeli 
plvasurc  the  intelligence  hat)  afTnrdcd  him. 

In  tlie  emi  of  his  letter  lu  Lady  Agiiei,  ha 
laid,  "  that  he  should  return  to  England  about 
Christinas,  and  should  make  a  point  of  stop- 
ping to  see  her  at  Estonville  in  his  way  to 
D'Arcy.*"  He  added,  '*  that  as  he  could  not 
now  expect  Morduunt  to  pay  him  the  long 
vitil  hs  had  promi»ed  him,  he  must  content 
himself  with  the  idea  of  Kpcnding  another  winter 
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afterwnrrts  fomented,  his  quarrel  with  the  un- 
Buspectitig  at>ji<<:t  of  hi*  nffct.-lion''. 

Lale  tn  the  month  of  December,  Ix»rd  Del- 
more  wrote  to  his  uncle  to  infonn  him  of  his 
arrival  in  I>indon,  and  his  intention  of  beinji;  aC 
Katonville  early  in  the  followinjj  wovk.  A  very 
large  party  was  aaaembied  there  at  that  gieriod ; 
and  bcMdes  strangers.  Lady  Mary  and  Mr. 
Carrington,  and  Philip  Mortimer,  were  speivd- 
inj;  the  Christmntt  season  with  their  family. 

Lionel  found  so  little  to  detain  him  in  town, 
ihiit  be  set  out  upon  his  journey  rather  KK>ncr 
than  he  had  proposed  to  do;  and  he  conwe- 
quently  reached  Estonville  before  he  woa  ex- 
pect<-d  there.  Ai>  he  made  his  appearance  late 
in  the  nflernoon,  evvryboily  was  dispersed  in 
different  directions,  and  he  did  not  find  a  crea- 
ture either  in  the  hall  or  the  library.  He  in- 
i|uired  if  Lady  Agnes  was  at  home,  but  wns 
lold  she  was  just  gone  out  in  the  carriage; 
•o  bo  quietly  took  possesion  »f  the  empty 
house,  thivw  himself  into  an  arm-chair,  and 
soon  became  involved  in  a  labyrinth  of  bitter 
and  di^lresidng  reflections. 

I.anl  Delninrc  was  at  length  startled  in  his 
reverie  by  the  sound  of  iipproitching  voices,  and 
he  quickly  dislinguishcd  thiil  I>ady  Caroline 
w«»  one  of  the  spcakcrt. 
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Thr  tibniry  «l  EIstooTiUe  ww  a  long  nxnu 
wiih  two  fire-plxcvs:  and  tti«  ann-cbair  in 
vbicb  Lionel  tuxl  rnK^mci-d  hiniM-lf  was  idaced 
doM  to  that  DMsl  mnole  frnm  the  ealraooe, 
and  had  its  baek  turned  tawarda  the  dom-. 
Owing  to  thb  cinufnUanoe,  liady  CaroliiM'  and 
1^7  Muy  CarringtOD  did  not  perceive  bim, 
though  tbey  bad  come  in  puqMsely  to  icek 
him ;  but  lie  had  the-  advantage  of  atwing  liar 
fiSfans  reflected  in  a  mirmr. 

■'  \\Tjat  can  hare  htconie  of  Lionel  ?"  ci- 
dained  Ladr  Caniliae  in  a  tone  of  vexaiioa: 
"  tbey  told  u«  that  he  mu  io  this  room.'" 

"  He  has  probabW  ramhlixi  out  to  look  fur 
us,"  replied  Lady  Mary  nwrc  calmly ;  "  therc- 
fi>re  the  best  thing  <rr  can  do  ti  to  nt  domi 
here  and  wait  for  his  return.  If  we  inakr  any 
Tarther  attempt  to  find  faint,  we  shall  be  like 
childrvu  pUyiog  at  hide-and-seek,  who  are  turt 
iierer  Io  meet  each  olber* 

Lord  Delnwre  bad  risen  to  advance  towards 
his  oMiiins:  but  he  became  riTelid  to  the  spot 
where  he  had  originally  fdaoed  himeclf,  when 
be  h«nrd  Lady  Mary  observe,— 

Keallr,  CaroliDe,  you  Itetray  more  distp- 
puiittinent  than  the  case  requiren.  I  bdievv 
YOU  arc  afraid  that  Lionel  has  flown  over  to 
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Mordaunt,  to  see  Augusta,  and  heiieech  licr  In 
forgive  him  all  his  siiis." 

"  Xonscntc  !"  rJacuUletl  Lady  Cnioline  in  « 
pettish  voiw.  "You  know  1  complutvly  mH- 
tied  that  buainesA  long  ago,  and  that  I  never 
con  have  anything  more  to  apprehend  from  At 
belU  Augmte.  I  have  little  doubt  that  she  is 
Rtill  just  as  much  attaclK-d  to  IJonel  ax  &\m:  wan 
when  I  first  troubled  tlie  smooth  course  of  their 
true  love;  yet,  if  he  were  at  thi«  very  moment 
kneeling  in  sackcluth  at  her  feet,  lite  poor  foul 
would  not  dare  to  marry  him.  He  thinks  her 
a  heartless  flirt  and  a  coquette— and  well  may 
)k  do  so;  but  you  and  I  could  tell  him,  if  u-e 
chose  it,  that  »hc  did  not  care  a  straw  for  any 
of  her  Ijondon  admiiers.  In  au  inMunt  of  pi<]ue 
she  was  betrayed  into  accepting  a  man  whom 
she  despised,  yet  no  earthly  consideration  could 
induce  her  to  become  that  man's  wife." 

This  curious  dialogue  vas  here  interrupted 
by  the  entrance  of  a  servant,  who  came  to  put 
on  some  cohId.  The  two  sisters  retreated  a  few 
iteps,  and  in  so  doing  discovered  Lonl  J>elmoTe 
stationed  ot  the  other  end  of  the  library  :  his 
arms  were  folded,  he  wa.i  moti<>nle».i  as  a  statue, 
and  his  eyes  were  6sed  sternly  upon  theui. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  describe  the  guilty 
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would  have  been  :  she  bid  her  face  in  her  hands. 
and  sobbed  aloud. 

"  Have  you  nn  pity  for  poor  Cnroltnc  ?"  cried 
Lady  Mary  in  a  supplicating  tu(i«.  "  Can  you 
bear  unmoved  to  see  her  thus  breaking  her 
heart?  Oh,  Lionel!  remetiibcr  thai  me  ha>e 
all  been  brought  up  as  ona  family  ;  tlial  it 
would  be  most  unnatural  if  we  were  to  turn 
against  each  other  now .'  She  must  indeed 
plead  guilty  of  havinf^  dccrived  you  ;  but  if 
bbc  ciidnvourt-d  to  lower  in  your  estimation  » 
penon  whom  alie  really  believed  unworthy  of 
your  aflt-clinn,  the  motive  that  induced  her  to 
do  so  binds  you  in  gratitude  to  compas&ionate 
and  to  forgive  her." 

"  The  gratitude  I  may  owe  h«r,  I  am  yet 
to  discover,"  replied  Lord  Dctmore.  *'  What 
pity  haa  she  felt  fur  mc?  What  compasuon 
baa  she  shown  for  Miss  Mordaunt  ?"  continued 
he  more  sternly,  "  I  have  received  the  cruelut 
and  most  unprovoked  injury  itt  Caroline's 
hands;  and  until  she  luis  rcpainnl  as  far  ■« 
lies  in  her  power  the  mischief  alio  has  occa* 
■jooed,  I  can  neither  be  melted  by  ker  tears  nur 
appeased  by  your  eloquence." 

Lady  Canine  started  u|ion  her  feet,  and 
drawing  up  her  figure  to  its  full  height,— 

"  Do  yon  think,"  she  exclaimed  with  an  air 
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injrself  in  that  way,  since  1  suitpected  tlir  migtil 
protubly  iTprnt  such  socusations  (o  yiiuraelf ; 
and  I  felt  guru  that  &he  liked  you  too  well  to  ti« 
inclined  to  give  credit  to  uDfavourahle  accounts 
ofyuu.  I  rewlvwl  tundoptadiiTc-riiit  course^ 
to  contrive  to  make  you  ruin  yourwif  in  her 
estimation,  by  persuading  you  to  treat  her  with 
ct^dness,  caprice,  and  neglect.  You  will  not 
deny  that  I  succeeded ;  and  that  thus  it  was  not 
my  worth,  hul  your  owh  tleertt,  viUidi  prejudiced 
her  M>  violently  against  you.  I  nui  reiidy,  if 
you  require  it,  to  retract  to  Miui  Mordaunt  in 
your  presence  every  unkind  and  injurious  thing 
that  /  can  recollect,  or'^oit  can  remind  me  of 
having  said  to  you  about  her.'' 

Xxwtl  l>c')more  heat  his  forehead  with  his 
clenched  hands. 

"  I  lutTCf  indeed,"  ho  exclnimed  bitterly, 
"been  so  thoroughly,  to  uiipiirditnid>ly  dupetl, 
that  I  almost  deserve  the  diKa|i{K>inlnient  and 
misery  I  have  brought  upon  niyaelf." 

"  I  bear  people  cuming,"  reniarki-d  Liidy 
Mary,  whose  head  was  generally  as  cool  as  her 
heart.  "  CaroUne,  pull  down  your  veil, — and 
Lionel,  pray  Muouth  your  brow:  if  we  cannot 
lielp  diagrueing  anivngst  ourselves  in  private, 
we  n«ed  fMt  be  foolixh  and  ridiculous  enough 
to  publith  our  <iuurreU.'' 
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happmcd  at  that  motncnl  to  haw  fullni,  «hi- 
«xclaini«d  with  more  alarm,  "  Dearest  Lionel, 
you  must  be  ill,  or  in  ilisitress, — or  both." 

**  My  kind  AgT>e8,''  replied  he,  *'  you  arc  a 
good  phyMognomist ;  and  when  you  gucMcnl 
that  my  mind  is  ill  at  vasp,  you  were  not  mis- 
taken. I  am  nearly  diMractcil,  — lit  leant,  1 
have  jiiftt  niudf  a  dincovcry  which  K  eitough  to 
drive  me  mud.'" 

**  Let  me  entrcsl  you  to  tell  me  what  this 
dresdrul  discovery  U!"  said  Lady  Agnes,  very 
rarnesllj. 

"  It  will  imltml  be  n  comfort  to  me  to  do  w," 
continued  Lionel.  "  I  hiivv  found  too  much 
reason  to  dintruiil  mo»t  of  thoMi  who  have  pro- 
f««»c<l  thi-niselvc8  my  friends ;  but  I  know  that 
I  may  de|>ct>d  upon  ^our  truth,  and  I  ^tand 
greatly  in  need  of  your  counsel." 

He  then  pnKCeded  to  give  her  a  minute  ac- 
count of  the  Kcene  which  had  taken  place  be- 
(ireen  her  sisters  and  himself;  and  when  he  had 
concluded  his  relation,  Lady  Agnes  observed. 

**I  am  much  more  shocked  than  surprised 
by  what  I  have  now  heard,  for  I  have  long 
suKpectctl  something  of  this  kind.  Wc  must 
think  of  what  is  to  bo  done;  rincc  I  truKt  the 
evil  is  nut  past  ii  remedy,  an<)  that  you  will  yet 
be  able  to  make  your  peace  with  Augusta.    She 
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turned  a  semblance  of  gaiety  ;  and  during  ilin- 
noT  she  took  care  to  speak  very  frequently  to 
Lionel  across  the  tabic.  Slic  informed  him  of 
the  l>uxaar  which  was  soon  to  take  place  at 
Somerton,  "undrr  th«  illustrioua  patroiiage  of 
the  Countess  of  Estonville ;"  and  raid,  **  »lie 
trusted  that  he  would  honour  it  with  hi»  auj^at 
proscncc."  And  when  he  Inid  her  lie  fihould 
have  left  the  Dei|;hlx>urh(>t*d  Ik-fore  the  period 
she  alluded  to,  she  expressed  great  regret  at 
tile  iotelligence,  and  requested,  in  a  voice  of 
comic  entreaty,  "  that  he  would  at  any  rate 
please  to  bestow  his  charity  u|xm  poor  inter- 
esting Miss  Carcwcll,  and  contribute  a  small 
donation  in  aid  of  her  ineritoriuiis  undertaking.'^ 

Lord  Delniore  was  really  surprined  at  his 
couiin's  assurance.  He  carried  on  the  farce 
of  cordiality  with  her  as  well  as  he  could  ;  vet. 
if  he  ipared  hi-r  the  ni unification  of  letting 
otben  sec  him  treM  her  with  coldness,  every 
turn  of  his  manner,  every  look  din-cted  towards 
her,  was  perfectly  comprehenMble  to  herself; 
and  she  writhed  internally  under  the  aversion 
aikd  contempt  she  perceived  that  he  felt  for  her, 

In  the  evening.  Lady  Caroline  complained 
of  a  bad  hcadRchc.  Stic  certainly  looked  ill* 
and  seemed  unable  to  sustain  her  part  in  con- 
versation with  her  ncctistomed  iinimation ;  and 
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vriKlicd  to  *e«  a  Utile  more  t>f  lier  Ix^orc  he  took 
•o  decided  a.  mep.  He  uud  li«  liuil  iiitL-ndiid  to 
spend  Mime  weeks  at  Mordauut  during  the  fol- 
lowiDg  winler ;  but  that  when  he  arrived  at 
KMonville,  he  found,  to  hie  great  mortification 
and  di&Dia^',  that  she  was  engaged  in  what  he 
supposed  to  be  a  decide<l  flirtation  with  Philip, 
Tiiat  in  a  lit  of  jejioosv  Iw  luu)  gone  oft'  inimiN 
diatcly  to  London;  but  bad  afterwards  repent- 
ed  bh  precipitate  rashness,  and  liad  delermiued 
to  watch  Augusta's  future  conduct  with  unpre- 
judiced G^es;  and  to  foini  bis  Gnnl  opinion  of 
)h.t  cluiracter,  by  obwrving  what  effV-ct  a  seanon 
of  guiel}'  would  hnVL-  upon  her. 

"  When  Caroline  came  to  town,"  he  eoDtinued» 
"  she  often  spoke  to  mc  of  her  dear  friend  la 
beUt  Auguile :  and  ihou^jh  she  always  prni»od 
bcrvery  highly,  »he  look  can;  to  hint  that  »lte 
waa  inchned  to  be  a  terrible  flirt.  She  men- 
tioned, as  if  accidentally,  that  the  silly  little 
tendre  between  her  and  I'hilip  had  long  come 
to  an  end  ;  but  she  insinuated  that  the  young 
lady  had  since  been  much  disposed  to  nicouragc 
an  affair  of  a  more  tierious  nature,  and  had 
fuund  a  most  devutcd  admirer  in  Mr.  Slailbrd. 

"Tile  Murdauiits  arrivetl  in  London  ;  and 
my  own  obeerralion,  secoudcd  by  Caroline'!  re> 
prcHvu  tut  ions,  e4>»u  convinced  mc  that  all  she 
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«a»  too  inte.     Sttf- 

bin,  mkI  I  oov 
rAangfaiof  him.    Mi» 
it  mmtl  be  cnofand,  given  rk 
;  trocftiem  tbc  Em  tioM  I  met 
:  w  I  «w  tB^^  ta  facJicw  U»U  ihou^i 
■«  mBf  ale  Ibr  ae,  sbv  visfacvl  tu 
At  aoaber  of  ber  adoraltun, 
iaitercd  b^-  ihu 
¥••  kaov  wTth  »htt  diitaoi 
Drgltfct,  I  bchivcd  to- 
Sb>  MOM  ban  Mi|>- 
I  jMohW  4w  iImwU  (tci,  thai 
ta  ■«  :  m  all  thb  tinw  I 
■M  tnUj  M  aacb  ■Wihul  to  ber  as  ever. 

*"  Al  kagtb  I  htA  acantoraed  015061/  m>  en- 
iMjr  to  Amb  bcr  sadtty.  tbat  oo  the  monuBit 
«f  lie  pHt;  *•  BiiJfmiA  I  actuaUT  iDvcolMl 

ia  tovD  whco  I 
Miss  ManlaaBi  was  to  take  Caru- 
Ih»\  bIh*  dvriaf  that  excunioo ;  and,  in  the 
I  Al  Mt  nal  Maf7  at  the  upcra, 
I  saw  that  ber  beautiful  fneod  wan 
«lb  btr  {a  bar  box. 

■*  Alter  tbv  perfannaace  ma  over,  I  H>et 
tktai  koA  in  tbc  paatage :  AmmU  was  kan- 
h^  wpon  Stalfiml**  am; —he  wa*  lalkinf;  to 
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her  very  earnestly  and  happily,  and  one  glance 
at  their  countrnaticcs  pcrsuodrd  me  ihni  lie  Imil 
proposed  to  Iht  and  had  l>cen  aoccptvd.  Thi* 
was  B  ntisforliinf  I  hod  lung  Itxdied  forward 
to  aa  iocvitiible.  I  hod  tnyMff  pnved  the  way 
to  it  by  keeping  out  »f  my  rival's  path ;  yet 
I  was  almost  stunned  by  the  «uddcn  convic- 
tion that  lltv  event  which  wan  to  Keparate  nu- 
for  life  from  the  object  ot  my  tffectiims  wii» 
actually  dmded  upon ! 

'*  I  attempted  lu  leave  the  Opera-hntiw  im- 
luediately  ;  but  the  crowd  was  so  greni  that  I 
could  vot  speedily  succeed  in  making  my  eseajx?. 
I  had  jitKt  ;;ol  out  into  the  street,  when  I  heard  a 
piercing  shriek  of  distress ;  und  an  instant  after- 
wards AiiguMa  herself  ru»hed  past  me,  alone, 
ai>d  with  her  gown  in  flames  I  I  contrived  to 
rescue  Jier  from  danger ;  and,  at  Mnry's  par- 
ticular requeiM,  I  Rtayetl  with  tlit^m  uiilil  iihe  wait 
in  fome  degree  restornl  to  her  recollection. 

"  It  was  during  thin  interval  that  1  diwover- 
ed  from  several  unguarded  expressions  which 
she  uttered,  ami  also  from  involuntary  eircum- 
Mances  in  ber  manner,  lliat  while  Augusta  felt 
A  strong  secret  contempt  and  dislike  for  the 
man  site  had  ju>t  consented  to  swear  at  the 
altar  ta  honour  and  ol>ey,  she  still  cherished 
sentiments  of  a  very  different  nature  tuwardi 
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■ad   anwottbv  adiiiiilit   t*bo  bid 

■»  filiwquh  h  fau  riiancr  of  olt 

■ad  had  bag  ago  nadl;  fiir- 

tolwrrisvd. 

"Oh,  God  !  I  can  acvtr  forget  the  i^ony  of 


iaipDniUc  —  it  would 
to  leave  bn-  in  bcr  then 
I  dvcd  dot  trust  myself 
hcTt  lest  ■  Kidden  ntovr- 
.  aight  infurm  bcr  uf  inv 
■■  bflK^  ta  her  «bo  1  WAS.  I  fell 
(t  bit  owd  loll;  which  had 
1  i^na  Bc  tW  mguisl)  aod  misery  w  btdi 
I  kaew  that  1  bad  no  ri|chl  lo 
,  or  lo  c>it(daui  o^  ibe  tofrmgcmrat  ht- 
l«v««  Stailbni  aad  Mia  McnlBUDt.  Vet  1  saw 
tla(  ahe  Jrcady  Rpented  baring  oonlracled  it  i 
■ad  1  coald  not  belp  faitlHljr  accusing  mymU 
ti  hatiag  Bol  aoly  been  fnMnmcntal  in  fiTour- 
iag  mj  lixwXi  views,  but  also  of  baring  (inaUy 
g^wlnl  iDil  fMvnroLcd  brr  into  accrpitng  a  bu«- 
b^al  vboai  abe  detolccl.  I  comgiK-lcly  rorgol 
Ji  hm  ftiiht.  all  bcr  feUirs  while  Uk  rm^K- 
iioa  nt  way  own  miw  »lanrd  up  brfure  me ;  and 
]  loiArtt  uptw  her  t*  an  injured  aogeL 

"  1  paiml  a  vrrtchcd  aiid  a  Ble«ple«a  nigbtt 
aad  eariy  the  nest  niomin^  1  Heot  my  wt-vnut 
to  Mr.  Murdaunl'e.    to  inquire  how  AuguaU 
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was.  He  brotiglit  bock  a  rtry  onl<j  ntrasage 
of  llinnks  from  lirr  fnllicT,  accoriipaniftt  by  a 
p«infuUy  indifiVTent  report  of  her  hculth.  I 
confess  that  thJH  treatment  boih  liurt  and  mor- 
tified me.  I  had  involunrarily  cherished  a 
vague  hope  that,  after  what  had  occurred  at  the 
opera,  the  marringe  with  Staiford  might  hav« 
bern  broken  off;  btit  in  (he  courKC  of  thi-  after- 
noon I  Iteard  frotn  more  than  one  authority  thnt 
it  had  been  regularly  announced. 

"  My  fate  was  now  irrevocable !  I  feared 
that  Augusta  could  not  be  happy  in  her  inar> 
ried  life ;  and  I  was  detcruiined  to  conceal 
from  her  nn  nlladimeni  which  had  proved  tnoiit 
unfortunate  to  u*  both.  I  burri<Hl  down  to 
D'Arcy,  and  nhut  myself  up  from  all  mankind, 
until  my  solitude  was  unexpectedly  broken  in 
upon  by  Charles  Mordaiint. 

"  I  do  not  doubt  that  you  have  heard  aa 
account  of  his  visit,  tlioufi^h  he  did  not  pro- 
bably  describe  to  you  one  half  of  the  kindness 
lie  ^owed  for  me. 

"The  keenest  pang  I  Euffered  from  my  di*- 
appointment  arose  from  a  persuanion  that  if 
Augusta  could  retain  any  preference  for  me 
after  th:  manner  in  which  1  had  l)ehaved  to 
bar,  I  might  surely,  had  I  acted  differently, 
have  succeeded  in  securing  her  affections.     The 
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gusta,"  replied  bis  cminn,  '*  I  coDfew  thai  1 
did  not  think  her  quite  worthy  of  you." 

Lord  Dvltnare  hnlf  turned  nway  his  heut  in 
•ngvr  or  impatience;  hut  I^ody  Agne<  calmly 
continued, — 

**  It  troa  impossible  not  to  admire  ber ;  but 
there  was  at  that  time  much  to  regret,  much 
to  censure  in  her  conduct.  She  is  bcconve  n 
very  difTi-rent  ptTson  now :  her  bilings  hnvc 
diaappcnrvd,  and  her  amiable  qualiticK  have 
been  brought  out  with  addititmnl  luitlrc.  I  am 
convinced  that  no  two  individmiU  were  ever  bet- 
ter calculated  to  render  each  other  mutually 
happy  than  you  and  Augusta  Mordaunl ;  and 
I  flatter  myself  that  all  past  misunderstandings 
will  at  length  be  cleared  up  between  you." 

Lionel  Khook  his  beoil  mournfully ;  and  I^ady 
Agnes  proceeded  to  deicrlbe  to  liim  the  depres- 
sion which  bad  preyed  upon  Augu&Ia'a  spirits 
■Act  her  qvurrel  with  Mr.  Stafford,  and  th« 
beniHicial  efTects  which  had  subsequently  ris 
salled  from  her  friendship  with  Miss  Stanley. 
She  spoke  of  her  in  terms  of  wunu  alTirelion  ; 
yet  the  praises  she  bestowed  upon  her  were  not 
oxag^ratcd, — in  short,  she  represented  her  as 
she  really  was;  nnd  her  auditor  listened  to  all 
her  oommendations with  the  inottintenscinterest. 
"  And  do  you  tlunk,^  said  he,  *'  I  may  ven- 


I 


iil^d  again  into  conlempt.  We  stand  at 
t  upon  the  same  terms  a&  formerly— ttH 
Id  Korcs  are  wiped  out  betweeo  ub,  I  gaw 
•  f«ir  Reld  once,  and  be  wan  acccplcil;— tu- 
bas thrown  away  hiji  odvaiitiinv,  and  tl  iti  now  my 
turn  to  try  if  I  cannot  Kuccord  in  gaining  the 
prize  ie  baa  failed  to  carry  away.  But  it  is 
wasting  our  time  to  talk  of  Staifnrd  :  you  inu^t 
advise  me,  Agnes,  bow  to  act  towards  the  Mor- 
daunlH.  Par  eiempU,  how  am  I  to  o{>t:n  a 
conmuiiicaiioii  with  them?" 

Lady  Agnes  suggested  tliat  he  might  call  at 
Mordaunt :  but  this,  considering  all  circum- 
stances, he  did  not  think  that  beonuld  pmaume 
to  do. 

She  then  proposed  that  abe  should  herself  go 
over  there  the  next  day,  and  mention  to  Mrs. 
Mordaunt  and  Augusta,  in  tlii;  coume  of  con- 
vcnatlon,  *'  that  her  oousiu  Lonl  Di-linore  was 
staying  at  E^tonville,  and  that  sht;  had  heard  him 
•ay  he  was  extremely  anxious  to  b.ive  the  plea- 
sure of  renewing  his  oc<]uain(snce  with  them." 
Lionel  was  much  pWxcd  with  this  idea ;  and 
he  told  his  cousin,  "  that  if  the  hopes  which  now 
began  faintly  to  dawn  upon  him  should  ulti- 
mately be  crowned  witli  tuccess,  he  should  al- 
ways  gratefully  feel  that  he  owed  llkat  success 
entirely  to  her  kind  mediation." 
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O'ttrid.— For  hiiDi  I  \tuak  aol  OD  liira :  for  hit  ihou^bU, 
Would  &VJ  <*«»  bla&kt,  nilici  dun  fiird  with 
mo! 
rioto.— Madttm,  I  coma  to  whot  fonr  genii*  llMugliu 

UnhiibeluOT:  — 
OUtia. —  Oh,  iiy  ytntt  te>t«,  I  pnj  yOQ : 

I  bada  jMi  iie(«t  speftk  agaia  of  liin, 

I.ADY  Cakoune  MoHTiMFJi  AUi  not  mukv  her 
appearance  at  breakfast  the  folloiring  niurnrng ; 
Lady  Mary  Cairington  pleaded  a  bad  ni/^ii, 
niid  the  continuaner  of  her  headache,  as  excases 
for  her  sislcr's  abwncc;  but  soon  after  the 
meal  wiu  concluded,  the  invalid  tteiil  a  niean^ 
to  Lord  Ddmore,  to  beg  that  be  would  eaaw 
and  speak  to  her  in  her  dressing-room.  He 
immediately  obeyed  the  summoDS,  wondering, 
Hs  he  went,  what  new  artifice  his  dangerous 
cousin  had  lM«n  deviung  to  mislcnd  him,  and 
recolfing  not  again  to  allow  himnlf  to  be  made 
her  dupe. 
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When  he  entered  titi-  litUv  apartment  nhnv 
she  was  »)tling,  aiid  from  whicb  the  davlight 
had  bvea  partially  excluded,  he  was  really 
shocked  to  see  her.  Her  whole  appcaranrc 
bore  strong  eTJdence  of  mental  and  bodily  (iif- 
fering ;  her  dreod  M.-cmrd  to  have  been  le»s  at- 
tended to  thai)  usual,  and  everything  around 
her  wore  the  untidy  nir  of  g^'nuine  nt-glccl, 
nth«r  tiian  the  semblance  of  having  been  in- 
tent ionally  tliitarrongied. 

Lady  Caroline  made  Jx)rd  Dclraore  a  sign 
to  sit  down. 

**  I  ccnild  not  rest  satisfied,  Lionel,"  she  sai^ 
in  a  faint  roice,  "  until  I  hiul  attempt4-d  to  ex- 
press to  you  liow  much  I  feel  atthamed  of  my- 
self for  my  unworthy  conduct.  It  renders  me 
perfectly  mi»erabW  to  see  how  deeply  you  de- 
spite me ;  and  t(  humbles  me  in  the  dust  to 
acknowledge  how  justly  I  have  merited  that 
you  sltould  do  so.  You  know  whitt  n  proud 
spirit  mine  is  ;  and  you  may  well  imagine  thai 
before  I  could  bow  it  to  this  confession,  I  have 
had  a  severe  conflict  with  myself.  My  nRec- 
tion  for  you  has,  however,  proved  stronger  than 
my  pride;  and  with  (he  hope  of  reinstating 
mytt-lf  in  your  good  opinion,  I  am  willing  tu 
make  you  any  reparation  you  can  require  4if 
roe,  and  to  endeavour  if  possible  to  counteract 
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I  am  rorgivim.  I  dar?  not  vMilurc  to  oflVr  yoti 
my  counsel;  but  if  I  were  in  your  ptac«,  I 
would  go  over  to  Mordaunt  immedialtly,  im- 
plore Augusta  to  grant  me  a  private  conferei>cc, 
and  tell  her  the  whole  truth, — spare  nohodjr, 
and  conceal  iM>thiiig.  I  am  very  much  mi<u 
Iftken  if  xhe  would  not  loo  thankfully  listen  to 
auch  an  explanation.'* 

Lionel  looked  steadily  at  bis  cousin  for  an 
instant. 

"  Caroline,""  observed  be,  "you  always  were 
extreme  in  good  or  ill ;  with  all  your  fault", 
you  never  were  like  other  people,  I  will  not 
judge  so  harshly  of  you  as  to  suppose  it  pos- 
sible thai  you  intend  to  betray  me  into  any 
snare.  I  believe  that  you  have  now  spoken 
generously  and  «inceri-ly,  and  I  feel  very  much 
disposed  lo  follow  your  advice." 

*'  Oh,  do,  I  iKseecb  you  !"  cried  Lady  {[^'■aro- 
Hoe ;  "  you  will  hercaflcr  find  no  reason  to 
repent  having  taken  »uch  a  cour-ie.  The  phy- 
sJcian  who  has  administered  a  poison,  best  knova 
bow  to  prescribe  the  antidote.  Ride  over  to 
Mordaunt  this  very  morning — you  cannot  go 
there  too  soon  ;  and  if  you  can  tcU  me  when 
you  come  back  that  you  have  made  your  peace 
with  Augu*ta,  I  shall  at  least  be  no  longer  un- 

tlook  in  your  face."* 
1 


i 


KKU  fir  MOaDADST. 


U<l7As»« 


tnio  the 


NkM 


700,*' aid  1^7 
at aa  hour; ' 
hrf«  wi  mttmh,  and  I  an  corvthalj 
t  ^m.     Tea  {■•(■d  to  att  mith  me  a 
1  hi^  ■•  Up  ■•  w  ware  awa;  tba  I 
.'   Ta«r  KTiral,  uo^  «iU  oppoftone- 
»hm,  you  Mc,  bcciii 
the  aA  lady. 
■U^."     ii:Ddafter| 
bcr  aidieu,  she  con-j 
.« I  tm  bm  nttiw  mbcr  nore  then 
I  an  btigucd  :J 
to  read  to*  m\ 
«r  twk  «f  tfe  Mmt  700  will  fiod  apoal 
t!    li  «MUbc4BiKawa|;i«at)uiMUJ 
extrcneiyt  and^ 
ilTutacdajr.* 
to  oNi^j  vith 

Bb  aMpiOMM.  Md  tfakkkg  it  ntlier 

Ifat  ■  panoa  with  ■  bad  beadacbei 

Mrc  to  bear  anjth^  read  aloud.     la 

I  MOB  p«w*gd  tlMt  I^dr  Candiar  did 

tW  riightnt  attntioQ  to  tbc  book  ;  her  | 

YvitkMlv  wasdend  to  other  mtficets:  yet 


V^T 


THE    IIBIR   0»^    UORDAUNT. 

Ai  aeemed  determined  to  be  Id  no  hurry  to 
release  her  from  the  task  she  had  imposed  upon 
her. 

At  k-flgtii  Ijtidy  Mary  joined  thi-m.  "  You 
miiHt  go  down-itcin  directly,  Agnes,"  she  ob- 
^rved,  "and  [«y  your  dutiful  respects,  like 
a  good  girl,  to  your  future  papa,  Mr.  Mor- 
daunt." 

**  Is  Mr.  Mordatint  here  ?" 

"  Yes;  lie  happened  tu  hear  that  Lionel  was 
with  us,  so  he  came  to  expreM  )ii»  gratitude  to 
him  for  having  saved  his  daugliter'a  life, — lit 
least,  I  suppose  so.  He  could  scarcely  do  less  ; 
—and  it  in curluUK enough,  that  I  who  witnessed 
the  accident  should  also  have  been  present  at 
this  inttrrcsling  meeting  between  tlie  two  parties 
who  were  so  deeply  Concern«l  in  it." 

Lady  Agnes  did  not  wail  to  hear  any  more 
of  tlwsc  amiable  remarks.  As  soon  as  she  had 
closed  the  door,  Lady  Mary  exclaimed, 

'*  Well,  Caroline,  you  certainly  deiervegreat 
credit  for  having  so  cleverly  contrived  to  keep 
our  good  *i»ter  out  of  mischief  this  morning  > 
I  sliould  not  e^-en  now  have  interrupted  your 
lecture,  had  not  Mr.  Mordaunt  professed  such 
warm  affection  fo^  Agnes,  that  notliing  would 
luve  persuaded  him  to  go  away  without  seeing 
her.     But  lAixaA  has  been  with  you,  and  I  am 
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dying  with  imptUii-nce  to  know  the  result  of 
your  interview." 

"  It  ended,"  replied  I-ady  Cnroline,  in  a  in«. 
lancholy  tone,  "  both  better  and  Kone  than  I 
hod  expected.  I  found  liltle  difBculty  in  con- 
vincing him  of  my  penitence,  and,  coitBcquently, 
in  prevailing  upon  him  lo  pardon  my  ofTencM. 
But  1  had  the  mortificRtion  of  di»covering  that 
he  is  still  so  devotedly  attached  to  Auguata, 
that  if  he  faiU  in  persuading  ficr  to  marry  him, 
no  earthly  powtr  wilt  ever  induce  him  to  innrry 
anybody  else." 

"  Vou  are  not  seriously  afrnfd  that  Augusta 
will  accept  Lionel,  arc  you  r"  asked  Lady 
Mai-y. 

<*  I  hoi>e  that  she  will  out, — and  yet  I  do  not 
quite  know  what  to  think  about  it ;  the  fate  of 
that  question  is  al  this  moment  trembling  in 
tlie  bAlaiicc,  and  a  hair  would  turn  the  scale. 
My  ciix-umMances  ore  »o  desperate,  (hat  I  have 
boldly  hazarded  a  very  dexpcnitc  measure.  I 
have  reeommentled  Lionel  to  throw  himself  at 
the  feet  of  his  beloved, — 1  have  urged  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  Mordnunt  for  that  purpose  witlioui  an 
hour's  delay, — I  have  encouraged  him  to  hope 
that  ithe  will  listen  favourably  to  his  suit ;  and 
if  Air.  Murdaunt  had  not  pruvokingly  made  his 
appi-arance  here,  Uelmorc  would  probably  by 
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this   lime   huve   been   Iialf-way  upon  £   fool's 
errand.'" 

"  Since  Lrouet  and  Augu»tii  miiil  meet,"  ob- 
served Lady  Mary,  "jt  in  undou  tit  wily  de- 
sirable that  they  should  do  so  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  not  us  indifft-rcnt  ncqiiaintancc." 

'*  To  be  sure  it  is,  upon  every  actminl,"  an. 
Bwered  her  sister  sharply.  "  If  1  had  not  felt 
convinced  vi  that,  I  would  not  have  risked  the 
danj^niti*  plan  1  have  adopted.  Atigufta  de- 
spises Delmore's  ehara4:ter,  but  »lic  lovi-»  him  ; 
and  could  he  as  her  brother's  friend  contrive 
to  be  rrequcnily  in  her  society,  or  coul<l  their 
mutual  friend  Agnes  have  timu  to  influence 
her  in  his  favour  before  he  entered  into  any 
expUnation  of  bis  sentiments  with  her,  we  may 
ea&ily  guess  what  would  become  of  her  scruples 
and  her  cruelty.  On  the  cunlrary,  should  he 
startle  her  by  making  at  once  an  apology  for 
his  past  conduct  and  a  declaration  of  his  pre^ 
sent  affection,  it  is  much  more  than  probable 
that  the  would  dmdi-dly  refuse  him.  Such  a 
repulse  would  naturally  surprise  and  mortify 
him,  and  would  most  Ukely  prove  too  galling 
to  his  pride  to  allow  him  ever  to  dream  of 
renewing  hia  solicitations  to  Miss  Mordaunt. 
At  any  rate,  when  he  has  seen — when  he  has 
spoken  to  Augusta,  I  shall  know  the  worst,  and 
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■hall  be  no  tonger  tortured  by  the  (Imulful 
uneerlaint)'  I  tioir  endure.  Until  that  dediive 
conference  is  over,  I  must  continue  to  writhe 
under  an  agony  of  ap[>rehvi»ion  too  liorrible  to 
be  deMribed." 

Lady  Mary  begged  her  sister  to  endeavour 
to  calm  her  excited  feelings. 

"  You  are  destroying  yourself,"  ihe  laid: 
"you  arc  materially  injuring  both  your  health 
and  your  appearance  by  giving  way  in  tliis 
manner  lo  your  grief  and  to  your  fear*.  Let 
m«  bcMcch  you  to  be  more  conipoecd.^ 

*'  I  will  be  caltn  enough,"  replied  Lady  Caro- 
Ssr,  **  when  1  come  down-stairs ;  I  will  be  a»  firm 
M  you  can  wish  me  when  I  know  my  fate;  but 
in  the  mean  while  I  muit  give  free  indulgence 
to  my  anguish  when  I  am  alone,  or  my  heart 
would  bur»l.  Vou  talk  to  ntc  of  composure,, 
and  you  might  as  well  speak  of  esse  to 
crimtnal  upon  the  rack." 

Her  lady^iip  did,  however,  make  an 
lo  subdue  her  unruly  passione;  and  she  succeed- 
ed. She  did  not  leave  her  dressing-room  until 
Ute  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  she  secnwd  to 
be  still  op|>rr»Md  «ith  languor.  Nobody  who 
saw  her  that  day  doublwl  from  her  looks  that 
her  health  had  been  really  affected,  or  suspected 
from  her  manner  that  mental  distress  bad  been 
ll»e  cause  of  her  indisposition. 
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When  Lady  Agnes  joined  the  party  in  tht- 
library,  she  found  Lord  Dclmorc  and  Mr.  Mor- 
dauDt  deeply  rngaged  in  conrersAtion,  and  ap> 
parently  ujton  vMry  friendly  termii.  The  Utter 
greeted  her  with  empretiemeKt ;  told  her  be  had 
several  long  tnesEages  for  her  from  Mrs.  Mor- 
daunt,  and  that  he  liod  brought  her  a  tnl^ 
dous  from  Augusta. 

"  Pray  bo  good  enmigh  to  give  my  best  love 
lo  the  Inttcr,"  »he  »aid, "  and  toll  her  I  have  not 
timv  lo  writt^  (o  her  thix  morning.  But,"  added 
the  aAer  a  pauite,  "  I  tliiuk  1  will  trouble  you 
to  carry  a  few  lines  for  me  to  Mrs.  Mordaunl." 

She  retired  immediately  to  a  writing-table 
and  penned  the  following  note : — 

"I>K.*a  MkS-  MOHDAITNT, 

"  J^ord  Delmore  proposes  himself  the  plea- 
sure of  calling  at  Mordaunt  to-morrow,  and  if 
the  weather  is  fine  I  intend  to  ocoompany  him 
in  his  ride.  I  give  you  this  notice  of  our  ap- 
liriMch,  in  hopc«  of  having  a  better  chance  of 
flitdingyou  and  dear  Augusta  ot  home;  and, 
considering  who  is  to  be  my  companion,  I 
judged  it  more  prudent  lo  make  my  conimuni- 
cxlion  to  yvu  Ihait  to  my  u»ual  cum-spundent. 
**  Believe  me  ever,  yours  aJleciiunately,  I 
"AgxEa  MotmMEB." 
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Mrs.  Mordnunt  wm  much  plaiF^d  with  (hi«'* 
note,   and  still  mor«  with  the  infunnation  it 
conttiti«d.     She  saw   tlint  it  wa«  intondrd  to 
g)v«   her  (o   undentand   that    LortI    Drlmon 
wished  to  renew  his  attentions  ta  her  daughter, 
and  (hat  hiH  cousin  was  desirous  to  befriend  hi) 
cauw;  and  she  was  extreinelv  grntificd  ^y  the 
propriety  of  her  conduct  in  having  in  the  first  * 
instance  made  this  known  to  her.    She  talked  '* 
l\x  subject  over  with  Btr.  Mordaunt,  and  thi^ 
nj7T«c<t  that  it  would  l>c   highly  expedient  to 
enciyangt  ihoae  advances  which  Lord  Delmore 
was   inclined   to   make   towards  a  renewal  of'' 
friendship. 

"  Hi*  lordship  is  rather  a  slippery  youth  to  ' 
deal  wilh,*^  observed  Mr.  Mordimnt,  "  as  wc 
have  already  found  by  experience;  but  should  * 
he  be  induced  to  commit  himseir  so  far  a«  to 
propocv  for  Augusta,  I  do  not  imagine  we 
should  have  the  same  difficulty  in  keeping  her 
up  to  her  engngement  to  Arm,  that  we  had  in 
the  case  of  our  poor  friend  Stafford." 

Mr».  Mordaunt  did  not  tell  Iter  daughter  that ' 
she  would  see  Lord  l>o)more  the  next  day, 
but  she  contrived  to  speak  of  him  before  her ; 
and  she  remarked  that  Augusta  listened  with 
intense  interest   to  ber  father's  description  of 
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his  vJMt  ta  IfUtonville  ;  and  that  she  changed 
colour,  and  looked  much  agitated,  when  slic 
heard  him  mention  the  intention  Lionel  had 
exprcesrd  of  calling  upon  thcin  before  he  infl 
th«  oetgliboiirhood.  i« 

The  following  morning,  Miss  Mordaunt  ukcd 
her  mother  if  »hc  should  have  any  ohjcclion  to 
her  walking  to  the  Rectory  to  spend  the  after- 
noon vilh  the  Miw  Stanlevn  ?  ,,„ 

"  I  think  you  had  hetter  put  off  your  walk 
till  lo-morrow,"  said  Mrs.  Mordaunt.  "The 
day  seems  rather  threatening;  and,  in  short,  I 
should  prefer  your  remaining  at  honie." 

Augusta  immediately  gave  up  the  point,  and 
took  out  a  piece  of  enibmidery ;  hut  she  tried 
in  vain  to  fix  her  attention  upon  her  work — she 
put  the  wrong  shades  into  all  the  flowers,  and 
shaped  them  unlike  her  pattern. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  ollVcted  to  employ  hcr»clf 
also.  She  was  seated  near  tite  viudow;  and  at 
length  she  exclaimed, 

"There  are  figures  on  hurtebock  coming 
across  the  park  ;  and  tliouj;h  they  arc  still  at 
a  considerable  distance,  the  two  foremost  of 
them  look  very  like  Agnes  Mortimer  and  Lord 
Delmore." 

Augusta  threw  a&ide  her  embroidery,  and 
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icrtous  (on«,  "  nltiMiipted  to  plead  to  you  in 
my  counn*s  behalf ;  though  I  bclicro  you  an- 
aware  ht:  i.t  one  of  the  )>erM>i)s  for  dearest  lo 
oie  upon  earth.  I  trust — 1  fe«l  Hurv  that  you 
will  not  refuse  to  listiii  to  me  now,  when  I 
earnestly  beseech  you  to  think  kindly  and  fa< 
Tourahly  of  him  for  my  wake.  He  may  have 
been  mislfd — be  may  have  behaved  unworthily  ; 
but  he  has  deeply  and  sincerely  repented  his 
past  errors;  and  if  you  knew  everything,  you 
would  ackttowlodgc  that  there  i%  much  excus«- 
lo  be  made  for  him.  V'ou  are,  I  liope,  con- 
viuced  that  no  oonMderation  in  the  world 
would  indticc  me  to  deceive  you ;  you  may 
therefore  depcnil  u|>on  the  truth  of  what  I 
tell  you,  wbeu  I  fay  thai  Lionet's  cliarscter, 
though  not  faulttewi,  itt  in  all  essential  respects 
moat  estimable  and  amiable.  He  has  been  lo 
me  OS  a  brother  from  my  earliest  infancy, — his 
sorrows  and  his  secrets  have  all  been  confided 
to  tnc;  and  J  am  consc()uent]y  much  better 
acquainted  with  hiii  real  merits,  and  with  the 
peculiar  circumstances  which  have  influenced 
his  conduct  through  life,  than  anybody  eUe  can 
possibly  be." 

Augusta  hoard  every  word  of  this  vindica- 
tion with  fixed  attention.  She  did  not  teem  to 
have  expected  it ;  and  though  her  countenance 
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beumfcd  no  violent  onolioo,  it  assunied  an 
Mifiumem  at  %peeMf»  distivn  which  it  wu 
really  painful  to  witncM. 

*•  My  ilcmnst  Agnw,"  sHc  rrpljed,  *'  ss  your 
(ricod,  kod  u  my  brother's,  I  am  witling  to  feel 
«»  nuch  ntecoi  for  Lord  Dclmorr  u  you  cut 
dcwv  me  to  do;  and,  u  tli«  prcwrrrr  of  my 
mn  life:,  1  ^tould  be  mott  uiigrntcfu)  if  I  were 
■at  very  mady  to  believe  all  the  juit  pralsra 
yoa  ema  bKiow-  upon  lum.  God  koows  boir 
MDwrtly,  bo*  fervently,  I  wish  bim  wril  t 
But  1  have  iaog  been  convinced  ibat  my  own 
peace  of  mind  will  he  best  promuled  by  eii- 
(kaTooriag  to  m««t  him  a«  M-ldom  as  possible.'" 

Tbefv  wms  an  impmiMvr  lolemnity  in  Ati- 
gmta**  manner  while  she  pronounced  these 
«anK  wtikfa  made  Lady  ApKs  fed  that  it' 
was  quite  out  uf  the  quntioa  to  urge  bcr  fiir>" 
tber.  .Mrs.  Mordaunt  perceived  her  viiitorV 
look  of  dn^ipmatmeat,  and  guessed  that  her' 
coawrutioB  with  ber  daughter  was  talcing  an 
undortunate  turn. 

••  A^inrt."  wwd  »he  aloud,  "  AugusU  must 
excuse  the  intemiptioo, — but  I  am  anxious  to 
3^w  you  tomt  patterns  of  furniture  which  I 
hare  jtnt  rreeired  from  Ijoodoo.* 

L*klr  Agnen  got   up  to  examine  the  Hitle 
aa  of  chinta  which  were  taken  for  her 
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iiupectioo  out  of  «  work-box  placed  upon  a 
cable  at  the  other  eitil  nf  the  room  ;  and  Ijord 
Delmore  ventured  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
wat  »hc  had  before  occupk-d  beddc  Aujj^Bta. 

MisB  Mordauni  was  the  first  who  spoke. 

"  Lord  UclDrarc."  vbwrved  *lic  in  a  calm 
voice,  "  I  am  very  glad  to  nee  you  once  again, 
Noce  it  gives  me  au  opportunity  of  perwoally 
expreeaiDg  (he  gratitude  I  must  always  fri'l  to 
you  for  having  saved  me  from  a  dreadful 
deatli." 

"'  Oh,  pray  never  say  another  word  to  me 
upon  that  subject !"  answered  Lionel.  "  It  was 
the  greatest  happiness  to  myself  lo  be  nblc  in 
any  way  to  be  of  use  to  you ;  and  I  ossurv  you 
that  I  look  u|>ou  the  chance  of  my  having  hap< 
pened  to  be  (he  perMm  nenreat  to  you  at  the 
instant  of  your  alarm  as  the  most  furtunate 
circumstance  of  my  whole  life."  He  paused 
for  a  moment  or  two,  and  then  continued, — "  I 
am  conseiouH  you  must  think  me  a  very  way- 
ward, unaccountable  character, — alike  unworthy 
of  your  notice  and  your  esteem:  and  such  in- 
deed  I  confess  that  I  have  bci-n.  But  my  eyet 
are  at  len|;th  upc-ned  to  my  own  folly  ;  and  it 
is  my  most  earnest  desire— my  6rmest  deter- 
mioatioo.  to  endeavour  by  my  future  conduct 
to  atone  fur    my  former  mii^idcd  weakueas. 
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May  I  venture  to  indulge  a  hope  that  I  hare 
not  irretriwKbly  forfeited  jour  rrgard  f^ 

"  I  rt^oicc  very  «nc*r*ly,''  replied  Aufrusta, 
*'  to  hear  that  you  huve  foniiMl  nuch  rxccUeoi 
resold tionti,  artd  I  confidently  Iruxt  you  will 
have  strength  of  mind  to  act  up  to  theni.  You 
must  forgive  me,  my  lord,  for  the  freedom  with 
which  1  now  tpenk  to  you,  and  which  the  ua- 
nterveii  nnlure  of  your  own  confnaioa  could 
■lone  havt;  emlmldencd  mc  to  omsudw.  1  admit 
having  pcrceivetl — and  il  wait  with  pain  and  re- 
gret— that  you  have  not  bitberto  done  juMlce 
to  yourself.  1  always  imagined  that  your  only 
failing  was  a  want  nf  ttuffidmt  firmness ;  and  to 
this  I  believed  thai  all  your  errors  and  mis- 
fortunes were  to  be  attributed.  If  experience 
has  sliuwn  you  that  I  judged  correctly,  and  has 
taught  you  the  necessity  of  acquiring  more 
stability  of  conduct,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
your  now  becoming  everything  that  your 
ftiends  can  wish  to  see  you.  1  trust  you  will 
always  permit  me  to  oonnder  myaelf  one  of  that 
number;  and  you  must  a)»o  allow  me  to  as- 
sure you  how  very  much  gratified  I  fee)  by  llie 
kind  value  you  have  expressed  for  my  good 
opinion." 

Augusta's  voice  trembled  as  the  pronounced 
thes«.>  last  words     Before  Lord  Delmore  could 
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return  her  any  aiuwer,  Mr.  Mordaunt  unfor- 
lunntcly  joined  the  party,  and  the  cooTerealion 
of  course  became  general. 

Liuni*!  was  vexed  niid  mortilicd.  He  had 
condemned  himself  witbout  scruple^  yet  he  vbh 
more  than  half  inclined  to  be  angry  with  Miss 
Mordaunt  for  having  ko  fully  ngn^l  that  be 
bod  been  dt-.M-rving  of  blame ;  and,  although 
Iter  censure  had  been  qualified  by  more  coin- 
mendation  than  he  fancied  he  quite  merited, 
he  was  dissalisficd  with  her,  becaiiitc  h«  thought 
her  manner  towards  him  very  cold  and  dixianl. 
He  was  tormented,  too,  by  a  suspicion  that 
she  despisetl  him  for  the  weakness  &lie  had  la- 
mented. 

He  was  resolved,  however,  not  to  relinquioli 
his  chance  of  making  a  more  favourable  im- 
preuion  u]Kiit  her  during  a  second  interview ; 
axtd  when  bis  visit  watt  drawing  towards  a  con- 
cluaion,  be  told  Mr.  &!ordaunt,  **  tliat  he  in- 
tended to  Uay  a  very  iibort  time  at  Estonrille ; 
but  that,  as  he  had  formerly  been  kind  enough 
to  ask  htm  to  Mordaunt,  he  f^'lt  much  tempted 
to  propose  to  have  the  pleasure  of  spending 
one  day  with  him  before  he  proceeded  to  thv 
North." 

It  is  unnvceMory  to  say,  tlwt  this  ofier  was 
Tery   graciously  accepted   by   tlte    person    to 
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to  Morclnunt ;  ftml  I  tthull  conucler  it  a  great 
kindm'SN,  if  you  will,  in  the  most  delicate  man- 
tier  [KHAihle,  infurra  Lord  l>lmorc  from  me 
before  1  yec  htm  n^in,  timl  thc«c  painful  meet* 
lng«  con  only  vnd  in  diHii[>poii)liiieiil.*' 
ft  *■  *■  And  why  tthould  they  do  no?"  re(>]ic<l 
tAdy  Agnei  esmeslly.  "  You  like  Lionel — 1 
am  persuaded  ihut  you  have  always  likeil  him  ; 
and  whatever  suspicions  you  may  hare  former- 
ly cnlrrtnined  about  his  sentiments  towards 
you,  you  can  no  lunger  have  any  doubt  of  ihe 
wamith   and   kinctriiy   of   hU  altavUW-nt  for 

"  Do  not  tell  me  of  this — do  not  mention  it 
again,"  exclaimed  Augusta  in  an  agitated  voice, 
"  unless  yoti  wish  lo  break  my  heart  !  I  per- 
ceive that  it  i*  to,"  tihf  added  in  a  calmer  lone, 
I*'  and  I  am  truly  gricvtd  lo  kc  it.  Ycu  will, 
I  trust,  do  me  the  justice  to  IkIicvc  that  I  am 
nnther  actuated  by  caprice,  nor  by  any  paltry 
feeling  of  ofiended  vanity  ;  yet  it  i*  piTbaps 
right  that  I  should  give  you  a  reaum  for  my 
conduct ;  and  when  you  have  heard  it,  you  will, 
I  I  think,  ogree  with  me  that  it  i^  an  unanswer- 
able one.  My  opinion  of  Lord  Delmore's  cha- 
racter, in  opitcof  all  ilKt-xcelIence«,  is  such,  that 
I  feel  I  could  not  conscientiously  reverence 
hhn  M  B  husband,— that    I  could  not  safely 
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(rust  him  as  the  gaardian  of  mv  happineu.  In 
my  K'*'<l.v*  thou)fhil«-fi&  dnys,  1  w&s  rash  eiiougli 
to  accept  a  person  I  had  ntvcr  liktd ;  bul 
crm  ihtD  I  (litHJniitcd  to  fulfil  my  enf^tificmtat, 
«bcn  I  found  (hat  he  nas  totally  unworthy 
of  my  cstn-m.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  thai 
Lord  IVIinore  wBKi'vcr  indifiVreni  to  ni^— tliat 
to  loVL-  him  would  he  a  diHicutt  laslc ;  yet,  a%  il 
vouUl  he  out  of  my  power  to  r«ii(>ect  and 
honour  him  at  the  »aine  lime,  I  nov  feel  iliai  I 
ought  not — that  il  would  be  ngaiuBl  my  prin- 
ciples,  to  marry  him.  It  is  the  conscwuBneGs  of 
my  preference  towards  him  wliieh  ren<ler6  am 
afraid  to  likten  to  his  argutneniii,  and  which 
inducer  me  to  re4)uest  jrou  tu  cotnmunieate  to 
him  my  decision,  instead  of  announcing  it  to 
him  inywlf." 

*'  1  will  certainly  perform  this  uDwdeoine 
office,"  an^iwen-d  Ijidy  Apiws,  "  aivce  you  so 
positively  rtsjtiire  nie  to  undertake  it.  It  would 
be  unkind,  as  well  as  useless,  to  argue  with  you 
upon  a  delermiualioD  which  I  most  deeply  re- 
grvt,  and  whieh  I  am  still  inclinctl  to  imagino 
has  been  caused  by  some  unfortunate  mi«q)pre- 
Iwrnaon.  I  am  very  wilKng  to  admit  lluit  poor 
Lionel's  conduct  has  been  extremely  blante- 
ablc:  but  it  strikes  tne  tliat  you  hare  judged 
him  very  harshly,  and  that  be  has  done  tratliing 
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wliicli  need  degrade  him  in  your  estimatitm  for 
the  mt  of  his  life." 

"  You  force  me  to  tell  you  the  truth,"  uid 
Augutila,  "and  you  will  be  vexed  and  angry 
with  me  when  you  hear  it.  There  is  one  in- 
cunbte  vice  for  which  I  baTe  always  felt  bo 
iiiKuniiountuble  ii  horror,  (hut  I  have  rewlved 
no  iiuUieeiitetit  Khoultl  penitiade  me  U>  connect 
iny»elf  with  any  person  who  has  ever  been 
addicted  to  it :  — 1  mesn  the  vice  of  gaming. 
Vou  cannot  be  ij^iorant  that  your  cousin  for- 
mtTlyNtnkfdand  lust  awry  lurgi-  >uni  u^ money 
at  play  ?" 

"  1  am  too  well  acquainted  with  every  cir> 
cumalance  of  that  unfortunate  history  ;  1  never 
can  forget  the  anguish  of  mind  Lionel  then 
fiuflcTcd,  or  the  touching  Hinccrily  of  his  're- 
morse;— your  brother  can  also  bmr  li-!<limony 
to  this :  but  I  am  convinced  that  the  friend 
who  watched  over  liim  like  his  ^ardian  angel 
during  the  rarlieitl  liourn  of  hi*  distress,  would 
not  have  acted  so  base  a  part  as  to  publish  his 
errors  even  to  his  own  family.  I  sufpecl  it  is 
to  my  sister  Curoliiw  that  you  arc  indebted  for 
your  information  upon  a  Hul)ji.-ct  which  ouglit 
in  charily  to  have  remained  buried  in  oblivion. 
When  she  told  you  the  particulars  of  Lionel's 
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first  serious  misdeed.  1  hope  she  had  the  csn- 
dour  to  add  how  faithfulljr  and  scrupulou&ly  h^ 
has  adbcrrd  to  thr  rv«o1ulion  he  fonn«l  imme- 
diately after  he  committed  it,^-of  looping  out 
of  the  way  of  being  concerned  in  anything  that 
could  have  the  appearance  of  a  gambling  trans- 
action." 

Augusta  fised  her  eyes  for  a  moment  upon 
Lady  Agnes's  cmunlMuince.  "  She  is  not 
aware,"  thought  she,  "  of  her  beloved  coumd's 
last  Iran  (Agression  ;  ami  1  would  not  diulosc  it 
to  her  /or  world*,  ev«n  if  I  were  at  liberty  to 
do  so." 

'*  I  can  believe,"  she  observed  aloud,  "  that 
this  fatal  sFcret  was  confided  to  m«  with  no 
friendly  intiiition;  yet  still  it  i*  t<x>  true;  and 
at  I  hapjien  to  be  possessed  of  it,  I  oould  not 
feel  any  M.'curity  that  Lord  Detmore's  good  dcv 
lemiinationt  might  nut  in  some  future  hour  of 
temptation  give  vray  a  »ccond  time.  You  will, 
(■f  course,  conceal  from  him  my  having  men- 
linntHl  to  you  my  knowledge  of  bja  former  un- 
happy propensity  for  play  ;  as  it  would  distress 
me  beyond  expression  unnecessarily  to  wound 
his  feelings,  or  to  revive  in  his  mind  a  single 
pang  of  remorse.  But  our  conference  has  al- 
ready lasted  longer  thanit  should  havi-  dooc,"said 
she,  rising  from  her  chair.     "  Dearc*!  Agnes,  if 
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rmy  words  bavr  o(r«n<ltrd  you,  you  witl,  I  unt 
sure,  forgive  anil  pity  tin;.'' 
Lwiy  Agnes  pre&»ed  her  frieod'ft  hand  very 
affectionately ;  and  then  turning  towards  Lord 
Delmore,  she  remarked, 
"  We  must  make  the  best  of  our  w«y  liotue, 
Ltonvl ;  the  dayH  now  close  in  very  esrly,  and 
I  suspect  that  lime  has  flown  rapidly  since  we 
have  been  here." 
After  they  liad  hid  adieu  to  the  inmates  of 
MordftunI,  the  two  cousins  rode  on  a  connider- 
able   way   in  silence:  they  felt   a  mutual   re- 
luctance to  enter  upon  the  subject  which  was 
painfully  engrossing  their   thoughts;    but   at 
length  Lord  Delmore  wiid, 

**  I  am  almost   afraid   to  ask  you,  Agn«1^ 
what  you  and  Augusta  wer«  talking  ulxnil  m) 
trorneAlly  just  now.     I  fancied  that  your  oun- 
I  versation  relalci)  to  iw;  an<]  as  you  have  not 

!  yet  repeated  any  part  of  it,  I  know  too  well 

that  it   must  have  been  very  decidedly  unfa- 
vourable to  niy  hopes." 

"  Ab» !"  replied    Lndy   Agat$,   '*  I   cannot 
deny   that   Imtti   your   conjecturei    are    truly 
foimded,  and  also  that  a  very  distressing  com- 
nission  has  been  entrusted  to  mc." 

She   then   proceeded  to  Itrrak  to  Lionel  as 
gently  as  possible  all  that  Augusta   had   re- 
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quMted  ber  to  tdl  him  ;  carefully  ab«U)nmg 
from  making  any  allusioD  to  thi;  circumMaDoe 
which  funni-d  th«  alleged  bar  to  his  ever  being 
enlircly  rcinriatcd  io  h«r  cstwm. 

**  I    am   not   «urpriMd   at    this,**    obserT«l 
IJonel,  in  a  ilejccied  lone.     *'  Wlien  vre  tvt  out 
from   Estonrilte,   I   had   very  faint  hopes  of 
mKtiag  with  a  gracious  reception  rrom  Miss 
Mordaunt ;  and  the  instant  I  s»w  bi-r,  I  dtv 
corcTcd  that  «hp  dcspiard  me.     Fraai  the  huur 
of  my  birth  it  has  twen  my  fate  to  be  unhappjr, 
and  to  cTMlurt-  otw  bitler  di&ippointment  after 
another.     In  ilie  preaent  in§laticc  my  niurtii)> 
cation  has  been  bronglit  upon  me  by  my  own 
folly,  and  that  makes  it  tlw  hanler  to  bear. 
At  any  rale,  1  am  glad  that  I  did  not  give  up 
my  last  chance  o^  reversing  my  luckless  dc^ 
tiny  without  attempting  once  more  to  softca  a 
heart  which  seems  slmort  unnaturally  hardetted 
against   me.     The   trial   has  Iwen   mule;  the 
•trtlggle  is  over;  and  1  must  now  endeavour 
to  reconcilr  myself  with  tbe  best  grace  I  can 
command    to    the  cheerless,    solitary    prospoct 
that  lies  before  me.     My  fir*t  niil>arniSMnent 
is  to  know  how  to  exruM  myself  from  fuUilling 
my   proffered   engagement  at  Mordauot  with- 
out offending  Mr.  Mordaunt." 

"  If  you   lake   my   advice,"   conttDUed   liis 
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ooufin,  "you  will  titll  Dulce  your  Ti«it  therv. 
It  viU  only  last  for  a  few  houn;  and  oayou 
must  in  future  meet  Augusta  iu  society,  it  «itl 
be  Ins  awkward  for  buih  of  you,  wbeo  you 
happen  to  do  >o,  if  you  have  previously  seen 
each  other  again.  Any  apology  you  could  send 
tn  Mr.  Mordaunt  would  pUce  your  eoiKluct  in 
a  very  exlraordiiuiry  aiid  unworthy  light.  It 
would  also  l>e<ray  to  Caroline  that  you  have 
been  rejected  by  his  daughter  ;  which  is  a  dr> 
cumf^tanct.-  it  is  by  no  meaitH  either  necessary  or 
desirnble  tlutt  4>hc  titiould  be  able  exactly  to 
ascertain.  1  have  trat  any  scruple  in  asserting 
my  belief  that  the  has  been  the  instrument  of 
depriving  you  of  Augusta's  regard ;  and  there- 
fore,  were  I  in  your  place,  1  shotdd  not  gratify 
her  by  telling  lier  what  has  passed  KMlay,  or 
allowing  her  to  find  out  how  completely  lier 
artful  measures  have  succet-dcd." 

Lionel  acquiesced  in  the  wisdom  of  all  these 
estions,  and  promised  to  act  in  every  re- 
^■pect  as  Lady  Agnes  had  recommended  him. 

When  they  reached  K^tonville,  ihey  found 
several  people  assembled  in  the  hall :  it  was 
too  dusk  for  billiards,  and  they  were  talking 
round  the  huge  Christma«  (in*.  Lady  Caroline, 
muffled  as  an  invalid  in  a  cap  and  slwwl,  was 
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wtting  wit))  )i«r  feet  upon  the  fmdcr,  and  «p> 
l^arently  joining  with  wild  gaiety  in  the  gme- 
r«l  conversation.  She  stopped  for  an  instant 
«hni  her  :dstcr  nnd  Lord  Delmore  cAine  in, 
and  fixed  her  eyes  upon  Ihe  oountcnimcea  of 
both  with  feverish  and  penetrating  anxietj. 
She  was  too  good  a  physioj^onii>^t  not  to  feel 
iMtisficd  by  one  glance  that  LionePs  visit  had 
proved  unpropitioui;  and  >he  imtncdiatelj 
took  up  again  the  broken  thread  of  her  dis- 
course, and  continued  holding  forth  to  her  ad> 
miring  audience  with  increased  animation. 

Lord  Delmore  was  very  little  inclined  to  at- 
tend to  indilFfrenl  discussions:  be  soon  made 
his  escape  from  the  gay  society  in  the  hall,  and 
abut  himself  up  in  his  owtq  room  till  dinner. 
In  the  evening  he  seemed  much  di»poicd  to 
aToid  Lady  ('aroliTie,  and  for  some  timi^  nhe 
appealed  very  willing  to  allow  him  lo  do  so; 
but  at  length  she  adroitly  seized  an  opportunity 
of  engaging  him  in  a  liU-a4it€. 

"  I  have,  long  been  watching,*^  she  began, 
*'  for  a  favourable  nmment  to  speak  to  you 
apart.  Yoo  have  been  a(  Mordaunt  ?" — and  she 
patined,  and  looked  inquiringly  in  hi*  face,  as 
if  in  eager  es^peetntion  that  lie  would  give  her 
an  account  of  all  that  had  transpired  there 
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I  have  be«n  at  Mordaunt,"  answered  IJonet 
calmly,  "and  I  am  going  there  again  next 
Thursdaj-." 

I.ody  Caroline  started  violently,  grew  pale 
ax  dtuitli,  and  gras])c<)  the  i-nd  of  die  B»fn  In 
support  hcTielf  from  falling.  She  made  a  den- 
pcrale  cITort,  however,  to  recover  her  composure, 
and  reinurkcd  with  tolerable  firmness, 

'*  Then  I  need  not  ask  you  if  yotir  ride  wax 
an  agreeable  one  You  have,  I  truftt,  succeeded 
in  justifying  yourself  completely  in  Augusta's 
estimation  ■''" 

**  I  have  endeavoured  to  act  as  you  advised 
me  yesterday,"  replied  Lord  Dclmorc.  "  But 
we  will,  ifynu  pK-««c,  change  the  topic  of  our  ■ 
iIiHrour»e.  Vou  kimw  it  vrast  n)way:t  my  nature 
to  be  unconfiding  and  iauvage  ;  and  I  confess 
that  I  feel  just  at  present  in  no  humour  to  com- 
municate my  hn(>c9  or  my  fenrs  even  to^ou." 

"  I  own  I  have  deMTved  this  reproof,"  said 
I,ady  CaTX>line  meekly,  '*  yet  I  did  not  (\vhv 
expect  it !"  And  bursting  into  tears,  stu-  start- 
ed up  from  the  »ufa  and  hurried  out  uf  the 
room. 

Her  exit  wa»  so  sudden,  that  Lionel  had  no 
time  to  attempt  to  stop  her:  he  was  frorry  to 
have  distressed  her,  and  after  xh«  wbh  gone  he 
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a  fnscinatiag  but  dJBhoDourablc  f;atnblcr;  y«t 
it  grieved  her  very  deeply  to  tltink  of  thv  mor- 
tification she  knew  .she  mii«t  havt-iiiflictttl  ii]>(>n 
s  person  who  was  very  dear  lo  her  iii  apitc  of 
all  his  faults;  and  she  ooutd  not  help  appre- 
hending that  the  disappoinlment  be  had  just 
met  with  might  have  the  fatal  dfect  of  either 
plunging  him  into  settled  despondency,  or  driv- 
ing him,  ffx>m  mere  desperation,  to  resort  again 
to  his  formrr  ruinous  practices. 

Slic  saw  that  her  mother  was  desirous  to 
encourage  Lionersi  attentions,  and  »he  fdt  that 
■be  ought  to  make  known  to  her  the  deci&ive 
measure  fhc  had  alrt^dy  taken  to  put  a  stop  tn 
thrnt.  The  proiniw  of  ttecrecy  abe  had  given 
to  La<ly  Caroline  Mortimer  made  such  an  ex- 
planation very  difficult ;  and  as  she  deemed  it 
probable  thai  Lord  Dclmore  might  excuse  hint- 
self  from  coming  again  to  Mordaunti  she  fan- 
cied there  could  be  no  great  harm  in  her  delay- 
ing her  intended  oonfeMJon  until  after  he  had 
left  the  country. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

So  firm,  diMgk  gnde,  wu  her  look, 

Uopct'teiMHitaol: 
A  lOlWMtJWf  fiMMtD  ht  Mok, 

And  ioB  twr  piwwua  *ped. 

None  of  the  MnnUunl  family  heard  any  ii>> 
teUigence  of  LurtI  Ddinore  duriog  the  interval 
between  his  moraing  visit  and  the  day  on  which 
he  had  fixed  to  come  and  slay  with  them ;  it 
MKiiini  thrrvfore  quite  certain  that  he  meant  to 
keep  his  engagement. 

Edward  observed  to  his  sister  with  an  iiicre- 
dtilous  s>mile,  *'  that  Khe  might  disclaim  him  ax 
ofien  as  dtc  ploucd,  but  that  he  must  ilill  petntiu 
iu  considering  the  young  peer  as  peculiarly  Arr 
guest ;  and  thai,  scornful  as  fhe  pretended  to 
be,  lie  ha<l  no  doubt  she  would  relent,  and  make 
benelf  very  agreeable  to  him  when  he  arrived" 

Mrs.  Mordaunt'»  manner  was  unusually  fussy 
>in  ihedayof  Lionel's  approach.  Shevrasanxi- 
uus  that  her  daughter  should  look  well;  that 
her  Iiuum;  should  ap|>enr  comfortable,  —  and, 
in  short,  tltat  everything  nhould   we«r  a  pre- 
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po»Mr«.'«ing  a*p(xt  m  ih«  eyes  of  her  noble 
viator ;  and  »he  fidgeted  about  from  one  room 
to  another  in  »  stale  of  nervouii,  but  hnppy  nnd 
important  agitation. 

Augtmla,  on  the  contmry,  wa&  silent,  thought- 
ful,  and  abstracted.  She  looked  forward  with 
much  apprehension  to  the  painful  hoorn  site 
was  Boon  to  Fprnd  in  Lord  Delniore'x  wicicty  : 
and  it  vra»  a  great  relief  to  her,  that  in  ooaw^ 
qucnce  of  her  toother's  numeroun  oeciipationN, 
nhe  was  left  during  a  considerable  part  of  the 
morning  to  sit  alone. 

8bc  strove  to  arm  herself  with  finiineu  to 
meet  the  arduous  trial  that  was  before  her; 
atid  to  prepare  herself  to.  go  through  with  un> 
shaken  courage  the  diffieult  part  slie  was  aware 
that  she  should  have  to  sustain.  She  never 
wavered  for  tin  in*t«nt  in  her  reNolution;  «he 
felt  (hat  her  furlitude  would  nut  dmcrt  iter 
when  it  was  put  to  the  teat :  yet,  as  the  period 
of  Lionel's  arrival  drew  nearer  nnd  nearer,  her 
iineasineM  at  (he  thoughts  of  seeing  him  be- 
came mure  and  more  oppressive. 

The  day  wore  on ; — Mr.  Mordaunl  and  Ed- 
ward came  in  from  their  ride:  Mr*.  Mordntmt 
put  away  her  work,  and  Augusta  brought  her 
chair  closer  to  the  bright  lire  that  blazed  in  the 
wcU-lilled  grate.     The  weather  had  suddenly 
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1;  cold,  flod  a  driving  sort  of  &)«el 
to  beat  ■gainst  ibe  inDdowL 

■wwycd    bcT    daughter's 

hetaeir  Atf  her  toikt  hnd  been 

Cor  Ae  MEMOB ;  but  sbe  made  do  ob> 
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he  wM  have  aTCry  unptcasant 
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imKz  *br  did  Dot  wish 
that  ab*  bad  [■■■iuuslrj«/t  the  iBmr 
licwTt  dJMomfon  which 
'^d  j««  crpmand. 
A^^nwrfMb— r    htlfan  boor— ■■  bour 
it  ted  b«ea*  ()«itr  dark,  and  nothing 
t  dial  I  aril  llim^h  tbe  wiDdows  but 
>  wi  iktt  wbidl  wvtv  sticking  upon 
■aabke  olrar  aatber 
.  n«,c«d  b«  Ibe  famd  %bt  ftoB  tbe  firv' 
*■  Uml  DxbMMv  k  vary  lat*,*  aaid  Mrs. 
M.iiltiWI.   *bo  «oald  IH>  lunger  coDonU  the 
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impatience  sh*  fell  for  his  arrival :  *'  it  wcmti 
to  be  «  pArticukrIy  durk  ii!gl)t,  —  I  liopr  hiH 
)M»it-b»y  has  nut  mistnkcn  thv  road." 

"  There  is  not  much  ftar  of  thai,"  answered 
her  husband;  "he  must  be  very  ingvniouB  if 
he  has  contrived  to  loso  hin  wny  between  I£s1on- 
villeCiutlcand  this  place.  Butourguest  certain- 
ly is  later  than  I  thought  he  would  have  been." 

Another  pause  ensued ;  the  fnuiily  {wrty  Uien 
talked  of  indifTtrri-ni  subjt^ci!!.  Mrs.  Mordaunt 
rang  the  l)eil  lu  order  iDon-  coul»,  and  her  looks 
wandered  from  time  to  time  towards  lh«  clock 
that  stood  upon  the  chimneypiitie.  Th«  sound 
of  ilic  drc*6ing>bGll  roused  Mr.  Mordaunt's 
attention. 

*•  If  Ibis  man  intends  to  come  here  to-day," 
observed  he,  *'  it  is  very  odd  thai  lie  docs  ivot 
make  his  appcwntiicc.  There  is  nothing  so  tire- 
K>mea»  i-x(n-cling  people;— I  am  bored  to  death 
with  sitting  wuiting  fur  him,  and  so  are  we  all." 

"  1  Itegin  to  (hink  there  must  be  some  mis- 
take about  it,"  replied  Mrs.  Mordauiit:  "are 
you  quite  sure  that  this  is  the  day  Lord  Del- 
more  proposed  tocx>nie  to  us?* 

*'  I  an)  certain  that  it  is,"  continued  he  ra- 
ther tastily ;  "  consequi-ntly  there  can  be  no 
mistake.  I  will  not  venture  to  assert  with 
equal  confidence  that  his  lordship  may  not  have 
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(Uunt,  who  fancied  he  must  be  cold  after  his 
wreichvd  drive,  in»iML>d  ii[M]n  hix  coming  to  the 
Grv  and  warming  himself  comfortably  before 
ho  wont  to  divss.  She  little  suspected  that  the 
upprcMion  which  seemed  to  have  beniin)l>ed  all 
hi*  facullie*  wa»  a.  cliitl  at  the  heart,  not  a 
tetnpontry  aflitrtioii  occmioned  by  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather. 

At  dinner  he  exerted  himself  to  tallt.  He 
inquired  about  his  friend  Charles ;  hti  *\ioke  of 
his  on-n  tour,  of  the  party  he  ha<i  left  at  K<ton- 
V tile,  and  of  the  a|>prouching  baicaar;  but  be 
made  no  allu»ioii  to  hiit  own  future  plans  or 
movements.  And  his  hostess  did  not  fail  to 
observe  that  he  addressed  much  more  of  hi* 
ooiiverMition  to  her  than  to  her  daughter, 
althou^^h  l)c  wa»  seated  betwwn  thcni. 

Wlx-n  the  two  ladies  retired  to  the  drawing- 
room,  Mn.  Mordauut  said  to  Augusta, 

"  It  appears  to  me  that  Lord  Delmorc  U 
no(  well  to-day." 

"  I  fear  he  is  not,"  replied  she  with  a  sigh. 

*'  You  niUBt  exert  yourself,  my  love,"  con- 
tinued her  mother.  "  to  endeavour  to  cheer  him 
this  evening.  I  wish  he  wa«  not  going  so  won 
toD'Arcy;  I  am  sure  the  solitude  of  that  place 
caimot  be  good  for  liim  :  it  mopes  him  to  death — 
as  well  it  may.    1  Kuppnsc  it  would  be  imposri' 
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about  his  regret  at  being  obliged  to  set  out 
upon  his  long  journey  nt  u  vi-ry  vnrly  hour. 

"  I  suppose  it  will  l»c  n  good  while  before 
wc  Kvc  you  ngain  in  thii  ]iart  at  ttur  world,  my 
lord  r*  remarked  Mr,  Munlaunt. 

"  I  am  indeed  afraid  thai  wo  are  not  likely 
to  nwcl  very  Bpeodily,"  repliwl  Lionel.  **  My 
future  movement*  aru  extremely  <l(Hibtful ;  nil 
my  prospect*  ore  just  now  in  a  Mate  of  great 
uncertainly.  I  sihall  perhapN  go  ubroail,  and  I 
may  very  probably  remain  upon  the  Continent 
for  several  years." 

Mr.  Mordaunt  made  no  answer  to  this  oom- 
munication;  but  both  )k>  and  Mrs.  Mordaunt 
bade  adieu  to  thi-ir  ^ucit  rather  motv  coldly 
than  tlM'y  hud  welcomed  him  u]ion  bin  arrival. 

He  advanced  to  shake  hondn  with  Auj^uitta, 
but  he  was  unable  to  sptak  to  her ;  an<t  when 
she  perceived  the  ngitntion  of  his  manner  and 
tlie  woeful  exprciMiim  of  hit  countenance  ai  he 
raiHcti  bin  eyes  towardA  hen,  she  felt  as  if  her 
heart  was  going  to  break. 

"May  God  blcKs  you,  Lord  Dclmore  T  she 
faintly  ejaculated. 

Lionel  turned  away  hiR  bead  to  conocol  his 
emotion ;  and  in  an  instant  afterwards  tthe  had 
left  the  room. 

The  air  was  so  piercingly  cold  the  morning 
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to  the  coDveraationi  it  aflLTwards  flagjjed  r«> 
pcfliedly,  and  was  ooly  carri^  on  at  broken 
intervals ;  for  all  the  party  appeared  unusually 
dull  and  dispirited. 

*'  It  is  inipobsibk-  fur  any  body  in  ihcir  M-fiMK 
to  alteiopt  goin);  out  of  the  house  in  Mtch  a  day 
as  this,"  said  Mr.  Mordaunl,  as  he  walked  away 
^m  a  window  near  which  he  had  been  stand- 
ing for  some  time.  "  Eilward,"  continued  he, 
"if  you  hove  nothing  clue  to  do,  we  may  as 
well  phiy  a  game  at  hilliardft:  it  i»  the  only  ex- 
ercise we  ean  take  this  morning,  and  it  will 
help  us  to  kill  the  great  enemy — Time.* 

Mr.  Mordiiuni  Muntered  oiitof  the  room  oshe 
concluded  thexe  wordii;  his.  non  folluwrd  him, 
and  Augusta  wai  thus  left  alone  with  her  mother. 

She  felt  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  Lord 
Delmorc  if  she  deferred  any  longer  expUining 
to  Mrs.  Mordaunl  the  real  ^tate  of  the  case, 
and  making  known  to  her  the  term*  upon  which 
she  had  placed  herself  with  their  departed 
guest.  She  therefore,  though  with  much  dif- 
ficulty, and  after  many  pauscsi  accontplinhed 
the  arduous  tank  of  giving  her  a  minute  ac- 
count uf  every  word  that  had  been  spoken  by 
Lionel,  Lady  Agnes  Mortimer,  and  herself, 
during  the  last  morning  the  two  former  had 
been  at  Mordnunt. 
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It  wu  vrry  painful  to  ber  to  be  obligtd  to 
aDnle  to  Lord  Delmorc's  mi-conduct ;  uHi,lgf 
fear  o(  iDvolving  hemclf  in  fanhrr  difficultia, 
Aft  did  Dot  dare  to  avow  from  whooi  ibt  but 
iMWdit. 

6he  told  ber  mother  that  sbe  Icncv  tbr  ougfal 
BBl  Id  hun  decided  upon  b  qtwstian  of  toA 
MfHTtMee  •iihout  liaviug  prwknialv  conuilu 
flri  hrr  aboat  it ;  but  she  pleadnJ  tbat  ttir  had 
bats  MkcB  by  Hirpme.  and  that  she  bad  thought 
il  ilmiifaSAj  oe(xt>Mry  to  o-unb  at  oaee  limp 
■be  felt  tbat  ibe  could  not  ooa- 
ibtMslT  eatoongft 
••  Vpoo  BIT  won!,  Angusta,**  oWrr^  Mb. 
Mflcdaatri.  "  I  think  jou  have  bctuvtd  in  a 
■Ml  extnonliDarT  muiDcr :  and  I  cannot  nj 
ihoi  1  si  bD  Bpprove  of  ^-oor  conduct.     You 
ifok  ^  yttor  eaoaeiemxt    and  you    talk  of 
teii^  Kicd  updB  {trindple  i^thca*  are  high. 
:  phasn;— but  it  strikes  ne  that  thai 
■I  be  B  Vffy  iirsD^  and  fall*' 
aar^  wintb  has  iadtiecd  vou  in  lh«  first 
a»  acofit  (be  cttr  of  a  mao  «bo  was 
to  Tou,  and  which    ha*  now  Ivd 
vaa,  witbnrt  anr  saSanit  reaaoa  far  doii^ 
gih  M  dadinr  DMuTring  t  person  jrou  adntl 
f^  !■!■*  al*ST»  preferred  lo  «verjrbod;  dse- 
i^^  Mnon.  br  vour  own  account,  is  Bot  an 
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balitlual  jifamblcr :  i'oiiMt|Uii)tl]r  it  is  ridiculous 
to  pretend  that  you  cannot  c»t<.Tni  him  because 
he  was  oiicf  iiiifortimiilc  rnmiph  to  jjet  into  a 
bod  «T«po  of  thiit  «t)rl  when  lie  wns  very  young. 
Welive  in  an  evil  world ;  and  an  it  is  out  of  our 
power  to  rcrorm  it,  we  must  accommodate  our- 
■elves  to  take  things  as  wc  find  theni,  and  to 
make  the  best  of  it.  If  we  set  oiirteUec  up  as 
being  better  ihnn  our  neiffhbours,  we  render 
oorwlvcd  ab»nr<) ;  and  bHifve  nie,  we  give  nci 
proof  either  of  our  good  wnse  or  our  good  taste. 
Remember  that  perfection  is  not  to  be  found 
upon  earth;  nnti  that  if  you  hare  made  up 
your  mind  to  reject  every  admirer  who  may 
in-ewnl  himselftoyou,  until  you  have  discovered 
a  phwnix  who  is  entirely  free  from  all  failinga, 
you  must  he  contenlcd  to  remain  an  old  mud 
to  ihe  end  of  your  days." 
'  "  I  have  long  thought,"  answered  Augusta 
niounifully,  *'  that  such  will  probably  be  my 
fate;  and  though  It  is  not  ccrt^iinly  the  one  I 
nhould  have  cho»eii  for  mynelf,  I  consider  it 
preferable  to  making  an  unhappy  marriage.  I 
know  that  I  could  not  have  been  happy  as  Lord 
Delmore's  wife." 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  look  ml  earnestly  at  her 
daughter.  ■'  Augusta,"  she  said,  *'  you  canmit 
deceive  me :  I  am  sure  that  there  niu«t  be  >umc 
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grieve  that  your  h«!adatrong  folly  has  loci  you 
to  despise  the  praspctrt  of  a  britlisnt  cstnblUli- 
mcDt,  nod  has  |>rvv7ntcc]  your  forming  ii  coti- 
Dexion  which  would  have  been  partimlarly 
■dvuntageoiH  and  agreeable  to  you  and  to  all 
your  family :  and  for  myself,  I  lament  the 
mortilicaUun  I  feel  in  finding;  that  n  daughter, 
in  whom  I  have  hitherto  lind  eo  much  pride, 
has  now  behaved  in  a  manner  lesa  worthy  of 
tny  approbation  than  I  hud  imagined  it  possible 
she  would  have  done.  There  is  a  thorn  some- 
where, and  /  may  perhaps  never  be  able  to 
discover  it;  but  I  suspect  that  I  know  whose- 
hand  it  was  that  planted  it.  I  pity  Lord  Del- 
more  much.  He  is  naturntly  uniable  ;  he  has 
lately  l>een  dexirotis  to  form  a  plan  of  doim-Klic 
happinent  and  comfort,  and  to  settle  himielf 
mpeclably  at  D'Arcy  ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to 
aay  what  eHect  the  present  disappointment  of 
these  hopes  may  have  upon  him.  Hift  vexation 
may  drive  him  to  contract  disreputable  habits, 
and  m*y  thus  l>ecume  tlie  means  of  warping  his 
character,  and  degrading  it  in  his  own  eslima* 
tion.  V'oti  profess  to  feet  a  regard  fur  him ; 
and  if  he  deserves  that  you  should  do  so,  your 
conduct  towards  him  has,  in  my  opinion,  been 
both  harsh  and  unkind." 

This  was  attacking  poor  Augusta  in  the  most 
vou  II.  P 
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vulnemble  pcnnl :  the  une  sort  of  ideas  bad 
already  more  than  once  suggested  iheitiMlvn 
tn  her  miod  :  and  she  now  began  alniusi  lo 
doubt  if  »be  lud  really  done  right  in  refusing 
to  marry  Lord  I>cJnior& 

Site  a^ed  hervelf  if  it  would  not  hare  been 
more  meritoriuuH  to  have  become  (he  tnstni* 
utent  of  confirming  him  in  bis  good  resolulious, 
and  of  restoring  him  (o  bis  wlf-cstvem,  than 
to  liave  driven  liira  away^  out  of  a  xellish 
apprehensiou  of  endangering  her  own  future 
peace?  And  she  was  well  disposed  lo  peruudc 
herself  (Kat  she  bad  been  strangely  niislaken  in 
FU))pusii)g  it  possible  that  >be  could  have  been 
uiihtt|i|iy  in  a  Mtualion  which  would  hare  given 
her  the  power  of  securing  IJoflel's  comfort  and 
respectability. 

These  backslidiugs  were,  however,  only  mo- 
mentary, and  she  exerted  herself  to  cbecic  them 
with  the  nwst  determined  fortitude.  "  I  wiU 
ivAy"  she  thought,  "allow  my  fedingi  l»  get 
the  ntastcry  over  my  judgment.  My  vanity 
has  induced  roe  to  rate  the  influence  I  might 
have  ubtaiitod  over  Lord  Delmore  too  highly. 
Wtuit  right  lure  I  to  imnpnc  that  I  could 
have  directed  him  to  IJuJ  the  stnught  path  ? 
or  lo  believe  thnl  in  the  hour  of  temptation  I 
could  have  prrvailed  upon  him  lo  keep  it  ?  No, 
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do;  I  will  nvver  rvgnt  tlio  course  that  I  have 
taken.  I  have  acted  according  to  what  I  con- 
sidered to  be  m;  duty  ;  and  if  it  has  been 
erroneouitly,  I  haw  at  leiut  the  coniwliition  of 
knowing  tiint  my  conduct  vta»  dictAtcd  b/  the 
best  in  lent  ion." 

tMr.  Mordaunt  was  4>utrsg«>UBly  angry  when 
be  beard  of  the  dismissal  which  Lord  Ddmore 
had  received  from  his  dnughti-r.     It  ia  not  ni^ 
eessary  to  detail  all  the  m:t«tc  tSinf^  he  said 
both  to  hi*  wifoand  to  Augusta  ii|M>n  the  subject. 
He  told  the  latter  in  concluMun,  "that  he 
■  bad  only  one  more  observation  to  make ; — that, 
although  fhe  had  already  very  ingeniously  cuti- 
Irived  to  disgust  and  send  away  two  excellent 
husbands,  he  gave  hrr  fair  warning,  that  if  any 
Bother  eligible   suitor  should   ever   be   unwise 
enough  to  Ri>licil  her  band,  lie  »hou1d  positively 
inaiflt   upon   her  accepting   him,  whether   she 
liked  doing  so  or  not ;    and,  having  accepted 
Kjdm,  he  should  take  good  care  to  prevent  her 
Binding  a  possibility  of  again  eluding  her  en- 
M  gagcment." 

H  Kdward  was  extremely  surprised  to  learn 
^■from  his  mother  all  that  iuul  been  communi- 
H  cated  to  her  by  Augusta.  Mn.  Mordaunt  re- 
B  quested  him  to  insinuate  himxelf  into  hiii  sister'n 
confuU-nce,  and  also  to  fimi  out  if  it  wa.<i  i^uite 
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would  b«  «  gml  comfort  to  her  to  talk  over 
her  dislreutes  with  her  kind  and  excellent  friL'ixl 
Mi&s  Slanlev.  She  took  her  to  hor  boiidotr. 
and  ihi're  tiiit'Hy  relatod  to  her  the  story  »f 
her  acquaintance  with  Lord  Dclmon',  from  lh« 
time  shf  first  met  him  at  Mr.  \\'i»gfield"s,  lo 
the  hour  of  his  departure  from  her  father's 
house.  She  loUl  her  every  circumstance  she 
had  told  Mrs.  Mordaiiut ;  and  she  also  im- 
parted to  her  that  there  wits  one  oecurrcnoc,' 
extremely  dJshonou ruble  to  Lionel,  which  >he 
had  been  obli^l  lo  conce^  from  her  mother, 
io  consequence  of  a  rash  but  solemn  promise 
she  had  made  to  Lady  Caroline  Mortimer,— by 
whom  the  secret  had  been  communicated  to  her. 
She  did  not  hesitate  distinctly  to  admit,  that 
it  was  her  knowleilge  of  this  mysterious  fact 
whicli  had  decided  her  never  to  agree  to  unite 
herself  lo  Lord  Delmore.  And  finally,  she  beg- 
ged Miu  Stanley  to  tell  her  candidly  if  she  ap- 
proved of  the  maimer  in  which  she  had  conduct- 
ed herself  under  these  trying  circumstances  'r 
^■Mies  Stanley  assured  her  that  she  did.  She 
lamented  the  unfortunate  engagement  she  had 
uontraeted  with  Lady  Caroline ;  but  she  said 
that,  liaving  been  prevailed  uptm  to  enter  into 
it«  »he  waa  certainly  bound  to  keep  it  faith- 
fuUja-'  Sbc  expressed    much   regret   at   Lord 
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**  Wte  k  111  nil  of  Ai^iMtft  aod  illu 
Scaalcy.*^  inqnired  Mr.  MonUaol,  who  woo- 
itrtd  at  their  iaag  aboeaoc  fnxo  the  mt  of  the 
party. 

**  I  do  not  cxocUt  kaow,"  replied  Mrs.  Moa-- 
dauot,  lo  whora  the  qucsliua  was  *HdrB«i«) ; 
"but  I  nuber  beiie*e  ibst  tbe>  w  aJlting 
HOttiping  in  Augusta's  boudoir." 
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JM«IflheyhaTcanylhingto  say  to  one  another, 
why  cannot  ihej-  talk  just  as  wdi  h«v?  I 
hale  these  sort  of  clobctinf^  Miss  SlanWy  in 
a  vfry  good,  cxccllvnc  |n-rwn  ;  Ijot  I  KoniMimrs 
think  that  in  many  re«pecla  Hhe  ia  rather  ultni- 
j^ood:  and  1  have  occeHonally  imagined  that 
Augu«ta  might  ncvrr  Itavr  tnkrn  th<me  ab*unl 
fanvim  into  hvr  h?ad  about  the  cnorroily  of 
Lord  Delinorc''B  having  onc«  lost  money  at 
play,  if  our  worthy  neighbour  liad  not  im- 
partwl  to  her  some  of  her  strict  and  prudisli 
notion*,  and  tiiught  lier  to  expect  that  all  the 
young  men  in  the  world  ought  to  be  ({uitv  as 
stroillaced  and  a>.  correct  In  their  conduct  as 
pious  old  Dr,  Stanley." 

jfii  "  Hush  !  Mr.  Moidaunt,  he  will  hear  you  : 
and,  indeed,  I  believe  that  you  do  his  daughter 
injustice.  I  wi^h,"  she  added  uith  a  kigh, 
"  that  Augusta  had  never  hod  a  woiae  friend 
than  Miss  Stanley.'* 

Tile  entrance  of  the  Iiidy  in  (|uo«ion,  who 
now  came  into  the  room  alone,  jittl  an  end  to 
the  discussion  ;  and  shortly  afterwards  all  the 
Stanley  family  set  out  to  return  to  the  Rectory. 

Thv  Mordunnis  ha<I  been  duly  retuinded  of 
their  engagement  to  go  and  slay  at  Kxtonville 
during  the  week  of  the  Somerton  bazaar  ;  and 
it  may  be  supposed  that,  in  the  present  stale  of 
her  fevtings,  Augusta  looked  forward  to  this 
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occtltMl  to  CArcy  the  very  morning  tSlcr  be 
loft  Kitouvillc,  fthe  felt  a  comfortable  ansurance 
tlial  Au^uiita  must  have  refused  him  i  yet  her 
own  sentiments  towards  him  had  undergone  a 
great  change-  Her  pride  had  been  so  deeply 
wounded  by  the  contempt  he  had  shown  for 
her  when  she  betrayed  at  oncv  her  stronj; 
afTectiuo  for  him  and  the  buNeiieis  of  which, 
she  had  been  guilty  toward*  her  rira],  luid 
she  had  been  so  much  mortified  by  the  cold- 
neu  with  whidi  he  liud  treated  her  itfterwards 
that  her  former  attachment  fur  bint  was  con- 
verted into  something  very  like  hatred.  Slie 
had  a  malicious  kind  of  satisfa<:ttoo  in  reflect* 
ing,  that  if  Lord  Delmore  had  repaid  Arr  love 
with  soorn,  she  had  amply  avenged  the  insult 
by  teaching  the  object  of  his  affection  to  despise 
Aim  in  return. 

When  the  Monlaunis  arrived  at  KMonvillci 

■  Lady  Caroline  did  not  npring  forward  to  wel- 
come Augu»ta  with  her  accustomed  demon- 
stratioUK  of  dt^light.     She  greeted  her,  as  Mrs. 

m  Mordaunt  thought,  rather  haughtily :  and 
Lady  Mary  Carringlon  also  advanced  to  meet 

tber  with  much  lew  emprttttmatt  than  formerly. 
I  Dstead  of  tormenting  her  afterwards  by  say- 
ing spiteful  and  galling  things  to  her  under 
the  ma«k  of  afiecled  friemUhi)),  Liuly  Caroline 
kept  aloof  from  her  society,  and  left  her,  as 
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ihr  iJbmmd  to  Philip,  "  eotirely  to  th«  gni 
an  of  bcT  ««<«r  Acms." 

"  Yes,"  panued  Lad;  Harj,  "  since  I  un- 
dtntud  Uut  tbe  Um  Ume  AuguaU  wa&  h«i« 
ibt  ^d  Dot  choocc  to  he  coobidered  npc  of  iio«i 
we  cm  Boae  of  u*,  1  knagine,  fcvl  the 
:  dtsiR  lo  ooort  her  bade  to  our  frutidthip 
■s*.  We  viU  aUov  sobod;  who  uiKkfT«lua 
ihe  yii'ihgw  to  ooatouie  to  belong  lo  our  «f." 

**To  be  Hire  we  viO  oot,"  replied  Isdy 
Cwofiac :  •'  whjr  ihouU  tc  ?  La  MJc  A  uguM 
hw  Ikcb  tXtnmlj  admired,  aod  bhe  was  very 
I  tbc  b^aoa  last  yew :  but  who  was  it  (bat 
'  ber  so :  There  sre  tDanr  other  beautiful 
tJB  the  world ;  and  whra  »lte  u  left  to  stand 
catirdr  upon  ber  owa  ntriu.  At  «iU  find  thai 
■be  is  oal;  Angmta  Monlawil  after  aU." 

lo  Beoonlaaoe  with  the  spiteful  plan  they 
had  fanaed.  tbe  two  nnaimaMe  ■alera  continued 
lo  treat  Hat  Monlaunl  with  cold  and  scropu- 
Im»  ciriliiy.  Tbej  oerer  invited  her  tu  join  in 
Mirafthar  jokes;  the^  excluded  her  from  their 
Eaivutvd  cotme,  and  tbejr  would  not  crco  pemiit 
their  own  particular  frietids  to  talk  much  to  her. 

Thaa,  she  who  had  before  been  courted  and 
ttn  aAcr — whu  had  met  withnuihtng  but  adni* 
nUMn  whcrvrtr  she  a}^MMml.  now  saw  lienelf 
QV«cl«>ked  and  tkaerted  bjr  atraost  every  one 
but  I<^j  AfW«i  wboc*  kiodnew  and  afleciioii 
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towordit  Ui-r  seemed  to  incmsc  in  proportion  u 
that  of  other  people's  dtminivhcd. 

Augusta  had  loiig  hccomc  acquainted  with 
ttui  hrortlcKs  character  of  her  former  friends ; 
Mid  tit-r  tho4ighlB  were  so  much  engrossed  by 
oonnderalioiks  of  deeper  interest,  that  she  per- 
haps felt  less  keenly  mortified  by  their  bC' 
havioiir  than  she  might  have  done  at  any  oth«r 
inonuMit  of  her  life.  Yet  »li!l  nobody  likes  (o 
be  ntgleeted,  more  particularly  afler  having 
been  accustomed  to  lie  flattered;  and,  in  spile 
of  all  her  philosophy,  it  must  be  confessed  that 
Augusta  tlui  feel  mortified. 

Mrs.  Moidaunt  wa«  outrageously  so,  and 
found  ^ri-nt  diiUculty  in  restraining  her  secret 
indignation  agninat  Lady  Caroline. 

Our  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Twision  wa*  one 
of  the  guests  who  were  now  assembled  at  K«- 
tODviUe.  Lady  Caroline  had  requested  he  might 
be  invited,  as  she  considered  him  a  very  proper 
pcnoti  to  be  made  a  prey  of  at  the  bazaar. 

HeHlill  went  through  the  daily  farce  of  pay- 
ing his  high-flown  compliments,  and  expressing 
his  deep  devotion  to  her  scornful  ladyship;  yet, 
wonderful  to  relate,  he  had  Mtiflicient  indepen- 
dence of  character  to  show  the  same  degree  of 
attention  to  MissMordaunt  that  he  had  always 
done.  Fie  perceived  that  she  was  in  rii«gracc 
with  the  ladies  at  Kstonville  — he  thought  that 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Come,  buy  of  ine,  come;  corae  buy,  coroe  buy. 

The  bazsnr  at  Somertcm  wt-nt  oft'  as  such 
scenes  commonly  do:  a  greAt  many  people 
came  to  it ;  a  great  many  pretty  and  a  great 
many  ugly  things  were  sold  at  it,  and  a  much 
Urger  sum  of  roonty  was  collected  than  hud 
been  originally  required  for  die  object  of  the 
charily.  What  becume  of  the  iiurpluB,  no  one 
ever  knew  ;  but,  ast  it  was  placed  in  such  good 
and  respectable  hands  as  Miss  Carcwell's,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  honestly  ajiplicd  to 
some  very  excellent  and  praiseworthy  use. 

H       The  Eatonvillc  party  were  allowed  the  pri> 

^   nilcgc  of  being  admitted  to  a  private  view  of 
the  faticy  works,  before  the  doors  were  thrown 

■   i^>cii  to  the  public,  on  the  morning  of  the  sale. 
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to  your  exerdoDs;  and  I  mm  vure  I  am  not 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  all  the  decoradoDs 
of  the  room  have  been  regulated  by  i/our  toate. 
You  haw  iiiit  fuigotlen  your  toik-t  cithvr,  in 
the  multiplicity  of  your  cnn-s:  your  bat  ia 
()uite  perfect,  —  um  peu  coquette,  but  ell  thv 
tDure  becoming  for  that; — I  know  the  tour' 
neur  too  well  to  ask  you  where  it  was  roaou- 
factured." 

Poor  MiM  Carewell  »Riitcd,  and  bluHh«tl, 
and  nmiled  again,  while  *h«  liittvncd  to  com- 
]))iRientH  that  deliglited  her  beyuml  expression, 
l>erau»e  tliey  trea«herou»ly  llattervd  twr  vanity 
in  every  point  upon  which  it  was  moet  sensibly 
alive. 

*'  Ob,  deATcst  Lady  Curolinv  '~  tin-  exclaim- 
ed* "  you  an  too  good  !  you  give  me  far  more 
merit  Ihao  I  dewrve.  You  do  not  revoUeet 
how  wiy  MiwcA  1  am — we  are  all,  indebtetl  to 
Lady  Kutoiiville'ii  patronage,  aad  to  your  very 
kiiwl  a»i stance." 

Mrs.  Forter  was  one  of  (he  Somerton  ladies 
who  kept  anollur  of  the  »Ullit.  i^he  wai*  nrrnyud 
in  «very  colour  of  the  rainbow ;  her  face  was 
bright  crimfton  ;  and,  in  spite  o(  the  heat,  buv- 
tle  and  importance  which  evidently  oppre^ed 
her,  she  hod  a  well  satisfied  smile  of  great 
happiness.      She  cordially    shook   hands  with 
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polite,  I  am  sure,"  exclaimed  she,  "  lo  ihink  gf 
me  »hen  he  is  go  far  away ;  and  I  oiily  wLsh 
ihnt  I  had  done  w\y  (itiire  of  work  pretty  ur 
gcntcd  enough  lo  be  worth  Mi  ba.iing,'" 

La<]y  Caroline  now  joined  in  the  conirersu- 
tioD,  and  observed,  "  that  she  could  not  allow 
Mr*.  Porter  to  underrate  the  value  of  her  per- 
formances in  that  way  ;  though  among  such  a 
profuBion  of  templing  ttiing»  it  mJglit  certainly 
puxzle  Mrf>.  Morduunt  to  make  a  choice,  at  it 
wax  »carcely  possible  to  single  out  any  one 
that  wan  very  decidedly  prettier  than  all  the 
others." 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  your  ladyship, ■*  an- 
swered Mrs.  Porter:  "  I  am  delighted  that 
your  hulyship  ndmirc«  what  I  have  got  tt  my 
stall."  And  pulling  forth  a  flaming  red  and 
bright  green  worsted  comforter,  she  addrenMd 
herself  to  Augusta.  "  This  comforter,"  she 
continued,  "is  my  onn  knitting,  and  I  really 
flatter  myself  it  >%  rather  handsonie :  the  pal- 
tern  was  taken  from  one  that  a  friend  of 
mine  hrought  straight  fmm  London.  Per- 
haps Captain  Mordjiunt  would  condecceiid  to 
wear  it ;  it  would  keep  him  nice  and  wami 
witen  he  goes  out  hunting  these  cold  winter 
mornings." 

*''0h  yes,''  said  Augusta,  "it  is  just  the 
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.  ,*'  You  i»a>-  laugh  nl  mo  if  j-ou  please,'*  con> 
linued  her  laJyKliip,  "but  it  divorttHl  mv  I'X- 
cessively  to  »ev  the  charitable  ladies  to  eii- 
cbanted  with  theni^lvea  and  with  their  own 
perfbrmadce^  and  bo  perfectly  persuaded  that 
Kt  must  be  iblouiet  and  enchanted  with  them 
alwi.  Thwi  the  figurt-s — the  dresses  that  were 
exhibited  with  oonxcioUM  pride  and  NaliNfaetion ! 
and  that  certaiidy  were  much  too  gumi  to  lie 
easily  forj^tten  I  You  tturely  mu*t  have  been 
amused  with  !U3me  of  them  ?'' 

"  Oh,  undoubtedly  there  were  many  ad- 
mirable quizzes.  Your  eloquence  in  irreflUii- 
blc,  and  can  give  any  colouriog  you  wish  to 
the  dullest  subject-  I  begin  to  suspect  that 
you  will  coon  persuade  mv  to  believe  ihnt  the 
Gccne  we  have  just  l<^ft  was  a  particularly  enter- 
taining one." 

Lady  Caroline  laughed.  **  You  do  me  ia- 
jubtioe,'*  «he  satd.  *'  I  had  no  intention  of  at- 
tempting anything  so  ultra  as  making  you 
think  that  bhtck  wa»  white  :  I  only  desired  to 
mention  to  you  what  had  appeared  diverting  to 
me.  ThuHC  who  know  me  best,  are  well  aware 
that  I  was  always  blessed  with  a  keen  percep- 
tion of  the  ridiculous.*' 

•*  The  Carewell  excelled  herself  lo-day,"  m- 
claimed   Lady  Mary ;  *'  and  I  look   forward 
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with  gTMt  delight  to  tbe  brilliuit  Kcounu  the 
will  pxe  U9  beivaf^n*  of  tlie  coiiipljtn«oU  that 
hare  been  paid  her,  and  the  conquvnu  xhc  hat 
made  at  her  baxaar.  I  am  convinced  khc 
thought  all  the  ladies  envied  her,  and  oil  the 
j^tiemeo  wvrc  deeply  in  lovr  «riUi  her." 

**  To  be  sore  she  di(l,~  rejoined  Ladj  Caro- 
liae:  **a«d,  as  far  as  ojie  genttt-man  was  con- 
led,  I  am  not  quite  certain  liiat  >he  was 
niitakeD.  Mr.  Twiston  paid  her  very  devoted 
•ttentioa.  I  wi^  with  all  my  heart  that  he 
would  marrr  her;  I  will  try  to  give  hito  a 
little  good  wtvice  tipnn  the  subJMrt :  they  ore 
admirably  >tiited  to  one  another — it  would  be 
qtdte  a  btlle  aUianee.'" 

**  That  MtsA  Liura  Stanley  is  a  rery  (uvtty 
girl,"  reniArked  (he  fivnilenian. 

'*  Ves,"  answered  Lady  Mary,  *'  she  is  a 
very  pretty,  inupid  little  thing :  whenever  you 
meet  ber,  you  mo  the  same  amiable  unmeaning 
smile  upon  her  lips;  she  has  no  variety  <iT 
countenance.  M'ould  you  believe  that  ohc  was 
iboltsh  eoou^  to  refuse  Sir  Cbarle*  Parker  a 
short  time  ago,  with  the  Iu>pe  of  some  day  or 
other  I>eonmiiig  Mrs.  Edward  Mordaunt  7  It 
if.  a  brilliant  pn>>pcet  certainly  I  Vet  1  ima- 
gine ber  future  M/e-mire  does  not  feel  pecu- 
liarly obliged  to  her  for  having  preferred  it  to 
tlwt  which  our  friend  placed  before  her." 
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,f  It  would  be  tedious  to  relate  luorc  of  this 
9on  of  conversation,  which  went  on  with  Ultlc 
interiuiMioit  till  the  end  of  llic  drire. 

Everybody-  appcnrwl  fatigued ;  and  the  evea- 
iag  waa  pawed  in  lolkini;  over  the  occurrences 
of  tile  day, — in  comparing  ihc  various  piir- 
chaMS  that  had  been  made,  and  in  dl^cuMiing 
the  comparaiivi:  mcritB  of  the  dilTerent  statla.^,, 
The  sale  the  following  inDrniug  passed  off 
rather  more  heavily  than  the  preceding  one 
bad  done ;  yet  it  was  sooner  brought  to  a  con- 
elusion,  as  there  was  to  be  a  ball  at  night. 
Some  of  the  huliet  who  appeared  at  it  I<ti>ked 
a  little  jaded  by  their  previuu»  exertions;  but 
the  dancing  was  kept  up  with  much  spirit,  and 
Lady  CiiroHiie  Murliiocr  had  the  satisfaction 
of  watching  Miss  CarewcU  and  Mr.  Twinton 
figuring  away  together  iu  a  quadrille. 

Her  ladyship  had  nniu^ed  herself  the  night 
before  by  speaking  much  in  Miss  Carewcll's 
praisci  and  when  she  perceived  that  Mr.  Twiiu 
tun  was  listening  to  her,  she  snid  in  a  grave 
voice  to  Lndy  Mary,  "  that,  until  thi»  bazaar, 
■he  liad  had  no  idea  their  friend  had  possessed 
so  much  weight  and  inHiicnce  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  that  hk-r  personal  popularity  had  enublc<l 
'  her  to  carry  her  plan  siiecewnfully  into  eflect  i 
'  and  that  she  had  really  done  wonders." 
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Tbe  bait    took    adtninbl;.      Mr.   Tmtton 
to  look  upon  tbe  queen  of  (be  baxur  u 
'  •  pefwn  of  M»ne  conaequenee,  and  delennined 
to  treat  her  <ritb  iocxeMed  att^ntiuD. 

Ai  DO  man  of  hi^cr  raok  advaoced  to  dajm 
tbtr  hand  at  tbe  ball,  be  irnturod  to  irtiucsi 
dtt  hfloour  of  dandi^  llir  6ni  quadrillv  with 
her :  ibe  aaiUed  a  ddigfatcd  aMcnt ;  and  when 
tbey  stood  up,  Ladr  Can^ine  whispered  to  her 
own  partner, 

"  You  win  aDow  that  1  hare  fanned  that 
iamc  with  tolerable  (Jcill ;  do  pray  remark  how 
hopefully  it  bom*." 

Augutia  did  not  make  ber  appearance  tbat 

ercaing  at  Somerion.     Mrs.  Mordaunt   could 

not  bear  to  permit  ber  beautiful  daughter  to  be 

seen  in  the  character  of  ■  neglected  daniMl  at 

a  countrj-ball ;  and  «hc  wa;'  aware  that  Lady 

Caroline  would  feel  a  opitcful  pleasure  in  mor- 

tifving  her  there,  if  it  was  in  her  power  (o  do 

so,     She  coDBc<|iieiillr  pretended  to  think  her 

too  ill  and  too  much  tired  to  allow  ber  to  ven- 

lurv  out  at  night. 

I  Augusta  her«clf  had   no  desire  to  join  the 

I         dxndng-party ;  and  as  the  really  had  a  slight 

1         roM,  the  plea  her  mother  made   aounded  ex- 

I         tremely  plausiblfi. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


- —  Quite  d«jecied  with  my  worn, 

H«  left  me  to  my  pnil« ; 
And  lought  a  loUlude  foilorii, 

In  Mcral,  wherv  he  ditd. 

GoLDtKITII. 

TiiK  party  at  Kstonvjlli;  did  not  nsscmlilc 
until  ooiiHiOerubly  later  than  usual  the  uiorniiig 
alter  the  ball;  but  Augusta  MordauDi,  who 
had  been  Up  in  good  lira*,  went  to  visit  Lady 
Agiics  (luring  her  toilet,  to  he»r  an  nccount 
of  the  |)reci-diiig  evening. 

The  latter  waa  just  giving  her  a  description 

of  Mrs.  Porter's  exertions  in  a  country -dance, 

when  she  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of 

b«r  tnaidf  who  came  to  bring  her  a  letter,  and 

then  retired  again. 

I  Lady  Agnes  blu^ied   when  »he  received  it, 

I         for  »-\k  tutw  by  the  direction  that  it  won  fruui 

I         Captain  Mordaunt.     It  was  scaled  with  lAird 

I         I>clmore's  seal;  and  as  this  circumstance  in- 

■         formed  her  he  must  be  staying  at  D'Arcyi  she 
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Miss  Mordnunt  tiirtird  very  faint,  nnd  could 
wilh  difficulty  Mipport  herself,  wliilo  her  com- 
pwiwn  continued, — 

"  OIj,  Augusta  !  you  will,  I  know,  feel  for 
me.  Slid  feci  with  nie,  when  I  tell  you  that  my 
dear  Lionel  ih  very  dangerously  ill,— thai  hit 
life  is  despaired  of !" 

When  Lady  Agnes  pronounced  these  la^t 
wonls,  poor  Augusta  started  as  if  n  ditgger  had 
pierced  her  heart ;  she  utter«tl  a  faint  scrt'om 
and  then  fell  senseless  upon  the  floor.  ' 

Her  friend  contrived  to  ratte  her  aa  well  as 
she  could,  Imlhitl  her  templea  with  tau  <k 
Cvti^ne  and  M>on  rralorett  her  to  herself. 

'*  You  are  very  good  to  me,  Agnes,"  »he 
said,  as  she  affectionately  squeezed  her  band ; 
"and  I  am  very  much  AKhnmcd  of  having  tor> 
menled  you  with  uneauiieHs  npon  my  account 
at  such  a  moment  a.i  this.  I  do  pity  you  with 
all  my  heart,  and  sympathise  most  sincerely  in 
your  Korrow.  Is  there  no  hope?  You  must 
let  me  hear  evcrylhiiigaliout  him, — every  par- 
ticular of  his  illness ;  pray  conceal  no  circum- 
stance from  ray  knowledge." 

"  Your  brother's  letter,"  answered  Lady 
Agnc8>  "  contains  all  the  information  I  pos- 
sess :"  «nd  she  held  it  towanis  her  m  she 
spoke. 


J 


It 


TSK   BEU   or   UOROAtnCT. 


■ttwpled  to  rati  it ;  but  the  vat 
by  hrr  l«ars,  tliat  it  wu 
•be  oould  Mcooiplish  tlK 


TW  aseooat  Cbarin  gne  of  LntJ  DelnuMV 
id  wMiaily  bMn  «rittca  nader  great  di»tre« 
Tand;  5«t  ii  was  ntfldeatly  distiDcl.  He 
■i,  "beaBdRMnid  that,  owing  to  tWuDUSual 
cf  dK  vMtbrr,  Lioori  h*il  caught  & 
nig  bii  joumcT  to  th«  >'onh ; 
ibM  bp  bad  mthnmat^y  otghxud  it  after  hr 
■rnfd  at  D'Art.  and  bad  allowed  it  to  pt 
vonr,  until  it  appeared  likely  to 
hb  dkcK.  That  •vea  ib«n  be  hati 
ly  refUwd  to  wad  for  medical  advkv, 
bi  tfk»  of  aQ  the  catreatica  of  hi*  attached 
old  Morrin  and  Fltftchn-.  That  at 
I  ibe  btm  had  become  wo  senously  alarm- 
ad,  Ibat,  witbont  mentioaiiig  his  inteotioti  to  aoy 
«■»(  be  had  written  to  kim  to  let  bira  know 
batr  S  Lord  DalaMrv  was,  and  to  eonjur?  kin 
aa  coaa  ff  fKMfldet  and  taki-  care  of  him  before 
ll  vaaiDO  laCe-  That  upon  rcveiTing  Fk-1cb«-*« 
letter,  be  had  of  coorw  obtained  leare  to  w1 
out  far  I>*Arcy  without  dday :  and  that  when 
be  ivacbed  thai  place,  he  had  found  gioof  IJo- 
ad  ui  a  Buch  mor?  dao|;prous  slate  than  he 
had  expected :  thai  the  complaint  was  taking 
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an  iuflaiuniQtory  turn ;  and  that,  insteiad  of  con- 
sulting hiji  frieitd'fi  wisbrs,  it  had  been  abso> 
lutely  ttecaaary  inMontly  to  despatch  an  cx' 
press  for  the  uearent  pliytk-iun.  That  though 
Lord  Delmore  had  expressed  great  pleasure 
wht-n  ho  was  informed  of  his  arrival,  and  had 
believed  it  to  have  been  acddcntnl,  the  e\- 
dlement  (^  aecing  him  had  unhappily  ag- 
gravated all  hia  bad  ayroptoms ;  and  that  be- 
fore the  doclor  made  his  appearance,  the  in- 
flammation had  iiicrcaM-d  to  no  fearful  a 
lieighl,  that  his  recovery  ajipeared  almost 
bopelesa.** — "A  few  hours,"'  concluded  Charles, 
"  must  now  decide  his  fate.  I  fervently  pray 
that  his  life  may  be  spnrrd  to  us ;  but  1  should 
decelTe  you,  if  I  told  you  that  Dr.  Thomwood 
had  given  me  the  least  ray  of  encournRcmcnt,  or 
if  I  said  (liat  I  was  cheered  by  any  Mmg\iin« 
f««ling  of  my  own.  It  grteves  me  to  know  Iww 
much  this  letter  will  afSict  you.  I  only  send 
it  at  prcw.'nt,  because  I  think  that  in  case  my 
worst  apprehensions  should  be  loo  fatally  veri- 
fi«l,  it  will  prepare  you  for  a  shock  which  1  am 
well  aware  Ihat  your  strong  aflection  for  poor 
Lionel   will  render  peculiarly  overpowering  to 

you." 

Augusta  returned  the  letter  to  I^ady  Agnes, 
and  neither  of  them  spoko  for  many  minuiea; 
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tbej  oould  find  no  hope  to  cling  to,  no  cont^i 
fort  to  suggest,  and  they  continued  to  weep 
ia  nlrncc.  Both  were  deeply  dutrcwed^  but 
MUi  Murdaunt's  reelings  wen  the  ino»t  Bcutcljr 
painful:  ithe  cuuld  not  help  Ruspccling  that 
she  had  be«n  in^lrunicnlal  in  prvcipittuing  lh« 
awful  catastrophe  which  it  now  ap|ieiircd  to  be 
beyond  the  power  of  human  nkill  to  avert. 
8hv  frarvd  that  Ljottel's  disappoint  meut  at 
Mordaunt  might  have  caused  him  to  lake  less 
care  in  guarding  himwlf  a^aintt  the  indrnieiicy 
of  the  weather  while  he  was  travelling  North* 
than  under  happier  circumxtaiKeit  be  would 
naturally  bare  done ;  and  she  was  much  ia- 
clioed  to  imagine  that  vexation  and  svlf-rv- 
prooch  might  afterwards  have  preyed  upon  hia 
mind,  and  hnve  induced  him  to  nrgWt  the 
prewTvaiion  of  hiw  health.  The  same  w>rt  of 
ideait  had  occurretl  to  iMdy  Agoea,  and  had 
heightened  the  compassion  she  felt  for  her  un- 
happy com|)anion. 

At  len;{th  site  row  from  her  rhair.  "I  muU 
go,"  iJie  said,  "and  perfonn  tlie  aad  duty  uf 
cumm  union  ling  my  melancholy  intelligence  tt 
my  father  and  uwther.  I  un  sorry  to  lesv 
you,  dear  Augusta;  but  1  trust  you  will  stil 
be  here  when  I  come  back." 

Miss  Mordaunt  promised  to  await  her 
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turn  :  ind  the  nionicnt  Lady  Agnc*  dowd  the 
door,  sh«  threw  herself  upon  Iter  knees,  and 
prayed  long  and  earnestly  for  Lord  Ddmorc's 
reooTery,  and  likewise  for  Mrengtii  and  for- 
titude to  bear  her  preaent  anxiety,  and  to 
support  every  future  trial  l)ut  might  be  sent 
her. 

When  Lady  Agne*  rejoined  her,  she  found 
her  much  more  compDHed  than  she  had  IqU  her;' 
She  told  her  that  Lord  and  Lady  Eslonvilte 
had  been  cxirciiicly  shocked  by  hmniig  of 
Lionel's  dang<.T ;  but  that,  after  the  former  had 
read  Charles's  letter  a  second  time,  he  had  not 
considered  the  case  quite  ao  desperate  as  at 
first  : — that  be  had  recommended  her  to  en- 
dc«vour  to  keep  up  her  spirits,  and  to  re. 
m«mb<>r  that  while  life  remained  hope  conid 
never  be  entirely  extinct ;  and  hud  added,  (hat 
be  was  not  himself  by  any  means  inclined  to 
deapair.  '<' 

Augusta  caught  at  the  possibility  of  Lord 
DelmoreV  amendment,  as  a  comU-innccI  criiiiiiiol 
might  Iwvc  canght  at  the  hint  of  a  pardon ; 
and  I^dy  Agnes  was  very  willing  lo  be  per- 
suadetl  that  ('harles's  extreme  anxiety  about 
bis  friend  might  have  led  him  to  bcUeve  his 
danger  grcutcr  than  It  really  was.  In  shorty 
(hey  both  began  to  look  forward  lo  the  arrival 
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iBiiinl   with  K- 

fcr  ft  lag  vUe  ibe  ooouaued 

lo  ctMubct  V  flOO* 
htrsBU'  op  in  her  own  raon, 
voold  BR  Dobod;,  and  tlwt 
*  Si  adt  cnv  vbo  bnnl  at  ba  dnpu'r. 
TV  bid  atwv  tl»i  Iiord  uid  Lady  Etxou- 
le  had  rvodwd  looa  tpnad  throu^  the 
and  tbax  nuaieroua  gueats  thought  it 
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would  be  right  immedUtelT^  to  disperse.  When 
th«ir  Iwtit  heard  of  thiit  intention,  however,  lie 
rrqucxtcd  ihAl  they  wmiUI  nut  put  it  into  ex- 
Kiitiun  that  day.  He  said,  *'  he  trusted  he 
miglit  have  a  more  favourable  account  of  Ixhx] 
Delmore  the  following  morning;  and  that  in 
that  cajK'  lie  thoiild  very  much  rrgrct  having 
been  unnt-ceMarilj  deprived  of  the  society  of  his 
friendft." 

Thiji  arrangement  was  much  more  convenient 
to  those  who  had  c-ome  from  a  diitnnc«  than 
an  instant  dqurlun-,  and  was  consequently 
agreed  to  without  difficulty.  All  the  party 
made  their  preparations  for  leaving  KatonviUe 
the  next  morning,  while  every  individual  sin- 
cerely wished  that  these  preparations  might 
prove  uiinen-ssary. 

When  Mrs.  Mordaunt  did  not  find  her 
daughter  down-stairs,  she  guexsed  that  »hr 
must  be  with  Lady  Agnes ;  and  as  she  wai 
anxious  to  see  them  both,  she  went  to  seek 
them  in  her  room.  She  did  not  affect  pnrticu- 
larly  to  notice  Augusta,  yet  her  manner  to- 
wards lier  was  unusually  kind.  She  seated 
herwif  by  Lady  Agnes,  and  the  latter  was  ex- 
tremely gratifie<i  by  the  warm  sympathy  she 
expressed  for  her  dislress,  and  by  the  deep  in- 
terest she  seemed  to  feel  for  Lord  Delmore. 
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the  nalural  coune  of  things.  Tlicm  wsh  one  for 
Lady  Agnes:  she  was  sitting  nitli  her  nivlher, 
and  her  father  rarrii-d  it  to  her  hini.telf. 

"  Here  is  a  red  k-hI  ;"  lie  wiid,  "  therefore 
I  hope  that  nil  will  Iw  well."  i 

She  Murcvd  up  a»d  took  it  from  hii  hiuid; 
but  hi-r  fingers  trembled  so  violcntlj-  that  »Ik' 
could  scarcely  open  it.  Having  glunced  her  eye 
hastily  over  (he  (irsl  sentence,  **  Ttiank  God !" 
the  •xcluimed,  "  he  i»  still  alive,— he  is  likely 
(o  recover !"  And  then,  overpowered  by  her 
feeliag»i,  site  sunk  down  upon  lier  chair. 

Captain  Mordaunt's  deseripliun  of  Lord  Del- 
more's  Htuation  vm  eompmi-d  in  two  brief 
pogt-s.  He  announced  that  Itw  crisis  of  Liouel'is 
compUint  wa«  over,  and  thai  it  liod  taktii  a 
favourable  turn,— in  short,  that  Dr.  Thorowoud 
nuured  hiin,  if  hin  patient  had  no  relapu;,  tlwt 
thent  was  every  pruspect  of  his  recovery.  He 
added,  *'  tlul  after  his  first  letter  was  despatch* 
ed,  his  poor  friend  had  become  considerably 
worae;  aiid  that  everybiKly  aWut  him  looked 
upon  tiia  ameudnieiiE  an  quite  iuiraculou.<t." 
11.  Lady  CarolinvH  joy  and  exultation  when  slic 
heard  thai  a  uttiifaclory  account  ha4l  bevn 
received  of  her  cousin,  were  as  great  at  her 
grief  and  depression  had  been  the  day  before. 
But  after  her  first  happiness  iiad  in  Knne  niea- 
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atonecneDt,  she  d«(erininctl  to  ga  riuI  sec  lum 
without  an  instant's  delay. 

His  mother's  unexjiected  arrival  gave  Lord 
Delmore  more  satisfaction  than  mo&t  things 
would  ha%-c  done.  It  gratifird  him  extremely 
to  find  thftt  she  wax  at  It'nglh  ditpoM-d  to  treat 
him  wiU)  the  affLTtion  ofa  part-nt ;  hv  no  longer 
Mt  himself  a  fur]i>ni  and  deserted  being :  he 
woi  deeply  obliged  to  Lsdy  Delmore  for  the 
painful  exertion  she  had  made  in  coming  to 
D'Arcy ;  and  as  his  malady  had  originally  been 
much  upon  his  spirits,  her  prcttencc  caused  an 
agreeable  sort  of  excitement  which  prorcd  very 
bonelicial  in  promoting  his  rccovcry- 

In  another  point  of  viuw  her  appearance  was 
also  particularly  well  tinwd,  mihI  was  the  greatest 
possible  ri-lief  to  Charles,  whose  short  leave  was 
nearly  expired,  and  who  could  not  lic^r  the 
idea  of  consigning  Lionel  entirely  to  the  eare 
of  Fletcher ;  who,  though  a  most  attentive 
nurse,  could  not  supply  his  own  plaoe  as  a 
companion  to  the  invalid. 

Captain  Mordaunt's  first  meeting  with  Lady 
Delmore  wo*  rather  an  awkward  one  to  him- 
»lf,  as  he  was  aware  that  ^he  hated  his  very 
name,  because  she  considered  his  approaching 
marriage  with  Lady  Agnes  Morlimer  a  great 
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it  (U'Hiruhle  that  Lionel  should  spciul  some  time 
in  a  warrorr  climate.  That  Dr.  Thornwocxl  hod 
■uggesited  the  Weat  uf  KD|;lund,  wliich  »he  hIw) 
deemed  preferable  in  his  case  to  tiie  Continent  ; 
US  (akiitf;  him  abroud  would  revive  very  pun- 
ful  recollect  ions  in  his  niiud.  That  it  waa  her 
intention  to  hint  to  her  son  that  he  must  re- 
quire a  little  change  of  air  to  recruit  his  strength 
aAer  eo  serere  an  itlne&s,  and  to  propose  to 
him  to  aeconi)>itny  her  to  Oevonxhire  as  toon 
as  Ik  should  be  well  enough  tu  bear  the  jour- 
ney." She  graciously  added,  "  that  as  she 
imagined  Captain  Morditunt  would  be  in  town 
in  the  spring,  and  travelling  was  »o  easy  to 
gentlemen,  it  would  give  her  much  plea:>ure 
if  her  son  could  induce  him  to  pay  tbeni  a 
visit.*' 

Chnrli-s  nas  delighted  wiih  Lady  Delmore's 
scheme,  an<l  he  iiad  the  «ati.ifiictio»  of  heiiriog 
it  talked  over  and  arranged  with  Lionel  himself 
before  he  departed  for  ScotLond.  lie  had  so 
many  objects  of  interest  elsewhere,  that  he  now 
became  impatient  to  be  reletisctl  from  his  re- 
gimental duty.  His  father  had  exerted  him* 
self  to  facihlnte  his  wishes,  and  had  obtained 
for  him  a  promiste  of  promotion,  which  he  hopetl 
to  see  very  soon  rati6ed  in  the  Gazette 

"  What    could   be  the  reason,'"  said   Mrs. 

VOL.  in.  c 


;  *;ct  I  mgne  mtli      B 

^ iAAj.      It  b     * 

IwBKbt  of: 


THE   HEIR  or    MORDAUNT. 

am  »ur«,  immediately  comcnunicate  to  me  your 
discovery  .* 

Lady  Agnts  readily  engaged  to  do  this;  but 
she  had  nftcrwrnrds  no  opportunity  of  possess- 
ing herself  of  any  farther  information.  She 
heard  fre()ui-*ntly  from  her  aunt,  and  occasion- 
aUy  from  Lionel,  during  his  convflleacence  ;  yet, 
when  Lady  Delmore  and  lier  son  removed  from 
Yorkshire,  they  declined  slopping  at  Eetonvtllc 
in  their  way  to  Devontliire,  though  it  would 
have  taken  them  very  little  out  of  their  direct 
road. 
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gay-Epirited,  light-hearted  person  Hh«  lind  for- 
merly been.  She  did  not  permit  herself,  how- 
ever, to  eiicnurage  melancholy  thoughtti,  or  to 
indulge  vain  regrets  ;  she  strove  to  be  ebeer- 
ful  and  satisSed ;  and  if  »he  could  not  now  and 
then  entirely  iivoid  the  teinplalion  of  sorrowing 
over  llie  past,  it  wax  upon  Lionel's  account, 
and  not  upon  her  own,  that  she  grieved. 

Mr.  Mordaunt  felt  little  taate  fur  rural  scenes; 
and  when  the  days  began  to  lengthen,  he  grew 
tired  of  the  prospect  of  his  green  fields ;  and, 
under  pnrtence  of  wisliing  to  expedite  CharlcK'n 
affjurs  at  the  Horse  Guards,  he  went  up  to 
London  alone,  leaving  his  wife  and  daughter  to 
follow  liim  in  May. 

The  day  before  they  were  to  set  mil  upon 
their  journey,  Augusta  walked  to  the  gardener'n 
ootltLge  to  take  leave  of  her  friend  Mrs.  Barker. 
It  always  gave  Mary  ^reat  pleasure  to  see 
Miss  Mordaunt,  and  she  expressed  to  her  very 
strongly  the  sorrow  she  now  felt  at  the  idea 
of  her  abxence. 

"  I  iiha3l  niifi*  you  »adly.  Miss,"  she  said ; 
"  but  I  Hhall  not  be  alone  while  you  are  away  ; 
my  husband's  »istcr,  Susan  Leary,  came  here 
quite  unexpectedly  to  visit  us  last  night." 

**  I  did  nut  know  that  he  had  a  sister  of  that 
name,"  replied  Augusta. 
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Ir  aot,  BMi,*  eoaiinued  Mr*. 
•*Sh*  b  •  good  deal  oUa  tlito 
■I  ovt  of  thu  oounlr^  long 
She  U*ed  with  poor 
what  ibe  was  a  young  lady, 
^d  dw  naaaad  vkk  her  lAer  tbe  Buried 
Mr.  O'PmJ.  Her  sbCfCM  <m  rtry  putu) 
IV  bcr,  aad  the  was  the  (a)t  ooe  uf  her  Knglnh 
aUowvd  her  to  take  oiili 
Whaa  her  cfaikbm  were  bom, 
ihr  aMdt  hw  hv  aane ;  and  Siuan  coadamd 
t»  take  eve  cf  then  after  their  poor  rootker'a 
OBtfl  the  wM  aarrwd  k^nelf  to  an  IrMh> 
I  «f  the  aane  oC  Levj.  She  was  very  much 
ts  all  the  finleaephaits  but  the  youn^ 
who  was  drovtied  was  quite  her 
She  tatme  over  to  see  bcr  relationt 
■  soon  after  he  <fied(  and  ihc  would  then  tit 
aad  cry  about  him  for  honn  together,  aod  wiith 
ifaat  she  had  new  left  fahD,  aod  blame  the 
cracl  ae^eet  of  Ihocr  who  had  the  charge  uf 
hJM.  Yon  have  heard  ibe  story  of  his  being 
loat  in  the  rirvr,  I  suppose,  tiim  Mordaunt  ?** 

AqgusU  aDswered  that  she  had,  and  that  she 
had  always  fclt  a  itreai  ioterat  in  (he  tnelai^ 
choir  fitce  of  that  unfortunate  child. 

**  It  was  a  shockinj;  rhia;^,  to  he  sure,*  pur. 
»ued  Mrv  Barker.     "  Well,  Susan  went  hack 
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to  her  husbwtil,  oimI  they  gut  iuto  ilitEcultiea 
and  dUtressea,  and  Mr.  O'DonDcl  used  tlK.-iii 
very  hardly.      She  scsroi-ly  ever  wrntc  to  tit, 
tsccpt  oni'<'t  to  sa}'  that  her  two  dnughtrrs  wert 
ntnrried,  and  another  time  to  iHl  u>  that  ibe 
had  loKt  her  husband.     A«  ilie  was  now  a  lone 
woman,  my  good  man  recommended  her  to  comv 
aiHi«i'n<l  her  day*  with  hpc  own  family  j    but 
■he  »ent  liiin  word  by  a  friend  of  hers,  '  that 
^nce  her  tk-ar  young  gentlemen  were  all  gone, 
and  their  mother's  estalc  had  passed  into  other 
bands,  she  had  made  a  determination  never  to 
set  her  foot  within  the  village  of  Munluunt 
again.*     It  teems,  however,  it  was  her  poverty 
that  rendt-n-d  her  unwilling  to  return  amongst 
us;   for  an  soon  as  one  of  her  Iriwh  relations 
unexpectedly  left   her   n  mm   of  money,    she 
packed   up  Iut  effrato  and  travelled  home  to 
settle  henelf,  as  far  as  1  can  make  out,  (but 
she  is  rather  mysterious  about  her  plans,)  in 
some  eotnfortable  cottage  in  thiit  village." 

"  And  where  is  Mrs.  Lcary  at  this  moment?" 
inquired  Augusta.  ' 

'^She  ik  wttllccd  out  with  my  husband,''  re- 
adied Mrs.  Karker,  "  to  call  upon  some  of  her 
old  acquaintance.  They  will  be  back  prrxcntly, 
for  they  have  been  gone  a  long  lime.  I  should 
like  you  to  see  Sutan,  ini» ;  she  has  been  ask- 
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I  do,  you  will  find  she  ia  as  good  as  sIm  is 
prrlty." 

"  I  am  glticl  to  li<-ar  mch  i  favourublc  Re- 
count of  her,"  •nswvroil  Mr*.  Ijeary  drily. 
Then  fuming  to  Augusta,  she  added,"  1  nup- 
poK,  Mi^s  Wil/oughlttfy^'—and  she  laid  a  strong 
emphasis  ti{H>i)  thv  name, — "  tluil  Mary  Barker 
has  been  de»cril)iiig  to  you  who  I  lun." 

Augusta  affected  not  to  rrmark  this  peculiar 
mode  of  address. 

"  She  has,"  she  replied  ;  "  and  she  nppeurn 
to  hope  that  you  are  likely  to  establish  yourself 
at  Mordaunt." 

*'  I  do  not  know  how  that  may  l)e," continued 
Susan ;  "  I  never  intended  to  have  seen  this 
place  again  :  and  aow  that  I  nm  come  here,  I 
feel  by  no  means  sure  liow  long  1  may  be  io- 
elined  to  stay." 

**I  suspect,"  pursued  Augusta  very  kiodly. 
"  that  we  shall  6nd  you  still  with  your  rela- 
tiona  when  we  return  from  London.  At  any 
rate,  I  am  glad  to  have  made  acquaJntaooe 
with  you  before  we  go  away  :  we  are  to  letve 
Mordaunt  to-morrow." 

"  You  are  a  gracious-spoken  young  lady,  1 
mutt  confew,"  said  Mrs.  Leary,  in  a  softened 
tone;  "aitd  if  you  would  always  behave  a8,|, 
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houiv,  as  well  u  to  the  ground*,  *incr  lie  came 
to  il." 

"  I  b»pe  you  will  coroe  and  see  the  improve- 
mente,"  replied  Augusta;  "and  you  shsll  let 
in«  hear  wliut  you  think  of  tliem  wlicn  wv  meet 
•gain." 

"Thank  you  for  your  invitation,  miAA  ;  but 
I  do  not  believe  I  ftball  be  able  to  make  u]i  my 
mind  to  accept  it  at  present.  I  could  nol  liear 
to  go  into  my  poor  dear  uii8treas''B  house  now 
that  it  iK'loiigs  to  a  stranger ;  it  is  sad  enough 
for  me  to  recollect  her  Iom  elsewhere,  and  to 
remember  all  her  poor  children  who  are  gone .' 
I  do  not  mean  any  disrespect  to  your  faiher, 
however ;  he  came  into  his  inheritance  in  no 
ttarightfiil  manner.  I  have  alwayf  hfjird  htm 
j^Ctken  of  ait  a  worthy  and  an  huuourubie  gva- 
deoum ;  and  I  have  often  and  often  regretted 
that  Miss  Mordaunt  did  not  marry  him  instead 
of  .Mr,  O'Donncl,  as  poor  old  Mr.  Mordaunt 
wished  her  to  luivc  done." 

"It  would  cerlninly  have  been  much  happier 
for  herself  if  kIiv  hod,"  remarked  Augusta,  who 
had  heard  before  thai  such  an  alliance  had  been 
foriiivrly  projected,  but  who  could  not  quite 
join  with  SuKnn  in  lamenting  that  it  had  not 
taken  place. 
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**  Yuu  were  trxtremely   nTTnrh>i"  At 
"  to  |iuur  Mrs.  O'Daonel  and  to  I 

"  Yoa  m*j  My  that,"  t^ibed  Miv  I 
*«y  mmaabfi  "1  loved  the  dew  hdiow 
Aty  were  iMbict,  w  if  lhi;!>-  bad  kc^  avf 
mi  jvx  nay  be  »ur«  1  was  proud 
tk«r  afe  grem  up  to  be  haDdfome 
Bhc  1  Ai  aot  Mc  tbcn  Tef7  oAa 
«^  mtt  to  iAaal ;— •  nd  biaging  ap 
tb^  had»  and  ■tlwrfculy  cade  dal 
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the  poor  lost  child  all  night  sftcrwards  ;  tunl  it 
still  Ktrikcs  mc  as  one  of  tlic  most  tom-hing 
hii)t4)rii-A  I  ever  heard." 

While  MiHA  Morilaiint  wa*  iippalcing  tliete 
words,  Mrs.  Lcary  surveyed  her  with  a  pecu- 
liarly piercinf;  glance. 

"  You  i«i!i:(l  him,  then  ?"  »l)c  said,  in  an 
ironical  sort  of  lone :  '*  yet  hix  loss  proved  « 
gri'at  gain  to  your  family  ;  for  if  that  precious 
boy  had  been  found  alive,  your  father  would 
never  have  been  the  posseseor  of  Mordaunt 
Park.*' 

"  He  (lid  not  become  so,"  replied  Augusta, 
"  till  many  years  after  the  time  I  mention.  I 
had  then  scarcely  heard  of  such  a  place  as 
Mordaunt ;  but  if  I  had  known  it  as  well  m'I 
do  now,  and  if  Richard  O'Donnel  bad  been  the 
only  surviving  brother  of  his  race,  1  hope  and 
believe  thiit  I  should  equally  hnvc  wished  that 
he  could  have  hw-n  resciiwl  from  a  watiry  grare." 

"  It  would  have  been  a  noble  and  a  generous 
wisli,**  continued  Mr«.  Leary,  with  an  approT< 
ing  smile.  "  If  my  darling  Ricliitrd  had  lircd 
to  lie  a  man,  he  would  b.-tvt.*  been  the  bnnd- 
wiuest  gentleman  in  al)  England  and  Ireland; 
and  he  would  have  made  a  very  suitable  and 
adtnirable  husband  for  you.  Miss  Willoughby." 
I  Augusta  started  and  blushed.     She  felt  that 
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(he  particular!*  of  her  interview  with  th«  extra- 
ordinary perBon  she  had  seen  at  Mary  Barker'*. 

"  1  do  not  al  aU  adiniri:  the  practict.-  you  have 
fiot  into,"  said  hc-r  mother,  "of  cMnvcraing:  in 
thit  sort  of  way  with  everybody  you  happen  to 
meet  in  the  euttuges  ;  your  doinji;  so  cannot 
be  of  any  service  to  them,  and  it  attbjccts  yo't, 
aa  you  have  found  to-day,  to  have  very  un- 
pleasant and  impertinent  thinits  said  to  you," 

Au(>usta  partly  felt  the  justice  of  (lii*  re- 
proof; yet  fhc  was  surprised  that  Mrs.  Mor< 
daunt  appdired  to  take  so  little  interrM  in  her 
description  of  Susan  Leary.  There  waa  a  pe» 
culiarity  in  that  woman's  manner,  and  in  the 
style  of  her  conversation  —  an  indescribable 
something  in  )kt  whole  character  and  dcporU 
meat,  xi  diffV-rcnt  from  what  she  had  ever  met 
with  before,  that  she  had  altogether  e«ablish-' 
ed  a  very  6rni  hold  upon  her  imagimition,  and 
she  could  not  lianiHh  her  from  her  ihonghtx. 

One  of  Augusta's  greatest  objections  (o  mov- 
ing from  Miirdannt  arose  from  her  reluctanee 
to  It-ave  the  Mis*  Stanleys,  wl»o  were  on  (h«ir 
Hide  equally  sorry  to  part  with  her :  but  they 
now  felt  no  apprehenuon  of  being  forgulten  by 
their  friend,  or  of  being  a  second  time  over-' 
looked  if  they  happened  to  meet  her  in  the 
dasiUng  crowd  of  her  London  acquaintance. 
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She  tdked  allernAtcly  of  her  dress  xnd  of  her 
children,  and  seemed  ro  forget  thnt  these  sut>^* 
jectfl  might  not  always  be  coosidcred  quite  ao 
important  nnd  interesting  by  other  people  as 
they  were  by  herself.  * 

Both  the  heir-apparent  and  hia  lady  were 
extremely  civil  to  Mrs.  Mordaunt  and  her 
daughter;  (Mr.  Mordatint  they  had  of  course 
frequenlly  seen  before;)  and  Lord  Mortimer 
said  some  very  fliitlering  things  to  them  about 
Charles,  and  about  the  approaching  connexion 
between  the  two  families. 

Augusta  had  much  to  talk  over  with  Lady 
Agnes  ;  nnd  as  Lady  Caroline  was  completely 
«ccupie<]  with  her  Mnter-in-law,  the  other  two 
ynung  ladies  were  left  to  enjoy  an  undisturbed 
conversation  during  the  early  part  of  the  ev«w 
ing. 

Lady  Caroline  was  in  great  beauty,  nnd 
apparently  in  high  spirits.  Her  manner  to 
Augu:ita  was  much  the  same  n*  when  they  laM 
met  at  Estonville;  perhaps  il  was  rather  less 
decidedly  hostile,  yet  it  had  lost  none  of  its 
haughtiness  or  reserve. 

After  the  gentli^nen  made  their  apf)eanutce, 
Lady  Mortimt-r  found  herself  ruther  in  her 
companion's  way,  and  she  consequently  joined 
I^dy  Agnes. 
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**  You  must  not  forget.  Agues,"  she  ukI, 
"  to  ^re  me  the  directioD  of  rour  new  milliner. 
1  WMSt  Tour  advice,  too.nbout  my  velvet  gown: 
I  d»  not  quite  like  the  style  in  whieh  it  U 
trimmed.  SIim  MonUunt,  I  hope  you  «ill 
■fan  let  ne  h*veyo«r  counsel  upon  thissubjeet : 
if  I  msT  judge  from  the  choice  of  your  own 
fmrmrtt  you  matt  be  a  oaoooiMrur  in  tboe 
—Urn.  1  remember  that  Mn.  Mordnunt  v» 
■Iwmyii  funed  foe  ber  good  taste  in  dress,  and 
I  due  my  that  you  inherit  iIm*  talent.*' 

A  long  dificussioii  upon  fashions  foUoired 
tUs  opwipg  :  and  as  Lady  Mortimer  was  just 
ouae  tram  Paris  ber  remarks  were  very  lu- 

"  By  the  by,  Mht  HonlaunC  «t  length  the 
excLumMl.  **  you  must  cotte  •out;  miming  lu 
ncp  my  children.  1  »hall  be  ijuiie  impatient  tu 
«Ik>v  them  to  you.  Do  csU  upon  me  rery  eaHif 
— I  aem  go  out  belbre  four  o'cUkIc  I  hope 
vou  tike  childmi: — bat  mine  are  such  loves, 
suek  darlings,  that  I  am  aure  you  will  admire 
ricM,  even  if  you  do  not  happen  to  be  very 
fttnd  of  liiite  boys  and  girls  in  general." 

Augusta  aisunxl  her  ladyship  tlut  she  *hould 
be  delighted  to  aeeept  her  invitaliun.  and  to 
be  allowed  to  visit  her  nursery ;  and  she  con- 
tinued lu  be  much  amused  by  the  volubility  of 
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h«r  conversation,  until  her  attention  was  at- 
tracted by  a  dialogue  which  was  carried  on  id 
an  under  tone  between  Philij)  Mortimer  and 
aiMilier  >'ounfr  man  nlio  liad  furnicrly  bei'-n  one 
of  her  constant  partners. 

The  speakers  were  not  standing  very  near 
her,  and  had  evidently  no  intenlion  of  admit- 
ting her  into  their  eounsel ;  but  it  did  [ler- 
rerwly  so  happen,  thai  itlie  could  not  helpover- 
hearing  a  (frcat  part  of  what  they  said. 

"  Have  you  seen  SlalTbrd  since  his  return  to 
town?^  inquired  Lord  KKtonvillc's  guest. 

*'  Yea :  1  met  him  at  ('txiekford's  lant  night," 
replied  PhiHp. 

"Then  ymi  can  tell  mc  what  he  hon  been 
doing  with  liimxcif,  qik)  where  he  hn>i  beei) 
spetiding  his  time  lately  ?  I  tiear  (hitt  he  liux 
kept  entirely  out  of  night — n-maincd  quite 
ptrdu  —  since  that  unlucky  utnmenl  when  he 
was  turned  off  in  a  suuiinary  manner  by  lits 
intended  bride, — or,  according  to  bin  own  ver- 
sion of  the  Mory,  gincc  lie  lU-clined  to  marry 
her." 

"  Ab  to  Stafford's  proceedings,"  rejoined 
Fhtlip,  "  1  enn  give  you  very  little  information : 
fur  I  did  nut  lind  him  particularly  prone  to 
talk  alioul  them.  All  I  could  extract  from 
bini   was,   that  be   had   been   (ravelling   from 
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have  avoided  her ;  but,  ioHtead  of  this,  h«  ed. 
raoced  towards  Ii«t  the  iitntant  be  perxrcivod 
her,  and  held  out  hi§  hnod  with  his  former 
cordiality.  She  was  too  much  wtloniKltixl  to  bo 
able  to  grvrt  hiia  in  on  vcgiially  uiiumlwrniMnl 
manner;  yd,  as  Hhe  had  ou  reason  to  decliDB 
coDtinuing  upoD  friendly  terms  with  hini,  she 
answered  all  the  questions  he  nddmuwd  to  her 
very  civilly.  By  dcgreci,  they  entered  into  « 
more  regular  kind  of  conver^iion ;  and  when 
other  people  btood  up  to  begin  a  new  ((uadrille, 
he  asked  her  to  dance  with  him. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  was  quite  as  much  surprised 
n  her  dnughli-r  ut  Mr.  StiifTord's  conduct. 
She  BUp)Mised  ihiit  he  showed  Augusta  this  sort 
of  attention  in  public,  to  prove  to  Ibe  world 
that,  although  their  inten(Ie<l  alliance  had  been 
set  aside,  no  cause  of  serious  offence  had  been 
given  or  received  by  cither  party. 

Tlu'  following  day  the  MordaunU  dined  at 
tiome;  and  as  they  had  no  invitation  afterwardii, 
Augusta  went  to  spend  the  evening  with  Lady 
Agnes  Mortimer. 

^^"  you  will  go  to  Almack's  to-morrow  night, 
I,iiuppuser'  said  the  latter,  just  hi-fort-  she 
fook  leave  of  her  companion. 

"  Yefl,"  replied  Augusta.  "  Mamma  is  en- 
gaged to  pass  the  morning  wiilt  a  friend  of  her» 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Now  totaet  my  rortiine'i  «ritii  iiMr  I 
Enlteaty  t>ooif  not— inslaiu  Tcttr, 
Nou|(ht  die,  coo  bend  Mnlilda'i  pride. 
Or  "in  her  to  be  Wilfrid's  bride. 

Si*  W»LTEn  Scon. 

Hits.  MoRDAtKT  Bet  out  upon  her  drive  about 
one  o'clurk.  Augusta  amused  herself  for  half 
an  hour  in  trying  eome  new  mui^ic,  and  hod 
afterwarda  nearly  finished  a  letter  to  Laura 
Stanley,  when  ahe  heard  the  iwund  of  a  doublv 
knock. 

She  paid  little  attention  to  it ;  for,  as  she  had 
desired  that  no  momioj;  visitors  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted, she  hi'lievcd  herself  quite  wife  from  in- 
trusion. It  may  be  imaj^ined,  therefore,  how 
excessively  she  was  Htartled  when  the  door  of 
tlic  room  in  which  &he  was  sitting  was  suddenly 
thrown  open  and  Mr.  Stafford  was  announced. 

She  felt  that  her  po»i(ion  wan  a  very  awk- 
ward one,  and  was  much  iaclined  to  be  vexed 
and   angry  with  the  servant  whose  stupidity 
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peranoc  of  my  lauf|;ua^v  and  behaviour  during 
that  unhappy  i^wiiing  I  xpent  nt  Moi-daunt ; 
and  I  am  now  come  to  throw  myself  at  your 
fvel,  and  to  implore  you  to  grant  me  your  for* 
gireoess." 

"If  you  thim  offimdetl  iiie^anitwereJAugitKlsi, 
turning  very  pnlt,  "  I  have  already  long  ago 
forgotten  il  and  forgiven  you.  I  wish  sincerely 
that  an  amicable  feeling  may  always  subsist  he~ 
tween  UH ;  yet  T  beg  very  cU-arly  to  explain  to 
you  tlut  1  am  incapable  of  enterlaining  any 
warmer  sentiments  towards  you  than  those  of 
amity." 

Mr.  Stafford  drew  his  hand  across  his  brow, 
and  it  was  some  moments  before  he  spoke  again. 
At  length  he  said,  in  a  subdued  and  Iwsitating 
lone, 

"  You  once  told  me,  that  although  1  had  been 
ao  unfortunate  as  to  foil  in  my  endeavours  to 
obtain  your  affectiun*,  you  would  not  refuse  to 
be  perKuaded  to  beiitow  upon  me  your  baud. 
Kiy  1  hojie  to  find  you  still  willing  to  consent 
toaucha  sacrifice?'* 

"  My  answer  In  ihnt  ((Ucstion,"  replied  Au- 
gusta in  a  calm  and  ateatly  voice,  "must  be 
sbort  and  decisive.  Since  the  time  you  allude 
to,  my  wliole  cburaetcr,  all  my  ideas,  have  un- 
dergone an  eittire  change ;  and  no  consideruliun 
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M  to  agree  to  an  al- 
fas-fT  been  indacal  la  mter 
Mr.  SuAnl,  I  rtqunt  tou  finally  to 
dal  I  acxcr  can  aad  mrvcr  will  bc- 


bad  ««|ie>aed  to  neat  with  a 

jvt  B>  onn  uPBUHipfoBiiMfig  tmot 

It  Mn  bnn  cnwcTrd  ■tnag'  biiB  to 

c^ca    *—*■""*    fire,  his  cooa- 

ita  Bpst  aiauter  cxpre«M, 

«ilb  rage  aad  nor- 


■qraetf/  be  ndainird. 
-  with  the  laoat  dctoicd 
and  I  faaveauedin 
nm !  Taw  hw*e  tponrd  nc  fioa  you  witb 
■AabfCBBtaajit!  ATnjwovn 
■  il  ia  ttad  opoa,  aad  that  poor 
a  ;■■  wjB  iad  in  ar.'  I  an  no* 
)  Toa  ia  a  httitr  and  a  morv  com> 
Mrp  the  ibror  of  rig  III  s  which 
for  tbt  pmeni  at  lca«t, 
ancyaac^.  A  happj  cnaiKi^ 
kM  pland  fwnr  &te— the  (ate  of  ^  jrour  fanil;, 
M  mg  di^oaal;  and  aiacr  rou  caanot  taadi  aw 
to  love  ««)u,  Aogotta.  jou  muU  and  *Aa// 
•mpt  aw  a*  joor  huaband  f 
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.,  Miss  MordsunI  was  much  alarmed  by  tlic 
wildnrss  of  liis  appearance  and  the  violence  of 
his  c:(preti«unH. 

"  This  initiilting  conduct  is  more  than  I  can 
bear,"  said  she,  as  she  walked  towards  the  door. 
"  If  my  father  had  been  nt  home,  you  would 
not  have  clorrd  to  addresit  this  sort  of  ineuodiig 
language  to  hia  daughter  under  his  own  roof 
I  shall  spare  you  the  diiigrace  of  repeating  to 
htm  everything  you  have  just  spoken  ;  but 
since  you  seem  to  have  forgotten  how  to  main- 
tain the  character  of  a  gentk'man,  all  acqttaint- 
ance  and  communication  must  from  thiH  moment 
be  at  an  end  between  us," 

**  You  must  not  go  away,"  cried  Mr.  Staf- 
ford, darting  forward  to  intercept  her  depar- 
turc.  "  It  grieves  me  to  see  you  frightened 
and  agitated,"  he  added  in  a  gentler  voice. 
"  You  know  tliot  you  have  nothing  really  to 
apprehend  from  me;  and  you  must  pardon  the 
unguarded  warmth  with  whicli  I  may  have  ex- 
pressed  myself.  Since  we  met  in  the  country, 
drcumstaoccs  of  deep  importance  to  us  both 
have  come  accidontally  to  my  knowledge;  and 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I  sliould  com- 
municate tliem  to  you  before  we  now  port.  My 
narrative  iwed  not  bo  a  tedious  one;  let  me 

»2 
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native  place,  as  well  as  the  estate  he  afterwards 
purchased,  acljmnotl  Mr.  O'Dwonol's  ])roperCy. 
I  was  induced  ta  go  over  last  winter  to  visit 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  from  a  discovery 
I  ituidc  while  1  wns  slaying  there,  I  have  great 
reaiwiit  to  imagine  that,  instead  of  having  pe- 
rished in  the  river,  Richard  O'Donnel  is  atill 
alive." 

Augusta  felt  very  faint ;  she  sat  down  in  the 
chair  which  Mr.  Stafford  had  placed  for  her, 
but  making  im  effort  to  recover  herself,  she  salt) 
in  an  almunt  inarticulate  voice, 
I  **  If  this  is  really  true— if  it  has  indeed  pleas- 
ed Providence  to  preserve  Richard  O'Donnel's 
life,  we  inuct  all  prepare  our  minds  to  submit 
eontentedly  to  the  great  reverse  of  fortune 
that  awaits  us.  But  why,"  inquired  the,  ad- 
dressing herself  more  particularly  to  Mr.  Staf- 
ford, "  have  you  made  this  disclosure  to  me 
instead  of  to  my  father  ?" 

"  Ypur  question  is  a  very  natural  one,  and  I 
will  presently  explain  to  you  the  purpose  1  had 
in  doing  so,  I  hope  through  your  means  to 
>Bvoid  being  obliged  to  impart  the  secret  of  his 
cousin's  existence  to  Mr.  Mordaunt  at  all,  and 
to  prevent  the  necessity  of  his  ever  being  called 
upon  to  resign  the  estate  of  Mordaunt  to  its 
rightful  owner." 


^o    .-it.    :rf   ^    nun.  :b  tot-  i 
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eoDlinuc  to  enjoy  tho  luxuries  of  affluence,  and 
your  brother  niny  still  be  able  to  form  that  »l- 
lianec  whicli  I  iiiulersiand  lias  been  fur  tnme 
time  in  cunU-nipIutiuii.'"  He  paiuied  an  instant. 
"  If  you  will  promise  me  to  consent  to  become 
Mrs.  Stafford  before  the  end  of  June,  ami  will 
faithfully  keep  your  promise,  1  will  solemnly 
engage  that  Richard  O'Donnel  sliatl  come  for- 
ward, and  freely  and  eheerfiitly  agree  to  reugn 
all  claim  to  hjn  Knglish  inheritance  fur  ever." 

Augu.ila  Hpuke  nut ;  her  eyes  were  vacantly 
fixed,  her  lips  were  apart,  and  her  very  breath- 
ing appeared  to  be  suspended.  Her  companion 
looked  a(  her  for  a  moment,  and  then  linHtily 
withdrew  hiit  glance.  At  length  she  slowly 
raiked  her  hand.4^^overed  her  face,  as  if  she  waa 
anxious  to  attempt  to  arrange  her  ideait;  and 
suddenly  ele%'ating  her  head,  as  some  uev 
thought  sccDied  to  have  struck  her,  she  said  in 
hurried  nnd  trembling  accents, 

"  You  have  told  me  that  Richard  O'Donnel 
)K alive;  but  what  proof*  canyon  bring  forward 
to  establish  the  truth  of  so  extraordinary  an 
assertion  ?  And  if  you  were  even  to  succeed  in 
rcinovin>;  my  doubts  upon  that  point,  what  evi. 
deuce  can  you  produce  to  convince  me  that  you 
really  have  that  unaccountable  influence  over 
him  which  you  pretend  to  posse«tt  ?      Until  lh« 
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certainty  of  both  these  cireumMtances  is  incoB- 
te&tably  placed  before  roe,  I  cao  make  no  rvply 
to  jour  straoge  propo«ilion." 

'*  Tlie  prouft  you  require  of  your  ooutia's 
preoervalion  shall  be  lUuted  to  you  as  <;leturly  as 
you  cao  winJt ;  aiid  J  lliink  you  will  no  longer 
dispute  Diy  power  over  all  his  dedaooa  and  hit 
actions,  when  1  dUclosc  to  you  that  the  pmon 
you  httv«  hitherto  known  iinilvr  the  errooeouB 
nanit  of  Stufturd  is  himself  Kichard  (TDonnel '~ 

A  scream  burst  from  Augusta's  Ups,  and  i\n 
fainted.  When  she  recovered  her  senses,  her 
cousin  (for  such  Ite  really  was)  was  banging 
over  Ukt,  and  watching  hrr  with  the  nioi>t  trou- 
bled and  luixious  solicitude.  She  assured  him, 
til  a  cold  and  f<e«ble  (one,  *'  that  be  need  feel 
no  uneasiness  about  her — that  she  should  very 
Mwn  get  the  better  of  the  effects  of  her  sur- 
prise r  and,  pointing  to  a  chair,  she  begged 
him  to  sit  down,  and  to  give  her  an  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  bis  lifi^  had  b<.«n  pret^Tved, 
and  of  the  circuinstanceft  whidi  hod  led  to  his 
being  adopted  and  acknowledged  as  a  son  by 
the  Utc  Mr.  Stafford. 

*'  It  is  indeed  a  very  rcmnrkahlc  and  mya>* 
terious  history,"  be  said,  "  and  reflect*  littlo 
ervdit  upon  the  memory  of  Mr.  Stafford.     You ' 
iwvv   probably   heard   much   of  my   reputed 
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father ;  but  I  believe  you  ina}'  know  that,  after 
he  had  spent  his  own  property,  he  waa  tnarrred 
in  Indin  to  a  great  heiress,  and  that  in  case  this 
lady  died    wi[hout  children   the  whol«  of  her 
fortune  was  rotailed  upon  her  sister — her  hus- 
band was  not  e%-en  to  posHcss  it  during  his  lifp. 
*'  Mrs.  Stnfionl  did  not  very  loflg  survive  her 
marriage.     She  left  an  only  non,  and  the  boy's 
health  was  «o  delicate  that  nobody  thought  he 
was  hkcly   to   grow   up.     Uh  father  wntch<Yl 
over  him  night  and  day;  but  I  aunpect  that  hin 
gi-eal  anxirty  about   him  proceeded   less  from 
alfection  than  from  a  twlfiiih  de«ire  to  retain  the 
advantage  of  sharing  and  managing  hia  wealth. 
"  After  his  widowhood,  he  spent  much  of  his 
time  at  an  estate  he  had  purchased  tn  Ireland; 
and  during  one  of  his  visits  to  this  place,  his 
son,  who  hod  been  gradually  declining  for  many 
week*,  accidentally  broke  a  UckkI- vessel,  and  ex- 
pired almost  instantaneously. 

"  His  denth  was  so  sudden,  that  there  was  no 
timv  to  Mend  for  medical  advice,  or  even  to  give 
on  alarm  in  the  house ;  and  his  father,  and  an 
old  Indian  woman  who  hod  taken  cure  of  him' 
from  his  birth,  were  the  only  persons  who  nit- 
nested  it.  This  poor  creature  became  nlmotit 
frantic  with  despair  when  slie  perccivud  that 
her  beloved  chnrgt!  wa>  no  more,  and  her  cries 
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brought  Mr.  SlaSbrd's  confidential  serv&nt  into 
the  room.  Ue  fouocl  his  master  quite  ovrr- 
vhdnet]  with  grief;  and,  in  truth,  the  whole 
that  presented  itsdf  to  hin  was  suffi- 
dentl;  vfaoduog. 

"The  man  was  an  onprtndpietl  villain;  hui 
he  had  a  icmIj  wit,  and  he  was  well  anare  of 
what  exKvme  importance  the  prnervatioo  (^  hit 
■]A*s  life  would  have  bceu  to  Mr.  Stafford.  A 
bold  ftcheme  immcdiAtelj;  EUgfltstcd  itself  to  luB 
toMgiiutii^a,  and  he  l<Mt  ovt  a  moment  in  at- 
Mspling  to  pave  the  way  for  putting  it  into 
rxeculion. 

*'  After  ofieriDg;  «  few  common-place  coado> 
ItBovi  to  the  discuniotate  parent,  and  eodea> 
vowiiug  to  sileooe  the  taore  clamorous  Uroenta- 
lions  of  the  old  uurw,  he  ventured  to  hi»t  to 
the  fbraKT.  tint,  althuugh  it  was  impossible  lw 
recall  the  dejurtcd  spirit  of  ht*  poor  dear  young 
master  fr\KD  the  dead,  it  would  be  by  no  means 
difficult  secretly  to  procure  a  child  of  thv  same 
age,  aod  to  feuh«litute  him  to  bis  phiee.  He 
abaemd,  that  nobody  but  tliemsriTca  and 
Noraliwl  at  pmeot  the  least  suspicion  ofihc 
mebweholy  event  that  had  just  occurred  ;  and 
that  it  would  be  very  easy  to  inlimidate  Nort, 
and  to  ImihI  her  to  secrecy  by  workinjf  upon 
her  fears.     He  said,  that  he  would  undert;ike 
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to  bring  ii  bojr  during  (he  dusk  of  the  evening 
af  tli«  following  day>  who  might  be  Hnuggkd 
diindcstiiivly  into  the  house,  and  who  would 
look  so  like  Master  StnfTord  when  he  was 
dressed  up  in  his  clothes,  thui  the  exchange 
would  never  be  sus)KCted  ;  and  that,  before 
the  little  Mrangcr's  arrival,  he  could  manage 
privately  to  inter  ll>e  rtrinains  of  llie  jxKtr  angel 
ihcy  lind  lost  beneath  the  floor  of  u  grotto  in 
tile  giirden,  where  there  could  he  no  feur  of 
their  being  disturbed.  He  added*  that  if  he 
told  hi«  fellow- Kcrvunls  in  n  general  sort  of 
way,  '  lliat  their  young  master  waa  not  tjulte  sn 
well  »«  usual,''  that  information  would  form  a 
sufficient  reason  for  their  being  forbidden  to  go 
into  his  roonir  and  would  al»u  account  to  ttiem 
for  not  seeing  him  elsewhere  for  several  dayit ; 
and  that,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  it  would  be 
very  practicable  to  remove  the  changeling  to 
England,  under  pretence  of  wishing  to  try  the 
effect  of  a  different  :ur.  He  argued  that  >ueh 
a  step  would  he  judicious,  as  it  would  render 
tbc  discovery  of  the  fraud  almost  impossible, 
And  would  prtvcnt  all  danger  of  the  child's 
being  recluiincd  by  his  own  family. 

"Mr.  Stafford  was  struck  by  the  shrcwdncM 
of  this  daring  project,  and  he  at  ooce  conitonted 
^o  sanction  it ;  but  he  told  Raymond,   (that 
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the  a«inc  of  hi»  Krvtnt,)  that  be  hhouMt 
Intrs  ibr  Brrangvment  and  cxixution  of  it  eo- 
tirdv  in  hit  band*  i  be  only  mcrii-cd  for  hi 
mil  the  tmik  of  luioriog  the  otd   nunc, 
aMwiiii^  ber  diKicuoa. 

**  lUjnnaod  had  fbnDcd  a  sort  of  friend&lii 
with  a  disRfHitablc  man  named  Learjr,  whoM^ 
«ifr  bad  formerly  bcvn  mtruslcd  with  tbe  care 
oC  Mr.  O'Donacr*  childmi ;  aiid  he  hjid  lea 
fRHD  hiBt  bow  mtich  tbcy  were  Qn^ltfcttM]  h) 
tbctr  prvMol  atlcDdaota." 

Wbm  tbe  beard  Mrs.  Lenry  menltoncd,  Au-| 
gmtM  Martcdt  but  she  made  i>o  reoiark.     He 
eawpaiuoo,  however,  had  observed  tbe  iDove*| 
■aent,  atxi  asked  ber,  "  aa  Susan  Leary  wat 
Uoriaunt  wocaait,  tf  afac  happened  to   kxtat 
bar  by  character  ?" 

Sbe  replied,  "  thai  she  had  been  a  stranger 
even  to  bcr  aaMeace  UDtil  tbe  day  be6>re 
left  the  country;  but  that  whc  had  then  acd- 
ilMitatiT  iiiei  her  in  ber  brother**  cottage." 

Mr.  Stafford — for  so  we  shall  i.till  continue  to 
uiiieall  liim — did  not  take  any  farther  notice  of 
tbu  answer,  hut  proceeded  thus  in  tii&  narra* 
tire; —  d 

**  B^jMOod  wa»  aware  (hat  one  of  tbe  little 
O'Donneb  was  exaclJy  ibc  age  o{  young  8taf. 
fonl— that  be  was  about  the  same  height,  had 
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the  same  sort  of  coin|dexinn,   md   hud   been 
thought  slightly  to  resemble  him  in  itppeiimnce;' 
and  this  was  catisoquontly  the  boy  he  deter-' 
mined   to   Mteal    nway   from   his  own    family. 
He  was  obliged  to  let   Lcftry  into  bis  conS' 
deuce ;  and  he  promised  to  giro  him  «  1>rge 
bribe  if  he  would  contrive  to  decoy  his  intended' 
victim  from  his  home,  and  bring  him  secretly 
to  the  grotto  in  Mr.  Stafford's  garden,  whrr* 
be  would  him»clf  be  stationed  to  receive  him/ 
And  in  order  to  quiet  any  qualms  of  conscience 
by  which  his  accomplice  might  happen  to  be 
nffi-cted,  Knymood  reminded  him  that  the  plnn 
he  )ifx>{K>K:d,    instead   of    being    injurioua   to 
Richard   O'Donnel,    would    prove  highly  ad- 
vantageous, dooe  he  would  be  &r  better  taken' 
care  of,  and  would  inherit  a  much  larger  fur- 
tune  from  his  adopted  father,   than  he  could 
expect   to  do   from    hb  own   natural   parent. 
Theae    arguments   were   (juite   unanswerable;- 
but  it   was   agreed    between   (he  two  viltainfl' 
that  their  plot  should  be  carefully  concealed 
from  Susan  Leary,  lest  her  affection  for  little^ 
Richard  should  hereafter   lead   her  into  some' 
indiscretion  which  might  betray  them. 

•*  Lnry  was  a  tenant  of  Mr.  O'Donnel's  ; 
and  as  lie  often  brought  little  presentM  to  the 
children  from  his  wife,  be  was  in  the  habit  of 
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banging  aboul  the  bouM  at  all  hours.  The 
morning  after  young  StafTord's  death,  he  came 
up  to  m^  brothers  and  me  while  we  were  \*lay- 
ing  tof^-thcr  out  of  doors,  end  found  an  op- 
portunily  of  vrhts)>ering  in  inj-  ear  tlmt  I  mui>t 
cume  and  meet  bim  outside  the  gates  after  tt«, 
as  he  had  something  very  pretty  to  show  me : 
and  he  bade  nte  stral  out  quite  alone,  and  not 
tell  nnybody  wh^e  I  won  going.  I  kept  my 
appmniment,  and  I  found  I^cary  uniting  for 
n*.  He  look  me  up  in  his  arms,  saying,  '  tliitt 
M  we  had  a  good  way  to  go>  and  as  the  grata 
was  wet,  he  had  better  carry  aw;'  and  to  this 
proposal  I  n>ad<-  uo  rvwittancc.  He  walked  on 
at  a  very  rapid  pace,  skirting  along  bexide  a 
wall  to  avoid  observation ;  and  when  we  cane 
to  the  river's  edge,  be  took  off  my  hat  and 
threw  it  down  upon  tlie  bank,  together  with 
some  flowera  1  chanced  to  have  in  my  hand, 
for  the  puT|N)M;  of  minleading  my  friends,  and 
inducing  tln'm  %o  imagine  that  I  must  have 
falleii  into  tlte  water  and  been  drowned. 

"  As  soon  as  we  were  entirely  out  of  sight  of 
my  father's  house,  he  strock  across  the  couutry, 
talking  to  mo  all  the  way  we  went,  to  ke«p  m« 
in  a  good  humour ;  and  in  about  two  hours  we 
entereil  Mr.  S^taJTord's  pUntatioiis.  KayitMnd 
was  anxiously  looking  out  for  us  frmn  the  at^ 
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pointed  spot ;  a  few  worda  passed  between  him 
and  Leary  in  a  very  low  tone,  and  h«  put  a 
Heavy  purse  into  the  hands  of  the  Uittcr,  who 
then  turned  round  to  nie,  and  told  tne  in  a 
coaxing  manner,  '  that  I  must  be  a  good  Imy, 
and  go  home  with  that  gentleman,  who  would 
be  very  kind  to  luc,  and  give  me  all  sorts  of 
line  things  and  beautiful  clothes.' 

"  I  did  not  the  leant  fancy  tht!  idea  of  re- 
maining  with    the   stranger ;  but   my  remon- 
straneeH  were  vain  :  a  large  cloak  was  thrown 
over  mc,  my  mouth  was  mutflcii  to  »ilcnec  my 
cries,  Kn<l  1  was  conveyed  by   Raymond  into 
the  room  from  which  my  prcdece^ur's  lifeless 
body  had  been   removed  only  a  few  hours  be- 
fore.     A  gentle  deeping  potion  was  adminis- 
tered to  me,  and  I  wa«  put  into  bed  and  con- 
ugned  to  ibe  care  of  the  old  Indian  nurse. 
•"  "The  next  day  I  was  dressed  in  little  Staf- 
Fonl's  clothes,  (my  own  having  been  carefully 
destroyed    by   Raymond,)   anil     Mr.   Stafford 
came  to  wv  me.     If  Ik-  had  ttny  natural  feeling, 
t  mu!tt  have  been  a  mo^t  trying  and  painful 
spectacle  to  him ;  and,  indeed,  he  stayed  with 
me  but  an  instant  fkfn.     He  visited  me,  how- 
ever, repeatedly  afterwards,  as  it  waa  n<'C<'««iry 
that  he  should  do,  to  keep  up  the  deception  he 
was  practising.     Raymond  sat  with  mc  a  great 
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tried  evoy  vt  to  «nuM  me.  Ht 
, '  th«t  I  ass  BOW  COOK  to  m}'  rral  homr, 
that  Ur.  Stailanl,  ibe  gnulcmaD  I  liad 
MeB,  Tsi  rnj  ran/  p^M:  Uut  Mr.  O'Dob.^ 
n«  JH»  fdatioa  of  hu,  ooij  a  gnat  fricad ;. 
tk«t  hi6  duUnca,  who  bad  been  my  com- 
wtn  CDoaKjucotlr  not  really  my  bro- 
That  1  had  only  lived  wiih 
my  falbcr  had  feared 
1  akoUhaTCfaoDd'ttduUif  1  bad  been 
vitiiaat  aay  playrcDovs ;  but. 
ha  *at  Bov  EBU^  lo  take  mc  to  Kng- 
1  tlHaU  have  plenty  of  ttuogs  to 


i  to  aD  tbia  without  exactly  under. 
■L  I  had  hem  aoctutooied  to  nm 
'  1  plwttJ,  asd  I  did  oot  bkc 
of  beiag  shut  up  the  whole 
I  miued  my  brothen  and 
cried  tar  them  lo  coom,.^ 
m4  f^  ^«e;  aad  I  Ut  hair  afraid  of  old. 
N«caa  hfaci  ocMipkuga.      I  aoao  become  ukU 

ami  )fe  woo  tqMm  me  by  bcr.^ 
the  Mammtd   me    «ith  cake*  astd 
la  beep  me  quiK  ia  the  daytime, 
'  ik»  hiQed  me  to  ilctp  by  bummiog  a  mo- 
wn of  dHM  to  mc  at  aigbt. 
kwb  <at  beautiful  toya  werv  placed  before  me; 


THE   HEIR  OP  MOKDAVNT. 


and  upon  my  promising  to  behave  very  well,i» 
and  not  to  talk  or  make  a  noise,  I  «ras  taketf- 
out  to  ft  drive  in  a  poat^haise — s  thing  I  had'' 
scarcely  ever  bchflcl  in  my  life-  In  short,  I  '. 
became  by  degrees  tolerably  well  reconciled  to 
my  new  mode  of  existence;  and  though  I  often  ■' 
begged  to  be  alloired  to  go  and  sec  the  O'Don-'t 
neU,  and  tny  nurae  Susan  Leary,  I  had  grown ' ' 
respectably  tractable  before  I  was  carried  out  ' 
of  roy  native  country.  I  was  much  afraid  of  ■ 
Mr,  Stafford;  hiB  manner  towardt)  me  was  in-  ' 
variably  cold  and  stent ;  and  if  1  was  inclined  ' 
to  be  rvbelliouA  or  imruly,  one  glance  of  his  ' 
eye  always  awed  me  into  obedience. 

"  I  have  described  these  cirrumstancrs  of  my 
childhood  as  they  were  related  to  me  by  Ray- 
mond, for  I  have  no  recollection  of  them  my- 
self.      Mr.  Staffon)   only  stayed   in   Kngland '* 
as  long  aa  it  was  rcigiiisite  to  make  arrange-  '' 
nientg  for  a  removal  to  the  Continent.     He  dia- 
nitMcd  all  his  sc^^-ants  except  Raymond  and  ' 
Nora,  and  proceeded  to  Italy,  in  hopes,  as  he   * 
pretended,  of  restoring   his  so<n''s  health.     He 
travelled  aliout  from  one  place  to  another;  and    * 
in  this  cfmstant  variety  and  change  of  scene  I    ' 
auon  quite  forgot  my  early  companions,   and 
every  association  connected  with  the  name  of 
CDonnel   was    entirely  obliterated   from   ray   '** 
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could  not  like, — that  he  was  dure  my  father 
would  have  highly  disapproved  of  it,  —  and 
that  he  warned  me  I  should  bring  great  future 
trouble  upon  niyeelf  if  1  persevered  in  eiiteritig 
into  it. 

*'  You  may  imagine  that  I  paid  little  atten- 
tion to  Raymond'^  remonstrance^),  and  that  I 
secretly  laughed  at  hia  forebodings.  When  our 
intended  mnrriage  wa«,  however,  unfortunately 
broken  off,  I  tonfeiw  that  tlu-y  recurred  to  my 
mind;  and  I  expected  that  he  would  have  told 
me  I  might  now  see  what  had  been  the  oonae- 
quence  of  mj  disregarding  them.  To  my  sur* 
prise,  instead  of  reproaching  me  for  my  folly, 
he  seemed  vexed  and  indignant  at  the  diNa|»- 
pointment  1  had  met  with.  He  observed,  that  I 
had  been  ilUused  ;  and  he  muttered  between  his 
teeth, '  that  the  young  lady  and  all  her  family 
deMTved  that  he  &hoiild  diselosc  to  me  •  Mcret 
they  little  Kwspceled,  and  which,  if  they  had 
bMn  the  least  aware  of,  might  well  hnve  langht 
them  to  treat  me  in  a  very  different  manner  from 
what  they  bad  done.' 

"  My  curiosity  was  powerfully  excited  by 
this  hint ;  but  I  am  not  sure  if  It  would  ever 
have  brvn  gratified,  had  not  Raymond  juM  be- 
fore that  time  received  a  letter  from  Su*an 
Ijtnry,  which  had  given  him  oonsfdcrahle  alarm 


or  MOaDACXT. 

VTMe  to  infonn  him  she 

Umi  her  huEband 

la  hn-  thil 

np  •  ncfa  aod  a  gmi 

b;  ibe  oaow  of 

mht  had  bwoelf  ««isted  ill 

iff  fcB  bu  IrnHj  ;  aod  that, 

Mr.  BajBoad,  ir  ooctU  idl 

Ste  added,  'th«    Iw  had 

to  tbe  priot;  but 

llial  tbe  latter  was 

the  «hafe  «Dt7  hmd  been 

and  bwlbad 

'ikMaAfwaji 

to  h  af  tbe  aaaac  opmi-n ; 

Swbo-tu  rnc  Mti*- 

opgd  her  auod 

at  At  bdmd  mk]  loDg- 

Aad  faalK,  *  d>r  coajured 

■d  to  lell  ber 

tf'  be  vaa  pat  i^aa  his  Bible 

bcraiMreit's  ion  bad 

pualrd  bj  ibis 

to  CBMani   hjoicctr 

afraid  that,  if  be  took 

l««n-.  ber  inquirin 


I 
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tntgbt  become  more  dangerous  and  importu-  . 
nate ;  he  therefore  sent  a  sort  of  Jesuitical  an- 
swer to  her  letter.  He  began  it  by  condoling 
with  herii|Mn  the  death  of  hi*  old  friend  her 
husband ; — said  <  lie  imagined  that  all  he  had 
spoken  in  bi§  last  moments  about  Richard 
O'Donnel  was  merely  a  dream  ; — that  he  fandol 
be  could  furm  a  guess  from  what  circum- 
Htanees  that  dream  bud  arisen ;  —  that  he 
should  t)e  in  Ireland  in  the  course  of  a  few 
uioiitba  to  settle  some  affairs  of  his  own  ;— 
ihnt  he  would  then  make  a  point  of  seeing  her, 
and  of  talking  the  matter  over  with  her  ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  while  he  recommended  her  to 
satisfy  herself  as  well  asKbe  could.' 

"  It  had  truly  been  Ryamond's  intention  to 
visit  Susan  in  the  autumn,  but  he  wished  to 
gain  time  to  consider  what  plun  it  would  be 
moat  prudent  to  adopt  towards  hvr-  He  would 
have  preferred  keeping  her  entirely  in  the  dark, 
but  he  feared  it  would  not  be  practicable  to  do| 
so.  Tin-  more  he  thouRhl  upon  the  subject,  the 
more  perplexing  did  he  lind  it ;  and  at  length 
he  took  a  sudden  determination  of  asking  m^ 
advice,  and  of  disclosing  to  me  a  secret  which 
might  prove  of  deeper  interest  to  me  than  it 
was  even  to  himself. 

"  I  will  not  attemnt  to  describe  to  you  the 
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utonuhnivnt  wiih  which  I  liiu-ned  to  hU  cttn- 
diupicaliun,  or  Ui  picture  the  viglenoe  uf  ihe 
various  ciiiotions  by  which  I  was  agitated.  1 
revolved  logo  iiniticdinlrly  to  IrcUiidt  mkI  to 
lake  Kayniund  «iih  iiie;  and  it  was  tny  pur- 
poctf,  when  ve  arrived  lb«re,  to  I>e  guided  by 
drcumstanccsr  and  to  conlidc  much  or  little  to 
SuMti  L««ry,  ocoording  to  the  opinion  1  might 
form  of  iKr  character.  My  firtt  inlorvit-w  with 
bcr  decided  tttai  point.  She  vxpn-»B«)  fuch 
wans  and  drroied  attachment  for  the  memory 
of  Richard  O'Dimoel, — such  an  ardent  desire  to 
aaeertatn  what  bad  been  bi«  fate, — that  1  cuuld 
not  reflial  throwing  iuy*eIfinio  my  i»or  nurse's 
arras  wd  tcUing  her  at  once  who  1  waa. 

*•  She  could  not  for  seferal  mtnulc*  undcr- 
Uand  or  bdirvff  what  she  had  just  heard;  but 
whtm  cbr  did  at  length  fully  oomprrhend  that  it 
was  her  brlo<r«d  child  who  aclit^y  Mood  before 
ber.  I  never  can  forget  the  transport  of  joy  and 
«S»-|ioo  oith  which  the  pcxtr  creature  over- 
wbeloMtl  »c.  She  wept, — the  laughed,— «br 
•urtcyed  toe  fn>m  head  to  foot, — murmuringt 
•  Vc*i  vou  area  true  0*I>oiu>t4— not  like  your 
dear  inuibcr,  but  the  very  image  of  your  fa- 
ther;'—and  tlten  she  wept  again.  She  hade  me 
turn  up  the  ftleeve  of  my  coat,  that  she  might 
iook   for  •  weU-irmanbered    mark   upon  my 


arm ;  and  having  carefully  cxaminod  a  scar 
upon  Diy  forehead,  wlitcli  had  once  bi-rn  cut 
open  byafalUshtfcxctainicd, '  It  in — it  in  indeed 
my  own  long-lost  Richard  !'  And  cla!i]>ii)g  her 
hands  together,  she  fell  upon  her  kn«e«  and 
returned  fervent  thanks  to  lirr  Maker  for  hav- 
ing allowed  lier  to  live  long  enougli  to  mc  me 
reatored  to  her." 

Augusta  was  visibly  affected  by  this  part  of 
her  cousin's  narration.  He  paused;  and  before 
he  reiumcd  hithiHory,  he  raised  the  ciirli)  that 
■haded  his  brow,  and  showed  her  the  mark  of 
«  deep  cut,  which  was  in  general  completely 
concealed  by  thrin. 

**  Su»an  Leary's  first  idea,"  he  continued, 
'*  iras,  (hat  I  should  instantly  declare  my  real 
name,  and  take  proper  measures  to  obtain  pn»- 
•essiun  of  my  motiier's  estates.  The  little  pro- 
perty  my  father  had  originally  inherited,  had, 
she  well  knew,  been  long  ago  squandered  away 
cither  by  him  or  by  my  brothers.  I  informed  her, 
however,  that  such  was  not  my  intentioD  ;  that 
.1  WAS  quite  rich  enough  already  not  to  wish 
for  any  acqui.iilion  of  foritino  ;  (hnt  I  knew  and 
respected  Mr.  Mordaunt  and  all  his  family, 
and  that  nothing  but  absolute  necessity  should 
ever  induce  mc  to  disturb  them  in  the  enjoy- 
ment  of  that    wealth   which   was  no  worthily 
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bestowed  upon  th^iii.  1  uid,  *  tltat  I  did  ool 
uicAit  to  relinquish  the  name  I  bad  au  Umg 
bonte;  nik)  that,  in  gratitude  lo  Mr.  Stafford 
for  having  brought  mc  tip  kindly,  and  con&ircd 
nianjr  benefits  upuu  aw,  I  hail  detennincd  t« 
shield  hJB  meoiory  frutn  di^nu:e,  by  keeping 
his  secret  very  strictly.' 

"  Susan  did  t>ot  look  quite  pleased  with  thi» 
expUnation ;  but  when  I  told  her  I  ht^\Ki.i  <J>r 
would  coiiiv  lu  EngUiid,  and  establish  hencif 
in  one   of  my  cottagu  «t  HloKsunidale,   her 
countenance  brightened,  and  slie  replied) '  that 
I  was  very  good ;  that  she  would  think  about 
it :  but  that  slic  would  much  rather  h«Te  lived 
in  a  collage  near  my  bouse  at  Mordaunl.'    After 
she  fotind    that   Raymond  stood  high  in  mv 
favour,  he  rose  pru|>urtionaUy  in  hers;  and  alic 
confessed,  between  joke  and  corDesl,   that  ht 
hail  proved  a  better  friend  lo  nie  after  all  than 
sJu  had  dune.     Ho  told  her  of  my  foroier  en- 
gagt.-mcnt  lo  you,  and  hinted  how  vrry  mise- 
rable he  feared  I  liad  l>een  unoe  it  bad  coumi  to 
lU)  end.     Vou  must  forgive  her,  if  1  add  that 
she  bUniml  you  and  pitied  mc  ;  and  thai  wbcq,. 
she  expressed  her  fwliiiga  pretty  strongly  la, 
mc  upon  the  subject,  I  found  it  impoiti>ibtc  im 
wake  her  he«r  reason,  and  to  persuade  her  that 
/  had  been  th«  pcnon  in  faulu    I  am  afraid 


H 
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itwit  h«r  manner  towards  you,  when  you  met 
her  at  Mardaunt,  must  have  been  anything  but 
courteous?" 

*'  It  fcrtninly  wiis  very  repiilsivc,"  replied 
Auf^iHn,  *'  and,  as  I  thcii  thought,  Tpry  rtmnge. 
Mnny  of  her  reinarks,  too,  were  perfectly  incom- 
prehensible to  me  at  that  time :  but  I  uin  un- 
derstand their  meaning  well  enough  now." 

"  I  stayed  a  (^mA  while  i"  Ireland,"  pursued 
Mr.  Stafford :  "  I  fell  a  ctiriowty  to  revisit  my 
father's  former  abode,  nnd  to  wander  over  the 
now  detiolate  scenes  of  my  early  childhood.  I 
went  also  to  see  the  place  Mr  Stafford  had  pur- 
ehased,  and  which  /  had  sold  :  it  has  paswil 
into  the  hands  of  an  absentee,  and  the  house 
is  beginning  to  fall  Into  decay.  While  I  waa 
in  that  neigbb<jurhno<l,  Kaymond  utiggestcd  to 
me  that  it  might  be  a  satisfaction  lo  my  mind 
to  disinter  the  little  StaffonPa  remains.  I 
agreed  that  it  would  tindoubtedly  add  another 
link  to  the  clear  chain  of  cvi<lenet'  he  had  al- 
ready brought  forward,  if  llie  Iioy's  body  could' 
be  found ;  but  that,  should  tt  have  been  acci- 
dentally removed,  my  reliance  in  the  truth  of 
all  lie  had  told  me  would  continue  unKhaken. 
He  thanked  mc  for  the  confidence  I  placed  in 
him.  His  quick  invention  supplied  him  with' 
a  plausible  tale  of  some  criminal  who  before 
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in  indelible  ink.  I  have  lh«t  curiouB  fragment 
still  in  my  [KMntussion.  I  «ilcntly  pointed  it 
out  to  Kaymtjndi  tuid  thc-n  observed  nioud, 
*  that  as  he  had  now  sati>6vd  bis  curionty,  and 
at  the  miserable  wretch  whose  cottduct  had  ex- 
cited it  had  alrcjidy  been  sent  by  the  ofTendcd 
laws  of  his  country  to  render  an  aceonnt  of  his 
crimes  in  nnolhor  world,  there  would  b«  little 
ti»e  in  making  any  farther  invisligation  about 
this  deed  of  darkneM.'  Our  companion  ac- 
quiesced in  my  opinion,  and  perhaps  the  more 
willinjfly,  because  lie  might  not  feel  quite  sure 
that  his  master  would  like  to  hear  of  the  search 
he  had  just  )>ermitted.  I  told  liiui,  however, 
to  note  down  in  his  recollection  the  discoTory 
ure  had  made,  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness 
to  come  fprward  and  state  it,  in  case  he  should 
ever  be  called  upon  to  do  so. 

"  We  did  not  restore  the  bones  to  the  situa- 
tion in  which  we  had  found  tht-m;  but,  upon 
the  servant's  declaring  that  he  had  accidentally 
turned  them  up  with  his  Fpade,  he  obtaioitl 
Intve  to  have  them  buried  in  consecrated 
ground." 

Mr.   Stafford    paused  for   a  moment.     ^<  I 

have  now  communicated  to  you,"  he  coiKluded, 

><  if  everything  1  myself  know  about  my  own  his- 
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riyoTO.'  I  have  ma3e  mj  dccinon,^  and  she 
held  out  her  ho:\ii  to  her  cniisiti  as  she  pro< 
nounced  ihejie  worclx, — *'  I  have  no  heart  I» 
give  you,  hut  I  ftiihfully  promise  th«t  inyhiin<l 
shall  be  yours,  if  you  can  reconcile  yourself  to 
the  idva  of  accepting  it  u)x>n  lliL-.'«e  trrtni.** 

Mr.  Stnffbrd  iiirtnmly  rfti^ed  the  reluctant 
hand  lo  hia  lipN,  »nil  pmired  forth  expressions 
of  the  warmest  gratitude  and  delight.  But 
Augusta  looked  at  him  with  sueh  a  mixture  of 
despiiir  and  contempt,  thnt  his  raptures  were 
suddenly  chi-cked,  miil  a  cloud  of  thotatt  And 
grief  came  over  hia  countenance. 

"  I  *ec  that  you  hate  and  detipiae  me,"  he 
exclaimed,  "and  I  cannot  bear  to  see  it.  You 
do  me  injuiitice:  if  you  knew  everything — if 
you  were  aware  Itow  I  am  circumstanced,  you 
would  perceive  that,  in  pressing  this  painful 
saeriliec  upon  you,  1  am  not  (juite  so  eiigeaiii 
a»  you  KupiHMe;  you  would  discover  that  J 
have  no  alternative.''  , 

He  drew  a  long  breath,  and  then  continued ; — 
"  Aii(;nstii,  you  ih'ilt  know  everything.  My 
retaining  the  possession  of  my  present  atlluei)c%- 
depends  entirely  upon  my  marriuge  with^yuu. 
If  you  1 1  ad  persisted  in  refusing  to  unite  your 
fbrlune  with  mine,  I  >hould  have  been  a  rutmtl 
man;  and,  in  that  case,  I  Hhould  reluctantly 
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b«c  beca  Arms  w  Ar  im— ilj  of  ■Meeting 
my  cUn  to  the  MapJaeM  olatr" 

!!&•  MuiJ— M  obKmd,  {a  a  (unt  voice. 
*  dM  thraanU  boC  aadmliBd  bo«  tlut  cotJd 
W :  dal  Am  vat  «  ■  ba  to  ia^gtDe  bo»  his 
■■raige  «U  Av  eaaU  is  asj  vaj  warn  In 
la^  «r  4(pri««  !■■  of  Us  Ibrtaae.* 
'  I  vfl  cs^M  if  to  j«a  very  deBrtj,"  be 
i*  »  Ariag:  I  attnl  eipow  my 
r  vodkaoL  You  cannot  Iutf 
;  vim  rmt  ftllooi'd  at  lo 
i»  VB«  ttt  tb»  Srat  time,  aA«r  tou  had  made 
ar  piHacciT  fcappv  br  acceptiofr  »y  von  of 
•Arrpaad  MMllnaUejActicn.  I  ntet  vou  with 
«  fcort  hooa&f  V^  vilb  bopr.  and  love,  and 
jtj :  hat  I  «■>  ygPifcJ  vtica  I  remarked  the 
ahentioa  at  toot  vfcole  rnanocr  lo- 
ll vaa  nident  thai  yoa  had  re- 
lit ;  aad,  to  the  pride  aod 
«t  lanimJid  Icdbg,  I  was  ray  urar 
:TO«,*lh»t,  if  Tou  wished  It,  I  was  quite 
tD  irlcase  too  frara  it.'  The  delicate 
ei  jmtr  health  akoe  deterred  me  from 
mj  miad  to  ran  at  that  time,  and 


ladwceJ  lae  to  nraerrp  my  repwebca  tin  some 
fbnuv  opfMVtuutr-  Your  motbif  pcrcrivcd 
tajr  vrxation,  aod  partlr  succeeded  in  af^xasing 
k ;  but  Mill  I  was  iniacrable,  and  I  was  angry. 
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.  f^  I  was,  as  you  kaow,  much  lU  with  all  (he 
Mortimers;  and,  as  I  walked  home,  I  unfortu- 
nately met  Philip.  I  was  ju&t  then  in  no  hu> 
mour  to  enter  inlo  couvcrention  with  anylKxly. 
but  it  WK»  impossible  for  lue  to  avoid  s{>caliing 
lu  him.  I  had  not  setn  him  since  the  water- 
party  to  Richmond ;  he  shook  hands  with  me 
more  warmly  than  usual,  and  congratulated  mt- 
iipon  my  approaching  marriage.  I  suppose  I 
did  not  receive  his  congratulations  very  j^ra- 
cioutilyi  for  he  stared  in  my  face,  and  asked 
what  uas  the  mailer  with  me  ?  remarking,  *  that 
I  looked  niurvellously  grave  for  a  person  under 
roy  happy  circiimxtance-s  and  that  I  seemed 
already  to  have  come  to  a  very  aerioia  sense  of 
the  importance  of  the  awful  step  I  was  about 
to  take.*  I  assured  him  u  headache  was  ihr 
only  thing  that  ailed  me ;  and  that,  although  it 
might  have  liad  an  un1>ceoming  influence  upon 
my  appearance,  he  would  find  that  it  had  hful 
no  depressing  effect  upon  my  Kpirili,  In  vhort, 
1  attempted  to  laugh  uiT  liis  suspicions ;  but 
thia  did  not  succeed  with  so  acute  an  observer 
as  Philip  Mortimer. 

"  '  Do  not  talk  to  me  of  a  head-ac]K,'  lie  re- 

,  plied ;  '  say  a  /iMrf-achc,  which  will  he  nearer 

Ibc   truth.     My  dear  Stafford,  you  need   not 

expect  to  impose  upon  irw.     I  am  certain,  from 
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iJbv  tna.  at  joar  ■oath,  tram  the  coBtnctios 
id  ym^  &■•»,  tNt  MBBllMg  bu  gww  vrong 
brtvHSTgvMdyaarlevtr:*  ndbeptMcd  Us 

He  well  kacw  ho*  to  iDMostr  himtdf  intu 
■d  he  MOD  coMrtTed  u  dnw 


boa  mt  aaiante  ■bibbiiI  of  the  viat  1  hadjutt 
■Bde  t»  TOO.  He  declared  the!  I  vw  nnder- 
■g  Bjtaelf  cawaleMtj  wntcbcd; — ridiculed 
«b«t  be  cafcd  ay  wiiililil  nieecy  ;— loM 
mt  i  eipected  loo  nodi  froai  ay  proaise. — that 
««  eould  oo(  cUa  it  of  nMxleni  jrouog  ladies 
lobe  alwanMBiling  and  dcli/jhiful.erea  to  (beir 
bmbaada ;  —thai  I  had  round  you  no- 
■V  nor  tea  than  ecfy  far  from  well,  and 
•  liltk  croM  and  capriciotM ;  and  that  be  had 
so  duiibt  you  would  pnire  exfretDcly  ogrrcable 
and  aiif^boally  goodJiumoured  the  next  lime  I 
called  upon  you.  WhcD  ne  parud,  be  kaid 
be  waspngipd  to  dntatr;  but  be  a*ked  roe  to 
aeet  bia  is  the  *vmin]{  ai  a  gamiiig-ltouse  at 
the  «cat  eftd  of  tbe  loan. 
.,.'*1  alwaya  liked  play  lo  a  certain  extent, 
yet  it  had  never  been  my  practice  to  ntk  \*r^ 
toms.  That  night,  bovever,  the  fevcrith  tx- 
citement  of  my  •pirita  urj^nJ  me  to  plunge 
more  ei^rly  than  u«uiil  into  what  was  going 
foeword  around  me.     I  Htaked  highly,  I  betted 
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iiv«|>ciately,  ant)  I  wu  unfortuniiti.-.  Pliilip 
Kluttinier,  »bo  is  profntMODully  a  gamliKT,  en- 
cowngcd  mp  to  go  oii  by  hi»  vxamplc,  while  ht- 
pr«<ni(lod  to  catttioit  me  Ut  tempt  ray  liK-k  no 
farther.  '  Stafford,'  ho  whispered,  *  you  »i* 
dashing  too  wildly,  you  will  burn  your  tingcrs : 
take  the  warning  of  a  friL-ni) — you  »ni  no*  quit* 
iiwart'  ivliat  you  are  about  lo-ni(»hl.'— '  My  ll«u) 
iftSA  clcnr  as  yours  i»,  ibank  you,'  answered  I 
aloud  ;  '  and  to  prove  this,  I  now  chalk'ngt-  you 
to  try  your  »kill  and  your  fortune  againM 
mine.'^Philip  lookud  hurt,  but  be  did  not  ((e> 
clinc  the  trial.  Wo  played  for  several  Ituurs; 
everything  went  tinfuTourably  for  me;  he 
bt^ged  re|)eatt?dly  that  wc  might  Kiop,  but  1 
was  (leaf  to  his  cntrealiej  u[K>n  this  subject  t 
and  Ht  I.tKt  I  lo»t  so  enormous  a  sum,  that  1 
found  I  bad  redu<:cd  mytdf  to  alxoluto  beg- 
gary. 

"  I  rushed  home  in  «  ntntc  Iwrdvring  upon 
frensy.  Philip  would  ni>t  be  [H-muailed  to 
leave  me,  as  he  said  I  wan  mil  in  a  condition 
to  be  trusted  alone ;  and  I  suftered  him  to 
accompany  me,  because  I  felt  unequal  to  the 
fITort  of  insifting  upon  shaking  him  oC  As 
won  a*  I  enteral  my  own  room,  I  ilirevr  my- 
self into  a  chair,  covered  my  face  with  iMih 
my  binds,   and  at    llint   moment   the   drrMil- 

t5 
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All  Mm  of  »lf-fl«sU-iic(km  presented  itcelf  to  ray 
uiind. 

"  Philip  made  do  •tiempl  to  disturb  mj  me- 
(tiuikins  for  Mne  tnne:  at  lengtii  h«  eodM- 
vaurftl  to  nuon  with  me,  but  I  refuaMl  ifop*- 
tkntlv  to  lislra  to  hhn.  *  You  will  hear  me 
when  you  arc  oOnMT,*  he  obeerred.— *  when  you 
.eetne  a^in  to  your  Mntcs.  You  >r«  now 
makinv  BKniutainK  of  mole-hills  and  terrifying 
younelf  out  of  your  wits  at  a  phantom  which 
will  vantih,  like  all  other  evil  appaniton», 
when  the  first  ray  of  light  beams  upon  your 
uwlerstncbn^.  Jo  plain  EngUsli,  it  can  be  of 
Ihtia  eoneqiK'nce  to  you  to  hare  lost  a  large 
AHU  'of  Money,  if  you  do  XM  Gad  yourself 
obliged  to  par  it* 

■^  •*  •  This  is  talkinf;  to  tne  as  if  I  was  a  child,' 
I  exclaimed  in  a  fiirioua  voice,  while  my  whole 
fnaiK  Irewbled  with  indignation.  '  Philip 
Mortiner,  1  have  allowtd  you  to  ruin  roe,  but 
I  will  not  permit  you  to  intull  me.' — '  I  ttever 
had  the  least  inteotioa  uf  doin;  so,'  refdietl  be 
nmlly.  Then  after  a  tbovt  peiuw  be  added, 
'  In  >pile  of  all  you  tuld  inc  thi»  morotog,  you 
«till  lore  Miss  Mordauni,  do  you  not  .*' 

"  At  this  question  a  thrill  uf  agony  atnick 
through  my  bean  :  your  cnidty  and  my  ow« 
an|^  were  alike  fiirgotteo,  aod  1  thought  only 


I' 
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of  the  impending  minety  of  being  compelled 
to  rciinqutsh  your  promised  hand.  I  litoially 
groanfid  in  spirit  as  I  aDBwered,  <  I)o  1  still  love 
lier,  (lid  you  say  f  I  never  can  oease  to  love 
her !  Bui  why  need  you  torture  mc  witli  th«t 
inquiry  now  ?'— '  TImi  1  am  to  uudt^rvtand,'  hv 
continued  in  the  »nmc  unalteretl  lone,  *  th&l 
you  yet  wish  to  marry  her  ?'— '  You  must  know 
that  1  ardently  wish  it ;  but  that  hope  is  at  an 

end ■ 

"  *  Gently,  gently,'  said  Philip,  '  you  arc 
going  too  fast :  you  hare  admitted  that  it  is 
your  wish  to  lead  h  belte  Auguste  to  the  altars 
1  will  now  inform  you,  that  it  happens  lo  be 
mtf  wish  aho  that  you  should  do  so.  There* 
fore,  to  smooth  away  all  difficulties,  I  make  you 
a  present  of  the  sum  I  hnvu  won  from  you  to- 
night, n«  licT  murriagoportioii.'" 

While  her  cou.iiu  rdated  Uie>e  liuit  circuui- 
■tances,  Augusta  reddt-ned  and  hecanui  vic^ 
Icntly  agitated  ;  she  struggled,  however,  U>  re- 
press her  nnolion  as  much  as  possibk,  and  Hr. 

.  Biaflord  thus  proceeded  : — 

I'-  "  1  looked  at  Philip  without  being  ablv  to 
comprt:hend  the  full  import  of  his  word^ ;  h« 
perceived  lliis,  and  hastened  lo  bring  tlicni 
down  to  the  level  of  my  bewildered  un<ler- 
Manding. 
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•  ■■**You  surdj'  couU  noc  bdimc,''  he  ir- 
MCrked,  *  tbat  I  wrioualy  nieoded  to  fleece 
jrm  of  jour  vt-«l(h  ?  I  knew  you  wvre  Ixbour- 
iig  uodex  Uiiit  KwkwArd  dmhuI  nftlady  t«x- 
Mioa  of  tpirit ;  1  aaw  it  bad  rcftdnvd  you 
ndJnaly  ikvpcrair,  aod  that  you  were  ^~ 
la|ling  fofihtd,  tiU  baiuie,  along  the  liigti 
road  tu  ruin.  To  cberk  you  in  your  counc  I 
■  M  a«aie  would  be  impOHiblc:  so  I  took  you 
ia  hand  myscU',  to  prevent  your  playing  wiih 
anybody  rise,— and  luaoy  tlh-re  trcrc  who  would 
not  have  fdt  »crupuloua  about  winning  your 
oioory.  1  S*^'  V^  yuur  beadt  and  bumourvd 
your  madnna  to  it*  wildest  rxieni,  by  letting 
you  name  yuur  uav  at^i:^  and  itnagtoe  you 
«ere  tlirowiog  away  your  counll«9s  tlkouMind*. 
To  col  the  buoioe^s  tborl,  I  perceived  you  wm 
in  dai^tr  ;  1  haxafded  a  little  friendly  mu  to 
saw  you,  and  it  ftucc«eded.  Yuur  fortune  is 
itlU  your  own ;  aad  now,  can  you  forgive  me 
An-  tbe  frixlit  I  bave  ocoHiooed  you  V 

*'  I  was  delighted  with  Phdip's  kinduess  and 
gcnefXMity  ;  I  nu  longer  doubted  that  be  had 
been  a  true  frimd  to  me,  atxl  1  waa  iudignani 
with  myself  for  baviug  enodcniDfd  and  mu- 
tnisled  btni.  *  Can  you  furgtw  Me,'  I  exclain* 
od,  *  fiir  my  injuMicc  lowarda  you  ?  You  bav« 
acted  aa  my  guardian  angi,-l,  and  1  can 
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wafte  to  renictnbcr  your  kiiidneM,  or  forget  the 
horribltf  wiiroinff  I  Imvo  iwcived.'  —  'It  has 
truly  Ix-fii  n  »li(irp  )n«on  to  you,  tny  ri«ar 
StaBbfd,'  lie  replied ;  '  it  mad6  wen  me,  har- 
dened wretch  as  I  am,  ithiidJcr  to  sue  you  writh- 
ing  UDtter  itl  Uut  it  h  over  now,'  he  lutdwl 
more  gaily,  'and  we  will  think  of  tlw  future. 
I  have  my  own  rpasons  for  being  anxious  to 
iiCcure  Miss  Mordnunt's  happineu' — I  fancied 
Ii<:  siniU-d  ii.t  hi^  jiroiioiiiiccd  these  words, — '  niid 
UA,  beM den  having  iIil- general  diaract<T  of  being 
rather  volagt,  you  seemed  h^f  inclined  to  re- 
pent your  en){ageiiient  to  her,  I  murt  now,  for 
the  young  lady's  saku,  for  your  sake,  and  for 
my  Hike,  require  you  to  give  me  a  solemn  pro 
miM  that  you  will  ke«p  it.* — '  That  1  will  do 
moDt  rendily,'  I  excliiimed,  'and  in  any  form 
of  words  you  may  think  pn^Mr  to  KUggvst.' — 
*  Thank  you,' he  snid.  "  I""    " 

itii*'  There  were  writing  materials  upon  my  toblr, 
and  he  sat  down,  and  in  a  joking  sort  of  way 
bi-gan  to  draw  out  what  he  termed  'nn  agrees 
m«nt  of  a  right  amicable  nature'  between  ua 
His  mannuT,  ns  it  then  appeared  to  me,  wan  gay 
an<l  earelemi ;  and  his  pen  seemed  to  run  on  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  When  the  document  was 
finidied,  he  read  it  to  mc  aloud,  desiring  me  to 
look  over  his  shoulder  as  he  proceeded,  to  see 
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(umed  to  you  upon  the  day  of  your  tDarringe. 
And,  since  we  have  settled  &i1  our  l>asin€ss,  will 
you  allow  nie  to  ring  the  bell  for  wuie  Eods. 
watrr?  I  feci  dreadfully  thirsty/— Something 
fttronger  than  soda-water  was  iinnitdialely  or- 
dered, and  we  separated,  professing  ourselves 
better  friends  than  ever  we  hnd  been. 

"  I  felt  much  need  of  rest,  but  it  was  long 
before  I  rould  couipoK-  myself  to  sleep;  «nd 
wlien  I  did  nt  last  close  my  eye»,  1  woa  di*- 
t|uieted  by  unpleasant  dreams.  I  got  up  very 
late  the  next  day ;  and,  aa  toon  as  I  had  break- 
fn«ted,  I  proceeded  lo  your  father's  house. 
You  received  me  more  kindly  than  you  bad 
done  the  morning  before ;  I  eneotiragod  myself 
to  hope  thai  all  would  Ntill  be  well,  and  I  hur- 
ried forwonl  itir  arriui^omcnts  for  our  unioa 
with  joyful  nlocrity. 

"  After  the  bitter  disappointment  which 
blighted  all  my  prospects  of  happioens,  I  hod 
too  many  other  distresiung  mbjvctii  of  rellcvtion 
tu  think  of  the  agreement  1  had  made  with 
Philip  Mortimer— indeed  I  conudered  it  aa  n 
jest,  and  never  apprehended  that  it  would  givi' 
me  any  uoeasiuess.  Then  came  Kaymontra  dis- 
eluAure;  and,  in  th«  multiplicity  of  inlrreHting 
inveatigationit  which  occupied  me  in  Irehind,  I 
quite  furgi»t  everything  about  the  ilebt  1  had 
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id  tW  finrt  penou  1  nec  afUr  I  w- 
Philip  Hvtimrr.     Hating 
RBuia,  'I  do  Ml 
■  he  Mid.  '  IB  aJk  jtm  iow  jroot  aw- 
Mi»  MardHtat  went  off— thai  a 
m^mimt,h^l  mppatKibalit  ia  j{BBt 
I  a^^Bed  ia  Arnd  tmtb  of  lU*  nip- 
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1  ■  Mde  man  thtu  two  sbon 
•a  knc  cxfrnd.*— M\'1mi 
1  flMfeawd^   'vkM   is  it  tUt  roil 
''— 'Tm  ewHt  Mth  km  loisottw 
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of  had  luck  Uit> 
I  !■■«  liiB  kas  jaaijiJ  br  bnrjr 
;Md.leipnL[>IatBljr. 
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Ik  My  bud.  of  »«d. 
:  rf«d  to  W  ffMButfMwk  IB 


to  «■*««■  lun 
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for  a  minute  or  Mro.  At  length  I  trie<l  to  re^- 
monutrale  with  him.  '  Yuii  told  me,''  I  obiteTV- 
ed,  '  that  you  did  not  consider  me  in  my  jober 
senses  when  1  lost  that  money  to  you." — 'Very 
liiceJy  I  might,'  nnsw-tred  Philip  with  provok-' 
tng  cAhnnees  nnd  self-possession  :  'but  I  think 
you  will  nut  pretend  to  deny  that  you  were 
quite  in  your  sane  mind  when  you  afterwards 
voluntarily  sifrned  the  bond  which  I  have  notr 
in  my  writing- case.  You  may  assure  yourself 
that  it  i»  not  tny  intention  to  press  your  cngag^- 
ineiil  har»My  upon  you,  hut  I  will  not  be  trifled 
with; — you  arc  pledged  in  honour  to  abide  by  it, 
and  the  long  and  short  of  the  business  is,  that 
you  must  cither  marry  the  lady  or  pay  me  the 
inoin-y.' 

"  I  stood  aghnKt,  for  dismay  and  indignation 
had  drprivt-ii  mi;  of  utlerunc-c.  '  Vou  need 
not,'  Mid  my  tormentor  in  a  more  insinuating 
tone,  'look  ho  despairingly  wretched— so  v/o^' 
fully  as  if  you  considered  yourself  already 
placed  upou  the  scaffold,  and  saw  in  mc  the 
hateful  executioner  standing  beside  you  to 
strike  the  fatal  blow.  Your  case  is  not  yet 
completely  (liTtperate:  Mrs.  Mordaunt  and  lier 
daughter  are  expected  in  town  next  week,  and 
the  latter  may  perhaps  be  persuaded  to  reward 
your  persevering  constancy.' 


1 
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**  I  lisd  iKitbcr  teDiper  nor  iiKlination  to  pro- 
long thi*  discussioa.  I  left  my  oompanion 
.iliruptly,  and  shut  mywlf  tip  alone  to  try  to 
devise  some  means  of  extricating  myself  ftoni 
the  dislresang  ^mhtrrassment  in  whicb  his  ar- 
tifice and  my  own  folly  had  cntangk-d  ate.  No 
rspedicni  presented  ttsetf  to  my  itnaginatiao 
cxocpl  tlie  obvioiw  but  hopeleio  one  wliicli 
Philip  had  pre«M»l  upon  me.  In  sfnte  of  roy- 
>rlf,  it  rnKC  u))  pt^rpetually  before  me;  my  fancy 
whb>pere<l,  that  if  I  couid  only  persuade  you  to 
bestow  upon  mc  your  haod.  ail  tht  dilS4:ulttes 
that  oppressed  me  would  be  clcaietl  away,  and 
Mr.  Mordaunt  would  aim  be  enabled  to  rt-tain 
undisturbed  poeseasion  of  my  maternal  eatatr. 
It  was  then,  while  these  tboiif^its  were  passing 
and  repac»iug  in  my  miiid,  that  I  was  firu 
atruck  with  iIm  idea  of  conSding  to  you  my 
»cciet,  and  attempting  to  prevail  upon  you  u* 
Mv«  all  your  family  frota  ruin :  and  to  rescue, 
by  an  cflort  of  iin[uiralU-Icd  ^ncrouty,  your 
worthless  and  unfortunate  ooutia  from  impmd- 
iag  uii)«ry. 

"  I  waited  inipaliently  fur  your  ariival  in 
Txtndon.  1  dared  not  call  upon  Mr.  aitd  Sirs. 
Mitrdaunt  until  after  1  had  met  you  in  society  ; 
and  when  I  was  informed  by  your  senraat  this 
nionting  that  your  mother  was  iwt  at  home,  J 
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thought  mywir  pnrticularly  fortunate  in  having 
found  the  u|)[)orlunity  I  had  no  much  wished 
for,  of  being  ahle  to  »ee  and  tallt  to  you  in 
priralr" 

'  "Augusia  wae  extremely  sliocbed  by  the  base 
and  unprincipled  cruelty  of  Bhilip  Moniratr'* 
conduct  ;  and  she  would  perhaps  have  been 
inclined  to  fcei  considerable  pily  for  Jlr.  Sl.if- 
ford,  if  she  had  not  believed  lie  had  himself 
behaved  in  a  similar  manner  towards  n  person 
far  more  interesting  to  lier.  As  her  recullbctJon 
involuntarily  reverted  to  that  person,  a  start- 
ling doubt  flashed  suddenly  across  her  miadi 
and  «h<-  (Icternune<l  nl  oiicc  to  clear  it  up. 

"VoH  said  just  now,"  she  rcninrkcd,  "that 
you  were  not  in  the  habit  of  pUyiug  very 
deepi  Waa  lh«  n)oney  you  loHt  to  Mr.  MortU 
ttH  the  Urgent  sum  you  crer  haxarded  in  tbat 

""*I  truly  assure  yoti  that  it  was.  I  lind  in 
no  foroKr  instance  riKlct-d  anything  to  be  com- 
pared to  it ;  and  I  am  cert4iin  tliat  I  slmlt  in 
future  carefully  avoid  repealing  so  fearful  and 
dangerous  an  ex)>erimen(.'' 

Augusta's  agitation   increaied   painfully   as 
she  thus  pursued  her  interrogation ; — ' 
•"'**Did  you  not"  —  she  could  licareely  gel  out 
lh(^  words, — "Did  you  not  once  win  almoat  a 


or  wottA&rsT. 


SWbvA  brvslli. 


lie  Kpnra 


Mm  Tvtt   bsw   bcAnl 
-    He 


ki<)edan  tkmt  I 

in  aty  hft. 

K,  mi  thtf  h»  pl*7*d 
vw  ^  aar.  I  re^; 

gwrrup 

*Mcn<a .     fxcuJiBM 

Wkms.     "Yet, 

iTBt'ibe  cnodnued, 

"ii  h  I«e 

dHnctor  is 

kooW 
to  tUnk  bim 


THE  aElB.  OF  .MORDAUNT.  98 

HU  lionour  ii>  uusullicd,  his  cun&ciencc  in  not 
burihcnetl  by  the  ruticuibrAiKv  of  any  tlvnTtui- 
ing  fault,  and  /le  may  vet  be  Iiiippy  !" 

TIk-  cluud  which  had  ouee  been  ilbi|>elle(l, 
guthered  again  more  darkly  upon  Mr.  StafTord's 
cuuiiletianco ;  Augusta  perceived  it.  aiid  it  ns 
called  her  to  a  recollection  of  her  actual  Bilua- 
tion. 

**  You  must  forgive  me,  Mr.  O'Donoel,"  abe 
Miid,  "  if  I  have  allowed  my  thoughts  lo  be  for 
a  short  tiuii;  ciigro>-«vd  by  utii-  whom  I  iait«t 
aow  codcavour  to  teach  mytvlf  to  think  of  no 
more.  I  fuel  iiiudi  obliged  to  you  for  having 
to  fully  and  opL'nly  sati&ficd  my  curiosity  ;  and, 
believe  we,  the  generous  manner  in  which  you 
have  ju«t  spoken  of  my  brother'))  friend  lias 
raised  you  more  highly  in  uiy  estimation  th.in 
any  circumstance  of  your  former  lift-.''  Sh« 
•topped  nhort,  blushed,  and  looked  confuired ; 
tor  she  felt  that,  while  she  inteoded  to  say  AOine* 
thing  gratifying  to  her  couein.  sht-  hatl  involun- 
tarily been  betrayed  into  exprt^ssiug  the  deep 
iutvreftt  she  took  in  all  that  n-gurdcil  Lionol) 
ami  the  pride  aud  delight  nlie  expenenccd 
in  hearing  his  ch^Mtec,*ii)dicatctl  from  re- 
proach. 

Mr.  Stafford  was  partly  conciliated,  yet  be 
could  not  wholly  conceal  his  niortificatian ;  and 
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«^  bad  WBt^ed  tbe  working*  of 
li»  Cntvra  for  aoiiM  tinM,  mt  length  took  con- 
n^iosfnk  to  Ida. 

"Ym  lMTeBM«e«i«xaDpleof  oottiiilnKe,'' 
"and  to  prorr  to  you  how  mucii  1 
it.  I  am  BOW-  going  to  follow  il  It 
wfl,  I  Mi  ^aid,  be  anplcsMnt  to  iftm  to  besr 
wkai  h  win  oast  mt  «  Terr  punful  effort  to 
Ml :  but  te  ia  better— il  u  right,  that  oil  sKobU 
be  mU.  It  will,  perhaps  h«  do  great  surpriar 
to  voa  to  Imh)  that  I  have  been  long,  but 
lecrrtlf.  anacbnl  to  Lord  IMmore." 

Mr.  9tjffwd  nmad  awaj  faia  h«ad  as  tbr 
tbme  htf  voids ;  he  did  aot  probably 
Ihol  *be  AauU  rt  bow  riolmtly  tb«> 
had  afrctcd  him ;  and  be  «kcd  her  in  as  oalm 
a  toor  to  he  niuld  rrmnmid,  **it  Orimn* 
hiaaetf  was  •*ar«  v4  tfaia  iaitcting  preftnoca  ? 
If  be  tutmriiwd  aay  aHpiaoD  of  hn  own 
hapiMWi^ 

•^I  tluok — I  bop»  not.''  repbed  AuguHa- 
■*  A  wicked  and  dcsgoing  perMin  omtritcd 
notuallT  to  ini«k-ad  m.  Mid  to  nwkv  us  jud^e 
falsely  of  each  other.  It  wai  a  fceUng  of  de^ 
ptflMc  pique  agaiiKt  Lml  IMaiote  which  in- 
ine  unadvisedly  to  aeeapt  yuur  6nt 
profxwaL  When  my  indignatioa  subsided,  ] 
ooofess   thai  I  repented  iny  et^jagraicat ;  but 


THE   HEIR   OF   MOKDAUNT.  OS 

I  did  nut  dsr«  to  ncknowlwlge  thi«  even  to 
manitDH;  and  I  fllumld  not  have  tJirunk  nt 
laxt  frvmi  fuHllling  it,  if  the  same  artful  i-m-iny 
who  had  It^d  i»e  into  the  ttnure,  had  iiol  had 
rcooune  to  another  slratafi^-in  to  secure  the 
impossihility  of  my  ekcaping  from  it.  Her 
plot  wuB  WL-U  JDiaf^nfld ;  but  the  effect  it  pro* 
diictnl  wa^  exactly  the  reverse  of  the  one  tiie 
■  had  intended  it  to  have.  Dy  in^niouJy  per- 
vertiug  a  fact  you  have  your&elf  related,  »h(! 
deceived  mc  into  a  belief  that  your  coiuluct  had 
been  much  baser  and  more  blnincable  than  I 
havfl  now  discowriHl  that  il  really  was ;  and  1 
conseqiicnlly  determined  ihJit  no  eonMderation 
should  ii)d»i;(!  iiic  ever  to  luurry  either  you  or 
[iurd  Itelinore." 

*'  The  insidious  deceiver  who  truachcroiitly 
calumniated  mc  and  every  odc  eUe,"  excJainieil 
Mr.  iilalFord,  in  a  voice  of  iincootrolleil  atiger, 
"  must  have  been  I^dy  Caroline  Mortimer ! 
BeDcath  the  beauty  and  grace  of  ao  angel,  that 
uroQtan  conceals  the  malice  and  cruelty  of  a 
(lemon.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform 
me  distinctly  what  accusation  her  lady&hip 
was  pleniMHl  to  bring  against  iik  t" 

"  I  own  thiit  you  have  not  been  misiakeu  in 
j-our  conjecture,"  rejoined  Augusta;  "and  I 
have  already  told  you  that  I  have  become  well 


hK<»! 


hU  hi  M  ltd  tm- 

«w  Cal  w>^   to 

if  IHwi^ili    Md  ID 

by  bet  ilii^wooi 

bratherPldIp 

lo  pfonate  m  v  b«|w 

fo  «Mdk  1  feci  qoM  ac  noch  obB««d 

.  m  Atj  Ami  11  flM  1    Aduld  da. 

fmwBT  bWifiiHti.  f  tUU 

•1  to  WM  kbeMtftfal  mhI  diMV* 

■amfAih  the  ira  wiah  of  ay 

by  witiBK  ■tffdf  lo  tbc  mudi-aduind 
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object  of  my  affrolions.  But  I  greatly  doubt 
if  Ludtf  Caroline,  vriili  nl)  her  boasted  adora* 
teun,  will  ever  succeed  in  socunug  a  husband  ; .: 
■od  Kill  morv,  if  site  will  be  able  to  mcU  ihr-' 
flinty  botom  of  the  obdurate  rcliilion  whoni  it 
lias  long  iMM-n  the  liwrcdt  ))oint  of  her  ambition 
to  prevail  upon  to  uiarry  her." 

As  Mr.  Stafford  concluded  these  bitl<^^ly 
ironical,  but  inaudibl<a  words,  Au^sta  heard 
Mr.  Mordaunl's  well-known  knock.  She  start- 
ed from  her  cliiilr,  und  l\w  grcalest  agitation 
and  alarm  were  dejiicttd  in  her  countenance. 

"  Papa  is  come  home  !"  she  exclainted.  "  He 
is  coming  up-stsirs ;  and  I  dart-  not  —  1  am  not 
in  a  Male  to  stx  him  now." 

She  looked   anxiouiily   and  irresolutely   to^it 
warda  the  dour,  retreated  a  few  elc])K,  and  then 
stopping,  with  a  sudden  efinrt  of  dc«pcra(e  dc- 
termination,  she  added  in  a  firmer  tone, 

"■  Mr.  U'Donnel,  my  father  will  find  you 
here.  You  had  better  inform  bini  at  once  of 
all  you  think  it  right  that  he  should  know. 
You  bave  my  pennisuoo  to  t«U  him  of  tbehi 
promise  I  Iuitc  given  you  to  become  your — wife. 
We  both  drnrly  understand  the  term»  upon 
which  thi*  pnnniHu  waa  given;  and  ait  /  aui 
resolved  to  adhere  to  them   truly,  let  nw  so> 

VOL.  III.  r 


or   MOUkAUKT. 

Jw^Y  to  kecrp  ihnn  with 

hn  kaee.  tatd  aDed  He»- 
fimljr'  she  might  dqwDd 
UHBag  all  tbe  cotulidnot 
■ad  «|Ma  Us  dennh^  his 
to  r«rf»iimiiii^'  to  pRMKrte 
ifar  aonCtwt  of  all  bcr  fnniljr. 
tuned  s**^  nvcn  bira. 
MBMpKt,"  becxMliMwd,  "till  I 
oaaad  iIibm  for  ibe  kind 
I  have  jort  reonvcd  rraoi  you  tn 
b;  gBDd  ftwtBBe  to  roar  father. 
Aafimta,  ds  nol  let  me  again  brar 
•  JTr.  aOaiuKl—l  drtwrt  that 
■^■e;  I  da  mat  Hke  to  think  of  the  nJitry 
lad  nn  h  vnsU  hare  errtailH]  upon  mywlf 
aad  cckns.  had  I  Iwcn  centpdled  to  bear  it ; 
■■d  I  DOW  jorfulhr  rmouBce  it  for  ever." 

Bt  tkis  tiar  Mr.  MonUimi  had  rra(4i«d  tbe 
mf'^^mmm.  lie  hKl  felt  aoch  Mtrpriaed 
•baa  hw  mnmit  iidil  bin  that  Mr.  StafRmi 
^H  in  tba  Jiaaiag-taaai  ariih  MIm  MordBtint : 
hn  carioaitr  led  htataaKdiatelr  to  join  ih«m : 
bat  jaaa  as  be  oueted  tbe  roam  at  ooc  door. 
Ua  iiiihapiiy  daaghter  darted  out  of  it  ihnxij^ 
tnoiber,  utd  be  found  the  goest  alooe^ 


I 
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III 'I   lU'Mti    . 


CHAPTKK  V. 

To-night,  JCiilfikn,  thou  ihalt  bnr 
My  lalf,  my  purpose,  ind  my  fe»t: 
I  am  not,  Ion  I  nlut  I  nftpMr. 
•  •  ■  • 

Zulciku,  miite  and  moliontcu. 
Stood  lik«  tliitl  Malue  of  ditlrau 
When,  hvt  laxt  hope  for  cT*r  roim, 
.  Tlic  moihct  hanl«n'il  inio  stooe ; 

All  in  lli«  muiil  lhw.1  eye  could  tte 
Wubiit  a  young«r  NioU! 

Lord  Btuk. 

Mns.  Mo»DAUNT  did  not  rutum  from  her 
drive  till  very  late;  she  found  her  husbcnd 
waiting  in  the  dntwia{;<rootn  to  r«oeivc  her, 
and  there  was  a  pecutiar  expression  in  hU  coun- 
tenance which  seemed  (o  indicate  that  he  hud 
Mimpthing  of  importance  to  communicate.  6hv 
did  not,  howwiT,  at  the  lirtt  glance  perceive 
thi.i ;  and  after  looking  round  fur  tu-r  daughter, 
die  inquired, 

"  Where  Is  Augusta  P  I  have  brouglil  her 
a  beautiful  iios^ay  ;  and  I  am  afraid  my  poor 
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bitad"*  Soven  vill  be  faded  brfore  oigbt*  if 
ske  dan  bm  imiiicdiAteljr  put  ibctn  into  vster, 
TWr  b^gta  to  droop  alnaulj." 

**  Xenr  Bund    the    flowen,"    r«|)livd 
Mordsaat ;  "  and  i»  for  the  joung  Ud;  tbrj 
HC  ntoAid  ibr,  I  have  not  seen  her  itocc  jou 
voceot.     Btn  Kt  down,  Augusta,"  (be  did  Dot 
■m  «Rj  «A(B  call  bar  bv  that  nane,)  "  I  hare 
ef  ae«»— good  acws  for  rou,  that  will 
yoo  txtxMtitiy.      I  can  yet  ccarcelv 
!  it  mntU,  although  1  have  full  and  suf- 
ifaat  it  is  perfectly-  trur.     No 
has  bm>  bcTv  during  TOur  ab- 
oor  brocr  friend    Mr.    StaAbrd- 
;  aU  thiaps  hi>  liadt  in  itarlf  af>)>rar« 
vtrt  cstraoniiaarj  ;  but  ibii  marrel  is  (rifling, 
with  the  caiue()uences  that  have  rt- 
£nMi  it.    Wooder  of  woodcrs  !  the  d»- 
ight&I,  manuatjpg   voutb   has  cmtrived    to 
tmkt  hii  peace  «nb  Augu»u !    AU  old  4»-' 
flcOkd  bcf  «cm  them  ;  and  be  ha* 
bv   bu  ladylove  lo  drclare 
ia  nt  thai  sbc  hm  ooaaented  lo  renew  her  on. 
iimi  «a|MvneDt  with  him,  and  to    take  him, 
Ibr  bectcr  ur  fo  worse.     Of  course,  1  rvufiljr 
•lEivcd  lo  unctiaD  the  alliaooc,  and  I  vcniurcd 
a»  Mwue  the  happj  »waiD  that  jou  would  do 
tk  tmmt^     \  coaStsf-,  he  looked  OLtmnrly  fooU 
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e   began   his  explanation  ;  It   «u' 
iitm  that  Augusta  did  not  kpi.-  him  at 
iiiicnt,  far  his  awkwardness,  hcsitatinn, 
cniburriissnient,  were  far  from  becoming, 
iiroughuut  the  whole  story  1  cannot  itay  that 
I  found  him  disposed   lo  be  particularly  un.' 
reserved  or  communicative,  and  once  or  twice 
his  odious  likeness  to  O'Donnel  otrtick  tne  m) 
forcibly,  that  I  thought    him  the  most  dis-' 
agreeable  fellow  1  hod  ever  beheld.     However,' 
it  is  of  little  consequence  whether  he  pleases' 
nty  fancy  or  not,  dace  he  seems  at  last  to  have' 
pIcAfied  that  of  my  daughter.     I  took  care  ttf' 
ask  him  no  indiscreet  questions;    I  only  in- 
timated to  him  that  a  lover's  quarrri  might  be' 
looked  over  once,  but  that  there  must  not  be 
any   xecond   running   back  :    and  I  hope  you 
will  impri'SH  the  same  thing  very  wrongly  upon 
Augusta's  mind.'" 

Mrs,  Mordaunl'a  astonishment  absoluiety 
prevented  her  from  speaking  for  some  mn- 
mcDta. 

"  It  is  very  strange !"  she  exclaimed  iit 
length;  "really  iilmo*t  incredible!  Mr.  Slaf- 
fgnTs  tiehaviuur  the  other  night,  as  I  menlionetl 
to  you  afterwards,  surprised  meago<xI  deal; 
but  nothing  puzzles  me  halfko  much  as  Aii- 
gusta's  now  having  accepted  him.     I  am  certain 


THE   IlBiR  OF  MORDAUNT.  lOS 

tturricd  aniiiouaiy  upsliuiv  tu  lier  (lnufuhterV 
(t|Mirlmvnt. 

Aii(^i»tH  hail  liKtked  forwdnl  in  this  intet- 
TR'w  with  great  dread,  and  had  atunipli'd  tu 
arm  herself  to  meet  it  with  courage  &nd  cum- 
pcMtirc.     Her  ideas  were  stilt  too  tnuch  per- 
l>lexcd  lo  allow  her  to  atialjxc  very  clearly  i1k 
ftcparuto    )iarlt(:tilarii    and    interests  ooonected 
with  the  extraordinary  and  distresiing  cdrcum- 
stunccs  in  which  she  vas  placed.     She  had  a 
general  cunviiMion  that  bhe  had  done  her  duty 
in  consenting  ti>  sacrifice  herself  for  her  family : 
and,  sup|>orted  by  tiiis,  she  had  resolutely  curli- 
od  ati  feelings  of  regret,  and  hod  prayed  enr- 
notly  for  strength  of  mind.     She  wept  not — nu 
traces  of  grief  were  risible  id  her  oouDtenaDce, 
.whi(.'h  had  tusunu-d  an  expression  of  calm  for- 
titude ;  and  had  any  one  gaxed  upon  her,  as 
«lie  sat  thus  alone,  her  features  were  so  pale 
(land  motionless,   that  (hey   might    have  been 
„  thought  much  less  lo  resemble  those  of  a  living 
person  tluiu  of  a  marble  bust. 

In  spile  of  her  rvsnlulions,  she  half  doubted, 
when  iihc  actually  heard  Mrs.  Mordaunt's  foot- 
step, hovr  shL'  should  be  able  to  bear  lier  afPcc* 
lionately  penetrating  glance :  slie  did  bear  it, 
however,  much  more  steadily  than  she  imagined 
it  possible  slic  coultl  have  done.     She  Iiod  lat- 
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painfully  she  mig^t  expect  to  suffer  in  bvc 

*•  When  is  Mr.  Staflbrd  to  oavae  here  »g»iiir 
asked  Mrs.  Mordaunt  rather  drily. 

"I  don't  know  —  he  did  not  tell  me,  — 1 
suppose  he  will  most  likely  call  here  to-morrow 
ii)CM-i)irig." 

•*  You  will  not  probably  now  wi»h  to  go 
to  Almack's  tonight  ?" 

Augusta  had  never  recollected  Almack's  t>!nc» 
Mr.  SlafFord's  departure,  and  she  certainly  did 
not  feel  the  lea^t  desire  to  go  to  a  boll ;  yet  slw 
wa»  so  distres&ingly  siltiated,  that  the  noiae  and 
excitement  of  a  public  assembly  appeared  in 
prospect  less  alarming  to  her  than  the  idea  of 
spending  a  quiet  eveuing  at  home  with  her 
mother. 

**  I  am  nut  sure  if  I  should  like  to  gu  out 
or, not,"  she  replied:  "I  will  do  juit  ax  ypu 
pleue  about  it,  mamma.",  ,.,,,  ,,,,   .,,|^  ,(,},  ). 

"  Vou  had  better  please  yoursdf,  my  detr ; 
I  only  intjuircd  what  you  wished  to  do  i  then;) 
can  be  no  objection  to  your  going  out  if  you 
fancy  it.     But,"  concluded  she  more  kindly;,, 
*'you  need. not  decide  this  question   till  th«ii 
evening;   it  is  now  only  time  to  begin  your  ,i 
toilet  for  dinner." 


TTIB   HStR   or 
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hit}  coxtie  to  ber  wmo,  tmi  had  got  tW 
Ivr  of  ber  chSdU   iifiiiiii,  Actdkcdi^ 

t)r)(iiu  tu  pef«etvc  indirfina*  of  ^irit  aad  c)»- 
rarltfr  about  hd- ;  atid  thM  be  «ho«U  dm.  br 
fiirprised  if  the  va&  meUmoriilMMHl  M  kst  iMo 
a  very  tnMiblc  wranan.' 

Miss  &forduini  did  om  go  u>  Alanck'iL  Ucr 
inother  ahaetnd  to  htr,  "  tfaat  at  Ae  auA  hasc 
b«ni  much  sgitated  by  the  oecufrawM  of  tbe 
nioroiog,  it  «rouLd  be  wiser  to  nnrr  to  rett 

Augusta  thankfuUj  «Tnlc<l  berarlf  of  chr 
pertufarioo  to,  do  xn,  but  «bv  touad  it  iuipoMJbk 
to  sleep.  During  the  iong,  tedious  boun  of 
the  ni^hl,  her  tboogfats  had  leisure  to  ursoge 
tbcni»elve«;  sttd  she  malltd  rverj  drcuni' 
Niance  of  the  curioui  Rcrel  her  cousa  had  n- 
vealed  to  her.  She  uw  oioch  in  bis  oooduct 
to  dopjse,— much  to  bUune  and  to  Umeat, — 
and  lonictfaing  to  pity. 

She  portrayed  to  herself  the  di«iiiay  ber 
ttefiU  would  have  experienced,  if  it  had  been 
^made  known  to  thi-ni  that  Rk-liard  O'Dunnel 
was  alive,  aitd  preparing  to  demand  hi»  pro- 
perty. She  iniitgined  the  bitter  disappoinlmeot 
her  brothers  would  have  endured  under  (heir 
altered  fortunes,  and  ilie   diKtre«»  into  which 
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lAAy  Agrtv9  Mortimer  would  have  htta  plunged 
by  >uch  an  unexpected  rererae.  For  iJie  'u 
well  aviare  tKat,  although  Lnrd  Ks.tonn^^ 
might  be  glad  to  bcetow  his  daughter  upon  lH^M 
heir  of  Mordaiiut,  he  would  never  allow  her 
to  utiilc  iM-nflf  to  Captain  Mordaunt  when  be 
^{toriMMd  iw  roeonunendation  liut  Itis  pvrMoal 
merit.  Shealsoknew,  that  if  Kdward  had  been 
deprived  of  the  prcMpect  of  succeeding  to  the 
Roetory  of  Monlaunt,  he  w<juld  have  had  little 
chance  uf  obtaining  any  otiter  preferment,  and 
mum  consequently  have  reUntiuiAhol  the  cbe- 
riohL-d  hope  of  marrying  Laura  Slnnlry. 

As  these  ideas  came  thronging  upon  her  i 

rapid  and  vivid  tuccMfion,  it  appeared  to  her 

excited  fancy  aluuifil  an  if  s)ie  had  been  raited 

tip  by  Providence  aa  the  dentined  inKtnimcnt 

of  Having  nil  thoes  with  whom  she  was  mooi 

nearly  and  dmurly  connected   from  impending 

ruin.      And  m  cofifciaus  did  she  feel  of  the 

perfect  inicgrily  of  her  own  intentiuu,  tlut  it 

npver  occurred  to  her  that,  by  eoabUng  her 

oootin  to  krep  up  the  deception  wbicli  old  Ur. 

Stafford   had   sueceitiifully  priictiuHl   upim  Iifs 

wire*  relnlionf,  site  had  in  fact  become  %  party 

in  aiding  and  abetting  him  to  withhold  fruiii 

them  their  lawful  wealth.     She  never  rcmem- 

liered    thai,  although   Kichard  O'Uonm-1 
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undoubtedly  ut  lilicrty  to  bring  forward  or  to 
give  up  his  uwn  claim  to  the  posscasiun  of  bis 
mother's  estate,  he  could  h«vc  no  (WMiblc 
right  to  retain  any  property  nrhidi  he  was  aware 
ought  in  honour  and  justice  to  be  rpatored  to 
Ihc  late  Mrs.  Stafford's  heirs. 

Lord  Deliuore  was  naturally  tlw  mbjecl  of 
roany  of  Augusta's  reflections.  She  rejoiced  at 
Uie  vindtcntton  of  hiK character;  she  admired — 
she  i'lttcemi-d,  and  perhaps  it  ought  to  be  oon- 
fesMed  that  slie  loved  him,  more  than  ever  she 
hod  done;  yet  she  strorv  to  feel  thankful 
(and  il  was  surely  n  mogiianiuiuus  efibrc)  that 
»he  had  not  suouer  discovered  how  basely  he 
had  been  traduced.  She  knew  thai  if  she  had 
not  believed  him  unworthy  of  bcr  regard  when 
he  last  came  to  Mordaunt,  it  would  now  have 
been  no  longer  in  her  power  to  sacrifice  her 
inclination  to  her  duly.  Thia  consideration 
proved  too  much  for  herj  her  furliludi-  for  an 
inMant  gave  way,  and  she  wept  bitterly. 
'  She  was  afterwards  angry  with  herself  for  her 
weakness,  and  she  determined  to  try  to  banish 
Lionel  entirely  from  her  thoughts.  But  this 
was  no  easy  task ;  and  at  length  slic  became  so 
completely  worn  out  by  the  variety  and  riolcnce 
of  her  contending  emotiwis,  that  ihe  sunk  into 
a  deep  and  heavy  sleep.  ■   mul  jwi'    ■ 
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^l{|AlNJetter»  were  all  Roi&lied  aott  sealed  be- 
fore Augusta  met  with  any  interruptioD  from 
viftitors,  aud  it  wiut  u  Krcat  relief  to  her  mind 
when  »hc  had  doue  thoni.  'j 

It  is  DOW  time  to  return  to  Mr.  StaflonL  ><i 
The  story  he  hod  told  Miis  Mordaunt  of  hia 
Ititviiig  iKeu  Htolen  fruiii  lti»  fathvr'n  houtte,  uiid 
the  description  he  gave  her  of  all  the  virciim- 
Btances  that  occurred  to  him,  durinfi;  his  child- 
hood, were  both  stri<;tly  true.  Hia  account  nf 
.thv  uuiniier  in  which  Philip  Mortimer  had  c<im< 
trirad  to  win  his  money,  and  then  to  inveigls 
him  into  ligniDg  an  acknowledgment  of  liiftdt^bt, 
wm  aUo  tolerably  correct.  But  in  tite  fuilow- 
ing  part  of  his  narration  he  had  not  spoken  with 
vqual  vvrucity  ;  we  uiusl  ihtrcfoiv  («kc  'the 
liberty  of  correcting  his  misrepreM'ntalions. 

All  luid  inde«d  gone  smoothly  till  hixguarrel 
with  Augusta.  The  violent  irritation  of  hia 
mind  at  that  moment  banished  all  recollection 
of  the  fatal  conitcquonccf  that  might  result  from 
the  ru|itiire  of  hi*  marriage  with  her;  yet^  as 
luon  a*  bin  resentment  began  to  subeide,  and 
ewn  during  his  journey  bock  to  town,  he  be- 
came sensible  of  the  imprudence  he  liad  com- 
mitted, and  he  felt  very  uneasy  about  th«  con- 
tract he  had  entered   into  with  Philip  M,->rti- 
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'•  Imp<»Mbler  cried  Mr.  Stafford-  "  Adna 
the  maoiier  in  which  she  has  trcalcti  mir,  it  It" 
c|ui(e  out  uf  the  questioo  thnt  I  kim  vver  d«baw.^ 
mjcclf  by  uiuking  her  any  lubniiauoti.  Uou 
sides,  I  am  cerlaiti  (hat  my  <)oing  «>  would  beq 
perfiTclly  in  vaia.  1  am  surjmscd,  Philip,  that 
you  can  think  ofadvidDf;  such  a  thing!" 

"  I  would  by  IK)  lurans  haw  thought  of  i(,t 
if  I  had  not  been  deriroiu  uf  getting  you  out  of 
n  bad  Krnpc.  Rcmc-nibcr,  Slaffnrd,  that  your* 
is  a  coni|>(nind  cum:;  you  hart-  made  two  erw 
gagementa  at  the  wtme  time,  and  if  you  chooee^ 
to  break  off  one  of  thenit  you  are  bound  to 
keep  the  uther." 

"Nonsenw!    You  cannot  succeed  in  frif^Utcn-  • 
ing  me  in  (his  way.     The  bond,  or  contract,  or 
whalevff  it  was,  that  1  gave  you,  was  all  a  joke, 
— aiitt,  >a  I  have  often  thought  dnoc,  a  veiy... 
Hilly  one.'"  >iwiAn 

*'  Then  ia  no  joke,^  said  Philip  gravelyj'o 
"like  a  joke  in  earnest.  You  will  find  that* 
the  agreement  you  entered  into  with  mo  was 
serious.  I  do  not  wish  to  hurry  you— you  have  u 
KtiU  many  months  left  to  arrange  your  plans;  it 
but,  mark  me  well,  if  you  do  not  contrive  to  '> 
make  your  mnlch  within  the  year  you  must  -^ 
poaitively  pay  forfeit.'  ■  p 

Mr.  StaSord  perceived  with  dismay,  that  his  '• 
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wool  ■pfirelmui.iM  wen  n»lu«L     He  ItDr- 
fhilip  Morli«,«  wdl  enough  to  be  mwMm  ibu 

«n?  Appeal  Id  his  geoeKMity  would  bo 

•nd  he  wu  conuious  ihai  if  he  aiiemptai  , 
buUyioK  syitem  with  Ai«,  he  should  find  h^ 
•Ha  more  irapcmimbly  proof  ngaimi  Uut  _ 
al  altack.    Tl»c  low  of  his  prinoclj  fonuoe, 
hit  pRMM  AtlifriDg  position  iu  Ui«  worid,  _ 
irf"  an  thg  iiduljtcDcci  he  had  bmi  so  long  i 
^Mnil  to  enjoy,  appcAred  tncvJuUcL     H4 
ifc«  hoMtf  gp  id  his  librtry  in  a  state  I 
mf  afm  dopair.  aod  a«  he  cast  luS  eye  uf 

dHt  HiTToundcd  him,  be  riiki\ 

:  ibeooolenipiiiuutcniel^i 

t'*  coodact.  aod  biitorly  cuntdj 

I  in  haling  aUowecl  hjaiself  toj 

dM  victiai  of  Philip  UtM-liiiirr's 

u  hr  was,  was  aiucbed 
be  tBunediaiely  tuspccled, , 
of  his ilittnw,  Uiatl 
hove  ocoinvd  toj 
AMeniii{  the  j 
br  w— «d  ^vaj)  to  dunk 
(■btM  hiiB,  be  furcnt 
aud  at  I 
lo  bin  tbffi 
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"'H^M'Wily  (Ad  domestic  wait  both  nhocked  and 
startled  by  what  he  hviird,  and  he  tVn\  not  al 
first  repress  either  hijt  exclunalions  or  hi»  re- 
prtMicheS'  He  walked  up  and  down  the  room 
In  extreme  agitation  for  nearly  ten  minutes,  ft« 
if  he  was  revolving  sometliinf*  in  his  mind ;  then 
suddenly  slopping  short  just  opposite  to  bia 
manler,  he  struck  his  forehead  with  his  hand. 

"  I  have  decided  to  do  it,"  he  said,  "  at 
whatever  risk  it  may  be  to  myself.  Mr.  Staf- 
ford, you  mu4t  not  lose  your  fortune :  Miss 
Mordaunt  shall  be  forced  to  marry  you,  whether 
she  likes  il  or  not." 

Raymond  then  proceeded  to  di»clo*e  to  his  as- 
loniithed  mnstcr  who  he  really  was,  and  to  give 
him  a  detailed  account  of  the  plot  in  whieh  he 
h.id  hiniKoIf  acted  eo  principal  a  part ;  and,  In 
c(»nelu»ion,  he  suggesti-d  to  him,  *'  that  if  he 
played  his  cards  well,  the  ]>osse£»ion  of  this  secret 
might  enable  him  to  extricate  himsdf  from  all 
hifi  difliculties ;  fur  he  never  could  believe  il 
possible  that  Miss  Mordaunt  would  be  »o  silly 
and  so  naughty  a  young  laily  as  to  ruin  herself 
and  her  whole  family  by  persisting  in  her  re> 
ftisnl  to  accept  a  good  hu«baii<l." 
'"  As  a  drowning  man  will  attempt  to  save  him- 
self  by  catehing  al  straws,  m>  did  Mr.  StaHbrd 
eagerly  ^asp  at  the  hope  of  delivering  him«c)f 
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,)  I    tmf^n  apply  to  jfon ;  wid  (lutt  br 
n  j-Du  would  noc  rt/usc  lo  per>u«li)  jow 
IB  rdicve  inc.     I  urii^  you  had  oaw 
*^^*«**>c  died,  for  be  wcnicd  lo  hare  wat- 
*ta(t  fc^i^j  apoa  bis  miud.     Is  thai  young 
If  ahc  toquin-d.  tunung  ber^n 
a>  kr  other  viwlor. 
*•  '^•i. «  ».  and  1  am  sutr  that  you  miD  i 
kclBESy  ■avaiB.'' 

the  ■— ■«  fiir  Unadfr  mntte 

1   far  bold  enough,  sir,"  *^^g_ 
J  berwlf  poinlvdly  to  Bl^| 
'  *•  ■*  3««i  ^kat  bas  now  brouglit 
f  fmt  W  tbc  country  f" 
thai 
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jndced,  lu  you  ob«erved  just  now,  be  a  spirit 
Ktiimed  frotn  the  dead;  for  you  well  knov 
^tiim  all  thai  family  of  O'Donneb.  father  and 
'flocw,  liave  been  dead  long  enough  ago." 

"  Have  they,  Mr.  Raymond  ?  AUr  And 
she  fixed  h^  penetrating  glance  upon  him  « 
she  uttered  these  words. 

He  shrunk  bctKath  it,  and  die  added  in  a  less 
fearful  lone, 

"  Was  not  the  late  Mr.  Staffttrd^s  son  nearly 
the  same  age  aa  Mr.  O'Donnel's  poor  lost  child 
Kichard  }' 

<*  I  believe  he  «rss.  But  what  of  that  P" 
"  Why,  then,  the  hnndiainw  young  gentle- 
man who  rtanda  before  ine  now  in  no  more  Mr. 
SiafTord  than  you  are:  be  is  my  own  dear, 
loDg-lamented  Mr.  Richard  O'Dnnnel ;  and  I 
am  sure  that  he  will  not  disdain  to  receive  the 
blessing  of  his  poor  attachc«I  old  nurse." 

Mr.  Stafford  was  much  struck  by  the  drcum- 
stance  of  Susan  Leary's  having  so  instantly  dis- 
covered who  he  was.  It  gratified  his  vanity, 
and  perhaps  also  revived  some  former  feelings 
of  aJr(«lion  towards  her ;  he  ipobc  to  her  very 
kindly, — ^moik-  no  attempt  to  deny  his  identity 
as  Richard  O'Donnel,— recounted  to  her  his 
ad  ventures,^  enjoined  her  to  keep  hj*  fecret 
faithfully, — promised  to  settle  a  libera!  provi- 
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till  ai^cr  ihe  mlw  Him  with  RayDiom),  and  hIw 
had  talked  with  the  Utter,  that  the  whule  truth 
fliiKh<-d  at  unce  upon  her  mind. 

Mr  Stnfforcl  visited  her  several  timei.  and 
tihe  prucurvd  liitn  proofs  to  enable  him,  if  he 
chose  it,  to  VHtublish  his  rcnl  birth  nnd  ))nrvnt- 
age.  He  remainetl  a  good  while  in  Ireland, 
where  he  made  a  sort  of  tour;  for  he  only 
wiahcd  to  spend  a  few  weekn  at  Blossoradale 
liefore  he  c»tabli)ihcd  himself  in  London. 

If  he  carried  hU  (wint  with  Augusta  Mor- 
daunt,  he  knew  that  it  must  be  by  a  coup-de 
main;  he  dreaded  (he  consequence  of  allowing 
her  too  much  time  for  consideration  ;  and  he 
thought  be  should  have  a  better  chance  of  suc- 
cess if  he  put  oir  propiJMng  to  her  his  startling 
alternative  until  the  year  upecilied  in  hiK  agree- 
ment was  nearly  expired. 

The  scheme  he  had  decided  to  pursue  wait  in 
some  respects  congenial  (o  hts  disposition,  It 
promised  to  allow  him  to  revenge  the  insulting 
slight  he  had  received  from  Mins  Klordaunt  and 
her  family  ;  to  disappoint  Philip  Mortimer,  and 
frustrate  his  unprincipled,  extortionary  plans; 
and,  finally,  to  mortify  and  triumph  over  his 
rival  Lord  Dclmorc.  Vet  his  better  feelings 
occnsioiially  upbraided  him  with  the  cruelty 
and  m<-aniMs»  of  exacting  a  compliance  from 
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losing  all  hope  of  marrying  Augusta  Mordaunt 
Wfts  not  the  Btrongebt  of  th«ae-,  for  although 
he  was  still  much  id  love  with  her,  her  conduct 
hsd  offended  him  so  <)ecp)y.  tltnt  he  almost 
clMpiset)  hiiiiwir  for  continuing  to  wifli  that 
•he  Khoiild  t>ecoine  UH  wife. 

It  VH»  the  a|i])ri;hcni>ioii  of  being  towered  in 
the  public  estimation  that  decided  him  to  en- 
deavour at  all  hazards  to  retain  his  prencnt 
name  and  place  in  the  world.  It  had  been  the 
labour  of  his  whole  life  to  make  great  friends, 
and  (o  establish  himsi-lf  in  what  he  deemed  a 
good  )ioMtioii  in  itoaety  ;  and  he  was  convinced 
that,  if  he  liMt  thin  enviable  distinctionr  he 
■hould  be  miserable.  He  «as  very  sensitive  to 
ridicule,  very  anxious  to  know  what  was  said 
and  thought  of  him,  and  very  much  afraid  of 
doing  nnylhing  thut  might  e:cpoKe  him  to  cen- 
#urv  in  a  certain  privileged  ^et ; — in  fine,  he  wait 
a  perfect  slave  to  the  opinions  of  olhera — one  of 
ihuse  weak  characters  who  seldom  or  never 
posaesa  the  moral  courage  to  judge  for  thcm- 
•clvee,  or  to  act  as  thcj-  naturally  wisli  to  do. 

Mr.  O'Doanel'H  name  and  family  were  a* 
good  or  better  than  Mr.  Staflurd's,  and  there 
wa8  nothing  pt?r^onaUy  disgraceful  to  himself 
in  the  excJiangu  that  Inid  been  effected;  on  th« 
contrary,  it  vtas  ratlter  an  interesting  history. 
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their  orif(iiu]  rotidd.''  She  even  observed, 
"  that,  coasidering  all  drcumstancM,  it  might 
be  dedrablc  that  this  should  be  done  wriih  w 
littlr  dcUy  as  posatble." 

Augusta's  liminc«)i  and  deterniinatiun  uir- 
prised  Mr.  Sl^onl  willwut  *lutking  his  own 
(lurpose.  He  ftdmired  the  niugiiai)iini(y  with 
which  ihv  had  made  up  her  iiiiiKl  lu  Meriliw 
all  her  personal  feelings;  but  he  had  nut  tufli* 
dent  generosity  to  imitate  the  noble  example 
she  liad  thus  set  him. 

Th«y  were  mill  mgugnl  in  cwnevt  coDvcr»ft- 
tioD,  whti\  I^dy  AgnvK  MortinicT  vu  in- 
ivounced.  Augusta  turned  very  pale;  and  her 
friend  started  back  when  she  perceived  Mr. 
SiafFord,  whose  countenance  betrayed  Itow  dis- 
agreeably the  name  of  Mortimer  sounded  id 
his  ears ; — in  short,  no  three  people  ever  looked 
more  unpleasantly  embitrrnssed.  Lndy  Agnes 
was  the  first  who  recovered  her  sclf-i><»M;iwiun. 

"I  beg  your  pardon  for  this  intrusion,  my 
dear  Augusta,"  she  saiil  ;  "  1  thought  you 
were  alone,  and  I  came  to  thank  you  for  your 
kind  note,  and  to  offer  you  my  oongratula- 
lions." 

"Although  T  am  not  alone,"  replied  Au- 
gusta, in  a  trembling  and  agitated  voice,  **  1 
assure  you  I  am  e<iually  happy  to  see  you  ;  and 


coldly  and  ungr, 
man. 

"Pray  sit  do 

Misa  MoiJaunt ; 

what  is  really  tJ 

least  in  the  way 

^i  our  secrets  bd 

The  last  part 

cidental;  but   Mi 

been  otherwise,  ai 

and  vexation.     At 

guessed  bis  sugpic 

by  colouring  viole, 

fort  became  conaidi 

Lady  Agnes  hac 

with  her  usual  w» 

there   appeared   no 

manner   towards    h 

who  knew  her  bett 
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fodly  at  variance  wiib  the  confiding  and  open 
Bincerity  of  her  character. 

She  knew  ihai  Lady  Agnes  must  be  aware 
uf  lier  altiichnu-nl  for  Lord  Dclmore,  and  hod 
been  extremely  anxious  to  proiinotc  a  union 
between  them  ;  and  she  had  no  doubt  that 
she  DOW  despised  Iier  for  the  seeming  Iiearlle»^ 
nrss  anil  inconsistency  of  her  conduct,  in  having 
accepted  a  person  she  liad  often  professed  to 
her  she  cmild  never  like.  She  felt,  it  i«  true, 
a  proud  and  ahnont  indignant  coniciou^neM 
that  the  blame  imputed  to  her  was  unmerited  ; 
yet  still  it  was  very  painful  to  think  that  she 
had  lost  the  good  opinion  of  a  friend  she  loved 
so  ufTcctionalcly.  She  wax  aware,  too,  that  she 
had  loKt  it  irrevocably  ;  since  there  wa»  no  po»- 
•ibiiity  of  her  ever  entering  into  any  explana- 
tion of  her  own  behaviour.  "  Charlett,  too, 
will  condemn  me,"  she  said  to  herself;  "and 
Lord  Delmore,  —  what  an  object  of  contempt 
I  shall  become  to  him  !  Oh !  if  I  was  not 
supported  by  believing  that  I  am  ddng  my 
duty — that  I  am  saving  others  from  mjjiery,  I 
could  not  imve  strengtli  to  bear  the  bitterness 
of  thiH  dreadful  trial!" 
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sceading  to  the  prjvnic  gossip  of  iho  day,  wh«-n 
a  note  wafi  brought  to  I>iu)y  KKtonvillv,  who 
WW  engaged  in  conventalion  with  otlti^r  visitors. 

"  Lord  Mortimer's  servant  waits  for  an  ui- 
swer,  my  lady,"  said  the  groom  of  the  chambers, 
n»  be  gave  it  to  her. 

The  cotmtess  glanced  her  eye  over  ihe  con< 
tents  nf  the  billet. 

"  Caroline,"  the  observed,  "  I  muM  trnnble 
you  to  be  my  secretary.  Will  you  just  tell 
yonr  brother  that  we  shall  expect  him  to-mor- 
row?" 

The  answer  was  s|»eeclily  written,  and  as  I.ady 
Caroline  waa  twisting  it  up  in  her  own  peculiar 
manner,  her  companion.  Lord  Ashford,  .who 
hiid  been  watching  and  admiring  the  oporalioal' 
marked  to  her, 

"  ]  had  tlie  pleasure  of  meeting  lAtrA  Morti- 
mer at  dinner  yeBterdaj."  •' 

"  Had  you  ?  Oh,  then  I  know  where  you 
dined." 

*'  I  want,"  continued  his  lordship,  **  to  be  in- 
troduced to  Lady  Mortimer ;  I  am  told  she  is  so 
rery  pretty."  " 

"Did  you  never  sec  her?"  '" 

•  .^il  may  have  dane  so— I  probably  must  have 
done  BO — a  thousand  times;  but  it  wut  without 

being  aware  who  slie  wax."  'k-kij   '■>>■ 
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'  "  I  will  certainly  lake  the  earliest  opportunity 
df  presenting  yim  to  her :  you  will  lind  her  a 
girat  acc[ui!ii(ton  to  your  acquaintance." 
■*"■  1  perceive  by  your  maniKT,  Lady  Cwroline, 
ttiat  poor  Lady  Mortimer  is  not  happy  tnough 
to  be  a  favourite  of  yours." 

*'  You  are  quite  miiiakcn.  I  «»ure  you  I 
have  a  marvellous  filing  of  proper  sistcriy 
feActbn  for  her,  anil  I  duly  npprtx-inte  all  her 
nwHts.  To  do  her  justice,  tAie  has  more  do- 
mestic virtues  thau  moat  peo[de.  :jbe  studies 
her  dress  from  morning  tilt  night,  tw  doubt  for 
the  very  laudable  purpose  of  pleasing  her  hua- 
bsnd.  Her  children  are  so  constantly  the  sub* 
jects  of  her  thoughts,  that  she  cannot  help  talk> 
iftg  of  thrai  to  every  person  she  meets.  If  she 
were  to  come  in  here  this  inxtnnt,  she  would 
amuse  yi>it  for  the  next  half  hour  with  descrip- 
tions of  their  beauty,  and  details  of  their  vari- 
ous charming  little  accomplishments.  Then 
she  has  such  a  benevolent,  happy  di^iposition, 
that  she  is  always  pleased,  enchanted  wjih  every- 
thing and  everybody ;  and  such  an  amiable 
temper,  that  no  exdtcmetit  ever  animates  her 
sufficiently  to  ruffle  it." 

"  What  a  delightful  character  ("  said  Lord 
Ashfbrd.  "With  xuch  a  wife,  your  brother 
must  be  a  happy  man  f 
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•  "  I  reoUy  believe  he  is.  He  tbinkii  her  quite 
perft-clion ;  therefore  he  has  been  truly  fortu- 
nntv  in  liischuice.  Scimc  litllc  fiiilingK  -  -  fiiults 
1  cannot  call  theui — nUe  vc-rtiiiiily  has ;  but  tlt«K 
arc  the  consequenceit  t>f  a  ncglLvletl  education. 
Par  erempU,  from  having  no  idea  of  the  value 
of  nionvy.  she  is  rather  apt  to  squander  away 
larger  suain  than  it  is  quite  convoiiient  to  Mor- 
timer to  pay  ;  and  from  not  having  attended 
properly  to  the  atudy  of  her  native  language^ 
she  sadly  misapplies  ber  expressions.  If  she 
was  describing  to  you  her  horse,  she  would  tell 
you  it  was  'such  a  darling!'  She  said  so  the 
othvr  day  to  Philip,  who  is  rallivr  nhtH.>iil,  and 
*rlio  ininitrdiati;ly  a*kc<)  her  which  of  her  chil- 
dren she  was  s|>eakiog  of?  hasA  aight,  when 
the  was  eulogising  an  ugly  grenadier  guardsman 
more  thun  nix  feet  high,  I  heard  her  excbdm, 
J'be  is  such  a /we/'  Mortimer  was  present,  and 
he  ought  to  have  admoniahed  her  uot  to  praise 
a  gentleman  in  such  terms  in  future :  it  does 
not  sound  well ;  strangers  might  not  be  aware 
that  she  really  never  hod  uny  other  lov-c  than 
ber  huslund.  $)u!  ulwaya  talks,  too,  in  superla- 
tives:— this  arrangement  is*/oo  per/irc(  ,'' that 
friend  is  *  Ioq  charming  P  Such  exaggerated 
admiration  provokes  me,  it  is  wo  silly  and  to 
unmeaning  :  as  if  anything  in  this  world  can 
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right  in  my  conjecture,  I  will  jost  add  that  I 
sii^ecC  the  bricle\  tiMtir  begins  with  the  firtit 
letter  in  the  alphabet." 

^  **  Matt  assuredly  it  doefl ;  and  if  my  tntdli- 
gence  hai>not  happene<]  to  have  been  preriouHly 
communicated  to  you,  1  confess  that  you  Itsvc 
made  out  the  piiziilc  very  cleverly." 

'*  It  appears  to  me,"  observed  [,ord  Ashford, 
"  that  Lady  Caroline  i>  endowed  with  iIh'  gift 
of  «econd  night ; — at  least,  she  seems  to  ktwtr 
eTerylhing  intuitively."  "'  "'"'I- 

Philip  smiled.  "  80  I  sometimes  think.  But 
as  you  probably  feel  impatient  to  lenrn  who 
are  tlie  {Htrtiei  we  have  been  alluding  to,  it  is 
time  I  should  gratify  your  curioaty.  I  stip- 
pose  yon  know  Stafford  ?  —  everybody  does 
more  or  less : — and  you  most  likely  know  Miss 
Moniuunt  also 't"" 

-«■'*  Yes,  I  am  aequatnled  with  them  both.  l>u 
you  actually  mean  to  say  that  that  marriage  ia 
coming  on  again  ■" 

'■*>'**  Indeed  it  is.  I  met  Mr.  Morduunt  in  the 
street  live  minutes  ago,  and  be  slopped  me  to 
tell  me  that  it  was  all  i-ettled  yesterday.  I  ima- 
gine  he  was  progressing  towardti  thi.i  house  to 
announce  the  event  to  my  father :  he  looked 
wry  bappy  and  tery  imfwrtaitt." 
'■■LorI  Afford  rxpresMtl  hU  surprise  loudly 
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iiti  **  I  eonfeu  (bat  it  is  iwt ;  but  it  is  peasant 
lo  iinderstaod  one's  ncigbbours'  affairs, — and  I 
do  not  despair  of  being  able  to  worm  out  tbis 
secret  some  day  or  other.  In  the  mean  while,  I 
must  tbfttik  you  most  gratefully,  my  dear  Phi- 
lip, fur  tbc  Tcry  important  service*  you  ba«e 
rendered  m*." 

"  Say  not  a  word  more  about  that.  You 
know,  Car,  that  it  is  always  a  great  delight  (o 
me  to  succeed  in  accomplishing  anything  you 
wish:  and  ia  (his  instance  I  have  the  addi- 
tional satisTaction  of  reflecting,  that  in  forward- 
ing your  view»  I  have  muter iully  l>rncfited  two 
crthvr  person)).  1  am  extremely  glad  /a  brUe 
Augutle  is  going  to  be  no  well  and  safely  pro- 
vided for :  and  it  i<  a  wonderful  relief  to  my 
mind  to  learn  thai  poor  Stafford  has  brought  bU 
concerns  to  such  a  happy  termination.  *  All's 
well  that  ends  well :'  had  fie  remained  a  bache. 
lor  at  the  expiration  of  the  year,  I  khould  have 
found  niy.ielf  placed  in  rather  an  awkward  situ- 
ation,— and  so  would  he.  He  was  bound  to 
pay  what  he  had  acknowledged  to  be  a  just 
debt,  if  /  chose  to  demand  it  of  him  :  but  he 
might  hiivc  guessed  thtit  I  could  never  bring 
forward  my  bond  against  hini  if  he  thought 
proper  to  dispute  it,  since  tlie  whole  transac- 
tion would  not  bear  being  exposed  to  the  Uglit. 
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Mur:  «t»bkru  I  -I.  h.  .igfci  h«.  «f^ 
pM«l  tba  I  ooald  iMi  wnouslf  iniraij  lo  6ti. 
^  tun  of  a  fortune  1  luii  mttmtd  (o  iut« 
«w  from  him  under  dnumjiucr)  rf  uafiir 
idtttUKe.     My  .tnUKt-Q  «»  ctinnifi^ly  ia». 
pMd,  »kil/ulljr  cxccuttxl ;  anil  ii  lu»  riBwuiU, 
mtmmii  the  puqMw  of  coapdltDj;  liiin  (a 
oa&v  oat  his  nurriagi>  villi  Mits  Uenliuut.^fl 
'U  km  inand,"  replied  Lid;  CmUaM 
«•  ncr  DBore  MJnMUjr  mu^td. 
aWbM  (UapUjfd  xmt  Mhty  in 
>  pnpkiile  his  offended  bir  onc."^^ 
,"  pursMtl  Philip.  "  ibm  I 
lte«fn«hiscRdtt(br.   Hdufheni 
I  «eAM  tpttiu  ever  liooe  he  returned 
k  liitf  J  mufeeoA  kt  mu  me^utiag  «, 
;  bat  1  pwUjr  Nutdoabed  f U  racL' 
h  •  ■J^aMtUe  to  hsoii  «liai  ■  nan  it  ■ 
k»  u  metatOv  drircQ  to  like 
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adinittcd  nor  Ocnit^it :  tiut  wh«n  she  heard  ihal 
Ijord  Dflmnre  hiui  fnlt^-n  in  love  with  Mis* 
Mordatint  at  lh«  Ittxicasler  KacH,  the  became 
so  scriouxly  alarmed  that  she  could  not  help 
confiding  her  apprehroaions  to  Philip;  Hiid  it 
wai  in  consequence  of  a  precottcerted  plan  be- 
ttreen  them,  that  the  l*ltt-r  contrived  lo  excite 
Uonel's  jcjilouKj-  whcti  he  met  Augusta  at  Es- 
tonvillv  Ca«tW. 

The  arts  by  which  Lady  Caroline  afterwards 
maaaged  to  tni&lead  both  Lord  Dclmorc  and 
Miu  Mordaunt  hnTr  been  nin-ady  de«crib(4) : 
and  likcwijte  the  ingenuity  with  which  she  at- 
tempted to  fntnnuW  the  Initer  in  a  flirtation 
with  Mr.  Kiatlord,  and  to  encourage  him  to 
persevere  in  his  attentions  to  a  girl  by  witon 
she  knew  that  he  wits  disliked.  As  it  wba  Lady 
Mary  Ciirrinjjton  who  communicated  to  her 
that  her  intrigues  had  been  crowned  with  suc- 
ceM,  an<)  that  Mr.  SlalTbrd  hnd  proi>o*ed  lo 
his  love  and  had  been  acct^pted,  it  may  easily 
be  imagined  that  Lady  Mary  had  also  been 
admitted  into  her  sister's  confidence.  Bhe  had 
aided  her  in  tier  nchemcs  nnce  her  arrival  in 
town,  and  her  artful  mansgiiuefit  had  h,-i«Ieni.*d 
on  Mr.  Stafford's  declaration,  at  a  moment ' 
wlien  it  was  most  likely  lo  be  favourably  veil 
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he  began  K^''y>  "  ^^^°  y"U 
■1  my  tale.  I  think  you  will  admit  that 
'llk-(l  Staffonl's  nfTatrs  for  him  very 
your  Hatiafaciion.  I  hove  hazarded  a 
Mroke,  and  it  has  done  the  business.  I 
^t  him  yesterday  morning  coming  away  from 
[r.  Mordaunt's,  and  looking  so  miserable  and 
fodignant  nl  the  cruelty  he  had  encountered 
from  his  pnimiw,  that  he  seemed  half  inclined 
to  break  off  the  marriage,  imd  to  have  nu  more 
to  flay  to  her.  I  tried  to  argue  tiim  out  of  such 
folly;  but  when  1  found  I  eould  make  little 
impreKNion  upon  liim  in  that  way,  I  adopted 
another  eonrie." 

And  Philip  then  proceeded  to  detail  those 
extraordinary  particulars  which  it  Is  unnccos- 
aary  to  repeat. 

"  Sliifford  ha«  been  »o  thoroughly  fright- 
ened,"' he  observed,  "  that  he  will  now  feel  no 
disposition  to  resent  Miss  Mordaunl's  unkind- 
ness, — at  least,  till  after  he  is  miirrinl  to  her. 
If  all  goes  on  smoothly,  the  bon<i  will  of  course 
pttM  n»  a  joke ;  but  if  lie  renounces  his  alle- 
giance to  the  young  lady,  we  must  consider 
what  is  (o  In-  done  with  it.  It  miiy  prove  uie- 
ful  as  a  bugbear,  and  I  Nliall  tuke  care  to  put 
bim  in  mind  that  I  have  it  safely  in  my  posses- 
aion."  '^ 
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Iter  coming  even  now  to  account  fnr 

at  that  iDSlaDt  Lady  A^ae*  oert«ij)ljr 
(lid  Jippcu-.  Lady  Caroline  looked  at  lier  very 
eagerly,  and  iben  exclaimed, 

"  Ptniiil  nie  to  wi»h  jou  joy,  ma  taur,  of 
the  happy  t-veiit  which  I  underitaad  it  xhurtly 
tQ  take  place  in  your  future  ramily." 
^,"  Thank  you  for  your  kindneM,"  anirend 
Lady  Agnea  coolly  :  "  I  am  ju»t  returned  from 
vopgratulating  Augusta." 

And  then  addreuing  herwif  to  her  mother, 
flhe  explained  to  her  where  she  had  been,  and 
gave  her  many  nu'stsagvs  from  Mrs.  Mordnuot. 

Charles  Mordaunt's  answer  to  hit  aiiter's 
letter  arrived  by  rehimofpost.  It  waa  abort 
and  Mis';  he  wished  her  every  happineM  she 
could  expect,  but  it  was  evident  that  he  waa 
displeased  and  diiigusted  with  the  idea  of  her 
approaching  nuirnnge.  He  aaid,  "  be  abould 
probably  *<-e  her  in  )e»»  than  a  forlnighl ;"  but 
tie  ex])ri-»ed  no  ^tisfaction  at  the  prospect  of 
su^h  a  meeting. 

,,,"  He  dcs<pi»es  dip,"  thought  poor  Augusta, 
"  and  he  scarcely  takes  the  trouble  of  conceaU 
ing  thai  he  docs  so;"  and  she  wept  bitterly  at 
the  great  alleratiun  *hc  perci-ived  in  his  atylc 
of  wTiling  U)  her.  wri  um  ino  *«•« 
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T»  Lwly  Agn«,  C«ptain  MonJauoi  can- 
UmI  bi>  sentiinenu  rotire  openly.  He  ok 
^TTtJ.  "that  be  ww  both  iwtoniihed  nd 
•aniticd  by  his  siater''s  conduct ;  that  Ar  bid 
beM  quite  mistaken  in  her  character;  that 
LWrnd  hatl  rcsd  ii  more  truly :  and  that  ttncc 
ifai  kad  proced  hiTSclf  a  coqiirlle  and  a  jilt, 
WliaHrd  tbat  his  friend  would  noir  fe«>I  vJut 
«  fcrtmkte  oeqie  be  had  made  In  not  baving 
hwdtadtobcT."  ^ 

B<»«J»  coagratuUtiooa  to  Aii^ista  «ff 
'  Us  biotber'a ;  but  t\>ty  wne 

nly  upon  ihent- 

ii  kr  birad't  faappiom ;  the 

^hor  kcMr  ■■»  BM  up  with  common- 

Md  dM-  had  riaSdr  been  ratber 

'  vbi  lo  H]r. 

■I  wt  omtcfliptnle,   tnicclca 

I  •!•  ™*y  BUT-     I  tuppoac 

lattlnkf   about  me  i« 

h  it  hard  to  be  tba> 
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Her  letter  to  Atigu^Ia  was  at  once  ualiirnl 
and  afiectiouat«.  She  told  her,  '*  that  kIw  hud 
been  extremely  gratified  by  the  kindite«^  of  Iwr 
note;"  she  owiH-d  that  its  contents  )ia<t  very 
much  surprised  her:  but  ehe  said  the  hnew 
her  well  rnouf^h  to  be  perfectly  satisfied  that 
she  had  iicted  from  praiseworthy  molini'; 
titat  Hhe  wished  for  do  farther  expUnatioit  of 
her  conduct  than  the  assurance  she  had  given 
her  that  she  had  done  what  she  believed  to  be 
right;"  and  she  concluded  by  expressing  f 
fervent  hope  that  slie  would,  after  all  her  trials, 
attain  the  comfort  and  happiness,  even  in  this 
wurld,  whi<;h  ».hc  to  well  nicrittrd. 

Ch»rU-»  Monlnimt  had  already  ubtaiiietl  n 
majority  in  an  infantry  regiment,  as  a  prepara- 
tury  »tq>  to  his  procuring  an  unattached  lieu- 
tenant-colonelcy ;  and  he  now  arrived  in  town 
with  the  cxpcciMtioii  of  seeing  himself  gazetted 
to  the  latter  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

Edward  was  albo  coming  up  from  Oxford  : 
Dr.  Stanley  was  warned  to  hold  himself  in 
readiness  to  officiate  at  Miss  Mordnunt's  aiar> 
rioge:  and  Augusta  requested  I^dy  Agnes 
>forlimer  and  Laura  Stanley  to  be  her  bride- 
maids. 

')>  II  is  true  that  her  benrt  sunk  within  l>er  as 
she  watched  the  progress  of  tlie  wedding  pre- 
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pftrmtions;  y«t,  intt«ail  of  eicperirncing  the  ion 
of  detpur  to  which  she  had  given  henelf  up 
tmrfer  Mnne«hat  nmilar  circuni  stances  th«  year 
brKore,  she  now  endeavoured  to  Bubnil  with 
firouen  to  h<-T  fate.  She  had  no  Klf-repmaches 
to  Aikfnt  her :  the  keenest  grief  xhc  Euffercd 
vn  npea  Lord  Prlmorf's  account.  "  Prrhapi 
it  b  brtter,"  she  sometimes  fancied,  "  that  he 
kh«nild  cle«pi«r  me ;  lie  will  learn  to  forget  me 
the  Kwoer."  She  felt  thai  if  ithe  had  ucrificed 
her  own  ha|)|iinn«,  she  had  secured  that  of 
i;  and  such  a  reflection  sustained  her 
all  her  somwK.  In  short,  she  found  by 
cvptrieoce.  that  in  whatever  painful  circum- 
■ttMEca  •  fwraoD  may  be  placed,  no  oae  who 
oEttscieatiiNisly  does  her  duly  ran  possibly  feel 
eranpletrlT  mi«erable. 

Lady  t.*aroliue  Mortimer's  endeavours  to  di»- 
ODtfT  how  Mr.  Stafiord  had  contrived  to  inducv 
AvfoMM  MardMWI  to  nknt  towards  him,  had 
ibeenqohe  ineActuaL  Lord  IMmorv 
I  an  alarming  relapse ;  and  although  be 
proouuBced  out  of  dangfr,  all  that 
bff  ladyaUp  ooutd  wrnma  about  him  fttxn 
H^tier  Morimni  (»ho  bad  been  tu  visit  hlmt 
WBK,  lltM  be  astd  his  niotber  were  (or  the  ptv- 
««it  tMemnwd  to  reouin  in  the  Weat  of  Eog- 
UimI     She  ArBnd  Lionel  would  never  renrver 
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his  lieiillh ;  she  thought  he  wu  gwug  into  a 
decliiw;  and  her  uncaBioeu  was  grmily  uu^;- 
mentod  by  the  t»nKiousne>s  that  bj*  UlncKK 
had  been  uriginally  occasiodird  hy  her  owd  cruel 
artifices. 

After  Charlts  cauir  to  town,  Lady  Caroline 
found  a  dnil}-  subject  of  niorlificatiun  in  wit- 
nessing tbc  happiness  of  Lady  Agnes.  Stie 
could  nut  bear  to  hear  her  »i»tcr'a  iipproaching 
marriage  constantly  S)>ukeii  of;  and  u  mare 
thoroughly  wretched  being  than  her  ladytJtip 
w«  at  that  period  cannot  well  be  iuiagined. 
Urr  ^prohcnxions  abuul  Lionel  preyed  upon 
her  afHiils  day  anJ  night ;  her  oon»ciciice  up- 
braided her  unceasingly  for  her  unprinciplvd 
conduct  towards  him,  and  she  was  lunnented 
by  ihe  idea  that  he  justly  hated  and  despi»cd 
her.  Then,  to  augment  her  ill-humour,  came 
her  unnatural  jealousy  of  Lady  Agnes,  and  of 
everybudv  eW  who  was  lew  miserable  than 
herself.  She  was  even  vexed  whvii  ttiv  pre- 
parations for  Augusta  Mordaunt's  wedding 
were  mentioned  in  tier  presence,  although  she 
knew  that  tbt  woj^  no  object  of  envy,  and  aU 
though  »he  wiiJied  fur  nothing  more  ardently 
tlian  to  see  her  Mrs.  Stafford.  In  fine,  her  evU 
passions  gained  so  entire  an  ascendency  over 
her,  that   her  temper  waa  completely  soured; 

vot.  lit.  n 
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ing  a  week  with  her  fainily>  her  motlicr  had 
beeu  pronouncetl  out  of  donper. 

Lndy  Caroline  Mortimer  had  never  been  in 
(be  hahir  of  coiiver.iing  niueh  with  lu-r  muid  ; 
hut  when  she  careie  back  from  the  country,  she 
could  not  do  less  ihan  inquire  how  she  had  left 
hcT  mother,  and  express  ti  geticrnl  hope  that 
all  her  other  friiiuis  were  well. 

MiM  Barltcr  tbankotl  her  ladyship  for  her 
kindnesK;  itaid  her  mother  wa»  getting  better 
very  satisfactorily ;  and  then  observed,  "  that 
&he  had  seen  a  very  curious  old  relation  of  hers, 
who  was  just  come  over  from  Ireland.  She  i« 
the  rtrangfHl-Iookiiig  jwrson  I  ever  met  with, 
my  lady:  "he  was  formerly  niine  to  Mm. 
O'ltonnel's  children,  and  she  has  suffered  great 
misfortunes,  I  understand.  She  is  now  staying 
with  her  brother,  who  is  a  cousin  of  my  father's, 
and  has  been  for  many  years  the  ganlener  at 
Mordauut  Park." 

There  was  something  in  the  few  word:*  her 
moid  had  spoken  about  thi^t  lingular  woman 
which  struck  Lady  Caroline's  fancy  ;  she  ima- 
gined she  must  be  an  original  character,  and 
she  asked  Barker  what  was  her  name,  and 
desired  her  to  tell  her  all  she  knew  about  her. 

The  account  she  received  was  in  tubstanc«' 
much  the  same  as  that  one  which  bad  been 
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as  jom  ladyship  is  dresaed."  Aod  she  con- 
signed tlic  dospalch  accordingly  lo  the  trffa- 
cbvroUH  care  of  licr  niiittrcKR. 

**  It  is  very  extraordinary,"  thought  Lady 
Caroline,  **  that  the  gardener's  wife  should  haw 
anything  of  great  iniporlan««  to  communicate 
lo  Augti&Ia  iMurdaunt !  And  I  ain  afraid  it 
does  not  appear  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
latter,  that  this  woman  should  feel  so  appre- 
hensive lest  her  letter  sliould  be  teen  l>y  any- 
body but  the  periHin  to  whom  it  ib  addressed. 
If  rthe  happens  to  be  engaged  in  any  little 
innocent  intrigue,  she  has  certainly  chosen 
rather  a  curious  confidaale:  but  clandcstitie 
correspondences  arc  often  carried  on  through 
the  n)ediiim  of  very  improbable  agents." 

Her  ladyship  examined  the  exterior  of  the 
letter  very  atu-iitively,  and  ibu^s  purstte<l  her 
train  of  thought : — 

'*  If  I  look  at  the  outside  of  this  paper  for 
ever,  it  will  not  enable  nic  to  discover  the  secrets 
it  contains.  I  cannot  rest  Mtisfivd  until  1  have 
aitcertained  what  is  within;  I  rauat  open  it^ 
and  read  it.  There  can  be  no  great  impro- 
priety in  luy  making  myself  acquainted  with 
what  is  known  to  Utrs.  Barker,  and  consequently 
to  all  the  village  goasipi  at  Mordaunl,  long 
„  before  this  time."       ,  ,i.^  j     ^.,,,,UI  w-m, 


witha  valcr, 

had    lupt  thb 

dificoUj   in 

ftwM  parni  ia  ibe 
it  «BS  cmx^ed  u 


lj«««iB  thnk  ii  agntt  Kbert; 

hm  haraig  •oaeihiBg 

'  to  tdL  I  eoHtder  it  b  mj  datjr 

Mdl  hofrjoa  viU  not  be  ofemfad 

It  «a»  a  naa*  plranire  to  iDe  to 

ta  be  marrinl— I  am 

■■  £«  wmay  iff,  aod 

Umtl  yna  wfll  oot  rTuk 

'  ffjx  foo  joy.    On  mjr  p«rt, 

,  1  fgmv  liar  jtwr  happineaa  wc*; 

laftajKfe.     SoBD  Lear)* !• 

tiaagmttniaUt  tome,  and 

vbic  IsMt  waa,  I  ibould 

:  bcr  ovt  ofdaon  long  ^{d:  bat  a* 

■I  iv  1  B?  M  boar  «ttb  bor.     Pbor  votDsn  I 

bcr  Jbuntte*  baTff  mined  ber  tnnprr,  and  1 
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Ktmclimes  fancy  she  is  not  always  quite  right 
in  lin-  ticad ;  but  I  have  never  mentioned  this 
to  any  living  crt-nturc  out  of  my  own  houn- 
beforc.  She  is  coostantly  quamlling  witli  her 
brolhtT,  because  ehc  says  that  he  lias  forgot  the 
old  family  for  the  sake  of  the  prcwnt  family, 
which  everybody  but  herself  must  see  is  only 
natural  and  pn>per:  and  when  »bc  is  alone 
ff  ith  me — for  she  never  »peaks  in  that  way  when 
the  neighbours  or  even  the  children  are  by  to 
bear  lier— she  strives  to  vex  and  provoke  me 
in  all  the  manners  she  can  think  of.  She  (ella 
me  that  her  friends  will  uncxpeclv-dly  raifte  up 
llieir  heailn,  and  thai  mi/  friend*  will  suddenly 
be  caxt  down;  and  makes  all  Korts  of  other 
spiteful  and  malicious  remarks,  which  I  do  not 
care  to  repeat.  What  really  doefi  disturb  tne 
is,  that  she  has  frequently  hinted  to  me  *ery 
plainly  tliat  she  knuwN  Master  Richard  O'Don- 
nel  was  not  drowtiiMl  ■»  he  was  supposed  to  be, 
but  in  slill  living;  and  that  liu  intends  soon  to 
lay  claim  to  his  property,  and  come  and  lake 
away  Mordaunt  fW>m  your  worthy  papa.  I 
am  not  so  silly  as  quite  to  believe  this,  yet  I 
do  not  know  how  altogether  to  disbelieve  it: 
I  am  frightened  at  Susan's  way  of  saying  it, 
and  1  have  felt  very  uneasy  about  it  lately. 
There  is  another  thing,  too,  that  alarms  me: 
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Suun  hvl  A  letter  broufiht  h«  by  tlie  potunaa 

loaw  little  time  ago  wliidi  kwked  u  If  it  cuk 

Irom  ■  Udy  ur  geutleniuD,  and  sli«  took  it  un 

into  bw  own  ruui»  to  read  it.     Whtrn  tht  and 

1  wen  Mttbg  logeibcT  that  evening,  .he  puU«d 

U  out  of  bcr  poclcM,  and  holding  it  up  cIimt 

before  nijr  eye*,  the  bade  me  ricw  that  Jriter 

with  rai|Mt,  for  that  the  d«ar  gmtlrman  wlw 

■rale  it  would  be  the  maEter  of  MnitUuiil  Park 

fadorc  naajr  noore  BMOiha  were  over  our  heads. 

By  that  i  knew  (he  VKant  me  to  under&tand 

that  the  leuer  was  from  Mr.  Kkhmrd  O'Dooual  t 

but  1  taade  htr  no  reply-    She  then  kiued  tfac 

p^ier,  sod  tfafew  it  tnuncdialely  into  thtt  fire, 

aa  if  ibe  was  afraid  thai  1  ehould  try  to  rend  It. 

— Now,  my  dear  young  lady.  I  hope  aud  iruki 

thoe  ia  not  any  Ukelthood  that  Master  Richard 

OlhMBd  bim»clf  will  c^er  come  to  life  agaiu 

u  diamb  jTDor  good  &tuly :  but  it  seema  to 

mt  that  MMne  cvtl-iDclincd  prrsoo  may  have 

tafciB  it  ista  bis  head  to  prcttod  to  be  him, 

^■1  may  bare  quite  impoied  upon  Susan.     If 

lUt  is  (be  eaae,  it  is  right  thai   your  papa 

■kdd  W  iafcwiixd  of  tt  directly,  that  he  nmy 

tdv  (mfx**  BMMwes  to  discover  I  he  cheat. — 


not  be  ao  biM  as  to  write  lo  Mr.  Uor- 
but  i  tboi^^t  I  might  Trnturr  lu  wrtie 
and  J  shall  estcoD  il  a  great  favour  if 
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you  will  lake  ibe  trouble  of  letting  him  kiww 
all  thm  1  have  now  told  you.  I  once  thought 
of  makirifF  a  jourpcj  to  London  to  Kpfah  l» 
you;  but  when  I  consulted  my  huibund  about 
it,  be  laughed  at  me,  and  would  not  hear  of  my 
doing  such  a  thing.  He  thinks  Susan's  fancies 
are  all  nonsense,  and  desires  mt-  never  to  re- 
peat tliem  to  anybody  ;  which  I  certainly  iievcr 
shall.  He  advitvd  me  not  to  mention  them  to 
you,  as  he  statd  I  should  only  be  getting  my- 
self into  trouble  if  I  did — but  1  don't  care  for 
lAat—Aod  giving  his  master  iinitecessary  %'ex- 
alioa,  which  I  am  sure  I  woold  itot  willingly  do 
for  all  the  world. — f  must  now  conclude  mj 
loiig  letter,  begging  you  again  very  respectfully 
to  excuM  my  great  presumption  in  sending  il ; 
and  with  our  humble  duty  to  yourself  and  all 
the  good  family,  and  my  prayers  for  your  con- 
tinued welfare,  I  remain,  my  dear  and  Ivonoured 
young  lady, 

"  Your  very  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 
"  M*nr  BAaaBK."    ^ 

'*  P.  S.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  kindness 
and  condescenuon,  and  it  will  take  a  heavy 
weight  off  my  mind,  if  you  will  please  to  send 
iiK  a  few  lines  to  say  that  this  has  reached  you 
safely.".  '     ' 
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Lady  CoroliiK  Mortimer  read  Mrs.  Barker^] 

leller  twice  ov<t  with  mitdi  nitmtton.  and  after 
the  Kccond  peruaal  eJic  iw  lonjjer  entertaiaed 
the  sliglttMt  doubt  that  Richard  O'Dcmnd  waa 
»till  in  exigence.  The  inalickiUB  satisfsclioo 
s])c  felt  at  the  idea  of  the  distrcas  that  hii 
|>eaninK  would  bring  upon  ih«  Mordauiits, 
haps  inclined  her  the  more  readily  to  giTc  enti: 
credence  to  Suuin  Itcatf*  mystcHotu  hint* 
axHl  when  she  had  been  conudering  th«  tubject 
for  MRnc  time,  a  new  light  burst  upon  iit-ft 
She  imagined  that  the  secret  of  Mr.  O'Docin. 
prL-serratioD  might  by  some  means  have  beeo 
privately  communicated  to  Augusta,  and  that 
her  dread  of  finding  herself  involved  in  the  rui 
that  awaited  her  parents  had  induced  her 
take  a  Midden  resolution  of  making  tier 
with  Mr  StafTord.  This  conjecture  a 
to  aolte  M  once  ftll  that  had  hitherto  w«mcdi 
w>  incomprehensible  in  her  conduct :  but  it 
never  occurred  to  I^ly  Caroline  that  Mr. 
Stafford  himself  could  pOraibly  be  connected 
with  Richard  O'Donuel,  or  with  anything  that 
jierKonfllly  concerned  that  mysterious  character. 
"  Thi.1  is  3  most  mitrvelluus  discovery  '."  she 
muttemi,  as  she  folded  up  the  letter  and  c« 
tiously  replaced  the  old  wafer  by  a  new  one  of 
the  same  colour.     "Augusta  cati  never 
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out  that  I  have  peru&ed  her  (;ood  friend's  very 
pleasant  epistle,  and  I  will  lake  espcdal  care 
that  she  »hall  have  the  benefit  of  studying  it 
bvnclf  without  uudi  fil-lhcr  delay.  I  fcvl 
tDUixin|;ly  inter«Mte(l  in  Itk-liurd  U'DontK'l  —  I 
Iciiif;  to  leurn  more  about  hJui ;  he  mu&t  be 
quite  a  hir(t$  de  roman.  If  I  could  odIj  con- 
trive to  get  hold  of  SuMi)  Leary,  I  would 
upccclily  ]ici><UMde  her  to  tell  me  ihe  irhoI« 
story  ;— but  how  is  that  to  be  effected  i" 

8he  mused  for  some  time.  —  "  I  have  devincd 
a  plan  that  nill  do  very  well.  I  know  that 
Barkpr  has  some  relalionsi  who  live  at  Hani|>- 
itcad,  iind  who  would,  I  dnre  say,  be  easily 
induced  (o  receive  their  cuuun  Mrs.  Lcory  for 
a  week  or  ten  days.  I  can  pretend  to  Barker, 
that  Mr.  Murdautit  ix  anxious  to  find  an  ex- 
cuse for  rcmuvinj;  the  good  woman  tjuietly  aud 
amicably  from  Mordaunt;  and  when  she  has 
«rrnn)j*'il  the  preliminaries,  I  can  iiiokc  her 
,1irite  her  an  invitation  from  these  people  to 
come  and  viiui  them,  with  sn  offer  to  pay  her 
travelHng  expenses  if  she  wiU  accept  it.  Her 
brother  will  be  glad  enough  to  advise  her  to 
avail  herself  of  their  kindnetu,  —  his  wife  nill 
jpeed  the  {Htrting  gue»t ;  and  if  she  afterwards 
chooaes  to  return  to  them,  /cannot  help  it — 
1  shall  at  least  have  relieved  them  of  twr  com- 
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ftaj  lot »  liltlo  (pace.  As  soon  as  Mn.  Learv 
h  ioairilirtfd  at  H«inp«u»d.  I  sixM  exprcM 
•  gRBl  curiouij  In  tee  >kt  ;  umI  wIifd  she  is 
Mtaa&j  within  five  m\\t%  o(  Londoo,  it  will  be 
Wd  if  1  cannot  manage  to  have  as  nuny  pri< 
m«  eaaCfRDcai  with  ber  as  I  pirair  " 

Anpista  MordMiot  vu  retj  much  ctankd 
ad  ttiatruwd  by  Mary  Barker's  letter;  she 
Mt  e^oessTely  alanned  at  the  posubiltiy  of 
Smmi  Lesry'*  retealiog  the  Movt  of  her 
cgoBOi's  eiiotence  to  any  person  less  faithMty 
att«cltcd  to  her  fdbcr's  intovM  tlua  ber  sas- 
iw ;  a»d  she  thouf^t  with  homir  bow 
il  would  be  if  tbc  fiwrifict  she  was 
k  aak*  for  ber  fiuuly  ^ould  be  raade 
■sd  tbc  tfoedai&K  iobrritancc  should 
W  tma  ft«a  tbcBi  after  all ;  —  yet  thai  she 
B  Devn  bapixii.  Mr.  StaBani 
faa  (foiie  rich  enovgfa  witboHt  il  wbcn 
ht  kad  ftnd  him^lf  fram  hi*  cmbanasnig 
with  Philip  Mortimer,  and  be 
tka  have  no  lenpiaiiMi  so  cruelly  to 
[  dcvrtte  her.  She  molved,  bowerer, 
him  Ae  cbw uafcatioo  she  had  rv- 
•»  oonCna  to  hbi  the  Iran  it  had 
i;  and  to  Rqont  him  to  give  brr  a 
ticowbi  tn  writing,  tbat  no  omiin* 
that  BUgbt  occur  afkcr  ib^  nMrriige 


THE    HEIR    OP    MORDAUKT. 


should  dissolve  the  compact  h«  Had  already 
entered  inlo  with  her,  or  allow  him  to  feel 
hiniM'if  lU  libtTly  to  disturb  her  father  or  oil y 
other  m^-mbiT  of  his  family  in  the  posscuion  of 
the  Mordaiint  exiale.  'i-l 

Augu«la  spoke  to  Mr.  StaiTord  itpnn  lliii 
subject  the  very  first  lime  they  met :  it  was 
a  very  unpleasant  one  to  him,  and  he  appeared 
so  deeply  hurt  by  her  mistrusting  his  honour, 
that  shv  felt  half  ashamed  of  herself  for  having 
done»o. 

"**  Since  you  seem  to  place  so  little  reliance  in 
my  Kordy'  he  said  in  a  tone  of  bitter  mortifi- 
ealion, "  I  am  very  willing  to  give  you  any  other 
boHtl  you  may  consider  more  tatisfactory  ;^ 
though  I  own  I  have  found  cauxe  to  dialike  the 
very  name  of  written  engagetnenta.  I  auurc 
you  that  /  am  quite  as  much  annoyed  at  Susaii 
IjCMry's  indiscretion  as  you  can  be:  and  I  bhall 
loM  no  time  in  dcKp«tcliing  Raymond  to  Mor- 
daunt  ta  remove  her  from  thence.  When  that 
point  is  accomplished,  I  shall  leave  it  to  her 
own  choice,  either  to  establish  herself  in  one  of 
my  cottages  at  Olossotndale,  or  to  return  to 
Ireland  with  a  competent  provision  settled  upon 
her  for  life :  and  the  last  plan  is  the  one  that  I 
shall  wish  her  to  prefer."  '  " 

After  a  long  pause,  Mr.  Stafford  continued. 
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tjoi)  she  had  so  ]iroperly  and  oon.<iderately  con- 
veyed to  (hem.  She  said  (hat  it  iihoutd  be  citre- 
fuUy  borne  in  mind,  but  that  she  had  every 
reason  to  believe  there  wa«  no  danger  to  be  sp- 
prchcndud  from  Mr.  Richard  O'Donnel,  uncc 
she  WAS  convinced  there  was  not  any  |imon  of 
that  name  now  living  who  would  ever  come 
forward  to  lay  claim  to  the  properly  of  Mor- 
daunt,  She  commended  her  for  the  strict  ee- 
creey  «hc  had  observed  ubonl  8tisan  Leary's 
Mrange  fancies;  praised  her  for  (he  pnticncv 
and  forbearance  she  had  sIiowd  towards  her 
sister>iQ-Uw ;  and  told  her  she  fiuspeeted  she 
would  not  much  longer  be  tormented  by  the 
tx>mpany  of  so  di»agTeeablr  n  guest,  since  she 
knew  that  it  wait  Uie  intention  of  one  of  her 
late  hushand*s  old  friends  to  stop  and  see  Iht 
in  his  way  to  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  oflcr- 
ing  to  convey  her  bock  tu  (hat  country- 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Stfltck.  — TUm  a  Maw  UI  k-bnwing  uwards  mj  ten. 

Itk.  SriFPiMtD^  BMWure*  were  ao  pronipUv 
rxfcutcd,  thftt  when  Ladj  Caroline  Mortimer 
prrpiMMl  to  open  ber  scheme  about  SitMm 
hmry  lo  her  mud.  it  was  oTerthrovm  at  onn> 
bj  Hin  Barfc«r'«  infonrnn^  her  she  had  just 
heard  fron  htr  father  that  their  Etraoge  rela- 
tioB  haci  fcCumed  uaexprttr<lly  to  In-land  vtth 
a  gnrtleaaa  wbo  had  come  to  >Ir.  Barker's  to 
MSB  oee. 

**  Bow  ptvrokiDg  it  is  that  this  old  wonan 
Im>  diu*  escaped  me  !*  thought  Ladjr  Caroline 
w1m«  slw  was  left  to  her  own  reScetioBS.  "  Her 
dcpaiture  has  deprived  me  of  the  only  Hne 
I  ftoMMSed  to  enable  mc  to  make  mTMlf  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  O'Doaoert  past  adrenlima 
uhJ  Future  views,  t  aaaot  poaaJUr  wnd  for' 
Mrs  Learir  thim  Ireland :  and  it  it  eqaallv  oot 
of  the  queMioa  that  1  should  go  over  to  seek 
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hcr  among  her  wilds.  One  thing  is  perfectly 
cU'nr:  Airs.  Barker's  lettrr  has  given  the  Mor- 
(launta  considerable  alarm,  and  has  been  the 
cause  of  her  sistcr-in-Uw'a  sudden  removal.  If 
they  vrere  not  previously  aware  of  their  cousin's 
inconvenient  existence,  th«y  must  entertain  a 
pretty  strung  suspicion  of  it  now,  since  they 
are  afraid  to  allow  an  indiscreet  old  retainer  of 
his  mother's  family  to  remain  in  the  villagv  of 
Mordaunt.  Should  she  tell  awkward  tnlcH 
eltewbvrc,  they  well  know  that  thvy  would 
prove  leas  dangerous,  as  strangers  would 
scarcely  take  the  trouble  of  listening  to  tliem. 
Ikly  cautious  friends  have  succeeded  in  baffling 
my  curiosity  for  the  present;  but  there  area 
tttouMiud  ways  in  which  I  can  torment  them, 
by  giving  them  to  uitdenstnnd  I  have  olrciidy 
learned  much  more  about  tlk-ir  ufiair»  thiin  they 
would  at  all  wish  me  to  have  done.  Charlea 
Mordaunt  dineii  here  to-day,  and  I  will  at  leoit 
have  the  pleasure  of  teasing  him,  by  asking 
him  all  sorts  of  pux/.Ung  and  di>agrecable  que*- 
tions  about  Mrs.  Ltary." 

^Vith  this  amiable  intention  her  ladyship, 
who  did  not  in  general  favour  Colonel  Mor- 
daunt with  mudi  of  her  notice,  endeavoured  in 
the  counw  of  the  evening  to  draw  liim  into  eun- 
verution.      As  Charles    particularly   disliked 


m  or  MOKDAUNT. 

Sad  this  very  «a3j  ;  yet  At 
auonpu  until  she  occom- 

npoa  iodifRMVnt  Mib- 

ly  obtcrred,  fix- 

hiai  u  die  <poke^— 

A  Toy  rtmarkabtt  perMMi 

of  Monkuni,  has 

«  Ims-  question,  yet 
I  mm  igwiai  of  ibc  circum- 


af  8utan 
of  ben,  has 
•boat  ber,  that  I 

■  cnmcTer, 

er  hftviDfE 

■ArniaMbe 
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.„,**  Then  I  am  afraid  that  /  have  very  lilll* 
chance  of  being  intruduccd  to  her.  Has  she 
left  MorJaiint  ?  or  is  she  likely  to  loavv  tb* 
world  before  Augusta  returns  Uifrc?"  ' 

"  Your  afi'ected  ignorance  of  everything  rv 
lating  to  Su&an  Leary  is  really  admirable  I" 
said  Lady  Caroline ;  "  and  your  ansucrM  to 
my  inquiries  have  been  framed  with  a  very  in- 
genious degree  of  diplomatic  enution:  but  1 
am  too  cunning  and  too  well-informed  to  be 
deceived  by  them.  You  may  throw  duM  into 
my  eyea,  but  you  will  find  tl»t  you  cannot 
succeed  in  blinding  me." 

*'  Upon  my  word,  Lady  Caroline,  this  is  all 
so  incomprehensible  to  ine,"  rejmned  Charles 
*  gravely,  "  that  I  am  unable  to  attempt  even  to 
defend  myself  nguin.H|  your  attack ;  and  as  I 
fee)  very  unwilling  to  quarrel  with  you,  I  think 
the  sooner  we  put  an  end  to  our  conversation 
.    the  better." 

"  I  dare  say  you  do!"  rcpliwl  her  ladyship 
in  a  mo>t  provoking  tone.  "  But  it  is  not  ne- 
ceuary  to  look  »o  amaxingty  savage^  or  to 
mount  your  high  horse,  for  I  had  no  desire  to 
offend  you  to  all  outratKe.  I  admit  that  it 
eaimot  be  pleasaul  to  you  to  find  thai  your 
family  M-ercU  are  Bu^pectcd;  but  you  may 
make  yourself  perfectly  easy,  as  it  in  not,  I 
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tn. ,"  Since  you  do  not  fancy  Uic  subject  of 
Stisan  Leary,"  pursued  her  Utiyghip,  *'  vc  will 
Fpva\i.  of  something  c\»e :  1  will  iloM^ribe  to  you 
a  curious  dn-aiu  of  mine  which  lias  haunted  tue 
all  day. — I  thought  I  was  at  Estonville,  and 
that  a  Eiranger,  whom  I  had  iiovirr  beheld  in  my 
life,  presented  him!U.-lf  huddi-nly  Ui-furo  inc.  I 
asked  him  who  he  was,  and  whence  heoame; 
and  he  answered  in  a  silvery  sort  of  voice,  lliat 
hi*  Datnc  was  Richard  O'Donnel,  and  that  he 
h«d  risen  out  of  one  of  the  rivers  in  IrcUnd." 
.ll,,At  the  name  of  O'Donnel,  Colonel  Monclaunt 
atarted. 

'*  Perhape,"  he  said,  "  your  myateriou»  vic- 
tor was  a  cousin  of  mine  ?  May  I  inquire  what 
wo*  tlic  purport  uf  liis  intrusion  at  E»tonviUe  ?'' 

"  He  did  not  very  clearly  explain  it  to  me," 
replied  Lady  Caroline,  looking  at  her  coin|>anion 
with  ao  curiously  eager  a  glance  that  she  seemed 
desirous  to  read  what  was  passing  in  his  inmoal 
niitul.  "  lie  told  me,  '  that  his  ap))earBnce 
would  occjision  astonishitivnl,  perplexity,  and 
distress  tosomuof  tlioHV  with  whom  I  was  nearly 
conm-ctcd; — that  it  would  be  a  marvel  which 
for  a  short  space  of  time  would  surprise  and 
int4!r<*st  all  iIk-  world; — but  that  his  very  ex- 
bleoce  wa»  a  dark  riddle  which  would  remain 
eiivelo[Kxl  in  mystery  until  t)i«  ap)KiintiKl  uio- 
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imagined  to  have  been  |>eTfectty  intelligible  to 
bim. 

SHe  had,  in  truth,  disquiettd  him  estreinely. 
He  coulil  not  tell  cxnctly  what  to  apprehend, 
but  he  perceived  that  there  van  »omc  scrioits 
iiiiwhieF  brewing  up  against  him  ;  and  he  knew 
that  if  Lady  Cnroliiie  had  not  origiimlly  de- 
vised it,  iihe  woiilil  be  ready  enougii  to  aid  and 
pfomote  it. 

"  Caroline  has  been  vexing  you,"  said  Lady 
Agnes,  as  he  seated  himself  in  silence  beside 
licr.  **  I  do  not  ask  you  what  rHo  has  been 
Mtyiog,  but  I  advise  you  not  to  let  it  give  you 
any  farther  concern.  It  really  is  not  uorlh 
while  to  care  about  the  disagreeable  thing*  she 
utters  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  plagtte  her 
friends  and  m«ke  them  feel  wncomfortaWe." 

Chariot  thnnkcd  Lady  Agnes  for  her  kind 
counsel,  and  promised  to  follow  it ;  but  al- 
though he  was  conscious  of  the  justice  of  her 
obscTTBtion  as  applied  generally,  he  fancied 
this  particular  instance  formed  an  exception  to 
it:  he  was  convineed  that  Lady  Caroline's 
■nysteriouB  allusionn  had  not  been  made  at  ran- 
dom ;  and  while  he  alTected  to  appear  a.t  gay 
ii«  usual,  he  found  it  impossible  to  banish  them 
fruin  his  thoughts.  It  was  rather  late  when  he 
returned  home ;  Augusta  had  retired,  and  his 
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lUottwT  was  alone  io  thn  drawii^-room*  She 
asked  lit^raon  »everalquMli(>»ft  about  btsciinMT. 
party ;  and  th«n  remsikt^J  with  a  winiltf,  "  thM 
Eh«  bupvd  Lad;  Agnes  had  not  been  unkind 
to  him,  for  hi-  lookvd  unusually  grave  and 
moody." 

"  Agn«8  never  is  unkind  f  replied  Cbarhn 
indignantly ;  and  an  iuHlaut  aAerwanU  be  add* 
ed,— "  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  dear  mother,  for 
having  »])olien  »o  hastily.  1  confess  I  nin  out 
of  humuur  lo-niff'it :  I  have  been  fooli&h  eiiougli 
to  uUow  mywlf  to  be  annoyed  by  L^idy  CutK 
line." 

"  huiy  Caroline  grows  so  insulTerablc',"  ob- 
ncrved  Mrs.  Mordaunt,  "that  it  is  a  fwHecl 
tuppiice  to  be  in  her  society.  If  poor  Agow 
did  not  poasess  the  temper  of  an  ange),  1  am 
fture  »\k  would  not  be  able  to  live  in  the  saiiH- 
house  with  her." 

This  junl  yet  delicate  and  well-timed  com- 
pliment to  his  love  brought  a  &du1o  of  pteastm; 
acroHB  Cbarlvs't  countenance. 

.tt  She  would  not  indeed!"  be  exclaimed' ; 
'*and  I  iK'ver  felt  more  atrongly  alive  to  t\w 
truth  of  that  remark  than  I  do  at  the  prvaeoi 
mouiunt." 

*  A  pause  ettKucd,  which  was  at  length  broken 
tty  Culond  3turd4unl. 


I 


I 


THE    HEIR    OP    UOHDAUHT.  VSO 

«tf*  My  uninbk  future  KUtiT-iii-kw,**  be  said, 
"  hits  been  tBlking  U>  Die  this  evintinf^  of  a  cer- 
tain Mra.  Leary,  who  U  reckoned,  it  secmB>  « 
very  extraordinary  aad  interesting  character  by 
Jier  ladyship  and  ber  maid." 

"  How  cftii  Lady  Camlino  Mortimer  know 
nnythirij^  nbniit  Susitn  I^cjiry  ?"  cried  Mrs. 
Mordaunt  with  «Mn«  surprise.  Then  reooU 
letting  herself,  she  continued,  "  Oh  yes  !  to  be 
Bur«  she  may  :  1  had  forgotten  (hat  one  of  tlw 
Barken  has  lived  with  her  for  several  yc«r«; 
— tliirt  girl  Jias  probably  related  her  cuu»in\ 
history  to  her  miotreaa." 

"  Dul  who  and  what  is  Susan  Leary  f  in- 
quired Charter,  whose  curiosity  was  now  be- 
coming powerfully  exdied.  "Do,  pray,  be 
good  enough  to  enlighten  my  mind,  and  to 
dcM-ribe  to  me  her  character,  station,  and  ad- 
ventures," 

ttf^  I  am  Bfraid,"  rejoined  his  mother,  who  was 
rather  amused  at  the  eagerness  of  his  manner, 
"  you  have  raided  your  vxiH-ctalions  so  highly, 
that  you  will  be  a  little  diiui|ipointc.-d  when  I 
Icll  you  Mrs.  Lcary  is  nobody  more  or  leia  than 
Barker  the  gardener'n  sinter.  She  was  formerly 
nurse  to  Mrs.  O'Dimnern  children;  and  she  it 
■o  attached  to  (he  memory  of  hvr  laie  miMtrvus, 
that  she  looks  upon  your  father  and  upon  all 
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of  vou  K*  I  nee  of  usurpers,  who  have  no  righl 
to  enjoy  the  property  thai  onoe  belonged  to  Afr 
and  tohcr  tons.  After  Mrs.  O^Donnel's  deatli, 
Sumn  married  and  xetlled  ia  Ir^nd :  nod 
there  nhr  remained  until  she  carae  orcr  to  pay  a 
viiit  to  her  r^&lioa*,  just  before  AuguMa  and 
1  left  the  country." 

Charles  lisiened  to  this  account  with  ver}' 
marked  attenlion,  and  then  asked  tf  the  good 
wotnan  was  still  in  the  nllage  of  Mordaunt. 

"  I  darr  Kay  lliat  abe  is.  Her  husband  and 
all  her  Irish  friends  are  dead,  and  she  probably 
intends  to  spend  (he  rest  of  her  days  on  this 
lode  of  the  water.  I  regret  beinf  obtigr<l  to 
destnv  the  romance  with  which  i^adv  Candim^ 

-  > 

ba«  surtuumled  IiIisl  t>eary,  by  adding,  that  I 
hear  the  is  an  uncommonly  Mem,  unRraciou^ 
mannered  penoo,  and  very  frighiful  to  look 
npoo.  Your  lister  saw  her  at  Barker's  eot- 
tige,  atvd,  between  ourselves,  was  BteraUy  ter- 
rified by  her  wild  expressions  and  oncutitl)  ap- 
poarance:  she  could  think  sad  talk  of  milhing 
else  tt»e  whole  of  the  evening  afterwartlt.  I 
wonder  Augusta  has  never  given  yua  a  tie- 
Bcnpljon  of  her.  Perhaps,  «tnc«»  her  mind  has 
been  occu|)ied  by  mo(«  intensting  ooBeems,  alur 
luu  furgotlen  her  singular  Irish  ocquaiulanwi 
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who  ceruunly  miuk-  a  dwp  itnpreuion  upon  licr 
ftuicy  for  some  time." 

Aflcr  the  pk-ture  hia  mother  had  thus  drawn 
uf  Uit  imagined  1icroine>  Cok>nel  Monlttuut 
seeuied  quite  Hutitficd  that  she  war  unworthy 
(o  occupy  his  farther  con  hi  deration  :  he  Bpokc 
of  other  »iubjccts,  and  continued  conversing 
with  Mrs.  Mordaunt  until- hie  father's  knock 
w«s  heard. 

Cliiirlee  wn«  Ihwi  very  glad  to  I'wape  to  hi* 
own  rixini :  he  lunged  to  arrange  hia  perpleNed 
and  uncomfortable  thoughts  ;  and  he  was  nnxi- 
ouB  to  lose  no  time  in  duvising  what  measures 
he  might  judge  it  most  advisable  to  (akc,  Co 
crush  tlie  malicious  combination  tliat  appeared 
to  be  forming  against  the  peace  and  prosperity 
of  his  family. 

He  h(ui  disaembled  his  uoeasines-i,  and  con- 
cealed hi*  suspicions  from  his  mother  ;  but  lite 
inittant  i-hv  (old  him  that  Susan  Leary  had  been 
an  old  and  devoted  tervant  of  Mm.  0'I>onDers, 
ic  struck  him  forcibly  that  (his  ungular  woman 
must  hare  been  connected  with  Lady  Caroline 
MorttHK-r's  real  or  pretended  dream.  He  re- 
flected again  and  ^aiu  upon  this  idea,  and  at 
last  be  arrived  at  a  conclusion  that  it  was  her 
ladyship's  inienUoD,   through  Susan's  agimcvt 
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ni]d  with  her  assibtancc,  to  drcuUw  ft  report 
tjiat  Mr.  Richard  O'l>omicl  lind  bwii  rescued 
from  a  watery  jjravo :  lie  cvcii  diouglit  it  not  im* 
proliable  liiat  some  impoatar  might  be  brought 
forward  to  personate  his  Irieli  coiisiu,  in  order 
to  give  a  niore  plausible  apix-arance  lo  the 
ilory,  and  to  occasion  additional  trouble  to 
Mr.  fitordauut.  'But  it  nenr  cnternji  into 
CluirkHK  bruin  to  itiuigtiiv  the  possibility  or  the 
existence  of  the  real  lieir  of  MorduuuL  Tbe 
extent  of  the  danger  and  inconvenience  he  ap- 
pnihcnded,  ira&  his  father's  being  obliged  to 
incur  n  certain  degree  of  expense,  and  to  suffer 
no  inconkidcrablc  ^hiuv  ofanxictj',  worry,  and 
vexation  of  spirit. 

,  He  fancied  that  his  bc*t  chance  of  cIiKovcr> 
iiig  and  dL'faitiiig  Lady  Caroline's  jitana,  (if 
l«T»  Ihey  wtre,)  would  be  to  get  hold  of  htr 
supposed  accoiiiplicc,  Susan  Leary;  and,  to 
effect  this  purp(»f,  tie  determined  to  go  down 
iuitncdiately  to_  Mordaunt.  He  might  easily 
fitid  A  pretence  for  such  a  journey,  »*  tlie  pre- 
parations  for  his  reception  at  his  future  abode 
in  that  neighbuurhugd  were  already  in  pro- 
fpvM,  and  it  was  hi»  inlentioti  to  tt-t  out  the 
following  evening. 

Since  Colonel  Mordaunl's  arrival  in  town,  tie 
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i.f)ent,  of  course,  r  Inrgc  portion  of  his  iitne  ol 
I^rd  E&tonvillc's ;  but  when  he  happened  (o  he 
at  home,  AugiiUa  perceived  wiili  pain  and  re- 
gret (he  flodl)'  altered  estimation  in  which  he 
now  held  her.  There  was  nothing  decidedly 
cold  in  his  manner  towards  her,  yet  he  stxmeti 
to  feci  a  sort  of  restraint  in  her  presence,  and 
to  be  gl^  to  find  any  excuse  for  escaping  from 
her  sooiety.  He  was  scrupulously  civil  in  his 
behaviour  to  Mr.  Stafford,  but  it  was  evident 
that  he  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  him  ;  and 
after  he  had  once  congratulated  Augui^iu  rather 
awkwardly  upon  her  approaching  marriage,  he 
never  recurred  to  the  subject  again. 

Miss  Mordaunt  had  not  long  established 
herself  in  her  little  boudoir  on  the  morning 
afler  the  discussions  that  have  been  atrcady  r^ 
latcd,  when  her  brother  came  (o  announce  to 
her  hix  intended  dcjiorture.  His  apftcarance 
in  thatrocmi  was  both  so  unusual  and  so  unex- 
pected, that  she  felt  extreme  surprise  as  well  bh 
fdeasure  at  seeing  him :  and  site  exclaimed 
almost  involuntarily,—^ 
"*'**  How  kind  it  is  of  you,  my  dear  Charlei, 
to  come  and  vital  me  '.  It  puts  inc  very  ngrns 
ably  in  mind  of  old  limes.  We  have  met  M 
ieMom  lately,  except  in  public,  that  it  is  quite 
a  treat  to  me  to  receive  you  sociably  tAtz  wuj." 
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Chnrk»  wiw  much  touched  by  thii  rccepi 
be  looked  at  his  sister  very  affectioiialvly  for 
minute  or  two :    tbea  nghed   deeply,  and 
plied, 

"  The  erraud  that  brought  mo  licrc  cvcul 
now,  WOK  to  tell  you  tliat  we  are  goJtig  to  part 
I   find  that  I  »haU  be  obliged  to  be  at  Mor-' 
daunt  lo-inorrow." 

"  At   Mordaunt !"  exclaimed  Augurta  wilbl 
nittuni^hntcTK.     **  Do  you   leave  Loncloo   thei 
thU  morning  'f' 

"  No;  I  shall  Stay  here  till  the  evening, 
sikI  travd  down  by  the  mail.  Can  I  do  any'^ 
ihing  Tor  yoti — cxm-utc  any  commiadou,  when 
I  arrive  at  lite  end  of  my  journey  i"" 

"  Thank  ^-ou,  I  cantwt  recollect  any  to 
enlru»t  to  you.  How  long  do  yuu  expect  ta 
be  absent  ?" 

*<  I  hope  I  BJiall  not  be  deloiiM-d  above  a  dajp 
or  two.  Have  you  no  meaBige  to  send  to  youe 
friend  Mrs,  Barker?  I  i.hidl  probably  risit 
ber :  ray  uiuther  gave  me  lant  night  such  a 
charming  description  of  the  engaging  qinditie* 
of  hex  giiesl  and  relation  Mrs.  Leary,  lltat  I 
naturally  fi-el  a  great  desire  to  Me  eo  sinngrlf 
prviXMiwssing  a  person." 

Augusta  grew  extremely  red.  "  You  -will 
be  disappointed,"  alie  replic<l  quickly,  '*  if 
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expect  to  tind  Siisim  lA-nry  ut  hvr  bcuther's: 
*tii>  ha»  left  Mortlaiinl." 

*'  Are  you  sure  of  that  ?"  inf|uired  Charlen, 
fixing  his  oyes  upon  his  sistpr  as  he  spoke 
in  a  manner  which  greatly  iucrL^aitnl  her  con- 
fusioii. 

Now  Augu»ta  was  not  quite  «ure  of  the  fot-t 
slie  had  asserted.  Mr.  Stafford  hud  told  her 
be  intended  to  remove  the  old  woman  imme- 
diately, Viiit  he  hud  iicviT  informed  her  that 
hi«  [>ur|)o»e  had  ht-on  acliiully  uarritH)  into 
execution  ;  she  was  therefore  afraid  to  exprc».» 
herself  decidedly  upon  the  subject,  or  to  admit 
that  she  was  very  correctly  ncqitaiotvd  with 
Sii.tairii  pri>tH-c(liiijf«,  lost  hy  no  doing  she 
might  betray  those  secrets  »he  was  nioM  anxiouN 
to  concval. 

She  answered  her  brother's  interrogation 
witli  oonniderable  embarrassment  and  hesj- 
laliun. 

»  **  I  really  ain  not  certain  about  it ; — I  think 
1  heard  that  she  was  to  leave  tuir  relations 
before  this  time: — but  it  is  a  mutter  of  lillle 
conscciucncts  At  any  rate."  she  added  mure 
earnestly,  "  let  me  entreat  you,  CharW,  not 
to  call  upon  this  Mrs.  Leary;  it  wiU  be  much 
better  that  you  fthould  not  see  iiet" 
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colour  had  su<lilenly  flod  frnin  Augusta's  face ; 
evcii  her  lips  liad  become  white  in  inai-M« ;  and, 
Kcarocly  able  to  support  herself,  she  had  sunk 
bock  i)L-«rly  ramtiti^  iipon  the  lofii- 

*'  What  IK  the  matter  willi  you,  my  drareot 
Auguata  ?"  he  ejacuUted  in  a  tone  of  great 
iliscnay. 

"  Nothing, — really  nothiug,"  she  replied 
altnosl  inarticulately,  "i  h»vc  HmI  ft  Itad 
beoHache,  and "  here  her  voioc  entirely  fail- 
ed her. 

Charles  sat  down  betide  her,  and  taking  her' 
hand  very  tenderly — "  An<l  yoii  hji»e  somei 
wcrot  distresH,"  he  said,  '*  tliat  has  Iieen  weigli-i  - 
ing  heavily  upon  your  spirits,  and  has  ju9t 
now  overcome  you.  Will  you  not  confide 
your  »rrowB  to  ii»e  ?  I  may  not  Indeed  be 
able  to  relieve  them,  but  I  will  ai  leail  promitr 
to  aliare  tliem." 

*'  Oh  no,  not"  exclaimed  Auguain,  rouung 
hercelf  at  once  from  her  lai^uor  by  a  violent 
vxenion, — "you  »re  quite  roiMaken;  I  have 
no  secret  diMrcss  to  reveal  to  you ;  I  am  not 
unb^ppy." 

I  Charlw  rdinqiiiihed  iH-r  hand  with  a  si^h  of 
diMppointment,  and  drew  himwlf  up  with  hi* 
former  «tifineiS  of  manner. 
ai"  May  Heaven  bless  you,  my  dearest   bro- 
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eootiaurd  Augusta  tn  •  ncUnchAly 
etat,   'fcr  the  aff«ctiaost«  kindnmi  of 
iliWinn  f     I   w«  you  «rr  offend«d   with 
^d  1  can  ooljr  BDptore  700  to  for;giv« 
Van  fittfe  ItBov  bow  it  breakt  ny  faa*i 
tUafc  that  you  betierc  me  UDgt«<tou»  or 
vocAy  of  tbc  ittacfamcnl  you  onor  enlcrtaiti 


■BTcdy  had  time  to  soothe  I 
;  htr  of  ihe  wji 
^  Ui  aftuJBP  fisr  her,  vbm  a  servanl  caiar  I 
I  thnn  thai  Mr.  St«Sbrd  wfts  in  the  dra 


-  Mr.  St^kwd  r  Cfwd  Augutta  wildly. 
Ml  m  the  laaa  »ai  gaot, — "  I  cuin»t  rccciv 

at  pmmitt  my  head  acha  too  moth  ( 
dhaO  pwhapa  be  better  in  the  erennig.'*     Afl 
Ae  p»MtJ  bodi  ber  htnh  tipoo  ber  brow  1 
^  apakci  as  If  Ae  was  sttflering  great  pain. 

I  go  aad  explain  iht)  to  SlaJTord }' 
Ctalead  Hotdaunt  rcry  gently.     "  91 
I  Ml  Un  that  you  are  oot  well  etiough  to  1 

-  Y*a.  Jo.- 
Bal  brfbrr  Charles  had  tctt^cd  the 

^  ifiiaag  Torward  to  stop  htm :  a  tieir 
pabe  seeoMd  to  have  actuated  ber,  and 
eicUimcd 
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**  1  aiu  afraid  you  will  consider  nie  very 
variable :  I  have  changed  my  mind,  and  I  now 
feel  that  I  should  like  to  see  Mr.  SlafTord.  I 
have  ju»t  recollected  something  that  I  particu- 
larly wisli  to  fuy  to  him." 

"  You  are  not  in  a  sUtc  to  talk  to  anybody 
at  this  moment,"  ohwrx-od  Charleit,  attempting 
to  leaul  her  Iwck  tu  the  sufu.  "  Vou  must  stay 
here  for  about  a  c|tiarter  of  an  hour  to  com- 
pose your  spirits,  before  you  join  \it  in  thi- 
drawiiig-rooiii.  In  the  mean  while,  it  nha\\  be 
my  task  to  endeavour  to  cDteruin  your  visitor 
to  the  best  of  my  ability." 

"  This  is  Ion  much  !"  replied  Augiutta.  "  I 
can  never  express  to  you  how  grateful  I  *in 
for  lh«  oonsidcration  and  kindneas  you  have 
shown  for  me." 

She  waa  evidently  affected :  her  brother 
hurried  away  from  hi;r ;  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
closed  the  door,  she  gave  unrestrained  relief  to 
her  feelings  in  a  violent  flood  of  tears. 

Augusta's  reason  for  M'cking  an  immediate 
conference  with  her  couun  proceeded  from  a 
hope  of  aitceriaining  if  Susan  Leary  had  left 
Mordaunt ;  and  in  this  she  wits  not  disappointed. 
He  told  her  he  had  just  receiviKl  a  ktler  from 
Raymond,  in  which  that  trusty  agent  reluieti 
to  him,    *'  that    he  had   at  6rst   found   Susan 
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h4ite  eDlered  W»  imagiiution  ?  TMry  were  oat, 
I  am  &uie,  sugj^ed  to  him  by  roaimna.*'  ii' 
■nf^lt  lery  little  signifie*  haw  or  where  be 
picked  tKem  up,"  rppliwl  Mr.  Staff.>rd  ;  "  Mrs. 
B&rker  hiw  in  all  pn>l)«l)ility  blabbed  in  Mine 
frknd,  who  ha*  told  the  story  agsin  to  watt 
other  friend ;  and  m  it  has  gniif  from  mouth 
to  moulh,  until  it  haii  readied  your  brotbvr'a 
i-ant." 

"  No,**  eiceUiimed  Auguitta  indigiUDlly, "  yoa 
do  her  wrong :  I  am  certain  thai  Mary  Barker 
has  ml  betrayed  our  secret  to  anybtKly." 

"  Well,  I  heg  her  pardon ;  Susan  may  have 
had  oth(T  Bcquaintanoe  who  hove  proved  man 
indlicrei^.  Btit  let  mc  persuade  yon,  Auf^aia, 
that  it  really  i*  not  worth  our  while  to  alarm 
ounelves  about  rumour*  which  wfll  v«ry  anon 
die  away  at>d  be  forgotten,  udIcm  im  becoOM 
the  instrumcDlB  of  brJogmg  Ihmn  int»  notire." 

Augusta  tried  to  aaaent  to  thmv  argtnnenia, 
yet  ibey  dtd  not  laury  eonrletion  to  b«r  mind  : 
and  Nhe  ooniinued  all  day  to  a  Male  of  nmroua 
and  feveriih  excitenKni.  The  rqieaiedalarw* 
which  had  lately  followed  t>a*  BDUtbrr  ta  mrfcjl 
lucceaaioo,  were  beginning  to  imptna  her  with 
a  Mtlled  apprehmrion  that  ibe  Sttuwn  td 
Richard  O'Donod'a  niuence  coak)  not  ba 
noA  la  and  the  prafaabi* 
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srqatnoM  of  such  a  diadoaure  a)ie  did  not  dan 
to  alio*  herwif  eveti  to  inugine. 

Clurlcs  Mordatint's  interest  had  becnexdlfld 
in  DO  ordinan-  drgrcc  during  his  U>t  oonftr- 
nxr  with  bis  H»l«r.  Hi*  feelings,  too,  hw)  bt*a 
deeply  touched  bv  the  wsnn  afi«ction  she  had 
miiMKl  for  him ;  he  had  seen  h«r  suSering  from 
bodily  or  ucntal  pain,  perhaps  b€>th;  and,  as 
he  reflected  upon  all  chew  drcumntanccft.  he 
invite  forgot  her  failings,  and  hia  fonatr  teu- 
defBtaa  for  ber  relumed  as  strongly  aa  rrcr. 

As  he  had  always  doubled  her  really  liking 
Mr.  StaSord,  be  had  imagined  she  was  going 
to  roofide  to  him  that  she  could  not  bring  her- 
self to  feel  happy  at  the  probpcd  of  her  mar- 
timgt  i  and  he  now  fandrd  that  a  sense  of  false 
riiainr  alone  bad  mtrained  bcr  from  doing  so. 
"  Perhaps,"  tlwughc  he,  "  it  is  much  belter 
she  did  not  open  her  mind  lu  me  upon  a  subject 
that  would  bare  been  rery  diatrcaai^  to  us  lioth ; 
for*  after  things  bare  pnxveded  so  far,  auv  in- 
twfetaice  upon  my  part  would  hare  hem  out 
of  ibe  quMiioo,  and  she  might  afterwards  have 
tvgreUrd  hariog  toU  me  what  il  is  far  wiser 
for  ber  to  cooeesl  fnm  every  one." 

His  nt(«r*a  idea  lliat  Hn.  Leary  had  either 
already  Uli  Barlcer's,  or  was  upon  the  point  of 
taking  her  departurr,    con»inocd  him  lliat  he 
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ought  lint  lo  (Iclny  liia  joum«y-  It  weiiwd 
strange  that  Augusta  should  feel  ap])rehenuve 
of  his  seeing  this  singulnr  woman :  and  he  was 
much  struck  by  the  sort  of  fascination  she 
appeared  to  have  exercised  over  her  mind. 

Charlcfi  had  few  arraogements  to  make :  he 
sent  his  servant  to  secure  him  a  place  in  the 
mail,  and  then  proceeded  to  bid  adieu  to  Lady 
Agnes,  and  to  explain  to  her  where  he  was 
going. 

She  was  by  no  means  surprised  at  hi>  de- 
parture. 

**  Your  dsler  icsscd  mc  la»t  night,"  observed 
he  with  a  smile;  "so,  to  punish  her  for  this 
offV-nci",  I  will  not  gratify  her  curiosity  to-day. 
Let  mc  rMjuest  you  m  a  favour  not  to  tell  her 
that  Mordaunt  is  my  destination." 

Lady  A|^cs  was  amused  at  thin  mode  of 
revenge,  and  promised  to  keep  his  secret  faith- 
full  v. 
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quired  in  xn  iigitAted  voice  after  Mis»  Monlaunt 
and  all  the  family- 

Her  yuiing  inasrer  accepted  th«  invitntion 
slie  aftt^rwanlit  gave  hiti)  to  walk  into  her  house 
and  rest  himself 

*'  Ah  1  find  you  alone,"  he  observed,  "  I  .sup- 
pose ihat  your  giEteT>in-Uw  has  kft  you  ?" 

"  Yes,"  rqilicd  Mary  Barker,"  she  went  away 
about  a  week  ago ;  and  1  believe  wv  may  itumk 
your  father,  sir,  fur  having  got  rid  of  her.  The 
moment  I  saw  you,  I  guessed  you  were  coiue 
to  speak  to  me  about  Suaau." 

Charles  was  much  astonished ;  he  assured 
Mr«.  Borkcr  that,  far  friMn  having  b«n  iiiKtru> 
mental  in  fiicilitating  the  departure  of  lier  guest, 
lie  was  eunviuced  his  father  waa  nut  even  aware 
of  the  circumstances, — indeed,  tliftt  he  much 
doubted  if  he  had  ever  heard  of  hur  being  at 
Mordaunt. 

Mrs.  Barker  looked  extremely  pcrjilexed. 

**  MiM  Mordaunt  has  not  mentioned  my  letter 
to  you  then,"  she  said ;  "and,  as  that  is  the 
case,  perhaps  I  am  imI  doing  rtglit  in  naming 
to  you  the  hberty  I  ventured  to  take." 

Yet  Charles  pressed  her  so  enrn<')itly  to  ex- 
plain what  Aiie  oii-ant,  that  she  at  length  loUl  < 
him  of  her  having  writtvti  to  his  sister,  deocribed 
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Mr.  Raymond  when  he  first  entered  the  house ; 
but  that  she  never  menlioncd  his  name  after* 
wsrds,  and  even  refutwd  to  tell  her  whut  it  was: 
— that  they  tulked  n  great  deal  together,  and 
appeared  at  one  time  to  be  comliig  to  high 
words;  (she  was  not  then  in  the  same  room 
with  them ;)  yet  that  they  ended  by  af<reeing 
»«  Well,  that  they  Htartetl  together  for  Ireland 
the  very  next  morning.'' 

Charles  had  not  succeeded  in  deceiving  Mary 
Barker ;  she  saw  he  was  much  worried,  and  she 
Mcrctly  and  sincerely  pitied  him,  As  he  retraced 
his  way  from  her  cottage,  he  tried  in  vain  to 
recollect  ever  having  heard  uf  any  dependant 
or  acquaintance  of  his  father's  of  the  name  of 
Raymond ;  and  he  began  to  wonder  if  it  waa 
possible  he  could  be  a  creature  of  Lady  Caroline 
Mortimer's. 

He  wax  now  more  desirous  to  se«  ^usnit 
Leary  than  ever :  be  had  learned  the  name  of 
the  village  as  well  ax  of  the  <MJunty  in  which 
she  had  formerly  lived,  and  he  residved  to  follow 
her  to  Ireland. 

It  is  needless  to  »ay,  that  hi»  search  for  her 
then-  proved  as  fruitless  as  it  hiid  done  at  Mor- 
dauDt.  Her  neighboum  coidd  give  no  acumnt 
of  her:  they  declared  she  had  gone  away  after 
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what  to  in«ki'  of  all 

,  and  he  rettirited  to  London 

>i§pintc().     He  arrived   there 

iiig.     He  did  not  tell  hh  family 

crossed   lh«    walyr  ;    and  an  Mr. 

^^^  I  dinud  with  tliem,  lie  dctcrminMi  to 

^^^L  fxjilanatiun  with  his  father  until  the 

^^^H  uriiing.     He   tnlkcd  of  passing  (>veitta 

^^^P        [idiflVn-tit  gossip :  and  then  changing  his 

^f  telling  drettN,  he  walketl  to  IxH-d  EslonvilleV 

H       )  he  vas  anxioua  to  account  to  Lady  Agnes 

^K     for  hi>  rnthrr  protracted  absence. 

^V         He  found  her  fitting  vriili  her  mother  and  au 

old  friend  of  Lady  Estonvillc's  who  often  spent 

_        her  evenings  with  lii-r.      The  earl   was  gone 

I       down  to  ibt-  Huiim;  of  Lurdt,  am)  Lady  Carolina- 

had  accompanied  Lady  Mary  Carn'ngroR  to  a 

pajrty  ;    so  that  Charles  had  an  oppurliinity  of 

talking  to  hi»  love  without  being  overheard  or 

interrupted. 

He  revealed  to  her  the  whole  atory  of  hii 
jouniey,  and  of  everything  connected  with  it; 
and  waH  much  plcAsod  when  she  told  him  she 
appfoved  and  admired  the  coura;  Iw  had  uke». 
She  thanked  him  for  confiding  (o  her  his  m-crul, 
which>  she  assured  him.  had  relieved  her  mind 
of  A  great  weight;  as  her  u&ter  Caroline  had 
thrown  out  tuch  alortning  hints  to  her  while 
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w«ys  thuiiglit  liini.  We  never  got  fnrtlicr  thun 
Ml  inlerchange  of  bovs,  and  I  littlo  »us])ectc(L 
that  any  future  alliance  would  unite  hit  family 
and  mine." 

"  t«  SlafToril  like  his  father  in  appearance?" 
**  Not  the  slightest  degree  in  the  world; 
iivdccd,  it  is  impusaible  to  imagine  two  people 
iiion-  perfectly  different.  If  you  want  to  l<now 
whom  your  future  brother-in-law  U  Hket  I  will 
tell  you  his  rcscmblanu-  in  one  word ; — he  is 
the  very  image  of  that  worihle*idi>gO'Donnel, 
who  marrieil  my  cousin.  Though  I  have  never 
mentioned  the  resemblance  to  you  before,  I 
bnvo  observed  il  to  your  mother,  who  sees  it 
ulniott  a»  strungly  a.i  I  do." 

This  la&t  remark  came  like  a  thunderbolt 
upon  poor  Charles,  and  overwhelmed  him  with 
an  unilefincd  conviction  of  the  truth.  He  con- 
cealed his  emotion  however  from  his  father, 
wislivil  him  good  night,  and  went  to  bed,  but 
nut  to  re»l. 

The  a-itoninhment  he  fell  at  the  discovery  he 
tiad  just  made,  could  only  be  equalled  by  hi» 
dismay.  How  Mr.  StnfTord  and  Richard 
O'Donne)  could  imsiibly  be  ideniitii-d  in  one 
and  the  same  person,  was  a  mystery  that  »lill 
appeared  to  him  perfectly  incomprehensible. 
Yet,  that  such  wbk  Ui«  foci,  he  entertained  little 
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abeut  to  drpdve  ber  fatbrr  of  aU  his 
«as.* — Or   oRold    abe  hairv  ortcd  a  naUe 
pHt,  aod  agned   to  many  Mr.  Suffbtti, 
aoeft,  or  at  least  to  nddgate^  the  oiiffiirtUB 
«f  bcr  Aiail;  t    Charica  mu  oot  iocUnrd  lo  I 
Bew  thai  cilbef  of  ibcie  Mippoutiou  vai 
[■lihahlr.    It  wa*  erideot  thai  hia  later 
Imcb  more  or  loo  adaatled  into  bcr  lover's  < 
CdMce;  but  be  did  Doi  imsgioe  tlisl  he  bad] 
tniMed  ber  with  his  deepest  and  OMst  iB)iun-J 
Ml  ttKttU.     He  ooo  uodcratood  why  she  had 
hetnTed  aUrm  when  be  meotioDcd  bis  ioteo- 
t»  of  fiiitiBg  Suau  Loar; :  he  vaa  ponuadtd 
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ithe  had  nhown  Mnry  Barker's  letter  (o  Mr. 
StaBTon),  ami  thnt  (he  Inttcr  liad  prvvailM)  upon 
her  (o  fonceal  it  from  her  fnthtr,  under  pns 
teiine  offpariiig  him  unnecessary  di«(]iiietiidc; 
and  that,  iit  order  to  i>et  Augusta's  mimt  at 
ease,  and  tikewj»e  to  prevent  any  premature 
disclosure,  Raymond  had  been  despatched  into 
th*  country  tn  rcmorc  Susan  from  Mord»unt. 
-'*'  It  must  be  so"  he  thought ;  ** he  has 
mademy  sifter  his  dupe  and  hia  victim, —  I  can 
never  imagine  she  can  be  hi>i  necomplice." 

Colnnel  Mordnunt  »«w  the  imperious  ncceMi'ly 
of  communicating  hh  snnpidons  to  his  father 
without  delay:  but  his  greatest  difllculty  was 
to  device  in  what  manner  he  could  render  the 
shock  least  distressing  to  him.  He  asked  him- 
self, too,  how  he  could  ever  have  fortitude  to 
reveal  to  I^uily  Agnes  the  dreadful  discovery 
that  had  flashed  upon  him,  and  to  announce  to 
her  that  he  must  consequently  relinquish  the 
hope  in  which  all  hi«  vnrthly  happiness  was 
centred  ?  He  was  conscious  that  she  was  tno 
sincerely  attached  tu  him  not  to  share  the 
anguish  this  separation  would  bring  upon  him ; 
and  the  iden  thnt  /ic  nIiouIc]  thus  liecome  the 
occasion  of  rendering  her  unhappy,  drove  him 
almoat  distracted. 

WhenCharlc*  made  bi*  appearance  nt  break- 
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itccidnital  mistake,  or  a  wilful  and  diabolical 
fraud  is  now  in  preparation  oj^ainst  lu.  It  was 
very  unfortuiintc  you  could  not  find  this  mis- 
ehievous  old  wad  woman,  Susan  Lciu-y,  who 
appears  to  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  the 
whole  concern.  But,  since  ^e  has  been  taken 
out  of  the  way,  and  wc  have  no  nicunti  ofdis^ 
covering  what  is  become  of  her,  the  only  course 
we  can  punue  is  to  apply  at  once  to  Stafibrd, 
who  has  at  least  been  iostruincntal  in  causing 
her  diM;ippearance.  As  uiy  future  Moii-in-kw, 
it  will  be  nhowin^  him  a  natural  mark  of  con- 
fidence to  communicate  to  him  the  unplea>iant 
rumours  that  have  reached  me  respecting  Mr, 
O'Donnel.  I  shnll  do  this  in  a  manner  which 
need  not  k-sd  him  to  suppose  I  suspect  him 
fif  having  any  personal  connexion  with  these 
rumours ;  and  the  mode  in  which  he  receives 
my  intelligence  will  enable  me  to  judge  if  I 
am  henceforward  to  consider  him  my  friend  or 
my  enemy." 

Charles  was  much  relieved  by  the  way  in 
which  Mr.  Mordaunl  boro  the  announcement 
be  bod  drvudcd  to  make  lo  him:  he  had  a 
high  opinion  of  his  falher'.t  judgment  and 
Kutuncss,  and  be  fell  his  own  fears  consider- 
ably shaken  by  tlic  arguments  he  had  brought 
forward  to  weaken  or  remove  lliem. 
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WW*  titc  fsthrr  Knd  bod  ullicd  forth  to. 
jIMhtr  to  nil  upua  Mr.  Stafford,  it  was  Mill  u  { 
<M^  thM  the;  tfaougfal  tlwmeelves  pretty  HlK  I 
«f  i*&V  1<^  **  home;  nixl  tlicj'   were  not 
He  rradved   them    most    go- ; 
ii;»  but  h  tavk  ibem  both  that  he  looked 
and  ducooecrtcd  at  thdr  first 


Mr.  MofdMni  Lm  do  tiinr  in  expUining  ibc 

viaU ;  sm)  while  ht  was  speaking, 

Mr.  SuSord's  n>unteDaiK« 

',  aad  brtn;«d  I'xtrcme  dis< : 

For  some  morarnts  after* 

■hwhtJ    and   irrvsolule: 

Ub  be«l  aa  if  he  h^ 

drtmnination,    be  vx- 


puatad  by  iW  candour  of 
b«l  it  has  cone  rather 
•Kw  aad  tbc  fboek  has  ein- 
V«u  will.   1  am 
Ibr  the  awfcwanlikrst  of  1 
I  so*  tmi  KjTKlf  bound  in 

wmj  |gn««  to  mytdt' 

bolud  at  ham 
ivMtacd,  buj 
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'*  Mr.  Mordaunt,  I  koow  tliat  jou  h«vc  re- 
marked my  personal  resemblance  to  Mr. 
Ol)on»el,  for  I  rccotlccl  that  you  formerly 
asked  me  if  I  was  any  relation  of  liig.  I  then 
told  you,  and  as  I  thoug)it  truly,  thiit  I  wss 
not ;  but  last  auluinD  a  very  extraordinary  and 
unpleasant  discovery  was  oiadc  to  me  upon  iliut 
subject.  Vou  are  aware  that  the  latp  Mr. 
Stadbrd,  my  reputed  father,  was  an  IriHhmiin  ; 
and  you  probably  may  have  heard  thai  tht> 
«(at«  in  Ireland  where  he  spent  much  of  hU 
time  adjdined  your  relation's  property.  It 
'would  ill  l>i.-coine  me  to  say  that  Mr.  O'Dutind 
was  reckoned  a  very  handsome  man,  nor  is  it 
necessary  I  should  inforiii  you  that  he  wu* 
celebrated  for  his  gallantries.  As  a  very  near 
neighbour  of  Mr,  Stafford's,  he  was  of  course 
frequently  invited  to  his  house ;  and  during 
these  visits  he  unfortunately  fun  I  rived  to  make 
Jlimself  \on  agreeable  to  my  mother,  who,  like 
ibmy  Indian  ladies,  was  not,  I  fear,  very  correct 
In  her  conduct,  or  very  strict  in  her  morals.  It 
is  most  distressing,  most  humiliating  to  me, 
to  be  obliged  to  disclose  the  frailties  of  my 
parent, — to  find  myself,  in  short,  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  confessing  that  1  have  every  reason 
to  believe  I  am  Mr.  O'Donnel's  son." 

Mr.  Mordaunt  gave  a  violent  start  of  aslo- 


MDKiuinrT. 


■1  f  I  111 


THE   UEia  OP   M0EL1>AUNT.  199 

doubt  be  could  bring  forward  more  than  one 
evidence  to  prove  to  mc  that  the  scandal  he 
bad  hinted,  had  been  no  invcntiun  of  hit  own. 
After  a  severe  struggle  with  niyi^elf,  I  adopted 
the  plan  he  suggcsU-d  ;  and,  during  the  period 
we  passed  in  my  native  country,  he  at  least 
succeeded  in  convincing  me  of  the  leviij  of 
Riy  mother's  behaviour.  He  pTopoAed  that, 
amongst  other  old  friends  of  hia,  we  should 
make  a  visit  to  Susan  Leary,  who,  from  having 
been  nurse  to  Mrs.  O'Donnel's  children,  was 
likely  to  remember  all  the  circumstances  that 
had  preceded  her  late  master's  quarrel  with 
Mr.  StalTord.  We  were  told  that  Suaan  was 
not  always  quite  in  her  sane  mind ;  hut  1  did 
not  tiien  know  how  completely  her  intellect  hod 
become  wari>e<l,  or  1  sliuuld  never  have  intruded 
myself  u]Km  her  notice.  The  moment  nhc  be- 
lield  me,  she  was  so  much  struck  by  my  like- 
ness to  my  fatlirr,  that  she  took  it  into  her  hcatl 
I  must  be  her  dear  child  Richanl  O'Doonel 
come  to  life  again.  Nothing  could  persuade 
her  this  fancy  was  erroneous ;  she  insisted  upon 
it  that  she  was  right,  and  rcproacbod  me  with 
my  unnatural  cruelty  in  desiring  to  deceive  her. 
As  I  found  it  vain  to  reason  with  a  lunatic,  I 
thought  the  best  way  of  silencing  her  was  to 
pretcod  to  give  way  to  her  imaginations.     I 
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with  ic  alim,  when  I  soUcitul  jtou  to  uccfpt  tav 
as  your  son-in-law.  I  regret  unccrvly  tliai  1 
did  Dot  do  tio;  but  I  hope  that  thiti  ajijuirvnt 
diaiigenuity  upon  my  part  has  aul  deprived 
nic  of  your  esteem  and  good  opiniun."  n' 

**  By  DO  Bicani,"  said  Mr.  Monlaunt,  bold- 
ing  out  his  hand  to  Mr.  SlalTord.  "  I  will  not 
indeed  deny  that  1  might  have  been  better 
pleaaed  liad  you  given  uie  auch  u  mark  of  your 
GonGdence;  and  it  would  have  saved  C)kftrt«A 
lite  trouble  of  a  journey  to  Mordaunt,  a  wild- 
goose  chase  to  Ireland,  aud  about  twelve  hours 
of  dreadful  diMjuict  udc."* 

Indeed  Mr.  StatTord's  cxpUnation  had  ap- 
peared perfectly  satisfactory  to  both  the  Mor- 
daunts.  His  cunfcssioii  seemed  to  have  bcvn 
drawn  from  him  m  naturally,  aiid  expreSMtl  m 
candidly,  that  they  never  su9)>ecled  he  could 
stiU  be  deceiving  them  ;  and  since  he  had  en- 
tirely removed  all  ihuir  upprehensinns  nlK>iit 
the  apparition  of  a  claimant  to  the  Mofdaunl 
estate,  they  were  willing  to  overlook  ihe  M>crct 
staiti  in  his  birtli>  which  ul  uuy  other  monieni 
they  might  have  considered  a  more  serious 
stumbling-block. 

As  Mr.  Mordaunt  happened  to  have  an  a)j- 
pointnient,  he  did  not  return  straight  hunu-; 
and  Charles  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of 
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Augusta  grew  very  pale,  but  begged  that 
ber  mother  would  not  ttcniplo,  out  of  tnidrrness 
for  her  feeling?,  lo  communicate  to  her  the  full 
exteot  of  the  danger  that  was  to  h«  appre- 
hended. 

Mrs.  Mordaunt  then  told  her,  *'  that  in  oon- 
•equciice  of  scvcrid  explicit  intiiiitttions  which 
bad  been  given  her  by  Lady  Caroline  Mor- 
timeTi  coupled  with  other  circumstancea  which 
hod  lately  come  under  her  own  observation, 
ftbe  hod  loo  much  reason  to  fe»r  that  Mr.  Mor- 
daunt was  likely  to  be  very  soon  disturbed  in 
tlie  possession  of  Mordaunt.  Should  tliiH  un- 
fortunately prove  lo  be  the  case,"  concluded 
she,  **  I  shall  rejoice  more  than  ever  tluit  you 
St  IcbM,  my  dear  child,  will  have  prcviou»ly 
secured  a  comfortable  and  advantageous  eittn- 
bliahment  for  yourself," 

Augusta  iighed.  "  Lady  Caroline,"  she  said, 
**  has  also  been  obliging  enotigh  to  favour  me 
with  some  of  her  agreeable  hints.  It  is  very 
unpleasant  to  hear  them,  which  is  probably  the 
principal  inducement  she  finds  for  n.-pcating 
Uwm ;  but  I  really  hope  that  neither  she  tior 
■ny  one  else  will  ever  seriously  dispute  papa's 
cLkim  lo  his  cstitte.'^ 

"  That  it  will  be  disputed,"  pursued  Mrs. 
Monlaunt*  "I  have  Iitll«  doubt;  but  with 
what  success,  the  title  the  claimant  can  bring 
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fonrard  nu*t  aluot:  dcUrmior.  I  uo  pcr- 
wMMJed  that  the  horrible  old  woouq,  $umd 
Leuj,  baa  bcvn  oac  of  the  instigators  of  thr 
mtachicf:  aad  1  strongly  suspect  that  your 
brother  k-ft  town  for  no  otl»cr  purpose  than  to 
obtain  ao  iDtvnrtinr  with  Atr.  If  «c  may  judge 
from  appnrancv*,  it  must  have  proved  a  \try 
mnaii»factory  ok  ;  for  I  itevcr  beheld  such 
an  abject  of  wretchedneaa  and  deapair  u  poor 
Charles  touks  this  morning." 

"  He  certainly  do*^"  replied  Augtuta.  "  ] 
tbouki  very  much  like  to  know  where  be  ha* 
been,  and  what  he  has  been  about." 

"  We  shall  soon  IcarD,"  1  inugiae*  con- 
tinued Mrs.  Mordaunt  in  a  raclaaclKdy  lone. 
**  For  ttyadf,  I  care  very  tittle  :  expsrienn 
has  rendered  me  fully  conscious  of  the  disooin- 
forts  of  poverty,  yet  1  could  be  well  rontenied 
to  suboiit  to  them  if  ihoy  were  to  aSecl  mt 
■looe.  It  is  the  anticipation  of  the  rcverae  of 
lortune  whidi  awaits  Mr.  Monlauni  and  iny 
son*  that  adlicls  loc, — it  in  the  iilu  of  the  nwr- 
tificau'ons  they  will  sufier  that  breaks  my 
beartl  I  ha*e  neitlier  ooumge  nor  fortitude 
to  be  able  to  bear  that  prospect  l"  And  as 
sho  concluiled  tliese  wordst  Mrs.  Mordaunt 
burst  into  lean. 
Augusta  bad   never  wen  licr  mother  w«qi 
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Wforc,  for  «})c  was  not  a  person  who  was  often 
ureqxitrered  by  her  footings,  snd  the  speciade 
aiTectccI  Iht  drcply.  She  took  her  hand  very 
aflect  iona  tety , — 

"  And  do  you  seriously  believe,  mammH," 
d>c  asked,  "  that  the  chaiico  of  retaining  Mor. 
daunt  is  so  very  desperate?" 

"I  Kcnreu'ly  know  what  to  think,"  answered 
tin.  Mordaunt,  haotily  bruthing  away  her 
tesn, — '*  I  am  aftaid  that  it  is ;  but  tlic  whole 
business  is  involved  in  mystery.  I  have  nut 
yet  hud  the  heart  to  spenk  about  it  to  your 
father." 

*'  Then,  my  dearest  mamma,"  said  AugUHta 
in  a  firm  voice,  "  let  me  entreat  you  to  be  com. 
forted,  and  to  rely  upon  my  assurance  that  no 
person  will  ever  arlually  make  his  appearance 
for  the  piirfKMc  of  ntlempting  lo  dispiMseas 
papa  or  my  brothers  of  their  inheritance." 
■  Mrs.  Mordaunt  was  miKli  struck  by  her 
daughter's  lone  and  manner ;  at>d  she  fixed  ber 
eyes  upon  her  with  eager  curtoatty,  as  she  ex- 
claimed, '■ 

"  How  is  it  possible  for  ifou  to  give  mc  this 
aminnce,  Augu.ita  r'" 

Hits  Mordaunt  became  considerably  embar- 
raswd.  "  I  lieseech  you,"  she  replied,  "  to 
apare  mc  those  qucstiuns  which  it  grieves  me 
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;  isd  I  beg  you  to  haw 

n  Inisi  ia  m  Ksserdoa  whkh  I 

Ss  ]r«M  for  ail  tbe  worid 

■A  had  gDod  grauBdi  to  fed  com 

1  k^pca  to  know  much 

Avk  ifiBr  tfan  jott  ueawwe  <4t\ 

«  ■  ttaty  to  opUs  U  to  joo." 

PiH«ri  IB  of  tfak  l»d  decwooiaii 

Un.  Mardaant's  imginstioii. 

nrplkitlr,  my  dtui 
I  «iU  also  furbnr) 

MB  ky  BT  COItoBtJf.       But,  oh,  AU- 

Xk  K  jbAmJ  Mf^mr  power  to  sv«rt  the 
to  iHHBlMlfli  ;wir  &•. 
jmr  ovwj 
bdMr  aid  jraur  bnttbet^j 
jatt  to  CO* 

■%  gii|i  J  Car  bnuh.  "  1 
mt^r  Atmii.  Tlem  attivittg  to mp- 
V  flwlii^  HB  asBBB  wiSD  mon  nnn- 
I  fai  W7  aiiiifal  to  wo, 
hn»  jort  gii 
wy  on  pfwiow  an-' 
I  ka»v  4me  iwh    ihil  1  Ihtt 
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only  say  that  you  have  behaved  just  as  I  should 
have  expected  of  you.  Your  conduct  is  beyond 
all  praise ;  and  I  fee)  a  comfortable  p«.-nuasion, 
that  in  nobly  securinj;  the  happiness  of  others 
you  will  be  rewardi-d  by  liiuling  tliat  you  have 
likewise  secured  your  own." 

For  several  moments  Augusta  was  too  much 
overcome  to  make  any  reply ;  but  at  length  she 
tfxcrtcd  herself  to  speak.  -'•* 

"  There  is  one  request,"  she  remarked, 
"  nhich  I  trust  you  will  not  refuse  to  grant. 
Notliing  but  my  extreme  anxiety  to  relieve 
your  apprebcnsioDs  could  have  now  in<luccd 
me  to  talk  to  you  of  aecrett  which  cannot  pro- 
perly be  called  my  own,  and  which  were  ini* 
parted  to  me  in  the  strictest  confidence.  Will 
you  therefore  have  the  kindness  to  promise  me 
that  you  will  never  re)K-jit  our  present  con- 
versation to  any  one  ? — particularly  nut  to  papa 
or  to  nty  brothers  ?" 

*'  Certainly,  if  you  desire  it :  and,  upon  con- 
uderation,  I  think  the  wish  you  have  expressed 
is  vei'y  judicious,  as  well  as  honourable  to  your 
feelings.'^ 

Mrs.  Mordnunt  was  »o  r<-ji>iccd  to  find  that 
the  minfortune  &he  had  dreaded  had  been 
warded  off,  that  she  readily  suppressed  nil 
farlber  inquiries  upoa  the  subject.     Her  an- 
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■bout  her  fMualy  bad  cnabloi 
the  fint  iiHtMncc,  to  dtiGorer  the  exKt 
d  tfe  di^er  «bieb  bad  UmMc^ta 
wd  ber  qmickiiMi  DOW  led  ber  U)  f[iaB 
dtvlTt  Cnn  the  tuou  thai  had  bno 
«a  bj  AujpMU,  vbo  the  myiteriotu 
Uadami  was  and  likrwne  to 
ij  v^  aeua  be  had  been  pi 

htt  '^•"'W 

joaciav  ^  bdkvcd  ihaT 
be  •naj  aoafioriable  and  bip^l 
ibe  bid  cooMBted  to  rotrr  into. 
that  she  tnigbt  dow  firl 
tat  Mr.  Sttffiml :    but 
hyiAKtiaf  that 
dUaokaiwsTs  tan  out  the  best; 
Ibal  Aasuca  bad  rtf  lucd 

the  had  the  leaat  MupidoDi 
of  bet  fitffaer's  rortune,  she  fa 
oarid  BOt  have  aajr  other  attach- 


iW  Ik*  bar  af  XoxiauDl  dccWral  hbnidr. 
aad  oHtlUad  hii  ri{bt  to  hu  malnnat  r*t«t»t 
Nn.  Merdauat  was  awajv  thai  the  hushai^H 
m  «4aa  ^  bad  ior  m  mmj  jcan  beoi  bitb- 
Mfy  iWMtwl  waM  bar*  hxB  rcduoed  to 


ihaa    rtes    thooe  t^| 
•hacb  he  had  bcca  {dacrd  m  hi*  atrlier  dajri :— 
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liy  monificiition,  he 
'kI  nothing  to  cheer  hjin  iindfr 
aifort,  and  nothing  but  difficul- 
'  ^irward  to  in  ihe  Tutiire.  Her  9on 
.  HI  whom  she  felt  so  just  a  pride,  could 
■Mi  no  resource  but  endeavouring  to  rein- 
self  in  an  active  situation  in  the  army ; 
he  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  succ«ed, 
he  must  havt^  ploildcil  on  in  his  pnifesdon  with 
blighted  prospects,  and  ptriiupNabnikcn  heart. 
And  Edward— poor  Edward!  could  have  ex- 
pected no  better  fate  than  exchanging  the  hopes 
of  Mordaunt  Rectory  for  aa  unprofitable  curacy 
elwwhcre. 

All  these  considerations,  added  perchance  to 
a  selfish  dread  of  (he  anguish  it  would  have 
given  her  to  witness  and  to  share  the  sorrowK 
of  those  most  dear  to  her,  led  Mrs.  Mordaunt 
to  rejoice  more  and  more  at  her  daughter's 
generosity,  in  having  purcliSKcd  for  them  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  prosi)erity  upon  which  she 
placed  so  high  a  value;  and  in  Ihe  general 
r^ef  and  satisfaction  this  gave  her,  she  did  nut 
attempt  too  narrowly  to  scucinize  the  exact 
price  she  had  paid  for  it. 

When  her  husband  afterwards  related  to  her 
the  extraonliuary  suspicions  that  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him  by  Charles,  lUid  the  stilt  more 
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"  Mrs.  Stafford  was  not  my  mother,"  replied 
Mr,  StnfFurd  in  n  tone  of  piqui* ;  "  and  surely 
it  is  better  she  should  have  been  innocent  than 
guilty  of  the  charge  I  brought  again&t  her.  If 
I  had  told  your  father  the  truth,  you  may 
easily  gucsH,  I  think,  what  would  have  been  the 
consequence." 

"  Ahis  !  I  may  indeed  I — It  i<i  a  sad  thing 
to  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  plan  of  con- 
cealment, since  it  entails  upon  us  such  an  end- 
less train  of  anxiety  and  deceit." 

Augusta  had  at  thii<  juncture  begun  almost 
to  doubt  if  the  line  of  conduct  she  had  purtucd 
bad,  after  all,  been  a  justifiable  one;  but  the 
sort  of  half  cronfidi-ncc  she  had  reposed  in  her 
mother  proved  a  source  of  great  comfort  and 
Buppurt  to  lier  mind.  Mrs.  Mordnunt*  appro* 
bation  saiialied  her  that  the  step  she  had  taken 
waa  praiseworthy  and  unobjectionable,  and 
thus  removed  the  most  painful  part  of  her 
inquiotudo. 

When  Colonel  Mordaunt  enleml  the  draw- 
ing-room before  dinner,  it  afforded  his  sister 
great  pleasure  to  rem»rk  the  happy  alteration 
that  had  taken  place  in  hi«  whole  appearance 
since  breakfast. 

In  tlte  evening  he  seated  himself  be»ide  her 
with  bis  former  affectionate  cordiality,  and  told 
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Id  ghr  hfr  «  il«cri|idM 
a  qoet  of  «  ccnain  fugiim 
t  ■at  le  be  toamd  ta  ow  pbtr 
:  to  be  gone  lo  anotlwr. 
■ac  **  br  mfnid.-  be  wldMl,  " 
mm  bv  cfeutHag  ny  aUmu:  ■*  t 
UmI  be  DMlr 
of  hu  birtb 
'Co  nvTT  bin.'* 
L*  Rffild  Ai^ixtfa— **  and  « 
it  Mi  1  da  not  tikeioc 
L    TmW*  caMMnd  *be  aore  gsilft 
bvnika  «^a(liBal  ia  ua  to  fed  le» 
bat  beouw  wr  have  dls- 


Mad  Cbvln  pewcwdnJ  Id  dacfibe  taa  via 
M«T  Bteirr.  mi  Ut  >Mney  to 
•n  borror  sad 
I*  fad  bdiertd  tlw  Mr.  S» 

M«riir.o'iioai»r.. 

- 1  afl  an  to  v«i,  Aof^DBta,"  he  swd,  "  tl 
ar  «r  taioe  a  wn  affmy  1  half  9Uf|Krti 

a  aia  aMO  vw  aaaf  la  StaaovSt  apoa  ' 
aa  taac  be  aaaid  natfaBoe  us  n^bt  to  i 

of  MordaaDL     The  \try  idea  was 


THE    HEIR    OF   MOKDAUKT.  HIS 

dreadful !  And  you  know  mc  well  cnoiii;))  to 
he  nworo,  that  if  I  had  sew  reowui.  to  think  H 
well-founded,  do  rarllily  coiiMdvration  should 
ever  have  induced  me  to  allow — to  conscDit  to 
such  a  gPDcrous  sacrifice." 

Augusta  could  not  hflp  liecomiiig  v«ry  r«d  ; 
yet  n  violent  effort  ciiiibled  lier  to  mftintain  tier 
composure  of  manner,  and  Charles  did  not 
perceive  how  deeply  his  raodom-^hot  had  taken 
effect. 

"  As  confcfidonB  seem  to  be  quite  the  fashion 
to-dayi"  »hc  observed  with  u  forcwl  smile,  "  1 
feel  very  much  tempted  to  make  you  one  my- 
wlf."  She  paused.  "Doyouremeniher,Charle8, 
a  conversation  we  once  had  upon  the  subject  of 
your  friend  Lord  Dclmorc  ?'^ 
„."  Most  perfectly,"  answered  Imr  brother. 

"  1  then  (old  j'ou  that,  from  circumstances 
in  his  conduct,  I  had  been  led  to  form  a  very 
unfavournblc  opinion  of  his  charactvr." 

"  I  recollect  your  saying  **  ^'*^y  wl'-" 
"  I  am  now  anxious  to  acknowledge,"  con- 
tinued Augusta  in  a  steady  voice,  "  that  J  did 
Lord  Dclmorc  great,  though  unintentional  in> 
justice.  1  have  sunce  discovered  that  the  un- 
worthy action  of  whicli  I  then  believed  he  hod 
been  guilty — that  the  de«l  which  would  have 
reflected  deep  dixlionour  upon  any  one,  never 
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"  Dili  SuSurd  iitdetcl  justify  his  former  rival 
in  your  eyes  l""  exclaimed  Charles  viih  great 
flur|>rise.  "  It  was  noble,  it  wa«  geoerous  con- 
duct upon  his  part,  and  it  raiMs  his  own  cha- 
racter very  much  in  my  estimatiou.  All  that 
I  have  seen  of  my  future  brother-in-law  to-day, 
induces  me  to  think  nntcli  more  highly  of  him 
tliai)  I  ever  did  hefort-,  untl  to  hope  lliat  you 
will  prove  as  happy  as  I  wish  you  in  the  choice 
tiiat  you  have  made.  You  must  excuse  me, 
dvarL^t  Augusta,  if  I  add  that  there  is  only 
one  thing  which  I  cannot  quite  pardon  Slaflord, 
— and  that  is  his  having  jiersuoded  you  to  like 
him  better  than  poor  Lionel." 
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j^sta,  and  to  iMurc  her  be  should  wv  her  the 
instant  he  returned  t»  towo. 

Mr.  Mordaunt  read  Mr.  Slafionl's  note  to 
himself,  and  then  aloud  to  the  family  party, 
without  making  any  comment  upon  its  contents. 
Charles  KhrtiggMJ  his  shoulders,  und  watched 
his  sister'a  cuunlenanee.  Her  njrjtiiuou  wiu 
greater  than  the  occa^on  seenied  ciuite  to  call 
for;  and  he  observed  that  durinfr  the  whole 
evening  both  »lie  and  his  mother  were  unable 
to  conceal  their  uneasiness. 

Lady  Agnes  perceived  that  something  was 
not  right,  but  she  could  not  make  out  what  it 
was;  and  as  Charles  and  AugtiKta  were  evi- 
dently  not  disposed  to  be  communicative,  she 
forhore  to  distress  them  by  any  curious  in- 
quiries. 8hc  had  sircady  been  informed  that 
Ijody  Kstonville's  carriage  urns  come  to  lake 
her  home  ;  when  a  MTvant  brought  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Munlaunt,  which  be  told  him  bad  been 
just  left  by  a  gentleman  who  had  not  given  his 
name  or  his  address. 

"  Then  of  course  it  does  not  require  an  im- 
OKdiaie  answer,''  remarked  Mr.  Mordauiil  lo 
hiniM-ir  a»  he  broke  the  seal.  The  letter  teemed 
to  be  short,  yet  he  looked  as  if  it  pcrplexetl  and 
aoivoycd  him. 

"  1  cannot  understand  this,**  he  muttered  in 
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But  ftlthough  Lady  Afpiei  (bus  trietl  to  (|uiet 
Augusta's  ttpprehcoftions,  she  did  not  feel  olio- 
getbrr  comfurtnbic  licrwlf.  Charles  remarked 
this,  and  as  ho  led  her  down  stairs  to  the  car- 
Hagc,  he  whispered, — 

"  My  father's  letter  was  from  a  man  wlio  is 
now  unknown  to  him  even  by  name ;  but  vrith 
wkom  he  will  soom  become  personally  acciuaint- 
cd,  as  he  writes  to  announce  his  intention  of 
calling  upon  him  at  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning  to  make  him  nn  important  conimuni' 
nttun.  /suspect  it  will  relate  to  the  story  I 
told  you  about  Stafford ;  and  if  so,  it  iDfty 
prove  nn  annoyance,  hut  cannot,  I  think,  be  at- 
tended with  any  seriously  unpleasant  conse- 
quences. You  shall  hear  the  result  of  hia  visit 
in  the  course  of  the  day ;  and  in  the  mean 
vhile  you  possecs  as  much  information  as  I 
do.  I  thoiild  have  said  all  this  to  you  before. 
Imt  I  yttu.  afraid  of  alarming  poor  Atigusta, 
«ho  looks  miserable  enough  already." 

The  stranger  kept  his  appointment  very  punc- 
tually. He  was  a  grave,  sttff-looking  man, 
"^paat  the  middle  age ;  and  his  complexion 
bore  testimony  to  his  having  siient  the  carliei 
part  of  hi»  life  in  India.  He  was  announcci! 
as  Mr.  Hn|)e,  and  h«  spoke  with  a  slightly 
Scotch  accent. 
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hiiniielf  Mr.  StafTurd  wns  my  wife's  nephew, 
and  as  I  was  told  \w  was  wi^upxl  to  be  married 
to  Miss  Mordaunt,  I  imagined  Nome  weeks  ago 
there  was  very  little  probability  tlml  my  chiU 
drcn  would  ever  inherit  more  than  their  mother')! 
original  share  of  Mr.  Oram's  fortune ;  but  a 
most  cxtrniirdiiiary  discovery  bas  recently  sbowii 
me  that  Ihey  are  legally  entitled  to  potneiw  the 
whole  of  it." 

'*  I  do  not  underiitand,  sir,"  rqilied  Mr.  Mor- 
daunt haughtily,  "  how  you  can  posHbly  prove 
that  to  be  the  cose.     Mr.  Slafford  will  not,  I 
.        fancy,  *ery  rciMiily  admit  the  validity  of  so 
^k   preposterous  a  cluim." 

^  "  I  expect  that  he  will  dispute  it  to  the  utmost 
^^  of  his  power,"  rejoined  Mr.  Hope  coolly  :  "but 
^M  I  have  n  witness  whom  he  little  iiu»|H-cts  that  I 
^^■^n  bring  forward  against  him,  and  whose  evi< 
^^  dence  will  incontestibly  cslsblish  that  he  has 
I  no  right  to  bear  the  name  be  has  assumed,  or 
I  to  enjoy  Mrs.  Staffonl'n  fortune; — who  will,  In 
I  short,  declare  and  prove  liiin  to  be  the  son  of 
L   Mr.  O'Donnel." 

^f '     Mr.  Mordaunt  was  not  surpriiied,  but  he  was 
rather  disconcerted,  by  so  direct  a  statement. 

'*  1  beg  you  to  observe,  nir,"  he  said,  "  ihnt 

I  acquiesce  in  nothing  you  have  advanced ;  but 

■  for  the  Biilte  of  argument,  if  I  were  to  allow  the 
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"She  will  ()o  so,  sir,"  repliod  Mr.  Hope: 
**  indeed,  llie  course  you  are  bo  obliging  as  to 
Rcototnend,  is  exactly  the  one  I  should  bare 
ndvised  her  to  pursue,  had  I  known  aa  much  as 
1  do  at  prrsrnt.  But  before  I  came  here  this 
morning,  it  occurred  to  mc  thalt  when  your 
future  son-in-luw  found  him»eif  deprived  of 
MrA.  Stalford's  wealth,  he  would  in  all  proba* 
bility  endeavour  to  wrest  his  natural  inheritance 
tima  you^  and  I  therefore  wished  to  give  you 
timely  warning  of  your  danger." 

"  1  do  not  pretend  to  conjecture,  sir,"  re. 
aUkrkvd  Mr.  Mordaunt  conlemptiioualy,^  upoa 
what  ground  you  uSt-et  to  nuppuse  your  fnmily 
arc  entitled  to  obtain  from  my  future  relation 
the  properly  that  descended  to  him  from  Mrs. 
Stafford  ;  I  have  consequently  nothing  to  aaj 
to  you  upon  (bat  point.  But  bow  Mr.  8lnf- 
ford  can,  in  any  event,  have  the  Iciut  right  lo 
disturb  me  in  llic  enjoyment  of  my  estate,  I 
confess  I  cannot  possibly  imagine." 

"  As  Mr.  Stafford,  he  certainly  could  not; 
but  as  Mr.  0'I>onnel,  you  will,  I  presume, 
allow  that  the  ca«c  would  be  very  different.'^ 

Mr.  Mordaunt  wan  staggtircd  ;  and  he  abated 
much  of  hi»  former  haughtiness  of  manner,  aa 
he  rentarkcd, 

"  There  must,  I  think,  be  some  misunder- 
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*'  Of  course,  Mr.    Rope,  I  am   anxious  to 
eiuluiTour   to  pcrsuulc  myself  that  you  may 

I  have  b«ea  iniMaken;  but  1  must  contesa  that 
your  story  bears  a  fearful  slafnji  of  truth.  If 
1  unfortunately  find  hereafter  that  you  have 
•catcd  the  affair  accurately,  I  have  been  basely 
deeeiviM  by  Mr.  Suffbrcl.  1  give  yoii  my 
word  of  honour  that  I  had  no  idea  of  hi»  bein^ 
Urs.  O'l)onoel'»  SOD :  aod  ahould  you  be  able 
H  lo  convince  me  that  he  is  so,  I  trust  you 
will  pardon  the  ungraviotix  manniT  in  whkli 
I  have  received  what  I  should  then  con- 
sider a  very   kind  comntunication  upon   your 

"  Your  present  behaviour,  sir,"  replied  Mr. 

tHope,  *'  assures  mc  tluti  you  had  been  (ak  1 
originally  supposed)  ki'pt  in  ignorance  of  the 
iHcrrt  of  your  cousin's  exi»teiicc :  I  therefore 
know  how  to  make  allowance  for  the  natural 
irritation  which  any  person  under  your  circum- 
stances might  be  expected  tu  ex|)erience.  I 
feel  for  you  sincerely  ;  and  I  will,  if  you  please, 
^m  gi*^  yo"  ^"  1^^  information  I  possess  about 
I  Mr.  O'Donnel." 

**  He  then  proceeded  to  describe  those  parti* 
Culars  of  (lie  exchange  of  the  ehildreii  ivhich 
have  been  already  narrated  ;  and  when  he  look 
his  departure,  he  leU.  a  conviction  upon  Mr. 
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IrnnMct,  and  u)>on  these  occasions  he  generally 
travelled  in  the  mail.  His  joumfry  in  tlut  way 
tins  year  jm>ved  very  eventful  to  him,  at  it 
bmught  hicninto  contact  with  our  old  acquaint- 
ance SuMin  Lcary. 

When  Drst  Susan  was  e«tablishcd  at  Blo«- 
JBindde,  she  found  herself  very  comfortable, 
and  whk  well  tatitifictl  with  licr  silunlion.  But 
after  Lady  Caroline  Mortimer  had  circulated 
reports  about  a  myMerious  claimant  to  the 
Mordaunt  estate,  and  Charles  Mordnunt  had 
Iravclicd  over  England  and  Ireland  (o  en- 
deavour to  trace  their  origin,  Mr.  SlatTord 
thought  it  would  be  no  longer  safe  to  pernitt 
Mrs.  Leary  to  receive  visils  from  strangers. 
He  despatched  Rayntond  a  second  tim«  iolo 
the  cx>untr)',  and,  under  pretence  of  having 
learned  that  Susan^s  intellect  wbk  much  more 
seriously  affected  ilian  he  had  formerly  be- 
liwcd,  he  directed  him  to  give  strict  orders  lo 
tlic  people  with  whom  she  livnd,  to  keep  ber 
alwayK  in  titeir  tiglit,  am)  upon  no  account  to 
allow  her  to  enter  into  conversation  with  any- 
IxKly  who  was  not  well  known  to  tlicin. 

The  old  woman  soon  perceived  that  she  was 
waic)»ed;  and  tliiK  *»rt  of  RurveillniKC  Itccnme 
extremely  disagreeable  to  her,  and  b^an  really 
to  prey  upon  her  mind.     She  felt  excessively 
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cural  hcT  pifice,  lie  Bfiked  lier  no  farther  ques- 
tions ;  nnd  thv  was  speedily  taken  up  and  con- 
Tey«(l  l<iwar<U  IxnmJod. 

Thtre  wn*  only  one  other  insidv  pa««cngcr,  a 
f^tleman  i  and  this  gentleman  liappenul  to  1>e 
Mr.  Hope.  He  seemed  aUcep,— al  least  he  took 
no  notice  of  his  companion  ;  but  when  the  day 
dawned,  he  pcrcnved  that  xhe  was  a  pcrnon  of 
extraordinary  and  very  uiipn-|x>iiscssin(r  np- 
pearanoe.  He  was  wondering  who  xhi-  could 
possihiy  be,  when  she  Martled  him  conaider- 
abiy  by  suddenly  asking  him  if  he  ixxdd  tell 
Iter  whcrt  the  young  gi-ntk-man  livetl  in  Lon- 
don who  was  called  Mr.  StafTord. 

"  I  know  at  pn-sent  of  only  one  gcntlrmnn  of 
that  name,''  lie  replied ;  *'  and  I  believe  that 
he  reside*  in  Orosvenor-slreet.  He  ik  probably 
^  the  same  periion  you  mean  ;  for,  if  I  »m  not 
mistaken,  he  has  a  pUce  very  near  the  spot 
wlicrc  wo  look  you  up  lost  nighu" 
|..  •<  You  arc  right,"  observed  Susan  drily: 
'  h«  has  a  country-house  thereabouts,  called 
Blossom  dale." 

"  And  you  are  a  tenant  of  his,  I  presume  f 
■  "  I  do  not  belong  to  that  country ;  but  I 
hare  lived  lately  in  one  of  hi»  coliagrn,  and  I 
am  now  gi>ing  to  London  on  purfiose  to  see  my 
young  master. " 
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He  a<kcd  her  various  questions  about  him  ; 
and  as  he  was  a  shn-wd,  intclligtiit  man,  Ite 
■ooo  conjtfcturvd  from  her  hints,  that  she  was 
in  p(y<svs5it>n  of  some  extraordinnry  secret  con- 
nected with  his  history. 

By  pretending  to  know  more  than  he  really 
did)  and  by  affecting  to  feel  the  greatest  in- 
terest fur  all  the  O'Uonnels,  he  contrived  at 
lenglh  lo  persuade  Susao  to  impart  to  him  every 
circumstance  relating  to  her  '  dear  youtig 
masler'  with  which  she  was  acquainted. 

Flighty  Its  till-  old  woman  was,  lie  saw  that 
she  was  Haueenuiigh  to  give  evidence  in  a  court 
of  lair ;  and  he  knew  that  her  testimony  alon« 
could  enable  him  to  prove  Mr.  O'Uoonel's 
identity. 

Hefore  ihey  arrived  in  London,  therefore,  he 
told  her,  **  it  was  the  most  fortunate  thing  in 
the  world  that  she  had  met  tihn,  Mnce  nobody 
else  would  have  had  iialf  so  much  pleasure  in 
assisting  her  to  establish  Mr.  O'Donncl'*  claim 
to  his  mother's  inheritance; — that  he  suspected 
Raymond  disliked  him  to  declare  who  he  was, 
because  he  could  nut  do  so  without  exjKising 
tlit  villany ; — that  if  she  attempted  to  see  her 
master,  or  even  to  write  to  him,  Raymond 
would  find  it  out,  and  would  carry  her  olT  to 
•  stricter  and  more  remote  slate  of  thraldom 
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afraid  ihftt  any  )>erM<»  >houl<l  tee  li«r  or  dia- 
oover  who  slic  was. 

Mrs.  Leary's  flight  friHn  Hlo&somdole  was 
itninrdixtdy  announced  to  Mr.  StaSurd  by  the 
puoplc  to  whose  care  Ue  hu<I  vonfidGd  her,  and 
it  annoyed  him  a  good  d«iil.  He  mode  out 
tbat  aJie  had  travelled  to  Londun  by  the  mail, 
and  that  iihe  had  left  the  inn  where  it  landed 
its  passengers,  in  a  hackney-coach,  with  oa 
^erly  gentleman,  who  hod  been  her  companion 
upon  the  road  ;  but  there  all  trace  of  h<.-r  wiu 
loKt,  and  he  criiild  m'ver  B^ccrtaiii  what  liad  be- 
come of  her  afterwards. 

As  Mr.  Hope  was  anxious  to  obtain  other 
witncsecss  to  corroborate  the  truth  of  Susan 
Lcary'ti  Ktatemcnt,  he  went  over  to  Ireland, 
aod  by  her  direction  conversed  with  vaiious 
old  people,  who  confirmed  and  cKieiduted  dif* 
fcrcnt  points  of  her  narrative  in  a  very  satis- 
factory manner.  He  al»o  »aw  the  servant  who 
Iiad  askisted  Raymond  a  few  months  before  in 
dUinCerring  the  little  tStaflurds  remains;  and 
thia  man  drew  up  for  him  in  writing  a  minute 
account  of  that  circumstance,  and  of  the  ii^ 
juDCtions  to  secrecy  which  he  had  received  from 
the  two  Mrangvn. 

These  inveatigations  only  occupiuU  a  short 
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lip  Mortimer,  although  even  the  deky  of  bis 
wedding  would  prove  fatal  to  them  as  well  u 
to  himself.  He  considered  alio,  that  if  he  were 
really  to  be  deprived  nf  the  fortune  of  hit 
iidopled  parent,  it  would  be  no  longiT  in  his 
power  tu  fulfil  the  compact  he  had  entered 
into  with  Miss  Mordaunt ;  and  consequently 
that  be  could  Karrely  expect  her  to  abide  by 
it,  particularly  as  he  was  painfully  aware 
that  ber  inclination  would  not  prompt  her  to 
do  so. 

At  length  be  arrived  at  the  concUifion,  that 
the  only  course  he  could  pursue  was  strenu- 
ously (o  endeavour  to  prevent  Mr.  Hope  from 
establiihing  the  fact  of  hh  ne]ihew*s  death.  If 
be  could  make  Philip  Mortimer  believe  that 
the  whole  fitory  wa«  likely  to  prove  a  malicioui 
fabricftticMt,  ht-  fancied  he  itiigbl  prevail  upon 
liim  to  extend  the  term  of  their  original  agree- 
ment for  ax  months  or  snothcr  year,  should  it 
become  necosiary;  and  thus  one  difRculty  would 
be  set  at  reitt. 

Mr.  Staftbrd  suspected  it  must  have  been 
Susan  Ijcary  who  bad  betrayed  bis  exchange  to 
Mr.  Hope ;  and  he  was  convinced  that,  if  he 
could  get  bold  of  the  old  woman  again,  her 
^lAction  fur  himself  was  so  ntrung  that  he  could 
easily  induce   ber  to   contradict   anything  she 
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children  round 
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.tnduct  t\w  bclicvod  it  would  he  /irr 

I   adopt    whenever   the    hour    of  trial 


dy  poor  child  !"  said  Mr.  Mordaunt,  at 
lUl  particularly  addrcs&ing  himself  to  his 
ughter,  *'  you  have  not  yet  told  us  your 
jiiition  of  StafTiird's  liehaviotir.  If  yuw  can 
lorgivc  him  for  having  decc-ivwl  yuu,  /  »litdl 
iwt  easily  be  able  to  follow  your  example.  I 
tru»t  you  do  not  very  much  care  for  him; 
and  in  that  case,  you  may  find  reason  to 
rejoice  that  you  are  not  already  united  to 
him  for  life.  \VeiT  I  to  suppom:  you  rtally 
attached  to  him,  I  ftlmuld  iiulc-ed  pity  you  moat 
heartily." 


mn. 
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bare  ascertained 

rn  out." 

was  apenkiiig,  Charlee 

luster,  as  if  lie  did  not 

ttiink  of  her. 

r[>ri«iiig!    very   cxlraordi- 

red ;    "  but    young    lndi«a' 

limes   unaccountable."     Then 

luther,  be  remarked  aloud,  "  I 

y  to  Grosvcnor<square  and  im- 

.(^rse   of  fortune  with  which    we 

ted  (o  AgneB  and  to  Lord  K«toii- 


urdsunt  started  at  this  proposal,  aiul 
■sing  pang  of  shame  and  distress  thrilled 
;h  his  whole  frame. 
,t  Mirely  i«  not  necessary,"  he  argued,  "to 
•uivce  it  to  thetn  quite  *o  soon." 
'  AlaN  r  aimwi-rcd  ChiirW,  '*  I  fuel  that  it 
uuld   be  both  diiJionourabie  and  unkind  to 
ea)  from  them  for  an  instant  a  draum- 
Btance  of  such  deep  importance.     Be^ideii,  Mr. 
O'Donnei's  existence  will  Kpcedily  be  published 
to  all  llic  world ;  and  how  could   I  forgive  n>y- 
[  adf,  if  a  rumour  of  it  were  to  reach  them  from 
any  other  quarter  l>efore  it  had  been  properly 
oommunicated  to  them  by  me !" 

"  1   believe  you  arc  right,  tny  deur  boyt" 


4 
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iianiily  of  their  wenliti.  Upon  the  wbolr,  there- 
lore,  rIw  rvjoiccd  rather  thau  f^rievwl  at  an 
ittaircitiement  which  liad  brought  the  truth  to 
light. 

She  had  lung  taught  hcrsdf  to  forget,  or  at 
leatil  totally  to  diaregard.  Iter  own  [K-rsonal  feel- 
ings and  wishei;  aitd  her  mind  was  naw  com- 
pletely abM)rbed  by  her  anxiety  to  secure  a« 
-many  advantages  as  possible  to  her  parents  and 
ito  her  brulhcrB  from  the  wreck  of  their  present 
pro))erty. 

She  had  learned  a  lesson  from  Mr.  StafFord 
which  she  meditated  putting  into  practice.  Sh« 
kitew  that  thdr  mii tual engagement  wssdissolvetl 
by  his  inability  to  perform  his  part  of  it ;  she 
Jiftd  no  doubt  he  would  be  dvdroua  to  enter 
linto  a  new  one;  and  she  reaolved  to  obtain 
him  such  conditions  as  she  thought  the 
a  right  to  demand,  and  she  fancied  h< 
could  not  in  equity  dare  refuse  to  grant  her. 
In  abort,  she  determined  to  save  him  from 
absolute  ruin,  by  consenting  to  marry  him 
within  the  yvar  tpccifivd  in  his  agreement  with 
Philip  Mortimer;  but  to  stipulate  that  be 
■bould  solemnly  bind  himself  in  return  to  settle 
a  haii(I»on)v  pro\i.-'iun  u{K>n  her  father  out  of 
t)K  Murdaunt  estate,  and  to  in&iM  to  him  upon 
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"  I  thought  you  would  come,  Charles,"  said 
Lady  Agnes  ati  she  rose  to  wekoiue  him ;  "  and 
I  told  mamma  I  wished  to  stay  at  home  to 
receive  you." 

"  Thank  you,  dear  Aj^nesi"  he  replied :  "  I 
am  come,  but  you  will  find  me  a  very  sorry 
TiHitor.  I  hope  that  what  passed  last  night 
has  it)  some  degree  prepared  you  to  expect  tliat 
I  am  fated  to  be  the  bcjarer  uf  evil  and  dis- 
astrous tidings.'"  And  he  immediately  related 
to  her  very  minutely  all  the  particulars  of  Mr. 
Staflbrfl's  history. 

Lmly  Agnes  piiid  the  deepest  attention  to  hi.i 
narration:  the  turned  unusually  pale,  and  lh« 
traces  nf  violent  agitation  were  occasionally 
{wrceptible  in  her  countenance ;  but  she  did  not 
interrupt  bim  by  a  single  remark  :  when  she 
bad  heard  all  that  he  had  to  tell  her,  shi- 
mwt'ly  ubserved, — 

"  This  is  indeed  a  most  unexpected  and 
grievous  discovery ;  but  you  haw  at  least  the 
comfort  of  reflecting  that  no  bliime  attaches  to 
you,  or  to  ony  of  your  family." 

Charles  felt  rather  hurt  by  the  calmness  with 
which  she  had  spoken. 

"  No,"  replied  he  proudly,  "  our  integrity 
aiid  our  honour  will,  I  trusty  always  rcmiin 
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when  I  oonsJdered  you  the  heir  of  Mor- 
int  ?     It  was  not  your  fatlier'e  brood  lands, 
;  your  own  personal  merit,  that  engaged  my 
etioos.     It  was  formerly  j^oKr  intention  to 
endowed  me  with  your  wealth,  and  I  now 
ctare  to  you  that  it  is  my  firm  determination 
I  share  wifh  you  ymir  povi-rly," 
*'  This  is  too  much  !"  cried  he,  as  he  seized 
lier  hand  and  pressed  it  fervently  to  bia  Ups. 
!•*  To  the  latest  hour  of  my  existence  I  shall 
iKtafn  the  liveliest  —  the  most  grateful  recuUee- 
I  of  your  nohle  aud  generous  conduct;  but, 
irest  Agnes,  I  cannot  consent  to  your  doing 
what  you  so  kindly,  so  magnanimouBly  propose. 
It  canntit — must  not  be  l    Believe  me,  I  love 
^ou  far  too  well  to  iiUow  you  to  involve  your- 
self in  di»coinfari  and  distrees  for  my  sake." 
K      "I  am  afraid  you  consider  me  a  very  ex- 
^nnvagaiU  person,"  replied  Lady  Agnes,  "  since 
H-you  imagine  it  impossible  that  I  can  live  happily 
B'upon  a  small  fortune.    You  have  forgotten  tliat 
^  I  have  no  ambitious  ideas,  no  expensive  habits ; 
tliat  I  do  not  care  for  London,  or  London  so- 
^kdrty ;  and,  in  kborl,  that  most  of  the  advnntngcs 
of  wealth  woulil  tie  quite  thrown  away  upon  me. 
Vou  are  avare,  too,  that  tJaroline  renders  my 
prcscnl  silualion  at  home  in  many  respects  any< 
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I  upon  my  port  to  repeat  to  him  the  substance 
of  wlial  I  have  ju»t  communicated  to  you." 

P"  You  ought  certainly  to  do  this,  and  I  think 
j<ya  will  now  find  him  al  home;  he  came  up 
,  here  to  fetch  ttome  papers  a  few  moments  before 
I      you  arrived." 

I  *'  I  will  go  to  his  room  immodintely.     I  fear 

he  it  engagnl ;  but  my  cxplmiation  will  not  in> 
terrupt  him  long,  for  I  am  convinced  he  will 
look  upon  my  ciue  just  in  the  sam«  point  of 
view  that  I  du  myself." 

"  I  am  not  sure  that  he  will,"  replied  Lady 
Agnes.  "  My  father  has  a  sdncere  regard  for 
you,  and  he  has  always  treoted  me  with  the 
ino«l  afrectionnte  kir)dness.  For  your  own  sake, 
as  well  as  for  mine,  I  believe  he  would  make 
greater  exertions  to  assist  you  than  be  would 
be  inclined  to  do  1o  assist  almost  anybody 
else." 
CIutIcs  shook  his  licad. 
V  I  am  gratefully  wnsiblc,"  he  said,  "  of 
Lord  Estonville's  uniform  kindness  to  me,  and 
I  am  convinced  that  he  would  still  be  willing  to 
give  mc  any  reasonable  proof  of  his  esteem  ;  but 
h«  naturally  must  feel  a  prudent  concern  for 
thi'  worldly  interest  of  his  children,  and  his 
very  affection  for  you  will  of  course  ]Joint  out 
to  him  the  impoitsibility  of  consenting  to  allow 
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1 1   I  fear  tliut  it  must  be  to  take  leave  of 

for  ever." 
He  burried  out  of  the  room,  for  he  dantl 
trust  himself  to  h«ar  a  svUablc  ninrr,  or 
to  look  at  Lady  Agnes,  leiit  her  (liktr«»» 
[should  ovrrcofiic  him. 

A  gentle  lap  ttt  ihe  door  of  Ix»rd  Eslonvillp's 

obtained  Culonel  Mord^uiK  wliiiittitncc 

to  n  private  audience  with  the  earl.     Tlie  Utt«r 

flooltcd  rather  surprised  at  his  appearance  there, 

yet  he  received  him  with  the  wnrmeM  cordiality, 

and  prcgiart-d  to  give  (lie  mo»t  fluttering  atlm- 

ktion  to  whatever  his  future  wn-in-law  might 

hluive  to  say  to  him. 

Poor  Charles's  disclosure  was  soon  and  simply 
jinade,  an<l  he  perceived  that  Lord  Kstotiville 
libeard  it  with  deep  and  ri-al  cuncerii. 

*'  This  is  one  of  the  moat  distresMog  as  well 

%»   the  most    astonishing  stories  imaginable  !" 

I  be  observed;   "  and  your  father's  is  indeed  a 

I  of  very  peculiar  hardxhip.    I  pity  and  feci 

Elbr  you   all,  my  dear  Colonel   Mordnunt,  far 

^more  than  1  am  able  to  express  lo  you." 

Charles  thanked  him  for  his  kind  sympathy, 

and  liten  added  in  a  more  unsteiidy  voice,  "  that 

aioce   his   future   prospects  had   now   become 

Lao  very  ditfcrenl  from  what  tliey  had  former- 

lly  promised  to   be,  he   felt  himself  painfully 
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your  esteem,  which,  believe  me, 
vHlued  very  highly.     I  am  not 
Lirtunale  person  in  the  world,  and 
icAvour  to  submit  with  patience  (o 
•*■  fate." 
!    Kstoiiville  rcilonted  his  Assurnnces 
<)i  interest  in  Mr.  Monlaunt's  concerns; 
I  to  be  constantly  informed  of  the  progress 
Fr.  Hope's  proceedings;  and  dismissed  his 
happy  visitor  with  professions  of  unalterable 
fftcndahip  and  regard. 

Charles  had  expected  that  Lord  Esloovillc 
would  no  longer  deem  it  practicHt>l«  that  he 
i«l)OMld  become  the  husbnud  of  Lady  AgneH ; 
but  he  felt  hurt  and  mortified  by  the  ease  with 
which  he  bad  permitled  him  to  rclinijuith  hi« 
mgagement,  and  the  little  real  conslderuiion  he 
had  shown  fur  his  disappointment.  In  bittei^ 
nesi  of  spirit  he  was  hurrying  across  the  hull 
to  leave  the  house,  when  he  heard  his  name 
pronounced  by  some  one  upon  the  landing- 
place  above  him  :  he  looked  up,  and  saw  Lady 
Agnes  leaning  over  the  balustrade,  where  she 
had  evidently  been  watching  for  him. 

"  Will  you  come  here  for  n  moment  ?"  the 
Mid,  us  Moun  as  .ihe  caught  his  eye.     "  1  ju«t 
want  to  N|>eak  to  you  before  you  go  away." 
The  summons  was  irresifitible.     Charles  im- 
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IJttrcfis  yourself  upon  my  account. 
,  nothing  would  make  roe  so  miserable — eo 
fcctly  wretched,  aa  to  think  that  I  had 
Icrctl  ifou  unhappy.  I  nieutioned  to  Lord 
Satonville  my  intention  of  diacuntinuing  to 
here  at  present,  and  lie  entirely  approved 
Jot  it.  1  must  now  leave  you,  for  I  have  al- 
ready  lingered  longer  than  1  ought  to  have 
done.  Farewell  1  and  may  Heaven  bless  and 
comfort  you  T 

Colonei  Mor<I»iint  *aw  nothing — observed 
nobody,  as  he  walk»l,  or  ruth«r  ran,  from 
Lord  Kstonville's  abode.  He  did  not  proceed 
directly  home,  but  crossed  the  Fark,  and,  with- 
out knowing  exactly  where  he  was  going, 
plunged  into  thf  most  retiretl  part  of  Ken- 
ungton  Gardens,  where  he  wandered  al>uut 
for  several  hour«  in  a  state  of  mind  abnort 
bordering  upon  diHtraction. 

Lady  Caroline  Mortimer  was  excessively  as- 
tonished and  violently  agitated  when  her  fa- 
ther told  her  who  had  proved  to  be  the  pre- 
tender  to  the  Mordauul  estate,  whose  claim 
she  had  more  than  once  darkly  hinted  to  him. 
She  foresaw  in  an  instant  all  the  conserjuences 
that  might  result  from  this  discovery  ;  but  she 
was  too  selfish  to  feel  much  for  the  distress  of 
others,  or  ruilly  to  care  fur  what  did  not  per- 
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grace  than  she  had  formerly  done,  and 
relations  knew  her  too  ircll  to  be  imposed 
by  her  hyjMKrisy. 
The  story  of  Mr.  Siaffbrd'a  hnrtng  been  cx- 
inged  by  hid)  nurse,  and  discovered  to  Ik-  Mr. 
innel's  son,  and  consequently  the  heir  of 
lordaiint,  was  speedily  published  to  the  world, 
Bd  n-pratMl  from  nuiiith  to  mouth  with  sundry 
JdilioHH  and  variations. 
No  other  topic  wan  thought  of,  or  talked  of, 
several  days.     People   wondered,    and  la- 
DCnted,  and    pitied   "  llic    poor  Mordaunts," 
nd  censured  the  late  Mr.  Stafford,  and  specn> 
llnted  t]|Kin  the  effect  this  discovery  might  have 
lin  promoting  or  breaking  off  Ati^usta*s  pro- 
' J«cled  marriage  with  her  couiin  ;  and  expressed 
an  eager  anxiety  to  know  what  Lord  Estonv{Ile 
I'woald  say  to   the   business — how  poor   Lady 
Agnes  woidd  bear  her  second  disappointment — 
and  whether  it  would  prove  a  eaute  of  joy  or 
sorrow  to  Lady  Caroline. 
■      Yet,  in  spite  of  all  the  sentimental  interest 
'  that  was  thus  loudly  expressed  for  the  suf- 
ferers, it  is  probable  that,  beyond  the  desire 
(of  Ix^ng  able  to  gratify  their  own  idle  curiosity, 
[few  if  any  of  their  "  dear  friends"  felt  any  real 
acern  about  them,  or  cared  one  straw  what 
i'to  bceume  of  them  in  their  poverty. 


ORDAUNT. 


iSQ 


I 


tiresent.     Mr.  Hope  has 
claim  to  the  Stafford  pro- 
he  fail  in  csubliHhing  it,  as 
I  ran  most  solemnly  assure 
ny  intention  never  to  loucli  a 
O'lXmner*  inberilaitce." 
of  course  act  as  you  think  proper 
point,  Mr.  0'l>onnd,"  observed  Mr. 
t ;  **  but  )'ou  must  allow  tnc  to  tell 
«t  ft  has  not  hitherto,  and  never  will  be 
ncticp,  to  rotain  any  fnrlune  that  I  am 
'  lielongs  ri|;htrul)y  to  another  person." 
Ir.  Htalfard  felt  thin  rebuke  keenly,  and  his 
outeosnce  auunied  for  an  instant  its  nwst 
ininouE  and  vindictive  expression. 
'*  I  did  not  mean  to  offend  you,''  continued 
Ur.  Klordaunt   in  a  more   conciliatory  tone; 

P"  but  I  deemed  it  necessary  that  we  should 
clearly  understand  each  other,  which  I  trust 
that  we  now  do.  ^Vc  will,  if  you  please,  ad- 
journ to  the  drawing-room,  as  my  daughter  is 
very  anxious  to  see  you." 

Augusta's  manner  towards  her  cousin  was 
more  flattering  than  he  had  expected  it  to  be, 
and  he  was  encouraged  and  gratified  by  her 
biitdness.  As  soon  as  they  found  themselves 
tH0-^ilt,  site  briefly  explniiied  to  him  the  line 
I   of  conduct  she  intended  to  pursue,  and  dialinctly 


d 


JV^ 


THE  HEIR  OP  MORDAUNT, 


mi 


p 


i — and,  if  you  will  lake  my  advice,  the  wintt 

mosit  honourable  course  you   can   piireuc 

be  to  sum-nder  Mrs.  StHtTurd's  fortune 

ttly  and   linndiioaiely    to  Mn.  Ho]>e,   and 

di-cidr    what   provision  yon    propose   to 

crvtf  for  uiy  father  out  of  your  own  estate, 

>r  your  debt  to  Mr.  Mortioier  hiu  bi-cn  ^t 

of." 

Mr.  O'Donnel  (for  it  wouhl    be  abiturd  to 
him  Longer  Mr.   Stafiurd)  did  not  at  all 
like  this  counsel. 

"  Augusta,"  he  said  rather  teatily,  *'  you 
rcaJly  do  not  undi-rsland  what  you  have  been 
talking  about.  I  will  do  wcrythinf;  that  is 
Kft«>Dable  for  your  father;  hut  you  arc  too 
exigeanle:  you  seem  to  think  it  is  my  duty  to 
give  him  up  the  half  of  my  fortune.  You  must 
recollect  that  the  Mordaunt  prop^-rty  is  a  much 
IcsH  valuable  one  than  that  which  I  now  pot>- 
wm;  and  a»  I  fancy  that  Mr.  Morduunt  has 
dipped  into  it  pretty  doeplyt  it  ii  i|uite  out  of 
the  question  that  I  can  afford  to  alienate  any 
coni)itierable  pitrt  of  It." 

Augusta  looked  hurt  and  disappointed. 
,1  *'Ah   Mr.  Hope's  di^loaure,"  she  observed 
IsDonically,  "  has  shown  us  that  we  all  belong 
to  the  same  family,  and  will  soon  involve  us  in 
the  same  general  distress,  I  hoped  you  woulil 
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had  ihe  power  of  assuring  him  thnt  hii'  murriage 
vaa  still  bouijidt  f^ii)f;  on,  wid  would  be  ce- 
lebrated as  suon  as  |KMMbIe." 

The  couains  parted — not  like  an  attached 
promit  and  promite,  but  secretly  dissstis6ed 
with  each  other.  Both  were  mortified,  disap- 
pointed, aiid  uiieumforliible  ;  l)iey  fuuml  llieir 
present  situation  extremely  irkwicne,  and  llieir 
future  proepects  promised  anything  but  hsp- 
pioess. 

Mr.  O'Donne)  eame  again  to  Mr.  Mordatint's 
in  the  evening.  He  wliisperetl  to  Atigtimii, 
"  that  he  had  found  Philip  Mortimer,  and  that 
his  business  with  him  was  roust  satisfaclortty 
settled."  And  then  he  told  her  father  aloud, 
"  that  be  had  been  endeavouring  in  vain  to  scc 
Mr.  Hope:  that  the  only  intelligence  of  hJm 
he  hail  been  able  to  obtain  wa.4,  that  he  had 
aetually  commenced  a  legal  process  against 
him,  and  that  b«  had  ju»t  !«et  out  for  Scot- 
laml  to  bring  bin  wife  and  family  to  Lon- 
don. It  H  my  intention,"  he  addvd,  "to  fol- 
low him  immediately  to  the  North ;  as  it  ia 
abawlulely  necessary  that  I  should  have  an  ex- 
planation with  him  before  any  farther  steps  are 
taken  by  the  lawyers." 

Mr.  Mordaunt  fully  aascnlcd  to  the  pro- 
priety of  this  measure,  but  atked  no  questions 
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be  ))uni»l)e(l  for  liAvin;;  connived  at  nn  net  of 
fraud,  injustice,  and  (l<>ceU. 

Mrs.  Mordsunt  watched  her  daiifi^hter  with 
grief  and  anxiety ;  but  as  she  now  imagined  a 
real  attachinvnt  for  Mr.  O'Doniiel  ootild  be  Die 
only  inutiTe  that  Ktill  decided  hrr  to  wi«h  to 
marry  him,  she  wits  fur  frum  sus]K>cting  the 
true  Kcrct  of  her  conduct:  lihc  iiuturnlly  nt- 
tributvtl  ttcr  evident  uneasiness  and  dcpreuion 
of  ftpirilit  to  coiicL-rn  upon  her  father's  ami 
upon  Charle&'a  account,  mingled  too  with 
shame  and  vexation  at  the  unworthy  figure 
«fac  could  not  conceal  from  herself  that  her 
affianced  husband  had  made  in  the  cyt»  of  the 
world. 
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Lad}'  Agnrs  did  not  ihiok  (his  very  kind ; 
but  she  wail  much  toucltct)  by  nn  ufltictionjite 
letter  from  Augusta,  in  wliich  nhv  expn-KHcd 
with  gnat,  warmth  and  tenderness  how  sincere- 
ly she  syniputhiscd  in  all  her  feelings ;  n»d  con- 
cluded by  remarking,  "thai  thia  muI  huMnen 
had  altogether  made  her  so  very  wretched,  that 
she  felt  quite  unequal  to  talking  it  over  with 
B  lier  at  )>re*ent." 

H      Poor   Lady  Agnet  might  indeed    well  have 

H  claimed  the  deepest  commiseration  her  friemi 

Houuld  beKtow  upon  her.     The  fatal  blow  which 

Hj^ad  just  destroyed  her  hopes  of  hnppiniiss,  had 

fallen   upon  her  the  more  heavily  from  being 

quite   unexpected;    and   although   her  strong 

H  jreligious  principles  forbade  her  to  give  way  tu 

despondency,  her  spirit  nppeared  to  be  nearly 

Icrukhed  by  it. 
Lord   Delmore's  death  had  formerly  cast  a 
gloom  over  her   natural   cheerfulness,    but   it 
*»■«  only   for  n  time;  »he  had  mourned  him, 
not  oa  a  lover,  but  rather  as  a  valued  relation 
I  And  friend.     She  had  never  entertained  for  him 
I  the  game  sort  of  attachmcDt  with  which  Colonel 
Mordaunt  had  inspired  her  ;  nnd  the  idea  that 
he  n'a.1  removed  to  u  more  bli.iiiful  existence, 
hhad,  fay  insensible  degrees,  soon  reconciled  her 
■to  his  loss. 

k2 
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"  Well,  then,"  continued  Lord  Delmore,  "  I 
mu»t  stntc  it  to  you.  You  neter  wrote  me 
word  of  this  disagreeable  business  4>f  tlie  Mor- 
daunt*  —  you  did  not  let  me  know  that  you 
vrerc  in  distress.  Chnrles,  I  confess,  aent  me  a 
few  htirried  lines ;  but  they  were  so  unintelU^ 
gible,  that  if  I  had  not  heard  the  details  of  the 
story  from  common  report,  1  should  have  been 
incapable  of  comprehending  whut  hiul  happened 
to  him." 

"  I  ought  to  have  written  to  you,  certainly," 
jutid  Lady  Agnes :  "  I  lake  ^reat  shame  to 
myiteir  for  not  having  done  so.  Had  I  had 
any  pit-asnnt  intelligence  to  communicate,  you 
should  have  learned  it  mmn  enough ;  but  I  fell 
a  (tori  of  silly  reluctance  at  the  idea  of  tor- 
menting you  with  bad  news.'" 

"  You  have  not  made  a  very  good  defence,* 
pursued  Lionel ;  '*  but  as  I  have  not  the  heart 
to  »cold  you,  I  believe  I  must  forgive  you : 
and  if  I  now  freely  pardon  your  neglect,  it 
must  be  only  upon  one  condition, — you  must 
promise  to  grant  me  a  favour  in  relum." 

•"  That  I  will  very  readily  do,  if  it  is  in  my 
pbiret,"  replied  I^utiy  Agne* :  "  you  Iiave 
merely  to  tell  me  what  it  is  you  wish.'* 

*  Thank  you,  dear  Agnn.  The  boon  I 
crave  is,  that  you  will  assist  me  to  show  my 
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•uch  a  subject?"  answered  Lord  Del- 
:  "  and  as  for  my  geoerosit/,  it  cotuitts, 
this  instance,  simply  in  pleasing  niyiclf." 
'*  No,  DO,"  cried  Lady  Agnvs,  bursting  into 
"  I  oin  quile  oveqxiwcrcd  by  your  kind- 
ly" die  added  :  *'  I  cannot  in  words  cxproM 
to  you  what  1  feci, — I  can  only  fervently  pray 
that  Heaven  may  reward  your  goodness  as  i( 
deserves." 

"  Pray  do  not  talk  in  this  way,"  continued 
Lionel,  OS  he  turned  aside  his  face  to  cotweal 
his  emotion :  '*  you  make  me  perfectly  foolish. 
You  ha^e  already  amply  rewarded  me  for  the 
tmuble  of  my  joumcy,  by  listening  propiti- 
ously tu  my  proposal.     This  detestable  fcUow, 
StafTurd,  or  O'Donnel,  or  whatever  he  is  now 
called,  may  have  destroyed  the  happiness  of 
nty  life ;  but   he  can  never  be  able  to  render 
mv   compK-Iely  nim-rable,   while  I  feel  that   1 
have  had  it  in  my  power  to  secure  to  you  and 
Charles  the  blessings  of  domestic  comfort.*^ 

"  You  certainly  have  (he  art,"  observed 
Lady  Affiles,  "  not  oidy  of  doing  the  kindest 
and  noblest  things,  but  also  of  placing  them 
in  tia*  most  griiciuim  and  agreeable  point  of 
view.  But,  Lionel,  what  will  your  friend  say 
to  your  plan  ?^you  know  bow  proud-spirited 
he  is  ?" 


:ORI>AI7NT. 

to  Lord  Rctonville  to 
KIT  wa«  suddenly  opened, 
announcement,   the  person 

f'  vaking  of — Charles  Mordaunt 

iwforc  thc-m. 
^  viiiin  of  hi«   counleiiftnce  was  m> 

liagganl,  and  hii  ifholc  appearance 
.iiuch  aliered,  that  Lurd  Dclniore  did 
■  first  fMognise  him,  and  Lady  Agnc« 
iJ  aearvd)'  suppress  an  exi'ljunntion  of  nlami- 
■  -v  addressed  her  gently,  but  almost  incohe- 
iTimtly:  and  then  turning  to  her  companion, — 
"Lionel  here  too!"  he  said,  in  an  accent 
of  surprise:—"  How  long  have  you  been  to 
town  ?"  And  as  he  pronounced  these  wordv, 
be  wrung  his  friend's  hand  very  warmly. 

"  I  am  only  ju>l  arrived,"  replied  Lord  Del- 
oiore.  And  as  he  fancied  from  Charles's  manner 
(hat  he  had  something  of  im|}ortancc  In  coiiiuiii- 
nicate  to  Lady  Agnes,  he  immediately  added, — 
**  My  Gnt  viut,  as  you  see,  has  been  made 
kere;  but  it  h  now  high  time  that  I  should 
pay  my  respects  to  my  aunt,  and  my  compli- 
ments to  my  cousin  Caroline.  When  those 
dulie*  are  perfonnwl,  I  will  retuni  to  you." 

"  Indeed  you  must  not  and  shnll  not  go 
away,**  said  Lady   Agnes,   placing  her   band 

K  5 


xt  ■w^T 


-«BL  xaat 


^Ab(   .^IM*  MCM 


JMTt    JC    3M 

pMe  ziHC  ::k  as 


I 


HEIR   OP    MOKUAUNT.  275 

deraUnd  what  dreadful  oircumstaace  it  is  tbst 
you  olludr  lo.  We  arc  not  aware  that  any 
fenrfiil  trvent  has  Iskcn  plnce;  and  th^Tc  cvr- 
lainly  is  notUinj;  that  can  shock  the  most  dp- 
Ikate  feelinga  in  what  ray  cousin  was  goin^  to 
announce  to  you.'' 

"  Thank  God,  I  was  mistaken  then  t"  ejacu- 
lated Cliark-«.  "  I  might  tu  have  known  it  ww 
impossible  that  Agnes  could  have  apoken  in 
that  way  about  such  an  occurrence.'" 

Thfsc  words  were  uttered  with  rafndity,  and 
in  a  sort  of  indistinct  soliloquy.  Aftt-r  an  in< 
slant's  pause,  he  continued  more  collectedly, — 

"  You  arc  nf;ht,  Delmore ;  you  lannol  be 
aware  tlial  I  came  here  for  the  purjiose  of 
telling  your  couitin  that  another  unexpected 
revolution  has  taken  place  in  my  father's  alfairs, 
^-of  breaking  to  her,  in  short,  that  poor  O'Don- 
nel  can  never  trouble  us  more." 

Lady  Agnes's  countenance  became  animated 
by  an  exprejuion  of  eager  curiosity. 

"  What  can  you  mean?"  exclaimed  Liond. 
"  Is  he  dead  f" 

"  He  Is,^  replied  Charles  in  a  subdued  tone : 
'*  he  died  by  his  own  hand  !" 

A  silence  of  some  moments  succeeded  this 
anounciation.  Both  Lady  Agnes  and  Lord 
Di'hnorc  were  much  iilwckrd,  and  the  awe  and 
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hin  is  really   too  much  !"  said  Charlm. 

vet  doiibteJ  the  warmth  and  dncphty  of 

friendship,   DHtnorc :    but  it   is  ulmosl 

while  to  have  nulfri-i'd  whut  I  have  suf- 

lately,  to  receive  aucIi  a  gratifying  proof 

I  shall  always  feel  as  much  indebted  to 

for  your  intended  kindness,  as  if  I   had 

lally  profiled  by  it,  and  owed  my  future 

Dpiness  entirely  to  your  gcneniMly." 

|Lord  Efttonvillc,  who  had  heard  accidentally 

'  Lionel'*  arriviil,  now  entered  llie  room.      He 

much  Siurprim-i)  t»  Rml  Colonc-l  Mordaunt 

|so ;  but  a  few  wordi  of  explanation  soon  set 

rtrylhing  right ;    and  his   lordship  was  per- 

Blly  sincere  when  hi.-  iiKtiired  Chnrlt-*,  "  thai 

was   unfeigncdiy   diUighled    to   be  able  to 

'receive  him   again  upon  the  same  footing  as 

formerly." 

He  made  Lord  Detmore  promise  to  dino 
with  liim  i  and  the  latter  then  took  Cbartes 
■wsy : 

*'  Come,"  tiaid  he, — "  a  walk  with  me  will  do 
you  good ;  and  Agnes  will  be  all  the  better  for 
being  left  for  a  litlle  while  with  no  other  society 
than  her  own." 

The  tragical  concluKion  of  Mr.  O'Donnel's 
life  may  Ijc  briefly  described. 

When  he  reached  Scotland,  he  found  Ml. 
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[iUjrnioiHl  miulc  his  nppearance :    be   wDl 
ft  w-cond  letter,   which   was  in  courve  of 
'  returDed  to  htm  in  a  cover  from  one  of  his 
servants   to  whom  his  handnriting  was 
yvro ;    and  who  informed  him,  "  ihnt  Mr. 
aond  luid  left  tlte  house  a  few  hours  after 
own  di-)iantire,  und  had  never  been  seen 
here  uT  heard  of  sinre, — but  that  it  was  much 
jught  he   nas  gunc  off  to  America."     The 
tb  wu,  that  from  the  momt-nt  Raymond  be- 
ae  awan-  that  Mr.  Hope  had  di.scuvercd  bi* 
ter'a  secret,   he  apprehended  that  the  in- 
famous part  it  hml  acted  in  the  business  would 
[be  brought  to  light ;   he  consequently  loit  no 
'time    in    converting   everything  he   poKtotsed 
into  money;  and  when  Mr.  O'Donnel  ttt  out 
for  Scotland,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  u- 
caping  across  the  Atlnitlic. 

Raymond's  flight  wax  an  unexpected  blow  to 
Mr.  O'Dontiel.  He  now  saw  that  if  he  did  not 
K  voluntarily  surrender  Mrs.  Stafford's  wealth,  it 
would  inevitably  be  taken  from  him  by  the 
arm  of  the  law  ;  and  he  waii  conscious  that  any 
^^  endeavour  u]ton  his  port  to  retain  it,  would 
only  have  the  effeel  of  exposing  his  own  di». 
honesty  to  the  public,  and  of  lowering  him  in 
the  estimatiuii  of  llie  Mordauntt.     He  was  tor- 
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fcsbiag  to  Mr.  Ilopi-  that  lie  tra»  prepared  to 
abandon  hi*  claim  tu  tlie  dixpuled  property, 
and  of  throwing  himsflf  upon  his  mcrey  ikiI  to 
exact  &om  him  the  payment  of  the  large  sums 
tic  hod  expended  ^ince  Mr.  Stafr«rd''s  death. 
"I  have  hitherto  found  him  astern  person  to 
deal  with,~  he  thought ;  "  and  if  he  now  pur- 
sues me  with  all  the  rigour  of  the  Uw,  (hert:  is 
but  one  alternative  P 

Mr.  O'Duniiel  accordingly  despatched  a  note 
to  Mr.  Ilupe*  requesting  to  luiow  at  what  hour 
it  would  be  convenient  for  bim  to  see  him  tlte 
following  day. 

The  an.Hwer  was  laconic.  "  Mr.  Hope  pr«> 
scnied  bis  compliments  to  Mr.  O'Donncl,  and 
Iwggcd  to  decline  having  any  furtlier  commu- 
nication with  him,  except  through  the  medium 
of  his  lawyer." 

The  unhappy  man  had  not  anticipated  so 
decided  a  ropulM.-,  uttd  it  drove  him  at  once  to 
despair.  Uc  could  not  endure  the  prospect 
of  being  reduced  to  beggary ;  he  had  not 
strength  of  mind  to  bear  the  scorn  of  the  world, 
and  to  be  looked  upon  with  contempt  and  neg- 
lect in  that  .tucic-ly  when:  hv  hud  hitherto  been 
treated  with  flattery  and  con.iiJeraiion.  He 
fancied  that  he  could  not  exist  in  poverty  and 
retirement ;  be  felt  that  be  could  at  any  rate 


^^^  Siw 


->^ 


■?-  ■=^.; 


-      i^tj- 

~«: 

***    -■^. 

■■-    Ji, 

■^--n.. 

fc'-.  -  . 

ff*^*^ 

"^    *^, 

"■^-^    :^ 

I:     c. 

**"-    ^.. 

^     'jt.- 

*        «!^-^, 

'^^  "Bi-^     .      , 

—         ^f^j 

^ 


<      *W»fc,^_ 


'•s^-    -.. 


THE   BBIR  OP   MOaDAUNT. 


36S 


■nd  Mr.  Hope  also  attended  the  funeral:  the 
latter  had  been  so  mudi  shocked  by  hi»  death, 
that  he  was  imxiuus  to  pay  this  public  mark  of 
respect  to  his  memory. 

The  news  of  Mr.  O'Donnel's  suicide  made  a 
grest  K-nnation  in  the  world,  and  his  vanity 
would  fiav<-  bit-n  tnuih  gnotliLti  if  he  could  have 
heard  all  the  pity  and  concern  that  wen-  ex- 
pre«i«d  for  him. 

His  failings  were  palliatetf  or  forgotten,  while 
his  merits  were  lauded  iind  espnliatcd  upon  ; 
and,  like  nmny  other  heroc-K  who  have  been 
undervalued  during  their  lives,  his  memory  was 
sainted  the  instant  it  was  known  that  be  waa 
dead. 

Kverybudy  declared  "that  poor  Stafford" 
(for  by  that  name  lie  waa  atill  de&ignatcd  by 
those  who  had  never  addressed  him  by  any 
other)  "  had  been  the  Wst  fellow  in  the  world  !" 
Nobody  could  deny  that  he  had  kept  the  best 
house  and  given  tite  best  dinners  that  were  to 
be  met  with  anywhere; — and,  in  short,  it  was 
universally  acknowledged  that  his  death  was  a 
aort  of  ptiblic  loss,  and  that  it  had  left  a  sensi- 
ble blank  in  society. 
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Estonville,  she  told  htm  with  &  smile,  that  he 
would,  she  believed,  find  Agnes  and  Lionel  in 
the  next  room. — "  As  my  nephew  is  only  in 
town  for  a  few  days,"  she  added,  "  Lord 
Kstonville  has  persuaded  hiro  to  lake  up  his 
abtKlc  in  this  houw." 

Charles  immediately  joinfd  lh«  cousins. 
Both  he  and  Lculy  Agneti  had  now  come  to  a 
calm  sense  of  their  happineaa;  but  although 
Tjord  Delniore  participated  in  it  very  sinccrely» 
a  deep  shade  of  melancholy  occnitiimuUy  came 
over  his  countenance.  After  wmie  preliminary 
ooiiverMition,  Lady  Ajjnes  inquired  very  kindly 
and  anxioiixly  about  Augusta. 

"  She  ha&  been  terribly  overpowered,  poor 
thing  r  replied  Charles.  "  I  hope  her  health 
may  not  wifiV-r  materially  from  the  severe  triaU 
she  has  undergone  lately  ;  but  1  confess  I  do 
iwt  at  all  like  her  appearance  this  morning. 
I  want  to  persuade  you  to  come  and  see  her, 
Agnes  :  I  assure  you,  xhe  is  far  more  worthy 
of  your  esteem  and  affection  than  you  have  for 
Mine  rime  believed  her  to  be.'" 

T  shall  be  delighted  to  visit  her,"  said 
Ijftdy  Agnes,  "  if  Mrs.  Mordaunt  is  not  afraid 
that  my  company  will  do  her  harm.*' 

JionI  Delmore  had  listened  with  earnest  at* 
trntioii  to  every  word  his  friend  had  Mpokcn ; 
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lewu  tliat  indwd  !^  echoed  Cluirlc* :  "  but 
igoneto  render  an  account  of  hi»  jicrGdy  to 
ivt-nly  Judge :  and  it  is  perhaps  fortunate 
nc  that  hi  vat  rcmovnl  from  tins  world 
I  di»«ovcred  the  detestable  game  he  had 
playing.     You,    Lionel,    ought  however 
forgire  him  much,  in  consideration  of  lh« 
ly   in).tauce  of  gincrosity   I   ever  lii-ard  re- 
dded in  hb  favour.     Augusta  liad  been  &il»c)y 
malinously  led  to  believe  that  you  bad  been 
lilly   of  a  dishonourable  action,  which    had 
^ndercd  you   perfectly   unworthy  of  her   re- 
[;  and  tliat  thift  was  unknown  to  everybody 
it  her  infornicr,  herself,  and  one  other  person. 
[)'i>i)mK'l  h»p|>ened  by  wmie  chance  to  find  out 
the  error  into  which  fthe  had  been  betrayed  re- 
Ispecling  you  ;  he  was  conTinccd  of  your  inno- 
jornce,  and  he  instantly  proved  to  her  thut  the 
I  KGUMtion  that  hod  hi-cn  brought   against  you 
was  entirely  unfounded." 

Lord  Di'lmorc  nppcartd  for  nioiiy  moments 
to  be  untpped  in  thought ;  at  length  I»  re- 
marked ttloud, — 

"  If  1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  D'Donnel  for 
having  ro-cstablishctl  my  character  in  Miss 
Mordnunt'K  good  opinion,  I  may  dexpiM.-,  but 
1  can  no  longer  hate  his  memory.  May  I  aek 
yoU|  Charles,  what  was  the  dark  crime  tliat  was 
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all  those  painful   sei-rcts   >hv  lind  m 
pt  concealed. 

^iild  bo  Impossiblv  for  word*  lo  give  an 
10  idea  of  liw  admiraiion  and  distrcvs 
fiich  her  self-devotion  inspired  him. 
lis  was  too  generods^Ioo  dreadful !"  he 
ped.     "  Oh,   AuguMs !    I    can    Mrarcely 
I  you  for  having  meditated  such  a  shock- 
rificel     Mordaiint  must  have  proved  a 
poAsession  to  us,  if  it  had  been  pur- 
at  the  expense  ot your  hnppiness." 
Lnd  jH,"  nhc  replied,   "  /  only  wished  to 
what  I  am  sure  ifou  would  have  also 
^pted,  had  you  been  placed  in  similar  cii^ 
ijcc*.     And  now  remember,  that  I  have 
to  your  (ti»creliun  ;  and  lliat  what  you 
heard  ta   not  to  be   repeated.     No 
|i«deration  would  have  induced  uie  to  com- 
linicule  those  two  gambling  histories  lo  any 
ing  person  but  yourself;  nor  would  I  even 
re  confided  them  to  you,  if  I  had  not  felt 
din  that  they  would  never  pass  your  lips." 
Charles  promised  her  they  never  should  ;  but 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  extend  this 
i>i»c   to   the   whole  of  her  communication. 
I  thought  it  right  that  all  those  whose  com- 
fort she  had  hi-en  desirous  to  promote  by  her 
[marriage,  should  be  informed  of  the  generous 
VOL.  ui.  o 
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as»inbl«l:  you  mu»t  oon sequel itly  mnkc  up 
your  minds  to  be  thrown  together  upon  that 
occasion  ss  old  friends ;  nnd  you  nmy  ptrhapn 
find  it  lexit  awkivard  In  walk  into  church  in  the 
Mme  proceauon,  if  you  haw  previously  shaken 
hands  in  a  more  private  party." 

Lady  Caroline  Mortimer's  pride  would  not 
allow  her  to  bctrny  thv  conatcrnalioa  she  felt 
Bt  Mr.  O'Donncl's  death.  3hc  was  concciouH 
tlul  it  R)u«t  annihilate  all  her  .tchemca  and 
hope*;  and  her  inorliiicatinn  and  despair  prey- 
ed upon  her  the  more  deeply  from  having  been 
outwardly  repressed :  all  her  evil  passions 
gained  additionnl  strength,  and  the  tone  of  her 
mind  becainv  every  day  more  reckless  and 
desperate. 

Charles  Mordaunt's  apprehensions  al>out  bis 
sister  provetl  too  well  founded.  Augusta's 
i>piriis  had  been  so  violently  and  repeatedly 
agitated,  that  her  nerves  seemed  entirely  to 
have  given  way,  and  Mrs,  Mordaunt  perceived 
with  alarm  that  she  was  really  ill. 

The  eausc  that  hod  alTected  her  health  of 
ouurie  rendered  her  |>c«uliarly  intereMing  to  all 
her  family,  and  made  them  most  anxiously 
solicitous  to  promote  her  recovery.  Thetv  was 
nothing  in  her  ease  that  threatened  to  l>ccoDie 
dangerous ;  and  as  quiet  and  change  of  scene 
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•plkJ  Aiij^iistH,  "  thai  you  do  not  entirely 
ipprove  of  my  conduct," 

Do  you  really  wish  me  to  explain  to  you 
■hat  1  think  of  it?" 
"  Yes,  iiuletd  I  hog  that  you  will." 
"  Well  then,"  pursued  Miss  Stanley,  "  in  my 
cqHtiion  you  deserved  the  higlie»t  eoinineridulion, 
because  you  heroicully  determined,  again*!  vour 
inclination,  to  do  what  you  believed  to  be  rif^hl 
and  meritorious;  and  you  urerc  much  to  be 
pitied,  because  you  acted  upon  an  erroneous 
principle.  You  were  so  convinced  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  your  own  purpose,  so  laudably  an- 
xious to  secure  the  welfare  of  your  relation*, 
that  you  took  but  a  partial  view  of  the  atae 
that  wna  proposed  to  you  :  you  only  saw  it  in 
one  point  of  light ;  you  only  considered  how  it 
would  affect  those  in  whom  ^ou  were  interested, 
and  you  entirely  forgot  that  it  would  concern 
others  also.  In  fine,  to  speak  plainly,  my  dear 
Augusta,  it  never  occurred  to  you,  that  by  oni- 
tenting  to  !«anction  an  injurious  fraud,  you 
made  yourself  a  party  and  an  accomplice  in 
a  scheme  of  dishonesty  and  injustice;  and  you 
actually  put  into  practice  that  most  s|)eciou<> 
aitd  dangerous  maxim  of  false  morality,  which 
tells  u«,  *  that  it  is  allowable  to  do  evil  in  the 
ho[»c'  that  good  may  come  out  of  it.' " 
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iplin«d   by   trials; — ^jvu  nre   now  all  that 
ur  friend*  can  wish  you  to  be,  and  I  trust 
At  future   oomffMl   and  peace  of  mind   will 
■id  yoii  for  ymir  past  sorrows.     You  art 
mp*  not  yvl  ()iiile  able  to  dispense  with  tin- 
uidance  of  a  sage  counsellor,^  she  addeil  with 
Btnile  :  *'  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mordaunt  are  much 
upied  by  cares  of  their  owii ;  your  brother 
m  going  to  be  married,  and  /  cannot  be  alwayf 
you  ; — if  you  will  take  my  advice,  you  will 
vonu^ucnlly  lone   no   lime   in  selecting  some 
other  guardian,  who  may  be  constantly  at  your 
«ll>ow,  and  to  whom  you  may  have  the  advan- 
l^e  of  applying  for  dirKlion  and  assistance 
b  upon  cvtTy  occnsion.'" 

H  Augu«1a  blushed  deeply.  "  I  cannot  pretend 
Vto  mistin<lerstand  you,"  she  said ;  "  hut  pray 
^iO  ii'it  press  me  farther  upon  this  Mibject. 
fluch  a  counnellor  nod  guide  as  you  recommend, 
T  might  once  have  fuund, — but  it  is  impossible 
to  recall  the  past :  my  weak,  credulotu  folly 
allowed  me  to  be  imposed  upon  ;  and,  by  be- 
lieving he  was  unworthy  of  my  esteem,  to  drive 
Away  from  me  for'crer  n  person  who  was 
really  too  gowl  fur  me,  and  too  amiable  in  over- 
looking all  my  former  silly  and  contemptible 
behaviour." 

Misii  Stanley  immediately  forbore  to  prolong 
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thv  diicuMon ;  Khe  wm  Mtisficd  with  hsri 
■t9ceruin«tl  that  Lunl  Delmurv's  character  vu 
cleared  from  the  imputation,  whatever  tt  [nif;hi 
hxvL-  liciti,  that  had  been  cast   u|>uii  it; 
fruni  all  »l)e  had  previously  heard  of  liim,  ai 
of  hi.t  attachment  to  Augutia,  .ilic  felt  a 
guiae  anticipation,  that  the  hope  Mrs.  Mordau 
had  expressed  to  her,  that  he  might  stiti 
come  her  son-in-law,  would  sooner  or  later  be 
realized. 

TIh-  Mnrduu»t>  liul  paid  Mr.  O'Dooik^  t 
compliment  of  wearing  mourning  for  hiBi 
a  cousin ;  but  he  had  now  been  dead  more  Ih 
two  months,  aud  their  weeds  bad  of  course  been 
laid   aside.      Lord  and   Lady   K»ti>nvilk*   hod 
been  so4ne  lime  returned  to  the  country :   tli 
period  of  Charles  Mordaunt'a   marriage  wil 
Lady  Agnes   Moriimer   had    at   length 
fixed,  and  he  was  going  over  to  Rstonville 
the  purpose  of  finally  settling  the  day  on  whi 
ii  was  to  take  place. 

He  had  found  an  early  opjmrtuoily  of 
Idling  to  hi»  sinter  how  generously  Ijord  Del 
mure  had  come  forward  to  assist  him  and  I^Jy 
Agnen   in  the  hour  of  difficulty.     He  did  t 
without  making  any  comment  upon  bis  friend'i 

'duct ;  and  Augusta,  after  praising  it  warmlji 
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looked   much  confused,   and  ioGtuntly  turned 
th«  subject. 

He  had  afterwordB,  in  speaking  of  the  nr- 
ningeinenls  preparatory  to  Iiis  morriagei  men- 
tioned (o  her,  as  if  accidentally,  that  Lionel  had 
promised  him  to  be  his  bride's-man  upon  llint 
occasion.  The  intelligence  seemed  to  startle 
her  very  much,  but  she  made  no  remark  upon 
it,  and  her  brother  weiil  on  talking  of  other 
things. 

The  time  had  now  arrived,  however,  when 
Charles  thought  he  might  successfully  attempt 
a  more  decisive  measure  ;  and  he  went  to  look 
for  his  sister,  who  was  sitting  reading  in  the 
flower-garden. 

"  1  am  sorry  to  interrupt  your  studies," 
he  said,  "  but  I  am  come  to  aay  good-b'ye 
Iwfore  I  set  out  for  Estonville.  Our  separation 
will  not  be  a  very  long  one,  as  you  will  kcv  me 
again  to-tnorrow." 

"That  may  or  may  not  be,"  replied  Au- 
gusta with  a  imile;  "  I  shall  not  expect  you 
quite  so  soon." 

"  You  are  mistaken ;  I  shall  not  certainly  slay 
another  day.  I  have  jiinl  bwn  telling  my  father 
and  mother  that  I  hojw  a  friend  of  mine  will 
accompany  me  t«>  Mordaunt  when  I  return  : — I 
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Miry  to  contradict  his  suspicion,  I  nippose  be 
imagines  that  it  was  tolerably  correct." 

Augusta  stcmed  much  comforted  by  this  re- 
presentation. 

"  Yet,  should  Lord  Delmore  even  forgive 
mc,^  continued  shei  "  for  having  hvea  weak 
enough  to  credit  malicious  reports,  what  can 
he  think  of  my  having  accejitetl " 

She  stopped  short  and  blushed  deeply. 

"  !*ueti  an  abominable  fellow  as  O'Donnel  ? 
y««  would  say,"  pursued  Charles.  "  The  same 
idea  had  occurred  to  me,  and  as  it  struck  me 
that  Lionel  might  probably  consider  the  laat 
offence  much  the  more  heinous  of  the  two,  I 
will  confess  that  1  took  the  precaution  of  just 
hhiting  to  him  that  you  had  not  consented  to 
marry  our  poor  cousin  from  pure  love  and 
afTection.  Uelmore  happens,  like  yourself,  to 
be  rather  chivalrous  and  enlhusiaslic  in  his 
opinions;  and  he  admired  you  extremely  for 
having  resolved  to  make  so  heroic  a  sacrifice  <if 
your  own  feelings.  Doubtless,  too,  it  appeare<l 
to  him  all  the  more  exemplary  becatitM.'  O'Don- 
nel  had  been  removed  from  lhi#  world  before 
he  heard  anything  about  it.*' 

**  I  am  willing  to  believe,"  said  Augusta  re- 
proachfully, *'  that  you  have  acted  with  the 
kindest   intention :    but    I    should    not    have 
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your  heHt  gown, 

«  my  companion  and 

Mordaunt.     We  shall 

very  good  time.*' 

mg,    Charles,    I    shall    be 

.d  to  see  Lord  Delmore.      In 

il  it  be  possible  for  mc  to  r^ 


: ! — nothing  will  be  easier.     When 
bim  before  you,  you  have  only  to 
as  a  dear  friend  of  mine  whom  I  de- 
honour — OS  II  near  relation  of  Agnea 
taer*ft,  and  as  a  person  you  might  your- 
iiover  have  seen  before  in  your  life,     And 
iv  adieu.     You  aifcct  to  dread  the  approach 
•(  the  guent  1  am  going  to  bring  you  ;  but  I 
Isuspect  you  would  be  very  much  diHappointetl 
'if  I  were  to  return  alone  to-morrow." 

AugUKiu  folluuud  her  brother  with  her  eyea 
as  he  walked  rapidly  away  from  her:  all  that 
bad  just  passed  appeared  so  like  a  dream,  that 
she  scarcely  dared  to  believe  it  was  really  true. 
Was  it  poB&ibIc  Lord  Belmorc  could  still  be 
Ktticbvd  to  her  ?  She  fcttreil  il  wa>  not ;  yet 
Charles  neemed  to  be  in  hia  confidence,  and  if 
such  hud  been  hit  opinion,  he  could  not  surety 
have  wished  to  bring  him  to  Mordaunt.  Dis- 
appointment  had   become   so  familiar  lo  her. 
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Mn).  Mordaunt  could  not  help  smiling  at 
(his  coil  d  lid  in};  remnrk,  but  »he  took  no  other 
notice  of  it :  and  her  conversation  during  the 
evening  related  almost  exclusively  to  Charles's 
aiTairii. 
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that  she  would  do  her  best  to  entwlain  (hdr 
visitor ;  and  soun  after  his  departure  she  per- 
ceived two  cavaliers  advancing  across  the  park. 
Augusta  saw  them  also,  and  in  spite  of  her 
vndeavoura  to  maintain  her  composure,  she  was 
much  agitated  when  Lionel  and  her  brother 
actually  walked  into  the  room. 

The  latter  told  her  afterwards,  "  that  she 
had  blushed  most  beautifully,  and  that  her 
confusion  had  been  extremely  becoming  to 
ber,"  Lord  Delmore  himself  looked  a  good 
dval  embarrassed,  but  Mrs.  Mordaunt  and  her 
ion  contrived  to  keep  up  an  animated  conver- 
sation, which  began  by  d^re«»  to  grow  more 
general. 

At  Unglh  Charles  asked  his  sister  if  she  had 
been  out  that  mnniing  ?  And  when  she  re- 
plied that  i^K  had  not,  he  obacrvitl,  *'  that  it 
was  a  great  pity  to  lose  the  enjoyment  of  such 
a  fine  day.  Why  should  we  not  take  a  walk 
now  r*  added  he,  addressing  himself  to  his 
mother.  '*  Tht-re  would  be  plenty  of  time,  and 
a  ramble  hy  moonlight  will  be  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Delmore  is  under  my  guardianship  at 
present,  and  I  do  not  consider  him  yet  suffi- 
ciently robust  to  expose  himself  with  impunity 
to  the  raw  evening  fogs," 

"Upon  my  won!,  Charles,"  said   Lord  Del- 
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"  How  Ttry  preny  thi>  is  T  be  obacrv«d. 
I  am  glad  jou  think  it  »a,^  repli«d  Au- 
gusta ;  "  it  is  a  verir  faTourite  sput  of  mine.  I 
haw  li-amcd  to  understand  flowers,**  sh«  added 
witi)  n  MniK-,  "  a  little  t>c<ttT  than  I  did  wheii 
I  met  you  at  Mr.  WtngfieldV 

This  remark  naturallv  recalled  to  Lord  Del- 
marc's  recollection  thow  days  he  had  sjtent  at 
hit  neighhour's;  he  Rpokc  of  lh«n  with  evi- 
dent plea-ture,  and  endeavoured  to  remind  hi& 
companion  of  a  variety  of  trifling  incidents 
which  had  occurred  during  *'  that  very  agreeable 
visit." 

The  subject  was  by  no  means  unwelcome  to 
AugtiHia  :  it  carried  her  back  to  one  of  the  most 
unclouded  years  of  her  life :  and  as  they  rr- 
Irncod  tlidr  Yorkshire  adventures,  both  *1h- 
and  Lionel  app<.'«rctl  to  have  forgotten  tlxr 
painful  main  they  had  suffered  aiiicv  that 
period,  and  by  the  time  they  reached  the 
bouse  they  felt  as  much  at  their  ea»e  with  each 
other  as  they  had  dona  when  tl»ey  parted  at 
Mr.  WingHeWV 

Charles  had  perceived  that  all  was  going  t>n 
right,  and  he  exchanged  a  smile  of  intelligenoe 
with  hiH  mother  when  he  saw  I^rd  Delmore 
dividing  with  Augusta  the  roses  he  had  carried 
Iwme  for  her. 
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Mt  out.  "■  Augusta,  tf  I  wen  in  your  place,  I 
tboutd  scarcely  belicTe  ny  Ufe  in  Bsfviy  daring 
ibv  fint  parosymi  of  brr  jealous  n^.  SoA 
dungs  cMDOot  be  dooe  with  impuuty  io  tWw 
liaM»,  othcTwiw  I  could  perfectly  fu>cy  her 
■landing  before  you  like  Queen  fCJ(«nor  of  old, 
with  a  poniard  in  one  band  nod  a  cup  of 
poison  in  the  other." 

"  Poor  Lady  Caroline !'  replied  Augutta, 
"  ihe  ban  certainly  tormoiied  mc  teverdy ;  but 
I  need  not  be  afraid  of  her  now.  Sho  ha«  loot 
■II  power  of  harming  tne  again,  and  lite  we*. 
pons  fthc  employed  against  my  prsce  have  at 
length  Ix-t-n  tuniul  upoit  her  lo  <Ic«troy  her 
own.  I  do  not  al  thi»  moment  feel  inclined  to 
bear  malice  towardit  any  one,^I  wish  to  for- 
give her,  and,  culpable  aa  she  is,  I  cannot  help 
pitying  her." 

Ljoiii-I  was  charmed  with  the  amiable  fp-ne- 
rosity  of  tbc»e  scntintcntH.  Aiigunta  luul  told 
him  the  story  Lady  Caroline  had  invente<)  to 
calumniate  him,  and  hod  also  cunft^kxed  all  Ihe 
unworthy  arts  her  ladyship  had  previously 
employed  to  lower  him  in  her  eiitiinatioa.  Hts 
disgust  and  indignation  at  hia  couiiin's  treachery 
may  well  be  imagined,  and  he  shuddcri-d  when 
he  reflected  how  nearly  it  bad  ruined  Miss 
Mordauut's  nnd  hi*  own  happiness  for  ever. 
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blishmen I— including,  of  course,  Mr.  and  Mr». 
Barker,  as  well  as  of  the  poor  people  in  tl>e 
village  of  Mordftunt,  (*ere  poured  out  for  lier 
happiness:  nur  must  the  deliglil  which  Lord 
Dclmore's  faithful  servant  Fletcher  experienced 
St  the  prospect  of  his  master's  approaching 
marriage  he  forgotten.  He  happened  to  meet 
Ch.irles  Mordaunt  in  the  passage,  the  morning 
after  the  news  had  hccomc  known,  and  he  could 
not  resist  slopping  him. 

"Ah,  Colonel  Murdauntr  he  exclaimed, 
"  iny  lord  has  just  heen  telling  me  something 
that  has  rejoiced  my  heart.  1  guessed  how  it 
would  be  when  I  hmrd  we  wntc  coming  with 
you  here,  My  lord  has  lltoughi  of  nolKxly  hut 
Misa  Mordaunt  ever  unce  he  fell  in  love  with 
her  at  Mr.  Wing6eld's;  I  could  ohserve  that 
plain  enough.  He  will  be  quite  a  differenl 
person  now.  He  will  have  no  more  such  fright- 
ful illnesses  as  he  had  last  winter :  it  was  no 
cold  that  was  the  matter  with  him  then — it  was 
all  upon  his  mind." 

Fletcher  was  not  mistaken.  Lord  Delniore 
did  indeed  become  quite  a  diiTerent  ]iersoii 
when  his  marriage  had  given  him  an  object  to 
attach  himself  to,  nnd  to  lead  him  to  lake  an 
interest  in  the  world.  Augusta'*  character  wnx 
pcculinrly  suited  to  his  own ;  ihdr  tastes  and 
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e  •  ««»  one  o/  tbe  bat  mm 

IKivaf^  Lady  rMmorr  wmt  moA 
with  Augtntm.  Sbc  had  ben  uU  thai 
u  braotiful,  and  tbsl  oraioMtanBe  gm- 
hrr  *smiy ;  bat  «he  fcnmd  ber  moch 
aBttble,  md  tnorr  drfMcd  to  bcr  hu«- 
.tfaaBBbe  bad  evpectnl  lOHvbm'.  frwn  all 
jJw  bad  heard  of  h«-.  •*  lUonrl,"  her 
bip  Mtd,  "  had  b<«n  partkulaHy  lucky 
[bis  choice.  He  would  havo  been  tniwrable 
lie  had  married  a  line  Uitjr  whose  sausfactkin 
been  centred  in  dirtiog,  and  in  London 
1y.  Hi»  charnctcr  wits  so  uiuimbiuou*. 
he  had  mi  many  roninnlic  idens  tltat  no 
would  have  united  bim  whu  had  not  proved 
Fa  domestic  mm.  and  bevn  tkHlling  to  enter 
pi  all  his  fancies,  as  Lady  l>eln)ore  did :  «Ap 
■lly  »«ein«d  to  have  been  made  op  purpose 
bum.'* 

|lt  Would  have  been  impossible  for  any  miiage 
i  gp  on  niiirc  happily  than  Cliarli-K  Mof^ 
liunl\  or  f<»r  two  pcraxm  to  be  tnorv  ihoroiifjh- 
their  lot  ttuin  ))c  and  fjidy 
llie  first  yrarx  of  their  inar- 
they  spent  much  of  their  tiniv  at  I^Arcy : 
Lionel  and  Aiigu&ta  never  raile<l  lu  vitiit 
in  return,  n«  often  as  they  ontild   cnii- 
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tini  in  t)ie  hcndiwtnrat  nunner.  U  wu 
value,  yet  it  euabl«d  him  inimeilistely 
I  tuB  long-vheriflhed  hope  of  marryiiif; 
loley ;  and  as  (his  piec«  of  preferment 

ij  a  few  miles  from  Mordaunt,  its  ulu- 
r  it  ])anicularly  desirable  to  thcni 


|ward  was  exemplary  in  the  |)erformaDce 
the  duties  of  his  profession ;  and  even 
Mordaunt  confessed  that  he  had  done 
wiM-ly  in  wlvcling  Laura  Stanley  as  hit 
nate. 
Iltle  remains  to  he  told  of  Lady  C'aroline 
timer,  whose  future  life  was  in  erery  aense 
word  a  very  miserable  one.  She  never 
the  inortificntioii  of  sccinjf  Lord  Dd- 
actualJy  united  to  Augutta  Mortlatint: 
tltat  moment  tihe  became  perfectly  reck- 
a,  and  seemed  to  take  s  pleasure  in  setting 
opinion  of  the  world  at  (trfianee.  The 
y  of  her  mind  kept  her  constantly  en- 
in  some  project  or  pursuit :  and  the 
ttreme  vanity  of  her  character  made  her  al- 
lys  eager  to  grasp  at  distinction  in  any  or  in 
shape.  At  one  time,  die  enteired  rio- 
ntly  into  |K>)itic!i;  declaimed  with  wild  elo- 
ueiicv  upon  the  (juestiuns  that  hapfMrned  at 
iniriunt  lo  arrest  the  public  ntlcnliunf  and 
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ttmriinlspverj-  girl  who  posM-ssr<I  the  atlmtituj^eii 
uf  youth  and  hentity ;  viid  a»  »hc  had  not 
married  herself,  sho  liud  no  |)lea.iiire  so  great 
as  attem|)ting  to  prevent  oth«r  people's  mnr- 
riages. 

It  may  oa*ily  be  imagined  that  she  Eub- 
jectcd  herself  to  mortification  a  without  end ; 
but  tlie  severest  of  all  the  punishmciitc  she 
endured,  was  witnessing  th«  happiness  and 
comfort  her  relations  enjoyed.  Augusta  and 
brr  sister  Agnes  werr  purlicidarly  the  object* 
of  lier  envy  ;  she  was  always  in  iingo«mnbly 
JU-humour  when  they  happened  to  he  staying 
■t  Efttonvtile  Castle ;  and  she  could  scarcely 
bear  the  sight  of  her  beautiful  and  engaging 
little  cousins,  and  nephews,  and  nieces. 

Lady  Mary  Carringlon  went  on  flirting  first 
with  one  person  and  thfn  with  another,  and 
carSng  less  and  less  for  i>er  hu»band,  until  her 
giddy  and  unprincipletl  career  was  cut  short  by 
a  premature  death.  She  caught  a  violent  cold 
ftnm  being  exposed  to  a  shower  of  rain  in  re- 
turning from  a  water-party  :  she  had  other  en- 
gBgmii«nts  which  she  could  not  be  jK-rsuaded  to 
give  up  to  take  rare  of  her  health ;  and  the  oun- 
wquence  wu,  that  the^  cold  viwn  turned  to  a 
rapid  decline.  Bhe  would  not  at  first  believe 
that  she  cnuld  be  in  danger ;  but  Mic  came  (o  a 
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part  of  his  cummuDicition  ;  aud  as  site  conlil 
not  bring  herself  entirely  to  credit  its  truth, 
sbe  delermiDcd  to  go  down  to  ^lurdaunt  to 
make  toquiries  respecting  her  beloved  Mr, 
Richard  O'Donncl-  There  she  not  only  ascer- 
luLiiei)  the  certainty  of  hi.i  death —  she  also 
learot  the  dreadful  eireumslancnt  that  had 
attended  it :  and  the  shock  she  thiix  received 
was  so  great,  that  lier  shattered  reason  gave 
nay  at  once ;  and  although  she  lived  for 
several  years,  it  was  in  a  state  of  hopeless  and 
incurnble  iriwinity. 
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THE    END. 
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